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11. SRI E F SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 

· Ap~roximatc ly 20 flight line perso~nel sigh~ed a ~hite 
licht thut see~ec to be emitting blue -Green waves • 
These ,,raves got l arger as the vn.vcs progressed out~:ard 
sir:1ilar to water rippl es caused by a rock in n pond . 
Tte . li~ht waG observed at approxi~ately 2 to 5 degr ees 
above the horizon at an azimuth of 115 to 125 delrees 
fro~ t rue north . T'ne lic;ht r erna.ined in r e l a ti ve ly the 
sa~c position and after about three minutes suddenly 
blinked out. 

CO!~ZI~S : The sighting -was almost undoubtedly caused 
by a rocket launch from Cape Kennedy. 
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AT T N OF: 

SUOJ EC T : 
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DEPARTME~T OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS AIR FO RCE EASTERN TEST RANGE (AFSC) 

PATR ICK AIR FO RCE BASE, FLORI DA 32925 

• 

• 

\1 • E'I' . -. '. 
T l.:"f"t r .._ ~ n ""'"' ,.,, t ; On U •...., '- _ _ _. ._.. .. v .._. ..L ' 16 August 1968 

~ : . . )1 , Hector Quintanill a , Jr . 
Ch ~e: , Aerial Phenom~~a Office (TDPT) 
:q . ~ore ign Technology Division 
:·::::--:;~ .. :.- Pa tterson AFB, Ohio 45433 

4 Sep'Lelt.b ur 1968 

• 

l . ~efe:rence your l ettei· of 30 August 1968, subject as above . 

2 . ~here \'Tas a launch from C3.pe Kennedy a t the time the aerial 
p~! ... : .::7nena occurred . r:, 1vo.s t he first Poseidon launch, a nd a ppeared 
•:e y-- much as it \vas s:..gh~ed from Craig AFB. At the altitude at 
1:b.~ ~:~t the phenomena OC(:U!'rcd the Project Office advises that o. 
60: :sM horizon is reaso~able . Tho time of the sj ght.mg would 
ha-·~ had t o be several minutes before the time you esta1J]ishcd 
the sighting, however . 

\ I , "' ." 
I , • ' / J 

:- I • •• - I c. •• / ~j·' ' .: -- : . 
~r::~:~ H . GE IGER l JR . 
Chief , Public Information Division 
Of:ice of Information 
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·. DP!, ( UFO) Lt Col Quintanilla/70916/mhs/29 Aug 68 

~~~ Ob~ervation, 16 Au~ua t 1968 

'?'1blic I nformat ion Ot'fice .(.~:.'SC) 
2~~ Kennedy A~~ 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

,1 '. -4"" ' 3 ,J. A ...... 

• ,I,.. - 1-..;v ' 

/ 

1 . ~~e Aerial Phenomena Office is in raceipt of an uni dentified 
f lying ob,lect report t ha t occurrP-d at Craig f\fB, Alabama on 

\.' 
,_\ 

• 

15 ...\ugust 1968 at 0538 CDr, l038Z. 

2 . · .\p'9roximately 20 fli&ht line personnel a i -!.hted a. "~,.rhit~ li Jht 
that se~rued to ~e ~mittin~ blue - gr et'!n wa ves . '[bese .. 'Wflves ·· ;::o t • 

: arger a~ the -wsves -pr o!_Sres3ed out"~'"ard , 3i:~il3r l.o 1,.;a.ter r ipples 
ca used ':Jy 3 roc.-t i n a pond . The l ight ·,~as obser.red a t a.pproxim8ce ly 
2 t o 5 de~rees above the ho rizon 3 t an azinutn Jr 115 to 125 deg r ees 
f :-om t r ue north. 'l1le li-Ylt r emai:1ed i n r eL."tively the s :::tme posi t i o n 
Sind a fter a bOut t~e !Uinutes s uddenly blinked ou't . 

J .. We understand t hat you h ad. a roc~et l a unch at l OJOZ,. w~ wouJ.C! 
li~a ·t o KnOW i f J'OU uet'init.e ly u i d haYe a roc~et launch n t th i s 
t ime, i f 1 t cot1ld appear si:.1i l a r t o the de f;e r iptio.o ~~i ·1en by t he 
observers .~ and if you i'e e l t :~t i t could ha ve bee!l ob.:;P,rvec l'r om 
Cr'!1!3 .~ i''TB ( 420 nautical miles away). 

4. Thank you for your a ss istance, it 13 appreciat e d . 
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roR THE COM.L'\1ANDER 

1
' " '!OR Q.UIJITA~II.I.A , Jr, Lt Colonel, USA? 

t,. e£, 1\erial ?henomena (Jf f1ce 
Aerpopace Technologies Division 
P1ccuc~ion Directorate 
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ACTIO!~ : p-._;:- 4 INFO: XOP-2 , XOX-2 , SI\.FOS-J,DIA-1 (13) ADV CY DIA VIA JCS 

SMB E295~ 7 7~ZYUW ~UCLRL A10 1 5 2332134 - UUUU -- RUEFP~A . 
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P 2 e l6 '32Z l\IJG 6g 
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T 0 R U \v ~~ F \1 .~ I ~- DC 

RUEDFIFIFTD WP~F B OH I OITDETR/ 

RJEFHQ~IcS4F/ AFRDC/ 

RU ~FHQ~/OS .,F/SAF Oil 
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( l ) 0 ('''' 1 . .-, ""' - ; """""' . 
(~) s:~: ~F A D I ~1E H~L9 AT A~MS L E~GTH . 

( 3) . ,. ---
1 - • .. . - ... -

( 4) ,..,~· -. -...J • - • 

( 5 ) ~>J . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
STAFF MESSAGE BRAMCH 
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DR 0 P PI ·.: 2 ': q OC l( I NT 0 ~ P ~ 'J 0 , 

(7 ) EL~!P TI CAL SLOP ED TRAIL APPE~R E D AFT ER LI GHT WE~lT OUT . 

P~GE 2 RJ C ~RL A 1 0 l5 U~C L AS 

<8) !C :-o~~J D . 

( 9) ~J J THER PERT I NENT OR U~USUAL F E ATU ~ES . 
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8 . D 5::SC R I ? T I O~J OF COURSS OF OP.JEC T: 

< 1 ) 0 S S E R V E ~ S A l:J L I G H T .~. S H E L 0 0 }( i C I \) AN E S E D I R E C T I 0 N • 

C2) ~~JG L t: OF EVEVATi or : :~PPROX If1A T2:LY 2 TO 5 DEGREES , .~Z I M U T H 

! 15 TO 125 DEGREES F RO~ TRUE ~OR TH . 

( 3 ) S .f\~:::: .".S ABO\l E. 

( Lt) :JE~~C T RE"'1 .~ I tJED I .' SA'~ E RELfl.T I VE POS ITI O~~ . 

( 5 ) I T f"' '.J -1 
0 ~ I - - ...., . E LI ~ KED OUT~ C~~:P ~RAT I VE TO A LI GHT BULB BEI~G 

( 6 ) n - r ... - - \I I S I , 1 ~r r c - ~ · ... ~-L l P L E ~ Y ') ' ; ~ I ~ 0 I\! I DUAL FOR THREE r1 I "U r:. J • 

(! ~ -:: - - . . .. ..... _ , T'"' U~l 
, - ~ .. - :J .. - • 

( 2) ,. c . :-. - . 

C 3) '~ I ~- . 
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< 1) CRAIS AFE ; 32 DEG 21 MI NUTES ~C~TH , 86 DEG ~9 ~ I NUTES WES T. 

PAGE 2 RU C ~RL A 1 0 1 5 UNC LAS 

F • I D ~ ~ T I F Y I N G I ~) F n 0~·1 AT I 0 . l 0 ~J 0 8 S E R'.' E R S : 
... -. 

< 2 ) H I L L H 0 fJ S E , F R -~ ~ ~ r~ , .t.. 1 C , 3 5 1 5 P T 1:.1 , U S A F i F L I G H T L I ~l E C R_~ W .•.. · 
~ ,. . ...., ..... ..._....~ 

CHIEF , RELIABILI TY AS TO TING : GOOD . 
' .. !(_ ~ · . , ,. 

t b "" .,... ... ,..""""" 

t2) PO~JER , L ~RRY ~ S S G T , i 3 6 1 5 P T 11.' , U S A F , .~ S S T F L I G H T C H I E F , 

RELitdJ IL I TY : GOOD . ........... / / 

G. W ~~THEq A~D WI NDS- ALOFT C O~D I T I O~ S AT T I M~ A~D PLArE OF SI GH T7 

I ~ GS ~ 

< 1) LO ~ SU~ULUS CLOUDS 0~ HARIZON . S~ Y APPEARED LI GH TLY ~ ~ZY • 

( 2 ) s ~~~ ~~ E- 24~ DEG/S5 PL US 30 

I ,., --- '1 . , , 
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P ~3 E 4 RUC ~~LA 1 0 15 U~C L~ S 

< 7) <SSE: G. ( 2) A9 OV E . 
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AT 253Z LJ:AL <1~30 G~ T) ROC~ET L AU~CH AT CAPE DE~JNEDY COUND EXPLAIN 

THE LIG HT. THE BEAR I ~G TO C~PE !<EN'IEDY (120 DEG>, THE TYPE OF 

LIG HT E~I SS IONS, AND TH E ~PPEARA~CE OF ~10 ~OVE~ENT CAN BE LOGIC ALLY 

EXPLAl NE:S 2Y THE ROCl<ET. THE ONLY U~A.COLJ"lTED F .~CT IS THE DISTAMCE 

TO CAPE ~ ~~ ~EDY (42 2 ~AUTIC~L ~1 IL ES >. IT I S MY CONCL~SIO~ TP~T TPE 

P A .; E 5 R 1_1 C L f? L A 1 Z 1 5 U N C L AS 

LIGHT PH~ ~ OY1ENO~ '.•.'AS I ~l F~.CT THE ROC'<ET LAU'-JCH P.T C .~PE \ E ~~'1EDY. 
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