.

PROJECT 10073 RECORD

: Civilian

— 'W _.
. 1. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION i
' 17 June 66 18/03002 North Vernon & Columbus, Indiana (2 witnesses) E
2. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION ;
Probable (aircraft) i

o wdimGeR OF OBJECTS

e
L .. J“

Object was probable an A/C coming in for a landing at Columbus.
Landing pattern 1s in the area of sighting,

‘3. LeNGTH OF OBSERVYATION

N/R

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Observers were traveling NW when object came into view out of
their right front window in the west. Object had red blinking |

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

| Cround Visual

lights. They appearéd behind the woods. The one observer
stated che did see one wing on the object. The object was

very large and polld, |

7. COURSE
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FTD (TDETR)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433
6 July 1966

Mr. and Mrs

Maricn, Indiana 46952

Dear Mr. and M-iNNEGG

Reference your recent unidentified observation of 17 June
1966. The information which we have received from Lt Col
Sprinkie was not sufficient for evaluaticn. Request you
complete the attached FTD Forms 164 and return them in the
envelope provided.

We wish to thank you for reporting your observation to the
Alr Force.

Sincerely,

FECTOR QUINTANILLA, Jr, Major, USAF
Chief, Project Blue Bock
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July 2%, 1l9Yo0.

Major Hector Juintanilla, Jre, Ue Se Ae Fo
Chief, Project Blue Book,
irignt-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45450

Lear Sir,

sy night, June 17, 1906, at preclsely 10 P. M., that
and and I left North Vernon, Indiana, and headed northwest

Route 7. 1t is =8 distance of sixteen miles to U. S. 931, where
we turn right to g° to Indlanapolis, on our way home. N¥ husband

was driving.

+ht or nine mlles northwest of Lorth Verncn, on

Approximately elg
Route 7, we both sSaw two startling , brilliant flashes ol crim-
apn red 1iznt, ~ff to the west, & 1ittle distancs shead of us. The

f1ashes of lignt made sucn & glow=-- and only for an instant-- that
1t 11luminated tree TODS, 2aS if it came from somewnere low bahind

et
g wooded area. e voth exclaimed about 1t, and wondarad what 1T
could te-- eval speculatec

if it could have been an explosion, OF
en alr crash, though 1t really locked different than eltner of thoase.
v 3

after turning right, on t. g, 31, this was still on our minds to
sueh an extent, taat I turned on the Car ~adio to listen for any
news that mizar -ertaln tc itT.

Jaat north of siumbusg, . Se Sd racomes & dual hi mway. He nad
just antarsd this stretel >f hignway, between folumbua and Franklin.
Tne .lme wuist 2279 been about 10:490 F. . L waa looklng ont of the
right front Wil—OW of the car, and 1oo0king up at the stars. The
nizht was céarx ( no moon at all \ but it was very ~lear, and 4ry,
and the stars were anusually orililant. [t seemed that there wers
more stars tasn 1 nhad =sver seel vefore, and 1 —amarked to my Au3-<
nand atout 1t. It was & neautiful night. As I looked up , all of a
sudden, very nich and slightly to the right of my cignt shoulder, it

s of pale gold stars T was lookxing at just

" 15t loosa " and headed straight for our car. The speed was uncanny.
It seemed that they no more than ° let loose " .ntil they took the
2orm of some kind of aircraft that swooped right ovaer the top of

~:r car, at about an altitude of ons hundred f£ifty feet, made a4 Dass
comzlately over the opposite lane of the dual nigawajy, than slowly

turned slightly upward as 1t crossed back over the highway in front
~f us, then tooX off at about =& 45 degree angle from the road , ahead
of us. . It was very large, and 1ooked as solicd as the automoblle we

were in. Thinking I was belng a 11ttle ridiculous, and perhaps 3ee-=
{ing r=flectlons of 1lights in tne ~indshizld or wincow glass, 1 quick-
1y let the window down and turned i@ racio off. It was stlll there.

1ocked 1ike a straight lin
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ng ject=-- OT sraft--nad 0OnNS wing, Wwiiud anywnare 10N 0:-to 1COLT.
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It was shaped ( the wing ) exactly like a length o8 2 x 4 lumber. On
the back edge of tThe hirg ( or thickness ) it hau a multitude of what
looked like brilliantly lighted windows, from wingtlip to wingtip. Just
brilliant white light, seeming to come through windows. It reminded me
of a lighted dining car on a passenger train, as seen from a distance
at ni&nt VWhere cabins are, on conventional craft, this craft seemed
tec have a short, completely unlignted structure, that servsd only as

a connection for a fantastic tail. Tne taill was high, and perpendic-
ular---- just went " straight up ". The first thing I thought of, by
comparison, was a scorpion's tall, though this did not " curl uvar” at
the top like that. It just reminded me of the annular segments of =a
scorpion's tall--- one very long one ( and dented in, on the sidse
facing me, as the craft crossed back in front of us), then some kind
of "spoolad™ look ( as seen on furniture), then ended at the top as
an enormcus red light. I just never have seen anything like it. The
craft was simply covered with brlllliant red, green and white lights.
By thia tims, I was leaning as far out the car window as possible.

Suddenly, another craft appeared, and performed exactly like the first
ona. In all, thsre were salx of these craft that passed over our car,
&croaa the opposite lane of the dual highway, crossed back over 1n
front of us, and tock off at about a 45 degree angle, ahsad of us.
They were 1ldentical craft, in acsolute 1ldentical precision flight.
And thiere was 2bsolutely no noise. Only once did I think that 1
heard a faint whrrrr, but I can't be sure. My husband kept driving,
and theres was no need to stop, tacause all the craft wers ahead of
ugs, I did ncoctice that on our lanses of hignway, golng north, there
was very little tr affic There was no one ahead ol us, and I noticed
! nird us was at least nalf a mile back. Howsver,
affic on thns lanes zoling south, and a3urely sone
a crafts when they went over our car =nd crossed

¢ Dasse®@ over our car, tnsy lﬂrﬂﬂ‘ﬂ.qu went
» invertac rmation. The top of thz inverted "4i" was
siightly downward, llke tnls: W The truth is, they
> ,__Jf‘i: e This,
zo into formation'---- even as I watched, Bhey were alrseady
ion. I_%;d e@very chance U0 observe these cralft, as they re-
main 2ad of -y and off %o ths right, in open :ﬂtr side, for at
lﬂaat fifteen miles. Thair formation was per ect ney passed by some
¥ind of electrical tower, all tnls Time moving P“LJET slowly, and the
large CTilinking €all lihuts at thzs top of thelr tails blsrced with
the red lizgnts on the tawer, as if for a moment 1t -were part of the
formation, too. These craft were never out of sigﬁt, thougn at one
point they were farther to the right, ahead of us. ""They came back
( still looking like an inverted "4") ard at oncs were in perfect
formation, over a wocded area, of't to the right of tne hiznway, about
a cuarter of a mile away. They were exacly the s=zme distance apart,
axactly the same altitude ( very low, just avtove tne woods), and
parallsl to the highway.All that was visible was a stralght line cfr
large blinking brilliant red lights. They wsre completely motionless,
except for those red, blinking lights, as far back as we could aee.
I think two more craft from somewhsre joined them, because I counted
taree or four times, and 1t lookad 1liks thers wers elght blinking
lignhta.
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%e drove on, and suddenly, comlng towards us at tremendous speed,

no more than two hundred feet above the right berm of the highway,
was a completely different craft. It simply stoppsd in the alpr,

and stavad there, while we drove by and looked up at it. It was a
flat triangle, with one side much longer than the others, and looked
like this: e -~ 1t had red, green, and white lights

completely around 1¥¥. It just stayed there ---- "parked", or "sus-
panded“~-~--- in the alr, for as long as we could look back and see it.

All thsse craft moved effortlessly, and there was no sound. At first,
I thougnht the triangle coming towards us was a Jet, but it wasn't. It
was sllent. And I've never seen a Jet stop on a dime, so to speak,
without even seeming to stop, and “hang still" in the air. All these
craft wers so low, and so0o close to us, and so brilliantly lighted.

I don't know why, but neithermy husbend nor I felt afraid, It seeméd

like a fantastic Christmas show, in the alr----- all The lights wers
red, green and wnite, and 1t was one of the most beautiful things
L ever nope to see=.

A8 soon as we arrived home, 1 made notes of everything I could think
of ; regaerding these craft. The purpose of our visit tTo North Vernon
in the first nlace was to 3ee my brother, Lt. Col. William C. Sprinkle,
and his family, from Florida, wno were stajing a ifsw days wltn my mother,
rse Co Y. Sprinkie. He was with IiASA fTor five ysars,; on tne Centaur
and Surveyor prcojects, and just recently back wltnh the USaAl, at Patrick
Alr Forcs Easa, in PFlorida. After debating all the next day about this,
I declded to report tinis to nim, and he then reported 1t to you. He
told me the USAF should know about 1t.
I am no artist----just can't draw anytning---- but following are some
bits and pilecea that mayoe somecne can put Together and at least nave
ar: 1dea of what I saw that night. I I can be of further help, -lease
1=t me smow. 1'd apprecicte greatly, hesaring Ifrom you.
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Fommm VILLAGE

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAIN VACATION RESORT
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FONTANA DAM, NORTH CAROCLINA
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