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l~ FOR THE RECORD 29 Oct.ober 1968 
• 

Subj: UFO sigh·ting 18 Nov 67 

or Phot."l la alled on 29 Oct 6C 

a:~d ·..te.:l ted to know the me on distance to the moon and 1nean 
• 

\ 

s.:-_g ..:lar diameter of the moon for 18 Nov 67 at 10:30 pm CST. 

alled Dr Hynek's office on 29 Oct, and asked if 

Dr ~;nek could find the above information • 

Dr ~ynek called on 30 Oct 6B to say the: 

the diameter of the moon was 29'46 sec 

Semi diameter of the moon was 11~' 53 sec, 

~e3:1 angular diameter of' the moon ,,.,as 31' 5 sec, 

Center of earth to center of moon was 249,426 miles or 401, 652 km 

Radius of the earth ~ss approx 4,000 mi 1 

Rad.i·.1s of the moon ;.;as approx 1,000 mi. 
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MEMO l"'OR THE RECORD 

• 

Sub ~ : UFO Sighting, 18 Nov 67, Covi.ngton, Indiana 
• 

• 

• 

9 Aug 68 

• 

sighting was shown to Capt Shelly, SAFOICC on 7 Aug 68. 

Ca~t Shelly stated that the sighting really didn't fall under his 

dorr~in yet, but read the case so as to be familiar with it in case 

there were any congressional inquiries. 

CARMON L MARANO, 2d L~, USAF 
TDP11 (UFO) 
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SAF-OICC/Miss Turnure/76526/MBy 3, 1968 

• 

I 
I 

?-!a j or Knauss 
SAFLL 

• 

• 

1. Attached draft reapond3 to letter from Rep. 
~tyers ot Indiana, who wrote dlrec to Lt Col 
Stiles ·::oncerning a constituent, 
of Covington, Indiana, who says that he has taken 

· pictures of a UFO. 

2. SAF-OICC action officer is Miss Jo Turnure, 
: Ext . 76526. 
I 
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•• • 
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DA_Vro B. O'HARA, Colon~l UC'~ :­
C:-t,et, C~m.munirr~ R')ra~i"; .• ~~ .Jj 
, , ... . I ~;:; "• '.Ill ) r.,pf 

c: ··: ~j.fr-r~at!crJ ·· 1 
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3 May 68 
• 

75117 
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~oord Cy - SAF-OICC. 
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~ SAF-OICC/Miss Turnure/76526/May 31 1968 

DR APT 

• 
• 

• Dear : • 

• 

Thi:t vill repq to your letter of April 30, 1968, to 

Lt Col St.Uea in bebalr o r Covington, Indiana, 

who b. a !l~ pt~turea ot unldttot1rud flying objecta ( UPO' s) 

that, he wnts to present to Lt. Marano. • 

Lt. Marano has contact and is making the 

necessary ar~ngement~ for a visit \-lright-

Patterson Air Force Base ror the desired conference. 

w~ trust this information will be helpful. 
• 

• 

• Sincerely, 

• 

Honorable John Myers 
• 

• . . .. .. 
• • 
~. ~ 
• 

..... HCU3e ot Representative~ • • 

• • • 

• 

• Coord Cy - SAF-OICC • 
• 

• 

-
• • 

-

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

•• 

Cmbk Cy - SAF-OIC 
Activity Cy - SAF-OIC 
Reader Cy - SAF-OI 
Stayback 
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JOliN ·i'. M l"ERS • • • 
'ITH Dt"JlfttLr,IHmANA 

• 
ttOMC ~D:JnC:.Sh 

• • • 
• • • 

• -

C:OMMtrrr:•·~ : 

1\GRIC'JL TUU£: • 
GOVE.UI-IMr:NT OPFBI\TION3 

121 D ·~~nNo STnru 
CovtNGTO'f, l m,IANA •7031 

WA:.I IIP.GTON Of"f"ICCr 

1238 H cu.>c O r I ICC D •IILOitl :l 20 ~1 :, 

TI:Lt.f•H(iPI=• 202-:!2!;-5~0;> 

fTH D ISffciCT OP'I'ICK: 

• 
I 

• 
103 Frot.nAL O :J•Lr IN 3 

TcnNt: H1.un.:, l r•PI ANA 47flOS 
TEUrtiONEr 81~·:3Z·1;H 

~ott£~e of :\cpret;tntntUJ2£( 
lUn~bfnnton, P.€. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Lt. Colonel David L. Stiles 
SAFCI 
Room 4Al20, 
Washington 

Pentagon 
D. C. 20330 

Dear Colonel Stiles: 
• 

Thi s letter has reference to 
• 

April 30, 1968 

• 
• 

ton, Indiana, who would like 
he has made of a UFO sighted 

to share with the Air Force 
in his area. 

Caving­
pictures 

• 

ould like t o have permission to meet witlt Lt. Marano, 
TDPT, UFO, Aerial Pheno:nenon Office, \-!righ t Patterson Air Force 
Base , Dayton, Ohio, i n orde r that he may personally present his 
photcgraphs. 

It w~J ld be very much appreciated if you could make 
co nta= t to ensure tha ill be able to see 

• 

pe rs 0:1a lly, \o~hen he makes the trip to Dayton. 

~ly t hanks for this service . • 

• 

· cerely, 

• 

-..John Hyers (J 
• 

dj 

• 

• 

• 

• appropr1ate 
Lt. t-1ar a no, 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
• 
' • 80 GARDEN STREET CAM!,UDOE. MAS91\CHU9~tt S 02t!8 

• 

• 

• 

~:ector C.uintanilla, Jr., I..t. Colonel, USAF 
C~.ief, Aerial Phenomena Of .rice 

July 25, 1968 

Optical Meteor Project 
P. 0. Box 294 
Urba.nn.1 Illinois 61S01 

Ae~osp~ce Technologies Division 
~·Tright-Patterson Air Force Ba.se 1 Ohio 45433 

• 

• 

Dear Col. QQtntanilla: 

or Covington, Indiana, has asked me to confirm 
that "Swinf,er" 1-iodel 20 camera (serial no. HB 71/31A) 
:·!.s cap~.ble of clearly imagine ·the fuJ.l moo:1. I agreed to supervise 
~:.:,e exposing of a series of prints to confirm tha·~ his images are in 
r~ality the moon • 

On the morning of. 12 July 196S nd I loaded hie camera 
1·i. th a nel-t roll or type 20 high speed film and fixed the 
c ~1lera to a movable tripod. Seeing and sky conditions 't·rere poor, with 
o~ly second m2.g:"li tude stars visible. The tripod v1a.s leveled and 
o::-len-1:;-Jd in azimut.l1 (:t. 5 degrees). A series of four prints were 
ex~osed "ri th the 7 /S moon e.nd a nearby street light in the field. 
~:·J.ltiple exposures '"'ere use in prints .3 end 4 to offset for poor sky 

d . .L. • 

co~ lv:tons. 

! e~ enclosing the four prints show~n 
~ .. ~~si t:,r levels. !t is rrry opi:nion tha 
o.~ ~:-od'.lci"lZ an ;,..., ?..ge as dense as his 

the moon at various 
camera is capable 

er 1967 "l·!oon" orint. .. 

I trus:. thes~ :pr i!"lts "trlll be of sor.1e use to you in studying his 

T ,.... • ,. • ,.._.,..,.. • 
4. J.. • • - - ·" 

..,...._,.. .. ,... l"' " ',..~ n • 
-J • ..,_ ._, , .. .,J...l c '--' . !.., prints 

Very truly yours, 

Ha.nager 
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MEt-10 FOR THE RECORD 8 July 1968 

Sub j: UFO Photo 1 18 November 1967 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

Accepted a collect call from Covington, Indiana. Mr 

aid that his camera was capable of producing a sharp image of 

the dloon that is 1.08 millimeters in diameter and that some people 

I 

• 

frc~ the Smithsonian were coming out to his house to prove it. Colonel 

Quintanilla said that if the people from the Smithsonian would write and 

state that the camera was capable of producing such an image of the 

moon, he would re-subrnitt the information to the photo-analysis section. 

• 

• 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 25 June 1968 

Subj: UFO Sighting of 18 November 1967 Covington, Indiana • 
• 

R~:·erence: Telephone coversation of 25 June between Dr. Craig, 

u~1versity of Colorado, and Lt Marano. 

D~ Craig said that the image on the video tape that was submitted by 

C3~t Arrington had been identified by the image orthicron people 

a s being caused by a bright fireball. • 
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·~pr (Uro) Lt Col Quintanilla/70916/mbs/28 Jun 68 

0/0 Photographs, l.8 November 1967 

• 

Convington, 47932 

1. Re.t'~rence your unidentified fl.ying obJect photographs of 

• 

18 November 1967 ~hieh you submitt~d to the Air Force for analysis. 
Photo analysis has bef!n accomplished on your six Polaroid ~'Swinger" 
photographs to determine the identity of the imagEd ·~unidentified 
objects," with the followin~ results. 

• a. Initial revie-w ot' the referenced photography revealed that an 
"unidentified object'' .. l'las imaged as a spot of light on each of four 
prints designated by source as ~~0, i1:2, f/-4, and ,.j5. Source stated that 
he attamptad to photograph one large and about 12 to 15 snmller objects. 
The larger object appears on all four prints; ho~ever, only one small 
object was imaged (print #4). One of the remaining ·two photographs 
-was labeled "moon" and the other "star"; the exposures were :na.de by 
source 1n an attempt to image the moon and a star to compare their 
brilliance, size and composition to that of the uunidentified objects." 

b. An attempt '-'8B made to duplicate the star and moon photography 
with sn identical camera and film. On a night of unlimited visibility 
a sipgle star or group of stars could not be photographed. A full 
tnOOD produced only a slight photographic impression. 'I1he spot on the 
t•moon" photo baa very sharp edges and a total lack of density like that 
or a processing aberation. Furthermore, if the fUll moon could have 
b~n clearly L~ged th13 camera system could not have produced an 
i~ge diameter larger than .810 millimeters. The diameter of the 
pno~g:aphic image measures 1.o8 millimeters. The size and appearance 
of the spot on the t•atar'' print indicate that thi:s image could possibly 
b@ t.nat of the mooa. 

c. Source stated that the color of the objects revolvedfrom red 
to blue. lo all four photograph$ the object must have been in a blue 
mode because the film used is ''blindn above 650 millimicrons • 
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d. A thin black "uhell" encompaseea the obJect on three or the 
four print•, and thia ''shell" is most probably a halo lfhicb ia a 
no l eftect ~hen photographing a point source or light. On the 
fourth print (print #2) the object appears to be blurred which could 
ha reaulted from ca111era vibration~ • 

. 
· e. 'lb.e a 1ze ot the obJects could not be detet•mined because the 

to the obJeota is unkno\fDe 

2. There ia no indication that the images represent anything of an 
extraterrestrial origin. 
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Six (6) Swinger Polaroid 
Photograph&~, Polaroid ti'ilm 

• 

• 

"Ulltl'ANITJ ,, Jr, Lt ColoDel, 
Chiet 1 Aerial Phenomena Office 
Aeroapace Technologies Division 
Production Directorate 

• 

• 

20 3eri~l number ~134o9· 
Picture lab~led 1~0 in front 
bas nwnber torn off backing. 
Other five (5) photographs · 
are labeled on back as 2, 3, 

• 4 . ., 5, and 6. : 
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PHOTO ANAL VSIS REPORT 68-27 

• 

• I 

• 

DATE OF REPOfiT 21 June 1968 
I NR--~~~--

1 

• 

I 
SUBJECT I 

• 

m;IDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 
I 

LOCATIOH
1 

I 
Co•tington, Indiana DATE 18 November 1967 

I 

I PHOTOGRAPHY • • • • 
• 

• • 
I 

AF ... ____________________ ___ QUALITY--~P~o~o-r ________________ __ 
• • 

P NRS s:..x Polaroid "Swinger" prints 

1. PURPOSE: This report is in reply to Work Order Number 68-44, submitted by Lieutenant 
Colonel Quinta..""lilla, requesting photo analysis be accomplished on six Polaroid 115\-:inger" 
photographS t:J determine the identity Of the imaged 11 unidentified Objects". 

I 2. ANALYSIS : 
I 
• 
I 

' 
' I 
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I 

I 
, I 

• 
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I 
• 

• 
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I 

I 

I 

• 

a. Initial review of the referenced photography revealed that an "unidentified object" 
~~s i maged as a spot of light on each of four prints designated by source as #0, #2, #4 and 
#5 . Source stated that he atterepted to photograph one large and about 12 to 15 smaller objects • 
'I' :-h larger ob j ect appears on all four prints; however, only one small object vras imaged (print 
#~) . One of ~':1e remaining two photographs was labeled "moon" and the other "star"; the expo­
s~~es v:er e ~ada by source in an attempt to image the moo~ and a star to co~pare their brillance, 
size and composition to that of the "unidentified objects" • 

b. An atte~pt wan made to duplicate the star and moon photography with an identical camera 
and film. On a night of unlimited visibility a single star or group of stars could not be 
ptotogra?~ed. A full moon produced only a slight photographic i mpression. The ~pot on the 
"moon" photo has very sharp edges and a t otal. lack of dens ity like that of a processing aber­
ration. Fur~~srmore, if the full noon could have been clearly imaged t his camera system could 
not hava pro~ ~ced an image diameter larger than .810 mil.li~eters . The diameter of the photo­
graphic i r.a;e ~:!a.sures l. .08 mill ir.:et ers. The size and appearance of the spot on t he "star" 
print incicate ~hat this image coul d possibly be that of the moon • 

c. Sour ce stated that the col or of the objects revolved from red to blue . In all four 
photo grapts tJ:e object must have baen in a blue mode because the film used i s "blind" above 
650 mill::.-.ic:·~:: 3 . 

d. J.. :.:::.r: :.:.:::..::< '!shell" enco!'T'-?a.sses the object on three of t he four pr i nts, and this "shell" 
is most proc.:..::: :· a. ::210 which i s a. :;o:nal ef f ect when photographing a point source of light. 
On the four:. .:-. ;:- ~:-... -v ~p rint #2) t.~e object appears t.o be blurred -vrhich could have resulted from 
camera vibra~~:;~. 
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e ,..,\.. ,. . ... ... :. ~ize of the objects could not be determined because the distance to the objects 
is unkno;..~. 

4. Alt~o~~~ the photography appears to be authentic and the objects appear to be genuine 
light sour=~s, the identity of the light sources could not be established from the available 
evidence. 

PHOTO A:!AL:S~S BY: 
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PAUL D. G!-.i,:1) 
Intellige~ce Research Specialist 
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J JH !·tll.S E. n.\ VIS 
~rn~elligen~e Research Specialist 

viT BER PRICE, JR. 
Chief, Photo Exploitation Division 
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Covin ·"to:J. Indiana 
ro. 
TDPI'(UF'O) 
AERIAL .PEZ~ OII'ICE 
WRIGHT-PA T.!'£RSOlf .AFB 1 OHIO 

• 

• 

45433 

• ~ DAT! PACICAOE NUMBER CONTROL NUMBER 

ClASSIFICATION FILE DESIGNATION 

INTERNAl ROUTING 

TO DATE TO 

• 

'· •• 
2. 5. 

DATE DISPATCHED 3. 6. 

• 

SUSPENSE DATE 

DATE 

DESCRIPriON OP DOCU ~=NT (S) (l~rdlttcl~ 11Pt (lrlltr1 llldQrs-mtlll, II&.} """ lbl ••u~rbtr ol to,l.s; lub}ttl, shorl II tit if tlaulfitd; ""mbrr oj indorsrm:n11 
"'"' INtltllflr~l, Md 11"'7 otb" lth•ll/11"• 4111•. C1Nv1111 ;, 1h1 tllltri]lllt~• (AIUIIIDIII1 t~~llbdrAWIIII, tic-.) t~~lll ht 1bow11 with tbr dtzl~ ""J i"iliotls of indil'i4ual 
mdl111 'f'P.J 
Six \OJ Swb.ger Polaroid Photographs for 18 November 1967 UFO observation. 
Polaroid Fil~ 20 serial nUL1ber F73 l~9· Picture labeled #o in front has 
number t orn off ba clting . Other :five (5) photographs are l abeled on back 
as 2 , 3, l.;., 5, and 6. END OF I~. 

1':13 ABOV3 LISTED PHO'lOORAPHS ¥1ILL DE RE~""'ED TO MR. :tOSS IN SIX ( 6) WEEKS • 
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~ t; Recipient will FIRST DETACH TOP COPY, then complete, and return to sender. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~------------~·~~~~ :! ij ~IV!NO OffiCI TYPED 01 PltlNT!D NAM!, GltAO! AND TITL! Oil REaiVfl SIGNA TURf DATE RECEIVED 
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~~ TDPI'(U.FO) .EECmR q T , Jr, Lt Col,USA 6 May 63 
Chief 1 Aerial ~enomena Office rt~J;;~:t;;;~ 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 25 JUNE 1968 
• 

S~b~ : Conversation wit , 25 June 1968 

• 

• 

led the Aerial Phenomena Office, collect, and spoke wi~ 

Carmon L. ~~rano, regarding his Polaroid photographs that were 

to t e returned to him (Mr. Doss) wlthin six weeks. Lt. Marano told Mr. 

hat the photographs would be returned to him within one and 

one-half weeks. That Colonel (Quintanilla) had underestimated the tiroe 

in vhich photographic analysis could return the photographs. 

said that a man by the name of frorn the Moon 

Space Probe, NASA, Houston, Texas had talked with him ( ) in 

reg3rds to his photographs. Also , a physicist 

fro~ the University of Colorado had also ~poken with him regarding 

we=e legitimate. Lt. Marano explained tha was working with 

the U~iversity of Colorado in an independent investigation into the 

s tudy of UFOs, howeve~, we knew nothing about and we were 
• . 

not S?onsoring him. id that Mr was in complete 

that he indeed was seeing things because 

he also observed the same thing. However, upon questioning, 

ted tha:. Y: 'U..I..U. not tell what he had observed. 

M that The Smithsonian Institution, 

cameras and equipment when he receives 

the a.~ s..:.ysis accomplished by the Air Force. Lt. Marano said he would 

retur~ the photographs within 1 to 1~ weeks, however, before the 
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Aerial Phenomena Office can provide au evaluation we would need the 

thre! AF Forms 117 completed that Lt. Marano had given to 

pr~viously. said he had filled them out but was awaiting the , 
• 

out..:..;:ne on the photographic analysis. Lt. Marano said "before I analyze 

the ~ase I need the AF Forms 117." He would, however, gi the 

act~l photographic analysis. Also the case is very old and I cannot 

really investigate the case. id he would send in the forms. 

said he was anxious to get the originals back in good condition 

for he had svmeone lined up to see the pictures to. Lt. Marano assured 

that the photographs would be returned in good condition • 
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MFX> FOR THE R&:ORD 5 June 1968 

Sub j : Uro Photographs, 18 Nov 671 1 Covington, Indiana 

• • 

On 5 June 1968 SSgt Jones contacted the photographic analysis section 
• 

regarding the status ot negatives of Covington, Indiana. 

~e negatives had been forwarded to Photo Analysis on 7 May 68 

and was due back on 4 Jun. Sgt Jones infoz·med them of the congressional 

ir.tereat on this report. Sgt Jones was informed that they had a 

higher priority dealing with the Southeast Asia situation and they 

would get to gntives upon its completion. 
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Lt Col Quintanilla/70916/mhs/8 Ma;y 68 
• 

V!cSeo Tape, 35 • 

:.tr. Proctor 
Om1tbeon1an Institute Meteorological Ot'fice 
1.101 t thllversity Avenue 

, Ill1noia 61803 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1. At'tached 1• a video tape that was tor.mrded to tbe Aerial 
Ott1ce by Cap'tl.lin -~rrinston ot Cham ate AYB, illinois. 

Ue indicated that tbe film vas taken "on approxiM8tely 9 NOvember 
1967." 

• • 

2 . Captain Arrington uat!d the video tape in conjunction with a TJFO 
sighting of 13 Nov"mber 1967 o.nd ~tated that it coatalned two rrroa. 
'le could not lind anything on the film that 'We VJOuld define a s n u~ro. 

F~1iever, ve made a duplicate of the film in the event any future 
c.iuestione might arise. Since uo other information lias p1•ovided and 
Gince the sightin~ is so old, '\ie are returning the fil!Jl to you 
-without having made sn 1nvest1gst1on. 
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QJD't.M It.U, 3r 1 Lt Co lone 1 1 USAJ­
~u1er 1 Aer1sl Phenomena ottice 
Aerospace Technologies Division 
Pzvduc~1on ~ctorate 
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Video 'l'a~ 1 35 no• · 
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MErG FOR 'l'HE ~ORD 

• 

SUBJ: UFO Photographs by 

I 

• 

• 

Lt Marano called sidence on l May 1968, 1515 hours. He 

was at ~o~k, therefore, Lt Marano left a message a to contact 

Lt Ma:~o collect with regards to coming to Dayton to turn over his UFO 

photog!"~:;>hs. 

I 

,..,.turned Lt Marano' a call. ld like 

to come to Dayton and see Lt Colonel Quintanilla with ~egards to his 

photog:.:·~~ha and also ask him about some of the articles that have appeared 

1n the various magazines on UFOs. d he has been seeing these 

UFOs for three summers now, the night before Christmas and throughout the 

the yea::. Some of them ·looked like aircraft lights but he couldn't hear 

thought they couldn't be aircraft lights. Mr 

wanted to come to Dayton on 6 May. Lt Marano explained that he waa not 

sure wh~-:her the Colonel would be in then or no·t so we would leave a 

messa!e ~,-!, th his wife on 3 2-!ay. 

On 3 May 1968 Lt Marano i~or~ed t Lt Colonel Quintanilla ~uld 

be in the ~~fice on the norning of 6 May 1968 and was expecting 

vis::.t. 

~sited the Aerial Phenomena Office and spoke ~th 

Lt Colon~l ~intanilla and Lt Marano. He related his past sightings 1 which 

were qu~te vague. He has been seeing them for three years now and so are 

his neighbo~s. not a member of NICAP or any other organization. 

However, on bis own he has contacted different police departments and has 

read or the UFO reports they have received • tried to relate to 
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Lt Marano and Col Quintanilla all details ot his sighting of 18 November 1967, 
• 

however, do to the time lapse he aa1d be couldn't remember that much. Be 

said often. times these obJects ap pear low on the horizon and looked like 

atara but they kept moving and changing colora. 'l'be;r even done this when 
• • 

be put b!noculars on them. said be couldn't estjmate ~ altitude 

atnce he had never been in an airplane, however, most of these obJects were 

below '\t'hat be called the star level. !mea he would watch the objects 

• tor several hours and other tiP~s it would be tor Just minutes • 

aaid helnew what aircraft vere because they are always coming out of 

Chanute and Bunker Bill and ma.ke a lot of noise, however 1 the objects he 

observed did not make any noise. to give a 

description of the sighting. In particular, stressing the time that 

each photo vas taken, the order of the photos and the azimuth and eleva-

tion of the UFO when each was taken. was very vague on these 

particulars. It seemed fro~ his description that d several 

sightings that night. However, it was difficult to determine if the 

photos ~ere taken of one sighting or during several sightings. Lt Marano 

ga four AF Forms 117 and asked him to complete them so that 

we could better understanj t he sequence of events as they occurred that 

night . said that he \olOuld complete and return these forms. 
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~!F.MO :F,OJ THE RECOHD 4 April 1963 

SUb~l: U?O Observa.tton , 18 Nov 6·-, 

19o7 ~~~ar1ing his photographs of an unidentified object. Also a person 

t hat !.:: ·.-~s approximately 20 miles f-ro talten pictures of" an 

unident:...:'ied object and \:"anted to know if he should s end them to Wright-

Patterso.:1 AFB or to Chanute or to Grissom. Lt ~~arano inform<~<' 

t hat the report should be made to the nea rest Air r,orcc Base . He said 

thic guy ,.;as from Nnrshall , I l linoi::; and took the pic tuL·es a couple of 

we~ks ago , 2 Jl'e bruary 1968 . said he has been seeing these things 

q~ite freq u ently now, also saw them laot December and he has checked and 

no:1e of :.he r &dars have pic·~·~d them put because Major ·Nichols nt Chanute 

s a id the re radar couldn ' t pick them up. On the 22nd of Decembe 

s a id he ~~d a very clos~ sigh~ing and made a drawing of it. 

~nted to k."'low how we were doing on the photo analys l s of his pictures. L·t 

~bra::o i:1:'o:-ned "that '{e couldn't perform a photo analysi s with the 

ve.gue da-:.a -that Capt Arri:lE;ton had provided. id he sat in Arrington's 

houGe i~ tne living room : o r several hours he a lso filled out n bunch of 

fOr1!lS 6.'t L t r~arano 'ilso informe t we would need the 

origin!:! l ::7-::~:: :-~)id Prints to perform such an ana l ysis . s aid he would 

i 
. . -,.....Q·- - ....... g ve ~...~ ___ ___ - -- ·..: : if he 'triOLlC. g.;;t them back . - I I ,t Marano said he would r eturn 

I 
the pictures -:o o· .. :-ever, the analysis woul d t ake several months to 

• 

run. :.:id he felt that six months -would be a rea.sonable length of I 
time in to perform nnanalysis . Lt .Marano s a i d he felt th::tt the 

a nnlysls could probably be done in tha"L l ength of time anti at tle completion 

• I we woulii. inform him of OU1'" findings . caid that if he didn 't get 
I 

them back within or a.t t he end of six months he would write: hio congressman 
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thA.t lives in his home tow lso seid he wanted to com~ nnd look 

at our office. Lt r.ta.rano in forme that this permission would have 

to come from Washington and wo.s ordinnrily limited to scientific researchero 

and th: news media. aid h~ thought maybe he would ask his congres sman 

a"' 01Ll "' .: -.. , ~ - '-' • t he could send his request to Hq USAF 

(SAFOI:C ) Lt Col S·tiles, \-lashington, D C 20330. This s eemed to satisfy 

told Lt Marano that this will be the third summer that 

he has ceen seeing these things. Didn't see them before that though and 

now all of a sudden them come over quite often. Lt Marano asked 

if he '\0 uld complete some forms ancl send his photographs in. 

reulied that he \Oul.d. -
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: h..c,." ,; c:,.: t'tr . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEAOQUARIUS CHANUTE TECHNICAl TRAINING ClNTER (ATC) 
C~ANUTE AIR FORCE BASE, llll:iOIS 61866 

• 

• 

AllN Of· XPO 28 February 1968 

SUtlJ t:CI: 

10· 

UFO Sighting • 
• 

• 
• 

• 

F TD fTDETR) • 

\Vr! b:'!: -Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 

l. T he attached report of UFO sighting and investigation i s submitte d 
in a cc ordance with AFR 80-17. 

2. T he excessive amount of time between initial sighting and r e port 
subm: s sion, is due to the exte ns ive inves tigation requir e d, and PCS 
transfer of the original office r as s igned to inves tiga t e . 

3 . Dr Univ ersity of C olorado , ha s reque ste d 
that he be furnished one copy of this report, whic h is attach e d fo r forward-
• 1ng . 

- ' t 

I . /L .';i( ~-~ 
0 1-:,- H. NICHOLS. :t\1ajo r, USAF 

Chie f, Operations Divisio n 
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Sl'OJECT ~~ro~; Pi iOTOO R.A PHY 
------------------------------~----·----------------------------------~---------------------------

LOCATION r:o-.· i.n:- t.on , Indiana DATE "In No vr~rnbc r 1 O(i'J 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
• --- -----· - -- - -- --·- - -• --- - . - ----

AF IR QUALITY Poo r 
• 

"t:' ,.. . , ......, ?olaroid Prints and • • of Polaroid Or~ginals P HAS SlX cop1es .. .. ... • -
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

l. ¥~RPOSE: Tnis reoort is in reply to Work Order Number h8-67, submitted by 
Lieutenant Coic.,:-~1 Quintanilla requesting analysis of six photographs purported to show a UFO, 
tak•~n 18 NoYem~"- 0r, at Covington, Indiana. Thi z analysis is a follow-on to the analys i s pre­
viously complnt c~ ri in Work Order Number 68-44 (PAR n8-27). Specific informa tion requested by 
Lieutenant Colonel Quintanilla is a s follows. 

• 

a. Does the information submitted by 
Pro,jec t concerning the sources photography, 

f the Smithsonian Ontical Meteor 
affect the original analysis in any wa y? 

b. Sho uld the image of the moon be about as large as on the original "Moon shot11 ? 

c . Does t he image of the moon appear as large as it should be? 

-

• 

d. Do ~e still feel that the noon photo as originally ~iven to us is too sha rp t o have been 
pro,juced with amera? 

e. Includ~~ with the work r eques t are six copy photos of the polaroid prints ori inallv 
submitted by the source, and four polaroid swinger original prints submitted by Mr 
for confirmation of the capabili ty of the source~ camera. 

2. ANALYSIS : Sine 
the report, a di~e~t 

original polaroid prints are not included in the material 
comparison cf the two moon images could not be made at thi s time. 

I 

with 

a . The inf~ ~~~~:cn provided ~y does not affect the original analysis m~de 
of the photc gr~~r. · - ~~ ?hoto analysis number 68-27, which stated that the moon i mage wa s 

.a 11 5light ph:)t(_;::--a--....; impression" . The single exposures on photos 1, 2, 3A, 3E, 3F, LA, and 
hE made by H support t=:e "sl ight photographic imagery" statement. Not until photo 
Ju ls reached ~3 ~r.?~~ any image~y ~hich even approaches th&- imagery of the copy prints included 
with the report . 

b. Since tr.e original polaroid photos were not includ 
cou.Ld not be rnade bet~een the sources photos' and Mr 

• 

FORM 
FTD'-- APR 62 132 

• 

• 

moon image size comp~rison 
hotos. 

• 

• 

• 
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9 Feb 63 (Previously listed ao 8 Feb) 
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Covington, Indinna 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HrADQUARTERS CHANUTE TECHNICAl TRAINING CENTER (ATC) 

CHANUTE AIR fORCE BASE, IlliNOIS 61866 

• 

-

- ' 

• 

REI' l Y 10 
ATTN m XPO / Capt Donald R. A rri.ngton/352 7 

SUBJlC T. 

TO: 

• 

• 

UFO Si~,hting 
• • 

FTD ("T DETR) 
Wrigh t Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 • 

l. On the night of 18 Nov 1967, at approximately 10:30 p,m. local tin1e., 
Mr and his \Vife were preparing for bed. Sine e they care 
for a c e lderly couple living next door, alked outside to look 
around the back yard of their house lot and the rear of the hon1e of the 
coupl e· . While outsid was attracted to the sky s ince it was 
so clear. While looking into the sky in the southea~tern direc tion 1 she 
saw a 11formation" of moving lights. As she watched the fir s t '!formation" 
pass across the sky fro1n SE to NW her attention fell to a second "forma-

'-'- - . 
tion" following the first. The time was between 10:30 - 10:40. She went 
i nside and told her husband vvhat she had seen. They both went outs ide. 
By this time., the second •:formation" had passed into the NW uadrant. 
Still a third "formation" '\vas seen coming from the SE. 
went ir..side for their Polaroid Swinger camera at the request of her husband 
"beca'...t:5e he wanted to see if the objects would 'show up' on the film". He 
to ok fou:- pictures in succession before the "formation" had passed out of 
sight. Time lapse approximately 10 minutes (10:40 - 10:52). By passing 
out of s:.ght) the "formations '' did not disappear over the horizon. They 
b ecame :nvisible due to the distance away from the observer. For size, 
b .rillia r:ce and composition , comparison, lso took a shot of the 
moon and a star. After the appropriate time lapse~ Mr emoved the 
backing ::-om the film. Only the larger object on two shots and two objects 
on the> o :f:~ r two shots sno ·,ve d up even though numerous small objects 
folio \..; _::_ -=2..ch large r one . The shot of the star is very hazy; that of the 
1n00:1 :. s ·· .=:-y distinct. ~h e appearance of the objects is clear but not as 
di stinsr -_s ::.-= mo o n .. T~ey are definitely clearer and more distinct than 
th e s ~a.:-. -:=-~.e film ba -~ing \\'as kept 2-3 days then disposed of in the trash. 
During i:':-: ~~s ervations) a larger object led each "formation'' observed. It 
was fo L .J \\.' ed by several (exact number not known)) but believed to b e approxi .. 
mately r ··::clve (12); could have been as many as fifteen (15} smaller objects 
in 1 

• d ia:n o n d formation'' • 
• 

2. Th e flight path appeared straight., the objects going fron1 SE to NW. 
Ther e \~;as no noise heard. The lead object did not change positions , 
altitude or laterally, and the "diatnond formation'' maintain e d its integrity 
throughout the observation. No hovering or apparent speed changes v.rere 
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noticed. The lead object was much more brilliant than the smaller 
objects. Its color was not a solid appearing color but a "faded"red and 
blue hue which seemed to intermittently revolve. The smaller objects 
were less brilliant and no color was observed. During the passing of 
the ' 1fo rmation" one. of the smaller objects left the diamond formation, 
approached, and appeared to have entered the larger lead object. As the 
smaller approached the larger, the color disappeared, and the brilliance 
decay ed. When the smaller object had fully disappeared inside, the 
brillia nce once again increased to what appeared to be the original level 
and the colors reappeared. 

3. \Vhen the film had developed, an a~ra as well as a "tail" appeared. 
Both :v!r. and M id these were not visible to the naked eye. 

4. A l l the objects appeared round, there was no trail or exhaus t, no 
sounc. The size could not be estimated other than being about the siz e 
of stra ight pin head held at arms length. The angle of the objects was 
about 45° from ground level. The azimuth obHervation was made through 
approximately 135°. The photos were made while the objects were in the 
SE quadrant. The star \vhich was photographed was also in the SE quadrant. 
Bas e: d on 40° latitude, the moon was at 60-80° elevation in the SE quadrant. 

5. The camera used was a model 20, Polaroid Swinger, with the focus 
setting at 20 feet. The film was regular high speed which is normally used 
in this type camera. No filters used~ no tripod used. 

evington~ Indiana. Home telephon 
e-38; does not \vear glasses. Civilian - former marine. 

O c cup::ttion- Truck driver, O'Neil Bros.~ Tilton, Ill. Education -high 
school . Technical kno,vl e dge - minimal and mechanical. Estimate of 
reliab:l:~y - It is my b e li e f that s reliable, honest in his report 
of the i nfo rma tion furni shed and sincere. He has read books 

;1 UFO's and so1ne other UFO magazines. However, he did not 
appear ': ~ be a "UFO Bu~~' . He continuously emphasized the fact that he 
did not -:ro.nt t o be invol ·.rec in publicity and wanted anyone who talked with 
him to eeL: ? =:or to c o mi ng to his home. He seemed open minded and 
seemed:~ :.ni.:e '!"ltionaliy st e er away from calling the observed objects "flying 
saucers ' , , ne did refer to the larger object as a "Mother Ship" because he 
lacked a no: he r word as description. He stated the reason he was turning 
the photo gr a phs over to the Air Force was because he would like to know, 
if possible ~ of what he h a d taken a picture. He said he took the pictures 
because '\vhat he had observed was unusual to him, particularly because of 
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a lack of noise, th~ formations, the brilliance and color of the larger 
object in each "formation". I personally believe this, at the present time, 
to be an honest sighting and not involving a hoax or publicity stunt. 

7. Mrs eerned to be reliable. She has a high school education 
and is a housewife. She had discouraged her husband from showing the 
photos to anyone. This is the main reason for the delay in making the 
r epo:-t to the Air Foree. 

8. The observers account of the weather is that it was very clear; only 
fair;.t clouds were observable. 

9. Forecast from Bunker Hill AFB, Ind • 
Ceiling- at 1200 hrs 5000'; often clear. 
Vis - 15+ 
R el Hum - 76o/o 
D e \v Point - 260 
T emp - at 2300 hrs 33° ground level 

at 50,000'- (-57°) 
Clouds - Strato-cumulus West, North and East 
V{ind - Surface 8 kts at 270° 

Vel at 50, 000' ... 65 kts at 310° 
Pressure - 20.9 

U .S 5 Weather at LaFayette, Indiana, reported same as above. 

10. The first Aerospace Control Sq, Cheyenne Mtn, Colorado gave a 
negati ve report on debris, satelites reentering, and no tracking from SE to 
NW at that time and date. 

11. s_~C Hq was called and the 55th Command Post report e d that no refuel­
ing took place in the "Buch-Arena" corridor during the date and time of the 
sighti!"!g. For informa tion, they also advised that the St. Elmo Glow would 
n ot sr..o~.v brilliant enough to be seen from the ground. 

12. 1'70":) ~ D 31st A' .~ _ , __ , 1r Division, Selfridge AFB, Michigan, gave negative 
repor: 0 :1. tracking. 

13. T :he: l :..::; G TAC Or ganization at Baer Field, Ft Wayne) Indiana, reported 
negativ e 0:1 s crambles. 

14. Bunker Hill AFB, Operations Officer, was contacted for radar and 
scrambling a nd reported negative. 

15. India :J.a? o lis Airport reported negative on aircraft in the area. 

16. NORAD Control, Richards-Gebaur AFB, Mo., reported negative. 
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17. On 2 Jan 68, s again contacted. lie stated that 
M Covington, Indiana or, had told hitn he had 
seen similar objects on 18 Nov 1967. s not been available 
for inte:rvi.e\.v. The Montgomery County Police, Fountain County Police 
and th~ Indiana State Police at LaFayette, Indiana, were contacted to deter­
min~ ii' .:,+.her citizens may have observed the phenorn.enon reported by 

11 replies were negati vc, However, it should be noted that 
on och~= dates several reports of sightings in the area were made to the 
sta~e ;: J lice. Also, the LaFayette, Indiana State Police on 19 Nov 1967 
at 0433L received a report from Janell Lucas, Pine Village, Indiana, of 
a red ~evolving light moving slowly to the south. The si htin was between 
Attica and Pine Village, Indiana. An interview with 
and e Smithsonian Institute Meteor~logical Survey Office, 
1101 E. University Ave., Urbana, Illinois,. revealed that their research 
camera is pointed in the direction fro1n Covington toward Decatur, Illinois~ 
and is being used in conjunction with the Smithsonian radar meteor project 
near Decatur Long Beach Field Station, Havana~ Illinois, to study meteors 
up to the 11th magnitude entering the atmosphere. They also stated that 
'\vhen unidentifiabl e objects appear they are submitted to NORAD for their 
use and identification. It ~s ~nter~~_ting to note that a v~~-~ _ t9-2e 121a.c!~ 
during a scanning on app;-oximately 9· Nov 1967, revealed two (2) unidcnti­
fi. a.b l e ::>bjects. This "info rmation is included to point out that other photo­
graphed unidentifiable objects were in the area of about 44° latitude during 
the early part of Novemb e r 1967. A film of this video tape was obtained 
and mailed to Wright-Pat t e rson AFB for processing; however, it has not 
been r e turned. 
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• CONFIDENTIAL ('-"'£'' r" IIO IN) 
• 

• • 
• 

PHOTO ANALYSIS REPORT NO. f-.9-?-'--5_. , DATED 10 December Jq~q , r~~c ? 

c. Polaroi.d ctR. ta indicates that the focal length of' the Swinger lens i~ 100 m"'l 
dinplaced + L .;"'"' from the infinity position. Using this dat.a and the Earth-Moon di s tance 
(calculated fr · . .., ephemeris data for 18 November 1967), i.t is mathemn.ticall y i.rnpossible t.0 
derive a 1.05 ~.., diameter image of the moon (as believed posnihl.c bv the source unless the 
Swinger focal l~ngth is increased in some way to approximately 110 mm . Photographic ima~e 
growth would n~t account for the size increase of almost .25 mm. 

d. Mr 
than the photos 

Moon photo ( jud 
submitted by M 

PHOTO ANALYSIS B:: 
• 

) ~ ~ ~ 

) ·' . '/,,// 
"' -:' '/ / I I :.. / " ~ , f' f/. f • . I ..; ct t:~ 
(, . "· "-" ". ,.. , .. . ... t. ,. " 

I 

l 0r:1r W. SUMt~ER?IELD 

Research Specialist 

from the copy prints provided) appears much sharper 

• APPROVED BY : 
. . I 

L v.:', ;'· ~. ~-<• I . --~~ ~-~- .......... - ­
WILLIAM L. TURNER 
Chief, Photo ~lysis Branch 

N~ '-· ~). 
WILBER PRICE, JR. 

Supervisory, Research Specialist · Chief, Photo Exploitation Division 
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Photographic Technologist • 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY (; ,. . , { f 
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eo GARDEN STREET CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02t39 
0 

0 

• 

July 25 , 1968 

I-:ct eor Pro j e c t, 

• 

He~t~!' ""'uintanilla , Jr., Lt. Colonel, US.{F 
Chief, ·.er ial Fhenomena Office 
Aer o<1 ::.ce Technologies Division 

ToJr icht- ?at terson Ai..r Force l.)o.so, Ohio 1 .. 5433 

Dear C ~:l . Quintanilla : 

Urbana, G 61801 

evington, India.na , has aoked me to c onfirm 
thot Pol~roi 118\'lin.:er" 'l·~odel 20 c amera ( ser i a l no . HB 7h31A) 
ls car2.bl e of clearly iru.,.e;ing the full moon . I agreed to supervise 
tho exposine of a series of prints to confirm tha t his images are in 
r eali t;r the moon. 

Cn the morning of 12 July 1968, !vir . nd I l oaded hi s camera 
,.j_ th ~ ne\of roll of t ype 20 hit;h speed polar filn and fixed the 

I 

ca:::~ra to a movable t r ipod . Seeing and sl:y c :>ndi t ions 'trere poor , \·r.ith 
only s~~ond magnitude st;1rs visible . The t r ipod "'ias level ed a nd 
o:1.cntoe1 i n a zimuth (+ 5 de grees) . A series of f our pr ints vrere -ex:'Os~d. uith t h e 7/8 r.loor: and a nearby street li[,ht i n t he field . 
l:ulti?:e exposures Her e ~se i n prints 3 and h to offset for poor sky . . ~ . 
C O""Q., - ~ ("\ ""\ ... .• -1.t- ~ - -.::> · 

I a..-:1. enclosing the four pr ints sho~dn the moon at va r ious 
dn':1si :,~r level s . I t is r:g opinion th a. 
of ~roc~cing an i mage as dense as his 1 

r1.mera is capable 
I-Tovember 1967 111 :oon" Drint . ... 

! t.rtt st these ?rit:t3 ~ .. rl l l be o f s ome use t o y ou i n studying his 
ret:':>~:. . 

Very t r uly yours , 

• 
• 

J·r'f·'· c ....... .... . . . .. .. ~ 
Enclos~~ ~~ ~ 4 or ints 
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POLAROID LAND FILM 

FOR THE SWINGER 
• 

• 

HIGH SPEED/TYPE 20 
>EVELOPMENTTIME: 15 SE~AT 70°F(21°C) 

BE SURE TO COAT EACH PRINT 

CAUTION: This p rocess uses a caustic jelly which is sa fely packed 
i n seal f; conta iners tns1de the large film roll. If acc1dentally you 
should g~ some of this jelly on your sk in. w1pe et o ff imm.,dtah9ly. 
To avuid a . alkali burn. wa sh the area w1th pl@nty of water a t 
soon 11s pos ble. It i& particul•~ impes ta~tt to "-•1' Ute jell 
"way h111 e;, .. afMI lftouth. Keep discarded m atereals out f 

.... ,:-t .. ;£lildren and animals. and out of contact with clott' g 
• ... as descarded matereals st1ll conta1n some jt lly. 
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POLAROID LAND FILM 
FCR ~ HE SWINGER 

I 

• 

~ i Grt SPEED/TYPE 20 
lEVELOP~ENTTIME: 15 SE~AT 70°F(21 °C) 

BE SU~E TO COAT EACH PRINT 

CAUTION: This pr:-x:ess uses a caustic jelly which is ufely packed 
in seal~~ conta;nen. .nstde the large falm roll. If accidenhttly you 
should i som& o t thts telly on your skin, wipe it off immedtately. 
·ro avoid a alk-.h burn, wash the area weth plenty of water ft!' 
soon as po~ ble. It is particul•rlr importa11t to k-p the JeU 
11war frOM e · .. altd mouth. Kttep descarded m<tter~als out f 

.,_['f.~~ildren and animals, and out ot contact with cloth •s 
· ·•· •s desc:arded matffri~tls •till contain some icily. . '\ 
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