
• 

# 

• 

, 

~-~·---~ .------------------~------------------------------------------------------ ~*-~ ·~~ :·--------. . i 
r "VJ t: \... I IVV f ~ J\ 1: \...V 1"\ IJ 

2. LOCATION 

28/0ll 9Z Grand Haven, Holland , Micnig~n ( 3 wi\.ness) 

--·--· --------------------~----------------------------------------------------------------------~ l 
1

3. ~;Otlr.Ct 

Ci vilic;.r, 
---- · ------ - -------· 
. 1. Nl HJ,E1.(P. OF :J3J ~CTS 

2 

10. CONCLUSION 

• 

(1) 
... ( 2) 

UNIDENTIFIED 
Astro (VENUS) 

t 
• • • 

• 
, 
• 
'I 

f 
I 

~----·--------------------+----------------------------------------------------~------------------' '. j 
J o LEN GTH OF 03SERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 

l hou ~ ll ~inutes 
~ -- -------------------~ l l .. T'r' P E OF OB3~RVATION 
• 
! c ...- - ·· ~...:: _ ,,.;-· := 1 ' BX) 
~ . •.), -·"""" -\::)--.. _. 

, 
• 

l 

' l I 
( 

' ~ 
' 

• 

• 

SEE CASE FILE 

. • • • 
• 

... .. . . 
'I , . """' - o -'--- -"'-'-

---~~=-----------------~ ~ 
~ . Pt1 ') TOS 

:.. Y.-s 

• 
i 

.;l. No • 
• 

f ?. PHYSICAL EV : )~NCE 
I 

n Ye c: 
L)c No 

F OR4 
FTD SCP63 0-329 (TD E) Pr.vloueedlt.lon a ~f thleformma)'beu .. d , 

• 

·~--------------------:--------·------------~~----------- . - . ·-·--- -

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

0 ,. 

0 . 0'75 of the field. width, or three degree G. As a refe rence, an ob j ect 

sub :~ndirig three: de~rccs at a distance of ten l'lilc r, 'H>uld. have a. ct·tame tc r 

.::> 1 - ..., '"' ;' ~' t':lo t o_ - - -.J .. J - ~\..,; • I f the comparison "'i th t ·he moon ci vcn by the '.ri tnesses is 

-.- --- - , ,... _ . . . . d 
v~: .. =.. . _nv vea , an object subtcndine 1/~ the dia.met,cr of the moon , o~ 1/12 

the same distn.ncc , would have a diameLer of 75 feet . Of all 

uas c l osest (his s econd sigh t ing) and his descriptior, 

o::" ::-1~ appearance is s o:ne\-that more de tailed thC!n the o t bers. He vas 3 . . , 

m::.'2. ::s from the cl cG e~t. p0~sible position ot the ob.je:ct , o1Jtaine d fro~n 

ir ~2-·sect ing his las: vic:f ~rith 

s:. :.: ·= '\-las 1/6 the diame-:~:~ of the noo~. (which he cave as 1/h i nch at a nn ' s 

l er. ; th , correctly) , t:!e r,=forc , t}:}e oest size e c tiu1atc comes out to be 30 

_ .... --­..... _ -- - .,; .. Ho-..rever, t nese ..:.-:.. .!t:! estirna t es a:re h i ghly unr (:liahle : 

~c: ~zample , said a~ ~,ime that t:;e object would be as big as a lJasebaJl 

.:.:. -: .-.2 distance of a -;, :-::~ 500 feet away, which is at tne limi~ of angular 

r.; 3 : :.~tion of t~e r:;.::-.=:. t~ eye : a point - source '\-Tould look t hat big, a nd a 

b ::-:::. _:.-.:, point- sou ~c-::: ·,.( :):.:.ld look c onG iderabl y bigger • 

• • 
C ,.... "'.::>'*'t-

V . - - J -

. 
- · -= ·" ...... ' e r co _ ....... ..;J \,;.. - v v and ) i ndicat ed that the 

~ai a blue - s~e~~ patch o f light on its lrn1er l eft quadrant , ar1d 
• 

~ ....... - - - ·· - "' - on - -=- -~ . ._!.l 

id t hes e appeared to -
• • ,... ... - - - · - -. ~e a - ::. •·-·- ~- -·- -- - :: o _ a ni ~2:~ease j_n brightness . 

P,...- . 
,:::.. .., -... - ..... - - ... Q - -- • '"""' . ~ '"" ... d L. -·· ... I ~c .tc .-r .... r ..!.-.:_ J quu. ... ~ant- . 

J:he objects seen ut 9 : 00 PN 

"' only a green 

• 

and his r i der also 

thes') lights , a s did the objec t seer ~ through bi no":ulnr:J a. t 9 : 30 . 

• 

• 
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S ul'rl:n3. r v .. 

In this one - day i nvL:sLicatioL ma ny wi tnesses kt luvrn to hav e reported 

an o:J .!ect on the ni ght ir · qqes t i on were- not interviww·cd; thf. i ntervi e"'s 

'vie -:--:: .:onfined. to the three parties men :ioned. '.rherei'orc all conclusions 

t=-:::.-: ~an be dra\.;n ore tenta t i v e . 

I t appear.::; c~r:.~in t :1::tt the initial siGh l: i l!.C by 
~ and 

located !:h r~ e !::ilcs ~'1 o:r th o.f Hollancl a nd oe ·:~':f ·:~ cl 

""' ; , =· ~ ou.L. l .. J_ - - ...J v 
its nl,~itu~e , if tl1e elcvn tior1 est trn~ t~s arc 

b-::l ·~ e 1:ed, would have bee: : l!:'ss than 1000 fee~ . The an~les of v iew are 

6 5 .:-...: :;rer.:s apart , probe.-::1:.- too \vide an angl e ·~o be cove red b y ur: airplane 

- !:I ~ •• : - C' 11.' ght . 
--· .. . - . -:..> 

Since these :::.!. : !·. !: :.:-.gs occurred a t, the same t iT'le tha 

c~j 2-:: -:. :lue "Vrest. frc~ i::.::i "..:; his house , 
could not have been see .i.ng 

. , 
~~e • • • - , - ~. c o J e "'t, • ~ =-... :.... . ~ • possi.ble t hat he was lo~ti11g at Venus , ~vhich 

' -- · ~ r 
- \,., l - in the sky· '"l ­·- . 

• - ..... ...... 
J~ .l ...... time of his sighting Ghan he later believ ed 

. . b , - - - - p ,-o oen - ..., I. ~ . -~~ . ~ ..... • 1.: :.·;.~ 'C object was Venus , i t set either bela'.; the 

iv=.. s 

. . t ·-- . ... _ -- _,...... '"" 
- ' t ,.- , ·-- .. .. ...., ._..,. ~ -- ' 

- --... ,., .. • "": :- .::. - ~ -:3 1 ,..... 
...,., -- .. """" ;:. - -"-. -
-- ~ =.. - .... - • • 

C ,... ~- ""' -
... ) t :.; - .. -

• , -..... ~ 

of clouds i n the ues~ , prlor t o sightinc; of 

disappeared f r om the westerly posit ion and 

• • :.r ."'t l C 0. to the nor t hHest , appears to 

e rveJ t o come ra:pidl.J fr o:~1 t ne 

south • !:."'t ..... . ... 
c.:.. •• - stop abrt..tptly over t h0 road. : these l:i.ne s of sicht conv~rce t e n 

mlles .i.':r-:. .:: ·~ he lake :...; bore and north oi' Grand. Haven . 
'l1lte s u rldcn J very fas t ' 

left. - Lo-~·ici lt movement uc'-~n 'by 
, fol1 O\I C U. by u sLop of extr eme 

• 
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a.b ~ptness, mar well be t~l~cn as ¥That 1·eported as a sudde n appear-

an~~ of the obJect to hls right . 'l'he lines of sight urc 2) degreea apart , 

probably \·Tithin the ranGe over vrh:lch landing lights couJ d appear bright t,o 

·v': l:~ observers. 

If that is true , then 

i::-;olve<l Venus , for 
,.,.., ... . -

• 

' s later views t:!ou.l d r.ot have 

• 

test i mony tends to shovr that Venus 1:as no 

l~~ber visible ( or ,~~s temporaril y obscured) £rio~ to the sudden appearance 

o~ tne object he sa~, in t he north,.;est . On the other he.ncl , it i s poss i ble 

v iews e~cept the first two {one correlating with 

, one with ) were i n fact views of v~nus, since he co1tld 

::~ loncer see ei·the~ ~0 the north-~rest or the southwes t . I 

It should be ~e~tioned tna says he di cl see Venus at .J.. ' v :le 

s2..--~ time n.s he s2.·.; ~:,e .:' irst object: Venus , he says , :·las higher ir: the 

s ~::: ani slightly of where he saw the fi.rst object . The o ~hers also 

does 11ot l ook like what they savT. However, the 

s·J.".:·~~ ~t oi' Venus h:.:-: been brought up prior to this invectigation, and so 

it ·.,-0uld be well to i~7:termine the exact s~tt i.ng time of Venus . 

According sc ephemeris-based calculations, Venus should have set 

~--~: : ·.:-: :·::2 degree r:c ::-::-: oi' '\.rest at 8:t5 P}-11, EST. At 8 : 20, it '\vould have 

the horizo!l, and about three degrees south of 

nearl:r '..r~.ere - - ......-y - -' ~ - flrst sa"Yl an object . UnlPss there ~rer~ 

the wes tern horizon, Venus should have be e ;1 v isibl e throuehout 

the to an observer CFlpable of see i ne; Hithin 1. 5 degrees of the 

• 
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A timetable o f event3 , vli t h cons ide rable uucert2vinty , would go 

as fol lO\.J'S : 

I 

8:19 

8 : 20 

8 : 22 

8 : 25 

8: 27 

8:35 

8: 36 

lled by d ispatcher : 
·sees objeet to SW . 

k hearG call and 

• 

. . 

ove rhears call : see s obje~t t o uest . 
s"!;arts north , J , ~ • ... <."] 

\Ta ~cnes OOJe~ ~ .. .::>\' . 

sees ob ,j':.- c t to NH . 
a t objec t in vre st , re turns 

oes outs ide to lool'~ 

indoors and calls office. 

urns (10\Ht Riley St:t·eet ; Heerspink drive s up 
Ce ~E:lr St r eet . t s coat , not \-latc :ling. ~ 

. -. 

oes outside a gain : 
s u1:.2nl / a pp ears . 
mo-:~ to pos i t :ton over road. 
o":Jj :=ct in \vest . 

first object ~one, second 
s:.:cs obtjec c suddenly 
Hassin.k still dri ving to•.var d 

l oses ob ject behir J. dvnes : . t arr1ves a 
A 

f:. :- =.1 position, s ees object i n \·rest ; still watchi ng 
0 -.._ . C> '""4. .: ~1 1\11'11 . u ., ..... '~ v J. 1 .1 ~ 

oses ob ,jec t - faded or move·l do~ . .rn behi::J d t r ees . 

8 :37 ees obje c t disappear su~l..denly vith i ns t antaneous 
r;:c~icn to SOllth . 

9 :00 seen obje,:!ts to south. 

9 : 30 a report UFO in middle of county : 
~.n binoculn:cs . 

::::1e p :Linci;<.: o~.je~tions to some p oss i ble expla~at ions (a) the 
b:-: ::.:..-.~ s:; , (b) 't.l12 s fiape ani size , a nd ( c) the rar)i u mcJl: ions of ·che ob._iects . 
Ti12 z .::::..:·. oe dealt w-i:.t to s ome degree of c onfidence . 

3rightne~s . UFO r epor ts vr.:: re receive:j. at Ot Lo . .ra County Sher i7'L's 
Depa:-:T.!~~t by the i nver.>Ligator, wh :i. ch i nvolved an ex trc~::,~ly 1) -:·l ghL obj e c t 
l)osj.t,;_·:·::ly :lde ntified as Vcntw . This took plar~e "Li1e e·ven:Lnc o:r the .i.nv t.= s Li -
~ 

gnti c~ ) 1: ~:~ ::-ch 3. a s s ur prised t o see v~nus l c· .. r i n Lhc sky at t1 : 20 Pt:l 
t't1s: ... :1it_;i.1t - l1e said his ob.~ect was muc£! b~:i e;htcr , ou L Venus \.ras Gecn l~hroue;h 

tl'~es and appea red 2 - 3 mn.;:;nl tud.es di r ·than norn~al. 

• 
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• 
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A 250 candl0power landin g lignt focnssea to n 10-rlcgri;e be~n \T i 11 

appe;.'t-:- to be of mac;ni tude - G at u distance of Gen miles - O\'CY' "t-e n tlr.t,..!S 

as Venus. However , i n one case the 1Jeam \{ic1 Lh \vould have had to 
• 

·i:) ~ :. ) tlegrees , reducin:::; the b rightness to ma.g:1i tude -2, d-tmme.r tha!• Venus . 

Any bright light against u 1>] ack backgrou:~~d apJ1ear3 

:::-c .~ :::1 and of ~O:'tS ide rable • 
s~ze . The witnesses e;a.vc cr::atly varying cstiinates 

c.:: ~izc , fro!n 1/12 (l~t:;ree to thr:::e degrees , fo.~ .. the ~ar.1~ object . 

es.· · :.: the size as tha,_, o~ a 1)o.se1>all n.< .. 500 feet., idr~:-:~1 is abo~J.L ore ~ni.lli.-

:;~~=_ian o:r three m;_pJ;tes of arc - actually a brie;ht point source 

\.(.' ~.2.d look bie;r;er t h::.r-. tr!aL , owintj to spreading of li~~ll.~ in t!1e eye . 

The Ted -·:-. n .. G;. . ...... and left of' the ma i n ,.,hi 1:e 

i -'·-~- i·rer_e o1.-.~erv e~~ .: ., .. ,.....,-..;•~e ~tJ~r these .- .. _ "! ... ~ 1 U ..., - _ : • ..J ...:. l.1 ... \. V ' " J. • .. •v - l '- ' of course , 1·To,J.ld fit t':le red 

-
~ - . 
t;.. . .. -

• 
:~een runn~n; 

' . . ,., ~ .,- ... 
-- .. ... .J -- of an airpl3.ne . 

1~otions . T~-~ ~ost strikinz motions were thos~ r eported h-

( O" .:;!>· · ........ e,-::-.,... tole=--,.,. .: . ...... c ..; ..... ....._"- v - - ..:J - v _... \,.., 1 .1. ancl ( s't1ot out 

not desc r ibe t.he 

-::ct::::-: - it ~ras ''~00 :ast to i'ollo-;4'". He said at o~:e poi n L t.ha t it 11 just 

~ . ~ ... -,.. .. ... - .- .. .._- ..... . -· -- . - ~ ~ 
......... --- - -- "" -- - ~- """'"' ' -- hL.:t I .~:u.2.(;_ tell uhi~:l way it \-ient" - 1:1ear.ing t hat all motion 

. -' ....... - - ... -- 0""' -·-- '"" - .. .,:.,.. - - -. -:."-i~ l.' nsta.n t of disa:r-;-.-v:.a .... a !1 .... e .. . "' ... J?l:' - .J.. - • ·- -Ile (lld r1or . ... 
:lv 

• ,_n ,.. ;l '" t ..::> ~ -
- -···- - -. J see 

• r,c- - --.. - .. - , 
- . 
~ ­..... .... 1 ~ .. ~ - 'V"'' ,-.. 

--- t..~ - i'- r 1
. . .J.. 

0 li;!1v . Under the c:!. rclUlnt.n.nces , i t is en t.!. relj· 

to suppose that there was an involuntary imp ::cc ss iou of m0t :i.oll, - - -
·out :-10 a~tual moti.on. The 1 i ght s iioply 1-1en t 

If the sudde n ~ppe~.~·ancc seen by t i C ·tdcd \·d. t h 

obe~rva t ion of fast, n!ot i.on from the left , t.llerC' i .s <:!One -i_(~cnahle s 'J._r.por L 

• 
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for the idea that the lic;ht simply turned S>n. suddenly. ln any case 1 the i'ac t 

that Heerspink had been watching an object to his left a.nd then uuddenly saw 

an objec -t s t raicsht ahead would be enoul3h to explain t he impression of swift 

motion :'~om lef t to right. T~is _is a "\-Tell-kno\·Tn phenomenon of perception. 
. . 

r:=:::.e jtunps from left to rie;ht and up-and-down all subtended eight dee;reen 

or less . I nvoluntary motions of the ey~...: could account f or these jumps entirely. 

It i s s:!. ~nificant that Grysen did not see the westerly object move exc.ep~. u~_!! 

he was o·_: :.doors and had lost. the ·HinclovT as a sta.bili~ing r eference . 

was sure ~hat vhe n he vras v ie·\ving an object wit h well-brace<l binoculars i t 

j umped. -.-ertically out of t 'te J~ield of view - but that is exactly how 1.t u oul d 

move w~ti the binoculars resti ng on the curved surface of a patrol car roof. 
f 

• 

Le..ct:.i :-.c; Qb serving experi er.-:e with rr.ac;nifying optics , a "rTi t nesn could uell f ail 

to reali:~ that what loo}(S like a laree motion could be caused by a motion of 

b ir; c~L:.lars too small -:.c feel. 

I:: shor t , there is nothing about the observed. motions t hat cannot be 

accoun":.e.::. :'or b y well-k:co·,i:! properties of perception. 

Conclusions 

appearance of t:;ose object s which are not identifiable uith Venus 

is sir.:ila::- to that ex--pe c:.~:i f' rom air craft landing lights. Hovever, since no 

spec i :'i,; ::·2..::.. ;-~:.s could be iientified1 this conclusion does not prove that the 

cause: 1.-.-::..:3 :.:. :"'e..~t airplar:= la.:--lding lights. The e.xistence of t he similarity, 

however, !:19.}-:es it impossible to conclude that a defi nitely u nconventional 

object was present. The objects r emain unidentified , meaning neit her kno\,Tn 

to be unco:1ventional or knuwn to be convcnt:lonal. 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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Posi tlon of Venus from Grand Haven 1 Michigan 1 l-1a.rch 1 , 1967 (U'l') 

J,onGi t~de of Grand Haven (Lo.keshore ) 
• 

Side~e~l Time at Ol20UT1 l~rch 1 
( 8 : 20 PM EST, Feb . 28) 

P.i . r"' -' -....... ,....., Ascension of meridian, Grand Haven 
~ 

- _ ,.., -R. . 
-L t:. ~ .. .., u . .. scens~on of' w. horizon, Grand Haven 

R. . i - .-.-•• - o·- ....J Ascension, Venus, 0120 UT, J.farch 

Venus to reach geo&nctric horizon 
uncorredted for deelination 

D 1 . t' f v +_, ,. 40 1 ec ~~a 1on o enus = 

1 

Correction due to declination 

Tir.-=, Venus to reach g~o~etrlc horizon 

5h 4hm 56s 
• 

llh 5?m 13s 

6h 07!Jl 17::; 

Oh 07fn l7S 

Oh 24m 36s 

19s 

+6m 12s 

23m 3ls 

• 

• . . 

Tiffie of Venus-set , c;eo:=-.ctric horizon = 8:43:31 Plll EST, February 28, 1967 

of Venus , 
# 

c : 20 Pl-1 EST = 4. 27 ° above geometric horizon 

Ele·.~s..: ior. of Venus 1 8 : 36 PH EST = 1. 34° above ceometric horizon 

A . . . ,..., .... ~ -., 
,(J _ ..... - .,I ... o~ Venus, • 

Az.i:·::t:.i;~ of Venus , 8: 2:6 ?H EST = 2710 

1 

I 
• 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

• 

I 
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Sightine:c at Grand Jinven and Hollar:a.l. Michl( .nn 
February 2-' , l9Y 7 

- · 4 

\~illi.am T. Powers 

• 

• 

- • 

In response to ne\-TS reports and telephoned repor~s to the Dearborn 

• 

Obse:r·vatory , an invest. i ga tion \-Tas conducted into reports of an ob,ject sie;ht.cd 

. ,.., . 
·• ,... ' -- O"-"a .~o..o • .J V V rr 

• 

County by 

There were ~eportc of other si0ltincs as well, which were not 

,.:~ "r -, .. .:.. ly · t • ~ . ..~. ___ .._ .... 1.nves 1.ga ~...~ ·::. . 

A meeting ·Has set up for Narch 3 in the Ottoua County Sheri ff ' s 

ancl 

!)c~ ::1::--tment offices , vi~~ L~1e above - mcntior;ed officers present . After "the 

th:--e e men had c;iven t heir s tories , visits were made to each point from 

,,;[:.:. :::: a sighting \vas ::a:ie , and la te r photographs \-Tere taken from ident ifi-

able positions for t~c p 1.rr:pose of obtaininG anGle measurements . Personnel 

a-.:. : . '?-nd Haven AirpGr :. a~ d. FAA controll ers a t t4uskcgen County Airport 

( :..~ :::iles north of Gra:d. Haven) were interviewed to establish possible 

ai:-~ :-c.f~ operations cr! -.:. :::e night in question . 11he results obtai ned s uggest 

~ n~- ~ ~ ob~ect ~'a~ ~{ -~ -~d ~·"hl."ch ..., ,, _ .., c;.;.. l c.J " ;;;) v- :;:. -- ,_ n • vras not the planet Venus and not clearly 

ai:-::--8.: ... ~ ~-~i t.h its la::i::-_g lights on, but enough ambiguity remains that it 

i s ' -- - - - ~ ·- le 
-·- .... '·- ..; .::::;: ..!.. .J - to cor.c2: .::.e that 1vhat was seen ,.,as unconver-tional. 

The Report s 

and h:Ls 1vj fe we r e :i. n o. ne1-r bcachi' ront cottae:e , w orkin[~ 

on re11~o:l2ling it, when a call vra:::; heard over a moniLor rndio i n t he cottae:e : 

the dispatcher at Ot to\vC! County Hc11.dqu<Jrters \TLl.S asking 
' 

then in a patrol car in Holle.nd , whether he co~ tld see an object which an 

- 1 -
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unidentified civilian ho.cl reported by telephone . 
suj_d no, bu t t hat 

he was headed north on High\-lay 31 and would soon be clear o e the city. At 

tha:. ~ime, 
, in his patrol car about 20 niles north of 

• 

• 

\·la s.s i nk and about 14 miles from the lakefront overheard t he call, and 

r a :. .: ced that he had a b right obj e c t in view to the south\-lest . Angle rr.ea sure-

mer::.:; r.1ade with refere nce t o landmarks and the r oa d 
St reet near 

Ave -::.:. ~ , Grand Haven) sho~..red that 
dlrcc tion of view wa.s about 

30 :":.2gr ees south oi' 'wesL , or b earine 210 degrees . '.rhis sighting took place 

wi t r . .:.!! a fe\-1 seconds of the radio· message , and s o ¥ias j u G L a f ter 8 :19 p . m. 

T\-To to thre e 

c~ :::.: 2.and and abou: ,... . . ... ,. - -. ,,:::.s 
L.,. · ' • • ....... 

lat er 
' , now locate d at t he north edee 

, r eport ed s ic;ht1 ng a brieht 

o~ JE; -:: to the nor"Gh'l-res:. ; -oy landrila.rks , the bearing t o the ob ject was 

• proceeded north • Ab out 1/2 mile 

f ur-:.:·.e :-- , 'T..rhere Highwa~/ ~l cros ses Lakewooj blvd., a comparison of brightness 

b •r 
./ 

• • -,, - .... } 'f"'l _..., _ .. a cluster of light s on a pole ove r a railroad 

y :;.rd : -:f:e object was ::---~;. orteri t:tn being much brighter. The lights were 

. ~ ' 
~ ·l.e•• !:)- •-a· · "" .,., __ t_. 

' 
~~~ l"nve~ t ~ -~- ~~ a L ...., . .. - -- v - C!:: - ...., \,.,. - l, night , and would be of s t ellar magnitude -8 

t c - ].:: ..:- =-~ bright er :.·-:::. !: Venus. At this point the angle oi vievT was about 

280 -
~ ;'t - - .=.:. -, ... _ .:::-- - ... ~ . 

p r oc2e .jed t o Riley Avenue , l-1/2 ~ilea far t he r nort h, 

\vhich p c::..:-1:. t he objec t appeared to be nearly over Riley Avenue , \·Thich i s an 

e ns-1.. ~.rc ~:.. 
(..4 1., - n v >.J s ~ree t . He tul'ncd clovrn Riley, \.rest , and proc~ e jed four mlles 

until t he object wa s lost t o sight over s ome dunes ; he s pe nt t he next five 

• 



• 

I 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

") 
..) 

• 

to seven minutes f i nding a road over the dunec , nud l)y the tirr.e he hac.l a. c lear 

vie·.; o~ t he l akcfr ont , the object was no l onger visible • 

• 
I 

On t he basis of testi mony alone , the cbject $ighted ''oul<l 
• 

r:a·:e been ab out over the lakefront , or perhaps offshore a mile or t".-ro. A 

ca~l from an unidenJ.;ified v:-oman living just off Riley puts the objec t aver 

3i.:..~y Avenue , two miles from the shore , as s he reported. it over her cur a t 

e-.::::: .. -:; 8 : 20. Yni.s is :1ot i nconsistent vTith report . 

As near as ca~ be dc terffii~ed , :i. :1 i ti.al v:tci·/ of ~he object 

.:::)ineided with I'i l~s t observation , or follo'vTed it very short ly : 

• watched f or five minutes , which is e noueh time for to have 

r~=.:·:"led his first ~.c ::..:·:x of ohservatio~1 at Chic1:tgo Drive a nd High'\vay 31 . 

Tne:se t '.ro l i nes of sight cross about 4 miles of:fshore , o.ni nine mi 1 cs :.>ouc.h 

... ~· • -+'f c: .:: :;.e r~.~. line of s ).chL f rom his pos i ·::.ioD at 

;J.:, :- ~-- .. ~ \T ,. -= ·-~ _ .. .; 31 and Rile~- also passes throueh this area. 

At about tr.~ s time , ' s vrife cal led him to the west 

1 ri ·- :; "'" · ,.. _ .. . ~v·i cf the 

~ ~· , _ , .. ,.. •• ,..... ,... .t. , .. 1a4-• •- .1. J' -. 1 . i. 
- ,.~. ::, - - .... ~ v • \.1 

C 0 + · ~ .... ~- ,-;:. . 
v ,c.-..~ - . 

. " ~ '""'-"'...:. - -;: r - ou-,.. 
.... .. .1- - - - - .. J.. -

a ...... _ ...... -· - -~of' 
- . - -· - v -

• • 
0 , 1- s ., ., ,::) - '-' -- \,..;.. --

~1c had not gone t o l ook after hearing the ca l ls , 

just another UFO r eport , of whi ch he ha.s hear many . 

and i mmediatel y sa\·7 an ob ject in the west , no 

e:oove the hori zol! ( his l'.:>l·rard vie\·T ,.ras limited by 

wlndo-:·T to t!ta t amount) . 

this po.:.. !'l~ could not have been the sa.mc as the o:1e '\vhich 

\TCYe l ooking a t . • I •d • • ~. I- ._ '</er: ~ 0 l t.,~! J. ~~ :.o c;c~ a .• e v ver 

J.oo·: , anl savr the object. j1lmp right and. left L)y abou (, e: l ::;~lt J.egrce:s . 

vmtched the ob j ect for a few mir.~tes , and then \vent bac!{ in 



. .. 

• 

• 

his cottage to call the'! of I' ice ; Hhi l e talki r'lG 1.:0 l.uc of fic..:e he coulu G ;:.ill 

see ~.is o:;,ject , so it ,.,a~ au:i te l o\7 ove r the rtu..-L~on . -
r:1.

,._ .-
1 I .. 1 t-" ... - .. - ~ 

" ac seen froln tns .lde the cottage . 

't. C ,:: ~-v his jacket, an:l ·when he r eLu1·ned th~ object ,.ra.:; gon~ . A.,. a ll J~ l. rne c• 
V ... . . .... ' ', I " o) 

• • - "'~ .., . ... - . direc tior .. t o this object ,.,as slig:1t l:r '.iouth of "est or due \Test . 

At about the ti1:1c had reached and t a r necl vre 3 t; , 

;-::r -~} ·:·re s t on ~r (also knOivn ~'"LS Green Street ) . He and !1is rescrv~! 1:lder 

actually runs abou t. thi:cty derr,rees nor. tn of v·..:-s~ 

~· :-·.::. lO!+th Avenue t o a':io'J.t llOt.h Avenue , and thP. ~I l'.urnc dlte west . Accordir1g 

-;:. ::- :~ecrspink ' s s torj' ) ::! :--:.:. alsc in accord vith into::rrL1.~io}~ re t''.l2 ived at t he 

si -.: :: } Heerspink l1a:l ~.:~~-.-:=llcd about 1/4 r11ile up t he f i. rsL , NTf:! , sec t ion of 

and had l os:, s:;:1~ of the objec t for a wmnent , when it came ''s -!: reo.k:i.nr; 

• .. • "' .. ,... . 4 c1 th d tl :.n : :::c::. -c.:1e .1.e .1 -c B.~'-"' s :.oppe . ove r e roa . The ro:-J.d does not change 
... ... - - ..... - ., . , .. l... j f t . , • . • f b - I 1 • 1 
• •• .!. _ -== _ ... _ o .1 or a O· .. ,__ :.·: - ~~ e , so this motion could not·. hav(~ been due to a 

t. u ... .. ., -.. • .., -• --- t he road. . :-.:.r :!.ne the i nvestigat i on , when the cc:t. r- ,.m.s stopped a t 

c ~- :; -::.::1:. \vnere !::.1:~ e:·:- ~e : t made this move , the invef, l~lgo. ·.~ or noted that the 
~ ~ - --- -­,.. - .. .. 

......... _ -- ... -- - ·-- - .:. h ~ r.:. ":) -;::, ~ -v........ · '""" -- - ..... v :-:..-:.ilbox i ndicated. a lo·:::a t i o !".t at, a~)OU~ l 07th J\vcnue , 
• 

• ... .. - .. - -
""" . .. - - - - ... . . l - ..... -:l-~""' ·· ·e · -

-- -- -~ J! _...; .. " c .: a ;; trai gh t stretch of r oa.d. I n other woris , t~e 

O"'o·~ ... u::-.., - - a bear:ing of 300 degrees ; Ver:.us conld Pot posnibly h8ve 

be.:;:--. c\ · -::~-- ~hr-: r oai - in fac ~ , it v:as probaol y not. vis i ol~ a .:v ulJ. fror:l that 

po.::;i ~:. o:-_ , because of t be t:rees . \ The time a t ·Hr1:i. ch the object streaked. to 

the right ,.,ould have b een nt abou~ 8: 25 t o 8: c17 . 

he sa\-r ~he o'bj ee t i n mot~.o 1: i t s topped obr...tptl~r . 
• 

• 

• • 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Grysen by al>ou·: thin ~irne had put on h ·j G jack~t D. ·1;J. ha.:3 gon~ outr; j_•1e . 

He !1:.i be~"::l! outside for :perhaps til trty seco'ldG , \Then he r.aur;ht sight of ".vhat 

-,., :':) ...... -:.:: ok to be the G:1.me ob~ie~t, bul~ t his time at a. bca·r i ne; of 315 degree~-

.,... r - ~- ·-- T~- J. ana.." a } 8 "'tl.• tude 

... '-• - # .... · ' ,_ ~ ~ - • ..~ o-f: eight to t e n dec rees, considerably highc:r 

before . 1-ti c ·: r"'-"'l'~" , ... i 011 - ~.:> ....... J. ,.. , · '*' u ...... W·~ ... r,.:.&., •• ., 
.. ,1':"1 :­.... , 1"-I. ' J l.h("! or)j8et appeared. sudd.e:nly . 

DurinB this tim~ , was vrutchinr; hiG ol1jcct t o the vTeGt , 

s: -:. ,;:'lt.ly north of \·1~5-\: : h is line oi' sight defi n l tely divere·?G :::.~ 'T!l that of 

b - .. -") 
"""' J • • an • • there fore he Has observing a :J. i fi'e .rE::n L o1J.jec::, , 

·.:·_-,-:. still possibly nor. v,-; nus unles s he l ost sish~~ of the orle;i nal oh je ~~ t --
• •; .... - '1<.~ ~ 

~· -· - .. - .._._ east on Riley . :LookinG at Venu s as 

• ~ * .... 
S::.. .::- .1-. OI nd for tbe s econd o~;s2rva--

-r- ­
J- · -

. .. ..... l. t ~~ · .- - i-. the bas -2 : ·_:-: -:= • 
"' r:: -oJ about si~{ mil~:=> . 

.. - ,..... 1 ...... 
J. :......~ - - .~r five miles • --- ... :.istance of 

., ----- - .. 1 ' . - ..... .. -- ';) - - s . a .... - ·· -·- - ·'_ .... • line hnB t o be '.-Ti thin a de gr • .:e OY 

-- ... .. ( ... -.,.. ..; 

(""1 _., 
~- correct • S l ,... .... ::... .. . -- - .... ....,\ 

""' .. .. - :r·oacl (le..:'ineJ c.n accurate line . 

7. ::':::-. ,roce:c'l<=.:d on Cedar St:t·c!et to ll8th Ave1 I'J.e , los L1g 

---- ~ ... ' -..... - "' - obje~~ : :::-: a conside rable stre-Lc~ : the r o:-.i./1 

-r ::;.. - -- - .. . 

• 

-- .­... - - ... e - .. ' . - - ... ' 
., ~ ..... - .... - .. ... .:;.. -"\ .. .,:, __ ... ·- - . -.,, -' 

~~ .... ,- ~--- . 
• I • --.. 

_t - - - · ""' 

level) . 

- - . ,...- - - ..,. n-_ ... ... ~ f 

... .. ~ ....- --· (..) due west and At 

rr -:>m a stop sic n 

' et~J o\·e 4 ~,... h')'Y'J. '7 ~ -, ·1 ( ()' -·L ,.. l· a· t t.., .. ._ \. ....... 4. • .1 .. .. vv .&. .. ~ 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

/ 

u 

• 

whe:r·e nc had seen the objcc t cozne to a suddc11 n top ovel' t he ruud., n.r1d ~ o 

now rr:aj ' have b e,::n looking a L Vcnu.s . He then procee.-l e rl "to J J.J.!~th Av<:nue 

J. · · .... ~ - , ·~ ·'- ··1 of we c ..... 1.{..;) j _:. · -. • . .. • v l.l , as i t diwr~d a r1rl ~~ightened several times , nnd the~ 

The time t.he :1 \·ras , accol'd i n[ to 

P. . ~ ... 
'-" • ....,) ._ 

• • ,..., ( ) ... - - .. .L .. .. J. _ __ .. .. ! and \•r o·.tld have been behin.i 

_.; · - ~ ·-~ ~~~ I tJ ..... .._ . 1 d ,. v o. ~.:: _ c _ a.n
0 

e an 

• , ~· -.. 

--

J.. .. .... ... 

L ... = house after it 

~~ :~een minute s afc~: 

in the south\vCst. He went back 

vrhich wa s , accor(l:..l'g to , t ue lve 

f i rs·t notj.ced it . Tho. t vTould place the t i r.-te 

-c: - ---v . . - :::_9..;; .; :aotion at "' ·, -.. - 8 . 3 5 c.. _ ........... v • • 

's l a.s-: :..in~ of sight wa~ from a pos :U~ton about 5. 5 rniles 

' s loca r. i.e:- : he was -vra t~ld.ng an object. briGi.Ycen a nd. dim .j U3 t 

S 0 • I .:.. •-"' ,- ..... • • ~ ~ j . 
-4-'-'· · - - ..-. ....... ,:,v . At .4. . • 

~, {l.l.S ·,vas observing an object to the 

r ;) ·n· "" r ,_, ::. -=' \:.!,!. ~. J .. , _ ....;,. one point that the object did dim a nd come back 

: ::-:c::..:1al bri .si.·. ::-.~:;5 several t i mes before 'it shot oi'f' to the sout h . 

. -. .,r: ,.. - -'"'~ ­- - -· 4 •- ··"' - - ... -
• --- ... 

. . ... .. ,_s po~ ~, ., :::.. 
,;:) .:> - v ---

•• • • 

' - .., ..... -
v .. -~ t.., 

. .. ... _., ::. - ---- - -.. -- ........ - · - J . .. J"" __ ___ . ., ..... ..... -
. , . 

....... .::> ': ... •• -:. ). ""' , (" _ ....... _ . __ 1 .411:.» 

\-IUS ...... _ - -- - -· · ' 1;n- ;-;.., e 1
V - .t- ~ ~ . : .. ...... ..... ! ..Ll tJ V L;. 

( u) Venus had se~ bcl o,·.1 t,l!e t. r ee line by 

f . l . ..t • J ~ 1- (} ' ' 0 l Dfl . pOSl~lC·n, tt ·~ 9. J v: :·'-' o : .) , and (b) . 
nc 

c l oser to 

' 

along 's line o~ sight . If that is the cas e , tLe ohjec t w-ould ~ H:tvc ne:e11 

.....,.:.,ec ,1 ! 1 _ _ :_ -

, becr:ut.:-iC t hut .is vrhe r c 

t c- lt' g t ]J' rec· of Sl' rr,_., '- ' ' !'0'' " ~ u.~ • . . .. 1 o) u-.l l. '- .. ) ..., . C>n t ile oLhe:r hand, 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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i t. is nos s ibl e t ha - ;. vras s t ill '\·Tatchinc Venus : hie v1.cvt t,o ~"'lc 

Th l s i s supportc~..=t t o some e xtent 1)y t h l?. fa. ·~t :~ bo ~ He erGpink d J. d 
• 

• 

=-~·: : 5~e t he sudden deps.rtur e to t he sout~1: his objc r~'L 1,.renc down be!:::J.l1d t r cec , 
--

t hen headed. doHn t.o,·Tar d B1J(:1H.tnun Street , i n t he d i rection 

~ ... -[: ; ::-e the f irs t 0b jec~ he hn.o. s e e n appeo.r eJ. t o be . On t he \·Ta -.r a 1:10tori s \., ., 

"' '=- :: ·'- -
• c . . '1 

.... . L(.. - ' s o pulled the moto.r. 1_s t ove r 

a r. ·~ gav e him a t i.ckc t : t~en 

~ L:·~ b eing now close :.o 9 : 00 PM. As he came south ove!' a hill a t Hich St r ee t , 

l / 2 mile north of M- 45 (E -H), he spotted t wo objects t hnt appeo.:re·i s l mil3.: ... 

• • • • • -:.-:; : .0-e prev:tous one ,-- ·-

t r~~r· . .: l ling paralle l C01J.r:-.>e3 :.o t he s out~·.eas t . rE~ese obj~cts cr osse1.the 

-
"!'" ' --..G.- ' a.r-d jus t to • - .-· ~ 

'-' ... - ·a. .::O t --- of the r oad, app:trent,lj' l1ehl.nd the glR.r c of 

t~ =:: :_:_ g~ts of Holle.r..:. sor1e f i fteen miles t o the s outh , both ob j ects stopped . 

. . .. ... 
ther. ·~· ent very fas t stral[~h t du-;·in b c·.1i nd t .cee s , a nd va s 

- --I • -· - ... 
.... -- .......... ' rJ '- • - .._ ....... -- a~ain . T~e r:..3ht most ob j ec t the n j umped ab rnr>l.~ ly to n p os i ~~ i c r 

a~:· .. :: :' i -.re degr ee s :. c ~~1e ri~ht , and t hen back t o t he lef t in the same 

...... ,.... ·-- ~ 40------ -- ) 

- . - • • -., - -,... .--::. .' -- ----- -- ~ .. ·~ . i v 
'-' 

~ 

f"'\ ... ~ ;..---- . 
-- - ..... • • 

- . J ~--- • 

t 0 - . ~ • .,~: 
t\ _ ... - -

r emaining s t a t i onar.t . The t r ees ~ear t he 

c:s·.:,.=.~ 2.. i .:; ~ci a direct i on r efere nce , :-JO th~ 1~1ot ion r.1ay have 

f inally quit ';.·lat ch ing t he object , a nd ,.,ep ~ on 

t,, t • (' l • n -. 1 • d \ • ·ne me~ me 'tnc 0 1e r :u 1. ou.:.S l. " e .llS c ottage . 

All t:~en wen t to headquar tcrH . 

At abou t Sf : 30, two culJ.s \-re r e r ccei vc -1 , f r om 'lcput i e s Dl ut -. · :1.nd 

Pos:nD. • 



• 
• 

• • • 
• 

• " 0 • 

miles Sid of Blair, in Hollan(l . t:a.eh SU\T a bright ob.ic c.: :.~. r;: 

vis t·?·i tc be i nt erviewed. After these r enorts 
. .t' ' 

and \Tent 

• 

0\.;.'": :.:o "Five-Mile Hill" ( on the lakefront in Grantl Haven) and watched t his 

o:. ~ ~-:. ~ with binoculars . It had the same appearn.nce as thf; or l e;inal ob .jcct : 
• 

a :- ::·1nd white light flanked by red and green pa tcheG . Tncy were loold.nG 

t.he so:1t hear; t . Hnilc t hey were v1atchi1-g , an airplane 1-rent across 

t::.~ : ·ield of vie\f belc.;,; • .. he object . There \·Tn.s no re:.:>er".b la; tc~ . 

Al l of the vritne:5ses 1·Ten t out to look a t Venus ncveral nighls later, 

a:"-: :: r au a s tronomer in G:rund Ro.pids made a s ta temen L to the press that 

t::2y had been watching Vc nns . They all a greed tha. t, Venus \·ra s smaller in 

s::.::2 o.nd not nearl:/ ~5 ·::; !'ighi.. . 'lfbe light vias a "bliud ine t.ype of lieht " . 

- . - lii\:e'\·iise a greed ... .:·~~ . .-:. if the ob j ect had resem"::lled Venus , they never 

• 

"; '"' .:.:. --~ haye repor tei :.. : : :.he appearance was much more strikine . 

• 

All had a l s c s~e ;-_ airplo.ne landing lightr; ; in fact , Wassink had 

ir.-; :::-s -:.igated a sigh-,i :-.t; about a. year before and had found the cause t o be 

He sai d this presc11t objcc ~ ·Has much brigh ter , 

-.._... .., . ·-··· a. . - s .,._.. 1\ - similaY =.:. all . 

• 

;..ll wi ~r:.e ss -=~ 9.;:-eed that the l ight h~d :physical size : estimates 

.: .. l/ 6, an3. : / - the size of t~e moon . Incl ·icate d s izes , betvreen 

~ ""' . ... - ,...,._ · - l .... ~- ~ ""-- ·ever _ _, _;:;_ -·c·.: _, _ . ....;... , were around 3/l~ to one i nc!1, indicating a 

size c: a~out two dc5rccs . r emarked thn. t t.llc 9: 30 object s een 

in , x 50 b i noculars ho.<l abont the same apparent, r>i?.e O.D the firs t o":) .jectl::l 

seen • • 

' 
.. , .. .... 

-v_...J,. . the naked eye : in the binoculars ,.,as a. r e t i cle , ~nd b:r mear, s 

of tnis it \·rn.s cGtabllshccl t~hat the apparent s ize i r, b :irloculars was abo·.t t 
• = 

• 


