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DATE - TIME GROUP

L.aouncs
Cimilian

1. NUMBER OF OBJECTS
One

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION
90 minutes

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Ground Visual

7. COURSE
West

8. PHOTOS

M Yes
A Neo

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

] Yes
X No

FORM

"
LOCATION

30 August 66 31/00307 Alley Springs, Missouri ’

PROJECT 10073 RECORC - _' | -

10. CONCLUSION

Balloon

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Observers noted round object about the size of a marble.
The color was silver that later changed to orange.

Object was visible for 14 hours before disappearing to-
ward the west., The object was seen by many people and some
said that it looked like a balloon.

A balloon was launched by Litton Systems Incorp. of
Minneapolis, Minnesota on 24 August 66. The balloon
dropped its package; however, it did not function properly
and the ballonn went toward the south for the next 10
days. This balloon was over the southern Massouri area

on the 30 August 66.
Balloon was confirmed by B 52 pilot over eastern Arkansas,

FTD sep &3 0-329 (TDE) Previous editions of this ferm may be used,
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FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY

ROUTE SLIP

”
DATE o

9/9/66 o

N -8 0 To: TDETR ROUTING SYMBOL i E
ight=Patterson AFR

A Per Your Request
For Your Information

For Your Signature

1 Comment

Per Our Conversation Take Appropriate Action
[C] Note ond Return Please Answer

Discuss With Me (O Prepare Reply for Signature o Y R e EoSNE
For Your Approval

DY v —— {
REMARKS: o~ |

]

TELEPHONE NO. ROUTING SYMBOL

MEMPHIS ARTC CENTER

FAA Form 2641-1 (7
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| th Little, 'TM-2 | | b "“* PR
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‘ | T- IIIIE% |

W il -""'-"".".'—""""'“" e S T T . i s -

Mr., Little calle! concerming the balloon end 3: discussed it brieily, .'le srated that
Mre Flener hed veen designated by Dava Thomas tc be the cne to'keep an eve un the
situation and tuke whatever action was eppropriste. Hr, Little asied that Mesphis
Center work clos~lv with i"ort Worth and Houstén to supply ¥r, Flener and “ontrol

~ Central with current informstion, Mr. Flenerjwould like to know irmediat.iv wien

" any of the following conditions oecurs”™ "° . 7 .. &

" % il W F - ’ -
bl .3 * R . 1 ’ia &

W

.

B i I R e L L -

1. 1f the ballorn descends at an‘yt.ih NJ.WHS,OOO feat,

= e ——

2. The insta * it reaches the cosstline.

. 3, -If at any tioe we lose contact or are unable to determine whare the

“s balloon is. - ' :
e Advise Mr, Merer if balls '?u g ‘
The Watch Supervizor should: dtul'rnl mmmm.?:{mﬂ:ﬂmry& GCI, .
the location of the balloen, including helight.  The Watch Supervisor should cheek .,
for current [ fornation as to location tnce eath hour so that this information will
be avalilabie fcr Mr, lener, if asked for. .

o

T

»

» g L omri | k Ful
Mr, Litgle stated that FAA will trust GCT for location and painting of the balloon
tonight igstead ¢f aircraft maintaining a wakch. ' ’

- 1.1,:2, #@d 3 sbove, or any ‘ether informaticn ttmsidered significant. Alsoy i

signifitant infornation sMbuld be forwarded Rc Mr, Wvate. for the Arem Offides
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AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66) T/ms "

ACTION: RDC=4

INFO: xoP-1,me-2;§haa-,3}m-7,nn-1(19) ADV CY DIA 3\ ,-BD
c1'B B11R AU JAK RUEDWXA0213 25 10632=UULU--F LD HOA. DO

DE RUNGHU 1317 2510201

I\ UULUY

R 08013 SEP 66

. FIe 97By PLYTHEV ILLE AFB ARK
| |  TORWMFUA/ADC EN AFB COLO

' AU (KG/290 RICHRD S GEBAWR AFE MO

RUEDFI F/FTD W PAFB OHIC

RUENHOAZAFNIN WASHDC

ROFCHOA/SAFIO WASHDC

|

it
WL

|

' 0 RUYGAA/2AF BARKSDALE AFB LA

3T |

UM AS FOR OFFICAL USE ONYDCOI 04068 SPE 66 TO ADC ENI
"FE COLO, 29 AIRD IV RICHARD S-GEEALK AFB MO, FID WAPAFB OHIO FGR TDETR, pesr
AFNIN WASH DC, SAFOI wASHDC. INFO 2AF BAK «DALE AFB LA AN 42AD. 5
SUBJ: UFO REP(RT . REFERENCE PARA 14, AFR 200z PARA BACALPHA)®
CARGE BALL (1) SHAPE WAS ROUNC. (2) SIZE APPR OX IVATELY THAT OF A
VARBLE. (3) COLOR WAS SILVER CHANGING TO ORANCGE . (&) NUMBER WAS

ONE. (5) NA. (& OBEC WAS OGSERVED 8E FORE MOON CAME UP, THE

1 OON UIAS APPROX IMATELY AT ITS SEVEN EIGH S PHASE ONTH DATE OF
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN:10707 (8 Sept 66) Pg 2 of 6

OBSERVAT IONe ¢7) NO TAIL, TRAIL OR EXHAUST 4 (8) NO SCUND, (9) NC
OTHER PERT INENT (R UNUSUAL FEAT LRES,

PARA 14B8CBRAVO) ¢ (D OBSERVERS ATTENT ION V/AS ATTRACTED BECAUS

PAGE 2 RU'GHU 1317 UNMAS

OTHER PEOPLE INTH AREA WERE LOOKING AT TH CBJECT. (@) CBJECT
FIRST OBSERVED AT AN ANGLE OF APPROX IMATELY 25 DPEGREES ABOVE TH
AR I1IZONTO THE SOUTHEAST OF CBSERVERS POSIT IONs (3) CBJECT
DISAPPEARED AT APPROXINATELY THE SAME ANGLE. ) OBJECT MOVED FROM
EAST TOVEST. (& OBJECT WAS VISIELE APPROX IMATELY ONE AND OMN-=HAL F
HOUR S

PARS 18CCCHARL IE)> ¢ (1) GRCUMD VISUAL . (2) NO OPT ICAL AID S

(3) WA,
PARA 14D CCELTE) ¢ (1D APRRCX I"MELY 310030 AUG 66, AGCUT 30

- — + et # e . . e s —— .
-"--l..__.‘ .

MINYTES BEFORE SUNSET , (2) LATE AFTEHNOON, (3) N/A,

PARA 14ECECHD) ¢ CBSERVER SS SIGHT ING \/AS MADE AT THE POST OFFICE IN

ALLEY SPRING M ISSOIR |, LOCATED ON HICHTI:AY 106,

" PARA 14FCFOXTRIT) 3 c1)*@£ 19 SR

<JBNY 0, COLEGE STIDENT AT SPRINGFIEL COLLEGE, MO, COMRLETELY
REL IABLE. I'Feiimmpmemeser 0y | 0 THT HIS orot kR SR

is verier a0 vafRRIRE L EVED TO BE AN ENFLOYEE OF THE

IR ST S _Fi,‘_v S TR AR s
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AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66)

AFHQ .xes 0-309C

UeSe PCST CFFICE INALLEY SPRING, ACCRESS UNKNOVN, AL SO SAY TH

(BJECT AT TH SAVE TINE AS D 1D MANY CT HEKS,

PARA 14CCGOLF) s (1) OBSERVER DESCRIBED TH WEATHER CON IT IONS AS

WEAR V/IITH UNIMITED VISIBILITY, (2) BLYTHVILLE AFB WEATHER STAT ION
PAGE 3 RUYGHU 1317 UNQAS

REPORTS THE WIND DIRECT ION AND VELCCITY INDEGREES AND KNOTS AS

150/ AT TH SURFACE, 120/ 10 AT 6000fT , 120/ 10 AT 10,000 FT ,

120/ 15 AT 16000 FT, VAR IABLE/05 AT 20,000 FT, 350,20 AT 30,000 FT,
330725 AT 50,000 FT AND NOT AVAILABLE AT 80,000 FT. (3) NCM,

(4) 10, (5) SOATTERED AT 6000 FT, (& NONE, (7) NCRMAL LAPSE RATE
TEMPEPETURE DEV IAT ION PLUS 15 DECGREE S,

PARA 14H(HOTELD ¢ NONE

PARA 141CIND IA) & UNKNOWN

PARA 14JCJWL IET) ¢ T‘;'.'O B=52 AIRGRAFT FROM TH 97TH BY WEKRE AIRBORAE

AT TINVE OF TH SIGHT INGg HOLEVER , AND EXAM INAT ION OF THE AL IGH RCUTE
AND TIMES OF EACHAIRCRAFT IN ICATES THAT ONLY ONE WAS INTHE VACINITY
OF ALLEY SPRING AT TH TINME FOR SIGHT ING, TH AIRRAFT IS IDERNT IFIED
AS ETTA 22, PILOTED BY CAPT IAIN VARREN Jo HERRIC, 34T H BA’E SQUADKRCN,
CAPTAING HERR I1G ADV ISED THAT AT APFROX IMATELY 3017 @ AUG, YHILE HIS
AIRCRAFT V/AS BETWEEN SPRINGFIELD, MO AN EVANSVILLE, 1N, HE RECEIVELD

w’
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
STAFF MESSAGE BRANCH
INCOMING MESSAGE

AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66) Pg 4 of 6

AN ADVISCRY TO BE ONTHE LOCK FOR A WEATMER EBALLOON BUT AT NC T IH'E

COWD HE SEE THE BALLOON. CAPTAIN HERKIG ALSO fDVISED THAT AT
WATELY 31008 @ AUG WHEN HIS EST IMATED POSITION WAS APPROAT=
M1SSOWK | HE RECE IVED AND ADVISGRY ROV

AP PR OX

MATELY 60 N SOUTH OF ST LCUIS,
ON THE LOOK FOR A WEAT HER BALL OON YHICH

THE KANSAS CITY ENTER TO BE

PAGE 4 RUYGHU 1317 UNCLAS
HAD BEEN RELEASE AT ST, LOUIS. CAPT HERR IG ACV ISES THAT HE SAU THE

BALL CON AT THIS T IVE,
AN EXAMINAT ION OF CAPT HERKIGS FLIGHT RO
AFT TURNED SOUT HIARD AT THE ST LOUIS VORTAC AT 3100352 AWG

UTE IMN ICATES THAT HIS AIR-

JnS ASEAM AND APPROX IMATELY 10 N TO THE WEST OF TH FARV INGT CN,
0 VGTAC ON A TRUE HEAD ING OF 176 DEGREES AN AT AN ALTITWDE OF e
P
R

37,000 FT AT 310042Z, AN %AS APPROX IMATELY 6N SOUT H OF POPLL AR

qUFF, MO AT 31052 ALUG.

AT 01302 SEP, MAJOR JOHN C, GO FREY, 97B% COMMAN POST ADV ISED THAT

HE WD RECE IVED AND ADV ISCRY FROM VEMPHIS CENTER THAT A VEATHER BALL OON

A [NTH AREA. NAJ GIDFRY FIRTHER OV ISES THAT AT 01000Q SEP HE
OBSERVED A WEAT HER BALLOON FRO¥ A POSIT [ON APPROX IVATELY HALF VAT
SETUEE N MEMPHIS, TENN AND BL YT HEV ILLE AFB, ARK. MAJOR GEDFRY ESTI- [

VATED THE ALT ITWDE OF TH BALLOON AS 45000 FT AN FIRTHER ADVISES

AFHQ e 0-309C




AF IN: 10707 (8 Sept 66) Pg 5 of 6

THAT THE BALL OON HAS BEEN REPORTED INTHE AREA APPROXIVATELY 10DAYS,
THAT THE ALT ITWDE VAR IES BETWEEN 40 AND 69 THOUSAND FT , THAT TH
DIAVETER 1S APPROX IMATELY 500 FT AN THE KBOA RADIC STAT ION IN

g

KENNETT, MO, HAD REPORTED A WEATHER BALLOON INTH AREA.
PARA 14KCKIL0) 3 CHIEF, INTELL IGENCE CIVSION, 97TH B0V BARDMENT W I NG
BLYTHEV ILLE AFB, ARKANSAS.

PAGE 5 RUI/GHU 1317 UNQAS
THE M OST LOGICAL EXPLANAT ION OF THE CAUS OF THIS SIGH ING IS T HAT

|54

THE OBSERVER SA# THE LARGE WEAT HER BALL CON % HICH REPORTEDL Y H S BEEN
DRIFING INTH AREA FOR APPROX IMATELY 10DAYS. SEVERAL OFF ICER S
HAVE PEPGRTED SEE ING THE BALL OON, THE B-52 WCWD NCT HAVE BEEN UNDER

1]
..-i_-i
.

v

ORSERVAT |ON FOR THE LENGTH OF T IME REPCRTED BY TH CBSERVER AN w,
N OUBT ABL Y WAS T0O FAR AWAY AN TOO HIGH TC BE OBSERVED , PART ICUL ARLY P
(N VIEY OF THE LATE AFTERNOON T INE OF OBSERVAT ION, IT WILL BE NCTED i
THAT THE OBSERVER REPORTED THAT THE OBJECT WAS FIR ST OBSERVED AT
LPPR 0K IMATELY 30 MINUTES BEFORE SUNSET AN WAS INVIEY FCR
APPROCIMATEL Y ONE AND ONE=-HAL F HOWRS BUT D ISAPPEARED WHEN THE SUN tl
"ENT DOUN. THIS APPARENT D ISCREPANCY MIGH BE ACCOUNTED F(R BY THE E,*
FACT THAT EMIMENCE, MO, 1S ONDAYLIGH SAVING TIME OR BY POSSIBLE F*
FRRRS |N THE OBSERVERS EST IMATE OF TH TIME OF DAY, BUT THE 4
E_

AFHQ e 0-309C
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AF N: 10707 (8 Sept 66) Pg 6 of 6

S NOT CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT « FIRTHER AND EXAM INAT ION

DISCREPANCY |
SENNE OF TH UNIVERSITY

OF THE SATELL ITE ¢ CHED WLE PREPARED BY DR. Jo He

OF ¥ISSOWR | AT ROLLA AND PUBL ISHED BY THE NENPHIS, TENN, COMVERCIAL

APPEAL NEVIPAPER FOR SUNAY, 28 AUG, |\D ICATES THAT THREE SATELL ITES,

ECHO 1, ECHO || AND PEGACS-A 4OWD BE V ISIBLE DR ING TH WEEK OF

»e AUG BUT NON AT THE TIME FOR THIS SIGH NG, CONSEQUENTLY, ON TH

2518 OF AVAILBEL | NFORMAT 10N, IT IS BEL IEVED THA THE WEAT HER

PAGE € RUICHU 1317 UNLAS
asLL 00N WAS TH OBECT SIGHED. TH
» SEP 66 CONFIRMS A FREE BALL OON N THE AREA.

USAF OPERAT IONAL SUNARY OF

PARA LC LUNA) 3 NONE,

B_T
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Contact with Dr., Morris of NCAR (303-443-=1960 ex. 502). Dr. Morris
said that he knew a 1little about the balloon launched from Minn,
It was launched by Linton Systems Incorp. (612-633-=7110), He

said that other groups launched balloons.
Winzen Research Incorp. Mr, Dan Williams (612-881-5871)

Raven Industries Mr. Keauser (605=336-2750)

Wad a balloon launched from Palistine, Texas on 5 Sept. 66 which
went westward, Over Lubbock, Texas, Tucumcari, New Mexico, Gallop,
New Mexico, to Prescott, Arizona. Dr, Morris didn't know where the
balloon was at the time of the conversation. This was 9 Sept, 66 and

the balloon was still loese,

Dr, Morris also said that it was quite possible for a balloon to
reach the US after having gone around the world. There have been
balloons launched from New Zealon By NCAR that have gone around the

Southern Hempesphere in 10 days,.

Contact with Mr, Richard Olson of Litton Incorp. about their
Balloon which was launched on 24 August 66, Their balloon was up
from 24 Aug. to 4 Sept 66, Balloon was launched and stayed in
the area for several hours, Balloon went up to 137,000 feet,

Balloon traveled slowly westmard and dropped its package about
7-8 hours about 40 miles west of launch area, Balloon traveled

slowly toward south and was reported over Shenandoah, Iowa on
the 26 August 66, 27 Aug.66 Hastings Neb, 28 Aug.66 Russell,
Kanas, 29 Aug.66 Kansas City, Mo, Balloon has a red pennant
which has been reported as a big red tail, Balloon came down

in SE Texas,

Contact with Balloon Control Center, Holloman AFB, New Mexico
about balloons launched from Holloman. Balloon was launched
on § Septbéb6 at 2245 MST and came down 1155 8 Sept, 66 near
Doglan, Arizona,




a ‘.J-; & .-ﬁ..' L 'Iu"" ;" .-.' .'._r s, "r. " s g ) ™ . . ¥ & l_‘ -."' | ‘:f n T “__' ] 4 . LT J . i . / : d . L -
A NI 9 T IR TPV o Tt Vg SN T e T (e E e S A T . W
I e A e, [ A oo Wl L R PR ﬁ%ﬁﬁ L T R S T it N A oo e
'ﬁ‘-"r?"ﬁ:‘\..j.h‘ ! - _1} e *ﬁ'mtﬁ". . - - , ‘ l“"‘ e P e M g ;_',j t'ﬁ'\*v.h' '::" "",: I ".\,I "‘.T L { - *..Iﬂh_“r -:.-.:""-:-h‘l: .
8 Sept. 66

Contact was made with the PIO Scott AFB, Ill. concerning the
release of a balloon from the St. Louis area, The PIO stated
that he knew of no balloons being released from the area, He
had heard of two balloons; one in Wisconsin and the other in
Texas that had"gotten away'"., He said one of the balloons was

being tracked by NORAD and was now near Winslow, Arizona,

Conversation with Radio Station KBOA Kennett, Mo, Informed that
a balloon(weather) had been launched near Minneapolis, Minn. on
2l August 66, The balloon traveled southward being over the
Mo.,Ark., Temn, area on 30-31 August 66. The balloon left this
area and was heading SE toward Alabama, Balloon went down in
Texas, The balloon dropped its package; however it did not
deflate propérly. (31&-88—8&6163

9 Sept, 66

Contact with the FAA at Memphis Airport, Memphis, Tenn. (901~
397-1473) traffic tower, The autovon number is 631-1620,

Balloon was west of Memphis, Tenn on about the 30 of August 66,
Balloon went cver Wynne, Ark,, Clarksdale, Miss, and was heading
SW. Contact should be made with FAA(90l- 363-1202) for more data,
An aircraft near Dyersburg, Tenn saw the balloon and identified it.

Contact with FAA Memphis, Tenn,chief controler (363-1202), Mr. Starns,
Mr. Starns said that they picked up the balloon on 30 Aug. 66 at
O400Z. The balloon at this time was reported to be at 10 miles NW

of Sedalia, Mo, and was moving ESE at about 5-10 miles per hour,

The altitude was abeui-454,000-bus-neé not known but believed to be
about 59,000 feet, Mr, Starnes said he would send us their report

on the balloon flight path,




