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1. HUMSER OF OIJECTS 

,__on~ 
• 

· 5. LENGTH OF OIS'ERVATION 

• 

6. TYPE OF OISERVATI()flf 

Gro~n:J.-Visue.l 
7. COURSE 

South 
----------------------~ 8. P~OTOS 

n Y•• 
~No 

9. PHYSICAL EYIOINC! 

C1 v •• 
~9{No 

fOitW 

2. L.OCA TION 

:~nsas Cit~. Y~nsas 

10. CONClUSION • 

Surface wind due south at 5 knot s . 
11. B~leF SUMMARY AND A,_.ALYSIS 

• 

• 

• 

The obserrer sighted a metalic l ooking object that tr~veled 
d~e s outh, had a slight "t/Obble in flight, ¥Tis py snake cc,.tld 
b~ se~n abo7e tee obje ct, and seeoed t o expl oje sorue~here 

botwee:l th.e obser,rers heme and Richards- Gabou:..,. ~~ 
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• Page 2 

gu!ls s 
State 

• 

cou ld be m:~d e - i t fl ew a st r aight cour~ \:! c r oJslng t he 
Line several blocks south of our vantage point. 

The Air Force did not acknowl edge any other r~ports, to our group­
nor was there any publicity Biven (to our knowledge) through any 
news media. We received that s ame night two hours after our report 
to the Air Force - what we now know is the standard Air Force 
cozwnent "There were no planes in the area at that time and there 
were no blips on radar". 

~ly conuaent - 'Either they were lying or they had better ove rhaul 
their radar.' The object was within three miles of this major 
air base (Richards Gebauer) when it exploded and it went be tween 
our house and the Air Base ! 

I pressed the Air Force as much as I could into a search for the 
parts because - here wa chance to obtain positive evidence. 
A similar plea to Mr. group for action apparently fell 
on deaf ears. 

Summary of Action after Sighting • 

In~ediately after sighting and explosion of the U.F.O. - the 
writer phoned the WDAF-TV. No other reports had been made but 
the operator interrupted our conversa tion saying tha t the s~itch 
board was lighting up like a Christ~s Tree , then he hung up 
immediately. No furth er reports or T.V. mention. 

I called Johnson County (Kansas) sherriff - he asked a few 
questions and got my name and address. 

• Then I called Richard Gebauer Air Force Base - after several 
minutes I got a party to talk to - then five more minutes delay 
while he looked for the report Form - which must have been five 
pages long, that ended the conversation. 

• 

My next action was to s earch the area (it was dark by now) by car .­
and interviewing people in the area - attendants at Drive-ln, 
Deputy Sheriff at a fir eworks stand, etc . - none had seen or heard 
anything. 

I figured that if the craft was our s o r if it was alien - the Air 
Force in either case would be all over the area like a tent - I 
criss-crossed all the area by car - no military personnel - and 
few civilians. 

I returned ho~e - one-and-a-half hour Inter to find tltat t he she riff 
had interviewed three of the observe r s - but would not admit a~y 
other reports •.. though ~e learned later this sarre man hod t old a 
neighbor that they hod over 25 r eport s !! 
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We hed just gone to bed whe n th e Air Force called - saying ''There 
were no plnnes in the area nt the time and thnt there were no bl i ps 
on radar". The phone clicke:d . 

A week had passed when a secretary from the Air Base called saying 
a Captain So-and-so want s to talk to me- but he won't be in for 
several days. He did call - but he seemed more interested in how 
to join the Astronomy Club than our sighting • 

• 

Several weeks passed - and through friends acti~e in the Navy League 
suggested that I call the skipper of the base - , which I did - he 
suggested to call the Cor.~nder of Richards Gebauer - which I did -

• 

he was out, his assistant sent Col. Mercier to visit us - he ins~ected 
the binoculars, telescope , t he angles - and bearings that we pointed 
out. He apologized for a co~~ent in the Air Force report - that 
the U.F.O. probably was a co~et. I drew pictures, etc. and signed 
them. He left. I called hio two ~eeks later and asked him if he 
had heard anything - He said "Nc - and you won't either." Col. 
Mercier in roy opinion ·is a fine officer and a very likeable person 
but also hnd orders to keep quiet. 

Since I had worked for the Bureau of Standards while an officer in 
the Navy I figured tha t I could at least get some sort of a response 
from Dr. Ed Condon who was head of the Bureau and who had speci­
fically requested one of ~y reports. So I called him long distance 
at my expense obtaining hL~ a fter several days of futile attempts. 

I didn't expect him to re~ewber me, the report or for that matter 
other personnel connected with the project - the project he did 
remember. He said that this vas the toughest job he ever got 
into mainly for the lack of evidence - I said "That's the r eason 
I'm calling !!! I know where the evidence is and with five men 
we can find it in a few hours !" He said that. he is supposed to 
get copies of all reports ~~de by the Air Force, and as soon as 
he saw it would let me know - No answer. I followed with a letter 
to remind him of our conversation - I only asked "Did you get a 
copy of my report? " - Again no answer, none to thi s day. 

-Since this experience with t he authorities nty contac ts have been 
with numerocs other individ~a ls ~ho have had similar experiences 
both in sightings and their contac ts with the Air Force and other 
authorities. · 

Since than I have had a very delight ful and informat i ve fort y-f i ve 
minut e talk vith Dr. All t::n Hynek of Northwestern, · . ..rho is t he only 

, one thus far who has ack:1o· . .- ledged any r eport or conversation . P.e 
• 

will receive the first copy of t his l as t report. 

Signed : 

• 

November 18, 1968 
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The f o llo·.~' ing r eport of a U. F .0. sighttng on July 3, 196~ in the 
Knnsas City .S ubu rb tO\ffi o f Lca·.:ood , I:..nnsa~ i s made by the author 
t h '=' f o 11 o .~· i : . g d i r t..: c t 1 y r ~ l .1 ::. " d G u ~ 1 t [ i c .:1 t 1 on s . 

with 

• 

• 

• 

1) Graduate ~techanlcal Eng ineer with maj or in 
Engineering - Case Ins titu te o( Technology 
(now Case Western Reserve U11ivc r s ity) 

Aeronaut :t ctt l 
1939 

2) Licensed private pilot since 1941 
700 flying hours, primary glider to cross country and 
acrobatics type planes. 

3) Three and a half yea r s instruc tor at Univers ity of Houston 
tea ching army and navy pilots , Theory of Flight, Ai r 
Navigation, Aircraft Engines , Heteoro!_9_gy. 

4) Aviation Ordnanc e Officer, U.S. Navy, assigned to the des ign 
and testing of a classified bomb director during World War II. 
This included ~~ny hours of flight testing - as we]l as 
training pilots etc. on the proper use and maintenance of 
this equipment. This included duty at U.S. BUreau of Standards , 
Tactical test s ection U.S. Naval Air Station at Patuxient 
Aircraft Carri ers Boxer and Tara\va as well as numerous air 
stations and depots . · 

5) Licensed Proff esional Engineer in the State of Kansas . 

6) Mamber various Engineering and Technica l societies. 

7) Member of the Ast r onomy Club of Kansas City. 

8) 

• 

Observed many ~eteorological phenomenCJ at sea, in the air, 
etc. such as St. Elno's fire on sail boats , planes , all s orts 
of mirages , as ~ell as hundred s of halos, s un dogs , etc . 
many i rr.age distortions due to temperature invers ions, l and, 
sea and air. Corono discharges on high voltage power lines, 

• 

a tornado from an airplane, inverted thund~rheads , hurricanes, 
~ater spouts, sonic pressure waves, north ern lights, comets, 
metoors, satelites , asteroid showers, are so~e of the sightings 
and identified by the observer . 

9) ~~ile on sea duty with U.S. Navy othe r duti es such as liason 
officer be twe~n air group and aircraft carrier , pho tographic 
officer , monitored r adio and rada r in ere , pl ane accident 
investiga tions , etc. 

10) Fourteen years as a field ~elding enginee r f o r Lin co ln Elect ric Co . 

11) Instruc t ed at (3) universities - U of Houston , Univ . of California 
d T • • • f \ I • • t.' c i ·an u n~v~rs~ty 0 .l~ssourl a t .... ans as ty. 

12) Developed and pat en ted several products i n plas ti cs , e l ec t ronics , 
etc. Now pres ide.nt of Nicholl Bros., rnc . of Kansa s Cit y , 
~issouri = rn~nuf~ctu r e rs of flas hlights , lante r ns , e tc. 
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· Pro:;>osed reply to letter fro::l Congressman r,.1inn 1 da-ted 14 ~'.ay 69. 

• 

1. Reference the UFO sighti~6 of 3 July 1967 from Kansas City, Kansas. 

After an initial investigation by the Project Blue Book Staff, it has been 

determined that the object seen by ~~. ~as almost certainly a 

balloon1 probably a GarLnent Bag Hot Air Ealloon. (See attached description.) 

2. Surface ~eather observations were requested from the United States Air 

Force Environmental Technical Applications Center (ETAC), WashingtonJ D. c. 

and are as follows: 
• • 

• 

Kansas City 9:00 p.c. CDT (4/0200Z) 

3/8 alto-c~~ulous coverage 
Surface wind from 36o0 at 5 knots 
Visibility - 15 miles 
Temperature - 19°C 
Dew Point - 12°C 

Y~nsas City 10:00 p.m. CDT (4/0300Z) 

Clear 
· Surface wind from 4o0 at 6 knots 

• 

Visibility - 15 miles 
Temperature - 19oc 
Dew Point - 11oc 

• 

3· Upper air data to 5000 ft vas also requested. Tne closest upper air 

stations and closest times available ~ere from: 

• 

Columbia, lwlissouri 

Alt in meters 

580 
1045 
1527 
2029 

Tope a, Kansas 

Alt in meters 
6oo 

1066 
1549 
2055 

7:00 p.:n. CDl' 

Direction 

Fror:1 3000 
Fro:n 300° 
From 300° 
From 290° 

7:00 p.m. CDT 

• 

Direction 
From 10° 
Fro!ll 4o0 

From 310° 
From 320° 

• 

• • 

Speed 

14 knots 
16 knots 
18 knots 
19 knots 

Speed 
6 knots 
6 knots 
8 knots 

19 knots 
, . 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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4. It is felt that the evaluation of balloon (Hot Air) is conbistent vith 

the description and flight characteristics of the object. 

UFO Description and Flight Characteristics 

Wobble in flight (slight roll and pitch 
combined) 

Wispy lines of vapor 

Bright red-orange lights 

Reflective surface 

50 tt in diameter 

Explosion and debris 

Lack of debris on the ground 

Duration of about 5 minutes 

Traveled due south 

No radar contact. 

Comments 

Characteristic of balloon flight. 

Probably smoke from burniD6 heat 
source for balloon. 

Heat sources. 

Reflections from plastic bag. 

Impossible to estimate unless 
distance is knovn. 

1. Possibly caused by a small 
firecracke~ attached to ·the base 
of the balloon. 

2. Possible misinterpretation of 
natural decay of balloon • 

• 

There would ba little left of the 
balloon. It would not be as far 
away as observer estimated. Would 
tend to go unnoticed, since the 
observer Yould be looking for 
metallic debris. 

Suitable duration for Rot Air Balloo 

Surface wind southerly at about 
5 knots. 

Balloon vould be an extremely poor 
reflector for radar. 

5· On the basis of the above similarities 1 this sighting is to be carried 

under the balloon category in Project Blue Book files • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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CAilLE ADDRESS "OaSERVATORY" 

Lt. Colonel Hector Quintanilla, J=., USAF 
Ci1ief, Aerial Phenomena Office 
D~?artment of t!1a Air Force 

1\ugu:;t 5, 1969 

H~~ldqu~rtol·s Forciqn 'l'cchno.Logy Division (l\I·'SC) 
~·lright-P~ttcrson 1\ir I·'orcc Dus~, Ohio ~1 ~-13 J 

Dear Hector: 

Thunk you for your letter of 1 July and its enclosure. 
I have recently returned fro~ a f a irly extensive trip to 
Europe, with the main objective of naming craters of the 
far side of the moon, a meeting of a committee of which I am 
Chairman. 

I found the cases you sen~ extremely interesting. I 
am particularly pleased with you~ resume of the Cochrane, 
Wisconsin sighting and your credit line to me. My only minor 
comment is that I would have replaced the word "possibly" by 
"probably • ., 

I see no reason to get excited over the Kansas City 
sighting. Dut apparently }lcDonald can work up a sweat about 
anything. I think the analysis of a small balloon, probably 
a garment bag hot air balloon, is probable. The suggestion 
of a firecracker is also reasonable, in view of the d~tc. I 
f0cl that not enough attcntio~1 !:as been p.:1id to the date, the 
C\"~ninq be tore the Fuurth of J \.lly. 'l,h0 dc:-; cri.pt· ion :• ound~;, to 
r :it ~, moru like..~ :H."n:c.~ :"''"t ' t of t i. J' c."' \\'" ) :·1-..!; ,-~ \ t lh'l. ~h•1n t h ,, 1d .-,:~< ',. 
l><-l lloon. I nm not t~\nLl.li,~.t, \vi. Lh . d . L <h ,, ,,)t l\1:• ,,t. Hhh l, !,L\ r L ~: ~.:·­

v:orks. However, I h .:tv 0 s~...;cn s o: :~0 f o rm:.; o f Cl;l ·c c._!.;, o l Len 
colored, which are sent up with ~ rocke t an~ come down with 
d parachute. I give little we ig~t to the s tat emen t that re­
f lections of trees could be s een on the flat bottoHl surfa ce. 
: iow~ver, the lines of Vilpor \·Jou l e: b e qui t.e in kcepinCJ VIi th 
!:; orne sort o£ flare. '£here i s .10 'da y of k no\·ti ng hov·/ f a r a v;ay 
.:. t. v1as. Th~y don't kno\l i t:s s i ~2 . a owever, the description o f 
"u shallow inverted bo\·11" docs suggest. to me the pa rachute • 

I tl1ink tl1at tl1c failure o f the Air Force to r ecord any 
i ' i . '' H , : ' o t" 1- .-~~ 1 ,., r · i \\ d i. ("" 1·. r"' :-: l h ,.., \- i l · \ 1 ,, n n c 'I I 1 n I i 1 i 11· r • i 1 1 i ' ~ ~ I•' :1 1 I • 
1\. ~ ;uar~h ut ~d.:. O.t4es in tl1u cu_- ,..:n JdJ. ,j 1\ t. 1Jl. l..Jd\ t,..: c:: a dut ~ .LiC h L ...: G( 

\v:1 e1.t was observed. The dcs cri!;>t.ion of ''lig ht weigh t particles 
fluttering down,•• is entirely consistent with the idea that the se 

•• 

• 

• 
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Lt. Colonel Hector Quint~r.illa -2- August 5, 1969 

were the kind of phosphorescent soarks so characteristic of . ~ 

£~reworks. The explosion as de s cribed is more consistent with 
my explanation as fireworks rather than a plastic balloon and 
as part of the explosion, some of the falling debris could have 
produced the observation of the two heavy parts. 

The foregoing is my analy!.iis for wh;tt it :i.:' wrn:·Lll. J. 
will be interested in getting your rcactio11. 

\iith reference to the Jefferson City sigl1ting, I am 
certainly not impressed either with the principal olJ~crvcr or 
\"i th Ilyncl<' s interview with him. 

Estimates of size and distuncc mean ~bsolutcly not.hing. 
'l'hc shape is something like a plastic balloon. One cannot help 
but wonder about tl1e man's eye cond ition. However, he was 
observing through the \-lindshield und such observations can· 
al\vays be misleading. Could it, for example, have been a re­
flection of the moon? A person seeing such a reflection, when 
driving, will observe it to maneuver. He makes the statement 
that "at one time it was directly overhead." 

At no time does he indicate t~at he stopped the car, got 
out and observed. He claims that he observed with both binoculars 
and a telescope. Most certainly the question s hould have been 
asked whether he tried to observe with these instruments through 
his ·windshield or through the side windows. Were tl1e side windO\-IS 
up or down? ~vas the top down? Otherv1ise how does he knott~ it \-las 
directly overhead? These are vital questions that should .have 
been asked. I should like to know what his eye correction is. 

He advances a fantastic theory to explain the s ightin~. 
F'l'( 'i\\ th~ ctcr;ct4 iption I \1/ o ul cl ju(1'1 C' l:hut h o 11,,""1 1·P(,d r~f' '"" of tla« ~ 
\\\\' \ · ,~ q\'\\:;.\t\,,\\.\1 h,,,,l\:' '''\ l ll·'d J'l 'dj)llllii.(n\. ll l 11 lnrd:ilc'IIC(' t· ll.tt 

' \\. ' "' I \ ... l • ' "' ' ' .. ~ d ,., r \ \\ ' ' \ '\ l r \'It '\ t ,, t. ., 1 r..; ') ., ' . ' , \ u ..; •"" q s \1 ~ I d L t ' ' \ ll s il t \I \ n (: lJ i. !1 
.. .l. ~ ~a"·"~ : \' .:.l..:J un ,.z,~:n.:3\V~, · , ;\l::J•• ~,:,,q\l . h( o \,dul\l'J~ lh ' .::l, ;\,,.\ l 

t hink he 111\.ls t h u vo r u<.h.i son1t..: o f tth~; LJt•'u LH) )k::. t l\c-4t in~ i s t t.l, a t. 
the Air Force is trying to keep t h is a !;e c re t. 

It certainly could have bee n a plas tic balloon, it could 
h 0ve bc <.~n light rc f lc~ ctions of varie d ch c:t rnct:c r. It cou] (1 h.-.·,n 
i '.\I \ \\ il !~ t ·' \. u ' . l d ,, " (' I • .I r t ll p ( t} • ~ n • -v n t . " );I !1 ., , I f "~ i , I, I I I tt f I I,. ,1, I I· • • 
'l \. Ht~ , '( l I''' \ J l11ol• t\ -/ 111 \I I II• l · :t l t lli I tl 1 I I t~ • ol i · II 111 I I 1111 • :.,, , I d \l o. I I J,., •/ H 

1•• ••'1 \ \ 1al\ \ttl dt • ' ' ""''• 1\1 1\HIId l.l. a ! t~ l ild l 1t' 1Vat 1 1111111 d fl ll d ·. lollf1111 

t i \.H\ ,, l''tlut. " '~ "'") ,,,,, , , , 1, 111""· 

l\:. ~ fin.:tl c omment, Lhc s t.:1 tcmcnt ln hi s iutc rv.i c t.·l ~bout 
"r_' 1:(' "(('0;) 11 0(; ·:dn l \ l ~"lj ("' nt· r." ~ G fi'!l':' F.-p n j_ lj . . l r·it·.v •.,;it-h t- J, ,. -i ~ -n ""'' ' ..... 1 n -; .·r. 
I ~ • I • I t • • I I i . • I.' . \ I ! ~ : .. : .. ·I . . I I ! . ! . . t · It . ~ . f I . . , . . ' . . . . .. ; ·. I i · .• . I • • 

~u tl l' vi L!i~ (:L l. ~~C<-41 :( \.,;v .i. \ .. :\j l~u l.J .1. .L~ ~ ~~ d .i.&. L l l ~ lHl :t l~Li t . ui .\ \-ulll..l ~ 
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. 
• REMARKS • 

• 

Request surface observations for 3 July 1967 for 
2100 and 2200 hours CDT from Kansas City, Missouri • 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

FROM DATI: 

1.,. r 1!~ ., . 1 <;1'=0 

PHON £ " 
TDPT (UFO) 
Lt Car mon L. M9.rano 

70916 

• 

• 

DD FORM 9~ 
1 OCT 60 .,_, 

-It GPO: lso.l 0 ~R94 

·-- -·---- ~ .. .. __ .. 
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Lt. Colonel Hector Quintanilla -3- i\uq u:; L !) , 1 (J r, !J 

Scientists. And I . all\ partic:uJ drly :Hll ' l''. i : ;,,d ,·11 IIi ,. n 1 ;II '''II ' " " 
thut he miCJht h\tVo J,u< lll .. ,,~:··d ,. ;; ,, 1 ,,; 1." \•ll•t~f ; ,, ''"'"' ' " ''' , , 
l:o l:he po.Ln l:., Uyuol·~' 11 n l..ll.<:HH'Id. U 1.a l: < · ,,, ~~ , ,,. tuPI 1 ''" ou 1 1, , J 

Nation~l Acuclcmy of Sc.L\.!ncc!; <.:oulu nJ.: 1<1 1"'v'' I"""• :.n Hurul. 

Another thincJ thul: utrikc.~;, me! n :; ItC H: " I 1;11 · In ldn ' '''" • • 

t .1. n u e d r c f c r c n c c to " w o :r." l d w ~, r. J 11 " d ,, " : t , " \.J 1 l l "'' l ~ , , .. , u) , ., , 1. r '...n. 
someone only 25. He claims to l1ave 20-~0 vision, but is thi3 
with or without glasses? 

• • 

As for my ev.:tluation, I \·lould suy thut the obicct seen 
could 'le ry \'le ll hnve been a garment baq. llo\.J P. V~t~, t111f iJ thP 
•pl,HlLLuua .1 lln\fo a'' nl.hc\·t :1IJI•ttl. vl.c\Jill•J il"""'Jil ,Jlet•l•t\lo "' ,Ji"d 

shields are cleared up, I would not ditiminti llhJ }hl:;n.i.ld. ·l i 'v ,), 
reflections; reflections of the moon, o( : ;t.\1·:•, ,aud po:•:• .il JJy of 
other lights. However, if the interview i s reopened, I \-Jould 
strongly suggest that someone other than Hynek ask the questions. 
He should be asked to reconstruct precisely where he was looking 
and how he was looking, and not give him any leading questions. 
Frankly, I do not trust the judgment of the observer • 

• 

Well, Hector, it is easy for me, \'li thout any evidence 
other than in the files you have sent, to sit back and try to 
reconstruct what might have happened. I can be a long way off. 
But if I have at least suggested some new leads and new thoughts, 
I shall be satisfied. · 

It begins to look as if I shall do the children's book 
on UFO's. If so, I shall want to get as much photographic 
material from you as I possibly can. 

Witl1 nty very best regards ~nd many thanks for your 
c~'~'·ti1tueJ int~rest in my cvalu(lticn~.;, I ,,m, 

Cordi~lly y ours , 
• ... 

• • • .. .. . ~ ._ ' 

D~\~1/mb 
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... ,, • • ~ '- I.. • " "''J, 1 ~',..... .. ('' \. . 'J.:" .• , :'~ .. ~ 0· "..t~.s ].3 rl ~ ··e ~ •Lt~ I' ..:.~~"::.""\ - ·~r j 1 t ~ !l ')~( . r,:_"''" '\ ;·'J·• ,1.,.: 1 -.: .... ~3 ' 3 , 

.r~·c~ ived fr.;,::1 t n~ Unite J S~;~.te.:; Air Fore :! Snviro~ilcnt"\1 l'echni .!..'!l u._ ~,pl i ­
c ~ t i ons Center (L:TAC ), ~ :ash in.5 t n , D. C. 

Kans·Js City 9: 00 p. m. CDT (4/020C~) 

3/8 alto-cwculous covera~e 
Surface wind from 360 dee at 5 knots 
Visibilit y - 1.5 miles 
Temperature - 19 deg C 
~w Point - 12 deg C 

Kansas City 10:00 p.~. CDT (4/0JCOZ) 

Clear 
Surfa L~ wir.d fro~ 40 deg at 6 knots 
Visibility - 1.5 mile~ 
Temperat~re - 19 deg C 
Dew Point - 11 d9g C 

-..Jpper 
times 

air d~ta to 5,000 feet . 
available were from: 

The clos~st upper ~ir stat ions and closest 

Columbia , Nissouri 7:00 p. Cl . CDT 

Al t in meters Direction 
• Speed 

580 Ii'rc::m 300 deg 
• 

lh knots 
104.5 Fron JOO d.eg 16 knots 
1527 ~ 

r ro:n J CO deg 18 :-<not s 
2029 ? 'J!'T! J.: r . . 290 deg 19 knot s 

• 

Topeka, Kans~s • 7:00 p .m • CDT 
• 

Alt in meters Direct i on S need 
• 

600 ~-~ ... oo lO deg 6 kncts 
10t6 Fran 40 deg 6 knots 
1549 From JlO deg 8 kr..ots 
205.5 From 320 deg 19 k n o t s 
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lvlEMO F'OR RECORD 

SUBJECT: UFO Sight ing of 3 July 1969 

23 ~Iay 1969 
1110 Hrs EM' 

Called Lt. Col. Mercier 
Richards Gebaur AFB 
(ext. 2668/2102) 

• 

• 

1. Col. ~ercier stated that he did talk to Mr. a 
submitted his report of the sighting to the 328th Fighter ··~~~ 
c report were much the same as in Mr. letter. 

aid that the object had exploded somewhere between his home 
and ve-i te~ roughly 3 mi. sough of his home. Col. l~rcier 
stated that Mr lived in a fairly heaYily populated suburban district 
but that there was farm land to the south. He felt that if an object as 
described by Mr. had actually exploded in the a~a, it would have been 
seen and heard by many others. No physical evidence was f ound by either the 
police department or by Col. ~~rcier, both of whom at l east looked at the ·area 
where the explosion reportedly took place. Col. Merc ier di d thi~~ t hat Mr. 

seen something . He stated that he first fe lt that ~~. may 
uQve seen a light plane which ~~s landing a t the State Li ne Airport, a small 
airport just south of the drive-in theater. However, s ince the night w~nager 
was not at the airport the night of the sighting , there ~s no way of knowing 
if a small plane had landed at about t he time of the sight i ng . He a lso stated 
t hat aircraft departing from t he Kansas City ~runicipal Airport often pass over 
the area. 

2. Col. ~~rcier stated that at the time he sub~itted his report t o t he 328th 
Figh·t er Group, the group was in the · process of deactivati ng. 

3. He also stated that he had recently received a 
re questing that he try to locate the recrods of the 
do so and has already submjtted his report to this 

2 7 M d-Y 61 
I 

l etter from Washington, D. C. 
sight i ng. He ~~s unable to 
effect to Washington, D. C. 

C.JLLed e.L . I'ler~: i~ r '.s ~.£~ i c e 

Ul :).J. J.. ,uVJ r CrJ D. Q . 

OiNof -{ ?L/(ed -(_a s.,r )_e .. -;~ . 7fle. J... t::. .f_.f: c:. r 

Tt! .J /JLve( /, e.~ 0 ~ N I ( /l. P. 
• 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 
OEPARTr·!ENT 0~, THE AIR FORCE 

Washington, D.C. 
• • • • 

"' • 

• 

• 

• 

Date 
• 

( 28 ~lay 69 
• - ·· · Suspense 

Category 
• • •• •• 

MEl-10RANDUM FOR: SAFOI , -. 
\ 
I 

• 

SUBJECT: UFO 

• • .. 
•• 

• • 

• 

. 

• 
• 

• 

• • 
• .. 

1. The attached correspondence is fon~arded for 

• 

preparation of a proposed reply (double-spaced draft in 
duplicate). Strict adherence to all provisions of HOI 

· 10-20 is imperative, ~iith particular attention being 
given to meeting the established suspense date. , 

• 

,, 
' ' 

2. Please return t his memorandum and attachment(s) . 
• 

3. Remarks: • 

• 

• 

·. . 
• 

• 

• 
• 

4. SAFLL Action Officer is --~M~a~i~C~o~c~h~r~a~n~------' 
Extens ion 57205 . 

-.. ~4 
l~ I ~;.A-:.­

J HN ~- ?-1BRPHY 
~ ajar General, ~~ 

~~irector , Legis~~~ 

• 

, 

Liaison 

• 

.. . --, - .,, • • J : • 
L I ,. (.. I • ' 1 l . • . . . • 

J .,. ,. _ . 
1 • ..... -· • . ..... , . . - .. . .. . --., . .. . ' 

·" . ..., -· . ...,.) 

,. . 
f.\ '.) . . 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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• 
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YIA' .. tllN•~ rut ' C l r& ' l• 
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~OOM St J, t IO'J"l. Orn~ lJu Lc111,., 

Coot. i' C :' -~<I !i-2:Jt. !i 

Ll\f\H 'f WINN, Je ~. 
• KAN!;AS • 

• 
• • 

• • 
• Cf>'''·"TTlC!:: • 

~Cil :-l~f ANO A!oTRON~UliC5 ~cn~ress of tl)c t-1iliteb {)tate~ 
~)ou:Je o{ ::.\eprc;;cnt(itil;t£5 

i[ta%~htnton, ?J.<C. 20515 

FtiCI ll. f' 0 L t;t)~IO 

A:-lVItfl~r" ·'T',.· /\:.• •.;. ,,. .,r 
20 ~ F· .J ' "' t~ 1 • , 

!ill: ·C(\',. M ll"rr -.. 
M • ,•, .,o S"J.CL f"Ll' HT 

' D I:;;THIC T O F CO~UMOIA 

• 

• 

l·tay 14, 1969 

l-faj or General John Hu rphy 
Director, Legislative Liaison 
Office of the Secre tary of the Air Force 
Washington, D.C. 20330 

Dear General Hu rphy: 

• 

1 would like to take this opportunity to request an official 
report from the Department of the Air Force '"i th regard to their 
investigation on a reported sightin~ of an "unidentified flying 
object" on the date of July 3, 1967 in the Kansas City Knnsas-
'Hissouri area. 

One of my constituents, Nr. of. Leawood, Knnsas 
has brought to my attention a report on his obser~tion of this 
phenomenon and it is my belief, after reading his summary, that 
there is some substnnce to this sighting and to the thousands of 
similar observations which have largely been ignored and laughed 
over the years. 

at 

I ~~ enclosing the entire file, which has been excellently prepared 
and is complete and self-explanatory. I would only like to drmv 
attention to the fact that this sighting occurred within close 
proximity of one of the largest and most important Air Force bases 
in the nation - Richards Gebauer. It is quite disturbing to note 
that Hr ceived no satisfactory acknoHledge:.".tent of his 
report of this observation. • 

Thank you for any assis tance you may offer. As a mcnber of the 
Science and Astronautics Comnittee here in the House I am most 
interested in the UFO i ssue. . 

Hos.t sincerely, 

I . 
~ ) Li.-"t ·-,_ ~(- \... ..._, 

LARRY WINN' , JR • 
• 

. \ 
L - ·- '- '- - - (\_ ' 

) 
Henb e r oE Cono r ess t.) 

I 

\ 

L\~: ln 
enclo$ures 

• 

/ 
0 

-

• 
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Honorable Larry Winn 
Congress~~n 

Federal Building 
Kansas City, Kansas 

Dear Sir: 

• 

Leawood , Kansas 

April 17, 1969 

• 

After spending some time with he suggested that I 
give you copies of the complete reports, letters, etc. pertaining 
to the sighting of a UFO from our residence in Lea\vood. 

You will note the complete indifference to this sight i ng by the ) 
Air Force and I am pursuing this in the full belief that the 
entire subject is o£ utntos t importance - \Jhile at the same time 
conscientious United States citizens have been rid iculed and 
suffered undue hardships. 

Of most i mportance, in my opinion, of this particular sighting 
was the almost certain possibility of recovering hard,~are or 
proof of the existence of these objects. To my knowledge only 
one other such explosion has been seen and that \vas in Brazil. 

I would appreciate your co~~ents and the opportunity to discuss 
briefly not only the contents and details of the r epor t but my 
suggested plan for proper investigation. 
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• 

• 

• 
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PREFACE 

The following report •..:as made to the proper authorities of the 
U. S. Air Force within minutes of the obse rva tion of the UFO 
and its final des truction on July 3, 1967. 

• 

t 

Since then this has been discussed with other authorities on the 
subject, ·such as Dr. Ed Condon, Col. ~tercier, Dr. Allan Hynek. 

• • 

I am hereby publicizing this report to additional persons and groups 
interested in this phcnomenum, because of my sincere hope that the 
U.S. Government will make an intensive full scale development pro­
gram towards building similar devices, for if they don't Russia 
will. Further, the Air Force's attitude toward U.F.O. reports from 
conscientious U. S. citizens has resulted in undue hardships and 
ridicule to these people as well as directly misleading the -- ·---Ar.lerican people. 

1 firmly believe we are far closer to the development of these 
unusual devices than is generally believed, and I have several 
ideas on this. 

The U.F.O. sighted in this report exploded within sight of one 
of the largest and most important Air Force bas es in the U.S • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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U. F . 0 . 
J l!)y J, 1 967 

Briefly, the sighting occ urcd dur i tlg a quie t fantily party on 
our patio - our exci tE:':iJC'nt attractt:-d others of our household 
and a neighbor. Firs t, no t ed a bright r ed orange 
light bearing about 30 deg rees fro rrt norttt - as we watched it 
we became ~ware that it ~as an obj ec t - complete ly unlike any­
thing we had ever seen. We ran for a s e t of binolulars and my , 
4 telescope. All had a chance to obs erve the obj ect through 

• 

• 

the binoculars, inc] ud ing a ne i ghbor who brough t he r O\ffi 

binoculars - only the writ e r sa~ the object in t he teles cope­
which proved difficul t to train on the object due to its limit ed 
field. 

The sun had set a few minu tes before the sighting , and the s ky 
~as very bright and perfectly clear. TI1ere wer e no clouds, no 
stars or comets were visible, (the Air Force included clouds and 
possible com~t in the ir r eport). The conditions were ideal , 
including the s e tting sun at our backs. 

The obj cct appeared as dr a'~.rn on the a tt ach ed shee t - two persons 
(one the writer) with binocular s we re wa t ching the object, as 
well as the othe rs wa t ching unaided a t the ti me of explos i on , 
which was over an area of farm land, wood s , brus h and a few 
houses on the Kans as side of the Xissouri-Kansas Sta t e l i ne 
13 - 14 miles from t he center of Kansas Ci t y, Hissour i . The 
explosion cc cur ed on a bear ing of a bo ut 170 - 175 from our 
ob s ervation po i nt - or al2os t due s outh . 

The edges and surface s ~ere sha rp a nd clear - br ight me t a llic 

• • 

in color similar to polished sta inles s steel - r eflec tions of 
green trees could be seen on t he fl a t bottom sur f a ce - and its 
wobble in flight (slight roll and pitch combined) was unlike any 
known aircraft - trave l ing considerabl~ f as ter than the wind, t h e 
~ispy lines of vapor coning to a po i n t above t he objec t add ed 
another unusual feat ur e - any other a ircraf t wo uld leave v apor or 
smoke tra i ling. The t hree very bri gh t r ed orange l ights a ppeared . 
to be non-directiona l - a ca r bon a r c at that d istance wou ld not 
have appeared as l a r ge nor would t her e be as much total ligh t. 
As it wobbled through t~~~ air - \.:hen the edge near£st us was up 
occasionally ~e coul d s~ e a fa i~ter r ed orang e light on the 
opposite s ide - all l ight s appear ed o~ the trailing edge - o r 
abaft the beam on the po~t and s ta ~boa rd quarte r s . 

It appear ed as a shal lo~ inver t ed bo~l with a flat cove r (botto~ 

side) - one obse rve r t hought t hey sa· ... · soall por t ho les , o the r s 

• 

1 did no t. Whe ther t he SU:-tligh t ~aS hit t i ng th e objec t a t the 
es tima ted a ltitude we ~re no t su r e . 

• 

It i s dif fic ult i f not i~?os sible to.estina t e dis t ance , s i ze or 
spee d when al l a r e unka r; ·.r.1 - i f t he size we r e kno ·,.;n , s peed a nd 
di s tar:c e es t ima t es wou lu be e.:1s ie r. !·bny smn ll p l rt nP.s fly a 
s in i L .! r co u r s e in appro<! c: h t" e a s r. ..a 11 a i r p or t abo u t fou r m i 1 e s 
s outh. The d i ame t e r a p?:!a r ed t o be abou t fi ft y f ee t if any 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

' 


