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11. BRI ::. F SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 

Cb-; _·:ec \·r .. tcL·.·:-: ··, l"rgc ~"llv<~r colored obj·.~ ct , '-'!Jrt·o;dr . .:. t t:ly 
1 2 : ect in di ;mteter, sit.tir~:_ o!'l th~ h"Lchvi':l.Y· fll.1 of :.. 
st:-: · :::n tiH! o1;:j ::ct :i:i_c;--.pr-r ·.reJ jnst·mt.:n; _r)u ,;ly ~oi!1·~ st.r •i~ht, 
u;J . .'. s th:' o!-,j:c·ct deJ•.,rt·.xt ~, brilli·•nt ,,,:d."vc co]w·•n o~ fir·..: 
:: .. 1:·~: b£:ncuth t ~19 objo.!<..:t. It bucnt a f.-·hcr~ on Liv• ro -:-~d . 
!r: L;;'- center of' t !·,c burr t, a i'C1. fc.nt::- ~~· Lch ,; ·.-:crt• ~ound . 
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DEJ\RRORN OilSERV 1\TOI~Y 

NORTH WESTERN UNIVE RSITY 
I!VANSTON, II.I.INOI-; 611l01 

15 Nay 1967 

F':"- (TDETH) 
' h d A . 1 :J" D . . . !".-: ~ ~arc 3.n er~a~ _ ~enomcnon ~ Vl.S~on 

:·:::-.:. ;nt Patterso:1 Ai:- ::-'orce Base 
c._v 45433 

A~:.:1 : 1-:ajor Hector t::".!ir:tanilla, Jr . 

13:\r Sir : 

I ~:: scndine tHo r ep.:>rts (164) , on2 by and one by 
• This is t::e sigh Ling of Apr i at South Hill , Vi r gini a . 

Reeards , 

-{ {/ J r;--uu:~a 
\·T. T. Pm·Te rs C 
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U.S. AIR FORCE T ECHNICAL INFORMATION 

It·• :; qu~s t ionnoire has been prepared so tha t you con give the U.S. Air Forc e os muc h 
in for:n::· ~"o r. possible conc l!rning the unidentified aerial phenom<~non tltat y ou have obs~:rved. 
? l~:! ~ •-y t o answer as many questions as you pos sibly c a n. T he informati on tha t you give will 

Se :,; s .- ~ for research purposes. Your nom~ will not be used in connec t ion w ith any stot~ments, 
::on ~ l:.:si ons , or publi cati ons wi thout your permission. We request this persona l informa t ion s o 

r"l::.,. ·• :: is deemed necessary, we moy contact you for furthe r detoi Is . 

!===,--.,=-=-==-=-==-=-"'·· -- -=---- ·. ~ ·- - . . -. -
T./J. ~-('.-__( c . d J - _/ r-,7" . t 

- -. -- =-=-~-::-.---

I 

I 
I 

I 

1. When did , :::•J see the obj e c t ? 2. ;me o uoy: :J _ •_ 7 . :_1_ .t_ 
Hour Minu te s 

r • ti (, '-J 7 
. 

I . ..--- ~'.:_u, I / 
~ t-· 1- '.. .-: - -

Day Month Ye a r 

(Ci rcle One): A.M. 

.I 

3. Tirna Zo:1~: 
(Circle One): a . cos terr. 

b. Cen lr~l 
c . Moun•c!n 

(Circle On e): o. D_oy lig~t Saving 

b-e~ 
d. Po: il ;c 
e . Other 

4 II., 
, .i:-- '!re w~r~ 1 ov when you sow the c: j ~ct? 

. 
I , . 2 . i , ;,. ~.~. I : .. ~.:.,/ - ' Ne .:rots l ?ost::d Address Sto to oc:.C ovnry 

5. How lon ; · .... ::s oSj ~ct in sight? (7o· :~l Dura t ion) / (/ 
Hours Mi nutes Seconds 

\. -· = = · ~ly certa in 

5.1 

5.2 

How 

c. Not very sure 

~-(Just o gues_s_. 
l / - -;--· 

-t- t '"I s i gh t deter .,';~ e d ? ---'·~·""-·44...;1!-s'! '----":: .... _,-~<"r-..;;~.__ _ _. .• ..._..,;;:c.:. ... • ·--------

_; . . ... 
Y!os -'>Oew ,.r - .s · ::!- t c ont in•Jouslv? • 

6. What wo.> •- .. sky? 

Dt.r 
c. Sn~h t 

.,-;.. ~ . 
o-:~Y -. _ .... 

/_ _ 
Yes~ No __ 

NIGHT 
o. Bri gh t 
b. (Cl oudy· ---

7. IF y ou s ow the C~! <"C t during DAYLI GHT , where was the SUN 
,1,_,-l.J'T 

loco ted os y ou l?okcd a t the · obj~t? 

(Circle One ): c. In fron t of y ou 
b . In boc k of y ou 
c. To your r igh t 

FORM 

d. T o y ou r left 
e. OvNh.• od 
f. Don ' t remember 

c't7 ,.;7 ~:;/'r 
,// 

FTD OCT 62 164 
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8 . IF you sow th~ object at NIGHT, wha t did you not ice co'1cerning the STARS ond MOON? 

8. 1 STA RS l(i rc/e One): 8.2 MOON (Circle One): 

a. Brigh t moonligh t 
b. Du ll moon l ight 
c . No moonlight ~ch ci_a-rk~ 
d . Don 't rome mbar 

b. -. · ~w 
c. 1.,,::-y 

d. ::: -:~ 't remember 

9. Wha t we·~ :~ ') w~ath er condi t ions at the t ime you saw the object ? 
• 

CLOUDS C· ·c/c One): WEATHER (Circle One): 

o . C l~or s '<y a . Dry 

b. Ha:y b. Fog, r.tis t, or l ight rain 

c . Scofle · ~::: c louds -- c . ModeratP. or heavy rain 

d. (fhick c · heavy clouds. - ---
d . Snow 

e. Don' t remember 

10. T he objec· c ppeored: (Circle One}: 

a. So lid d. (/.As"a Tight_· 

b. T ron:» ~=· ~nt e . D-:>n 'r r::member 

c . Vap.:>r 

l l. If it oppea·~d as a ligh t , was it br igt, rer than the brightest s ta rs? (Circle One): ----c. .' 3 · igh ter· 

b.':nmme~ 
c . About the soone 

d . Don ' t know 

11.1 co~;:- :r :t brightn,ss to som~ c. onmon obje c t ; 

r: , · , t ~ ·/ e.;,__.., ;:-9-t 11-~,-, ·., · Lcz- _ 
c ·/ I 7 -·------ ---··-----

, " 
12. T he ed':3e s of tl-a e cb je c t were: 

13. 

(C trc 1e :) -~ '. o . Fu z zy or blu··ec! 
;;,, Like c bri ai- ~ :;;cr -
c . Sharply ou: · ,- ~c 
• Don't remei:1~ •r 

D id the o~ ;: :::· 

a. Appec · · c s tand still o t any t ime ? 

b. Sudde - i. 
' 

:; ::,.ed up a nd rush away a t any t ime? 

c. Bre :H vo :-ro ;,a rts or exp lode? 

d. Giv'! ~:- ~-. ~l.:e? 

c. Change br .;in,ess? 

f. Ch a nge: :;hope? 

g. F lash c r il i:ker? 

h . Disappear ond reappe a r? 

i • / I . 
e. Other f ~d. Y2f- C: ,. /...-.,. · .. -,;·A'~'.!..l' k"'-·"'-l·.L..'----

1 ... f: 
-~-------~--~--~~-------------~ / • ~ J.- .. .. /'/'" ., 
-- - -,;:-' ___:~ ~--s.&;.~-z.-""-------------

(Circle One for each question) 

Yes No Don' t know 

@_.; No Don ' t know 

Yes No Don 't know 

Yes No Don 't know 

Yes No Don 't know 

Ye s No Don' t kn ow 

Yos No Don't know 

Yes No Don 't know 

I 

I 
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14. Did the object disappeor while you were watching it? If so, how? 

~ .. 7 (/ r ~ 'Z~~_£ , : J , 1 

15. D.d :'1 .,.-~/-Xove behind sor!thing a t any ti me, parti cu larly a cl ud? 

Yc!; &:) Don 't Know. IF y ou answered YES, then tell wh o t 

. , ' ' h'd 
1 roc.v"!M oe m : ·------~---------------------- _ -------- - --------

----- ·- --------- ------------·------------ ---------------------~ 
~--------------~~--------------------------------------------------------------------1 

D'd h .t,:--:1;!- . f f L• • - I I I d' 16. 1 t e " -"ct-move 1n ront o s or.let.llng at any t1 me, port1cu or y a c ou . 

(Circle J ne ): Yes GJ Don't Know. IF you a nswered YES, the n tell what 

in fron; of: --------· ... ___ . . -------------- - ----------- ----

- -------------------------------·---------------------

17. Te ll in a r~w words the foll owing thin;s about t he object : 

------------1 

18. We wish I~ «. '10W the angular siz.e. Ho'd a match stick at arm' s length in line wi th a known object and note how 

much cf 1:'1!: ~Sj ect is covered by t:-e re ad of the match . If you hod performed this experi ment o t the ti me of the 

s ightirg, new ;;-uch of the object .,.,ou 'd hove been covered by the match head? 

19. Drow :l :; i :· ... ·-=-will show t!- e sh-=;;e of the object or ob jects. Label and incl ude in your sketc h any dc toi Is 

of rhe ~:. e-: · ---· ·~!.. sow s uc'-1 ::s .... ;,·;s, protrusions, etc . , a nd e specia lly exhaus t t rails or vapor trai ls . 

Place C" :~r-:- '-" ·=~:; ce the dro ""' i"; ":] sh .::;w the direc tion the object wa s mov ing. 

I 

I 

I 
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20. Do you thi nk you con estimate the speed of the object? 

Yes 

IF y ou o~s,.,ered YES, then what speed would you estimate? _ ------

21. Do you :- ·.,< you con estimate how for away from you the objec t was ? 

(C"rcle One) 
~ 
(_ Y:~.; No 

IF yow c !. ...,ered YES, then how for away wou ld you soy 

Poge 4 

;, wo•? a(.._".._f_ 1/n-ftt.' 
~------------------------------------~.------------,---------- ) 

. 

22. Where w~r~ you loca ted when you sow the object? 

(C irclc: C " e): 

23. Were you (Circle One) 

a. lnsio:: ':: bui lding 

b. In a c::r 

c. @~tdr~r s~ 
d. !n or ::irp lone {type) 

e . At sea 

f. Other 

a. 

b. 
/" 

(5•' 
d. 

e. 

f. 

g • 

In the business sec t ion of o city? 

In the resident ial section of a ci ty ? 

In open coun try s ide? 

Ncar on airfield? 

F lying over a city? 

Flying over open country? 

Other 

2~. li= yo .. "'!" · e MOVING IN AN AUTO•AOSI!...E or other vehicle at the t ime, then complete t he following questi ons: 

25. 

24.1 Whor direc t ion were you mov ing? (Circle One) 

o. North c. East e. South g. West 

b. N~rtheost d . Southeast f. Southwes t h. Northwest 

24.2 How fo s t were you moving? --------' i les per hour. 

24.3 D 1 j ycv stop at any ti me while you were looking a t the object? 

(Cude One ) Yes No 

/! ·;.1. 
Did y ~u :. -:;erve Ir e o~t throu~~ ::~ny of the fo llowing? 

o . E)'··; 1c : ses 

b S ·r - , - .. - •s • J u _ ....... 

C \_L - M ... • - • .... • n. _ _,, --

d 'J .• 
• " 1!"'-:' ~- ::; 

Yes No e. Binocu lars Yes No 

Yes f. Telescope Yes No 

Ye s g. Theodolite Yes No 

Yes h . Other £ , r, _ _}--·t. v' t.
1

Tt.::_v-.::.._ _____ _ 
(/ 

26. In order the· / ~..J con give a s clear a picture as possible of what you sow, describe in your own words o common 

object or ob i :-= · ~ which , when placed up in the sky , would give the some appearance as the object which you sow. 

• 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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21. In the follo .... ing sketch, imogin.e that you ore at the point shown. Place on "A" on the curved line to show how 

high tho object was above the horizon (sky l ine) when you firs t :oaw it. Placo a " B" on the sam& c urv d lin& to 

show how hi;, r~e object was above the horizon (skyline) when you last r.aw i!. Place on "A" on thtt compo:u 

when yo.; t '!: : sow it . Place a " B" on the compass wherl) you /a<; t s ow the c~.~. 

~~L!J~~ 

.:?S. ::rc t'l .:1 p s c=.-r~ that wil l show the r.1otion t,ot the object or object-; mode. Place on "A" at the beginning of th• 
p:l!h, a "g ot the end of the po:h, and s!aun .:.ny changes in direclian during the cours~. 

29. IF t "' '!·e .,...cs v,)~E THAN Ot-IE o~i ::~r , then how many were ther:s? ------ ----- -

Draw c ~ ::~ ·! :· :.~w they were y-::-:;~~ , on.:! put on arrow to show the dirt.tction that they were traveling. 

• 

I 

I 

I 
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30. Hove you ever seen this, or a similar object before. If so give dote or dotes and loca tion . 

,_ ---')Y:_ ------·-------· -- ---- - ----- ----. 
3 1. Was anyone !: I. e with you at the t ime you sow the object? (Circle One) Yes 

31.1 IF yc ... ::"lswered YES, did they see the object t oo? (Ci rcle One) Yes No 

31.2 Ple:s.- !i:;t t hei r names and addresses: 

• 

I 

I 

32. Plcose i"e the following informat ion ab.,ut yourself: 

NAM!: 

7~ r --ADDRESS -·----
City Z one St ate 

TELEPh~.·· = NUMBER AGe SEX _):u~-~, 

ln~ico ~e C1'- ddi t iona l informa tion about yourse lf, inc luding any specia l experience, which might be pe rtinent. 

- ~~:.i:;: T V"t/ • ~~-<-( -
33. When on:! to " ~':'! d rd you report : hot you hod seen tha '<>b1cf7. ~ / -

,z .2. ---- ::-.:.c.d'_ _/Lt. .2 
Day Month Yoor 

I 
• 
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• 
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34. Dote you complet~td this quest ionnoire : 
Ooy 

- c~o.:- •. .' / -- Q:/_ 
Month 

P oo• 7 

Yeor 

35. Informat ion ,.,.,i ch you fee l pertinent and which is not adequately covered in t he specific points of t he 

qu•st iOI'Ino ' •:~ ::r o na rrative explanat ion of your sighting. 

I 

A9C.vl/ r~"" ;:2-(.JZ_ --

(._ (. :_.., , 

·-,_ .. / 
v 

1 

/ ;,. {, 'C~ ;,:::( 

1--
....,1 ~(., t y,;/ 

• 

I 

• 

I 

I 



I 

• 

- . . 

U.S. AI R FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

Ti-'11:> quest ionnai re has been prepared s o tha t you con give the U.S. Air Force as much 
inbr~=~~ ~n as possible concerning t he unidentified aerial phenome non tha t you have observed. 
Plec~~ •ry to answer a s many questions a s you possib ly can . T he information that you give wi ll 

b~ u:~:l for research purposes. Your name will not be used in conne c t ion with a ny state ments, 
concl .; sion s, or publicat ions withou t your permission . We requ est th is persona l informa t ion s o 

the; ;: • is deemed necessary, we may contact y ou for further details . 

F=== _.,-. .,-=..,=-··=c"'·===-~~- --~=--- --=----~ - - . T ,;- ~:: !'".. - • --:-.;---:- -·--- ... - .. -~ ---=.. :-- =~-·.~-:-=-'="-""·"'·· = :..:;;....._- ... c.:r- __ -~ 

1. When did i:::.; see tho ob jec t ? 

------
Doy Month Year 

3. Ti me Zol'e. I 

(Ci rcl e One): o . tostern 
b. Cen trol 
c . Movntoin 
d . Poe iitc 
e. Ot!-:er 

4. Wn•re we:e you when you sow the obj~ct? 

I 

,,f I 

Necrltst Postal Addre ss 

I I 

I • 

2. T ime of day: -·----'-
, 

H our M i nules 

, 

(Circle One): A.M. or 

(Circle One): o. Dayligh t Saving 
b. St andard 

/ ' I 

P .M. 

/ I • ---'------------ ·-:.----..:..._ ______ _ 
City or T o w n State or County 

5. How Jon; "'" S objec t in sight? (T :)::~I Dura tion) 

Hour s M i nul<.:> Seconds 

~- Certoin c . Not very sure 

c.. r ~ irly ce rtain d. Just a guess .. . 
/ • . 5.1 H.; w ... .: .. "17.~ in s ight dererr-·.,e::? _ _:_.....:, _________________ _ 

5.2 \lras ::10--:1 ';-; ;i~t,t cont 'nvot.s'y'? 

6 . What v. :$ -- .. ;·-- ,·:,of the s~y? 

"''V ..., ...... , - . . c. :..rt.,- 1 
b. C l::~..,dy 

Yes I 

NI GHT 
o . Brigh t 

1 b. Cl oudy 

No 

7. IF you sow ~he c:>:ec t dur ing DAYLIGHT, where was the SUN located as you looked a t the object ? 

(Circle One ): o. In front of you 

FOR M 
FTD OCT 62 164 

• 

b. In bock of you 
c. To your r igh t 

d . To your le ft 
e . Overhe ad 
f. Don 't remember 

• 

I 

I 
I 

I 
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. 
8 . IF y ou sow the ob1 e c t at NI GHT, wh et t did you not ice cc-:ce rning the STARS and MOON? 

8. 1 ST Arb (Circle Or•C'): 

..... ...:-,._.e 
~. -. 

--y -.. 
• - t L -c. _ =n t re iT'e M oer 

8.2 MOO~ (Circ le One): 

a. Brigh t moon li gh t 

1 b. Du ll moon ligh t 

c . No moonli gh t - pit ch d a rk 
d. Don 't remember 

9. 't-'h~: ""e'!:' .:.e wcnther conditi ons ot th e t ime you s ow 1he object ? 

• 

CL OVC\3 :irclc O·w ): WEATHEh> (Cucle One ): 

o, C leo· •<v , a. Dry 

b. Ha!{ b. Fog, '"l i:; t , or I ight r~i n 

c . S:::ot-..,·~d cloudc: c . Mad e rot" or heavy rain 

d . Thic~ or heavy c l?ud s d. Snow 

e . Don ' ! r::"1e mber 

10. T he objec ~ appeared: (Circle One): 

11. 

c . Solid d. A" o I i gh t 

!:>. -I rc" s ~.:rent e. Cort 't remember 

c . V <Jpor 

I! it :::p:> e:.·~d os a li gh ~, was it t-· ·;-•er th an t he brighte s t s t a rs? (Cir~ One): 

'\,. c . 3 rig!l ter 

b. Dimmer 

c. About the sa'Tl(' 

d. Don't know 

11.1 C o:-:l::·e bright n-s s to s one c.:>-:'lmon objec t: 

' ..... 
\ • • 

I . 
I 

, 
• • 

.•· 
---------------------------------------------~-------------------------------------

.. . , .... , . .... . - . :. Fuzzy or bh: ·-~d 
::.. Li!rc~ r br :." r s·yr 
::. Sharp ly o.:dt" .: ::! 

c. Other --------- -------------

------ ·--- ----------------
-- ------------------------
------------ ------------------ ----

~----------------·-------------------·----------------------------------------------------------1 

13. Did th e c::: ~e::!· (Circle One fo r each quP.stion) 

a . A p;Je:r · ~ stard s t il l a t on}' t ime? Yes \- No Don 't know 

b. Sud:i ·- •y s::.e ~d up and rush a wrty o t any t ime? YI'S No Don ' t know 

c . Bre -, '; LO "''O port s " ' e xol ode ? 'r (" s No Don ' t know 

d. - ~' '> l: I '• t ~· • S-C '(~ • Yes No Don ' t know 

e. C ho:-g ... b• ;:, t .,-:- s s? Ye s No Don ' t kn ow 

f. Chc:-~ oe sho:>e? 
~ 

Yes No Don ' t know 

g. Flash or fi-re-leer? ( PS '- No Don ' t know 

h . Di soppe'1r :md-MapJ>eOT? Yes I No Don ' t know 

I 

I 
I 

• 

I 
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UNCLASSI flED 

DEPA:tTMHU Or THE AIR FORC£ 
STAFF M£SSAG£ llUHot 

lt!CO.MIHG MESS..\GE 

I 

AF IN: 13~0 (23 Apr 67) S/csh Pg 1 of 5 

ACTIOxi: ?_- ~ -4 INFD: 
SMB E02 1L!: 5vC9 7 5 

XOP-1, XOPX-2, SAFOS-3, NIN-7, DIA-l 

PTT U J;. .': ~ tiDt~ 8122 0 113085 0- uuuu-- R UED HQA . 

Z NR UUU U:J 

AJ~30700Z .l?R 67 

Fi.i 632 RAO .~ ~ SQ ROANOKE RAP IDS AFS NC 

T 0 R l'l/~AFVt/ ~0 C ENT AFB CQ 0 

RuEOFIA/ ',:.R IG HT PATTERSON AF B OHIO 

R U[OH~A/ CSA F WASHINGTON 0 C 

R UED;i·<.IO SAF HQ USAF 

R l£ 0 AH A/3 3 ') A C FT LEE A F S VA 

BT 

UNQAS 632CJ C 0.5507 APR 67 . FOR TDETR, AffiDC. SAF- 01 , 330CO,FTD 

• lA'!! AFR S0-·7 T H~ FQL O;'/ ING UFORE PCRT I S SUBMITTED FROM THE 6320 

I 
RADhit S~:.;~S~J N, ROANOKE RA?IDS AFS, NC 

Ao OE Sffi I p; I o: 0 F THE 03 t:Ci' : 

< 1) S IL '!E.; 

( 2) A?~ 'J' ; · ~~ ::LY 12 FEEi 1\ G IM!ETER . OVERALL HE IGHT 15 FEET . 

<3) S IL v::r. 

( 4) 0 N E 

I OJt .. 

AFHO U~ClASSIFJEO 0-309C 

• 

• 

·( 19) ADV CY .OIA 

• 

• 

' 

' 

' 

1._. 

\ 

•• 

' . . . 

• 

. ' 
I 
I 
I 

I 
~I 

... 

• •• 

' 

i 
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14. Did the object disopoeor while you were wa tching it? I F ho w? 

0 , 

so, , 
• 

I I ,. I / / 

' • ' i I ' , • 
, 

I • 
• • • /. 

• , / , 
I ' I , • I 

/ 
/ I -. 

/ • : I • I • 

J----------------·-- ---------------------- -·-·----------------
15 . Did t he ob !'C t move behif'd something ot ony t ime, particu larly a cloud? 

(C ire e (be}; y~r; . No 
\ 

Don' t Know. IF y ou answered YES, then tell wh a t 

i t mcve::l oeh ind: - - - --- ----- -- - ------
• 

-- -- ..... - . - - --- --------------- ---- ----------------
- - -- - -~- - --------------------------------------1 

16. Did the oS ec t move in front of s o'11cthing at any ti me, particularly o cloud? 
, 

(Circle ']ne): Yes ( t4o Don 't Know. IF y ou answered YES, then tell what 

in front of: ---·· --- - . ----
--- --- -- -- ----- ---- --------·-------- ----------------

1------------------~------ ------------------------------1 
17. Tel l in c fe w words the fo llowin g things obou t the object: 

I I / / 
a. Sound _j __ '_ __ L_o_. __ _ _.._ --------------------------------------

/ • 
I / ,- . • '· I • / . 

b. Color L--~~·------~·-~-------~1~-'-~-~-·---~·~-----· --------~/~-~ • • 

I 18 . We wish ! :. b ow the angular size. Hold o match s t ick o t a rm' s length in line wi th o known objec t and note how 

much of t:-.e object is covered by the head of the match . If you hod per formed this exper iment at the t ime of the 

sighting, 1-::>w much of the objec t wou ld ha ve bee n covered by the match head? 

I . , -- ; , / 4~ 
'· , • .. .. t , / ,/. 

/ 

~---------------------------------------------------------------1 

• 

19. Dr ew :J ?:::;_r~ ' ne t will show the s!.:::;-f: o f the object o r object s. Lo be l and include in your sketch any det ails 

of tl-le :>c,c~- -:- ~ - y':.u sow such C5 ""in;s, protrusions , etc., ond especially exhaust trails o r vapor troils. 

Place o n =r·=,.., !:.,.:;id~ thP drowir3 •o sho w the direction the object was moving . 

- - . 
I 

.... 
• 

-~ • 
\ 

• • 

' 

. 
I 

0 . . ---- - . -
\. I I , • I • 

-- . 
', 

. . , I , 

, ... . , 

• •' ' --
I 

\ 

> 

I 
I 
l 
\\ 
~-

. 
' 
1\ 

I • 
• 
I 

, ' 
• I. I / 

' 

• • 
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\ I I J 
• I • • • • 20. Do you thin". vo.., con estima te tl1e speed of the object? 

• ' 
' I I 

; 

, • 
(C rrde One) 

• l Yes 
l . 

• --IF you cn!J. •,..er~= YES, then what speed wou ld you estimate? 

1----------- -
21. Do yc..J ·!-; ,., · :::u con estimate ho"' for away fr om you the objec t was? 

r: r·: <.! One) I Yes No 
' \ ' 

IF you ons .... ~· ed YES, then how fo r cwoy would you soy it was? 
. ' ~ , ( - -----· 

~----------------------·--------------------~--- ------ ------------------------

I 

22. Where wer• ou located when you sow the objec t? 

(C ire lc Ot ~ 1 

a . Ins ide - -ui lding 
• 
b. In a cor 

c. Oudoors 

d. In on o'·:> lone {type) 

c. At sec 
, 
r. Oth~r _ -

23. Wore you (Circle One) 

a . 

b. 

\ c. 

d . 

e. 

f. 

g. 

-

In the business section of a city? 

In the residential section of a city? 

In open coun tryside ? 

Ncar on ai rfield? 

Flying ove r a city? 

F lying over open country? 

Other _ _ . _ 

• - J , = y-:~u ,., ... !! Y.OVING IN AN AUTCv::n ~ L~ or other veh icle at the t ime, then complete the fol lowing questions: --· 
24. 1 Wnc· : ·~ction were you movin;? (Circle One) 

o. t-' or"'l c. 
... 
- "'"'S • 
- v ' 

c. South 

b. 1'.-:~r · l., ~ost d. Southeast f. Southwest 

I • , 

24.2 how !:sr were you movin g? • • 
' I ____ ..:_..!. ___ miles per hour • 

2~. 3 Did p 1.: ;rop o t any t ime w!,i'f- y:>u were looking a t the object? 

(C:r-: 1!: One) '-'• s I - ~ No 

25. D;d yc:.. c~:H:· ·,• t"'" object throt.£=1'1 ::: r.y cf the fo ll owing? 

o. E\,1'-' ... • ..... .. ~ .·• _ _.J_.., Yes No c. Binoculars 

b. Su ~ c: ::::~es 
• 

Yt>s I 0 f. Telescope 

c . -y, , ... r ... - ';'es ·~ g. T heodo lite -~ -
d. Wir:_ , _ ~ Yes i'b h. Other -

--

' g. West 

h . Northwest 

Yes No 

Ye s No 

Ye s No 

- -- - ----
-

26. In o•der the · , ::.~.: con give as clear a pic ture a s possib le of what you sow, describe in your own words a common 

ob:oc t or o!.. • ::'s .which, when placed up in the sky , would give the some a ppearance a:; the object wh ich y ou sow. 
,, ; / 
I ' ,-' I ' I • ' ' ' • • 

I 
I • • 

, I 
I 
I 

I 



• 

I 
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-· 
27. In the following sketch, imagine that you ore at the point shown. P loco an "A" on the curved I inc to show how 

hi gh the object wos above tho horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place a " 8 " on the same curved line to 

show how hish the object was above the horizon (sky line) when you las t saw it. Place an "A" on the compa:ss 

when you f~rst so w it. Place a " 8 " on the compass where you last saw the object. 

goo 

~ 
' I 

28. Drew a pict·;re that will show the motion that the object or objects made . Picco an "A" at tho ~>&ginning of th• 

pet\ a "6 " at the end of the path, and shu.,.. .;;ny changes in direct ion during the course • 

.. . 

I I . 
·' • • , . 

29. IF t f.,ere .w::s MOKc THAN ONE ob je:::t, then how many were there? - ----------

Draw ::1 p ic· .. ~e -:; now they were crr::"lged, and put on arrow to show the directi on that they were traveling. 

I 

I 
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\ 

3 0 . Have you ever seen thi s , or a simi lor objec t before. If so give dote or do te s and loca ti on . ' 
I f ( 

----- ---··-- . ----·---- - ---· ----- --- -- .... ··- . - ·· --- - ·· ·- ·-·· ·-- --- .. 
' ·. 

31 . Was onyo:--tc c.' ;;e with you at the t ir.1e you sow the object? (Circl e One) Ye s ( No 

31.1 1;:: ,: .... ::'1swe red YES, did they see the object t oo? (Circl e One ) Yes No 

31.2 o;~::_ :- li s t their name s and cddresses: 

.. 

32. Pleose 

' I / I 
1-4 / I 

- L__L __ " ~ ~, --ADDRESS , 
I 

"' ..! ' { ·-- ... 

I 

TE LE PH0 ":: NUMBE R 

City 

'l AGE --.,,.;.__- SEX 

Zone St ole 

J , 

tnd ic.:Jie c-1 -:~d·Honol information ::.::out yourse lf, including any specia l exper ience, which migh t be pe rtinent . 

l, I ' , • 33. When and to ... ,';)- d d you report tha t you hod seen the oojcc t ? ' 

• ' , / ·; 
-----------

Doy , Month Y cor 

• 

• 

I 



• 

' • 

• 

• 

-
34. Dote you completed this questionnaire: I 

-----·--
Doy Month Y eor 

35. Information 'ltol ~ich you feel pertinent and which is not adequate ly covered in t ho specific points of the 

quntionncc•: oro norrotivo explana t ion of your sighting. 

• • 

I 

I . 

, 
• 

• 
I l ~ 

. / 

I • 

' 

/ 

// 

• 

, 
... ..:. / / 

(' I ·~ • ' ' 

/ / 
•• 

' / 

I 

, 
, I 

/ 

(' / ·r . / 

, 
/ 

I / • ,. , 
; , 
• 

' / 

/. 

• 

/ 

• 

/ • / '. I r 1 1 \ t I 
0 

/ 

• • • I , 
// (l. I / " •• 

• • • 
; 

// I • / 
/ I 

,. 
/' • , 

/ . , • , 
' • • , 

• • " -
• , 

; 
/ • 

• / 

• 

, , 

• 

I 
J 

• 



. ' . • 

• 

ANALYSIS TEST REP OR'( 

Am.h tj cal Bl'a.nch (NAYA ) 
~ . 

SU B JECT 
1u ") , ... Q.,. .. ·- ..,.. _...., • 

uf S31nples From Paved Road 
T EST NR TASI~ HR 

'; -s: isns Go10212 
SU :lY. I TTED ?V - • DATE RECEIVED 

l ,._. .. ... - :.:arley, Jr . TDET/ UFO ~ ·, . ____ ;:: ... ... • • -
PU RPOSZ 

"'=i - · ·. ·:nmino thr· presence of flrurun:-l ble 1n:tte1·inl . sn.mplc removed f'1·o•n -~ a J.n a 

a roD.d ;• • 
• •n . ~ . . 

• 
FACTUAL OA 7.., 

n 
"'\ .m1es removed fr.., ., :1 roarl f-:ll rfu.c:e ''l!:lrc· r,ub:n i Lt. eel .(Qr a chc1: icaJ annlyQis . . - - ' .. 

The . . '- .:~ c2.- -llU\..1 ......... ..... requestC;d the a.>-t:1lysis to determine if a flrumna ble liquid could have b::!es 

I .?. ' H.) L-i. r...:!. .l. • road surface 2-"" ''I-, liquict ignited . Srunple ?-887 v1as ta.'ken from the .. o ... ' ""' .. ... -:.. '(,;! . -
I i H'>"'"- ~"·~a :.!1d sample 7- 888 .... ~ c: .:ub:nltted as a rcd'ercnce saruple • o.J ·- .... ..,; -- ., . ··--

• 3o-> ..... amplcs l·rere e:x-t r a ;:,; -:. ,:::::i '.-lith car· bon tet1~r.hl oricte ancl an infrared spectrum • 

,. - ,. ~ I . . . -:>- ::. __ __ a. . -· infrared spec:..:.~_.: . . , n -··-
t 

.co ::L 'Lhr. extract l·ras i dcnt.l fi,(~d ns Sl ~nec-t "tllm Qf 

- :::-:-. '? ,spectrum of t!· ' .. ~ ... ... - .. - · '•t . -1 ..:.: -..... ,:. _ "" . - .. • G • 

' 
fro. r the burnt a:r·cJa l!C'IS qtn 1 i tnt i vp,l j ' . ' t . 1 JO!md, ca . 

- . · ne c.·"' r of the refer..::.::~ S!" -~ .plC; . "'"' "'· . _ ..... ... = .... .. 

. 
I 

CONCLUSIC~S 
r. • - . "' "'I ·~..,·~ ;_ ... "') "'; ,;_·- ~d by infr-a l'\.•rl mot.hods . '!'he cxtmc:;t fl'O .l i..hn L. - ---·· __ .., . .... ..._ J -· .. .... _ ._._ --

hurnt . . ... . ~ 

1.S'"lh::l., L :tnd no f'lr> 1hlr. lim!ld r.cmlrl hr. rlr-! ·nr.t rvl Ti · aren. ·,-r::. "' -"' ' ~' ll.O a~ -·- _ ... _.. . .. u .- ~ .. 

:Jhould • . . t fla;::::~:t ble l .Lqu'i.cl \Ill.! bHl'D 1·api.dJy and lcuve do L0ctuh:Le u·! ~ .. ,,.. ~ - ~ r a. very no -· ..., -.. - .... . - -
rozj due . 

{./. (/~· 7 ~~ Iiiio' .~ ... . ·-
D A TE n:::PO~TED SI GHi\ TU~:! ? 

ll' .:> t~ay l <)6'/ l·n 1T ,.lJ, r. ,) . CHA'.·WOTW 

I 

I 
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1 • TO 1'Supportln8 Elnm .. nt) 2. DATE S. FOR S ERVICE IN SUPPORT OF: 4 . F IL E OR LEDGER NO . 

-s';,sTEM NO. INI TIATI NG E L E M E NT 

e. DAT E COMPL E TION REO. a . PR~TY 

~ PROJ ECT NO . SUPPORTING ':/~ENT . 7 -$ -Y s- cY·f:f~ 7 . S EC URITY CL.AS!: I FI C ATION 6 . PR E CEDENCE RATING 
OF WORK R E Q UC:STEO TASK NO. / 

(}i / C t-,~ss 0o I 0 z I / 

II , A / C TYP E, MOO <:: l. .lNO SE RIAL NO . PROGRAM STRUCTUR E OTHI' II 

TITL E . 

5h~~ ~:;~ • a.,_JL ,1 p~ r~ , ,-
1 0 . O ESC RI ?T' ?"" :.. ~ WOAK 

PE r F o r: , ........ ~ C f iE/V) I ('/1 (... I} N 11 L I ~-; s . -
• ,,.. . r..:· .. ,; I tJ L L o .s E .t::> y s p, (V) p (.. 1:: s • 

('/[ - IJ C F ~) ;.= ;CJN/ (- ( )4 /;..\... N -- -

( /l /: 1,::::- r:. , , 2 ~. 

1 1. INITI ATE :> ;. , 
- ,-/) i'1R-LEy W)ct.. J l ' ... ,.., -• • 

TD r=lf •IC:, 
ORGN SYM BO C ~ " -10r' JI, 

1 4 . ESTIMA T E D 

D ATE 

MAN-HOURS 

I 7. REASON : 

D COMP LE TED 

1 ~ . D A T i.:. COM PL 

/S~Gl 

As~ FORM "9 
Ll DI:C G 1 "l 

-

c ~ ~ :::» - -- ~~ 

ri C .lNCEL.L.EO -
I 9 . .... /H "\S EXP 

~ 

FO.~ USE OF RES PONSIB LE ELEMENT 
• 

1 2 . ""PRO VED BY 

~ • 

0 -"C" SY -.I !lDL. E XT 

FOR USE OF SUPPORT/NO ELEMENT 

1 !1 . P R OJECT ENGIN EER O R PL ANN E R 

ORCN SYMBOL. 
e... -f~~ 

E T 

CLOST NO A C TION 
20. 

CHI 5~ 1 (Sutp'Yff'rment) 

·:=;r ~ ~ -> 
F"' r- · 1 ' 'J- 11 -· -·. 
'' "

11
' - ·' ••• ), ; ; Jill;( , Chiof 

J\ :ldli' , i-..,._~l L: ,nc. ;-. 
N.a I ~riJ I!; :-> ' . o· .. ' ')' .. dC~ t\·:.~ 100 
,.. l' \1 

• "-i ' _,J~ ..,,.,, -r y 

{tr !('y/.;s·'>v :~ ... J 

T v DE r ,::: 1? / N 11 h'3: -
' ·4 ,6 C 1:f, I 

CON T IN UED ON R EV E RSE SIDED 

1 3 . CHIEF (R<>IJpon ~lbltt E l ement) 

" • 
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}"l'D ( TDETR ) 
RescnJ.·ch nn:t 

DEARBORN O IISL:I< V /\TORY 

N O RTHWEST ERN UNIVER SITY 
P.VANSTON, II.I.INOIS GlllOI 

10 14ny 1967 

Aer::.co.l Pnenon<""!non Div.ision 
tlr lght- Pa t tcr~o::: .'.ir Force Bo.r;c 
Ohio 1~51~33 

Attn : t-lajor Hee !;c.:- ;..ui.ntanilla 

Dear tiajor Quintar . .:lla: 

t-~nclor>ed i s the :-t. _;- o:-~ on ~- invc~tiaa t:.lon of t r1e sityhtlnr; 
oy : ~c·th Hill, VirBinia, 21 .April J 967, 

.., .. '"' r with neri::>pC.lJer acr·onnt::; of "the incident . 

Hill iOt1 'l' . P0•.rerc 

• ·~':> 1 t. -,. : p 
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SIGHTll1G OF 21 APRIL, 1967 
SOUTH HILL, VIRGINIA 

by C. N. C.CO'.-Tder 

Inves tigat ed 

0::: So. turdo.y , April 22, 1967, nat ionwJ.de coverage ,.,as given by the 

t o r eports of a sighting of a large UFO seen taki?G off f r om a r oo.d 

i n :::J..tth Hill , Virginia. The i nvestigator arrived on the scene at about 

9 : .... : .:.. . m. , April 23rd, 1967. He was me t by Sgt . S . H. Rai nes of the 

Vir~- _ .. ia Sto. te Police , ''ho p r ovided transportation awl valuo.ble assistance 

ar..! -ivice durin.,:; thC::: e:it:i . .ce investi gation. Lt . Iledricks of S t :'l.te Police 

Hea ..... ~·..1arters in Appo;::a.tox) Virs inia , had authorized full coop.ero.tion ::tlld 

hs.d also conduc·tc::::l his Oio.'H i nvestigo.tion, the r e::;ults of which he m'lde 

ava::!.lable . Cooperation from the Virgi ni a State Police could not have been 

gi-:.;:; mor e f'reely, and i-;as of' gr eo.t help . 

The principal witness ....ns 

( 70:, :..47-4177 ) manager of a fertili:ler 'mrehouce jus t on the northeast 

co~o:-ate limits of South Hill . - , is married 

a:-. .:. !:~3 chil<lren ; durir..g the i nvestigation many people including o.ll the 

a :..-~.:;:;>o:~s ::olc citize~, a:ld. would by no means be involved in a hoax or 

made the r eport, '' the comments 

i t· happened, 

l.. 7: ..... ... - • II - . - ··- ... . - ··- .4C 

_:.--:.:- .3econd wit:1es~ , who na~or a port i on o! th~ event, is 1tir 

owns extensive tobacco l ands j ust south of anrl borderin~ on 

.,.. ('I <• " .. - .,.., ... -;,._ , ... :o"'t 
- - -- ....,j, .,. ,,,hich the incld.cnt took place . He was not as vcll knmrn ac 

i·1r. Crc·;:~r , but ceemed perfectly honest , even to the extt.:nt of sticking 

I 
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b~ h ~s !j tory when at one !JOint a seriouJ diccrcp~mcy ( later :L'C:;olve•\) 

• 

' --. report eivc::; the folloHing pictur~ of t h..: cvent !3 of 

--.. • ... ..., .;_ rr·"',.. • 
---- .. .... l. ... •"'"' • 

bc :!!l ·.rorkirs; late on hit: boo!u; o t th~ Harchoucc , anJ 

Cro· 

.. _ ... about 9 : 00 n . z::. . - E .... m o ... . At ·t.hiG time the r;lcy \·ras cnti:ccly dark. 

drove north out o:' the HO.rchouoe parkil'IZ lot , olone; a dirt roo.d 

pc::--:::.;:.a 1/'d rnllc lonth eni turn..;d \Te~t onto County Route 747. The r o'1d 

d•:a.:- !!nd~ at t\IO r esi de:·.--!.., just ea.ct of thlc llOint . 

131; rccons tructio::1 1 tn~ events that follo·.,'ed were titnC•l . Three 

s~c~--:1:; after turning o:to ro1te 7>~7 , sa~., in hir.. h~acUights 1 o.bou t 

5X ::-~e t nheo.d of hin i :: -:.~~ center of t,he rC'vl, o. l a.rtic object . 'l'tlo 

' 1~;7,3 --ere vi::;lblc , ca::::- a0(...l:; 6 inches i.n dinnc L.:!r aud angled out ::;o:.1C\olhat , 
, 

J'.l::'~· _ _- Jint; a cylinlri:::a: ojjec t \/i th a flat bottom and a do:ne- sh::1ped 1-op . 

'!':1:: -;-: :-cical angula= s·J.::> -;ence of this object ,.,.a~ ab0ut one inch at ari.t 1 s 

l"!r:~ .. ( .30 inches ), so -;::e vertical size projected to tb'.! o.ppo.rent lo:::ation 

• ...... ·.. .: - "' e. o o"t 1""'7 r.- ,.., · ,., - .... _ - ..J ., \. - - IJ • cstirr~ted the objec t to be 16 to 18 fe~t 

. .. . i . J.n ve:- _: -- n nen~ao-:., 1 :.:;t counting the lege whlch ro.isetl. ·tlJe obje ct vome 

1? _ ... ~ · -- --
,...,_ .. -
.1. 1 - ..,_ --

250 

--· · 
-· :"'.; ... 
.. • I;; , 

. __ ...... ·- .... 
::r- .... -· ·- 1o 

Tne lateral dimension hi";! c:;tim:J.terl to be obout 

_:: colC'r .... ~ .... _ .. P'\: ~"t 
J •• - - "'"'- -

r~zemoled a do.r1~ alu.'nim.tm, :;imilnr to a larc:c 

. . . 
--· "'e --. .., ____ - ::.. -_: - ':: :l..l' the war.;:hous~ . 

,..... ...... .;, ~. ,.. -- -- ..... 
"tO cet ~ l .. 0tter look, clo~;cr , to "ithin n.wut 

"the object , wh ich tOtllt about 9 ~ccor.l:; , anrl then S\Ti'tch~·l on 

i1i:> ·::>::"'.:._-.-; : eadlLeht::; . After a dcl:Jy 0l' l~ or ) .;econJ..; 1 there appeared 

.. 
··' 
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UNCLASS~fiED 

DEPUTM£HT Of THE AI~ FORCE 
STAFF f~ESSA~ B~AHCH 

HlCOMING t.\iSSAGE 

Pg 2 of 5 

K YL 0 6 J :. :: , AS A P PR 0 X 11'/.A TEL Y 15 FEET I N HE I G HT I NQ lD I NG F OlR 

LEGS \1.'HIC01 .·. :.~ E EST !MATED TO BE APFROX IMAYEL Y 3 112 FEET TALL . . . 

OBJECT '.'/AS ~-1APEO SIMIL AR TO A \'lATER TANK WITII AN OVAL TOP. 

(7) VIH=:!~ T:-~ OBJECT LEFT T H~ ffiOU~O THE EXHAUST WAS A VJH ITE 

FIRE AP?ROX ;:AATELY 2 FEET IN 01;).\ETER. 

( 9 ) fj' A 

5 . o=s:r I p- 0 N OF COtR SE OF 0B.JECT : 

c1) OS.3@VC:R ENTER ED HARD SlRFACC: ROAD FROM A WAREHOUSE AI'D 

SP GiT:D T H::: :3JECT JUST AS ~ C~ :.E OVER THE CREST OFT r£ ROAD . 

(3) oas::.~ •' :.?. Vu\ S ST ILL 11. h iS CAR ANJ THE OBJECT DI SAPPEARED 

Go I r ,.. s-:. · · ~ r ;) \ ,.J I \ • ~, u~ . 

C4) OBS~R v::~ ?.~Pffi T ED TH: C.3v::CT WENT STRA IGI-ff UP AfiD ~£LOST 

S IGMT 0 F ,- :,1 ·?~0 X I MATE~ f 2 CR 3 HUI\QRED FEET DUE TO Tit 

C6) 0 B J E C , ; : t, St5LE Fffi O:i. Y A SECONJ ffi TWO . 

C. h\AfJI!ER 0 ~ : ... SER VAT I ON: 

0 -309C 
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suddenly a brilliant :white column of fire-like vrhite- hot molten steel, 

direct2.:r under the object, the coluJnn being about 18 inche ::; in diameter. 

The dowr\;3.:::-d jet could be seen splashing off the pavement. At the same 

ins:;:;.:::., the object appeared to rise, and vas out of' sieht in "ju::;t a snap 

At no time did Crowder hear any sound; the ca.r ,.,inclm-1 

,,a~ o--~- ~-- next to h;m " - - - ... . -
not actually s ee the object in flight ; he says only 

that :::: coulL'l see "somet'hing going up . " 'l'he white-hot flame did not travel 

upHo.rc. : but disappeared an i nstant after it a.pl>eared, l eaving the r oad 

burni::c:: with orange fla;:;es . ·.fhen the "tremendous burst of white- hot e;c.n 

or fla.-:e"appeared, reac t.ion was to stop his car . At this r~oint 

h~ sz..·,; t!le lights of another car coming tovmrd him f rom the west, and turn 

i :-;-.o :.~.:.~n Nartin ' s r oaC., to the :::>out.h. 

drove paBt the smoldering patch on the road, ,.,..hich 

flickering in a few places the size of a hand; this was about 

15 sec~::·i.s after the ini t.ial burst of \·Thite f'ire . Apparently t he flames 

or. t::e ":.:.::-ning road bee;a:: to sub3ide as soon as t he flash ''a~ over. Crouder 

yroc :: :,:.; 1 directly to t::.e 1-·0lice station ( state police) in South Hill . 

trooper~ C::-::·..rford and Nurphy 1 and o. newspaperman from tOim 
lf/OT 

re"t": • I_...,., ::. • -- ··-- ·;:- :.:.:J.e scene t o search it . (The patch of burned to.r \fas still 

:.:r:..:.ch w~er: ":.t:-::.- r e turned) '.rhe troopers first found three 

I}CC (:,lDJP) C-
7 o m UICI'J.ljl 

• 

'

.T,., .....,., - ' • '"I 
Ytl.- »i. ..,• , .... ~ • -

burned :=.;~ ...:::= .s in the ce:1t.::r of the lmrn~d spot ( enclosed in brown envelope) . 

' The mE.'1i ·: . : ::: 3 ·,·,:re of t he paper book-type 1 and were completely consumed; they 

did :-.ot appearance of having 'been burned \lhile hold, but r ather 
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o.ppeurccl uniformly carbonized frctn encl to end. 

A thorough ::;earch wuz then conduc t.ed on tn-.! ro:1d :::.round th~ burn.:!d 

ar~::l -.. .. ::! :>houl dcr.; of ~vhe roaJ., und the wheao:. fields on either side o.t' the 

r-::~;; '.:..."1 .•::~.ch the "1-Th:::!!.t was ercen and vas _pcrh:J.pt; 1& iucheG t.a.ll) . nothinc; 

., -.... _ -- The search v:n.z conducted ·.ri th t.h.:! o.id of 

:. ; ___ :.t;ilts m1d vi th h r-.nl- he1d six-ce;11 fJ.o.ohlicht:.:; . 

Th"' follo<ri;l£} morning, anoth0r incpc:ction of the cccne revealed four 

s::_:..:.. :tolec {cee cncloseJ. diagrrun) :;paced o.t th-: co:cner::; of a square e.p-

p:.c · _;A.tely 11. 5 feet c:-. a .:>ide, centered on th~.: burned areu.o Each hole 

'.va: _ .)OUt 1/2 inch in o.i~eter. Two oi' the holez (l;c; &nJ. s.r:) had ::;traif_ri.1t 

c~;::._,. irical sidec anl b2.;_:r~ bot torus , o.r.1 vt::re o.bou t 3/~ inch deep . T'nc 

oc::-.~.:- t \-ro '"ere less •rell defined o.n-1 vcre ohullo·.ter, auout 3/3 in·~hes deup. 

:=.)::-. :.roopers who had. :::~:.::.:.:!ted the search the uro..:-vious nif.hC are positive _ .....;,_...;..,;;..;.;_.;.... __ ~ _____ .....;. __________ ,... __ .;.;.;~~•s ••• c • _...._ , ,, 
4

...,.....,..._..,.. .. 

- .. a .... - ~"'.3r•"' "" .. -- """ durinr; t.he firr:t oearch . The holes, houcver, 
•• r w • ,.., , , ,.. ~ - ' * ••- ... -.-•• • s\1 ..._ " ' \ 

· ... ·~::-; .:; .. -'111, and a te::;-; ~:l.a at night twlng car h caJJ.i ghtz alone showed t hat. 

·under lo\·r- o.nb].c illumination, appearing as ju:. t 

a:~o-:.~ e .:- .;hado·.t among :::-.s..::_; . The trooper.:; , ho\vcvcr, in:;isted that they could 

-, ... -! .._, w .:.·;-;; o·.rcrlookcd t :-_::: ::ole::; if they h:}.d been there on Fricby night . 

·: :1 3 ..... ~urJ.ay 1:-::,:-:-.:..:::.;, Cro~;:.l.;:r went to see Ho.r tin, to find out it' fl~\l·tln 

.. - .... - ,.. · •h1" r r. .... ~ :. ~ :: • • - ·· ... .., ...:;) t.,.:. Crouder so..id that h~ \vas care:t'ul not 

-·"" -- .. Y v :J-
--.. --.., .; ,., ..... "··-··S c.-..,·a:. :..J::>'-~ what l!e ho.rl seen him:-elf . l·i:lrtin 1 s !.i t.o:cy : 

a::..i:y :-"'~d. been v i:;itlng n !;ick r<.!J.e.tlve in the ho:>pit~l 

in i.C ·::, s.:-i left t:lC!'e about U: 30. They a.:rrlvccl uo.ck 

ho.~3~ '1:: ~oout S : ~5 to 9 :00p.m. l!r ill to l.hc hou:-;c , an l l·lr • 

. :>o..:u outside the hou:;;c, in a. J)O:>itiou ''here he uu...> look iu~ nvl' t.h 

• 
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over his 11hea t field toward the road. He ::.nw a car ' ::; headlights co,nlt:c; 
• 

wh<:! ~ ·., .. h~ glm-1 of the headlights ltn s visible tro.vellin~ along route ?47 

t.c .... '= · ·cr-t ,. ·> • A;:; the car travelled "est, the lo.ret::! tree; alr.10st directly north 

uddenly was i l luminated by a brilliant ilhite l ight , ,.,hich also 

li;; .. , -~ ~ 

a l3.rge pine tr~e some seventy-five feet north of the road and from 

iewpoint just to the left of the lc.trt;c tree at the roadsl<.lc . 

'rn= .llumination was exceedingly bright, and appeared to rise , tro.vcllin~ 

rc:.r :. -J up the tree . ::: ·;;hen ,.tmt out • .._ ,.,ar:; puzzleu by this pheno:nenon, 

bu~ >~1en nothing fur!;L~=- happened he went into the hou..;e , He tlid net kno·.r ut 

th~- time that ::.3.t.i seen the light, nor <lid Crom.ler knmr that t::lrtiu 

. <'I - - oe . t r. ... .:.- n ~ • 

This testir:.cmy sce::~d t o be in conflict \fit story, for 

Cro·~· _e r hn<l said he sa·.· car-hca('Uichts turnin~ into the l•i"rtln drive~.;ay 

aft e r the brillie.~-c flash o:t' light ; could not. possible have 

s~~ :: ~:-:.e :;tune event. :-to..,Tever neither Jr~'-3.n would chaue;e his story in the 

sl::.._-. :.;s t when con fro~:.~d. iYith thi.s discrep~tncy . finally 

s:..:.: ; .. ~':.ed thn.t the hc::lili.;rlts might ho.ve turned int.o a house just west 

o:~ -..:~ !.:_t-:-3.::1Cc to r.i.:; :'e.- .. ~ , oo that 
I 

lo :~ :__ '~nly a~ou~ ~-~ : eet farther w~ot) for Th3.t 

-, ~- "' · - -o ·oe .,.l, .,. -- ~ --""-··- - -w "' v .. . - ~ -:.. -:: . t~r. livt.:d in the house in que::;tion, 

.. ' . .. E !:! _ l.:. • · - ... ~ ·• o m ' :. - .. - . . - his 1-:if(; , who was in 1..he north,.,rest bedroom 

( frc=. ·.; .:..:-: the SC(;ll..! of th3 sighting I·IO.G not vi::;ible ) sav lie;hts o:. fro:n 

a cc.::' .:; ": ~:.tUight::; turning into thc.;il~ drjvcvo.y . Ho~rcvcr, nobody knoc!\.ed. 

on t~e c: . ~ _r o.nd sh·~ a::>GUl'!ICd thnt :.;omeone h:-.td merely t urned t.trounc1 in th..:: 
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drivc::w3..Y. If tho.t were the cane , then the dinc:c-c.ra.ncy lc clca.rt!d up. Tnc 

occ ... pt .. :~:; of thut car may uell have scc..:n the phcno:.nenon an:.t turner\ a::o.y ; i!' 

t~ .... : ··.::e t:c6rOefi , "~ich is quite likely con:;iucrltag tua~ the •.iuite occupfluts 

:!... :.: .• ... n.::::::a are all a~counted for , then they 'wuld l·~ve r t:ason to rci'u.;c 

::_. :.~~ach bright ligh-.;s flashing on ft. lonely rofld; this region a sort 

c_· . _ r L ~uo.l hcadquar ters for the Ku Klux Klun, and thr::rc a.re frequent 

r~:: e :itacs for tltc entertaining purpo:.;e of "listr.u:lnc; to so:lll.! nim:;e:c--to.lk" 

r'rc.,. -:-ne gue:ot speaker or another. 

he .:e v only the unuuually ir:teww illwninntl0n of th~ tree:;; . Since he 

::;;:.; ::::-ow-lcr 1 s car eo.ir1g u.o~;n th~ r uad at the sa.1.1~ tim~ , it is not possibl c 

"Vhe illmn Lna tion frow the car· 1 ~ heudlit;h ts ; not only wo...U.d 

.. eo...::. ,...hts be too <li:~ , • --- -.. hey co'..tld l!Ot ho.v..! illmnir.:-a ted the J_Jine tree 

--c• 
- I; · • .-~ 11 back l'rom t~.: ---"' - ""' ...:. ""'" . Fin'1.lly, as t he CO.l' approachr::d th:; trcez, 

't.!i..: ::..::.t.tJti.nation s!1oul.:. :'!:-:re appeared to progre~s doifmo~~ud ln:::; tead of U!Na.rd. 

TESTS 

Two tcs ~s .. ·~=-= pcrfrJrmed by the inve:;tieo.to.r with the aid of 

'l'hc fi:=---. ::.::·;olved ma..\<ing a c rude i. pact tester ( cce dlo.~ram ) 

-'o-- - - ... .:. - - .,,...e 
... - ""'""" - o:' • 

S -... -. -----··!, r,o·;~ eo.::.ily c. 1/2-inch hole cv,tld be rr.ade in th~: 

r ,...._ ·-- ~ ..... .... ...., ______ .... .. !• _:}--.:...~ --~··~~) 
\ ..,~ ... _--- ~-- -...L. • 

...,. ·.., c ..t ..,.,... ,. .... -
- • · - ..LA.:•V-'-" ·-- -.;c:..;:.er consisted of u "c:.:i,,ht r.10unte~l on th~ end of 

a bo -:" , ~ .. ~ other eni of which wa.s hit.Jed to n :Jn.:lllcr double ~hickne:;:::; 

... :1 1thich a p~r3o:t could ::;t:lt1<l to hnld the: a~.iJr.t.r"' tn:J stea.J.y. 

neyc: .i .:.w ·,.;c.ight U 1/2- inch bole wa::; fa.; tcncd through the board, J>rOt.!'ltt..J.ing 
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dowm.ra1·d about 3/4 inch. A metaJ }Jlate 11as used to dintribute the 

By allo••inG the "'eiehtcd end of tht.! boo.rd to fall fror:l the 

• • 

'

.o ...... - -.,... o _.., .~ ___ ..; onto the pavement, the bolt could be driven into the surfuce 

·...r~~ ~ ::. reproducible ani kno1m impact . 

The wcieht resting on the bolt 11ith the board horizontal uas 

L-;-. 5 ;>our.J.!J , a.nd the dif ferenee in heieht th.rouch •rhich the vreight fell 

w~ ~ .:. ; inches . Our tests verc made near the four cxi8 ting holes , vTi th 

d 
. 

r. --. .~ ..... ,.) - of pcnetratio:l as folloHs : 

Test no. Penetration, in units of 1/32 inch 

l 13 ( ncar !IE hole) 

2 lj. 5 ( near SE hole ) 

3 15 ( ncar 0.'-J ;Jo hole) 

4 13 (ncar r;:·1 hole) 

Average = 13. 6/32 inch 

If it i s assu:r.ei that the dccelcro tion after i mpact was uniform, 

the:: -:.'ne average force f requ1.rcd to stop n weight vl ( thc.t has been 

a:!~ :-:'!:r::J:ted by gravi ~y do·..rn,rard through a c1.ictancc h) acting over the 

.. .,.~,--n __ ,...,. . , -

--o T":ornt~~.L...:,...-..... - ;..~- - --u-- --· -

f = vlh/d. 

·,;ill depend on the squo.rc of the otclocity, no the 

.:: .:.:-. Ob~cct ::-:~·..:::.::·ed. to produce a BiVen penetration "ill depend Oll 

th.:: .: ::_.:.:-3 :. ratio of ills impact velocity V to the it'l!>O.Ct velocity V0 in the 

te~~ :;:_-;_:lr.ion; V
0 

was 12 . 62 feet per second, by ca.lculation. H i ndicates 
0 

tr...: -.;e: ~: ...:!.ght, and \ol the vreieht associated •11 th vcloci ty V: 

\-1 = !~7 . 5 (V /l'd . 6 )~ per "ll~/3 11 , for 13/32" penetration. 
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Examination o.r the re::;ul t::; oi' the inrpac t te s c shor,..•ed si01:ifican t 

di:!'l'C!'C: -~s be:tveen the impact holes ['.nd the n01·the:o.::.t or:i.c;inal hole, which 

V::!.S t.~~ ~;.o.s t cleurly dclinca Gcd. The impa.c ~ hole:.. hatl chrtl]> edge:3 , nnc1 

s .... .: •• e • o:. ';he ed[:;es c.r.d in the valle o •• the hole a hacl bc2n oh~areJ. throu.eh : 

-... ..... . . ·r"" - .. - ..... no signs of sheared- tl1rour,h rocks i n the nor t1lCa::::t original holt: . 

r'..-:c ~ . :1 the north~n.::;t o:·igino.J. hoJ e vras a r.Lm of t~r vhich ha.d apparently 

00. ,: _ up as the hole ,.,.e.;; made ; the l mpac t hoJ cs , on the other hand, sno1m<l 

s!::::.:-_; edges 'ri't~h no si_sr.s of flo" of the tnr. The impJ.ct hole::; were fuJ.l 

of ;.,· __ ~e p011der f1·om .~r.a::;"!:.ered rock; noac vas seen in the orielnal hole~, 

al-c:.~oJ.~h 36 hours ho.d p~3sed before arrival of th~ inve;:;~.ign.tor , and 

fo-:-:gn natter had been o:o·..rn or push~d into th•.! holes. 

Th~ indications a?.l,ar.:ntly arc that the ori(;inal holes uerc rr'.!.de 

r ::1siderably lower --~:ocity than the il11pact holcn, ,.,h.i.ch meann in turn 

tnct "7.hc weight invol·•=~ !:-;.i to be laraer than 84 po1m<ls pc:e leg ( correctine 

for _:::pth of oricinll .ol2.::;) . In fact , if the velocity is guesseJ. at as 

eclv.s.:.. ~o l/2, l/4 an'J. l / 10 that of the i m_p'lc t tes t , then the weight ovt:r 

·.:.1".::! :-. :!'-..heas t 1nark ~..l s ·; b~ appro.xim:3. tely 84, 335, ljl~o and ts4oo pounds . 

;. 'j :: ::J velocity the e~·.:.::.:~ion bl·eak:; do·.-m , and becauce of the flo·..r ch'1.ractex·-

is:i~ : o .' "Ca::- the hi~::z::- ·.reights ( t;oinG with the Jo• . .;er v-::locities) shotLld 

.....,., ·· ~ -:. ... - ~ 1 do·_,,...,.,,. .. 
.., _ · "- -- -- - , ;... - tt • .;.,.c;:;._ - .. : leave a mor~ exact o.naly:;i::. to those better 

. . . ~ .. . t ..... - . .. - . --~ o-- .... :;, ~ - -t:.. a""",_ ........ , __ ., _v ...... n---- .. -.:::;.::> .,_s s • 
• 

I~e:vcrt:1~lcss the in<.lication.::; are tho.l c. 

• .,..~ .. ... .. __ ..., --- . . 
- - - . ... 1 f --- , . ...,_ .... "" s -::-:; ~:..~.! sloHly onto the objE.:cts ·v~hich m:1de th::: F.:lrk::; , 

ra c .. '=-: :. .:::.... a li~ht ·,.;e it;h t ( such az the end o l" a. pickc.xc) rr:o.kinc; a. hich-

v~loc _ :.:· :.:.~.9nc t with the roo.d. 

: n second. te::.t involved attempt;. to rcvroc.lucL! the burn-J;:ark on the 
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road. The first tG~t, 1wing kerosene , failed becaune the kerosene could 

not be l:L·t '\oTi th a match. A piece of burn:Lnc; paper finally started a f lr~ , 

af"t::r "Perhaps t'•enty seconds of burnine, and then the fire pro13rezsed in a 

nar::-.:n strip acro::;s the 1-retted patch of road, do',rnwind, until it reached 

t!-"e -:- -;;n~r cdc;e, where it Hent out . •rotal burning time was on the ordc:r of 

tc::-. :~.inuteJ . 

A quart of r,asoline was then ~pread over an area. similar to the 

ori;;:.:1a.l , and set afire uith a match. 'l'he first attempt to lig.'1t :i.t by 

d:::-o::-?ing a. burning m3:~~h :into the center faile;d, because th:)re was not 

eno·..z.:;:"l oxygen despite the brisk '-rinc1; the match -vras put out by the casoline . 

The second m::~:tch vras applj_ccl o. t ·the edge of the wetted area., rrhicb then 

bu:::-.s-: instantly into flame . The flame burned at essentially a constant 

:::-:;.7-c:: :~or about :fift y secona.s , and di ed ou·t at si..::ty-eir,ht secondG of 

ela:;.seJ. time . A heO.VJ blo.ck smoke '"::ts created., 1.;hich form~d a black 

se::..:.c i:::-cular area abo'.l.:. a foot in extent on the pavement do,mwind from the 

bu:::-:1::.:.~ patch; a si1!lilar , but much lighter and b3.rely visible , area "as 

t o ·=-~ s<::en ~!:Ill: of t he original patch, the dmrmrind dir ection for the night 

. . '- .. 
S:!..,S!lv~ng . 

-r::::: effect of 
. 

- Q "'··- gasoline f'ire on t he ro:1d •·ras far greater than 

. . 1 ' . d ( lth ' . h t d . ff . lt --:.-:"" <~!':!..5:1.na ou:::-::: s -:o•.;e a. ..ougn co.mpar~son wa!> somcv; a ~ · :t.cu. 

a.!!d failure to keep traff:Lr; off the evidence ) . 

-- .. " - ,-, *"' -- .... __ ........ fire m::2. ::;-:. i a ere at amount of tar, vhich formed. in to pools . -
No y.:-_ :.:"' ::.t o.1l o.re evld.cnt., in the ori~inol. The flovl o:f tar in the 

g:;sol.!.: = :-~st rc:;u.ltcd in disappearance o.f many stones under a. coating 

or :.!ir; c:.:!..l the ::;tones in the originnl patch rcmc!.ined v:L::;ible and "crc 
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free of soot o.t least at the time of the cotnpari::;on. The stones in the 

p.;.tch each had a slightly ru:L:"Jed rim of bright tn:r around tl1c 

eel~<;:.;; ;;,: if molten tar had bet!n blo>.rn up o.rounJ. the stone:.; ; the Gtone:.; 

.; ·- - - ~... 1 ' ne -·. ... __ ;_; ... so ~ te::;t, lf ~hey remained v i sible above the tar , sho' . .,red no 

:: _:::~ :-::tis0d.- rim effec':.s . The test area w.ts burned the most in the upvind 

c.::..:- _ :iolt, the poolinti of tar being ereatcs t the:t.·e ; the oricinal patch 

i;a.:; . ssent:Lally uniform OYI..!r all its area . 

There ucrc , ir. d ... ht:::: ,.,ords 1 noticeable dif!'~renc:es bcbreen the 

o-:-~z:: -:al l>atch and the :rzs~tlts of the burn-tcs t . It is po::sible to 

::.:::-.:::)ret the oriGinal p::!tch as being the re:::ult of a hi~h-teJnpcraturc 

blas ~ direc t:.cd do•:m\ro.rJ., playing over the surface o.f the roact for a short 

til:"~.;;, '.rhe ra:lzed rit'ls o:~ tar around the stone::; suggest that the tar became 

~-.::-t -.~r than the ~;ton;;: , c..-ine perhap3 to its black color ant:l the generally 

lif·!'!- color of the s~c. es . I n the gasoline te!:it the ston~:.; quickly 

bo-"--·~ -·n,. -.1..\...-. ""' t.; 

e ·-·~, --; 0 .... • .. .. ....,. __ .,_ J • 

coo.til t' · <.:> and ,.,ere black a s or blacker tho.r. the tur 

fire ven~ c-~: . The fire survived only a. fcr.-1 ~econd::; after 

of the ga . -..:.:.:-e ; the rapid eying out of the flamt:3 noted by 

C::-o·,;c. ~.:- :c .tld mean ~:. :: -, a much smaller quo.nti ty of flo.mmeo.ble fluid wac 

-~s-:-::. ( --~ ::. :-.oax vaz :..:- ·o.:::?.d.) or else that. the tar uas iGnl ted strictly 

' . 
0 ,.. :- .._ -

v - - • .::>:. 
• --·· its no foreign subzto.nccr> bein~~ involvecl. 
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Samples 

Sataples ·Here taken from thr ee areas ( ident.:ified by slips of paper 

:..ns:.de the packing i n the three plo.stic containers ) . t~aterial was taken 

::':-0.:1 the center of the burned patch, from the center of an area which u 

-::::-oo?er had bla ckened by applying a li.ghted flare to it, or fuse , und 

.:-.:-::..u an area well aioiay from any af .fected part of the road. The sampler. •·rere 

.: :::-apad up wit h the end of a tire-iron, which "'as painted black. 

An attempt \?es then made to get casts of the t~·ee holes .,.rhich l·rere 

r.Jt as vrell- de.fined as ·the northeast hole . Sgt . Raines poured plaster 

o:.' Paris into these holes vTith paper clips arranged to permit pulling out 

·c.:.1e plugs. It was antici pated that some difficulty might be encountered, 

so the best hole VTas l eft u n·touched. The southeast hole gave the most 

C.:..:'ficulty due to i~;s depth; finally the road had to be chipped co.ref'ully 

a·.:?-y from the cast , not , hmrever , without datmging the cast . All re-

c.y;~rable pieces are enclosed. Materi a l 1rhich adher ed to the casts vas 

l~:"'c on them. The other tvTO casts ,.,ere pull ed. out directly wit h only 

::-.i::o!" datll.3.ge . The3e casts are wrapped in cotton i n the empty cotton- box , 

·,.-:::c!l also contains ~he envelope with the m<ttches in it. In retro1::pect , 

o:~ -::o .A.:::-se , one can think of several more intelligent ways to obtain i mpr e::;-

5~~-2 0~ t he holes w~~hout damaging them, such as u sing modelling clay or 

----·· -' -··- . 
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Conclusions 

'rhin is a peculiar case, prir.ar lly bccoluGe of t..hc app:.:.rent L.f excellent 

:.~"!-·.-;:oili:;y ( in the senJe of tru-chf\tlncGZ) of ~~he principal witne::s::; . If 

-~ ·'. -... !:l.l,cs the descr:::o~:!.on of events us eivcn by the "'lLnc:;:.; at face value , 

"-':-: :: the phy :>ical evidence follows los.Lcolly f.coll': tlw po.;ition, appearance, 

a _ belKlVlor of th~ object . The object htl·i legr.: ; rrnrl~G ,.,ere lcrt on the 

t:?:"' '.lnd, The obje::t w·a.; large; the rra.rkr- could ha.ve b een wade by e~. heavy 

_ct nettling slo·.:., · onto the pcwe nent. The object departed "ith o. bluGL 

c.- very hic;h-temperc>:r.·~::-e .llat1.: t!1::1.t splash...:d off th~ road.Hay; the t~r 'Jt.t.G 

:. - :11 ted by the fla.~es .i: c.:.:l Lnu:edi:J. tezy a'•o.y ; th~ appcc.ro.J.1C~ of the burne:l 

~~a i ndicates a blest of heato 

On the othe.!" ::a::1l, if one considcrel only the physico.l e·.r ldence so 

r ':.' .,... --- available and so f?..r amlyze1, he woulcl be bound. to conclude th?..t a ho· ~;~ 

· .. ·:. "' highly probabj_:; . ~~e prcsenct of rratcheti su~gcsts th:1.t ga::;oline (but 

:1.:..:.: lcS!J than a q_-..:.::!.:--..) was used. to ignite a p::ttch on the rou.<l; a clever 

'l :-.:. en~rgetic enou.;:: f-~!"son coul d have na.de the holes in the pavem~nt • 

r-:- .. -··- .:.'act that t he ::-._:.!3 <Tere not discovered unt il the next day stro,tgl;y 

_ .. , --~-- s w .... '-"~ -.,)"' 

-. ~ .., - ..... - "" "" v •• -

that thc:r 

follcw i::~ 

. ·. : ~:::-ni ty of 

put there after the Gighti~ but before th~ ins pec-

-. . The irr er;uh.r but Gl!arp outlin~.; of the burn o..n:.l . ,, ·---
·?~n argue 0.1:tinst th~ idea th'J.t o. dm..rn~•n.r l jet pl:.ty~d 

• • 

~ _ .; • • : ;)b::;t- :r.?.:::-!:s G.:.ves .;lmilo.:::- cauGe f or <lonu:.. (o.lthou;:;h if thl..! hea·:.. 
-- ... • 

:~ _: .. ·r words , the :.tppcara.ncc of the phy::;t~.:o.1 tr:-~.c~:; car1 be u::;ecl to ac~~ue 
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IHCOMIHG IAESSAGE 

Pg 3 of 5 

KQ.. GR O ~- '.J VI SUAL fRQI,i AN AUTOMOB ILE AT A D I ST ANCE OF APffiOXIMATEL Y 

125 i 0 ;::. J Ft:ET . 
. . 

PAGE 3 f'· ~DAR B1220 UNU.AS 

<2 ) NO \ : 

(3) N/ A 

<1> 22 A:.. ll 1967/0200Z 

C, L C C;,- :Cl'·l OF OBSERVER: E~ ST FERREL L STREET <EXT ENJEO ) , SOUTH 

HtLL , VIP~ IN IA. APPROXIMATELY 400 FEET FROM THE MOO ILE 

C~EM ICAL C:l M PA NY WARE HOUSE . 

Fe. ID::hT lfYi iG I NFffiMAT l Ot~ 01 OBSER VER : 

(1) Cl '/1 _ .~' J... i.R AGE 54 , MA ILI NG ADDRESS 

, SOUTH HILL , VIRGI NIA , OCCUPAT 1 01~ 

~iO 5 ILE c- ::M, C;t. COM?A NY • EST I MAT E OF R EL I 

n I L I - - - - ' - I Y R El I ~ I:' Au 1 • 1.. -- :._ f. 'C;._ _ . 

G~ WEAi ..:::~ :.. . :-JS- ALCFT C./.1 11 I ONS AT T l lv£: AI'D 1-l.ACE OF 

S I GHT I NG : 

UNCLASSIFt ~D 
FOJt~ 

AFHO J4H f\ 0-3 09C 
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n.~ninz t the fact-uality of the story tolcl by Crm1cle r . Against that, ve 

i:X s~... ·.·h~igh the fact tha 

c~. n~ .· ne"' Ot>'- • .n~l. ., 1 

i s considered unquestionable by 

for exarnple, has knOim Croi-Tder for 

r ::.-·:m yeo.rs and ho.s the same hich opinion o£ hjn. 

At this ivriti !l£; , therefore, in the u.t>oence of any ad11.itionnl clue::; 

c~ ~he r~sults of cbe~cal a~lysis , the only conclusion tha t can be 

~·~· ... n is tho.t the witness probably did see souethine out of the ordinary, 

·:: :.: ~ that we cannot r~le out the poGsibillty th..lt a hoax \las perpetrated 

b:· .:;orne person or :p2rsons other than the principal vitnc~s . A pos::;ible 

}:._:.x is involved, bu~ eridence for it is not clto.r. 
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• 'l'HE SO.J1'H HILL CASE 

1:12;..,: evidence and insight into the UFO case that occurred on 
r.:;:;- i l 21, 1967, a t South Hill, Va . , uas obtained dm:ing a tHo- day 
-:.::-:=..p to that city on December 16-17 and from .folloH-up i nvestiGations • 
. r.. ::ozen of the principal::; in the c ase , including Clifford CroHder 
.:;;:> reported the sighting, Here intorvieHed . The intel'VieHs Here 
::- e =orded on t ape . 

This r eport has been prepared , ·Hithout char ee , f or use by the 
;..:.:- Force Project Blue Book and by the University of Color ado UFO 
S-:·1dy Group . No ot~cr use or release is intended by the <..uthor , . ---- ·- . - ·- - - ·--. .:.:.hou t specific 1·:r it ten pe:rmission . - - --

Even these t'.:'J 2f;encies are cautioned ac;ainst public us e or 
c:;en publication o: the f eH paragraphs mark~d i·J.ith a triple asterisk 
( -:-;:-:'~) Hhich c ontain candid quotations fror.1 the i ntervimts or a uthor 
c0nclusions . 

It is assu.111ed that tho reade1' is f .:uniliar Hith the aeneral 
c~tails of the South Hill c <we and has read the official case 
::-eport pr ·-r.Tred by Hil.li atrt T . Pm·rers of North\·ief . .rtern Uni v0rsity 
for the A i.r Force , dated Ho.y 10, 1967 . 

Thi s c ase sec~:.s co this author to b~ an cspccia~ly int c r cst­
ir.g one for· sev.;ral reasons : 

1 . It demor.s:,rat"!s that physical evidence Hhi.ch may upon 
superficial examina tion s eem to proTld~ evidence of 
e:xt!' <l- t cr:- -3strial visitations c an ac l:,ually deraonstrate 
quite a :liffc:·ent conclusion . 

2 . It sho:rs i":o~i fai l ure to repor t the ful l detri.ils of a 
UFO casa ~3..."1 rLi.slead the gt.!ner:d public into a f a l se 
c oncluGic-: a:-.d add to the illusion th:1t tho Earth ha:.> 
e:>nt:::rt.;..:-:-. .d a:xtra-tc·rrcst ... ·ial vis:i. tors . 

-. It ill'J.s~ :-::! .. ::;-; that lnatu.re adults H"i.th coed reputations 
in .:~. I;.:J:-"'~ <:-ity are r:ot n~~ c~s~.:J ·ciJy beyond attcnptine a ( 1:-:.~x-) 
s pu.!'iou.3 1.;70 ropor t , if only as a psychoJ.oeical expcrb.c nc . 
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The Evidence 

The credibility of Clifford CraHford ' s story that he s av1 a lRrt;e , 
ta:-t<- shaped object sitting on four legs on East Farrell St . shortly before 
9 p .~ . on the evening of April 21, 1967 , and that the object suddenly 
ct::_sa.9peared with a blinding flash that left the asphalt-macadam road afire , 
r~s :.s on the following : 

- . The burned spot on the road . According to some accounts , the rocks 
in the area wer e still warm to the touch when CroH'der and the local 
police returned to the area a few minutes later . 

2 . Four tiny holes , or 11 padprints , n measuring appro:;dmately ~ inch in 
diameter by ~ inch deep, vThich were found at the site the following 
morning but. not on the evening of the incident. 

::~ The statement. by Norman Hartin, who lives 600 feet south of East 
Farrell St . , that he saw bright illumination on tree s near the burned 
spot f or a br i ef i ntervJl at approxima tely the time that Crowder says 
t he incident occu~red . 

h. Hr. Crmvder'::; lone - standing reputation in the community. 

The Burned Spot 
0 

Crowder' s sto~• is t hat the brief but intens e burst of fire emitted • r.:.· the object when it t ook - off , or disappeared , set fire to the asphalt-
rr . .:;.::adarn road . On at. least fourteen occasions during tHo recorded inter-
-:..; =- ·_,s , Crmvder r e.:'e :-~ed to flame and fire on the road . F'or added confirma­
:. ::_~.:1 , upon returni~ t-o Hashington, I v1r ote him to ask if the r oad was 
r :;:-el:t· smoking or ::_:~ ne saw actual flame ; if so , hm-f hieh were the flames 
a.:.:: af!?ro:rimately :-.c-ti long they lasted . 

Cro·r~der repli-;:: : nThe road was flaming after the flash of light . At 
: : r st the flame ~~s ~~out 3 ft. high . When I pa ssed the flame was going 
o~:.j I hould guess 2-S i nch es h igh . When I first s aw the flash I stopped 
:;::; :c.!" a t once ••• I ·.;c. ·J.ld guess the time as 60 seconds or more from the time 
I =~·,: t:-:e flas h 1:> '3.:- ·::::- 3 I passed the burning pavement .'' 

::.:.-c:r inves+ . .-~;:;=-:~:- s have assumed that the asphalt was set afire . 
:=.,- .:-= ::_-LT \-riLL ~;:;:- SU!'PORT CCHDUSTION , accordine to Blake Cornthv1ai te, 
:-::.:._:.:. : _-_- s-:1g ire~ :- :: TI:e Asphalt Inst.itute in V/a shington D. C. Asphalt 
-:_- ~·~ :.a to b':r.:-~ :.: i ts tempBr ature is raised to J,OO- SOOF , but. whe n 
-::-: ~ ::-: .=::-nal s ourca o: he at is r emoved , THE ASPHALT HILL NOT CONTI NUE TO 
Bt?..: . =' .Lt. cooks o·ter and puts itself out, 11 according to Cornthwa ite . 

: t is true that fast - curing types of asphalt , which are diss olved in 
n~::·: ~a, m.:i ght briefly suppor t combustion for sever a 1 days after be ine l a id . 
B'J. -.. .; ::'.hin a week_, 90% of the naptha will have evaporated . And the road 
o~ E~3~ Farr ell St . was not freshly laid, even if fas t - curing asphalt were 
uaec!. 
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DEPI\iiJ,1J\atJ Or THE AJit FORCE 
STAFF MHSACE BUHCH 

l:1COMIHG MESSAGE 

• Pg L .. of 5 

K\':L )LF f"~·,:: -CAU.I , 6, 000 FEET-250/25 , 10, 000 FEET- 270/LIO, 

16 , 000 r:~; -280/40 , 20, 000 Ft:ET-2 70/30, 30, 000 FEET 280/LfO 
• 

50,000 F:.::7 - 300/ 50, 80, 000 FEET - 2 70/5 

CD 1 0 1 J~· - FEET EHOKEfJ 

• 

( ) •t"'' A -t , ,., n=.. 

I J a. "" \ -
i'~ l'ti.J 1\ t. 

~ELL , c.:• •. \IANJER 632 RADAR SQUADRO N. T !£ 

0 & J E ::i l~.=-T FOI.R St.1ALL i-D_[3 IN THE STREET APFROXIMAT EL Y 9 112 

FEET A? '~ T =- :.~ '.' lNG A SQ::-=:: . HCLES \':ERE APPROXU-'~TL Y 3/4 OF 

I I I • ,.. I - I -- -R I D 0 c A 't ..... .... '., ~ :.. 1:. f.. · ._ .. C i 0 E E P It J T H: P A VE ~IE NT • 

0 B J ~ Ci _: ~ : ... q:-.T SPC: ~=>nOX IMATL Y 4 FEET LO I-.G AID 2 112 

FEET V, IJ : ... - -.:: T t..R A ~u :? .. ~ 'tC:R Sf R Ef.T . ObSERVER SA 10 

TilE SPOT SO '.i 1. ,.£0 TO Bl.Ri\ Fffi A COUPlE OF MltlUTES AFT ER THE 

0 o J E CT U:f'; T 1E GROuril . l '/.0 SOUTH HILL PQ I CEt!EN \'JERE COt-..1 -

t O"tA 

AFHO UNCLASSifiED 0 -309C 
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TIIIS Mli'J\NS THAT Tim BURNED SPOT ON THE ROAD HAS PROilJCED BY SCHE 
TYPE OF FLANHABLE LIQUID OR }VI.TEIUAL . This , conceivably, could have 
been deposited by the 11 object11 , by Crmvder himself , or by others . 

If the f lammable material was deposit ed by the 11 object ," the n it 
'I.IS.S ignited by the"object" i n the process of take- off . If deposit ed 
b~ :::-o1-tder or other s , it would ha ve had to be i gnited by more conventional 
- :..- ns . ·- - . 

The Charre d Hatches 

Some time after Crowder broueht the local police to the si tc , he 
clr:::J·.re home to t ell his family of the i ncident . Hhile CroHder wa::> absent , 
J:c-:::.ice officer B. O. Murphy discovered thr ee comple t e l y charred paper matches 
-., :_J,._,hin the burned s pot on the road, 11 app!·oximately 6 inche s inside the 
n:-:-theast side , " accordine to ~1urphy1 s vrritten report . State Tr ooper 
~~:es A. Crawford , who also was present at tne t ime , found a fourth paper 
r.::.~ch in the burned area, also completely cha r red . Murphy said the three 
r.:::.tches he found were ~~o close together " they could have been cover ed ,.fith 
a half dollar , 11 according to hj_s reporto 

TilE FACT THAT ALL FCYJR HATCHES HERE COMPLETELY CHARRED INDICATES 
TE.!.T THEY \·lERE ON THE ROA D AT THE TIME OF THE FIRE. 

The discover~; c.:: these charred matches produced an interestinG r eacti.on, 
b~.:t not a surprisir>..g one , among those present . (Recall that Cror,.rder ,.,as 
a~ home at the t ime . ) 

Trooper CraHford decided not to bother to report the incident (CroHder ' s 
U~ r eport) to his L~ediate superior , Sgt . SoH . Raines , head of the local 
c:.:ice , "because I cidn' t think ther e Has anything to it . Tha t ' s my opinion 
~:e::- ·we found the :-'!~tches ,'' Crawford told me . 

I asked Troope::-
• • SUSpJ.CJ.OUS . • • •. =­.. -

CraVJford 
replied : 

if any of the other officers present also 
" I think everyone '1-Tas ••• aft er we found the 

7he law enforc~~~~t officer s were not the only ones wh ose ~lspicions 
,. co. :- ~ :.::-:J.;;ed . Roc ;) r 7. L . Harr is , part-time report er / photogr apher for the 
~:. -~:- cr::. !Jews-Lead-::- , ·..;ho was preBent when l11nrphy and Crawford found the 
:-. ·-,.:-:.-::5) respond~c :.:1 this Hay when I asked whether the matches had aroused 
s .:~:.:_ :: !'1.3 of a ho;.:c : " In my mind it did, because I hesitated until 2 a .m. 
b~.:~:- ;; I mailed my film into the neHspaper . I just vrent and put my c amer a 
a•..ra.. • a.::::i said (hera Harr i s hesitated) well , you know, Crmrder is a h iehly 
thc·:..,:;:-.t - of , upstanding ma.'i . I think he ' s a man of integrity, personal l y . 
I 1 .,= k::'l:>'fffi him ••• I lived i n his horne in an apartment when my vrife and I were 
fir ~v ~arried ••• I 1 m sure y ou' ve found Crowder is well thoueht of . But , I said, 
well , l:e re ' s the matches , y ou knm·r, I said , ·Hell, I've wast ed my film . I 
don1 t. even th ink I ' ll send i t to the newspaper." 

• 
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Then even~s took a strange t,,fist . 11arrj.s dincussed his suspicions 
with Barry Nanrzy , publisher of The South Hill Ent:,erpri~ , a '"eckly neHs ­
paper , rrho also had come to the scene . 11 He beean to talk," HnrrjG sajd, 
nand betrreen the tHo of us we decided that , ah , Crmvdcr had seen us take 
these pictures and would expect to see something in the paper , you knoH . 
c nd vie knew that he had seen something -- we didn' t know '"hat it was - ­
an: so we decided to eo ahead . So , at 2 a .m., I put my fiJlll on the bus 
';.:) :1ichmond. " The incident appeared in a feat..ure story in the Richmond -: ~ -,..s Leader and ·,;as quickly picked up by the wire services and given 
::atiot\al coverabe . 

The one person intervimo~ed -vrho atternt}ed to minimize the sienificance 
-:f tne charred matches was Crowder n:Unse ' . Late in the i ntervie'"' , he 
casually mentioned -vhe matches : 11 Nmo~ another thing they did find , I think, 
~n that s~ne spot , they found some matches , either one ma~ch or vho matches, 
~he charred remains . But you see there were so many people the r e smoking 
; igarettes that night ••• that -vras when the State Pob.ce got into it , you see , 
-:hat is when they found , they claimed, these matche s - - it Has either two 
or three burned match sticks , these paper T(latches around the site . 11 

"But to me t ha7.- didn't mean a thin~~ on God's earth, you knoVT, so far 
as somebody startir;;, o. fire was concerned . As many people as there 'tter e 
around there smoki:-.e cigare ttes and dropping matche:; 1 don't you see .:,11 

Later, I asked officer Murphy ( who found the three matches) Hhethcr 
~~ey could have b:e~ dropped by visitors at the scene after lightine ciEar­
e t t es . He r eplied positively : nNo, no .•• no . They had to have been there 
(bef ore) .. It 1-r"Ollld ::a -..re b een impossible for someone to have lit a cigar-
-:"':.te and the ma:.c;::s to have been burned like that . 11 Harris agreed : 
i - • .,nen we picked :.:s:-1 up they just crumbled to ashes . u 

It is simply L~?ossible that the charred matches or partially burned 
~~tches jus t hap?~~~d to b e clustered together on the precise spot that 
~~~ UFO chose to ~~~d, and that they could have r emained so clustered 
~espite the land~~~ ~~d take- off (or explosion) of such an object ~ 

It s e P.ms aJ'1 .:. r;terest ing coincidence that Crol-1der himself smokes 
~~c ne uses book ' :are~) matches to light his ci~arettes . 

The Four "Padprint~'' 

;. __ ::: J'.!5h th: :::~~~icers did discover the small, charred matches on t he 
::_;- : : ..:..!'~eti asp::~:. -:.:2-c adarn r oad on the night of April 21, they did not. 
c::. . _ :-··e!' even on~ of the four holes within s ix feet of the burned spot ~ 
T.;_s "aises the question of whether these "pRdprintsn were indeed there 
c~ t~ e night of April 21, or whether they were created in the pre-dawn 
ho~~ of Apr il 22 . 

:: only one of the four holes had b een discovered thnt night , it is 
p::- .:>~a'::>le that all four would have been found , so there l.rer e four 11 opportun­
i- :!: 9 11 for discovery .. Trooper Crawford told me that he and Murphy made a 
c~~o~ul search, bending down low over the road, using a 6---cell flaohlight . 
Crawford finds it hard to believe that the holes could have been overlookedo 

• 

' 
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Sgt . Raines , who heads the local Virgi nia State Police office, 

acknowleclees th.:tt Trooper Crawford 11 is a right thorough fellow , .:tnd 
ordinarily I ' d say that when he says the holes weren' t there , they weren't 
there ." But Raines, lvho is a member of the same church as Cror,Jder , says 
he is sure that the holeD were ~ there that night . 

He explains that the r eason they \vere not found is that CroHder had 
described the UFO' s legs as being 5-6 inches in diameter and so the officers 
r:aturally were looking for large indentations on the r oad , not tiny holes . 
Raines adds that the next morning when he vias told of the four holes and 
went to the site , he still had t r ouble finding them in broad daylight . 

But trooper Cralvford says that when he heard about the holes the 
next day and r eturned to the site at night to see if he could spot them 
in the darkness, he said he did find them "without being shown where they 
wera ." 

If the holes wer e there on Friday nieht , it would neither confirm nor 
deny the possibility of a hoax . But if the holes were NOT there Frida~ 
night, then the case is clearly a hoax , for this would mean that they 
were added some time after midnight ( 1-rhen the officers left for the night) 
and the f ollowing morning w 

If the 11padprintis 11 were added in t he pre-dawn hours of April 22 , 
it seems safe to conclude that this rTaS done to provide additional evi­
dence t o support the original story and t o counteract suspicions raised 
by the discover.r of the charred matches . As of midnight 1 only: a handful 
of peol?l e knew o: thfl discovery of the charred match~s . Clifford Crowder 
was one of this handful. 

So far as is kno~m, Crowder was the first man to r eturn to the area 
the next morning, at approximately 1 a .m., while on his way to work . 
Although CroHder took t ime to stop and talk with Norman Hartin about events 
of the previous night , Crowder insists that he did not stop at the site 
~tself for even a b~icf inspection. It is SUE£risine that Crowder would 
r.o ~ show more c~ioait~, especially since he was so early for work on 
a Saturday morn:.:;g and is the 1nanager of the fertilizer warehouse . 

3ut as a res~lt ,Crowder was not the first to discover the four sma]J 
:::: e3. Certair2 y h<.:! r1ould have found them if he had stopped to inspect 
:~~ s i~e . No~ 1s i~ known who was the first to discover the holes . None 
~= ~ ~e dozen ps~s~~s interviewed claimed this honor, nor did they know 
·::.:: ::ad first e no\.t~d them . -

5g t . Raines s c;.:l-d he rTas sitting i n Crov1der' s office , only 1 , 000 ft . 
;:;-.;a; from the site , \vhen he received \-rord about the four holes . Raines 
3~;~-s he promptly left to visit the site and see the holes . But again, 
C !' ~l'ider showed a ~urprising lack of curiosi t;y: abo.ut this :i..mportan~. new 
c.:..s ::: -:vel?l . He told me that it was not until an hour or two later, 1-1hen 
~B creve home f or l unch, that he stopped to see the newly discover ed holes. 
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During the first in~ervicw with CroHder , he t>poke of "ashcs11 that 
had been found on the burned spot that night . (Apparently this vTas a 
r e ference to residue from "fusee11 flares which the officers had used in 
ar. experiment to try to ign:ij.e the macadam road . ) i·n1en asked if the 
ashes had been anazyzcd, Crov1der explained that they had been washed away 
b.;-.:ause it " poured dmm rain that night. after this happened ••• came a good 
h:.:-d shar~er of rain sometime duri.ng the night ." 

-... _ 
._.;_; ) 

:i:f it had indeed rained between midnight and daylight the followine 
and if the fou.r holea had been there the night before , there should 
been some r ainwater i n the holes when they ·Her e discovered Saturday 

I asked Sgt . Raines :Lf he had found anything in the hole:J "\·then he 
~-=-ivcd at the site around 10-11 a .m. He r eplied : 11There Has nothing 
_:: t~em . n Any ,.,ater? 11 No sir , 11 he responded . vlhen I e:>..-plained that 
8~~r1der had said that it rained that night , Raines responded heatedly : 
•·::lLff 1 s not sure a':>out that , is he 7 That's an opinion . There wasn' t 
C. ":7'f r ain . There was:11 t any rai~ . " ' 

liad it rained? ?.obert Harris , 11ho said he r emained at the site 
'1.4.-:til shortly after nidnight. and vTho put his film on the 2 a .m. bus for 
:\:.chmond, did not r er.er..ber any rain. Nor did others , except for George 
U-:. ley of r adio s tatio:1 HJV/S . Utley had worked until around 1 a .m., he 
:-ecalled, and he r eme:ibered a little r ain at the time he left for home . 
: -..·eryone seemed to ~ecall that Saturday morning had been bright and sunny. 

Upon returnir~G to Hashineton , I che cked the \·leather Bureau. They 
t~ld me that their s :.:r~ion at Raleigh , N.c . , approximately 60 miles to 
~~~ south of Sout~ ~~12.. , had r eported traces of precipitation from 3-5 a .m. 
~- :lowed by severa: :.~1redths of an inch starting around 5 a .m. Richmond, 
c.J~~t 70 miles to vne north , had reported a trace of r ain at 3 - 4 a .m., 
f=llo~ed by severa~ ~undredths of nn inch startine at 4 a . m. 

This sugges:.s .:::::.t Crm-1der vras awake in the very early morning hours 
r..·: .!.;J:-il 22 since ~~ ·~·as the only one to r ecall the "hard shower . n 

Norman Nartin' s Role 

··.::-. & Hrs . ~c:-:-.a~ :·tart in, who live approximately 600 ft . south of 
!: .:..:·~ ::-;::-ell St o > • . .;~re 7isi tin~ Hr . Nartin' s mother in the local hospital 
: :- -·-:.~ ?-;:ning o:..~ ;..::;~il 21. Mr . Hartin says they over-stayed the normal 
~ 

:. : :-:.: :J:.~ visi 'ti -:: hJ·.:.rs by perhaps 10 minutes, which would mean they 
c -:--.:.:- ~ · -che hoS;Ji~c.2. room at about 8 :40 porn. 

Allowin~ 5 minutes for the Martins to walk to their car, and anothe r 
5 r.i.::--tes to drive home , they should have arrived at their driveHay and 
t~~~~ south from Eas t Farrell St. at approx)matcly 8 :50p .m. 

~,·orking backward for CroHder , he arrived at th0 l ocal police station 
a f e-,., ::vments after 9 p .. m. Allowing 5 minutes for him to drive to the 
st~:.ion from the site , and a minute or two for the time he nays he waited 
f or th~ flames to die down, this \-Tould place the time of the incident at 
somewhere between 8 :50 and 8 : 55 p~rnv 

• 
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Thus the Mc.1rtins Here arrivinG home from the hospital at. r ouehly 
the same ti.me as the incident Hould have occurred, according to CroHdcr' s 
account , 

And CroHder says he sa-vr the headli__ehts of a car h cadinc cast just 
a:-.er the intense flash or light set fire to thr~ road a nd that the car 
t~~=d south, s eemingly into t he Narti.n dr i veway. (See Pm-1er s report , p . 5.) 

I? THtS CAR \VAS IliDEED THE HART INS , \'lHY DID THEY NOI' SEE THE FLAHES 
C: :-:-1E ROAD ·1 T".riEIR CAR HOULD HAVE Bi::EN ONLY 400 FEE'l' A\'/AY AT 'l'HE 'l'J :11!: . -

• 

AND \-THY DIDN1 T THE HAR'l'TNS SEE TilE HEADLIGriT'S OF CROHDER 1 S C.AR? 

To r esolve this hard-to- ansHer question and to explain the apparent 
c:..:U'lict of Hr. Nartin' s stateme nt that he saw an intense flash of light 
::: t he trees near tha site Hhile standing in his backyard, Powers and 
c:.'"1ar s have concluded that the car that Crowder s aH was NOT the Hartins . 

' 
Instead, the 11 J.j·stery car11 tha t Crowder sa~-1 is assumed to have t urned 

s -:·.1t h into the dri -re of the C , A. King r esidence , approximately 200 f eet 
...,·:::s t of the Hartin drive~.;ay. It is r easoned that Crowder could easily 
h .:. ·;e err ed i n t hinking the car t urned into the Hart i n dri v e when in f act, 
t !':e "mys t.ery car" me r ely turned around in the King drive and headed b ack 
toifard South Hill. 

Povrers wrote :. :-: '-:.:.s repor t : "That tw·ned out to be the case . 1'1r . King , 
who l ived i n the house in question, said that at about nine p .m. his wife , 
·..-:-.o was in t he nor"t.!:;.;est bedroom (from l-Thich the scene of the sighting was 
n~ :. v isible) saw lig~t-s as from a car ' s headlights turning i nto their drive ­
-~·:..-.:- . However , nobo~:- k:10cked on the door and she assumed that someone had 
::1e:-ely turned aroi..L'""!C. i n the drive\'Tay . If t hat were t he c ase , then the 
c::.:.:repancy is cleE.:'ed v.p . " 

Tnere are se·;e :-~1 f l aws in this hypothesis . I f a "mystery car" had 
r.~ :-ely turned into :.::e U - shaped drive west of the Kine house to turn 
.=.:-:;_-.d. , Cr O'..Tder s:-::.·.:.::..:. have s een the headlights or t ail - l i ghts emerge 
ii1 c: :-.a"t.ter of sac::.::.:.s and 1-rould then not have mistaken t he car for the 

:-·.:.:~!1ernore, : . .'&~:-e are no windows on the Hest side of the m.a.in house 
(:: ::-:--:. ;;.:.:-tion) , s" -vnat. anyone in the nort h1·1est portion could not have 
r::..: - -.? :if.hts f.:-c:-. a. car a roaching from the west , unleas they were 
., -- ·--- ... ·- .. """ ""'- ...... ..,- "'·~ndow - -- . --· -v ""' •~ ..l .. \..." .... v ..,. • 

?::--.:illy, in an i nterview Hith 1-'!rs . C .A. Kine , she flatl;: dcn1.c~ 
. ;.;.:-;, a c:r could have turned around in the yard t hat evening'. Here 

a..:-e :: ~ r O\om words : 

·~:y daughter was i n the front part of the house ( f acing East Farrell 
Sto , :~~aning and I was i n t ho kitchen (back) and she said, 1 l1omma, I thought 
I saw ~ights f lash and I thought a car is in the back • •• I 1 m sure it wan a 
car p..A.lled in. ' But it wasn ' t, b ecauoe we u ent out into t he back and 
t here wasn' t a nyone there~ 
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Thinking perhaps that I had misunderstood, I asked : "So do you think 
it was a car that turned i n ?u 

Hrs . King r eplied emphatically : " No , no, it waon' t a car , because vte 
went out and looked and there >vTas n' t a car anJ'i-There because it wouldn ' t 
ha.v.:: had time to get out of sight ••• This is exactly the same thing I tol d 
t h.:.s other man ( ?) who came by a nd wanted an interview ." (The Kine house 
s.; t.s on a slight rise and this gives a clear vie\<~ of t r affic heading to/ 

South Hill.) 

Befo:-e departing , I again asked : "You arc quite sure then that there 
;.;c. .:; no car that pulled into y our driveway?" Hrs . King r esponded : "No, 
b-=cause my daughter and I both -vrent out ont.o the back por ch and she went 
c_ec:.Jl out into the yard and there wasn' t a car goine or corning ." 

Illus trat ing t he power of suggestion and the irn;>ac t of this i ncident. 
c:-- some of the local residents , Hrs . King said that just befor e her 
C.a.:.:ghter came in f r o..-. the front of t he hous~ to r eport seeing a lieht, , 
H.:-s . King herself had seen tt a light f lash ing in the back l.Jindmo~. u (This 
"·;:;·_ld be f rom the south , f r om the dir ection of Hartin' s house . ) 11rs . King 
c::i:l.'3d that at the sa':le :noment , ni heard some thing sound exactly like a 
t:.=:~ny baby, like a.1 infant crying . Now my daughter had tHo children but 
tr.ey were both f ast asleep .u (Note : This is believed to be the first 
r~?ort of a UFO that made sounds like "' crying b aby'. ) 

Despit e this e·vidence that the re was in fact no "mystery car," and 
t..:.at the car that Crowder said he saw lvas in f act Harlin' s car , it is 
;>cs sible t o r esolve nost of the apparent conflicts betHeen the accounts 
o:.~ Cr owder and Harlin , as 'Hill be explained shortly .. 

On at least se-.;eral occasions , -vrhen Crowder has descr ibed his visit 
to ~-~art in on the Mo:--:-.ing of April 22 , Crowder has empha3ized that he did 
~:-: C.escribe the U?J e~counter to Hartin before Hartin volunt eered that. he 
~.~-:. see:1 a brief ir:vense flas h of light w 

::a:-tin does r.ot. co.:-roborate this . Her e are Hartin' s own vrords : "He 
c.r ::. --:- :::--ri:t here the n::x--c morning •• .'vle' d just eotten up, I'd say be tween 7 
~~~ : ~ clock . Tne ~ ~e asked me did I see anything unusual around here . 

-"' ·.-: ~=--· -.:-.~:-e' s noth:..!"_; U.."'nsual f or me . (Hartin, a homespun hwnor ist , laughed . ) 
1-.':.-:... _ - : ::. him no. : di d.n' t sec anythinr~ unusual. And he eot to t elli1'tg me 
.::.C.::·:. -~_s thine 1 ~::c. I said , ' Well , Cliff , I ' ll tell you, being as you 
ne:::. :. ::--=d it, I sa..,. a terrible light up ther e l ast night'"· 

'-'- --'" . la ' d· •• c._ .. 1n exp · 1ne • 
I c~~·j t hink they was 

"After he brought this up, it made me think that 
car lights there ( that he saw. )" 

·,::-:ich man is t elling the truth? In the first of t'~<To inter vie,-ts vrith 
CrmrC.!;!;- he had volunteered the follovring comment about 1·~ru·tin : '~lell, t o 
t ell you the truth , Martin is not considere d a very r e liable citizen ••• 
h~ ' s just a very or dinazy s hare - cropper farmer ••• he ' s not considered a 
very substantial citizen .... 

• 

.; ...._ . - ·~ . ..,~ ., . .. . \ . ' . . } .. .. 
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Later , when I asked Hnrtin about, Crm·Ider' s reputution, Hartin replied : 
" If 1-lr . Crowder •.• (chuckles) I can ' t r-ay the man is not t el l int: the t-ruth 
b ecau3c I don' 1:, kno~T of z.ny one to have any dcaline tJ Hith him to say he 
"~-lould lie . But if he sm: anything , then I SaiV_ the, l i fjlt from it ." 

On several other occasions , l·rartin leaned OVlU' back\·rard 
C· -. . ' cl J.ims to those of Crm-1der . For example : "Like I say, 
··, :-. .:.~ it Has . If he (CroHder) saH the real object then I sm-1 

to hedge his 
I don't know 
the lieht 

:-_. :n ~"'- II 
- · -· .J.. V • 

Hartin e.xp l c.incd that after arriving home from the hospital , his 
-...·:..fe had gone ins i de vrhile he v1alked into the back y ard . It was then , he 
:;.a.id, that "I sa-..: this e;larc go off there . It v1as actually quicker than 
c. car light, but I j u:;;t took it for granted it 1-ras s or;,ebo~ headed *'~0~ 
<.::at house and man:: tirr.e::; I ' ve seen them dm-m ther e come out un:i the car 
,; .)Uld shine on the trees there . Hell I didn ' t too much attention to 

- I 

' 
Hartin volunteer ed an inter esting comment about the rem::.trkable similar­

::.. :.y b etHeen the UFO, as described by Crowder , and the l arge aluminum tank 
-.:. sed by Crowder to s tore liquid fertilizer vlhich sits just outside his 
:)ff .ice windoH. " I was thinking some time after this happened, you know, 
l~ . Crowder's liquid nitrogen tank is sitting there r ight in front of his 
c..:'fj.ce, and I wondered , if he had set there so lone and looked at that big 
:.~.nk sitting there . • • -,.-~en he comes out he sees a tank sitting in the r oad Q" 

(Approximately c. mile away from CroHder' s office is a large steel 
;.; :.ter tank that s i -u::: 0 :1 four " legs" . It also is re adily visible vthen one 
c...- : ves to and fro~-; !'is offj ce alone East Farrell St .. ) 

Although Har~ . .;_~ says the lieht he saw 1-1as so brightly illuminating 
:.:::~ oak tree ne a.:- :,~-3 burned spot that he " could have shot a sparrow 
s:.:. -uir.g in the trs7," his reactions at the time and his other statements 
:.:~ :cate that the :.~~icent did not strike him as extrordinary at the t ime o 
::~ e)~~ple , he c:.: ~ot take the trouble to walk 600 feet north to Ec.st 
f :..!':-:? l.l St . to i r..-~ · ~igate that night .. Nor did he stay outs ide long enough 
J c-: :.:-:e polica to --=-~ ive at the site .. 

A Trial HD?othesis 

- ·..::r:i;,: r;-c::- : o the ouesti on of hm·T ~ was possible for Crm-rd_c~ 
-v - - ~.:! ;:c.rt:.r. ~;:..:- ·.-;h ile ne i t he r Hr . nor ?·;rs. Hartin sm-1 the burnlnc 
-:~-- : : .:- the hcad::.i;~ht:.. o.f Crm·Tder ' s car , th i s question i s r eacUly 
~es:_,·fd ll' Cror;der' s car was not on East Farrell St . and IF his car 
lig~-.:. s ·,;ere tur n..- c off 2 a nd if the road l-tao not yet afire '. 

::e : erring to Hap //2 , IF CroHder ' s car had been p arked in the drivE: ­
wc.;: :--:: :.he then-vacant house (n<Ttl occupied by i..l family named Johnson) , 
a:::i i .:' Cr owder' s car lights vrere turned off , he could easily see the 
M~v:n car coming down East Farrell St ~ and s ee it turn into the Mart in 
drive-;..ray .. 

IF the incident is a hoD.X in rrhich Crowder is the perpetrator, he 

• 
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would park his car while he poured flwun:=iblc fluid on the road and lit it . 
It would be risky to park on East Farrell St . with the car lieht::; on , fo::::­
this would illuminate his activities and he might be seen by someone in the 
King house or· t he Pmvell house . Yet to park there without l ic:;hts would risk 
a collis i on if another car sudcte nly came along . 

It would be loe;ical in::; toad for Crm-tder to park i n the drivc;.,ray of the 
11 Jor-11son house , 11 knm.,.ing that it Has then unoccupied , for he could then 
:.~n off the car lie;ht.s . (Note that Crovrder says he stopped his car roughly 
::::: oosi te this same drivt!t-ray \-Then the i ntense flash of light occurred . ) 

IF t his hypothesis is correct, CroHder Hould be very alert to any 
approaching car ~nile carryine out his mission , so he could quickly take 
cover . If t he Martin car c ame over t he rise near the King house \lhile he 
·,;as pouri ng the flant-nable liquid on the road, Cr01vder certainly -v10uld take 
cover and probably ·,10uld not r esume his activi tics until he saH the Hartin 
-;ar arrive home , its lights go out and then he uould assume that both Hr . &. 
Y~Ts . Hartin (i . e . the car' s occupants) had all gone inside . 

' 
After lightint; the fluid , he l·rould return to his car and wait for the 

flames to die do-..m. Then, turning on his car ligh tis h e vTOuld turn -vrest 
( l eft) onto East Farrell St . and drive to the pol ice s t.ation . As Crovtder' s 
car turned onto EasT. Farrell St ., his car lights should illuminate the oak 
and pine trees near tile burned spot and i t would be this illumination that 
Hartin r eported seeing . 

Because of a c~Jp-off in elevation and the i ntervening wheat field, 
Martin would not ce able to see CroHder• s car - - only the illumination 
:rom its h eadligh Ls . ( Thi.s ,.,.as checked by pl acing a car at the site and 
:.:-ying to see i~ :"'::- :;,:-:\ Hartin's backyard . ) 

Since the ".7 :::-.:-.son house" vras then unoccupidd , l1artin ,.,.ould not 
ex::>ect the re t o ·oe a.'ly cars coming out of i ts driveHay . Recall Hartin' s 
:-r:.atement : n ••• ;;a:-.y times I've seen them dOim there come out and the car 
· .... :nld shine on t~~ t :-ees there. Vlell, I didn' t pay too much attention to 
:.. "'"J, '' Certainly i-:. did not seem sufficiently unusual to prompt Hartin to 
·,:.:.J.k 600 f eet no:-:.:-; to East Farrell St . to investigate~ 

':':tis trial r :.-::-ot!lesis seems to fit quite vrell .. But vrhat of the 
::-::.:::- ?03Sibili-::,· .. -vhat Crowder was mer ely the v ictim of a hoax, not its 
~~=-~e : :-ator? 

• 

::-:nediate:!..: 7 C....::.e ::::- the incident , Cr0'11der said that he had s een a tank­
::.~~~~ ~bjec~ s~·:~~~ on legs . He described it as being metallic and he 
:.~ ::. :: -~ thaT. it ::-=.:lected light from the car headlights . 

2t!t more recently , and later i n my intervi01-1, CroTttder says that he 
·:::-::..:..e-;es the object "was a gas-filled flanunable bw.g 11 which was desi gned 
:.c d:.sintegrate when illuminated by car headlights . On severa l occasions 
~,. .::'-.:.d that h e no;.,. believes the objec t was " some psychological experiment 
t!:z.t one of the branches of t he armed forces is fooling with . " 

'fhe uestion arises as to h OH f,O Od are C ro;.;der 1 S eo-:vers of observation? 
Prier to driving to South IIi 1 I had prepared eight 35 mm u slj.des which 
were designed to test his powers of observation • 

• 
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CT,E D BY T '" :: 03SER VER AND RETlRI\£0 TO THE SPOT WI-£RE Tl-£ OSJECT 

VIAS SIG ,~:_ APffiOX IMAT EL Y 5 H II~UT ES AFTER IT 0 I SAPPEAREO . 0~£ 

OF THC: P~ _JCEMEN, OFF I CER B. O. Ml.RPHYW AS CONTACTED Af\0 HE 

CONFIR M::: '.\Y ESTI MATE OFREL IAI3 1L IT Y OF THE OBSERVER . OFF I CER 
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AS 'Ji#dl.E TO GI VE A Y OTHCR DETA ILS EXCEPT HE ST AT ED 

T~AT i£ r C..:\0 3 PAPER MAT CHC:S AtD TilE OTHER OFF I CER FOUN:l 01\£ 

I I~ THE: C~ •,-; ffi 0 F T f-£ Bl.R I~T SPOT ON T r[ ROAD . OFF I CER MLR PHY 

ST;.i ~u t.L'- FOLR MATCI-£S WERE BlRNT TO A ffi ISP. ~1 1T H THE EX-

CEPT I 0 N 0 F THE Bt,R NT MAT CH::S THE REPCR T SE0'£0 T 0 BE RELI ABLE , 

hJ ,', EV~~ , f HE Bl.R NT MAT Crt S COtiD PO I NT T 0 A POSS I fi. E HOAX. 
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The slides , in color, vie:ce t o.l.;:en of on unfa.rnili ar ob~ect or an ur~usual 
asscmblaee of objects at nieht against a do.rk~n~d sky . The object Has 
illuminnC.ed by t\·!O photoflood lamps , one on ei ihr.:r side of the cor.~"'ra , to 
crudel y simulate the i1lwnination from bio auto be.:.1dlj r.;JJts . One eb ,j ~;;c t , for 
e::=:.;;.ple , Has <m ancient l-rarrior1 s helrr.ct from Afghoni&ton ; o.nother Has an 
Old Spice aftc1·-shc.vc lot.ion bot t.le pla ccd a. top a plc:.stic doucht.nu.t . . Still 
a :-.:J".:.her i·las a hiehly polished chrcmium-plat.ed cockta i.l ~:h~kcr , not too 
.::.i'ier ent in shape from the Crm·1d~r UFO, according to his description • 
.:n addition, there ,.;er e tuo slides shm·rin[:; lclJvr~J.tory plo.smas and a pict1.1re 
: : ~n unusual gas l aser . 

Crmrder ,;as told that each slide \·!ould be projected for .-~prrc:r.:i.mately 
:~i ve seconds , corresponding to the time he had said r.e vic; ;.:ed the UFO . 
:~e slide 1·10uld then be r Emoved and he Has to try to d'3scribr:! the object , 
:nt to identi.f:r it . DurinG the t ests , he s eld01n v:ai L~;d--for the allotted 
:ive seconcE>-·before he HDS rec.:dy to der;cr ibe ,.,hat he had Si~en . 

Crm·;der 1 s d.c;e-.cri pi ions \·:ere so acc'l.~rate and p P.rcepti ve that i t seems 
~'.~i te t'Ul."likel:v th~-t on the ni.r:ht of ltpd.l-21 hc-l:eari y s:J.·,.r one or t•.o~o -
::-..!.!nan figures on 'tl':e .co;,d_"X1_d_ SC.llehO\·:- !:\:lsTook-the:m for a lar(;c r:ctaJ.-
--:-----:=--::--::----· -·---:.ank or balloon s:.c.r:dl.ng on four legs . 

And Cro~1der i::si:;ts that thj s i s uhat he saH . Ee ha s modi.f :i.ed his 
3 :.ory only to the extent of s aying that it rniGht h c:-vc bcen a la.r(;e ball oon 
-.·:-:ich disintcgr.:.tts-i suddenly ( to crylain its sudden .:lir.o.ppeara..7'lce . ) 

In r ecent 1.10nths , scr.tcone ha s p::~.intcd np .v. 67 i10AX11 al onzside the 
::--..:rr.cc! spot on t!1e r oad . The t!p .v . u st.:mds f or Pc3rk Vie\T Hich School , 
S'.:[;f::enting the si;:r. is the Hor_:: of local tce n- ascrs . (CroHder hi.lfis~lf 
tc.s a teem- age dcrJt;ht er . ) 

1 asked Cro·.:c3r if he th01 . .:gh t t he incid:;nt of his UFO cncou:1ter 
~.:--.~ld have been a. :-.·Jo.::: stc:•~r::d by high scl.1ool s l.'l:donts . He l'cplied : 
' ' I7.. :::1s too cc::-.}'licat.cd f or r.c.:re high school kids to ha. ve built ~cme 
':.:_lloo:1 . Tha t 1 s '.::-3-t I al\·rays thou~ht it i Ta.s ( NO'L'J:: : Hot accc,rdi.ng to 
:.:..s a::-:.t;:i ne:.l de~c:-.: rt i.on) ••• It nppe~rcd to be the ::;ize of the upp~r half 
c: ~ .. :--r.t nitrcc;~n :,-_;-!-: (outside his office) and it h:td those l~gs . 11 

- "?.es I psa 1 :-~l:_tur 11 is a Co; .or.:on L:m exrr es sion \·:hich r..cc.ns 11 Thines 
-·.- Jr 'i'h.:;:--":;51.'·::; , •: or 11 Tho F.:>~cs SpeDl< ror Thcr.1~elvos . 11 This appl ies 
.:: :- S :.u.~h 1-iill .:: 'tje , for th0rc is onJ.y on.; pos~ible e:~)lO.n:3.iiion 1·1hich 

i~ _~1' ~.ly cons i s te.?:l t ~·;i t h the knmm fa.cts : 

1. .... :~e ch01·red n.ntchcs f o1!nd on the burn8d spot . 

2 . ·.-:· 3 f <Jct tho.t aspho.lt Hi 11 not ::;upport cc:itbu:=;t:i.on <lfld Crm.-da:..·1 s dcscrip­
~'nn of the hit;h fla."lles Hhid1 lie r;.-rys pcr::i:i.stcd tor Cl.::'l e:-:t er.ded per.iod . 

h. 'fnc cl"1] :0:/Cd eli sco·.-c l'J or the II pc:dprint,s11 ,'1!1(1 Cro~;der1 s SOClTlii, C :i -:'ldi.ffe::c ­
cncc to !~hoi r dir.covery . 
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5. Tf:e inconzistency of the sjzc of the 11 padprintstt fo:r a n obj~ct the 
nize Hbich CroHder r eported , 1-:hich ' . .rould r esult in fm"!tastically 
rd gh p:;d loading (See Appendix 11A11 ) . And the j mperfcct symmetry 
of the 11 p8dprintn locations . 

-. 

.., 
• • 

:;:e Jack of syJ<.::wtry of the burned spot itself , a free- form shape 
1:!1 ich sugecsts it He> s f or.ncd by the chanc~ flo;.; of a fla.ll',raable 
liquid . 

The fact t.hat Crm:der reported seeing the Hartin car i.rr.r.1edi.ately 
after the road H?..S set afire , yet neither J·~r . nor J.lrs . Hartin 
s.:m the flan:cs or t.he headlights of CroHC!er' s car . 

I psa Loquitur'. 

But l·lhat of Cli.fford C1·m-:der ' s high standin~ in the mmr.unity? 
:-·he truth is that an outside investicat.or is only ~ble t'J determine 
-.. :hat some of the l o:;c:.l citizens no;·r se:y about his re;putation unloss 
a :::1 in· dcpt.n study l:e: re m~de nnd. no invccticator , inc ludine this one , 
has att.empted suet c-. study . 

I t i s a mut.t~:- c.: 1·eco~d that Clifford Crmrcier is :.ctivc in the 
C:..:fai r s of his c.::.:·-: .. J the South Hill i-lethodi.st Church . Beyond this 
:.t is difficult t':' -. :!ll ho·.T r'luch of rd s presen t r13put<::t:ion is 'his cr.·m 
a...-d heM much of :.t. ::;t.:::-.s from ot.hcr rel:tt.ivcs in the Cro1·:d1Jr 11 clr-.n11 • 

• 

One brother) : . Foster Cro·:~der , is a ncmber of the Vireinia State 
:-::. t.!:~·::ty D<~pt . 1.~-:; -.':::e -: brother , J . L . Cro'dder , uas a J:'lcmber of the 
: :::~~lenburg Co·.n·.t:: : o~rd of Sup8:t' v~sors at t.he t:!.m{;! of the i.ncj.dcnt 
&:-::! ~:25 rtmn:i. :-:c f:. :- r~ -elc-~ t.ion . He v:as rlc.fentE:d in the p1·lmar y held 
s;·;:.:: ... · .-::1 mnn\,hs ~~:::: the incident . A ccusin, Charles H. CroHdcr, 
c:;~:.-.::.tcs an insw-:.-:.:::; agency Hhich , incidrmt.al.J.y , is an advert.jse:c in 
t :-:e :~\:al nm;s!· 1.:-·":..~ . Dr oChC1.clcs H. Cro•t~der , an 111. D., is a more dist~nt 
-- ' - ·"""' I •"'S ....... - 4 
· =-~--·~ , ~~ ~~ - - o 

:··:::)- p~r.-=o~ . .:_,~:r·vie;.;ed spok·J highly of CJif.fo1·cl Crm-Tder , o.nd 
··<:mt~ cr0.l .::. c: ... ~ .... .qc t·;r entlorsc-n3nt uit.hont CV'.m h11'i.ng ;:'1~1l<ed . --- - - - --

... ~=-c.r:.: -=: t·) .- ; ~:. ~ 1g C lj ff O'!' fl Croi·:dcr for the firn Ci t.irn.e under 
~---~ :.· . .:.•.1al circ:..:··5t.,..:1GCn , :<lm0~jt ccrt.:tjnly HOUl•i ei.ve h irn a go.:>d 
c!"',:.:.·- ~ --- ·3r endo:r::oe~·.:mt . A m:m of 55, he is Goft--npol~en, sincer~ and 
• ·-=-• , - ... run ~r'nd ...... ---· ....... ·.... ., . 

:·~t it. is difflcul.t to predict Hhnt .:my p1:n·con :·Till, or '.IiJl not , 
r:'.o . '":V'Yt'Y bn"'lk at tc:apts to hire only pcopl•':! of IH1[\l•~r; ti.r>~1C(l cl1~1·a.:: t.,c r 

• 

f~:- :·:·i itions of fin:~ncial re:.>p?n::iblli. ~y . Yet ev~!CY yo:1r sees di.5clm.:;m·e:::; 
0 "' r -' ,-.. · ••] "'""",..,~~ l)y J·,,.- -'- S t•Cll p•..,01)1 "' f flll O'l"'d \...y ( ·-·pr· ... ,.. ,.,_· 01"' Or- r·' lOC1re>· 1 ... ,.., . • . ~~,o~ .. L! . . l1....,, ~...,._, ....J~ .. , "- .... :.. , • .- • ._~ \J ,A t...; • .) ._> '"-' L , l • "-\::U 

o::u ... -
1

.J."' ~c 'oy f1·:1.· en,l . .-;: ....... d 1)1.t"'l.. "'C ·~ .., "'"oc·J..· .., l·c ,.. - .... _ - ...... d ,, .. .. , ,, ,,,,. "'"' ·" • 

• 

• 
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So far as. can be de t .:!rmined , Clifford Croudcr Has not and still is not , 
Hhat could be termed a 11 UF'O Duff ." 

But UFOs 11 Hcre in the air 11 around Sou t:.h Hill. The tmm is '-:ithin 
rc.:1g·3 of tHo Amcricm Broadcasting Co~apcu1y ·rv stations : HLEE ( Ch.:ln.."lel 8) 
::.:1 Richmond and ~·JRAL (Ch<=:nnel 5) in Raleic;h , !~ .c . It ' ras approximately 
~~ :.X months befor e the South Hill incirlcnt that the nm·r 11 f lying saucer" 
-::-ogra:r1, 11 The Invaders" beaan on A!3C ' s t elevision netHer!':: . (Hrs . C . A. 
r:ini; nentioned that some of the neir:;hborhood children Hatch the shm-1 
c:::.d '.·rere therefore quite cxcj ted over t he Cro1vdcr UFO r epor t . ) 

Probably a nore influential program is one by Frank Ech-rards, called 
'l3traneest of All , 11 Hhich is broadcast every afternoon at 1 o' clock by . --- --~--- ...... . ... _ -
:.r:e South Hill r adio station, ldJ\,'S . Al thouch the Ed;·Iards p:::ogr;J::t does 
::.o:>t limit itself exclusively to flying saucers , they are .featured 
::::-eminently alon& ,;ith othe r supposedly true stories o.f the occult and 
s:1pernatural • 

The pastor o.f Cro:1d.;r ' s chUL'Ch 1-1ri t:.e s a regulffi' colu.Pm, entitled 
113tudy TaJk11 , for The Smrt.h Hi1l _~nterpri~ . In the April 27 , 1967, issue, 
t!'le first to appc<>-r ru~ter the incident, pastor Hillia..rn Hayton devoted his 
e:1tire col umn to the sub j ect of UFOs . One extract fr o!n this c olumn is 
e::;pecie~lJ.y interas ti!"lt; : 11The i mport<l!lt thine i s that one (U FO) mnde 
~:·.e scene at Sout;, Hill and South Hill E_ no~·7 re::all:r:__<;?n the 1naE·" 

This proved :.o be a masterful undcrs t atel"lent . South Hill ua s 
d-e luged Hit:.h visitors , thousands of them , immediately after the incident 
·.:as r eport ed in t:'1e local a.nd national press , and f or seNe uecks after­
~·:a.l· ds . 

.. 
~:-. -.. ....,o 

I • . -

Cr01·1der hims~lf ha::; achieve d national , 
has received :.clanhone calls from as far 

• 
Juf fs ~·1ho '.Ia;y:, to hear h im de:>cribe the 

ev·:m intc cnational f ame . 
aH::t.y as /,.ustralia, from 
incident in his 0\-!n ':ords' • 

Sgt . Ra j :·ws s:.:.r::; that Cro:·Tder has becor.te 11 .fed up" Hith all this 
.::. :.':. e:-:t.i:::m and h<'.s , -:>r. occasion, said : " I f I ever aeain ::;e e a UFO, I ' ll 
k::-:: i:. to ray s elf . " But Cr011der hir'lself c ave no indication of this 
<.:.- · -.; .!.e dur in:; -:·:.:- in ~ervie;·rs . He coopm~a t en fully, sho·.~cd no reluc­
-:-::: .:.: :: :.o describ:; :.::r: e:-:pcriencc for the Vt:.h time an(l ' he displ::yed no 
-:·.:··:.::·:s irr.i.t::l":.i.().:;. ;._ ". be ine questioned . (Ho:·;evcr , because I h.1.d no 
:'-.::-.: -as an " c.f:'~c.:.;.l_ investi~at.or11 and therefore h <1d to rely upon 
::_:- ·:::: ·,m t D.ry co0::-.:rc~t.ion, I din not press him on such T1:JUors :1s the 
c~ -:-.:::· ·;d match.:; or oth0r di. screpanc .i.es . ) 

• 

The J l1:.1sion --- ·-~--·-- ---
l'hc S O'lth II i. 11. cat; I.~ dt;;non;. ::.rat"! :::; h o~·r the 5 11 n :-;ion tha r, UFO:; r :1J::; t be 

c~.: t.1~ .:."=f:r~r :c ~:.; tC.i.7ii' sp~6ec.:r ::~.(L:fi; pro1-;-oT r:::i. -:rn- tJic -puG1: G~--n\1.nc 1 by- 1~11., intC:~1--------- - --·---·-··- ----- ___ , _____ -···------- --··-· .. - ---·· ··- · tionnl 01' ll::'li.~li.C.!tt.i.Olnl onj[-;;,i_on ol' VLt .'ll dr~t,ai_ l s in publ.i. ;,hcd ar:r;ounts . --· . ... --- --- - · -- ·-- '--· --------·-...;. 

• 
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The four charred matches .rou!1d on the burned spot r ai!>ed grav~ 
suspicions of a ho<tX among police officers and reporters at Lhe scene, 
b y their o:m adr11iss ions . Harris himself said he abr.os t, didn1 t send his 

• 
f il:71 and story to the RichlilOnd 'l' i m:'!s-Dispatch and l~eHs Leader . Yet uhen 
r..::e story did c:~ppcar in-th~ t~·ro ne,.,rspapcrs-~'liHE~E HAS~Ol' A Sii':CiLE J.mllTIOH 
::: :-;:;: C!!/IRR.ED HA'fCHES . 

As a result , the Associated Press story on the 
nc~.; spapers aro·Jnd the con:ntry made no mention of - --

-- - --

case i·Jhich appea!'ed 
the chncrcd matches . -- - - -·---

It 1-:as not tmtil \-Jillirun PO\·!ers visited Sout-h Hill on April 23 and 
:-.ent.ioned this. i mp:)rtant findin~ in discussions Hith the Press that the 
.::-tru.Ted matches. Here :nent.ioncd _, so::ncHhat casually, in the feH nc·.-tspapers 
-:}1at carried follo:;- up stories . 

'l'hree men frc::~ NICAP Headquarters , one a NASA physicist, visited 
.:~uth Hill on Apri: 22 . The result-s of their investigation Here r eportc1 
:.:1 a fcatur·3 stor-.f in the Ha·cch-April , 1967, issue of 11The U .F .0 . 1nves ci­
iator . 11 The arti.cl~ ;:1cntions the burned spot and the .four :tpadprints , 11 

~ut there is no me:1t::.on of the ch.1rred ma tches . 1·n1en APRO r epor t.cd the 
c:lsc in the l·1ay,J ur;e ) i967-; issue or"1'~"'{ne A .P-:R .o. Bulletin, •t there Has 
!'!O mention of t he c~&rred matches . -------------------------------------

The ne~.; Frank ;::d;Tards book, 11rly:i nc s~uccrs -- He;rc and NoH J II devotes 
:.~.;o full pages to : :-.e South Hill case . But <lGRin, there is no mcution of 
:.·;c charred i1mtc:-.cG . I t. s ec;1s s afe to predict thc'lt. t.he South Hill ca::;e 
i:fill DC aesc.t·ilica l.n dozens of other UFO books ' as yet Unllri ttcn, and that 
i:-~ most> if not c:.2.:J !:,here \·7ill be no mention of t.he charred matches o 

The cause c:.~ 'f.'.!'-:>Iic enlightcr1ment is not i:cll-:;ervcd 
?:··~:"'-~ ':.'.lre stater ~:-.':. s i s sued by 11 official investieators . 11 

eithe r by 
For c:x[Unple : 

-~- ·~crm.,rdcr is :~::.1~~-cxa<'.:..~~~ uhat _!:~ sa-:·1~nd ~1_9!::~-~-s no r eason to 
G 'i ~helie·:c ;::_-: . u This statement is at t.ri bnt.cd to ';lilliaJ•l Pm;crs in 
t:~e April 27 > 1967, i ssue of The South Hill r:ntm."prisc . It is qnoted .--------- ·----:-.lso in the 7.-~"'::k F.d•:mrds book . 

· : T) cn.n1 t 
~ - J. he 1:1 t:-v· __ ; "' . -.. 

:· .... ~::._- :: of it ~-L~~g ~b2n.x . 11 Dr . J . AD.cn Hynek , 
l~ ; 1')67, issue of t.hc ~ clm.oml Ty~~?_?-Dispa~~· 

a3 quoted 

:· .. -:i.:msly, it 1s not politic to dismiss the Press Hith a c11r t ·11 no 
c: -- :- r. t .u But ccr.~·1on prudence and pa:;t c:t.pcri.c.mce sugc(~st tha:~ i. t , .. ,ould 
b-; ·::1:.1:-'J r for a n lnvr.::;t-.i..e ::t t.or t.o cxpl .:li.n t-ha t. it is prem:J.tuce to cor.tn':!nt 
o:-. ':.:-:;:: cas e unt i l t r.c inv·cs t.igati.on h as been COl•lpl~ted a nd that. thl'3 \1il1 
r~-:_:.··; somA <.iflditional time . 
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APPENDIX 11 A II 

A DESIGN ANALYSIS OF 'i'HE CHO\'illER UFO : 

1 . The t ank-shaped UFO as described by CroHder -vras estimated to be 
approximately 12 ft . in diame t er and 15ft . high ( excludinG 3 ft . 
le~s . ) This vrould eive it a volume of approximately 1 , 700 cu . ft . 

2 . The Apol lo Lunnr Nodule ha8 somelvhat similar overall dimensions , although 
it is not a simple cylinder . The Lunar Hodule is approximately 20 ft . 
high a nd lL ft . in diameter . Assuming (for simplicity) that it is a 
simple cylinde r , this would eive it a volume of appr oximately 31 000 cu .ft . 
(Actual enclosed volume i s somewhat less . ) 

-;) • 

L. 

5. 

'i'he Lunar 11odule is expect ed to weigh approximately 30, 000 lb . This 
would give it a s pecific \-Ieight of 10 lb . / en . ft . ( By way of comparison, 
Cork has a specific 1veight of 15 . 5 lb . /cu . ft . ) 

Assuminc that t he Crmrder UFO had the same specific weight 
Module (10 lb . /cu . ft . ) , then the Crowder UFO would weigh : 

• 

as the Lunar 

17, 000 lb . 

The Lunar 11odule has four landi ng pads , 
giving it a total pad area of 4, 280 sq . 

each 37 inches i n diamet er , 
• 
~n . 

' 

6 . This gives the Lunar 1'1odule a pad-loading of 7 psi . on earth . 

7 . But whe n landing on the Hoon, '1-thich has only l/6th earth gr avity, 
the effective Lunar Hodule pad- loadine will be : 

1 . 2 psi . 

3 . The four 11padprints 11 allegedly l eft by t he Crm·rder UFO e ach measur ed 
ap;>r <J.Aimat ely ~ inch i n diameter . The total "padprint 11 area of the 
f our i s then approximat,ely 1 sq . i n • 

. 

9* This gives the Cro~der UFO a pa d- loading of approximately : 17, 000 ps i . 
(based on a ssu:::ed specific ·Heieht of 10 lb . /cu . ft . ) 

-: ,) - . ?our - l ane co:1c:-ete highways are stressed to vtithstand loads of 6LO psi . 

1::. . ':'~us , the 11 d:s:.6:1eru of the Crovrder UFO, by failing to use l arger 
?e.i3 , ended up ;.,'i th a 11craft11 whose pa d loading is 30 t imes too hig~ 
~o enable it t o :and on ma jor highways vti thout puncturing the concrete . 
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~cut~ Eill , Va . 

D,_..,_ v.. Cro· ·a·~.- · \,.:..... .. • - • .. \.;o:J. • 

Firs\:. I s~oul2. liko to th~:~\ you for yo~r kinC.n.:s!: in 
spcndin3 so muc~' tirr:..: vi·c.h c.,; or. you._. t;._·'J ''J~coi.:.ntc :.c . I kncv 
thn.t by this ti::.J you rnu.>t. b,; ~~~--y vcn.-·y of t~o \::10lc mo.tt~: 
after hn.ving :-.:pc::..te:d the sto ~·y so r.w .. 'ly J.:. i~ .. cc . 

me? 

\.'ould. yc::. be kir.d cnot:[)l to cl..:rily a. co~p:.: poh~tc fo::: 

l. 

2 . 
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(,l . ... l· -J.. ,...,.,._ .• .... ""' """'~ .. ·~ ·.... ..:l 
:.. J '·'"''-'-•-""''"'"" .... a , ;:..uL "'t;.\..! rO-l..:.. 

S n~:·. "'~.; ""'"" ~ - ..,.. ___ """'" ' C.ic yo·...1 s co :lCtt.: ... l fl:.:-...o::..; or \l_ S ·the 

mc::c ly s::.J~-cin~? 

I ·? ... -o·-· s~ · · .::>1~·.,· • T>T)ro··.: .... ~~- .. ~y 
- ,..T - .-, J._ '---··""' ) ....... • •""-'"'~:.,. ¥'- ~ 

es~i::- ... ·:-~ t!-.c fl~1c \:~..; , i . c . r..n 
~ D,. ,. • ? 
~ - Vv ~ • 

vbjc:ct 
\.'?.S 

S'Ovt 
• 

3 . !:' y;.~ ~ ~-·"· ilc.n-:, t--pp.·o;,..ir;.:::'i:...:ly r.0'\1 lvng dici it bst 
b.: :o::-.? .;oing o"..lt , o:: un·~il you fc 1 t it \/<:~~ s:!.i'C ·~o 
clr!.·.-:: _:-:.t:ntl ~nd hc~d for J.:,nc police st:.:.·::.io:l? 

Aga.in , 
. . _ .. ..,.- t:-
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1·1Bi·10 FOH r.I.'Iili RECORD : 26 A PHIL 19·~·( 

Contact \lith Lt . Colonel K1·ell r~vcoled the follmdng inf'or-

r:::. tion pertainint:; to the South IIilJ 1 Vi.£·giuia s.i.ghtine of 21 A~1·ll 

, ' , , 
-,.~.J , . I.t . Colonel Krell said tht. .. h~ p~rGonnal~r drove t.o t.lw 

:3o~..· ... h Hill area and investig'"tt.ed the case . Tne four hole;, were 

old . They vere approximately 9 feet 6 it.ches apm·t. formine a 

square . The uu:r·nt area \-IClS :ln the middle o.r the squar·e . Hben ·~}H.: 

:lolict:men arrived at the scene the oave.nenL HOS <.:old. - - It was an 

r.sphalt hic.;!wa.;,' . Lt . Colonel Krell could find no additional Hit-

!l~SG uho sav t.r.c c:.ll~..;ed UFO. '£he "i tncs:> rcpo.~.·ted no sound at 

£~11 ; even afte1· s:;.Jpping the car and 1·ollin0 cw·.m the \f.lndm.; . Lt . 

Colonel Krell will co:. t :Jct t he South Hill police de.:_J:.:!.rtm.:mt and 

obtoin a vr.itten st.ate:nenL concern.i.n£; what we~s found a t the scene 

or' t he sit.hting. 

• 
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