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3. Gnostics claimed that their teachings came directly from Jesus. In those scenes in
the gospels when Jesus takes the disciples aside to better inform them, he also
taught secret things that were passed down to them. The Church Fathers countered
this with a claim of apostolic tradition; that their teachings came from Jesus to the
original disciples, who passed it to the founding bishops of their communities.

4. Consisting of physical matter, the human body was evil. For most Gnostic systems,
Jesus was not incarnated into a human body. They preached the concept known as
docetic or "appearance.” Jesus only appeared in the form of a human so that he
could communicate with humanity. If Christ never had a material body, the central
pillars of Christianity, the crucifixion and the resurrection of the dead, were
nullified.

5. A Gnostic, after being awakened, studied the heavens and learned the means to
navigate the various layers. In this sense, Gnostics viewed salvation as an
individual matter, rather than involving the rest of the community. In other words,
salvation could not be achieved throug% the cross, church hierarchy, or rules.

6. Once one successfully made it through the upper atmosphere, one's spark, now
home, united with the godhead; in some systems one became God.

7. In Gnostic systems, there is a denial of what was becoming standard Christian
teaching, eschatology, or the future return of Christ to usher in the kingdom of
God. For Gnostics, the kingdom is within the individual.

Gnostic Rituals

Gnostic Christians were baptized, and they participated in the Eucharist (communion).
Gnostics did try to promote female ministers in the Eucharistic celebration, bringing
them into disagreement with the Church Fathers. The most controversial of Gnostic
ritual was "The Bridal Chamber", where one attained "Christhood." In the Gnostic
document, Exegesis of the Soul, the language and metaphors of marriage were applied in
a union with Christ.

The schools of philosophy taught that one should care for the soul over the body
(apathea - "no passions"), not letting the physical urges of the body rule one's life. Such
teachings were construed as ascesis ("discipline"), as in athletic disciplining of the body.
Gnostic Christians took control of the body literally. They were the first to practice
celibacy (not entering into a marriage contract) as well as chastity (never indulging in
sexual intercourse). In this way, the traditional life-cycle was broken; no more divine
sparks would be trapped in a physical body.
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A small minority of Gnostic sects may have
taken the opposite view. As part of the evil
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understood as a living sacrifice (in giving

up a normal wife and children). This concept elevated the clergy above the congregation
with a sense of holiness.

Like everyone else who was trained in philosophy, Gnostics utilized the literary device
of allegory. Allegory is a story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a
hidden meaning, typically a moral or political one. At the same time, if one is not
attuned to the allegorical symbols or meaning, many of the Gnostic writings appear
incredibly esoteric and puzzling to the average reader. Reading such texts, one gets the
impression that they spent their lives in ivory towers, contemplating the universe. But
they did participate in the congregations to which they belonged. They had stud
groups, but what they studied was the upper reaches of the universe where gradients of
powers dwelt. When a Gnostic died, his spark/soul was released from his evil body, but
then had to make the journey home. On the way, he/she had to know the passwords to
get through and around the powers so that he/she was not distracted. Some systems
claimed there were seven heavens, while others claimed 365 levels.

Gnostic Writings - The Nag Hammadi Library

The Church Fathers were voracious in their criticism of Gnostic writings. Scholars,
however, were skeptical and could not be sure that the quotations were accurate until
1945 CE. Then two brothers were digging nitrate in the Egyptian desert near the town of
Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt when their shovel hit a large jar filled with codices (early
books). They took them to a man they knew who was active in the black-market
antiquities business. There were 13 books containing treatises, gospels, and Gnostic
myths. They are collected in one volume, The Nag Hammadi Library. As it turns out, the
Church Fathers did a fair job of copying. Whereas they utilized quotes, we now have the
complete texts for a better analysis of each document.

Gnostic gospels differ from the canonical gospels of the New Testament. They often lack
a narrative or a story and consist of simply the teachings of Jesus in elucidating the
existence of the true God.

The Gospel of Truth
The Gospel of Truth was thought to be written by Valentinus, a Gnostic teacher from
Alexandria who was subsequently excommunicated from Rome (c. 150 CE). One of the

most spiritual of the Gnostic gospels, he personified abstractions such as Error, Fear,
and Hope as living beings. Christ is described as the manifestation of hope.

The Gospel of Mary Magdalene
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Note: This concept is repeated by the remote viewing group the Farsight Institute, who calls it a
“Death Trap.” Former SRI contractor (who itself was a contractor for the Army) Robert Monroe
states something similar, that interdimensional beings harvest humanity for their energy and
force them to repeat their lives on Earth. Former UK politician Simon Parkes states “reptilians”

are in control of a soul recycling system. Buddhism teaches reincarnation is an endless cycle of
suffering only broken by enlightenment, while ancient Greek Gnosticism teaches humans are
divine souls trapped in the physical world where escape can only be achieved by not worshiping
the false god (Demiurge), but rather, gaining secret esoteric knowledge about who humans really
are, where they are from, how parasitical entities work and how how to be free of a soul trap ran
by entities they refer to as “Archons.”
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