‘250 feet; visibility lesa than cne mile,
!

| CHAMNEL "A" SIGHTTNG

u: Lt, Thomas A. Festherstone, USN, Class IX, Naval Intelligence
- Schools = = S

In early May, 1952, Lt. Featherstone was operating the GoA equip—
Willow Grove, Pa. Weather conditions were very bad; ceiling

% While awaiting zn inbound plane, this officer, in the first director's
position, noticed a target near the cemter of the scope, By the next sweep
of the antenna, the farget had advanced almost five miles. IL was Been to
move as the trace swept past it., By the fourth sweep of the gear, the

object has sped oub to the 10-mile limit of the scope.

Between the second and forth swesps, ne checksd the second director's
scope, thinking what he had been an illusien, or mal=function of his set.

The contact was visible on hoth scopss.

The gear operates at 32 rpm. The speed of the object, therefore, Was

approzimately 3, 6C0 mphe

The outgoing target followed precisely the northeast leg of the NAS
range, disappearing on COUTSe 060°.

The follwoing morning, the weathsr conditions were the same. 4 sec—
-ond fast-moving targst was plcked up by radar, on a bearing of 1209, head=-
gtation. TWnen it intercepted the southwest leg of

'ing toward the renge
‘the range, the object changed course to 060° and followed the range to the

1imit of the scCOPe.
The GCA equipment at NAS Willow Grove has two radar channels, each
one independent of the other. The first sighting was made on channel A;
"the second, on channel B, The search antenna is construsted so that no
veception is obtained over 6,000 fest., However, during inclement weather,
the bDeam has been kmown to reach helghts of 8,000 feet,

CHANNEL "B" SIGHTING

NAS WILLOW CROVE
MAY 1952
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