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o PROJECT 10073 RECORD 8 |
|1. DATE ¢ YIME CROUP 2. LOCATION -
21 Apr 67 22 /02005 south Hilk, Tirginia on2 withnass

‘ulli

1. MUHRER OF CBJECTS

E"; 12

10.

CONCLUSION

L-lh :1 '11—1f L-{"-. .:-..:- L

L
i5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

gacons or two
TYPE OF CR:ERVATION

1[‘1 Yes
A Mo

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
ad Yes

I No

FOSu

FTD seepe3s 0-22% (TDE)

11.

BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Coserver wubtched a large
12 feet in ula““uET, _
gudrdzsn the ob rt :11::.'1;'-? pared
ups 4s the L departed a
sunzaresd benes object.

Ii‘: Lhe center or

] -

1t burnt

DUrny area, Or surrounding arsaa.

18 # ¥ ! A - . L
Tne case is beinz carried as unident:
hozx is nossible,

Previous s<iizions of this form may be used.

the burnt area rour mat
anslysis revealad no unusual chemicals in

silver colored object, sporoxirztely
ingz on the highway.
instantancz
orilliant white

A1) of a

TOiNe 5
coliuny of £i e
& I-‘ ce on Lhe road,
Tound,

the

. L . a5 lnds
oualy # ot B it 17

A -
L] o .
L % '-.-r-I--'l' I1I|.'|- 1"




DEARBORN OBSERVATORY
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

F
LII:,-’ 1°1 l.‘:i‘r -]. l,.-'J':u..-"|JIIl
- " CIMTTYTIT )
Flo \TDETR)
Fes2arch and Aerial FPhenomenon Division

»izht Patterson Air Force Base
Onlo -‘P;S-’#HB

Attn: Major Hector Cuintanilla, Jr.

I o= sending two reports (164), one by Hl and one by {‘
’. This is thzs sighting of April 21, 1%67 at South Hill, Virginia.
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U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This questionnaire has been prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much
informz*ion os possible concarning the unidentified carial phenom=non that you have observed.
Plesz= *ry to cnswer as many guastions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be vs=2 for ressarch purposes. Your nams will not be used in connection with any statements,
=anz'usions, or publications without your parmission, We request this parsonal information so
that 1= 1t is deemed nacessary, we may contact you for further details,

When did , su see the object? 2. Tf'z'l‘e“ of Huy: :.l_.-_."l/f:[ -.'“,"f_.{"/- i o
Hour Minutes
i WPt 2/ / A ’{‘ & (Circle One): AM. or 6,;4_ }
I Day Manth Year S
vy
3, Time Zona:
(Circle One): a. Eostern (Circle One): a. Daylight Saving
b. Centrzal b. 'f51q“dgid'
: c. Mountcin oSt
d. Pccific
e. Other -

4, ¥Where were you when you saw the zoject?

¥t |

i
- . /;I o “ t ; Y
Caetli X L Ll _5;_1.‘/54/ e 2-'*(2-_

= = e e — =

-

tl-h\-
1

By
et .
"‘l\.

Necrest Postal Address City or Town State oc:Cownty
5. How lona was object in sight? (Tata! Duration) L0 e e Ml T ) e
Hours Minutes Sesconds
{
3. Certain c. Not very sure
b, Feirly certain d.(.lus* a guess .
4 L J.-"I - ——e g T
5.1 How wes time in sight determined? .-'*,:.4_*_;% e St e
5.2 WaS Somemt = 5 sht continuousiy? - Yes 3 et NE
| 6. What was the ccnzition of the sky?
' DAY NIGHT
l a, Dright a, Bright
s .
Doy ” b. (Cloudy:
- . ; : e d
7. IF you sow the chiect during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the ﬂb}écl?
(Circle One): a. in front of you d. To your left & ~7 7 E,-';F/f ;7-
b. In back of you e. Overheod Vi
c. To your right f. Don't remembear =
FORM i B

FTD OCT 62 ]64 Thin form asuperardeas FTH 164, Jul 61, which is obanlete,
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8. IF you saw the object at NIGHT, what did you notice concerning the STARS and MOON?

Poga 2

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):

a. hone a. Bright moonlight

b, L. Py b. Dull mnnnllgh‘l‘

c. Many c. No moonlight —\left"l dark:
d. ::*'1 remamber d. Don’t remembar

-

What wers 1~a waather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS (Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One):

a. Clecr sky a. Dry
b. Hazy b. Fog, mist, or light rain
c. Scaottersd clouds c. Moderate or heavy rain
d. :l'hflc cr heavy clquis;. d. Snow

=l . e. Don't remember

10. The objec: cppeared: (Circle One):
a. Solid d fa-’ls_n light »
b, Tronsszrent Don't ramember
c. Yapor
11, 1f it uppea-e-j as a light, was it brighter than the brightest stors? (Circle One):
& *ngH*er c. About the same
b “Timmer d. Don't know
11.1 Compzrs brightnmass to some common object:
P bt b forg .
& 78 Z i
7 7
12. Tha adaes of the object were:
g i / / "flr P L
(Circle Ore): a. Fuzzy cor blurred e. Other “icial™ (2~ 1:,7‘_/ L i
5, Like c bright ster -
Cs ..:hurp y outiined i -._i'f“"_"...":-V:{L.. -"'.-'_.-{;.:_'..:_?__"_
', Don’t remembear ST S e
13. Did the ob == (Circle On= for each question)
o, Appecr tc stand still at any time? Yes No Don’t know
b. Suddenly szeed up and rush ewey at any time? ‘C{'t‘s‘) No Don't know
c. Bresk up into parts or explode? Yes No Don't know
d, Give o/t smoke? Yes No Don’t know
e. Changs brightness? Yes No Don’t know
f. Changs shape? Yes No Don’t know
g. Flash cr flicker? Yes No Don’t know

h. Disappear ond reappecr? Yes No

Don’t know
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| 15, Did the =z ~fove behind sonfething at any time, particularly a cléud?

(Circia One): Yes @‘) Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what

it meve- sehind:

- = S AT S e — P e e s

— P i e = e Sm e B e i i i

4 . L
16. Did the'b‘;:}é#{n"nve in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud?

i

w, .

l (Circle One): Yes @/ Don’t Know. |IF you answered YES, then tell what

Tyl g3 b o~ A4 e e L it Al TR 1 T o L e e e e

} a. Secund __ B A X

= - =, - AT Y
» l b. Color Q‘.’:_é_'fl-_é’;-:ﬂﬁ L e 2 A /}_14.‘ el LD _,"...i"f,_ & O L%-::; Lf
/ v 4

/ pid

I"J' L= LA

18, We wish to know the angular size. =as!d a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and note how
much cf the objact is covered by the haad of the match. |f you had performed this experiment at the time of the
sighting, hew much of the object wou!d have been covered by the match head?

L{uf:.,.;ff_:... 7 wEl &P x:;/ :
| / /]

19. Dreow o piziure thot will show the shzpoe of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

of the ohjec- r==¢ v 5u saw such =z wings, protrusions, etc,, and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails.

Place en arrow seazice the drawing t2 show the direction the objact was moving.
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20.

Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?
cl /
(Circle One) Yes ijﬂ:

IF you answared YES, then what speed would you estimate? . =

21. Do you t-ink you can estimate how far away from you the object was?
(Cirele One) Qas i No
IF you answered YES, then how far away would you say it was? Lhcyh -..«'-r'/ //ﬁ"" .o

22. Where w=ra you located when you saw the object? 23. Were you (Circle Dne}
(Circle One):

In the business section of a city?

a. Insize 2 building In the residential section of a city?

Yo o

b. Ina car & In open countryside?
:@E arsy d. Near an airfield?

d. In ur-.";rplnne (type) e. Flying over a city?

e. At sec f. Flying over open country?
f. Other = =1 S T I e e

rD
.

|5 you wera MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

24.1 Whar direction were you moving? (Cirele One)

a. North c. East e. South g. West
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest '
24.2 How fast were you moving? __ —miles per hour,

24.3 Did veu stop at any time while you were looking at the object?

'Circle One) Yes No

25, Did you chserve rn:{';‘?-i{tfthrau zh any of the following?

g, Eyeglosses Yes No e. Binoculars Yes No

b. Sun sicsses Yes Ne f. Telescope Yes No

c. Windasriels Yes No g. Theodolite Yes No

d. ¥indow ;253 Yes No h. Other Ll _.6.7'_«&.!--*" = -
/|

26. In order thot vou can give as clear a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words a common

object or obi=zts which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw.

J:'L;?"'/,rp; besr (L .--;-1: 7/‘{' ft//,g {:,_,,f Lt~ el Cet /1 2.
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27. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an ""A" on the curved lins to show how
high the object was obove the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place ¢ "'B'" on the sams curvad line to
show how hizh ths object was abova the horizon (skyline) whan you last saw it. Place an "'A"’ on the compass

when you first saw it. Place a "'B"’ on the compass whara you last saw the ocbjeet,

o T m};/

60°

45°

50°

J
]

sura that will show the matizn that the object or objects made. Place an ""A"" at the baginning of the

sath, o ‘2 ot the end of the path, and shouw any changes in direction during the course,

29, IF thare wes MORE THAN ONE obiscr, then how many wers there?

raw @ nicture 2* Row they were arrznced, and put an arrow to show ths direction that they were troveling.




Pags &

30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before, If so give date or dates and location.

— - — = a — . . — - 1 = — - = e

31. Was cnycne =!se with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes @n /
31.1 IF vou answered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes No

31.2 Plezsas !ist their names and addresses:

e —— . = R — e —— — = m m me—— - e - ——— e — = = = = e = e s . =

32, Please give the following information about yourself:
NAME
ADDRESS :
= o = L Wi - {l‘-"ﬂ- | ¥
FELEPHONE NUr.‘.BER' AGE 2 "_'7_/ SE X __#_?;__;_.:L__.(:__,_
Indicats anv additional information about yourself, including any special experience, which might be pertinent,
¥ . 2 —
— I 2 » o f # #
B o i 4 Kalreiny, Yo Akl
L y -"} >
£
ol A . n el s /r — y e i ———
| Y # 02w plesth
J. When and to wnom did you report that you had seen the "d!.m':*rcl(::’( [/ ¢z /
i
J "
22 Opacs (7627
Day _ Menth Year

e ——




-

Poge 7
34. Date you completad this questionnairs: LS _f}'ﬁ? "L—/ V.4 Gl 7 _
Day Month Yeor

35. Information which you fesl pertinent end which is not adequately coversd in the spacific points of the
questionnairs or a narrative explanation of your sighting.

l'-"'ll_ o

o AP ' ,,ﬂ/iﬁ /i-{’ f,éfc.‘ {:.Z:';fgd" ? = ‘{ﬂ ‘5;%/ {.ngl/

-

st o é"’" 00& A fg 546.4_’3-* CP2lA L Zy ;

) 1 -~ ) + 7 7/" - ,
J?F AL ':""7‘ f: ,,ﬂ? :.'/7' £ -vcfz:’/ 7 P ALEL. A

ﬁ:'?f"‘ e ?( 5-?1. r:.’/ AT / /{(/ ﬁ,’é_ el /y...rz,,, sl

/
/ | - é? - e G {8 5;/{_,{ //(.'L Lr oL 9)‘ ,.t”-ér.{:‘.'
ot (e L P : :
Ly ” - ] Aol ALt
~f Al 2 o /é £ ""'EF/ _:t:'_é-.f- } /




U.S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION

This guestionnaire has besn prepared so that you can give the U.S. Air Force as much
inform=tion as possible concerning the unidentified cerial phenomenon that you have observad.
lecse try to answer as many questions as you possibly can. The information that you give will
be uced for research purposes. Your name will not bs used in connection with any statemeants,
conclusions, or publications without your permission, We request this parsonal information so
thar i¥ 1+ is desmed nacessary, we may contact you for further details.,

e e, P SR ——— = - - o e — —_ - = e I T ————

1. When did you see the object? 2. Time of day: i e by S/ _
Hour Minutes

Lt 'y A (Circle One); A.M. or | P.M.
Day Month Year
3. Time Zore; ;
(Circle One): a. Eastern (Circle One): a. Daylight Saving

b. Central ¢ b. Standard

c. Mountain

d. Pacific

e. Other

4. Whare were you when you saw the cbject?

/
= L3y . e in AR
MNecrast Postal Address City or Town State or County
,'
I- 5. How long ~us object in sight? (Totsl Duration) o 2
| Hours Minutes Secends
|
| g. Certain c. Not very sure
li v. rairly certain d. Just a guess
: 5.1 How was rime in sight determines?
|
5.2 Was shiazt in sight continuous'y? Yes __* NO
| 6. Whot wos *me z=2~z ticn of the sky?
DAY NIGHT
c. Srignt a. Bright

| I b, Cloudy ( b, Cloudy
|

7. IF you saw the chiect during DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked at the object?

i (Circle One): a. In front of you d. To your left
:: b. In back of you e. QOverheod
c. To your right f. Don't remember

FORM
FTD 0CT 62 164  This form aupersadas FTD 164, Jul 61, which is obsolete.

r——
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8. IF you saw the object at NIG‘HT, what did you notice co-cerning the STARS and MOON?

8.1 STARS (Circle One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One):
a. None a. Bright moonlight
b. A fsw . b. Dull moonlight
c. Meny c. No moonlight — pitch dark
d. Don't remember d. Don't remember

9, What ware rha weather conditions at the time you saw the object?

CLOUDS ‘Circle One): WEATHER (Circle One): |
a., Clear sky ra. Dry

b. Hazy b. Fog, mist, or light rain

c. Scotter=d clouds c. Moderata or heavy rain

d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Snow

e. Don't remember

- - o — — am -

10. Tha object appeared: (Circle One):

8. dolid d. A= c light
5., Trenszzrent e. Don't remembear
) ¢. Yapor

11. |7 it cpoe=-ad as a ligh*, was it brio-ter than the brightest stors? (Circle One):

¢. Brighter c. About the same )
b. Oimmer d. Don’t know S -

11.1 Compnzre brightnass to some common object:

—— T T T O

12. Tha edges of the chiect were:
(Circle One): 2. Fuzzy or biurred c. Other s
5., Like o brignt star S i T
=, Sharply outlinad W M | e e TS

— ] E
Lian traemarmnar

"
LT N

13. Did the c5i=zt: (Circle One for eoch question)
a. Appecr '2 stond still ot any time? Yes No Don't know
b. Sudseniy szead up and rush away at any time? Yes: No Don't know
c. Break uo into parts or explode? Yes No Don't know
d. Give off smckn® Yeas No Don't know
e. Changs brightness? Yes No Don’t know
f. Chenge shape? Yes No Don’t know
g. Flash ortbcker? Yes No Don’t know
h. Disappear and-reappecr? Yes | No Don't know




UNCLASSIFIED

i ;_ DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MAESSAGE BRANGH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 12110 (23 #pr 67) S/csh Pg 1 of 5

. ACTION: REC=A INTO: XOP-1, XOPX-2 SAFOS-3. NIN T &
R Rl =7, DIA-]1 19) ADV
SMB E02 107 C3VCY 75 ’ ’ (19) CY DIA

PTTU JA) % LEDARB1220 113085 0- UUUU--R LED HQA.
ZNR UUULL :

PG2307007 AR 67

FIi 632 RAD AR SQ ROANOKE RAPIDS AFS NC

TO RUWMFVA/ADC ENT AFB CQLO

RUEDF IAZ4R IGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO
R USDHQA/ CSAF WASHINGT ON D C

R UEDHZA/ O SAF HQ USAF
RUEDARA/330A C FT LEE AFS VA

Bl
UNCGLAS 63200 C 03507 APR 67. FOR TDETR, AFRDC, SAF-0Il, 330CO0,FT0

|AW AFR 80-17 THE FALLOYING UFOC REPCRT IS SUBMITTED FROM THE 632D
 RADAR SQUACRO N, ROANOKE RAPIDS AFS, NC

A DES®R | PTION OF THE OBJECT:

(1 SILVER

(2) APPRO X IMATELY 12 FEET IN DIAMETER., OVERALL HEIGHT 15 FEET,
(3) SILVER

(4) ONE

(5) WA

L AFHQ . 0-309C UNCLASSIFIED
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14. Did the obj=ct disappear while you were watching it? |If so, how?
r . ‘ -_r,.l".. : ‘ , i : #
i i : - / )
£ e T : / 3 |
15. Did the obi=ct move behind something at any time, particularly a cloud?
(Circia One); Yes k'f No Don’t Know. IF you answered YES, then tell what
it mevad behind: e Bt et
16. Did the ob i 2ct move in front of something at any time, particularly a cloud?
(Circiz One): Yes / No Don’t Know. |F you answered YES, then tell what
IR rent oh : e R e it S
17. Tell in ¢ few words the 'fn“nwing things about the object;
‘; IIF /; .,-"' #
ﬂ. SEU"-Z: _.:_____ — ._._-.-I.-.-.:-.-—-p ——— --.l:- e -~ — = = e —— —
N / , D . / : /
i b. Color - S S48 1 A S NER S ' - 2N T e s .
18, We wish 15 know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm’s length in line with a known object and note how !
I much of the object is covered by the head of the match. |f you had performed this experiment at the time of the
sighting, how much of the object would have been covered by the match head? {
, /
j . F - ;- e = 1

¥ F p i

— e — e E—— S _—

19, Draw 2

of the o

icture *not will show the shsre of the object or objects. Label and include in your sketch any details

0* 0

(i)

y=+ t=o* yvoy saw such os wings, protrusions, etc., and especially exhaust trails or vapor trails,

Plece an ar-ow beside the drawing to show the direction the object was moving.

\




Poges 4

™

20. Do you think you can estimate the speed of the object?

(Circle One) {’Yes fNu : LI :

l . i
IF you cnsweares YES, then what speed would you estimate? .

= = - . —— _— =

21. Do vyou th.n: v2u can estimate how far away from you the object was?
(Ziscle One) ( Yes No
%
IF you answered YES, then how far cway would you say itwas? 2 ¢ "~
22. Where wer= ,ou located when you saw tha object? 23. Were you (Circle One)
F forl‘:IE OF"E )
a. In the business section of a city?
| 0. Inside o building b. In the residential section of o city?
b, In e car (€. In open countryside?
| " ¢. Outdoors d. Near an airfield?
d. In an cirplane (type) e. Flying over a city?
e. At sec f. Flying over open country?
! f. Other i 2 G Y

r.J
.
.

|= you wers MOVING IN AN AUTOMOZILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions:

24.1 Whet = raction were you mevinz? (Circle One)

o, North ¢. East e. South ' g. West
b, Northeost d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest
/ Y 2
24.2 How ‘25t were you moving? : i miles per hour,

24.3 Did vou stop at any time while ysu were looking at the object?

(Circle One) Yeas ( No

25. Did you ehsarve the object through zny of the following?

g, Eveglzsses Yes No e. Binoculors Yes No
b. Sun glcsses Yes No f. Telescope Yes No
c. Windsniei Yes Ne g. Theodolite Yes No
d. Wincow zigss Yes Na PO SR 4 | LU o |

e e L I i

26. In order ther vou can give as cleor a picture as possible of what you saw, describe in your own words @ common

obiect or obisz's which, when placed up in the sky, would give the same appearance as the object which you saw.
/

i
1| F o
F
| ¥
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27. In the following sketch, imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an "'A" on the curved lins to show how

high the obj2ct was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a “'B"' on the sames curved lins to
show how high the object was obove the horizon (skyline) when you last saw it. Place an "'A’' on the compass

whan you first saw it. Place a 'B"’ on the compass where you last saw the object.

50 75

60°

45°

30°

Wz

e
&) E*-.;-'
: ,_)j L 4 . 2z ,‘1
o mm*:n_ -nﬁﬁ‘}f 0°
‘I

28. Drow a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an "'A’" at the beginning of the

pcth, a "'B" ot the end of the path, and shuw any changes in direction during the course.

| P
!
"
-
.

29, IF thare wa2s MORE THAN ONE cbj=ct, then how many wers thare? _ e

Draw a picturs of how they were crrangad, and put an arrow to show the direction that they were traveling.

-

o m cammm

- -y
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30. Have you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give date or dates and location.
31, Was anvore clse with you at the time you saw the object? (Circle One) Yes " No
31.1 IF y=u znswered YES, did they see the object too? (Circle One) Yes No !
31.2 Pla=:a list their names and addrasses:
[
|
q
/ one Stote
B SER st rlN
Indicate any additional information z50ut yourself, including any special experience, which might be pertinent.
| |
33. When and to wno~ did you report that you had seen the abject?
.". "rr
Ueo ¥ Month Year




-

34. Date you completed this questionnaire:

Duy Month Year

- - — - e - —_——

- = =

35. Information which you feel pertinent and which is not adequately covered in the specific points of the
questionncirs or a norrative explanation of your sighting.

r
o #
-~ . ;i

e ——— e ————




AMALYSIS TEST REPORT

__Analvtical Branch (MAYA)

SUBJECT

Analyzis of Samples From Paved Road

- -

TEST KR TASK HR
7805 /888 6010212
SUOMITTED 2Y DATE HEEEW’:.D

» =
L

Villizs F. Marley, Jr. = TDET/UFO

PURBCSE
- .2rmine the pressnce of a flammable material in a sample removed from

FACTUAL DATA
svo zzmoples removed froz a road surface were submitted for a chemical analvsio.

The initiztcr requested the analysis to determine if a flammable liquid could have been

applied 10 tae road surface and the liquid ignited. Sample 7-887 was taken fram the

-

burnt arsa, znd sample 7-888 wzs submitted as a reference sample.

Dotll samples were extractsd with carbon tetimchloride and an infrared spectrum

cbhtained, a2e infrared speciro: of the extract was identified as a spectrum of

- _— 3 . . . K = - E _— 1,__ | - 4 o . I s . ® - . =
EsSunels. 4 spectrum of the =-tr=ct from the Burat area was qualitatively identical

to the extrzot of the refercnzcs samr

q_._l—- . R - L TE =
¥
| i

CONCLUSIC NS

= -— - L]
= - - g ey o 5 —— Wi i S e . 'l =~ . . i il I I -
1hie SooT_oes were znaivzed by inirared mothods., The extract from the

burnt areca wa:s iisntified as asvhalt, and no {lammable liguid could be detected

should be ncte: thnzt a very flamnmable liquid will burn rapidly and leave no detectable
residue,
0 aee ) Eran

SIGHATURX ﬂ'
ri'lf!.Il-i-lJl.‘l‘F r] - (1:.Fi,l_’|“;:.-.r‘l":-.:|1.[]

DATE REPORTED
15 May 1967

AML Fom. 13

MAY G4
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SUBORD

R (Ret ASDR 50-4)

1. TO (Supporting Element) 2. DATE 3. FOR SERVICE IN SUPPORT OF: 4, FILE OR LEDGER NO,
SYSTEM NO. INITIATING ELEMENT
8. DATE COMPLETION REQ. | 6. PRIORITY
- | é PROJECT NO, suppn?'_;rm:: ELEMENT
=
r i 'L"" g - o
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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

10 May 1967

eD (TDETR)

Research and Aerizsl Phenomenon Division
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohio 45433

Attn; Major Hectcer Quintanilla
Dear Major Quintaniila;
Enclosed is the recoort on my investigation of the sighting
oy F}. South Hill, Virginia, 21 April 1967,
together with newspaper accounts of the incident.

Yours truly,

L/E/J {5[2" P -.-_',,Uj ’):Z JL{: ki

T
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£
William T, Powers
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SIGHTING OF 21 APRIL, 1967
SOUTH HILL, VIRGINIA
. by C. N. Crowder

Investigated by

On Saturday, April 22, 1967, nationwide coverage was given by the

prezs to reports of a sighting of a large UFO seen taking off from a road

in Soutn Hill, Virginia, The investigator arrived on the scene at about

Q:00 2.m., April 23rd, 1907. He was met by Sgt. S. H. Raines of the
Virginia State Police, who provided transporvation and valuable assistance
and zdivice during the entire investigation. Lt. Hedricks of State Police
Heazaguarters in Appounavox, Virginia, hed authorized full cooperation and
nad s=liso conducted his own investigation, the results of winich he made
available, Cooperation from the Virginia State Police could nct have been
given more freely, and was of great help.

. The principal witness was w

(703, 447-4177) mansger of a fertilizer warshouse just on the northeast

B 1imits of Scuth Hill. SR ., is norricd

[L‘ﬁ

corpora
ani has children; during the investigation many people including all the
solice indicated thot Gl excellent standing in the community, is

a responsiole citizen, and would by no mesans be involved in & hoax or

falszehcod: "If anyone but t*ad made the report,” the comments
ran, - wouldn't have belisved him, but M it happened,

Zoe second witness, who saw a portion of the event, is Iﬂ!l',“h._i

""‘_, owns extensive tobacco lands just south of and bordering on
tae rca2 on which the incident took place, He was not as well known as

i
wd

Mr., Crcuczer, but seemed perfectly honest, even Lo the extent of sticking
’ \ ’



no

—mad. been working late on his books ot the warehouse, and

lelv 26 about 9:00 p.;m, ES5T, At thic time the sky vas entirely dark,
Crowizr drove north out of the warechouse parkimg lot, along a dirt road
peraans 1/8 mile long, 2ni turned west onto County Route 7747. The road
dead-gnds at two residencas just east of this point.

.

By reconstruction, the evenis that followed were timed, Three

secconds after turning onto route “.”E-'F;- saw in his headlights, about

soC Z=zet ahead of him in th2 center of the road, a large object, Two

L
legs wa2re visible, each about 0 inches in diameler and angled oul somewhat,
F

suppeorting a cylindrical odbject with a flat potiom and e dome-shaped top.

The verticel anguler suotense of this object was aboubt one inch at arm's
lenssa (30 inches), sc tae vertical size projected to the apparent location

wouli =2 spout 17 fesv. SR cstimated the object to be 16 to 18 feet

not counting the legs which relsed the objectv come

. = . & - w
..'.rl. -'Ji:- .-:.-._ rl'.l]. EI ::ll g -

0
L™

-

sares =% off the ground, The lateral dimension he estimated to be about
12 T2z 'n color itz objfz2ct resembled a dark aluminum, similar to a large
nicrogen Jexuilizer tenx ne the warehouse,

1o order to get & better luu?t,_l;mvc: closer, to within about
250 feet cf the object, which took about 9 seconds, and then switched on

his bright headlights, After a delay of 4 or 5 seconds, there appeared



UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
= | STAFF JAESSAGE BRANCH
: 1HCOMING MESSAGE

AF¥ IN:s 13110 Pg 2 of 5

kYL 08 U= 27 5AS APPROXIMATELY 1© FEET IN HE IGHT INCLUD ING FOIR
PAGE 2 R UZDA281220 UNCLAS

LEGS wHICA 4ZRE EST IMATED TO BE ;%_PFRUXIMMELY 3 1/2 FEET TALL.,
OB JECT WAS SHAPED SIMILAR TO A WATER TANK wITH AN OVAL TOP,
(7) WHEN THE OBJECT LEFT THE ROUND THE EXHAUST WAS A WHITE

[

FIRE APFRO X IMATELY 2 FEET INDIAMETER,
(8) NCNE HeARD

(%) WA

DESRIFTION OF COWRSE OF OBJECT S

-
—
L

(1 08 SERVER ENTERED HARD SIRFACE ROAD FROM A WAREHOUSE AND
SPOTTED THE O3JECT JUST AS HE CalE OVER THE (REST OF THe ROAD.

(2) ON THE ROUN
¢3) 0BSIR VER WAS STILL I HIS CAR AND THE OBJECT D ISAPPEARED

GO | NG STRA!GHT UP,

¢4) OB SER VER REPCRTED THE CSUECT WENT STRAIGHT UP AND HE LOSIT
SIGHT OF IT AT APPROX IMATELY 2 (R 3 HUNRED FEET DUE TO TH
LIMITED VISIOHN F0M HIS Car,

(5) INSTANTANECUSY GOING STRAIGHT URYARD S.

(6 0OBJECT was VISIBLE FR OMLY A SECOM (R TwO.

C, MANNER OF OC3SSERVAT ION:

AFHO s 0-309C |  UMNCLASSIFIED
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suddenly & brilliant white column of fire-like white-hot molten steel,
directly under the object, the column being about 18 inches in diameter,
The downward jet could be seen splashing off the pavement, At the same
instant, the object appeared to rise, and was out of sight in "just a snap
of ths fingers," At no time did Crowder hear any sound; the car window
wes on2n next to him,

‘iﬂ not actually see the object in flight; he says only

that he could see "something going up." The white-hot flame did not travel

upwarc. but disappeared an instant after it appeared, leaving the road
burnins with orange flames, When the "tremendous burst of white-hot ges
or flame'appeared, ~s reaction was to stop his car, At this point
nz saw the lights of another car coming toward him from the west, and turn
into Ilicrman Martin's road, to the south,

mlen drove past the smoldering patch on the road, which
was s%ill flickering in a few places the size of a hand; this was about
15 seconds after the initial burst of white fire, Apparently the flames
on the ourning road began to subside as soon as the flash was over, Crowder
proczaied directly to the police station (state police) in South Hill,
avford and Murphy, and a newspaperman from town

. o7
returnsl To The scene to searech it. (:l‘hc patch of burned tar was still pecee2bip) i

7O "l UIE fa-':f)’

warm T¢ a2 touch when thay returneﬂ;} The troopers first found three

burn2d zmz=cnzs in the canter of the burned spot (enclosed in brown envelope
P t

rrr‘ T 3 i 1 ; = ’ o R

The matches were of the paper book-type, and were completelyconsumed;, they

did not zivs the appearance of having been burned while held, but rather




appeared uniformly cerbonized from end to end.

A thorough search was then conducted on the road around the burned
arsz, thz shoulders of the road, and the wheat fields on either side of the
roa2f (in which the wheat was green and was perhaps 10 inches tall)., Nothing
as a.l unusual was found, The search was conducted with the aid of two cars!
heailignts and with hand-held six-cell flashlights.

The following morning, anothexr inspection of the scene revealed four
small holes (see enclosed diagram) spaced al the corners of a square ep-

ioately 11.5 feet cn a side, centered on the burned area, Each hole
was zoout 1/2 inch in dizmeter, Two of the holes (NE and SE) had straight
eylindrical sides and blunt bottoms, and were ebout 3/4 inch deep. The

cther two were less well defined and were shallower, about 3/8 inches deep.

2ot sroopers who had coniucted the search the vrevious night are positive
a - I

aet the holes were nct there during the first search, The holes, however,
W‘_—__“w

wers small, end & test zads at night using car headlights alone showed that
taey would not be visitle under low-angle illumination, appearing as Jjust
anothesr shadow among meny. The troopers, however, insisted that they could
not nave overlooked thz noles if they had been there on Friday night,
on Saturday morring, Crowder went to sece Martin, to find ocut if Martin
nai sez2n envthing the previous night. Crowder said that he was careful not
to girz z2zy<ohing eway =oout what he had seen himself., Martin's story:
‘ﬁz;;}' nad been visiting a sick relative in the hospita
in town, erd left there about 6:30. They arrived

houss at aoout 8:45 to 9:00 p.m, !Efm'lntu the house, and Mr,

#"..Ts:d outside the house, in a position where he was looking north




over his whealt field toward the road. He saw a car's headlights coming
fron S, > chouse, and while the body of the car was hidden by the
wheas, ohe glow of the headlights was visible travelling along route 747
te thie west, As the car travelled west, the large trec almost directly north
r.-i’uddenly was illuminated by a brilliant white light, which also
1i% up a large pine tree some seventy-five feet north of the road and from
’iew_pcrint just to the left of the large tree at the roadside.
Tha ‘llumination was excesdingly bright, and appeared to rise, travelling
raricaly up the tree. It then went oul.«fflllP vas puzzled by this phenomenon,
but when nothing further happened he went into the house. He did nd know at
that time th&t-lﬂti seen the light, nor did Crowder know that Martin
nad seen it.

This testimony seemad to be in conflict witl‘- story, for
Crowder had said he sav car-headlights turning into the Martin driveway

ust after the brilliant flash of light; Qj#could not possible have

ol

2
(.

the same event. However neither man would change his story in the

03]

sligasest when confronted with this discrepancy. MislRaP finally
sug-e2sted that the headilignts might have turned into & house just west
of taz entrance to his farm, so that | P*¥eht have mistaken that

f
lozcz4i.n (only about 200 fezet farther west) for theajiiime.xozd. That
Turme. Ut To be the casz, Mr. glT lived in The house in questlon,
pald -zt 2% ebout ninz p.m, his wife, who was in the northwest bedroom
(frg: whieh the scens of the sighting was not visible) saw lights as from

a car's h2adlights turning into their driveway. However, nobody knocked

- - o -,

[

on the door and she assumed that someone had merely turned around in the
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driveway. II that were the case, then the discrepancy is cleared up. The
occupants of that car may well have seen the phenomenon and turned away; if
they w2re negroes, which is guite likely considering that the wnite occupants
in toz: area are all azcounted for, then they would have reason to refuse
v zuproach bright lights flashing on & lonely road; this region is & sort
of s-irlitual headquarters for the Ku Klux Klan, and there are frequent
zatherings for the entertaining purpose of "listening to some nigger-tallc”
from one guest speaker or another,
AN ;... cctuelly see the object w'uif:'t- reportced;

ne sz2w only the unusually intense illumination of the trees, Since he

saw Crowder's car going aown the road at the same time, it is not possible
that the illumination czme= from the car's headlighis; not only would
head_ichts be too dim, Dut they could not have illuminated the pine tree
set w2ll back from the rozd, Finally, as the car approached the trees,

tne illumination shoull have appeared to progress downward instead of upward,

T h'lf" ‘;I'u

Two tests wsr2 performed by the investigator with the aid of

Szt. Zz2ines, The first involved making a crude impact tester (EEE dlagram)

for =a: ruose of s=zsing now easily & 1/2-inch hole could be made in the
4
rozi curTzce {(tarred gravel),
The impact tester consisted of a weight mounted on the end of

a board, ta2 other end of which was hinged to a smaller double thickneus

of pozrd on which a person could stand to hold the apparatus steady. Just

beyond oz weight a 1/E-inch bolt was fastened through the board, prolruding




downwavd about 3/4 inch. A metal plate was used to distribute the
impact., By allowing the weighted end of the boerd to fall from the
verticle onto the pavement, the bolt could be driven into the surface
wita a2 reproducible and known impact,

The weight resting on the bolt with the board horizontal was
L7,.5 pounds, and the difference in height through which the weight fell
was -0 inches, Our tests were made near the four existing holes, with

entas of penetration as follows:

Test No. Penetration, in units of 1/32 inch
1 13 (near NE hole)
2 13¢5 (near SE hole)
3 15 (near SW hole)
k 13 (near IW hole)
Average = 13.6/32 inch

If it is assured that the deceleration after impact was uniform,

ther “he average force £ required to stop a weight W (that has been

-
-

accelarated by gravity downward through a distance h) acting over the

(J

pensiration depth d, is simply
f = Wh/d.

Ta2 penetraticn will depend on the square of the velocity, so the
ect rzauired to produce a given penetration will depend on
the s7uzred ratio of ics impact velocity V to the impact velocity Ve in the
test situation; V, was 12,62 feet per second, by calculation. W_ indicates
the tect welight, and W the weight associated with velocity V:

W= 47,5 (V/12.6)* per "leg", for 13/32" penetration.

i




Examination of the results of the impact test showed significant
differences betweeﬁ the impect holes and the northeast original hole, which
wvas thz most clearly delineated, The impact holes had sharp edges, and
stenzc on the edges and in the walls of .the holes had been sheared through:
there ware no signs of sheared-through rocks in the northeast original hole,
Arcund the northeast oxiginal hole was a rim of tar which had apparently
ocoz=1 up &s the hole was made; the impact holes, on the other hand, showed
ghary edges with no signs of flow of the tar, The impact holes were full
¢f waite powder from shattered rock; none was seen in the original heles,
sltihough 36 hours had passed before arrivel of the investigator, and
forzign matter had been tlown or pushed into the holes.

The indications apparently are that the original holes were made
2t ccnsiderably lower valocity than the impact holes, which means in turn
that the weight involvzd had to be larger than 84 pounds per leg (correcting
for depth of originzl nolzs). In fact, if the veloclty is guessed at as
egual to 1/2, 1/4 and 1/10 that of the impact test, then the weight over
the northeast mark must be approximately 84, 335, 1340 and 8400 pounds,

A% zzro veloclty the =gusation breaks down, and because of the flow character-
istiz: of tar the higner weights (going with the lower velocities) should

be sox—azt2d downwari., I leave a more exact analysis to those better
gcouzinned with herdness tests, HNevertheless the indications are that e

21 slowly onloc the objJects which made the marks,

|
Il
|

rather tazn a light weight (such as the end of & pickexe) making a high-
velocity impact with the road,

Tne second test involved attempts to reproduce the burn-mark on the
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road, The first test, using kerosene, failed because the kerosene could

not be 1lit with a match., A piece of burning paper finally started a fire,

h

after perhaps twenty seconds of burning, and then the fire progressed in a
narrov strip across the wetted patch of road, downwind, until it reeched
the other edge, where it went out. Total burning time ﬁas on the order of
ten minutes,

A quart of gaaaliﬁé was then spread over an area similar to the

orizinal, and set afire with a match., The first attempl to light it by

drooping a burning masch into the center falled, because there was not

enouzn oxygen despite tne brisk wind; the match was put out by the gasoline,
The second match was spplied at the edge of the welted area, which then
burst instantly into fleme, The flame burned at essentially a constant

te Tor about fifty s=conds, and died out at sixty-eight seconds of
elepsad time. A heavy black smoke was created, which formed a black
sexicircular area about a foot in extent on the pavement downwind from the

buraing patch; a similar, but much lighter and barely visible, area was

o

to Tz seen NIE of the original patch, the downwind direction for the night
of <the sighting,

The effect of the gasoline fire on the road was far greater than

whzt =as coriginal burn showed (although comparison was somewhat difficult
dus we ta2 lapse of tiza and faillure to keep traffic off the evidence).
Tae gzac.ine fire melted a great amount of tar, which formed into pools.,

No pools at all are evident in the original, The flow of tar in the
I 6 .
gesoline test resulted in disappearance of many stones under a coating

of tar; =11 the stones in the original patch remained visible and were
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free of soot at least at the time of the comparison. The stones in the
originel pateh each had a slightly raised rim of bright tar arcund the
edges, 2 1f molten tar had been blown up around the stones; the stones

in ohs gasoline test, i1f they remained visible above the tar, showed no
suzh raised-rim effects, The test area was burned the most in the upwind
dirs:tion, the pooling of tar being greatest there; the original patch
was essentially uniform over all its area,

There were, in cther words, noticeable diflferences between the
orizinal patch and the results of the burn-test. It is possible to
interpret the origiral patch as being the result of a high-temperature
blast directed downward, playing over the surface of the road for a short
tims, The raised rims of tar around the stones suggest that the tar became
actter than the stones, owing perhaos to its black color and the generally
light color of the stenes, In the gasoline test the stones quickly
ecguirea & coating of scot and were black as or blacker than the tar
before the fire went cut. The fire survived only a few seconds after
exnaustion of the gascline; the rapid dying out of the flames noted by

Crowdar could mean tr2t a much smaller guantity of flammeasble fluid was
used (4if 2 hoax was irnvolved) or else that the tar was ignited strictly

by & is: In its tenrerslurs, no forelign substances being involved,
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Samples

Samples were taken from three areas (identified by slips of paper
inside the packing in the three plastic containers). Material was taken
from the center of the burned patch, from the center of an area which a
trooper had blackened by applying a lighted flare tm'it, or fuse, and
from an area well avway from any affected part of the road. The samples were
serapad up with the end of a tire-iron, which was painted black,

An attempt was then made to get casts of the three holes which were
not as well-defined a3 the northeast hole. OSgt. Raines poured plaster
¢f Paris into these holies with paper clips arranged to permit pulling out
the plugs. It was anticipated that some difficulty might be encountered,
s¢ the best hole was left untouched, The southeast hole gave the most
difficulty due to its dspth; finally the road had to be chipped carefully
awzy from the cast, not, however, without damaging the cast, All re-
coverable pieces are enclosed, Material which adhered to the casts was
1z7¢ on them. The cther two casts were pulled out directly with only
minor damage, These casts are wrapped in cotton in the emply cotton-box,
wnich also contains the envelope with the matches in it., In retrospect,
sourse, one can think of several more intelligent ways Lo cobtain inmpres-

sicz: of the holes without damagling them, such as using modelling clay or
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Cag;lusiﬂns

This is a peculiar case, prirarily because of the apparently excellent
r211ability (in the sense of truthfulness) of the principal witness, If
o= takes the description of events as given by the witness at face value,
wna2n the physical evidence follows loglcally from the position, appearance,
2=l behavior of the object. The object had legs; mrks were left on the

sr-und, The object was large; the marks could have been made by a heavy

oo 2¢ct settling slowly onto the pavement., The object departed with a blast

o very high-temperature flame that splashed off the roadway; the tar was
iznited by the flames died immediately away; the appearance of the burned
ar2a indicates a blast of heat,

On the other nhani, if one considered only the physical evidence 50
for avallable and so far analyzed, he would be bound to conclude that a hoax

wz=s highly probabls, The presence of matches suggests that gasoline(but

=
B iy m

mizia less than a quart) was used to ignite & patch on the road; a clever

P L ———

ani energetic enouzh person could have made the holes in the pavement,

o S ] “-‘-:I-I

Tna fact that the holzss were not discovered until the next day stroagly

23ts that they wzre put there after the sighting but before the inspec-

olloving dzv, The irregular but sharp outlines of the burn and
Ww

o2 uniformity of tn2 bturn argue against the idea that a downward jet played

- -
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i, at lezst in one fixed positiong the absence of any cutward-

il -
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against the factuality of the story told by Crowder. Against that, we
mist weigh the fact that «SesPPC -3 is considered unguestionable by
evervoneg who knows him, OSgt. Raines, for example, bhas known Crowder for
ecvzn years and has the same high opinion of hin,

At this writing, therefore, in the absence of any additional clues
cr the results of chem%cal analysis, the only conclusion that can be
drawn is that the witness probably did see something out of the ordinary,
pu: that we cannot rule out the possibility that a hoax was perpetrated

by some person or parscns other than the principal witness. A possible

hoax is involved, but evidence for it is not clear,
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: THE SOJTH HILL CASE

ew evidence and insight into the UFO case that cccurred on
;;r~1 21, 1967, at South Hill, Va,, was obtained during a two-day
trip to thaL city on December léul? and from follow-up investigations.
L Zdozen of the principals in the case, including Clifford Crouwder
xh: reported the sighting, were interviewed. The interviews were
reco d on tape.

This report has been prepared, without charge, for use by the
~ir Force Project Blue Book and by'thP'Univcruity of Colorado UFO
Study Group., No other use or release is intended by the author,
v_thout specific "“1tten ermlsalun.

kven these two ggencies are cautlioned against public use or
c¢ren publication of the few paragraphs marked with a triple asterisk
(#%%) which contain candid quotations from the interviews or author
conclusions.,

It is assumed that the reader is faniliar with the general
d=atails of the South Hill case and has read the official case
report preopared by VWilliam T. Powers of Northwestern University
for the Air Force, dated May 10, 1967,

This case se¢inis to this author to be an especially irberest-
ing one for several reasonst
ves that physical evidence which may upon
examination secem to provide evidence of
strial visitations can actually demonstrate
ferent conclusion.

l. It demonstrate
superficial
ko

exXura~tel

quite a ai

2, 1t shois how failure to report the full details of a
UFO case can nislead the funulll public into a Talse
conclusion and add to the illusion that the Earth has

enbartained extra-tecrrestrial visitors,

.25 that mature adults with gocd reputations
%j are rot necessarily beyond attenpting a (36¢)
report, if only as a psychological experiment.

“ -"-%""' :l.'i"

ﬁlﬁp Jo Klags e
i 560 N Street SW
.T‘ ifﬂ.ﬁhiﬂu tonn NN.C. 2(]02’.‘

i‘izmuzll‘y 9, 1968 \
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The Evidence

The credibility of Clifford Crawford's story that he saw a large,
ﬂi-ﬂhaped object sitting on four legs on East Farrell St. shortly before
m. on the evening of April 21, 1967, and that the object suddenly
peared with a blinding flash that left the asphalt-macadam road afire,

ssts on the following:

] Ihe burned spot on the road. According to some accounts, the rocks
in the area wers still warm to the touch when Crowder and the local
police return=d to the area a few minutes later.

2, Four tiny holes, or "padprints," measuring approximately % inch in
diameter by % inch deep, which were found at the site the following
morning but not on the evening of the incident.

The statement by Norman Martin, who lives 600 feet south of East
Farrell St., that he saw bright illumination on trees near the burned

spot for a brief interval at approximately the time that Crowder says
the incident occurred.

L

Ly, Mr. Crowder's long-standing reputation in the community.

The Burned Spnt

Crowder's story is that the brief but intense burst of fire emitted
by the object when it vook-off, or disappeared, set fire to the asphalt-
rzcadam road. On zt least fourteen occasions during two recorded inter=-
vis2ws, Crowder referred to flame and fire on the road. For added confirma-
vion, upon returning to VWashington, I wrote him to ask if the road was

lll.-"-l-.l.-’

merely smoking or if he saw actual flame; if so, how high were the flames

== |
=

Z approximately hcw long they lasted.

e
-

"The road was flaming after the flash of light. At

Crowder repli=zz:
zﬁﬂut 3 ft. highs, When I passed the flame was going

rst the flame wz

Ln 1,|_|

ouv; I would guess 2-5 inches high. When I first saw the flash I stopped
vy :ar at ONCe,.s». would guess the time as 60 uecnnds or more from the time
I 22w the flash belcre T passed the burning pavement.”

Jher investigaiors have assumed that the asphalt was set afire.
2J7 ST ZALT WILL NOT jT?UORT CQBUSTION, according to Blake Cornthwaite,
mizconz engineer of The Asphalt Institute in Washington D.Ce Asphalt
ce2n be made to burn 1_ _ts temperature 1is raised to h00~500F but when

the z2xzernal source of heat is removed, THE ASPHALT WILL NOT CONTINUE TO

- .

BURY¥. "It cooks over and puts itself uut," according to Cornthwaite.

-t is true that fast-curing types of asphalt, which are dissolved in
nzpina, might briefly support combustion for several days after being laid.
But within a week, 90% of the naptha will have evaporated. And the road

nhﬁv I""----ll--"ui

on £a3t Farrell St. was not freshly laid, even if fast-curing asphalt were
usada.




UNCLASSIFIED

DEPARTMZNT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF [AESSAGE DRAN(H
IHCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 13110 Pg 4 of 5

KeL 57 FACE-CALM, 6,000 FEET-250/25, 10,000 FEET=-270/40,
16,000 FZ:T-280/40, 20,000 FEET-270/30, 30,000 FEET 280740
50,000 FEZT=-300/50, 80,000 FEET-270/5

PAGE & RUZDARB1220 UNCLAS

(3) 10,000 FEET EROKEN

(4) 10 MILEZS

_—
™"

Jo NOGNE

Ke LT COL ODUANE O KRELL, CCMMANDER 632 RADAR SQUADRON, THE
OBJECT LEFT FOR SMALL HXLES INTHE STREET APPROXIMATELY 9 1/2
FEET APAR T FCAMING A SQUARE, HOLES WERE APPROXIMATLY 374 OF

AN INCH [N DIAMETER AMD OME (NCH DEEP IN THE PAVEMENT,
OBJECT LT & ERNT SPOT APROXIMATLY & FEET LONG AN 2 v/2
FEET WIBE C4n 7€ TAR AND CRAVER SIREET., OBSERVER SAlD

THE SPOT COARTINLED TO BIREN F(R A COUPLE OF MINUTES AFTER THE

O0BJECT LEFT THE GROUND. TwO SOUTH HILL PQL ICEMEN WERE CON -

AFHQ ... 0-309C [ UN(LASSIFIE[TI




=

THIS MEANS THAT THE BURNED SPOT ON THE ROAD WAS PrRODUCED BY SGME
TYPE OF FLAMMABLE LIQUID OR MATERIAL. This, conceivably, could have
been deposited by the "object", by Crowder himself, or by others.

If the flammable material was deposited by the "object," then it
wzs ignited by the"object" in the process of take-off. If deposited
©r Crowder or others, it would have had to be ignited by more conventional

2 &ll8 e

The Charred Matches

Some time after Crowder brought the local police to the site, he
drove home to tell his family of the incident. While Crowder was absent,
police officer B.O., Murphy discovered three completely charred paper matches
:thin the burned srot on the road, "approximately 6 inches inside the
northeast side," according to Murphy's written report. State Trooper
canes A. Crawford, who also was present at the time, found a fourth paper
rmztch in the burned area, also completely charred. Murphy said the three
r.ztches he found were so close tngbther "bhqy could have been covered with
& half dollar," according to his reporte.

. L

THE FACT THAT ALL FOUR MATCHES WERE COMPLETELY CHARRED INDICATES
THAT THEY WERE ON THE ROAD AT THE TIME OF THE FIRE.

The discovery c¢f these charred matches produced an interesting reaction,
but not a surprising one, among those present. (Recall that Crowder was
at home at the time,)

Trooper Crawford decided not to bother to report the incident (Crowder' s
US> report) to his immediate superior, Sgt. S.H. Raines, head of the local
¢ilice, "because I cdidn't think there was anything to it. That's my opinion
zf7er we found the matches," Crawford told me,

I asked Trooper Crawford if any of the other officers present also
were suspicious., Hz replied: "I think everyone was...after we found the

matches M

The law enforcanznt officers were not the only ones whose suspicions
werz aroused., Rotert L, Harris, part-time reporter/photographer for the
nicnmond News-Leadsr, who was present when Murphy and Crawford found the
mininss5, respond=2c in this way when I asked whether the matches had aroused

o oo g iy
o

susoizions of a hoax: "In my mind it did, because 1 hesitated until 2 a.m,
peforz I mailed my film into the newspaper. I just went and put my camera
awayr and said (hera Harris hesitated) well, you know, Crowder is a highly

thougat=-of , upstanding man., I think he's a man of integrity, personally.
I'v2 ¥xnown him.,.I lived in his home in an apartment when my wife and I were

first married...I'm sure you've found Crowder is well thought of. But, I said,

e e, e w3 el

well, here's the matches, you know, I said, well, I've wasted my film. I
don't even think I'1ll send it to the newspaper,"
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Then events took a strange twist. Harris discussed his suspicions
with Harry Nanny, publisher of The South Hill Enterprise, a weekly news-
paper, who also had come to the scene. "We began to talk," Harris said,
"and between the two of us we decided that, ah, Crowder had seen us take
these pictures and would expect to see something in the paper, you know.
tnd we knew that he had seen something -- we didn't know what it was --

and s0 we decided to go ahead. So, at 2 a.m., I put my film on the bus
o Richmond." The incident appeared in a feature story in the Richmond
. 2ws Leader and was quickly picked up by the wire services and given
mational coverage,

The one person interviewed who attempted to minimize the significance
»f the charred matches was Crowder himself, Late in the interview, he
casually mentioned the matches: "Now another thing they did find, I think,
in that same spot, they found some matches, either one match or two matches,
the charred remains. Bulbt you see there were so many people there smoking
cigarettes that night...that was when the State Police got into it, you see,
that is when they found, they claimed, these matches -- it was either two
or three burned match sticks, these paper matches around the site."

"But to me that didn't mean a thing on God's earth, you know, so far
as somebody starting a fire was concerned. As many people as there wvere
around there smokinz cigarettes and dropping matches, don't you seel”

Later, I asked officer Murphy (who found the three matches) whether
they could have bsen dropped by visitors at the scene after lighting cigar-

ettes. He replied positively: "No, no...no. They had to have been there
(before). It would have been impossible for someone to have 1lit a cigar-
=*te and the matcacs to have been burned like that." Harris agreed:

"snen we picked tscm up they just crumbled to ashes."”

It is simply impossible that the charred matches or partially burned

matches just happsnsd to be clustered together on the precise spot that
the UFD chose to land, and that they could have remained so clustered
fespite the landinz and take-of f (or explosion) of such an object.

It seems an ir

teresting coincidence that Crowder himself smokes
and ne uses book ( paper

) matches to light his cigarettes.

The Four “Paﬂprinbg“

. e i " -r'q-.: l.-rlla.-

pari Surned a3p“h¢u—ﬁsradam road on the night of April 21, they did not
cisczver even one of the four holes within six feet of nhc burned spot.
inis raises the unstlﬁn of whether these "padprints" were indeed thera
ne night of April 21, or whether they were created in the pre-~dawn

F:ﬁ:z of April 22.

_though the officers did discover the small, charred matches on the

.7 only one of the four holes had been discovered that night, it is
prozaole that all four would have been found, so there were four “opportun-
iti=38" for discovery. Trooper Crawford told me that he and Murphy made a

carsful search, bending down low over the road, using a 6-cell flashlight.

Crawfoerd finds it hard to believe that the holes could have been overlooked,
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Sgt. Raines, who heads the local Virginia State Police office,
acknowledges that Trooper Crawford "is a right thorough fellow, and
ordinarily I'd say that when he says the holes weren't there, they weren't
there." But Raines, who is a member of the same church as Crowder, says

he is sure that the holes were L8 there that night.

He explains that the reason they were not found is that Crowder had
described the UFO's legs as being 5-6 inches in diameter and so the officers
naturally were looking for large indentations on the road, not tiny holes.
Raines adds that the next morning when he was told of the four holes and
went to the site, he still had trouble finding them in broad daylight.

But trooper Crawford says that when he heard about the holes the
next day and returned to the site at night to see if he could spot them
in the darkness, he said he did find them "without being shown where they

were,"

If the holes were there on Friday night, it would neither confirm nor
deny the possibility of a hoax. But if the holes were NOT there Fridar
night, then the case is clearly a hoax, for this would mean that they
were added sometime after midnight (when the officers left for the night)

and the followinz morning.

If the "padprints" were added in the pre-dawn hours of April 22,
it seems safe to conclude that this was done to provide additional evi-
dence to support the original story and to counteract suspicions raised
by the discovery of the charred matches. As of midnight, only a handful
of people knew of the discovery of the charred matches. Clifford Crowder

was one of this nandful,

So far as is known, Crowder was the first man to return to the area
the next mornirg, at approximately 7 a.m., while on his way to work.
Although Crowder took time to stop and talk with Norman Martin about events
cf the previous night, Crowder insists that he did not stop at the site
~tsell for even & brief inspection. 1t is surprising that Crowder would
.ot show more ciriosily, especlally since he was so early for work on
a Saturday morning and is the manager of the fertilizer warehouse.

But as a result,Crowder was not the first to discover the four small
Certairly he would have found them if he had stopped to inspect

=

noles,

tre site., Nor iz it known who was the first to discover the holes. None
= tn2 dozen perscns interviewed claimed this honor, nor did they know

..o had first spotied them.

Sgte Raines said he was sitting in Crowder's office, only 1,000 ft,
=27 from the site, when he received word about the four holes. Raines
says he promptly left to visit the site and see the holes. But again,
Crowder showed a surprising lack of curiosity about this important new
ciszovery. He told me that it was not until an hour or two later, when

e crove hcome for lunch, that he stopped to see the newly discovered holes,
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During the first interview with Crowder, he spoke of "ashes" that
had been found on the burned spot that night. (Apparently this was a
| reference to residue from "fusee" flares which the officers had used in
‘ an experiment to try to ignjge the macadam road.) When asked if the
ashes had been analyzed, Crowder explained that they had been washed away
f bzcause it "poured down rain that night after this happened...came a good
| hzrd shover of rain sometime during the night."

If it had indeed rained between midnight and daylight the following
c2v, and if the four holes had been there the night before, there should

navz been some rainwater in the holes when they were discovered Saturday
mo :‘nlng .

] asked Sgt. Raines if he had found anything in the holes when he
zrrived at the site around 10-l11 a.m. He replied: "“"There was nothing
in them." Any water? "No sir," he responded. When I explained that
Crowder had said that it rained that night, Raines responded heatedly:
"21iff's not sure about that, is he? That's an opinion. There wasn't
ey rain., There wasn't any rain,” ‘

Had it rained? ZRobert Harris, who said he remained at the site
until shortly after Hﬂ“ﬂlght and who put his film on the 2 a.nm. bus for
Richmond, did not remerber any rain. DNor did others, except for George
Utley of radio station WJWS. Utley had worked until around 1 a.n., he
recalled, and he remembered a little rain at the time he left for home,

' Everyone seemed to recall that Saturday morning had been bright and sunny.

Upon returning to Washington, 1 checked the VWeather Burecau, They
told me that their siztion at Raleigh, N.C., approximately 60 miles to
th2 south of South Hill, had reported traces of precipitation from 3=5 a.m.
¢ ¢,aw,d'by several hundredths of an inch starting around 5 a.m. Richmond,
aozat 70 miles to tnz north, had reported a tracb of rain at 3-4 a.m.,
Icllowed by severz. ¢1ﬂdrﬁdbhu of an inch stacting at i a.m.

This suggests that Crowder was awake in the very early morning hours
ol April 22 since hz was the only one to recall the “hard shower,"

Norman Martin's Rols

e & Mrs, Norman iMartin, who live approxlmately'éﬂﬁ ft. south of
rzzv Tarraell St., weare visiting Mr, Martin's mother in the local hospital
e =hi2 avening of April 21, Mra Martin says they over-stayed the normal

» 20z of wisitinz hours by perhaps 10 minutes, which would mean they
. the hospital room at about 8:L0 p.m,

21llowing 5 minutes for the Martins to walk to their car, and another
mimutes to drive home, they should have arrived at their driveway and
e turnsd south from East Farrell St. at approximately 8:50 p.m.

Worxing backward for Crowder, he arrived at the local police station
a few moments after 9 pem. Allowing 5 minutes for him to drive to the
station from the site, and a minute or two for the time he says he waited
for the flames to die down, this would place the time of the incident at
scmewhere between 8:50 and 8:55 pum,
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Thus the Martins were arriving home from the hospital at roughly
the same time as the incident would have occurred, according to Crowder's

account,

And Crowder says he saw the headlights of a car heading east just
after the intense flash of light set fire to the road and that the car
turned south, seemingly into the Martin driveway. (See Powers report, p. S.)

I THIS CAR WAS INDEED THE MARTINS, WHY DID THEY NOT SEE THE FLAMES
C¥ THE ROAD? THEIR CAR WOULD HAVE BEEN ONLY LOO FEET AWAY AT THE TiME.

-

AND WHY DIDN'T THE MARTINS SEE THE HEADLIGHTS OF CROWDER'S CAR?

To resolve this hard-to-answer question and to explain the apparent
conflict of Mr. Martin's statement that he saw an intense flash of light
oni the trees near the site while standing in his backyard, Powers and
cthers have concludsd that the car that Crowder saw was NOT the Martins.

Instead, the "rys tnry car" that Crowder saw is assumed to have turned
s>uth into the drlve of the C.A. King residence, approximately 200 feet
w25t of the Martin driveway. It is reasoned that Crowder could easily
hzve erred in thinking the car turned into the Martin drive when in fact

L R ‘-

the "mystery car™ merely turned around in the King drive and headed back
toward South Hill.

Powers wrote in his report: "That turned out to be the case. Mr. King,
who lived in the house in questlion, said that at about nine pe.n. his wife,
woo was in the norihwest baedroom (from which the scene of the sighting was
no%t visible) saw lichts as from a car's headlights turning into their drive-
*2r. However, nobodr Xnocked on the door and she assumed that someone had
merely turned arounc in the driveway. If that were the case, then the

ciscrepancy is cleared up,"

There are sevsrzl flaws in this hypothesis. If a "mystery car" had
t{?&;"‘*urnad inuo :3 'U—ahaped drive west nf the King huuue to turn

,1_uHuTﬂDLEJ th=re are no windews on the west side of the main house

{ir==- portion), s> that anyone in the northwest portion could not have
cea- ~n= lights fren 2 car epproaching from the west, unless they were
o —— - ——

Loazonz out the front window.

Finally, in an interview with Mrs. C.A. King, she flxtyy denies
224 2 car could have turned around in the yard that evening' Here
nir own words:

-

W

- daughter was in the front part of the house (facing East Farrell
t,‘,l-anlng and I was in the kitchen (back) and she said, 'Momma, I thought
I saw iights flash and I thought a car is in the back...l'm sure it was a
car pulled in.' But it wasn't, because we went out into the back and

there wasn't anyone there.
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Conin.s
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Thinking perhaps that I had misunderstood, I asked: "So do you think
it was a car that turned in?"

Mrs. King replied emphatically: "No, no, it wasn't a car, because we

went out and looked and there wasn't a car anywhere because it wouldn't

have had time to get out of sight...This is exactly the same thing I told
his other man (?) who came by and wanted an interview." (The King house
its on a slight rise and this gives a clear view of traffic heading to/
r-m South Hill.,)

Before departing, I again asked: "You are quile sure then that there
5 no car that pulled into your driveway?' Mrs. King responded: "No,
ause my daughter and I both went out onto the back porch and she went
izan out into the yard and there wasn't a car going or coming."

Illustrating the power of suggestion and the impact of this incident
o some of the 103'7 residents, Mrs. King said that just before her
czughter came in frcm the front of the house to report seeing a light,
Virss King herself had seen "a light flashing in the back window." (This
wculd be from the south, from the direction of Martin's house.) Mrs. King
aided that at the sane 1oment "] heard something sound exactly like a
tezny baby, like an infant crying. Now my daughter had two children but
they were both fast asleep." (Note: This is believed to be the first
report of a UFO that made sounds like a crying baby')

Despite this evidence that there was in fact no "mystery car," and
trz% the car that Crowder said he saw was in fact Martin's car, it is
r::slble to resolve most of the apparent conflicts between the accounts

I Crowder and Martin, as will be explained shortly.

On at least several occasions, when Crowder has described his wvisit
to YMartin on the morning of April 22, Crowder has emphasized that he did

n:t describe the UFD encounter to Mdrtln before Martin volunteered that he
ned seen a brief intanse flash of light.

¥artin deoes not ccrroborate this., Here are Martin's own words: "“He
c¢rswz 2own here the n=xt morning...We'd just gotten up, I'd say between 7
anZ . o'clock. Then nz asked me did I see anything unusual around here.
Well, <hsre's nothirz unusual for me. (Martin, a homespun humorist, laughed.)
Anc 1 “cld him no. I didn't see anything unusual. And he got to telling me
atout tnis thing, and I said, '"Well, Cliff, I'1ll tell you, being as you
menticned it, I saw a terrible 1ight up thure last night'",

Martin explained: "After he brought this up, it made me think that

I ¢on'% think they was car lights there (that he saw.)"

which man is telling the truth? In the first of two interviews with
Crowder he had volunteered the following comment about Martin: "ell, to 7.
tell you the truth, Martin is not considered a very reliable cltlan... |
he!s gust a very nrdlnary share~cropper farmer...he's not considered a
very substantial citizen."
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Later, when I asked Martin about Crowder's reputation, Martin replied:
"If Mr. Crowder...(chuckles) I can't say the man is not telling the truth
because I don't know of any one to have any dealings with him to say he
would lie. But if he saw anything, then I saw the light from it."

On several other occasions, Martin leaned over backward to hedge his

¢+ claims to those of Crowder. For example: "“Like I say, I don't know
what it was. If he (Crowder) saw the real object then I saw the light
from 3b.M

Martin exrl*"*ed.that after arriving home from the hospital, his
w.ie had gone inside while he walked into the back yard. It was then, he
:u*d, that "I saw this glare go off there. It was actually auicker than
& car light, but I Jjust took it for granted it was somebody headed S T
:nhat house and many times I've seen them down there come out and the car
«ould shine on the *rvﬁs there. 'WElll_I didn't pay too much abtention to

O

N

Martin voluntzersa an interesting comment about the remarkable similar-
1ty between the UFO, as described by Crowder, and the large aluminum tank
used by Crowder to store liquid fertilizer which sits just outside his
office window., "I was thinking some time after this happened, you know,

Mre. Crowder's liquid nitrogen tank is sitting there right in front of his
cffice, and I wondersd, if he had set there so long and looked at that big
ta2nk sitting there...when he comes out he sees a tank sitting in the road."

—

(Approximately a mile away from Crowder's office is a large steel
wzter tank that sits on four "legs". It also is readily visible when one

érives to and from his office along East Farrell St.)

Althnugh Martin says the light he saw was so brigntly illuminating
tn2 oaX tree near taz burned spot that he "could have shot a sparrow
sitving in the tre=," his reactions at the time and his other statements
—rcicate that the Incident did not strike him as extrordinary at the time.
Far example, he 2i7 not take the trouble to walk 600 feet north to East

e

Fzrrall St. to imrsstigate that night. Nor did he stay outside long enough
for the police to =rrive at the site.

A Trial prmthesis

urning ggein to the question of how it was possible for Crowder
tin car wnile neither Mr. nor lirs. Martin saw the burning

Dol t“a weadlignts of Crowder's car, this question is readily

“~:a IF Crowder's car was not on Last Farrell St. and IF nis car

a%s were turnec off, and if the road was not yet afirel

way to the thenuvacdnt huuse (now occupied by a family named Johnson),
and 1f Crowder's car lights were turned off, he could easily see¢ the
Martin car coming down East Farrell St. and see it turn into the Martin

drive-way.

meferring to Map #2, IF Crowder's car had been parked in the drive-

IF the incident 1s a hoax in which Crowder is the perpetrator, he
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would park his car while he poured flammable fluid on the road and 1lit it.

( It would be risky to park on East Farrell St., with the car lights on, for
this would illuminate his activities and he might be seen by someone in the
King house or- the Powell house. Yet to park there without lights would risk

a collision if another car suddenly came along.

It would be logical instead for Crowder to park in the driveway of the
“"Johnson house," knowing that it was then unoccupied, for he could then
surn off the car lights. (Note that Crowder says he stopped his car roughly
cvposite this same driveway when the intense flash of light occurred.)

IF this hypothesis is correct, Crowder would be very alert to any
approaching car while carrying out his mission, so he could quickly take
cover., If the Martin car came over the rise near the King house while he
was pouring the flammable liquid on the road, Crowder certainly would take
cover and probably would not resume his activities until he saw the Martin
car arrive home, its lights go out and then he would assume that both Mr. &
¥Mrs, Martin (i.e. the car's occupants) had all gone inside.

After lighting the fluid, he would return to his car and wait for the
flames to die down. Then, turning on his car lights he would turn west
{left) onto East Farrell St. and drive to the police station. As Crowder's
car turned onto East Farrell St., his car lights should illuminate the oak
and pine trees near ihe burned spot and it would be this illumination that

Martin reported sezirn

ﬁh

Because of a crop=-off in elevation and the intervening wheat field,
Martin would not te zble to see Crowder's car -- only the illumination
from its headlights. (This was checked by placing a car at the site and
<rying to see it from Martin's backyard.)

Since the "Jcihnson house" was then unoccupiazd, Martin would not
xpect there to be any cars coiming out of its drlvuway. Recall Martin's
atement: ",..may times I've seen them down there come out and the car
uld shine on thz trees there. Vell, 1 didn't pay too much attention to
" Certainly it did not seem sufficlenyly unusual to prompt Martin to
1k 600 feet ner+n to East Farrell St. to investigate.
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This trial hi;—othesis seems to fit quite well. But what of the
owner poadsibility, that Crowder was merely the victim of a hoax, not its
zerpetrator?

_rmediately zIter the incident, Crowder said that he had seen a tank-
snezed object sittinz on legs, He descrihed it as being metallic and he
=2 m2 that it r=flected light from the car headlights.

zut more recently, and later in my interview, Crowder says that he
elieves the object "was a gas-filled flammable bag" which was designed
o disintegrate when illuminated by car headlights. On several occasions
12 geid that he now believes the object was "some psychological experiment
thzt one of the branches of the armed forces is fooling with."

The question arises as to how good are Crowder's powers of observation?
Pricr to driving to South Hill I had prepared eight 35 mm. slides whichn
were designed to test his powers of observation.
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( The slides, in color, were taken of an unfemiliar object or an urusual
asscmblage of objects at nlght against a darkened sky. The object was
illuminaced by two photoflood lawps, one on eithar side of the camera, to
crudely simulate the illumination from two auto headlights. One cbject, for
exzniple, was an ancient warrior's helmet from Afghanistan; another was an
014 Spice after~shave lotion bottle placed atop a plastic doughtnut, .Still
another was a highly polished chremium-plated cocktail shaker, not too
cifferent in shape from the Crowder UFO, according to his description.

In addition, there were two slides showing lahoratory plasmas and a picture

-

> an unusual gas laser.

Crowder was told that each slide would be projected for appreximately
“ive seconds, corresponding to the time he had said he viewed the UFO,
Ine slide would then be removed and he was to try to describzs the object,
not to identify it. During the tests, he seldom waited for the allotted

-Q—H-r-—-"-“-

Tive seconds before he was reedy to describe what he had seen.

Crowder! s descriplions were so accurate and perceptive that it scems

s
guite unlikely tuﬁl on the night of April 21 he rezlly saw one or two

numan figures on ine road and scnehow mistcok them for a large metal
Tank or ovalloon sta:dLng on fovr legse.

And Crouder insists that this is what he saw. Ee¢ has medified his
story only to the extent of saying that it might have been a lzrge bailoon
wwhich disintegrated suddenly (to explain its sudden disappearances,)

I—-ll‘

In recent months, scmeone has painted "P.V, 67 HOAX" alongside the
durred spot on the road., The "P,V." stands for Park View High School,
sucgesting the sign is the work of local teen~agers. (Crowder himself
has a teen~-age daughter,)

I asked Croudzr if he thought the incidant of his UFQO cncounter
could have been & hosax staged by high scinool students. He replieds
' was too camp 1ited fur scne high uchnul kids to have built scme
1loon., That's what I always thought it was (NOIE: Not according to
original description)...It appeared to be the size of the upper half
that nitrcgen tank (outside his office) and it had those legs."

-
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F Zes Ipsa locuitur" is a Commion Law expression which means "Things
F Soezk For Themsslvzs," or "The Facts Speak For Themselves." This applies
] te ths South hHill case; for there is nnly'uru poseible explanation which
is fnlly consistent with the known facts:
b 1. The charred matches found on the burned spot,.
l
f 2. 'The fact that asphalt will not support ccmbustion and Crowdesr!' s descrip-
4 ' . . .
/ tion of the high flames which he says persisted for aa extended period.
| 3. Crouvder's attemplts to minimize the significance of the charred matches,

i, Tne delayed discovery of the "padprints® and Crowder's seeming indiffer-
’ ence to their discovery.
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5. The inconsistency of the size of the "padprints" for an object the
size which Crowder reported, wnich would result in fantastically
high pad loading (See Appendix "A"), And the imperfect symmetry
of the "padprint" locations,

The lack of symmelry of the burned spot itself, a free-furm.shape'
which suggests it was formed by the chance flow of a flammable
liquid.

i3

7+« The fact that Crowder reported seeing the Martin car immediately
after the road was set afire, yet neither Kr. nor Mrs. Martin
say the flames or the hcadllghts of Crowder's car.

zs Ipsa Luﬂultur'

But what of Clifford Crowder's high standing in the omrunity?
“he truth is that an culside investigator is only zble to determine
what some of the locel citizens now say about his reputation unless
zn in-deptn stuu""are nade and no investigator, 1nclvd1ng this one,
nes attempted such a study.

It is a matter of record that Clifford Crowder is active in the
affairs of his chwrch, the Scuth Hill Methodist Church. Beyond this
it is difficult {o tell how much of his present reputetion is his oun
z2nd how muach of it stems from other relatives in the Crouder "clan".

One brother, J., Foster Crouwder, is a member of the Virginia State
mighway Despte Anciher brother, J.L. Crowder, was a member of the
.iscklenburg Cn&*‘r sard of Supervisors at the tima of the inecident
14 was running for re~-election. He was defeated in the primary held
ral nnnuha alvzr the incident. A cousin, Charles W. Crouder,

28 an insurznce agency which, incidentally, is an advertiser in
cal newspaper. Dr.Charles H. Crowder, an M.D., 15 a more distant

L] 1: 4 | l
'l.l'

—very person intzrviewed spoke highly of Clifford Crowuder, and L
s red & character endorscment without evzn being asked,

- - - ———

ng Clifford Crowder for the first time under
ces, almost certainly would give him a good

- mae bl
more casual c1r¢;*s 51
mant. A man of 55, he is soft-spoken, sincere and

chzracter endorse:
wall-mannared.

“eb it is difficenlt to predict what any perscon will, or will not,
do, Dvery bank attempts to hire only people of unquestisned character
for rositions of financial responaibility. Yebt every year sees disclosures
of erlezzlen ntﬂ

by just such peonla, follovad by expressions of shocked
ds and businens assoclalbes,
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So far as can be determined, Clifford Crowder was nol and still is not,
wnat could be termed a "UFO Buff."

But UFOs "were in the air®" around South Hill. The tuun is within
rang2 of two American Broadcasting CﬂuplﬂV TV stations: WLEE (Channel 8)

g

n Richmond and WRAL (Channel 5) in Raleigh, N.C. It was approximately
‘x months before the South Hill 1nc1dcnt that the new "flying saucer"
gran, "The Invaders" began on ABC's television network. (lMrs. C.A.
2 mentioned that some of the neighborhood children watch the show
-rd were therefore quite excited over the Crowder UFO report.)

i

Probably a more influential program is one by Frank Edwards, called
"Strangest of AlLl," which is broadcast every afterncon at 1 of clock by

L o g

vhe vouth Hill Tadlﬂ station, WJWS. Although the Edwards program does
ot limit itself exclusively to flying saucers, they are featured
rrominently aleong with other supposedly true utGTlEq of the occult and

supernatural,

The pastor of Crouder's church writes a regular column, entitled
"Study Talk", for The South Hill Enterprise. In the April 2?, 1967, issue,
the first to appear alter the incident, pastor William Mayton devoted his
entire column to the subject of UFOs. One extract from this column is
especially intere inb. "The important thing is that one (UF0) made
the scene at S'DL. Hill and South Hill is now really on the map."

This proved to be a masterful understatement. South Hill vwas
2luged with ?15‘u¢?5, thousands of them, immediately after the incident
Was rcported in the local and national press, and for soms weeks after-
ards,

."'h
el
-

Crouder hims

21f has achisved national, ev2n international fame.
2 has received tel
>

gphone calls from as far away as Australia, from
to hear him describe the incident in his own wordsh

'L

Sgts. Raines szys that Crowder has become "fed up" with all this
attention and has, on occasion, said: "If I ever again see a UFQ, I'1ll
Kz2o it to myself."

But Crowder himselfl gave no indication of this
atitude during cur interviews. He cooperated fully, showed no reluc-
sanca to describa he experience for the Nth time and "he displayed no
Toris Ltion 2% being questioned. (However, because I had no
s5atus as an "officizl investipgator® and therefore had to rely upon
513 veluntary cooparavion, I did nov press him on such malbkers as the
charred matches or other discrepancies.)

The J1llasion

P —"

The South Hﬂ'l case demonsbratos hor the ﬂ_"l usion that UFOs rmst be
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extro~terrestrial spacecraft 1.; promosed in :..nr" public mind by i}*' intens-
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The four charred matches found on the burned spot raised grave
suspicions of a hoax among police officers and reporters at the scene,
by their own admissions. Ha rria himself said he alrost didn't send his
film and story to the Richlmond Times-Dispatch and News leader. Yut when
the story did appear in the two newspapers, THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE HMENTION
7 THE CHARRED MATCHES. “

£s a result, the Associated Press story on the case which appeared
LN newspapers ara“nd the country made no mention of the charred natches,

R e BB il e

It was not until William Powers visited South Hill on April 23 and

mentioned this important finding in discussions with the Press that the

~harred matches. were mentioned, somewhat casually, in the few ncwuspapers
0

that carried follow-up stories.

Three men frcm NICAP Headquarters, one a NASA physicist, visited
cZouth Hill on April 22. The results of their investigation were reported
in a feature story in the March-April, 1967, issue of "The U.F.0., Investi-
cator." The article mentions the burned spot and the four "padprints,”
out there is no mentlon of the charred matches. When APRO reported the

case in the May=Junc, 1967, issue of "rhe A.P.R.0. Bulletln,“ there was
no mention of the charred matches,

The new Frank Edyards book, "rlying Saucers -- Here and Now," devotes
two full pages to the South Hlll case., bBut again, there is no mention of
wae charred matches. It seems sale to predict that the Sonth Hill case
will be dusuxiﬁﬁa in dozens of other UFO books, as yet unwritten, and that
in mﬂdt} if not all, there will be no mention of the charred matches,

The cause c¢ci puo
rramature statements

L

olic enlipghtenment is not well-served either by
issued by "oifficial investigators." For exaaple:

i WCrﬂwdc ia :alliqg*gxartlv'whut he saw and thers is _no_reason to
disbelieve ni=.” This statement is attribubted to Willizm Powers in
the hprll efy, 1967, issue of The South Hill ¥nterprise. It is quoted

also in the Zrank Edwards bock,

I) can't fﬁ’“; of it being a hoax," Dr, J, Allen Hynek, as quoted

R e S, S e L e

in the May 10, 1967, issue of the tichmond Times-Dispabtch,

g

Jovion :_y, it 45 not politic to dismiss the Press with a curt "no
cntl." But common prudence and past ELpPPIbﬂ“F suggest that it would
telter fﬂr an investigator to explain that it is premature to ccmnent
the case until the investigation has beon completed and that this will
20uire some additional time.
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APPENDIX MA"

A DESIGN ANALYSIS OF THE CROWDER UFO:

1.

} {
s

The tank-shaped UFO as described by Crowder was estimated to be
approximately 12 ft. in diameter and 15 ft. high (excluding 3 ft.
legs.) This would give it a volume of approximately 1,700 cu. ft.

The Apollo Lunar Module has somewhat similar overall dimensions, although
it is not a simple cylinder. The Lunar lModule is approximately 20 ft,
high and 14 ft. in diameter. Assuming (for simplicity) that it is a
simple cylinder, this would give it a volume of approximately 3,000 cu.ft.
(Actual enclosed volume is somewhat less.)

The Lunar Module is expected to weigh approximately 30,000 lb., This
would give it a specific weight of 10 lb./cu. ft. (By way of comparison,
Cork has a specific weight of 15.5 lbe./cu. ft.)

Assumning that the Crowder UFO had the same specific weight as the Lunar
Module %10 1b./cu. ft.), then the Crowder UFO would weigh:

\ 17,000 1b,

The Lunar Moduls has four landing pads, each 37 inches in diameter,
giving it a total pad area of 4,280 sq. in.

This gives the Lunar Module a pad-loading of 7 psi. on earth.

But when landing on the Moon, which has only 1/6th earth gravity,

the effective Lunar Module pad-loading will be:
1'-2 PEi-

The four "padprints" allegedly left by the Crowder UFO each measured
approximately s inch in diameter. The total "padprint" area of the
four is then approximately 1 sqg. in.

This gives the Crowder UFO a pad-loading of approximately: 17,000 psi.
(based on assuned specific weight of 10 1b./cu. ft.)

Four=-lane concrete highways are stressed to withstand loads of 6LO psi.

Thus, the "designer" of the Crowder UFO, by failing to use larger
-=ds, ended up with a "craft" whose pad loading is 30 times too high
2 enable it to 1and on major highways without puncturing the concrete.
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PHILIP J. KLASS

HAaRIOUR SQUARE

5680 *'N'" ST, 5. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

Decenber 22, 1967

Mw_ Clirford Crowider
617 No. Brunswick Ave.
South Hill, Ve.

Dear Mr. Crowvaer:

Pirst I should like to thank you for your kincness in
spending $0 much time with us on your Ui encounter. 1 lknow
that by this time you musi bo very wealy of the whole matier

after having repeaied the story so many times.

Would ycu be kind enouga 1o clarify & couple poinis for

me?
.
1. Afier ine intense flash of lighv and afcer the opjec
i disapneared or disinvegs ated, and the road va
?ire, did you see actual flame or was the spotb

2. I? you saw Tleme, apnroximately how hich would you
2s, i.¢., &n inch, , several inches,

3. If you saw fleme, aﬁprnhlnaﬁely'LQU';nju did it last
forz going out, or ualil you felt it was scfe 1o
iva ;:aund and hezd for the police staiion?

Azein, thanks for your assistance.

Cordially,
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD: 26 APRIL 1907

Contact with Lt. Colonel Krell revealed the following infor-
nation pertaining to the South Hill, Virginia sighting of 21 April
1267. Lt. Colonel Krell said that he personnaly drove to the
South Hill area and investigated the case. The four holes were
odd. They were approximately 9 feet 6 inches apart forming a
square. The burnt area was in the middle of the square. When the
policemen arrived aé-the scene the pavement was cold. It was an
asphalt highway. Lt. Colonel Krell could find no additional wit-
ness who saw the aslleged UFPO., The witness reported no sound at
all; even after stopping the car and rolling down the window. L.
Colonel Krell will contact the South Hill police department and

obtain a written statement concerning what was found at the scenc

of the sighting.
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