January 9, 1953

We expect that our analysis will show that certain areas in the
United States have had an abnormally high number of reported incldents
of unidentified flying objects. Assuming that, from our analysie, several
defiaite aress productive of reports can be selected, we recommend that
one or two of these areas be set up as experimental areas, This area,
or arcas, should have obeervations posts with complete visuanl skywatch,
with radar andphotographic coverage, plus all other inatrumenis
neceseary or helpful im obtaining positive and reliable data on every-
thing in the air over the area. A very complete record of the weather
ghould slso be kept during the time of the experiment. Coverage should
be 80 complete that any object im the air could be tracked, and information
a8 to its altitude, veloocity, size, shape, color, time of day, ete.
could be recorded. All balloon releases or known balloon paths, aircraft
f1ights, and flights of rockets in the test area should be known tc thoee
in charge of the experiment. “any different Er es of afrial mctivity
should be Becretly and purposelully acheﬂuleﬁri the area.
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We recognize that this proposed experiment would mmount to a
large-scale military mansuver, or operation, and that It would require
sxtenaive prepargtion and fine cecordination, plus maximum security.
Although it would be a major cperation, and expensive, there are many
exira benefits to be derived besides data on unidentified aerial cbjeats.

The question of just what would be accomplished by the proposed
experiment occurs, Just how could the problem of these unidentified
objedts be solved? Prom this test area, during the time of the exper-
igent, it can be mssumed that there would be & steady flow of reporis
from ordinary civilian observers, in addition to those by military or
other official observers. It shdld be posaible by sgch & controlled
experizment to prove the identify of all objects reported, or to determine
positively that there were objects present of unknown identity. Any
hoaxes under & set-up such as this could almest certainly be exposed,
perhaps not publicly, but at least to the military.

In addition, by having resulting data from the controlled experi-
ment, reports for the last five years could be re-evaluated, in the light
of similar byt positive information. This should make possible reason-
ably ‘certain conclusions concerning the problem of "flying saucers”.

Results of an experiment such as described could asaist the Air
Force to detarmine hov much attention to pay to future situations when,
a# in the past summer, therewere thousands of sightings reported. In
the future, then, the Air Force shoudd beable to make positive statements,
reaspuring to the publig, and to the effect that everyilhing 1 well
under control.

VYery truly yours,

H. C. Croaa.
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