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Not Reported 
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Cl.inton, Minnesota 56225 • 
• 

• 
• 

Reference your unidentified observation of 17 August 1966. 
The infozanation which we have received is not sufficient 
:ror eval.uation. Request you canplete the attached FTD . 

Foxm 164 and return 1 t in the envelope provided. 
• 

We wish to trAnk you for reporting your observation to 
the Air Force. 

Sincerely~ 

• 
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• ~. . 
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Reference your unidentified observation of 17 August 1966. 
The inf'oz1nation which we have received is not su.f:ricient 
:for evuuation. Request you and your sister, Sally corn.­
plete the a ttacbed P'TD Fo11ns 164 and return them in the · 
enve!qpe·provided. 
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· We wish to thank you tor r~rting your .observation to 
the Air Force. 

• 

• 
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Sincerely, 
• 

• 
• • • 
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OR Qumr.ANTIJ.A, Jr, MaJor,. USAP 
hief, Project Blue Book · .... · , . . 
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Kent County Air Port 
Orand Rapids 1 Michigan . 49500 
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Reference your 1midentified observation of 17 August 1966 • 
The inforn1ation which we have received is not sufficient 
for eval.uacion. Request you complete the attached l•wrD 
Form ~64 and return lt in the e."lvelope ·provided. 

We wish to thank you for r~orting your observation to 
the Air Force • 

• 

Sincerely, • 

• 

- . • 

OR QUDll'k~, Jr, Major, USAF . 
Chief 1 Project Blue Book .. _, - .,. 
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TDNI'lt /MaJ Quintanilla, Jr/70916/tu/30 August 1966 
• 

UFO Sisbting, l7 Augu• t 1.966 
• 

• -
455 M1aaUe Main • 

AttD: • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • 

• 
• 

• 
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Rererence your unidentified observation ot 17 August 19(:)6. The . 
tion which ~ have received 1a not sufricient tor eval.uation. 

Request you caaplete the attached Fl'D FoliA 164 and xeturn it in the 
envelope provided. 

• 

vlARREN S. WHE>ST.J\R1 Colonel, USAF 
~uty for Technology & Subsystems 

• 
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rro Fozta 164 
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TDE'rR/Lt. Marley/70916/mhs/20 Sep 66 

:!equest for Barium Cloud Release Inform&tion 
• 

• 

( 

• 

• 
' • 

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 

Chie:r Operntiona 
C~1rehill Beseareh Ran8e 

• SE.P 2 2 1966 

Attn: 
• 

1. Ret,erence your tele!J}lone r-~quest for inforn:.ation on per30nal 
ooeervations of the upper a~~sphere activity over ~ort Churchill 
en 16 August 1966. AtU:lched are obser"''Jltians reported to the 
~~ited 3tatea Air ~~ree concerning tr~ obs~rvance of alleged UFOs 
over the north eent1 a~ Un1 ted ':ita tes. · 

2 . In cor:rpllJ.ns our reportG on this particular ;:;ighti.ug, I · . .;auld 
oupreeinte additional :tnformRt1on on this ac"tlvity. Thia '\Jould be 
qute helpf\ll . in reach1!'l~ a definite conclusion. In yarticular, 
r mn interested in the relel!lae altitude :md loca·tion of tht! BnriUr.1l 
c loud releases on 15 1\u~st at 2239, Central U\ylight '1'1me. 

1 Atch • 

I • I • • 
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Cy to: ~l !4edrow • • 
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Sounding Becket Divis ion 
!rASA, Goddnrd Flight Center 
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Investigation Report 
Sightings of August 16, 1966 

• 

• • 

This case began as a T\VX from Trua.x Field to \vright-Patterson Air 

Fo~ce Base, concerning sightings by three independent observers of a 
• 

'
1moon-like" object. Before investigation of this s:t.ghting could take 

• 

place, a reply to a le·t;ter concerning a previous sightine brought a 

cl~pping concerning slightings in Minneapolis on the same date, August 16th. 

~vm the clipping several leads were obtained. 

Several calls to the Hhite Cloud Field at Minneapolis resulted in 

c c-:-.ttact ing a salesman for viation Company at 

t 'he fieldJ his report i s enclosed. In his report were mentioned radio 

r~?orts to Rochester FSS. 

other flying s~r;ices were contacted at Flying Cloud: 

F:_:-i ng Service gave tne name of as a witness; he proved 
• 

t o =.ave be passenger. A man at Aviation said 

he -.-~s on the field ·.:::til 11:00 PM and in a position to see anything that 

ha~pened, but saw not:hing. Tower personnel reported that the to"t-ler closed 

at 10 :00 Pr-11 so the:-" ~.vere not present during the sightings. A rumor t;ho.t 

so=eone saw an objec~ settle on the runway and then take off has not been 

V·.::.-.: .:-.; 0 i .-- -- _ ....... 

A ~all to T-w~n Cities International Airport yielded a report of 

having seen an object; the name of his watch supervisor, 

'vas obtained. · 

The St. Paul P~on~er Press/Dispatch, origin of the clipping, could 

not p:-ovide any additional information; the reporter was not kno\m. 

Aero Division provided the name of 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

a flight instructor, as having been a witness, but she denied having 

seen anything. • 

A~~. Earl Friedline or Rochester Airport ·control tower was contacted; 
• 

he recalled hearing traffic with a mterokee and a Cessna 3101 talking 

~-! th the Rochester Flight Service Station (FSS). 

The FSS at Rochester was contacted, and a conversation ,.,ith its 

• 

c!:ief1 Mr. ensued --see report. The registrations of three of the .· 

feu:- airplanes reporting were obtained, one being too recent for the 

pt~blished list. The name of the duty man at the time of sightings, 

Donald Holmes, 612-533-8889, was obtained. 

Donald Holmes recalled the traffic, saying all reports were obtained 

~~~hin half an hour (the logged times were 0410 and 0430). He reported 

o::e observer on the ground, but the name was unavailable. 

The three aircra~ were then traced down and the names of the pilots 

were obtained: ; and 

The fourth airplane, by elimination, was 

ti:a.t of is in the ar~, and a letter 

has been sent to him requesting a report. 

The Fau Clai~e FSS was contacted; they will call collect if' an 

e;.:a::::..::.::~ion of the l og and conversation l-Tith personnel reveal any 

r. :::.. ~ - -- ,., ..-+- s 
• ._ f'- - .: -- v .. "" • The registration and correct number of the l-tlsketeer reported 

in t ~e Truax T',.TX (given as \vas obtained as and the pilot, 

ll-. ·u· • was contacted for a report. 
• 

,,.,.. ....... mentioned in the same TWX1 was then contacted for a 

telephone interview; he had already sent a Form 164 in to the USAF • 

• • 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Chicago Center Control at Joliet was then contacted, and. a Mr. Belasco 
so F 15 n: a a ., 

exa.:llned the loes; there was no record or recollection of any unusual 

requ•3sts for radar coverage on August 16th. This is tempered by the fac·t 
• 

th~-:; tapes are kept only 15 days and then are re-used; this investigation 

~~s done on September 8. 

The }4lilwaukee FSS had no records or recollection of the incident, 

bu-: referred the investigator to Milwaukee Approach Control; the watch 

St..?~rvisor ,.J:fr~ .. JJlJ:~ . ~~e_p_anski ( 414-744-8720) was contacted, and 
• 

• 

fro~ him were obtained the names of the two controllers on duty at t he 
• 

t:!..:::e of Holzer's sightings. tu-. Stepanski requested tba:t the phone 

calls be delayed until he could get in touch ,.,ith the controllers himself 

to a:..lthorize them to ta.L'\.c with this investigator. 

,.. _ lvtr. Carl Doege and Mr. J~.-~J.si~n, the controllers, were contacted; 

ne~t~er one of then r.a~ any recollection of anything unusual; both pointed 

ou~ 5~mewhat at lengt~ that they could not identif,y targets; as one of 

th.;;= put it, they co:r1 ~n't tell a Piper Cub froHl a DC-3. They said further 

that whenever they obs~rve anything unusual, such as a fast object, they 

• 

repo:'"t it to Chicago Center Control, and they 1:ade no such report. 

the 

~o ~ind out he~ Lt. Howe, reporting officer on the~~ from Truax, got 

-_,... --~ 
-..::.. ......:...- inforr.aticn about Chicago Center Control, he was called, but an 

ale:-: -....-=.s en and he could not be contacted that day. 

H:- . Bishop was then called to verify the report from the Twin Cities 

Inte~n.at i.onal Tower; he verified it, and added that there was a separate 

obser1a~ion phoned in later which caused them to reconsi der 

sighting. They then realized that it could not have been the moon, because 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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there was no moon and because the windows are designed precisely to prevent 

such reflections. 
• • 

Radio station WCOO in Minneapolis was then contacted in order to 

obtain ground-based sightings; the attempt being to find anyone who 
• 

. 
sau the object at a high angle. Advice was to call back ~1nday. 

• • 

• 

The sightings so far ol1tiained were then roughly plotted, and the 

nos~ reliable lines of sight (from the Twin Cities control tower and from 

we took a ~agnetic bearing) were found to intersect just 

• 
• 

no=th of fuluth, pe~·haps 100 miles. Therefore attempts were made to contact 

witnesses in Duluth. 

Radio station KDAL was uncooperative, but \VDIO (Channel 6) offered 

t o send films of in~erviews with witnesses from the night of the 16th; 

th~ offer was acce~ei. The Duluth Herald Tribune looked up stories, and 

fcr..:.:ld.. several; the naJe of was thus obtained, and a report vTas 

ob~ained from his sister, who was also a witness. 

It was then dec~dei to tr,y to obtain sightings from farther to the 

We5 t 1 in order to piJ down the area more closely. Calls were made to 

papers, police, and airports (and FSS) at Hibbing, Grand Rapids, Interna-

ti~~~l F~lls1 and fi~lly Bemidji; at Bemddji a lead was obtained to the 

Ti~ie~ ?~ver Falls Po~ice, who had had some traffic on radio that night about 

• It"" ..... . • 

Thief River Falls police did recall some talk1 but had nothing 

"officially logged"; someone, however, recalled some "deal they set off 

at i·.' i !:!:epe g " that night, whi ch, to their recollect len, was an attempt 

to p~o1uce a man-made aurora borealis. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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:F'rD ( TD&.1:R )/ l£t. 
Wrigbt-Pattersan AFB, 
19 Ausuat 1966 

• 

• 

• • -

• 
• 

Ohio 44903 · 

Dear 

• 

• 

• I 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• • • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• • • 

• 

• .. 
• 

• • 

Reference your unidentified observation of 16 August 1966 • 
The information in your ~etter was not suff'icien t for 
evaluation. Request you canplete the attached FTD Form 
164 and return it in the envelope provided. 

• • 
• 

-

We wish to thank you for reporting your observation to 
the Air Force. 

Sincerely, 
• 

• 
• 

• 

& . . -
)t.'t.C'OR ~umr..~nJA, Jr, Major 1 

Chief 1 ProJect Blue Book 
USAF 
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• 

The Winnipeg papers were called, but this being Saturday afternoon, 

and neither paper putting out a Sunday edition, no information was available. 

was contacted on Sund~v 1 at weco in Minneapolis, and said 
• 

• 

• 
• 

he 4 l';ould mail inf'ornntion Monday. 

Lt. Howe was contacted Sunday,; he got his radar infornntion from the 

witness, 

The Winnipeg Tribune found the story about an attempt to generate a 

man-:rade aurora: the test took place in northern Ontario on July 20th. 

No subsequent reports of rocket tests -vrere found. 

Through the Roseau, Vdnnesota Times-Region, contact was made with 

who together with another couple saw a phenomenon 

ha.Y:..:1g the same description as the others, but their time-estimates are 

somewhat off. The line of sight is fairly vrell-established1 and indicates 
. 

the~ the event was f:.....~~er north than thought up to this point. 

At this 'time ~en~~gh leads had been accumulated to attempt to locate 

the position of the c·oject. When approximate lines of sight ,.,ere dra\·m 

on e ~p, the sighti~s3 being used in which there appeared to be at least 

some reliability to t~e estimate of direction, it became apparent that the 

ob j ect ~ad been far ~o the north of the US-Canada border. Furthermore, 

fro~ :~~ fact that object had been seen lo1., in the sky by who 

at 5000 it was apparent that the object must have been • 

at le~s~ 100 miles above the ground, in order to be seen over the horizon. 

~n~ lines of sight had a great deal of scatter, so it was decided 

to reqt:est (on behalf of Dearborn Observatory) reports from other witnesses. 

Half a O.ozen newspapers were contacted and requested to run an announcement 

I 

• 

• 
• , 

• 
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asking for reports of "any unusual event seen on the night of August 16th" 1 

out of deference to Air Force regulations, the announcement made reference 

only to Dr. HYnek, the Air Force's part in the ·investigation .not being 

meY::t ioned. 
• 

• 
• . • 

The announcement brought some 20 letters 1 all but one or two of which 

related directly to the sighting in question. At about the time these 

let ters began to come in, I~. Marley informed the investigator that he 

he1 discovered the cause of the sightings, as a barium-cloud experiment 

do~e from a rocket launched from near Ft. Churchill, Ontario. 

The letters and t elephone interviews give considerable insight 

i~~o the way in which random witnesses will report ver.y unus\ml events 

t~~t they have neve~ seen before. On the whole, the performance is 

creditable, and the results seem to show that if enough reports can 

be obtained concerni~g a given sighting; it is possible to sift out of all 

t~e varying descriptions a good picture of the a£Pearanc~ of what was 

S c.;:;. ---.J· or course wit~esses vary great~ in their interpretation of what 

theJ- see, but when irrterpretations are reduced to simple appearances, such 

e.s appa:ent approach being reduced to what is actually observable, 

a~ i~~=ease in ap~-=ent diameter, the results are a rather clear picture 

of -:;~..a--; vas going o::. It also becomes apparent how important 1 t is to 

obt~~u es ma~ reports as possible, for if only the reports from the 

pilot s had been received, the impression would have been left of something 

large, close, and fast-moving. 

Table I represents a smamar,y of the salient points of observationi 

giving aspects of the occurrence mentioned by witnesses versus the number 

• 

• 

• .............._ ______________________________________________ __ 

• 
• 
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of witnesses who gave the sam~ description. Twenty-nine independent 

reports are covered, including both those obtained from letters and 

those obtained by telephone interview. These reports involve 7'7 individuals • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, . 
• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Table 1: Content of Reports 

SIZE 

• 

• • 
• 

Like moon (or slightly. larger or smaller) 
Much larger than moon 
Actual size estimate (feet, blocks) 

COLOR 

Red-orange stage reported 
Blue-green stage reported 
Silvery cloud stage 
Details of colors (swirling, etc.) 

Initial small bright ball 
Rectangular p~se 
Large circula~ ball 
Fuzzy or indis~inct edges 
Coluum, vertical streak, or U-shape 

• 

Final fading out (dependent on dark adaptation) 

!it.~ 3ER REPORI'ED 

0:1e only 
Both or parts o= both events 

B:::UGHI'NESS 

Less than moon 
Like moon 
3righter than r~on 

~=?losion or expansion 
~p~;oach to~ard witness 
~~arture away from witness 
Rotation, swirling internal motion 
Transverse motion in sky 
Pscing alongside moving witness 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

. . . 

8 

19 
9 
6 

12 
22 
18 
8 

9 
3 

25 
14 
11 
10 

19 
8 

l 
7 
5 

ll 
12 
10 
6 
5 
5 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

, 

• • 
• ' . 

• 

• 

• 

TIME (PM, Cm') 

9:15 
10:00 
10:20 

10:30-10:39 
10:40-10:49 
10:50-10:59 
11:00-11:09 
11:15 
11:30-11:45 

D~?.ECTION 

1 
1 
1 
2 

11 
3 . 
2 
1 
3. 

• 

North (plus or minus 15 degrees) 
NE 
NH 
Farther off in di rection 

F71:=!"vATION A:OOVE HORIZON 

0 - 10 degrees 
10 - 20 degrees 
20- 30 degrees 
30 - 45 degrees 
45 degrees to over head 
Altitude given i~ ~eet or similar 

• 

• 

absolute 

Landings, (1 r~~or, no direct reports) 
Solid disc 
Complex maneuve=s (pacing, zooming) 

• 

measure 

Suggestions of :.nterest in witnesses, intelligent control 
Interpretatio~ of increase in size as close approach 

WR:~!ON (Greatly ir.r~luenced by dark adaptation) 

l S to 30 secor.~s 
: - 5 minutes 
-: ll - 20 
-~ -
2 llours 

• 
mJnu~es 

minu-t es 
(completely dar k-adapted and r eliable witness) 

• 

• 

9 

12 
2 
2 
4 

5 
3 
8 
1 
4 
2 

l 
3 
5 
5 
9 

1 
6 
7 
5 
1 

?-:OTE: Many witness are included. in several i tems , s o the number 
cf witnesses does no-t add up pr operly. Also some -wit nesses failed 
to Mention cert ain points. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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MULTIPLICI'l'I OF WITNESSES INVOLVED IN 1 RF!PORT 

• 

1 witness 
2 witnesses 
3 witnesses 
4 witnesses · 
5 witnesses 
6 witnesses 
9 witnesses 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

10 

10 
6 
6 
3 
2 
l 
1 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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RER)l~S OBl'Ail'TED BY DIREar If'll'ERV!Jt.,'\-1 
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Sighting by August 161 1966, Rochester, Minnesota 

\-iitness: Supply Salesm.-=tn1 
Shakopee 1 Minnesota 
Also., passenger riding with him, not .interviewedo 

• 

The r.epoz:t: piloting a Cessna 172 at an altitude or 3000 feet, 

headed north., about 10 mjJes due west of Rochester, Minnesota, on the night 

o~ August 161 at 10:55 PM CDST. Course was about 330°. He and his passen­

ge= noticed a luminous ball of' light abou·t 15° to the right of the course, 

a."ld slightly higher in apparent altitude. The object was the "color of a 

fi=efl.y". It appeared to be standing still or approaching; the airplane 

r~?idly drew nearer a~d the apparent size of the object became Jarger and 

la=ger1 until. the passenger remarked, ''I don •t think I vrant to fly through 

""'"'-t thing'" w!.~ • • At this point the object was seen by ·the pilot through the right 

half of the windshield, at the same altitude as the airplane, subtending 

I 
3!~ of the window. !ts outlines were not completely distinct. 

The pilot put the airplane into a sharp turn to the wes·t to avoid 

hitting the object, whereupon the object began to move with the airplane, 

peeing it for two m~~utes: airspeed1 115 mph, indicated. The object then 

changed course and s~ot off to the northeast. After a few seconds, the 

pi:lo"b decided to tr.r to chase it 1 and turned to follow it. Think to iJ Ju-

mt=~te it, he switched on his landing lights, but the object could then no 

lo:lger be seen1 ani -:~-as not seen again. The object appeared to be travelling 

away faster than the speed of the airplane, the airplane following it. 

While pacing the airpJane, the object was farther away than at its 

closes~ approach; it was slightly higher than the airplane, so that to see 

• 

• 

' 
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• 

it out the right-hand window 1 the pilot had to lif't the right wing slightly. 

The size of the object then appeared to be abou·c ·the same as the chord of the 

w~ng at its tip (3 - 4 feet at that distance). At the closest approach1 
• • 

r..;~ic:'l the pilot estimates to have been one city b~ock1 the · object was 

co::siderably larger in angul.ar diameter. 

The pilot then called Rochester Airport and reported the objec~1 asking 

if ~qy other pilots had reported aqything; none had. Five minutes later, 

ho ~-ever, the pilot heard reports from two other aircra:rt, one a Cherokee, 

re?orting a similar appearing object • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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Sighting 

Witness: 

13 

August l6th1 1966 

Flight Instructor, Field, Minneapolis, 

was the passenger with see report). 
. . 

The position given was 10 miles n9rlh of Austin, Minnesota.. The object 
• 

was seen to converge with the airplane, which was heading North, and which 

tu=ned to a WNW heading. The object which had initially been at the 

• 

• 

• 

2 o'clock position was now at the 4 o'clock position {to the right). It was 

d~~3hnut-shaped1 darker in the center. The object then apparently receded, 

be~orning smaller in angular diameter and losing the doushnut appearance for 

a solid appearance. Time of report recalled as "114o" amended to 1040 

( 2240). Thought that report was nade to La. Crosse FSS • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Mans~1eld1 Obio 44905 .. 
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Dear • 

Reterence your unidentiried observation of 16 August 1966. 
The inf'or:nation which we have received is not sufficient 
f'or eval.uatioo. Request you ca11p~ete the attached FrD 
Form 164 and return it in the envelope provided. 

We wish to thank you for reporting your observation to 
the Air Force. 

Sincerely, 

.;.;v.R Q ,Jr, Major, 
Chiet, ProJec~ Blue Book 
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W l.• L. ~ ,.:. -::: e • '-'·' - ..... -. 
Minnesota: 

SiGhtinc by 
August 16, 1966 

Rochester, Minn. 

Corporatio!l, St. Paul, 
St. Paul Park, Minnesota 

phone, 
• 

'1'·(! :::. -oEort· - -- ... -. . was flying from Chicago to Rochester and to 

Mir..r.: 3.polis, with four passencers; two businessmen and tHo technicians 

oo,.:.ni for work at IBM says he will forvTard report fonrts). The 

a.i r; :..=..ne '1as a T-win Bor.anza, 

The plane had just, turned at \·laukegan, having intercepted the 330° 

rn.d_al from the Rochester omni. After no more than 5 lClinutes of flight , 

pott ed ahead ard to the right a distant glo\·!ine ball, "looking like 

a gc :...:"-ball", at about r:::.s altitude ( 5000 feet). In about 5 seconds it 

ca~e ~~pidly toward t~~ ai~~lanc, so fast that despite the fact that 

~hoi..:..~~ it would coll :..i-= E~ could take no evasive actio.a . The object, 

ho· .. te ·,•eY, passed to the ::-it::ht, and stopped relative to t he airplane; that 

• 
~s, 

0 _ .. _ .. 0 ,.._, 
--v.,.J. its approach it i~~ediately began pacing the airplane, now of f 

1 'tS -: .:..:;ht "..ring. The a:.!"flane was cr~is ing at 230 mph. 

T!'le pilot had ~;~claimed and called the attention of the passengers 

~o ~:--: c c·: .~ E: .;t as it a.~~:·o:::..ched; all four saw it, and all ucre at a loss 

to 
. .. . ..._ 
1 --·- - --
- - - -· ""* - - ~ 

it . '!'he o~j .: ct kept pace with the airplane at close range, 

appea:-.:.:.~ :::any ti~1es 'the d.iameter \·:hicn the moon would have had. It uas 
• 

a pale 3::-::en color, had an indistinct edt;e, was al!!lost vhite, and perhapG 

sorne-;::;a:. b r-ighter than the full moon. The pilot called in to the Rochester 

Fligh7, Se :-vice Stat ion and repor ted the object just. be:or e he came i n for a 

landins • 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The plane arrived at Rochester, and at that point the object veered 

off and departed toward the NE at a high rate of speed; the airplane 

contir.1..:.ed in a straight-in approach, arrival having been at 11:15 A.M. on 

,. 
the loth. 

• 

• . 

noted that as the object veered off, it chanBed shap~ into 

arl o-.·al, the long axis being vertical; at this polnt there ,.,as a bright 

• 

• 

• 

cere ~~nning vertically, with an oval mist or vapor around it. The impression 

was :.:;at he had been watching a flattened disc shape, and sa\.; it turn avray 

li~~e 9. wilell rollinf; a~ound a curve. 

The night \Tas per fectly clear; 
. 

first t houeht was that he 

~..~as seeing a ceilomete::' bee.m, but then he realized that there lvere no 

clou::..s at all. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

---.. -~--.. = . .... ,... ~ --;... -- .... • --. ~ ..... .,_---T-=v-~ ~ ... -. -----..;•--~= ----;"~ "C:..~ ~ ' -
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P. 0. 
\va:shing 

Sight-tn~ b 
AUljUSt 16, 19 
Rochester, Minn. 

Commercial I)ilot, 
ashington, Pennsylvania· 

Pcnnsyl vania.. Honie phone 

Also seen by 
Home phone 

pilot with 

16 

Aviation 
ncldrcss 

• 

T~~ -·~'l')ort : Pilots were fly inc; a t'\lin Bonanza, sou th'\·Ta rd. Location 

·w-as ~SE cf Rochester about l~Q miles . The pilots had been hearing the reports 

of _ :::er airplanes i n the vicinity, and after several reports had cetHe in 

"t.he:· looked around a nd saH in the distance a "ver'J large" fuzzy ball of J ight. 

m""'.:::. · .. .. -·- _,' could 110t detect e.r.J details. ~rhey \vere climbinG to 9500 feet, and 

thou; ht the object was at the same altit ude or lo'\·rer. It v1as s een bacl{ and 

t c ~~e left fro~ their airplan~, or just about uuc ncr~h : it seemed to be 

a·oour. 30 miles dis r,ant.. T:'ley repo!'ted their observat i on to the Flight 

said he could not see the object 

,.¥ell ::1ough to give e. .1-:::scription of its appearance, since it was too far 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Sighting Report 
August 16, 1966 
Brew and Mr. Bishop 

Minneapolis International Airport control tower 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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• • . 

In the log-book of the control tower there is an entry at 0350 

t'= (22501 August 15) 1 noting that a Mr. Brew, a controller, observed a 

t7:0 to the NNE of the tower. Mr. Brew thought that the object was a 

re~lection of the noon, and paid no attentionto it, according to his 

v~tch supervisor 1·1r. Bishops shortly thereafter a phone call from White 

Bear Iake (NE of city) from an unknown person called attention to a 

simlar obser-\Fation in the same direction, but by that time there was 

n ·:>"thing visible. 

Mr. Bishoprs number is 612-881-7519. 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 
• 

• 
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r ··~ .... na.ss. " ...;.. ,., ... . 
Air 
Also, 

• 

Sighting 
August , 

M:tl \vaukee-f.\a.dison 

.._.ing Service 
telephone -

1 manager of 
• 

1 Grand Ra.pici.s 1 J.lichiga.n1 
t'\o~o sons. 

18 

nt Coun-ty 

~e Report: The witness was flying to Madison from Gran1 R~pids, and had 

,}"..lst finished a radar-controlled appraoch to Mil,.raukee when he first sav 

t.ne object to the north of .him; his course was \·lest , and the object was 

:::.::. 3 o'clock relative to his heading. describes i ·t at that time 

a5 consisting of con:entric rings, clear and sharp: outside white, next 

c =ight floorescent green, ~m 2 o'clock to 5 o'clock on the object waG 

a gray wedge, like a slice of pie. 

then contacted radar control again and asked to be p:J.cked 

up; afier making identification ttu~ns 1 radar approach control at 

• 

~~!:.:.~..;aukee said the.;" ~ i him. He then asked if there was any other traffic 

i~ ~he area, and ti:e ans'\ver \·las afirwative: something l-Tas 12 miles north, 

ar.~ appeared to be a?proaching lowly. watched the object 
• -

·o~·~o:-ae larger, and .,.;as informed that the object was now 6 miles away and 

had turned to fly ~~allel Hi"th At this time the apparent size of 

• • ,...-. ---- c~~ect was giv~~ by as one foot at arm's length. He says that 

. - . "' - - - - -Q~e -- -- ,., -- in fa~t six rr~les away as the radar controller reported, it 
• 

r.:..:z-:. ·-.= -.-.: been "forty stories high" . 

During the ne>.."t 10 to 12 minutes the object kept due north of 
• 

the ~irplane travelling parallel with it, at 185 nules per hour. It 

gradi..:.a.lly developed indist inct edges and became fuzzy all over. Rndar 

tracked i t all the way to Madison. A epared for his approach 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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(:f'rom the l·lest, a:f'ter a pattern turn) the object began to chanae shape; 

first it became egg-shaped (long axis vertical) 1 then like a column of 

snoke1 with the base at flight altitude, then boomerang shapes with the 
• - . . 

angle pointed east. It then faded out. This report· has been given to 
-

Truax Field, and Mr. has filled out a form and sent it in. Landed 

e.t 12:00. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
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Hit. :""1ess: Mr. 
Tele 
Also: 
back s ·eat. 

Report of Sighting 
AU&~st 16-17, 1966 

Waulcesha1 Wisconsin 

20 

Brookfield, Wisconsin 53005 

' • 

Tl:~ Report: was flying back to Waukesha frorn- £t. Louis on a 

s~raight-in course, 020° heading, 5500 ft. altitude. At 1055 the object 

~as first seen as similar to the fttll moon. Bqys in back exclaimed 

asked to turn off flashlight he 

w~.:; reading rm.p with, thinkins it was a reflection. Object did not dis-

a??-ear. The apparent size of the object was like that o:f a silver dollar 

p~ojected onto the win~sheild; witness was a1~re at the time of need for 

su.:::~ a measurement. E:_s recollection is ·that it would have been the size 

and. color as the full moon. 

The pilot t~e~ turned the airplane direct~ toward the object to 

ob~~~n a bearing, whi~h was 350° magnetic; he also took a reading on the 

o~~~ ~om a nearby s~ation, and determined that his own position was 50 

m:..es from Waukesta on the line fr01n st. Louis to Haukesha. lie then 

turned. back to his (!::,.u-se. 

~he object cscame larger, comparable to a saucer on the windsheild1 

a=~ a~ ~~e sa~e ti=~ ~ppeared to become more tenuous. The pilot reporced 

t~:.: : •.: ~he t·1ilwau2-:-:!e: Flight Service Station. The object then chanzed to 

a ve:~ ::. ~a.l shape and. disappeared by fading aua;y. The pilot guesses that 

it was 25 miles distant. He did not get the impression that it was 

appr-o~ching him. It seemed to be at the same altitude as the airplane • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Hitness: . 

- .... , 

• • 

of August 161 1966 
al1 ~1luth1 Minnesota 

her) and two 

• 

1 Duluth, Minnesota 
nieces from California. 

• 

• 

• 

. . 

• 

21 
• 

• 

The ~epor~: The four witnesses were driving back to the suburban location 

o:' their home, on Iakewood Road1 which is oriented directly north and 

s outh. was sitting in back of a 1964 Barracuda. About 6 miles 

nc~h of Duluth and 1-1/2 miles south of their house.,. ~ the witness saw a 

hazy moon-like object in 1;he sky; the others all saw it too. The witness 

s~··s it was near the t op of the windshield :from where she was sitting, and 

slightly to the le:rt of the road. lier brother stopped the car and turned 

o:'-: the headlights; -t~~Y rolled up the windo,.,s, being apprehensive about 

-v..-t a ~ was going on. 

Then a sp~k, a starlike object, was emitted by the moon-like 

travelling horizontally to the right; directly ahead and in line 

wit :"l the road it bega!1 to expand and grow brighter. At first it vras light 

blu:!. sh. It took on ~~e form of a ''perfect rectangle" for a few seconds 1 

ani continued to expa~d and get brighter until it became a large circular 

• 
• 

ob2e~t "half-fillii"..g the sky". The colors were blue to green, "like finger-

pa:.:::.: ., , :!erging a nd. changing; the entire array appeared to be rotating clock-

• • .. "l. .. :: .;:. -" ~- ....... - :'irst • 

At this point aJJ the witnezses becaroe very apprehensive; 

the ca.:- in reverse and backed up at high speed for several 

blocks , to the house of an acquaintance. All went indoors. 

The witnesses called the police, and then called their p~entss 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Report of sighting of At1gust 17, 1966: Roseau-Thief River Falls 

H!:tness : Minnesota. 
Two o·ther passengers 

• 
• 

• 

• 

T:-: e Report: The were driving back to Roseau from Thief River Falls, 

oJ miles to the southwest. They were just south of Holt (about 10 miles north 

c:' Thief River Falls on high\fflY 32) when saw a bright orange or red 

c~ject appear in the sky slightly east of north. It eXpanded rapidly 1 at firs·~ 

~e.ving a dark hole in the center and then appearing "all colors of the rain-

bo·..r". Thj.s appearanc:: gave way to a silvery cloudlike appearance. 

About 10 miles fo.rthcr north, the second object appeared, and 

called the attention of the others to it. 'fhe second object 

e.:--?eared apparently d.:.~ectly above the remains of the first, and went through 

t~~ same sequence of ~)pearances . The clouds remained visible in the sky, 

ap?s.:r-ently drift in:; s :!..c;.;ly to the northwest 1 all the time while the rest of 

t!!e trip was comp:i.;~ed. At one point the cloudo seemed to drif't; in front 

cf the north star, ~-hich could be seen through the silvery cloud. The cloud 

a:..~o p3.ssed before e ''bright star" in the northwest. 

Time esti~tcs are highly variable. says t hat they 

a=:-:.~·.:i at Roseau at 10:45 CDI', which would place the initial sighting at 

1" --V
. • • ·- - ..... ... ..... 

guesses that the initial siehting took place at 

1 ) : 30. If is off an hour , the initial sightins would o.gret: 

,.;i't!: ~:!e others of this series pro·tided the trip took around 90 minutes. 

Accor.ii ng to the ro3.d :maps, the distance from 'l'hief River ~.:1lls to Roseau is 

60 :;j_lcs by road, the road passing through 6 sln:lll t o\·rnn star~ine; Hith Holt; 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

Holt is 11 miles north of Thief River Falls. 

Direc·tion cstim.1.tes seem eood: ,.,as sitting on 

the r ight side of the rear seat1 and aaw the object in the uindshield 
• • • 

on t he . right side1 apparently a little to ·the rish't ~f the roa.d1 which • 

• 
• 

• 

runs directly north and south lvhere the sighting took place. 

estimates the angle to be about 12-15 degrees east of north -- much closer 

t o north ·than to northeast. • 
• 

• 

reports ·that the cloud appeared to drift to the west 

as they drove, eithe~ oecause of the motion of the car toward the east, 

t h : motion o-r the cloud, or both. 

According t o the editor of the Roseau Tirres .. Region, many o·thers 

sa:.; the phenomenon, a:ld the best direction estimate according to him '\oras 

10 degrees east of north. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Reference your unidentified observation of 16 August, 1966. 
The infox·mation which we have received is not sufficient 
for evaluation. Request ·you. canp-lete the attached FTD 
Form ~6J• and return it in the envelope provided. 

We ~sh to thank you for reporting your observation to 
the Air Force • 

Sincerely,. • 
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Report of conversation with 
Rochester Flight Service Station, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2'{ 

Mr. recnlled the night of Ausus·t 16th, and found the log 
• 

I , 

• 

e~~ries pertaining to it. At 0410 ur, August 171 1966, an cn~r,y indicated 
. 

~e;orts from four airplo.nes; another entry at Ql~30 lists an o.dded report 

in Bonanza. n looked up the registration of the 
• 

• 

four airplanes 1 which ,...-ere as follo,.,s: 

Aircrat't Courpany 1 Kansas City, Jv1o; 

found. to have changed name to Aircra.rt 

Sales; sold plane to Service, vhich 

sold plane to Corp, Davenport, Io,va, 

but damaged before delivery.; repaired it and 

sold to Corp. in st . Paul where it 

,.,as found and located. Cessna 310v 

: Not listed in re~istry, but by elimination 

is probabJ.y the CessP..a 172 flown by 

T\vi n Bonanza , owned by Aviation1 

Hashington, Penr.sylvania. Pilot, 

~JPe not determined; ovmed by University of 

...,a.~ed at Anoka County Airport, 

Telephone (unlisted nnuiber). 

l-1inneapolis, Minn.; Phone 

Now at Arrey Car;rp fol-- six months • 
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16, 1966 

• ansfield, Ohio 
44903 

• 

Atr Force, - • 

Wrig.llt Patterson Air Field, • • 

Dayton, Ohio • 
• 

• • 

Attention: UFO Department 

Dear Sirs: 

A U.F.O. was just observed between 11:20 and 11:50 P.M. 
Au~~st 16, 1966 at my home. 

j/ 

. . 

• 

The U.F.O. was generally a brilliant yellow light moving 
slcNly from south-west to north-eastc Movements were erratic. 
"I-:;" would stop; t hen proceed. It would move to the right 
or left. It would glow very brightly at times, tt1em dim to 
alwost insignificance. 

The night was very clear. 
ti :nes, but this was not a 
self-illuminating. 

I have observed satellites many 
satellite or a balloon. It was 

Due to the wooded section where I live, we could only follow 
its path (overhead) forl50 degrees before it dropped behind 
trs~s. It was very high in the sky. Unfortunately, I did 
not take tbe necessary proceedures to calculate its height! 
Sha~e on mel live done research on U.F.O's for more than 
ten years. 

Those who observed 
Ohio; 
parents from E~uado 
i ' ield, Ohio, and 
The latter two people 
of -c :: e UFOo 
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Ma.nsfield, 
his t~Jo 
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and I would appreciate an explanation 

• 

Objectively, 
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~an B. Haber ' 
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NORTH CENTAAL UNITED srATES 

16 AUGUST 1966 

At approximately 2245 CTYr, 16 August 1966 an "unidentified flying object" 

was observed in the nor.thern sky_. Four occupants of one car reported that 
• . 

• . 

after seeing an object that begarr to whirl and change colors, heading .toward 

their car, they turned the car in the opposite direction and drove away. The 

object appeared to rise up from behind the woods and after a pause began to 

ascend once more. Object was reported to vary in size from that of a full 

moon to ~hat of a football field with blue, green, and faint red whirling 

lights "turning to a definite blue-green as the object came closer. At one 

time, i t appeared that a hazy green funnel went down from the object to the 

ground. As the object rose fran the woods the brightness was compared to an 

ear l y ~c~~ing sun and gave off so much light it blinded the observer's eyes. 

It see~ei that the object was coming toward the earth at a tremendous rate of 
• 

speed. 

. 
T:~e alleged UFO was also observed by a private pilot as he was approach-

ing Madi~ on, Wisconsin. To this observer, the object changed shapes from 

moon shaped t o oval and finally to an elongated 'V' or boomerang shape. The 

pilot was flying at approxL~tely 165 knots and the object was keeping pace 
• 

with hL~. Other aircraf t pilots reported similar sightings with very consist-

ent descr~~t:ons. 

Still other witnesses reported a green luminous object varying in size, 
• 

tha·c appeared to have exploded and faded in a haze. There was basically no 

movement of t he alleged o·bject as it slowly disappeared from view. In an-

other instance the object dissolved into streaks of light before vanishing • 
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CONCLUSIONS 

After considering the available information it was concluded that some 

type of Wiusual upper atmospheric phenornena had occurred. Contact was made 

·with NASA in regards to any type of upper atmospheric r~search project that 

was curr~:1-tly underway at Fort Churchill in Manitoba, Canada. 

It ~as learned that on 16 August 1966, German and American scientists 

were par~icipating in several experiments over the Fort Churchill area. At 

2239 CD: there was a rocket that departed the Fort Churchill launch area and 

reached sn altitude of approximately 250 miles. Shortly before reaching the 

altitu~e, there was a barium cloud release into the atmosphere. The artifi-

cial clo~d first appeared with a brilliant red color followed by and ending 

with a c-eenish-blue. · -

Pr~-~ry objective of t~e experiment was to obtain measurements of 

electr~c fields and wind ~~~ion in the upper atmosphere by photographing 

and trac~~g the movement of the ionized barium clouds. The phenomena was 

visible ~or several hot~s and for hundreds of miles depending on the altitude 

of the sig."lting. 

It i s P::-oject Blue Book's conclusion, after a careful evaluation of the 

avail3b2..~ .. :.:;::a, that this barium cloud release was the cause of the sightings. 

As the ~!~~~ ~~s expanding it would have definitely seemed as if it were 

approachin~ ~~e observer at a tremendous rate of speed. Being about 600 miles 

to the no~~~ from the one aircraft sighting, it would have appeared to pace 

the aircra~~ a s the pilot so stated; this is a natural feeling '{hen something 

is quite distant and visible to the naked eye. 
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,~uth. Minnesota 55811 • 

Dear • 

Re.fereoce your unidentified observation of 17 August 1966 • 
The inf"onaation which ve have received is not sutricient 
for eval.uation. Request you complete the attached :F"l'D 
Fozm J.64 and return 1 t in the envelope provided. 

• 

Sincerely, • 

• -• 
• 

• 

• QUINrANILLA 1 Jr, USAF . · · · · .. • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 

• 
•. 

. --
ProJect Blue Book 

" . . "' . .. . ~ . ~ hier., J 

. ~ 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

-

• • 

• 

• 

• 
• -• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

,. 

• 

• 

• 

,.. 

• 

•• • 
, .. , 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • . ~ . . 
••• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
~ .. 

• 

• 
• 

-

• 

• • 

• 
• 

... . . ..- . ... . . ..... . 
• 

• 
• • • 

• 

· ' 

.. 
• • 

• • 
• ' • '* 

• • 

• 

~1>.-. • • . . . .. 

• 

• 

• 

-

• 

• 

• 

"' -•• • • 

.. 
• • 

.. 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

.. ... • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. -

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
•• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• .. . 
• 

• 

• 
• 

.. 

• 

• 
• 

• • 

• 

• • . ..... ...... 
•--t ~ ~ • 

.,...~. ' -... ~ . . . 

• 

' 
• 

• 

• • 

. ·~ . • 
• 

;.. 
• • 

• • 
• 

• • 

• ' . ... 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

~ 
• • • 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 
• . . ' 

•• • • 
• • • 

• 

• • • 

• • 

• 


