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1. [JA TE • T ~= \iROUP 
17 April 19.:7 
2100 CST 

3. SOURCE 
Nu 1 t i p 1 e c :. · ~ 1 i an s 

l. NUMBER OF O~J ECTS On e 
(p l us 2 whic, separated 
a nd f 1 e'·" ar.-· a. 

( P:.OJECT 10073 RECORD ( 
2. L OCATION 

Jefferson City, Mo . 

10. CONCLUSION 

Unid ent ified 

s. U:NGTH OF OBSERVA TION 11 . BRI ::t= SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS \.Jitness, th 
45 tnins . overall . describ ed a very brill iant light approaching him a t a height o 
Initial e ncounter lOmins less than 400 feet . The l ight was so brilliant witness s t a ted 
5. TYP E or- o::.s ::R VATI ON th at ic r:ade his hands look as though in x - ray . Object resembl 
·ieT~ed ~':!. !:~ b inoculars a Ho::ld ~:a r I he lmet . 2 objects each th e size of a DC3 . Small 
nd telescope objects separated from main object and t ook off in differen t 

r---------~----------_, 
7. COURS:: d irections ~.Jith extreme speed . Observer stopped cal.· 3 Limes , 

once o~isinall, secondl y a t a l ocal j unk yard and thirdly at til 
t---------------1 Oza::k :::irpor t t.Jhere object t..ras observed through telescope . 

Obj ect reportedly confinned by a irpo rt official s and pilot o f i 
cor.t:. :-,; Ozarl< plane . Object fl etJ almost directly over airport ._ 

·ortheast t o Southwes t 

8. PH OT.JS 

n Ye s In fo:-:::ation from l ocal police chief to effect: that sighting t..ras 
Xi< No 

~------------------------1 rcs~l: of hot air garment b ag ba lloon completely di scounted by 
9. PHYSICAL E·, r:>:NC!: tvit r::ss in phone call tvith Hynek . \.Ji tness knot.JS personally b oys 

0 Yos 
XX No 

F O i<"' 
FTO SC? 62 --. - ) 

'". - -:: 

t·1ho : .?.'.l::lched th e ba lloon Hhich Has sent up at dif feren t time 
and ~:fferent date , one of the pranlts t ers being th e police 

COL~ .• :~~ioners son . 3 1 
Prov!::.u s • c!l:.l:mo ot 'hi • fo rm o ay b a u aed. ( eo~aL. 
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- N Yes sir , I do . 

ll a nd by the way I l1ave a review of it coming out in tl1e April issue of 

the Bu llet in of Atomic Scientists 

M 1' - ~~ glad to read it. 

B w:- i en, if you don't have a copy the r e in the library, I'd send you a 

M \·-=ll , if you \o70uld I ' d appr.::eciate it, but I ' m sure the Univers ity of 

N.:.~s ouri would have, but I ' d appreciate a copy of my Oto7n . 

H A~l right , fine . 

N D:-. Hynek, I Hant to ask you one thing and I don ' t want you take this 

a s an affront and get m~d, but I \-13nL toa:;k you a very personal ~estion 

a~ou t this . Do you thirtk that the Air Force could be using this 

5i:~a tion merely to keep a secret? I mean , are you be ing record ed now , 

whe=e you wouldn ' t want to say that? 

H W:ll , no , this is all right , for me to say this . I have often wonde r ed 

this myself. 

M I t :~~u ld bother me if I were in your position . 

H 

}I 

I ' ve often that - aftera ll , I ' m expendable as an individual- that 

it is & :·~ays a poss!~ ility that ±h I was being used as a foil . But on 

t~: o:~ar hand , I' ve ~ad no r ea l evidence of this . If I ever come 

a 
__ ..., _ _ 
- -'- .... in 20 years i= seems to me I would have come across some tangible 

ev~--~= ~n t he fo:-~ of a l etter that I stubmled across, or a communication 

t h3t! s~ou ldn ' t have heard and so forth, but I r eal l y have n ' t . 

say that tha t's ever happened . Well, here ' s wahts bothered 

me . Ha·J:: you e ver checked into nny Canadian incident<? 
J 

ll Yes . 

I/ • , . 

I 
• 

• 

I 
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M llave you ever spent any time in the Northwest in Canada? 

1l NoL r.1uch . 

Not ~uch . Well , I talked to nd several fdllows , ) 

wh o Ll~d to be at the U. of Missouri, he is now at Berkeley ( and I know 

:::-. .o.: ' s a bad name in colleges , but really it ' s quite good as far as 

i .. -e llectual) and E!nstein was one of l1 is teachers at Princeoon quite 

• c. :et.J years a go - and I talked to ha him about it, and he 

s.:::.ams to think from he ' s r ead and things that havecome up as far a -he ' s 

j~5t using what you ' d call scienLisLs ' intuition wl1ich scienti st ' s don ' L 

li..-e to use but in c<:3es like thi s it ' s al l they ' ve got, and he seems 

t ~ t hink that tl1e Air Force is behind it in some way or another . If 

o ot behind it, they k~ow more about it than they ' re l e tting on l ike 

t:~y do, and I thin~ :t:a t the man may have a point . The r eaeon I think 

th~t he does is because that there are too many ridicu l ous situations 

g!ven, that just co~:d ~ 't be . For instance , this weather balloon thing, 

w!:h me . Now I kn ow, sir , and of cour se you don ' t becauseyou didn't 

see it, but I kn o·..J ?OSitivc l y nm.J since they said thot to me that they ' r e 

• 1 1 fh . ~ 1 r..: _ o ot a~r t. ?::-.s~ ves . You see . 

H Y.:>-- :> • 

M A~= :~=~Jgh the bas~c concepts of algebr aic l ogic or any other kind of 

1?;: : : can figu=e ou t, OK, there ' s sometl1ing rotten in Denmark here . 

H Yes, ooe cou l d arrive at that. We cou l d have a l ong discussion on Ll1i s , 

• 

a -,.: " • .. J. 

ph 0:':;> 

~ope we do over a drin k some time r ather Lhan over a l ong distance 

bu t th ere, one c ould explAin t his a l so by complete 1ni litary 

du!':"lor:.ess , and the military mind . There i s t hat possible explanation • 

• 
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However, l et ' s go into that some time . 

I'd love to . l.Jhen will you be back in this area sir? 

H Co.:! only knoHs, but I get there every once in a tvhilc and I might ask, 

yo~ ~ay be getting to Chicago before I get down there . 

M 1 ;ni <.ht be; that ' s a good possibility . · 

H s~, 1!1ake sure that you look me up \vhen you do . You brought up the 

.:~ :1adian business . What connection did that have tvith the ••• ? 

M T e Canadian , yes . \~ell , Dr . - this f tiend of mine, th i s otl1er Dr. -

~ ·Ja s in Canada and he, of course, noticed that in the Northt·Jest there 

a~e huge installations up there and no one gets • l.n , if you knot-7 \-7h a t 

I mean . And even the 1>ersonne l - he was involved in some r esearch up 

t here - he asked me not to use his name by the way - and he said even 

:~e places that are fenced off , xxn in huge acres , he said the men Hho 

~o=k there, wor king on tl1e secr et proj ects , they have to fit into certain 

c~tegories . A - not being married , and things of this nature you know , 

and also they ha ve to fit into certain categories of exact l y t.Jhat is 

ex?~c ted of Lhem after they get out of this project, if you know wha t 

I ~ean . And I jus t wonder if that isn ' t what we ' re rea l ly seeing? 

H ~ell , this is so~et~ ~ng t hat I know nothing about •• 

M it tvorr ies It not only worries me , I know you ' re a scientist 

a:_, : J:~reciate 
• 

..... !... -- d -•·::'-, an xaxhax I ' ve read and reread many of your 

. • d . . 
!) ...... - - • a"" 1t 'J O - .... l.::.s me -·----=-' .. -- - from just an humaniLarian point of vie~,o1 - I 

wc~!J ~a te to see a man of your stature used as a foi l like that , and 

i t c~~l~ be done , knowing tlte mi l itary. 

H Yes, it certainly could be done, and , however , I think now, with the 

NaLi ona l Academy of Sciences havi11g given its fine OK to the Condon 

I 
I 

I 
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Report I wouldn ' t be the only one be ing used as a foi l , but Condon and 

the entire National Academy of Sciences \o~hi ch is • 

sir, and so are we . So arc people l ike me . 

1Je ore a l ot o[ us in the same boat in tl1at case . 

• • v"' sur~.: .::1re . 

H:~eveeri ' mi continuing to, be that as it 1nay , it ' s the pl1enomenon that 

:•~ interested in 

H A~d it ' s there ! 

H this is what I, : his is thing that I as a scientist am studying and 

t he Air Force relationships , etc . , stalements , could be either herenor 

tr.ere as far as the phenomenon is concerned . 

}! Very inconsequential, in otber \o~ords . In olher to~ords , you ' re inte resLcd 

~-~ ticularly as a sci~n~is t to find out the answer 

1.J .. E::~irely . 

!-I ~· I d _:at s goo • That's th~ kind of l anguage I l ike and anyway I can help 

you, if I run aero.;.:; any other facts , I ' ll tolritc you immediately . But 

I ~ave lost your a~c7ass , so if you could send me something • 

H }':· address is extr-:::o-:::ly easy . It ' s simp ly Department of As tronomy, 

H 

·,· ... -- ;.. .. .:o::: tern Un.;.,o-~; ty '- '""• '-• •""-- _v _ .. __ • 

no- .. - -- ""t of As-r c...,~-.·· ~-..I • -·--·' ~ .. .... . ) , . . No~thwestern University . 

·,• - ~ -· , - ' s a 11 -C:-· -··-- • ~o~ I hope I do hear from you and if you have any more 

-~~ ... . : _ •_: :ik~ to z:c:! co this or any olher canments, please '"irte . 

N \,';:!.:, y.JJ see , I have one thing that ' s very inleres ling that might help . 

No·.,, I have a number of Stale Patr o lmen f riends that (they ' r e close 

fr:~~~j ) and the Nissouri State Patrol i s a very fine organization, and 

the se ~en arc on the road all the time - one of them lives • 
~n the house 

1· v • I" . , • II' ,·1" I , • ,,J I . I S I • I • I' ' -
tr~ •' I _., • • • 

, 
('• 

,, (" • r .. 
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next to mine here - he, if there ' s anything seen t-Jhy he'd be the one to 

see it , and yet, the Patro l has sort of an o(ficial-unofficial altitude 

of 'Don ' t sec them", you know? But these guys would tell me , and if 

c~y :~.ing comes up , you ' d never hear about it otherwise . 

H -· ht ' "t • .:; , t a s 1 • The only way we can get i nformation is essentially from 

;-,:.:.va te 8:) urces . 

M - • I b . h .1. • .:t t s ; a out r1g t . The slate wil l not cooperate . 

H :.~·-~ that ' s quite righ t. 

N 1 ~·onde r if the Air Fo·cce even t-7ou l d if it came to somebody seeing one 

i:1 their ranks . 

H 'n'e ll, this is probee:'!la:i.ca l, alrigh t. Say, I do t-1ant to thank you for 

t aking thi s time, and again , l et me say that I'm sorry that something 

£:ipped up and we didn ' t get together • 

l'! : i-;.! 11, I h onest l y - on my honor I did not r eceive t-Jord . If I had I would 

l!~ve been there, k~ in fact Jack & I, the palrolman and I were ready 

to mee t you •• 

H G~lly that ' s a sha~~ . 

).A r· · I d"d ' t h & I th h 11 th" tl . b . 1 ,., .. ;.~n 1 n ear _rom you oug , '"e J.S gen emen J.S o v1ous y 

H 

M 

~~~ into some cons=~uences wltich cou ld not be hleped and he didn ' t let 

- o ._. ,_ exactly 

• l.. t - .... . ,.0 --- -- -

you t-1ould be coming in - you did, but I d idn ' t 

w '., .·o g l ad I ca~led for severa l r easons, tonight . One of them is 

c~-:a!~ ly that we got that straightened out . I was r ea lly l ooking around 

f er:- :"'J ..! at the airport and t-1ondened g - I thought that something h ad gone 

wro,g fn your plan s had suddenly changed . 

Oh n o, t.Jhen I t e ll someone I ' ll be somep l ace, I ' l l be the re unless some-

Lhing like lh is happens where I ' m ci Liter noL noLi (i ed Hhen to be there 

/j I} 

• 

l 
I 
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or something of that nature . No, I ' m very German, Dr. Hynek, and quite 

H 

M 

Prussian even in my t-1ays. Rarely a second late , lel alone a minute. 

I ' n also very thorough and consequently , this is t-1hy I am thorough 

n ' t . 
<::::'"·.:~h to knm.; th at if someone does t-.1r1te me and lcll me to be at a -
c~:-::ain p~ace, they must have a reason . You can see my logic . 

- . . 1.:. _.., t . -
~· . -··· s1r . I ' ll wtite you and l et you know if anything else I think might 

h~lpf or any other sightings or anything I run across . 

H T t ' s just great . \?e ll thanks a great deal. 

M ~~~ anytime you ' re hea~, my door ' s open . 

H F.ne , and give my r eg..-'!:'cls to Dr . t~ood, even though I never met him. 

:·lc;; .h~ii I t-lill and you t.;i ll meet him . 

E I'1.:1e . Ok Good ni gh t:.C'H\;1 

Good Night . 01'\ ~,. • • ~ 

1(:.-

I 
I 
I 
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Tr:PI' (UFO) /tt Marano/sac/typed 13 Mar 69 • 

UFO Si,;hting of 17 Apr 67 from near Jeffer:;on City, Missouri 

Dr • .r. Al len Hynek 
I.incheimer Astronomical Research Center 
No~h~estero Un~ versity 

Zvanston , I l linois 6o201 
-

On 3 ~r 69, we requested transcripts of all conversations that 
you have had vith Mr • ..-f. On 17 Sep 68 you also had a t e l ephone 
conversation with Mr . ..... regarding his sighting. ~e have not 
Leceived a transc r ipt of this conver~ation . Please for~ard eithe r 
a transcript or the tape of this conversation so that our r ecor ds 
will be co~plete • 

caC'!:OR ~UI:i'T.fA~II!LA , J r , L~ Col , 
~eb~~~ , Aerial Phenomena branch 
1\e;-ospace Technolozies DiYision 
Proouction Directorate 
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TDPl' ( U?O) / Lt 1.-la.rano/ sac/22 Apr 69 

( 

• . . 

I 

• 

,~ ·' r :::> - 19~9 ;!_ t) '"'\ I ;, b 

U?O Si;-p ;;ings of 3 Apr 68 .r'ro:n Cochr :1nc , :.Ji3COl15ill and 17 Apr 67 
.r-... om Je..:' fer:3on City , 2-lisso,lri 

::r. J . Allen ,iyne~ 

I,tnd..1~1mer Astronomica l Research Center 
~iortb•.ms'tt!r':l Unlv'!rsi ty 
s~anston, Illinois 60201 

-
1 . Refer::!nce our lett"!:-s of 9 :Ccc 63 and 17 )oa r 69 rel:);3.r d i:'le; t Le - .. 
tUO si~ting of 3 Apr 63 :f:-om Cochrane , Wi sconoio . '!'o date ....-e have 
nat r eceived t:n~ le.,~r t hat you sent to !·irs • .-- Please furni3h 
us vit~ a copy of t his letter so teat our r~corda will be complete. 

2 . Also r~fere:lC.! t be 0>'0 3 i ght1 r-g of 17 Apr 67 f :-ot:t nee ::- Jef.ferson , 
Ci ~y, :.fissouri. On 3 :1.ar o9 1 '"'e re O.,Uc!ated tr:mscripts oi' all con·.rersa-
tioaa thac y ou have bad -~tj ~~. ~~tz . Our r e i ndica te t hat you 
~·te had two t~l~pr.Ont! conver setio:1s with !-lr Cn 10 :.~r 69 , you 
1'o~.:-Jed 'tr.e second. convl'!r sa::.ion -.. 1 tn :-tr. a3 o!' th i~ date 'tl'! 

ha·~ no ~ yet r~c~i ·r~d a ~~,c:-1pt o r your !'ir::; t. coo~rsn.'tion wit:: !.Ln. 
?~ase r'or ·.t:::lrt.! a t:-3.:tscrip~ or th l 3 con,er :Ja t i on as soon !IS possible so 
~::a't our records •.rill be courpl~td . 

•. ':'OR GUDl'l'A?liL!A 1 .Jr, Lt Col, USAF 
Phief, Aerial Pheno:r.e:m .Branch 
Aerospace Tecnnolo0ied Division 
.Procuctioo Directora.__c 
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• 

• 

• 

• • 
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!-~~z :'n'?e Rcc o:::·ding ,rl 

!.'-:'"~ ;; • A l lcn TI·.roek 
~ 

:-:::c~e:v~~r J\st.rono:nic~l P.eseo.rch Center 
• 

· -:~:1~.res te~ Uni ver:;i ty 
~~.-·,:~s t.:m , ! llinoi:; 6-0201 

:::;c .!..:::>sed 1!) t11e tape recordln~ of: y our conv::!r:ll\tion vi th 
: ::- conc e :-ni 13 t:1e :_ 1 A";Jr 67, .Jei':"~r::;on City, 
; :::_JS OUrl U:"' siz'htl%'!3• ','e uon ' t bl~ O.DY tape r•!COrC~r9 
:_-.~.!.ln'J)e t o ·.ts t :113.'t cml p"l:lJ nt the speed of the r:~corcit:g . 
rr=.~::-efore , we :?..~e rc-; .. t:"Ding the r:::cordlng -.;1i ti·out, .c:o.:dr~ a 
t~:lSCTi"Ot • -
-

;J-, 
....:T.:C'!'O~ r.uitl't'i\IULJ.J\ 1 Jr, Lt Col, UW\P 

C': '-~f , f.cri.o. l Fh~:-:.-o~:1a Of C'ice 
J. .:.:--~ space ~:.?c!lnolo~i.;;s Divicioo 
?:;-~·.1c til;n Directo:-:'! t.e 

I 



• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

I { 

NORTH WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201 

ODI'ARTMP.NT OF ASTRONOMY LINDHf!IMIJR ASTRONOMICAL RI!Sr!ARCI I C!!NTP.R 

Lt. Colonel Hector Quintanilla , Jr • 
• 

F~: (TDETR) 
~~~~arch and Aer)al P~e~omena Division 
~~- ;h t Patterson Air Force Base 
o-,_- 45433 

TDPT (lJ?v) 

• 

R:.:=.::rence: Your l ett~r of 23 April 1 969 

2Lr April 1969 

su:,ject: UFO Sightings of 3 April 68 from Cochrane , Wis . and 
17 April 1967 from Jefferson City, Missouri 

~ . 
- ~· Lt . Col . re~ tor Quintanil la, Jr . 

1. Enclosed is cop:,· of letter to Nrs . dated 18 February 1969 
as =eques ted in yo~r a:,ove refer enced letter . 

2 . I am unable to ~=~d you the first transcript of my conversation \vit lt 
N!" . simply beca..1se inadvertently something had gone Hrong \vith my 
r~c~~der and I got n)~hing but a carbled sot1nd . I can assure you tha t 
t he ~?n t en ts of th e second tape are largely the same asj,the first . 
/1 . 

. /,· · • J~ t1 I 

rl ·· · //1. V.r.>U J1 Q. .f~ 
//<:. / .... /..A-t. ,.., r - l ~r 

'14'~- 1'-t !''>T/ r 

po · t. C 1 

t:, fc:.C ( 1.- , J I~ . v 
.J~ - - - • ~ • D.; r .. - o~ ' ..... __ :....,_ llt , .,#, ) • -C:- - -
Li~=~~~~~= Astrono~!c3: Research Center 
··n··- ··.:.. -rt' Un1.' ve··c:1.'t, . • ~ .. - • - - - '!!- .I - - ... 

Ev:::-.. =~: .. Ill. 60201 

enc1 . 

• 

v· 
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TDP!' (UFO ) 

-· ( 

. - -­- .. ---• 

' 

..... 
• 

• 

UFO Si~hting of 17 April 1967 

J . Allen Hynek, Director 
TJ~oheimer Astr onomical Resear ch Center 
~~hwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 6020} 

Please for~erd transcripts of all conversations 
had 'Jith Mr~or Thank you . 

& ~· : ••. :;:OR QUIN'l'ANILLA , Jr, Lt Col, USA..."' 
Chi.e1' , Aerial PbenomenR Branch 
Aerospace Technologies Divis ioa 
~cuctioo r irectorete 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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' i 

llti • - 1 -3 . A"' t' 'q 
* • • l..J L.J -

• 

that you have 
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TDPT (UFO)/Lt t•lara:no/ saa./ tJPed 9 Nay Ci) 

Ul'O Sightu g er 17 Aprll 67 Near Jerrerson City, Miaa~uri 

Dr. J • .Allell Hynek 
Li:td hei:rer Aatx·o~mieel Reaesrch Ceflter 
~•r~~vea tern Uoiveraity 
~~aton, IJJinoi~ 6o20l 

-

,-~ v , .. ~g 
~•A l~o 

1. Re fereace your le tter or 24 April 1969 ree;ardL'"\::_ a conver:Jatio:l 
be t veen you and .Mr. • ( Reference the UFO ai ght1.:lg of 
l 7 April 67 near Jefferson City1 Miaao uri.} You brought the tope 
recordi!lg o! your t'irat conversa~ion vith )iz-_..... 1nto t~e Project 
~~ Beek offi::e ~, tl1o rnu of 1968.; &nd &l th.ouc:;h the q~':slity or 
the 1:ecordine; ·•n:~ ~r, there :&re aeveral portioo.o t ha t have a be:u-­
izl~ on the anely:.1 i2 or t.!:le m'O ai6htin~ . Frn- 1uat.7.nce1 !-!I-.... 
aT.at.ed t hat the obJect i?"ased. :al moat d irecUy o•rer t he airport o.od 
t.~t An i!lc~g aircra.lt :illlo aiu'-lted. the object . Supposedl.y the 
pilo t. 9( the aircra!'t st4ted tr..at t!le object '48 Qt A l o-.rer el.titud~ 
r....1an lJ i~ aircraf t {ljld waa ilUf:Ct. (T:r.c a bo'le 1o no t t o be t.o1ce:1 ~!l a. 
t:tt:O:..e1 but i.a -co tns, !:le.:5t. or Lt ~rn.:lo' a rE:CQU:ctio~ ~vre.xim~J.y 
9 mon.t~ after hearing the recording .) 

2. Bo th t he l' tat e=!ltS that t~s object p&D3ed nl:=x>o t over t1le 
Jer!'ersc:)n City ~·1ea::orial Airport a;1d t!l.at the pUot o!' an i:lcomine 
a1:-cra!t aighted t t..e object are unsuppor ted by t he to~ ti..,xmy o! t he 
Y1t:les11es &."'\d the evidence aubndt t ed to tni.a o!!ice. Therefore, i.C' 
you v'JOld s ubmit t he Ot'igi nll\1 r ecordi.'1.t; to u.s , we will tnke Q t~~il­
cri~t o! u .uucb. IUJ pceaible or t he couversotiot\. The tl.\pe y11l be 
retur:led t o you und.&!8 e,oo along v i th a COJ/Y or the tro.:1acript . 

~!.'OR QliDT..~'lTI·L~., Jr, L t CoJ.1 USAF 
t Cb.i.e.t 1 Aerial P hen.o."lel\& Br:mcn 
..\ero~ace Technolo!;1ea Division 
P! oi ....... :.iA:r.l D~c t o:. a t.e 
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NORTH\X'ESTERN UNIVERSITY 
EV 1\NSTON, ILLINOIS GO~O l 

DI!PJ\RTMllNT O P ASTRONOMY J.INDHI!IMER ASTRONO.\IJCJ\L RESI~ARCH CtNTER 

• 

1 9 Noy 1969 

• 

.. 

FTD (TDETR) 
Rescarcl1 and Aeria l Phenomena Divis i o tt 
Wright- Patterso~ Air Force Bas e 
Ohio t~5/f 33 

Attention: TD?T (uFO) 

Reference: Your l a~ter o[ 12 May 1969 

Subject: UFO Sighting of 17 AprH 67 
Nea r .Jef ferson City, ~lissouri 

To : 

1. I am 
'"hich is 
ga rbled . 

Lt . Col . Hect or Quintanilla, Jr . 

enc l::-si:-.g the 
int e1::.gible . 

tape in qttestion , Lhc first portion 
The l ast Lwo- thirds o[ the tape are 

of 
bad l y 

2 . If you ca~ na~e anything out of it I would appreciate a copy 
of the transc:: i?!: t-~he• th e tape i s relurned to me . 

~ LLEI'T c v •.: -:r , • . • t' n .1. .. -~' 

l i~jhe iner Ast :: ~~a~ical Resea r clt Center 
·- _,.~.. , "s te r'"' ··-.; .., r s ;ty 
·'- -. - T 1.· t! o. - - <' - 4 

~ ~:3ton , Ill:.~~:s 60201 

'T • • .. • 
.... ~ . . :nJs 
• • • - 1 _ .. c . 

• .... ) 
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CAM3~iDGt:, N.A~SACHUS:=7'f$ 02l38 

CAillc: ;.. ~; • .:SS ''OBSEii.VATOitY'' AREA CODe €.17 SGO 7600 

Augus'c 5 , 1969 

Lt. ~ -:0~cl Hector Quintanilla , Jr ., USAF 
Cl1 2e-. Aerial Phenomena Office 
Dcp~~:~cnt of the Air ~orce 
Ile a.:-.~· ..... :-..rters Foreign Technology Division (AFSC) 
W=is-~-Patterson Air Force Busc , Ohio 45433 

De a= .. -:: c tor : 

Thank y ou fo= your letter of 1 J~ly and its enclosure . 
I ha··o::: rece ntly rct~ :::- ned from a fairly c:.:tcnsive trip to 
Et!rop~ , with the cai~ objective of naming craters of the 
fa r s.:..de of the mc vn , a meeting of a com:,,i ttee of which I cun 
Chc.i:::-::,an . 

I found the c a ses you sen~ extremely interesting . I 
c:..-:1 r- .:::cicularly pleased Hith your r esume of the Coch:ra~e , 
Kis c~.~in sigl, t ing and your credit line to me . My only minor 
co:n.\1e:~: is that I v;o~ld have :=eplaced the \>lOrd "possibly" by 
"pro:O:..)ly ." 

I see no reason to get excited over the Kans~s City 
sigh~:~g . But apparently McDonald can work up a sweat about 
anyc~.:..~; . I t hink the analysis of a small balloon , probably 
a sa~ -~~ bag hot ai:::- balloon , is probable . Tl1e suggestion 
of a ~:.=ecracker is ~lso reasonable, in vieH of the date . I 
feel ~.:.t ~ot enoug~ attention hus been paid to the date , the 
ev~ni: : ~e ~0re the ?0~rth of July . The description sou11ds , to 
me,~-~- :.:..ke so~e s==~ of fireworks rather than the plastic 
uc.:.:~-.:-.. : am no-:: :f c..."7 . .:..liar wi th all the forms of modern fire­
wo;.- ·. s --: :: :: ·.re ::::- , : ::~--·~ seen so!':lc forms o f flares , often 
col~= ~ = . ~ ~c~ are sa~: U? with a rocket and come down with 
~ p~=- -=~; _:. : g1v~ : :. ~tlc weigh t to tl1e statement tha t re­
flec~-- =~ tre as =~~ld be seen on th~ f lat bottom surface . 
Iio·.·tcv2= :.:2 lines o~ vapor Hould be quite in keeping wi t~1 
some so.:-: <... = f larc . T~ere is no Hay of knm·1ing how far aHay 
it wa s . ::.2y don ' t knm1 its size . However , the description of 
"a sh~l :.~ inverted bowl" docs suggc:::: t to :ne t.he paruchutc . 

I ~~ink that the failu=e of the Air Force to record any 
planes o ::::- =ac1ar indicates that i c vi~~ so;nething quite snhl ll . 
l\ !;C.:trc:; of s ·torC!s in the a:ccn mir1h t prudnc.:\! a dnplic<ltl~ of 
o,.l!t.tL \-/. 11 : oi>'I0 1"Vnc"l . ' l'lt" (l" l :t; r itd j,,,, td "I i•JIII \l• • i•llt l j•:lt I l• • l•· ' ' 
C ltlll" l llt'l tlrt\o/ 11 1

11 l t i .,,,1 lr•>l'/ r '" ' ' ;lird• •rtl \IIIII lit• ' loi•HI llt . .l II" " "' 

• 



/ 

• 

• 

I 

I t 

Lt . Colonel Hector Quintanilla -2- August 5 , 1969 

were t~e kind of .pilosphorescent sparks so characteristic of 
fire~;o::};s . The explosio~ as described is more consistent with 
my GY?:~nation as fireworks rather than a plastic balloon and 
as ,?:lr": o: the explosion, some of the falling debris could hav e 
pro5~=a~ the observation of the two heavy parts . 

\ .; 1 .. "--..L 
~he foregoing i s my analysis for what it i s worth . 

~= interested in getting your reaction . 
I 

'~ith refe r ence to the Jefferson City sighting , I am 
cert __ nly not impressed either with the principal observ e r or 
wi tn ::ynek ' s interview with him . 

Estimates of size and distance mean absolutely nothing . 
~he ~ ~pc is someth~~g like a plastic balloon . One cannot help 
but · - :1de r about t he ::\an ' s eye concli tion . Hm-1ever, he \vas 
obse:~ing through the windshield and such observations can 
alwa:3 be misleading . Could it , for example , have bce:1 are­
flec~~on of the moon? A perso~ seeing such a reflection , when 
driv!:1g , will observe it to maneuver . l ie makes the statenent 
t hat: "a t one time it was directly overheud . " 

At no time does he indicate that he stopped the car , got 
o~": ~~5 observed . ~e c:aims that he observed with both binoculars 
and a telescope . Most certainly t he question should have been 
c.sJ<eC. ·.:hether he trie:: to observe with these instruments through 
his w_ndshield or t~::ough the side windows . Were the side windows 
:.J:> or C. own? h'as tf:e ~o:> down? Otherwise hovl does h e knm-1 it \·Tas - -
Girec~ly overhead? ~:1ese arc v ital questions that should h a ve 
been ~sked . I shoul:3. like to knm" v1hat his eye correction is . 

Le adv ances =: :antastic theory to explain the sighting . 
Fro~ t~e ~escriptio~ : would judge that he has read some of the 
~ord s~~sational bo~:s on UFO propulsion . llis insistence tha t 
t~~ o~:ec~ was def~~~~ely metal also arouses suspicions about his 
a::ct.::;. :::· c..s an obse :--y·e r . Also about his in telligcnce . And I 
t~~n: __ ; ~ lst have =~~d some of the UFO boolcs that insist that 
~~e ;_~ .:: ?c ::ce is t=~~~g to keep this a secret . 

: - =ertai~!~· could have been a plastic balloon , it could 
ha·;~ ~~-=. · - ;~ ~ re~:~=~ions of varied character . It could have 
b~~n : ~~ -= or plane~ . If the observer was looking through the 
glass c: -~a '~indow or windshie l d , the distortion could well have 
been c o! . .:; ~C.erable . At l eas·c it could have been a disk rather 
than a ~oint as he conclcded . 

~3 a final co~~ent , the statement in hi s interview about 
" G force3 '' again indicates some farniliari t y v1i th the jargon of UFO . 
F.i.nally, I thirll~ it is misleucli..n~r of llynck. to h ~\Vc 1;cnl.: hiut n 
!'OJ• / (J i 1Ji. n t: t•1Llt::t1 t •<'V.iPV/ ptlli]il ~ ilf'd ill Ill" 111111•-1111 11r /\111111i1' 
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Scientis ts . 1\nd I am particularly surprised at his statement 
that he might have been "used as a foil . " tvhat is even more 
to t:. .. ~ point , Hynek ' s statement that Condon and the entire 
Natic~3l Academy of Sciences could also have been so used . 

~nether thing that strikes me as peculiar is his con­
tirn .. ;:.:: reference to "World War I helmet , " which is unusual for 
so~G~~e only 25 . He claims to have 20-20 vision , but is this 
wi~~ ~r without glasses? 

As for my evaluation , I would say that the object seen 
cot: l~ very well have been a garment bag . However , until the 
ques~:ons I have r aised about viewing through windows or wind­
shi~-~3 arc cleared up , I would not dismiss the possibility of 
ref l~~~ions ; reflec~ions of the moon, of stars , and possibly of 
othe= lights . However, if the interview is reopened , I would 
stro:-.; ly suggest that: someone other than Hynek ask the questions . 
He s~~uld be asked to 1·econstruct precisely where h e was looking 
and ~?w he was looking , and not giv e him any leading questions . 
Fran~ :y , I do not trust the judgment of the observer . 

Well , Hector , it is easy for me , witi1out any evidence 
othe= ~han in the riles you have sent , to sit back and try to 
=:::o .. .::: :.=uct what mig::t have happened . I c a n be a long v1ay off . 
But if I have at least suggested some n ew leads and new thoughts , 
I sha:l be satisfied . 

I t begins to look as if I shall do the children ' s book 
on U?0'3 . If so , I shall want to ge t as much photographic 
mate=ial from you as I possibly can . 

• 

With my very best r egards and many thanks for your 
conti ~~ed interest in my evaluations , I am , 

Cordially yours , 

• 
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NORTH\7ESTE~N UNIYE~SITY 
1:\'A-..:STO~, I' .u-..:OIS ~01 

• 

D:" I'A~'!'.\.::. 'T 0:: ASTROSO~\Y 

• 

7:: ::!)ETR) 
~~s-~rch and Aeri~l PhenoT.ena Division 
·:~ · c:.~ :: - Patterson Air For c e Base 
c-:--.:.~ .:..5433 

\ ...... """' .. l-\. ..... '- .... . TDPT (UFO) 

Your letter o: 3 M~rch 

~ o · .... . Lt . Col . Eector Quintanilla 

• 

Lli':DHI!IMHR ASTRO:-IOM!CA!. RI!Sr!ARCH CPJ-.:Tf!lt 

10 March 1969 

-:. Enclosed is the~ : ~ ~~ transc r i?tion of th case , and the · 
Li e~·~a case of Coch~ene . '·' i sconsin . 

~ . Si~ce the fo~.~= t ~~nscription contains material which should 
c ~-:-~ .::. ;--ly be .:tt le~s ~ c.c:::-::..nistrativ ely confidential , I \vOuld appreciate 
yo~~ co~s idering it s~ a~d labeling it appropriately . 

J ' -- _,. t.< '"' r.K D . . 1·---· . 1 .. ~..!- , ~= e. : j :-
- ~~~~ --- ~ - - ~ - ·~ -· •• • 1\. ·- h _. _ _ ..:-. .::- . !'-rono. · - '- - -,_searc 

,. t . . ....... .... .... ...... :- = "" - n nl" ' t:'l·· ~- - ·· · --- --1\ --- · .. \ __ ...., __ . - _, ,. . ... . .... ,.. ""\ , 
.,.• •- - "' - .-..- "'' "' 015 I _, . c...... .. ... . .. .... - J. - ... -

Center 

' " ,_/ .) 
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TRA~SCRIPT OF PHONE CONVERSATION BET\~EEN HYNEK & NETZ 

ll Is Mr . there? 

M :his is he . 

H Hc: l l, Hi, this is Allen Hynek at North\o~esLern University . 

M HO\J do you do sir. I didn ' t get to see you when you were down . 

H No , and I'm sorry about that . Hhat happened? 

M Well, I ' ll tell you what happened . There were several things that 

happened . 1) I didn ' t get a phone call telling me tvhen to meet you 

l~tter or KRI!X1!, and I didn ' t know exactly \vhen to meet you . 

H Well now, I definite ly sent the letter, because •• so something just 

must have gone wrong , because I was sort of , when I got off at the airport 

there in Columbia I was l ooking around for you . 

Well , the mail service , I guess, didn ' t come through that time . Pr obably 

what happened I built a new home , sec, and they probably got the mail 

confused. 

H Yes . Something must hove happened because I was definite ly disappointed 

in not seeing you ther e. Then , I thought , my reac tion, unfortunately, 

I gues s , \-.las t he t.;rong one . I thought to myse lf, wel l, He doesn 't care 

e:-::-ugh about \.,' t .. : s , so 

~1 :f j I c ::: re en ou~~ about it, but I also am not uncoutl} and therefore, I 

·:.•::::::1 ':: bo :1h e =:- e I haven ' t been intended to go or invited, and so 

.:::-.. s c?quently I d id not, since I did not receive your l etter, or your 

ph~ne call , I figured that you had made other plans, and I excused it 

:-: t!'l"l t level. 

11 YE:: :;; . ~~ell , ,lM~ - no runs , no hits and two errors . Uh? 

M Abs :> lutely right . I r ea lly didn ' t - this didn ' t bother me at a ll. 

3y 

I 
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I thought , Well, he has a busy schedule and l1e obviously had to make 

·J t!t 
other plans . I know university very well , and I thoughL , well , possillly 

"1 

thay insisted on taking him to dinner that evening or something, and 

k·tc-,.;ing that , I just excused it . 

Well, so mucl1 for that . You ' ll be probably some~hat dis turbed to t• ear 
_,.... ......... .-.. .. ,.... ............... . . , ,... J . ... ,. • 40 '" ....... .}'""\~ ..... -- ......, ......... ~ .... f ... • 

that the Air Force has tentatively classificcl --n-otv·I d:i:dfl.!.-1:..;-- ~he-·P..i.~ ..-. ·~ ... ,. "' .,_...., .. ,. , ~ ................ --~•-..v--.•~"" -""• ---~~· ..A.'"''·""-._.,..,~." _....,. • 
{ 

f.oroe-te~t-at:ivE:-ly ident-:i:-£-ied you..., sighting DS a hot air balloon . 

N I see . 

H What is your reaction to that? 

}l I thinlt it ' s f~nny . 

H I thought you \-lOU !d. 

M In fact , I not only think it ' s funny . I think it ' s rid iculous. 

H Because , nm11 the basis for it , however, they did have some basis . It 

was, your Chief of Police down there , Claude E . Short , finally answered 

thei r l e tter . ~-= -;.·:-ote , 11\-le are sor ry that we have no t ans\llered your 

letter before n~~ . However, I was absent from my desk for severa l weeks 

and upon my re t~ =n I inquired about any complain ts being received on 

any observati o~ s of th i s kind and received word that we did have com-

o'!. a.:.nts , so fi= s t off l et ' s check \llhat those complaints were . Upon 

: ·.::-:-:e r inve~::!. g~t .:. on personally it appeared that some l oca l kids had 

j:: :~d a substa~ce of some sor t in a pla s tic bag that ~i~ cleaners use 

·- - ~ ~ -urli g--- · --·. _ • ~ ,_ 1 ...: - • e - ,:, to customers after they have been c l eaned, and 

~ f -~ : inflating the garmebt bag in some way the substance gives a l igl1ted 

ef.:ect and it floats off into Lhe a)r ." 1\nd this \o~as signe~ 

M h~~ I even know the boys tl1at d)d it . 

H Qn~sMxe¥ You do? • 



( 
( 

• 

Metz - 3 

' l ,,..} ~·'. • . • I,, _, 
• . I , I I ; ( . , ~ , • • • 

- Oh sure . The Highway Patrolman ' s son . -. • • • • ' . .. ./I • • • • 

II Nmo~ that ' s funny . 

M And I know who did it and one of them was a professor at Lincoln ' s son , 

(: :aught here at Simonson ' s here for three years and know most of 
• 

these kids) and th ey even to l d me that they ,.,ere going to d o that . And 
II·· ·' J I 

/, .. ·r· • • • • • 
~~cept this one thing . 1'hat \-lOS no~ the night that I sat-7 the thing . 1 • • 

-- ~ ~~r 

H ~ow th at ' s a nice poin t . Well , this gives me the information I need 

b~cause I ' ~ going to be there at Wright Field this Friday and this i s 

:~e of the cases that they wanted to close out on and I will point out 

r:ha t this • J.S not so easy . 

Xo , it isn't , • SJ.r . 

I hope that I get a chance t~eally meet you and this 

remarked here that s wife makes good coffee ! 

M You ' re always welcome and if you ' re ever in this area you ' r e we lcome t o 

stay in my home if you ,.,ish. I'm sure i would love to meet 

yoll . lie ' s one of the nicest men that you ' d ever meet . And he \-.1as my 

bota~y profes sor and \ole got to be very good firtuH{s friends and s li.ll 

a~e , and even though that ' s been many years ago now; I ' m in graduate 

school , and we 're still close friends . 

H T\oJO other th:.~gs I \-7ant to ask you . First off, Hhen - ho\-7 many 

~:. ; .. :s :Oefor e or a:te:- the sighting did the garment bag incident occur. 

M 
~. 

\.,; -. • - ,.. ._.,_- -o-o 
-.. \va.:> ::> ·•·- before then . . - .... L. _ ...... ~ .,..; 

~~· • ._ .. ' t ,. IJ, t' ·' J.'... r ,/t" . ' 
11 5::.~ ::~e before . • 1 

· I 
J , , : ,,. ·'-

l-1 YcL 1 ~ ~ave to know Mr . to understand the letter that they received . 

I ~~n·t want to rid e anyone down at all , I don ' t believe in that, but I 

and css his heart, he does th e best 
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job he can , but j udging from the letter that you r eceived, it ' s typica l . 

The time is wrong, the dale is wrong , everything else is wrong . Fro•n 

~h.=t you read he just doesn ' t make sense . This man i s 

b. And 

ersonally, 
• 

! t~ou ld not . Of course , any one e l se , t hey have t heir opinion. 

H r,: l l, I suspec ted as nuch . You r eal ly aren ' t te lling rne too much that 

I d i dn' t already suspect . 011 yes , another thing I want~d to ask you . 

H Yes . He won ' t ta l k . Absolu tely not . 

H : shou l dn ' t say in=o~~::o . I should say i ncommuni cado . 

~~ Yes , he just won ' t 

H E~ just won ' t, huh? 

M He ' ~ just as soon le2ve i t a l one . 

H Ko; , ~hen you folk s ~hre l ooking at t his f r om the airport , you ntentioned 

t :.-:::-: were three you stopped . ~NMXRKD~~~« At the bluf f , at the 

J~~:~~~ Junk Yard, ~~ the Ozark Airport . Arc you , is it possibl e a t 

: h.:. :.:.-.e , I ' r:t n:): :::::-er r i ng to the first tt~o t imes , but i s it poss ible 

a
.., .. __ _ 
.... -··- . tha:: ~-~e re - it was so far away that iL could have been 

~ · --~ e- ~o r st r' '··-=- -- ·· . ... a a • 

M Ko~ it couldn ' t , bec ause t.Je hnd a telescope . We wer e looking through the 

t e:eJ-"pe and as you know e ven the larges t mn gnitude of stRr wil l not 

• • • 

II t~i ll ro t: magnify, quite: rich t. 

.,. 
. ... : I' . ,,... . -,5 I 

1
, ., o . 

II / 
• J .. 
~ I .... . . 

- ' 

• 
/- t(r'" r 

, 1- .... . ,., 
/ 

, ., .~ ,.,., ... . J - -

I 

' 

I 

l 

l 
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M will not magnify in a typi:al 40-pm-.7er refracting l ens, and con sequenLly 

. 
this wou ld be an impossibility because this thing did magnify . 

Il This thing showed a definite, tl1cn, apparent l y showed a definite di s k . 

M I~ showed a definite disk . 

H ~35 it in fact spherical, or was it, well, of cours~, originally , it was 

Eke you say WWI helme t. 

Il \-laS still that t-1ay, it t-1as obviously . f id~a~lane~ -~e flat part of 
' . 

~t plane to the ground, if it ' s possible for anything to be pl ane in 

-=~ ls Universe . 

H ~ell, this, I'm very glad to have this thing - you know , the first note s 

I took on your, on the first talk we had, I must say that I have misplaced 

them . I have the report , original report and you have the drawing of 

~he, well it looks like the helmet and the track it took, and so forth 

and I recollect you said something about some objects dropping off 

i t or out of it . 

~~ Ye s sir . There was no door that I could sec . This is the thing that 

r ea lly bothers me . I just absolutely couldn ' t understand this . Because 
• 

v.•:!. t h in my experience, Dr . Hynek , I have always expected for something 

to :·· out of s o:::e ::hing , there must be an opening . Hel l, the brightnes s 

~= ::._s thing was no t such, once you were out from underneath it , that 

:·~~ ;J~ ldn 1 t see:!.: . You know , it was not that bad at all. The terrific 

~~~ ~-=~~ss was ~~an I was underneath it when we came over the cliffs . 

A~d ~J I could see itxxig quite easily and it was r ight over the fl l od 

plai~5 , the river bottom, ovcrthis, and I imagine I was no more than 

a c '.:" r !:er of a mile fr.Q!!l_ tl;., and it t-.7aS huge> , you kn0\-1 . I said over .,;__ .... _ -- ...... ftpJ~---
300 f·~ ct across1 and there t-1ere no doors th Dt opened . These objects 

• ·- ·- • •~ .,., •. - .r .. ,.. _ _ _ _ ..... --- ...- .._. _ 
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seemed to come out o[ the material, just out of this bright light 

underneatl1 the thing . And they took off at unbelievable velocity . The 

G :o:-ces involved, well they twuld crush any living thing that I knO\o~ of. ·--
Th~ ~Z?id rate at which • 

- ' . they go off in the same direction or in • • H -- -
N • . one went north and one went cast . And I rentember that just off hand; 

I : an never forget it . 

H : =:s , no\o~ , I remember that's what you did say before . 

M Y~s sir, and you'll have to admit l1aving seen this some time ago , it ' s 

a li ttle d i fficult t o remember each detail . It ' s so vivid in my mind 

f~~m the fact t hat I d id sec it . I dont ' care any one can say anything 

they want to, now ~hen people ask~ me about it I just tell the average 

L- :loto~ , no I didn 1 t so:.: anything , I \·laS just ktlding, becaus e peop le 

t:~nk you ' re an in~ec:le or something, and in my pesition- I plan to 

t e s ch at the Unive=s:~y this summer and also I ' m an elementary principal -

H Yo~ are a principal of the school now aren ' t you? 

M I ~~ now. And I just don ' t like ~the notoriety that this sort of thing • 

lJ~ : l, let me put i: : his way . In Missouri particularly . Now if! 

was a=~~g my profe5sc~ friends , the intellectua l group , them I could 

dis:::;.:;; :.his and I hsve , and there ' s no problem there . But d otm here 

:.r. ::.~ s:icks, S ·:) t o speak , j ust 30 mi les at-Jay from the University He ' r e 

• • -.. ::~ks , y~~ j:.!S ~ don ' t see things like that , if you knoH what • =--··-
I ....... , ... • • _c.; • • • 

H Ye s , _ ·-~:1 0t-J exactly to~h a t you mean ; the real problem is, " How arc He ever 

goir~ :u get thi s to, ge L a r eal scientific attaclt on it , be~attse you . . ~ .. . .. - --..... .. .... ··- ---...... - . , ·~ ,. . ... .. 
kn o~ tt1e Condon report is out tl ow . • .• . . .. .. ... -· 

I 


