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FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY

Alrport Traffic Control Tower
P, O, Box 30050

Memphis, Tennessee

August 24, 1966

IN REPLY
REFER TO,

Commanding Officer A
U, S, Naval Air Station |
Memphis, Tennessee

Dear Sir:

In accordance with current instructions which require that all

unidentified flying object reports be referred to military

officials, the attached report is forwarded for your information !

and azy action you deem appropriate,

Sincerely yaurs . I i

James F Arthur
Chief, Memphis Tower
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Alrport Traflle Coutrol Towor
b= P. 0, Box 30050
Mewmphis, Tamnessce -

August 256, 1966

Dear M-, NN

This 15 in veply to your lettar of Aujust 12, 1986, concernipg an unknown
flying ob ject observed by you in the vicinity of Menplils, Tennsssea, X
regret the tardiness of this re2plys unfortunstaely, a diserepancsy in the
addres’ss and my absence from iiemzhis for several days delayed receipt of

" .. your letter,

 The established procedure f£or h:indling UPD rxeports 415 to rafer thzn to ths

nearest military base for imvastigatien, F¥Herzvar, in thls particular
{nszance I feel the circumstinces warrant my acswering you personally,
During the period prior to =2 Iollowing July 27, 196§, the Aero-Lite
Cocpany was conducting gerial advertising mtivitim in the Memphis area,
They use 2 modified Cessna with 2 larga fvane ov platform mounted under=
neath barveen the landing ce-r 2nd the €2 .;.i.v heal, This frame 43 approxie
mately 10 feet wide &nd wien alrborue unfolds to & lensth of approximately
30 feat, It is gsectually a scresn centéining hundreds of tiny light bulbsa,

" Using the perforated tape prirncinle thoy &ve adble to dizplay moving advere

tising siogans or messages, Ilicwever, the displey to be legible must be

viewsd when 2lmost directly {.H"f_""‘.'.'lta"' £o far as I hava been abla to
detarnine, this 1s a newly dozigeed ploce of equipment and the ﬁnly ona in

oparation l: this time,

. Viewad from tha angles at which you obgserved it I believe it could have
' ‘presented tha appearance you do acribt.d. I buass this assumption on the fact

that the first night it opersted in Mamphis the control tower alona received
over 50 telsphone calls, The desgriptions raceived were mot in a3 good
detail 2s pours dut did describe .:::l:...i.lar appzarances dependent on the angle

from which iz was observed,

_ Since I canzct ba gsure that this wan the objezt you cbserved, I am forwarding

8 copy of your report to the appropriate military authorities for further

. investigation and processing, In answer to your offer, I would appreciate




the sketches you made of tha objest, After astudy I will return th-:gin' to you
if you 2o desire, - |

Your report is appreciated end should you arain be in the Memphis area I
want to axtend you and your fanlly an fwvitation to visit the PAA Control
Tower aad Terminal Radar Facllity at Memnhis lictropolitaa Alrvport, It is
one oI the most modern {matsllcotions of {ts type in the country, and {t would
ba a plsasura for ma to show {t to you,

Sircerely yours,

- Originai signed by

W S e

- Chilef, Memphia Tower

ces
.. Conmanding Officar l/
U, §, Raval Alr Station

Mexpnis, Tennesses
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August 12, 19606

Federal Aviation Agency
Menphis Airpoxt |
Air Trazfic Control Towex

Memphis, Tennessec - | : . _ | ‘

1S

Gentlemen: 5, \

On July 27, 1966, at 9:30 P.M.,' while driving on Interstate 55

o ———3usl_south of Memphis, I, &long with my wife and daughter, saw

~++ . wynat apr=ared to us to bs a '"rlying saucex'". This object was
approximately 200 feet fzonm us, over the highway, at an upward,ﬁy'
angle, and we were ablzs to cobserve this object for approximately
1l minute in great detail, - |
This object .was approximately 40-50 feet in diameterx, the main']('
portion being black, with one small red light on the upper léft -
region {as it was facing us). This light did not blink, * The _
black portion was slightly more oblong in shape than round, Undex”
this slightly elongated porticn was a smaller section of the ob-
ject that appeared to be completely round in shape. This section
appeared tc have a glass azrea (more or less frosted) from which a .
continuous light was shining. Bencath this was a "xotor" which
turned at a moderate rate of speed, passing in front of the ﬁ
frosted iight panel, causing this light to '"'blink". . The rotor
was not turning at a high rate of speed either at-the time that
the object was almost stationary above us nor when it left oux
field of vision, There was no sign of power, such as jets, prxo=-,
pellexs, etc. We could detect no noise from the crait, but it
is possible that there was some noise associated with it that we
were unable to detect because of the air-conditioning and the
fact that all windows in the car were closed. After approxi-
mately 1 minute, this object left our immediate range of vision,
flying away from us toward and over part of Mcemphis,
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Please 02 advised that immediately after this craft left our . .
vicinity, we sighted an airplane at a much hicher altitude, e i3
~and were able to make . a comparison of these two crafts. There
was definitely no questicr in our minds that the object we saw g

- “was "NOT an airplane of arv typelknow to us. I huwe made sketches
. pis.craft, and would be pleased to forward saﬁz_¥3_§aﬁff3if7“tf-

-
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In view of the above description, I would appreciate hearing from
“..you "as to whether or not z craft of this nature is known to youz. ™"
_ office, “Also, please advise if any other sightings of this object
\ were reported to your office. s I T
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+ Thank you' for yourlconsideration'of this matter. N S A =
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