3.

DATE - TIME GROUP

Gon o 29102502,
SOVURCE

Civilian
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

1
5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
Not reported
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Ground Visual

7. COURSE

FORM
FTD sep 63 0-329 (TDE) Previous editions of this form ma * be used.
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD
2. LOCATION

Ci.lifornia pne

Van i.uy§g,
10, CONCLUSION

Other (MISS.LE) v ?ﬂ

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AMND ANALYSIS

Object was & brilliant white light which appeared to ex

plode into ¢ large gaseous blue and green cloud. Object
was oobserved in the NW skies from observer.
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TTET/UFO  (Maj Quintanilla/70916/mhs/29 Sep 67) Cul

UFO Cbservation, September 21, 1957

Van Ruys; California . 911406.-,. %

1. Reference your letter of September 22, 1967 regarding your unusual
chservation of September 21l. Your sighting was probably caused by a-
missile which wvas launched from Vandenberg Alr Force Base at the
approximate time of your observation. Vandenberg Alr Force Base
officlals explained that the Minuteman I nilssile does not often pro-
duce the effect which you observed, but when it does, the effects can
be seen for extremely long distances. These unusual formations are
produced by light passing through the vapor trail of the missile and

not by a missile blowing up.
2« Thank you for reporting your ocbservation to the Air Force,

C.. MANATT, Colonel, USAP g
ctor of Technology and Subsystems
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Van Nuys, Californiaq}qL |
Seotember 22, 1967

HFector Quintanilla,Jr., Major, USAF

Departaent of The Alr Torce
Yricht-Patterson AF3, Ohlo

Dear Sir:

At 7:50 PM on 9 21 an unusual sizht was
observed 1in the northwest skles over lLos Anzeles.

Tery briefly, this was a brillliant wvhite lizht

whlech seemed to explode 1nto a larsze gaseous blue and
creen cloud. T will ellminate further detelils as I am
sure you willl be recelvins many other letters regsrding

this matter.

T would sppreciste your opinion or exvlanation
as to tre nature of thls occurrence.

Truly yours,

_— e e o - - —
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Called Vandenburgh AFB and asked about the sighting. Sgt.
Hayden said that the sighting was almost undoubtedly caused by
a minetman L which was launched at 1928 local. He said that the
missle does not often produce this eff'ect but when it does it
can be seen for extremely long distances. It is produced by aight
passing through the vapor trail of the missle and not by & missle

blow:lng Upe



