be DAT.E - TIME GROUP
7 Dec 66 8/0515Z
3. SOURCE '

Civilian

- e

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

| Cna
'-n LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

2.

PROJECT 10073 RECORD _ ¢
LOCATION |

Denver, Colorado three witnesses

|

|! 2 hours
| 6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
:

' Ground Visual Tx

7. COURSE

| LRilatic inovements

i3, PHOTOS
’!ﬁ

i 00 Yes

! (x No
{ 2. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

- 0O Yes
: { No

FORM

10. CONCLUSION

1.

Astro(Sirius) Vﬁ?’? M' i Zf:"{f

At the time of the sizhling Sirius was on an azimuth
of 123 degrees and at an elevation of 14 degrees.

BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Cbservers watched a star like object larger than a star
perforn erratic movements in the eastern part of the sky.

The objects size and brightness was amazing, for if another
star was the size of a pin tip, this object would be the

size of the pin h=ad. It was about five to 10 Limes brighter
than a regular star, Object could haves b2«n a star, but

the observer said that he did not think it was a star.

The description is consistent with that of an astronomical

observation, Sirius would have bszen fairly low on the
horizon and woull have been the brightest astrondénical
body in th= sky. |
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Proposed reply to letter Iz m. 30 December 1566

req‘r'

| Refezrence your letter of 30 December 1966 regarding your obsere
vation of an alleged flying object over the Denver area. A study of A
¢ the ﬁrormation 'uhieh you submitted for your T December 15666 obsers

vation vas undertakm ancl revealed that you probably obaerved the -

: i i
e Pl

star,: Bir:l.us. The descriptim, size ’ brightnesa, mvmnts , ete are | |

3 very canaistent w:'r.th that of an a‘baemtion“cjf that particular B‘t.ar ﬂ_J
S:Lr'.lus, U'.lth a. mlm mg:imﬂe o:l';' appmﬂ;ately -1.5, 13 the br:lght.. :"‘; %
est star visihle m ‘I:.he hemns.. i 2 St ‘1;__ ",'-";1

Hhenstarsggvimdlmmthe horizﬁ; the obaemr :lslooking
thm:h many mo;'e :!;.;.ea of t t.he earth's atmanhere ’t.han when 1ooking I
at stm mrhead.-‘ The eart.h' at:wsphere a.ctually acts as a. prism, A4 Bl L ave
mmn effect 'cﬁtx:;és the incming rays oi' nght to 1'I_:EJ hroken dam;.;.--}-:.— | r-«
toto Qi. mimswlara o %m ;-5;_:;; techntcal terus thiaﬁw"f.:f:,:f;‘f:
horimn} 't.he mor&ﬂ y acintillate 3. simpl;aa mnt:loned; above s becmgi .- ]!

R e R , ST Lo e
we ar&?t.hen looking thrm :thicker laye:?'bf &11'.~ !'me ms‘t heantiful ‘j -‘-_ﬂ_

scintillation o® all 13 that of the bright star, su-iua, ,which is

43
vi.sibla :ln the w'.l.nter mnths rathar lmr :Ln 't.he ak-;. Planets acintil—-

e & o
L - :

late for less thaﬁ ﬁars

w ol T

?rom the mfomanm submitted it does appea.r that Sirius was -
obsemd. The Air Force has received several reports during the months _

of lNovember and Dece.mber describing similar ubsemtions such as yours.

| < *‘4(%";&" OJebey7 =




In all oceasions, we zel that Sirius was observed.

Thank you for reporting your observation to the Alr Force.
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SAF-0ICC/Mrs Cassel/op/79079/15 Mar 67

el

S

Cear Mr. (N

Reference your letter regarding your December 7 observation of an
alleged flying object over the Denver area. A study of the information
which you sutmitted was undertaken and revealed that you procably observed
the star, Sirius. The description, size, brightness, movements, etc., |
are very consistent with an cobservation of that particular star. Sirius,

with a stellar magnitude of approximately -1.5, is the brightest star
visible in the heavens.

L - R . o SRS AR R A W R

] ‘When stars are viewed low on the horizaon the cbserver is looking
| through many more miles of the earth's atmosphere than when locking at
stars overhead. The earth's atmosphere actually acts as a prism, vhich 50 A
in effect causes the incoudng rays of light to be broken down into . the T
various colors of the spectrum. - This phencmencn 1s called refractiom. - - . .7
Ancther phencmencn, relating to variations in light intensity, is 'known N *"”‘
as scintillation (twinkle).: The closer the stars are to the borizon the -
TOre: t.hey scintillate because we are then locking through a thicker 1mr R
of air, The bright star, Sirius, which is visible in the winter mnths SR
rather: lmr in the sky scintillates, and the light rays from this star N g E e |
Lndergn raxher“mlrkgd.refractinn Plannts twinkle*thr*less.than stars ';?33;1 ,
P.mu toe infmmticn suhitteﬂ. it doers appea. thst Sir:lua was - A
ubsmd The Air Force received several Teports during November and e A,
December describing similar: ﬂblernﬁms. In each reparted caae w ~..
feel: Sir:l.us vas aburved. o St Iy o : S e
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