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9 Jaceober 65 09/211 52 

l . SOURCE 

C i vi.l i 2.ns ~ >:"\.TL T I:- Li::) 

4. NUMSe R OF OtJ!CTS 
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~tsli!O FOR THE RECO!ID 10 December 1965 

f r om t,lash lngton D C ca l l ed to find out inl'o:-maticn aa to 

th ~ si3htin; f rom Acne, Permsylyo..nla . NFtjor tol d him that the sightlng 

took p oa.c'! a.t 4:15 on 9 November in the af't ernoon . ( 2115 Zulu) ~13. .jor 

told that s photographer in Hichiga.n wa3 able t o take 

>:1 picture . Thia phot ographer is from Royal Oa'!.~s . He a lso tola the 

Dr that 3. s e 3r ch was lll8da tn attempt to reco, er tb~ object . 'I'he S~:-ir~h 

ended ,msucess :t'ully at 0200 . 
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HE~«> FOR TH:S RSCORD 10 Decemb~r 1965 
I 
I 

. rle placed a call to Royal Oalta, 11.tichig~ to I • 

l 
• 

I • 
l 

' • I • 
tbe higi:r·o~ay •..rhen be s~w a flash. He wasn 't sure if he heard fl. cound. 

• 
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• I 
He pull~~ over t o the aide or tha highway and got ou~ l1is camera ~~d 

l 
• • 

At this time, he only ha s th9 negative . On t he 
I 
i 

\ • 
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n e g 3-ti·;e , there appears to be a cloud of smokd • • It is 30ing in a certain • 
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said that she ,,1/ould be very glad t o send the direct!.cn. Nrs 
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nega·ti ve or prints of the neg.ati ,,e . • 
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DAYTOiJ DAILY rTElo.'S, 
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10 Dec 
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Hr t .o knov tha is. test ne-:-1s o:a the slf¢lti~g neen on Acme J Pennayl'Vat"1.i~ 
• 

location. Major Quintanilla told hilll that there l..ocal reports , 
• ·- • 

only i~:ephone calla . Re told him that ~a just coatacted ~~~Jala Radar 

Site and ~here was no addi tional information. Major told him +.hat the 

big!r.1ay patrol -went out to the area, but found nothing. 
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1·1:.:.~ :0 F03 TIT.E P~CORD 10 T\ . . '- 1") 0,.5 JA!ce:nuer 

from the Fl i nt J vurnal called, ~~d wanted to know :Lf th~re 

i !l any ;:-::>::-<:! infvrma!;ion on the sighting seen in Pennsylvanill , Hichiz9.n, 

T • • 
0' i ...... ~ .. .., "'"1 0 n. o J --~ .4 - ........ """ • In Flint, Mich igan, ,,as found som~ :pieces of ~old, flat 

. ( subs ta:~c ~s -.ri t h some discolora:tion. It Wt;\S in rat. her large clm;-cpa . l" long 

cmd 1/loth " tnde) t!a. jor asked h-i..m to send a ple c..:e addres..:H~d ·to ?re Ject 

Bl ~ ) u~ _oo.< . He agreed to send i t . 
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10 D~c 65 

• 

Call from Oakdale, Pennsylvania 

So~e pe~p:a ~aw a glo~iog llght . • • 

Ther'! W?.3 else a. report that t here via s a b lue light, cl!ld t.here \¥as Pn odor. 

( J~con.d -:: a ll t~ Oalcdale) • 

.C.t Ca:;~.ma.n said t .hat. the search encled :tt dJout 0200. ; They s earched vit h t he 

St~.te :?olice.. They could not f ind anything. They do not p lan on goln~ 

out a 0 a!.!l . 
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The news medi a, etc . stopped callin3 about 1 o' c lock. 
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N.::.l-!0 J.'OR T!lE RECORD 10 Decetaber 1965 • 

. 
: ·xs wbite in Colonel Jack's office fL--orn t he P~ntagon cs.lled. She wanted 

to ::no~.r t~e znos:. recent number of UFO caa~a for 1965 . ~-Te ·told !ler 718/ 
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t!S St.at~s .'.:·Part Ca::ada. .l • • • .. • .. • 

9 o., .-:; ~mb~r 1965 T-Pc!"Tl'.at:ton. c':-tly . · 
~.3~uree: Sa u ce:- Ner.-~.s, lfo~ 13~ #1, 
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On the a.fternoon o.f December ~J:~•- a. my.stat-1ous fireball. made its way 
across seven par.theas tern~ s"" te.s : ~and part of Canada, and wes signt.ad by air--- -... . -. - - - -
line pilafs as well as by hundreds or-ofher people. Strangs metal s trips were 
found in D swamp 40 miles north of Detroit, and a l~rgg woodad a~ea ubout 30 
miles fr~m Pittsburg, Pa. ~s seuled off for sevgral hours whil~ a thorough 
search for debris ~as made ty hundreds of members of thg Army's 662nd R~da~ 
Squadron, state police, ~nd volunteers. Nothing was found, however. Offici als 
state th~t a meteorite was p=obably the cause of it all, but the times in­
volved indicate that the object was traveling much too slo•JJ for a meteorl te. 
Thera is also evidence that it changed cours e in flight. (N. Y. J ournal-A muri­
c:ln, 12/10/65; The Jerse y City ~1. J . Journ~ l, 12/10/55; Duluth~ Minn. News- . 
Tribune, 12/10/65; UPI; etc. ) .... _ 
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dart! ti me) . The dura tion o£ the meteor 
was auout four l>CCOm.L;, and it w:u rl~­
scribcd :ts a brilli..tnt l ig ht which took 
o n a reddish hue at the end o f its path. 
Color estimates indicate- tha t it t h angect 
rapidly front white to o t :u rge . 

- • • • • 

The train of the De· 
cember 9th fireball, 01p· 
proximately •J5 seconds 
after at "'as 6r.st :.ighted 
by Richard P. Cham· 
pine from abnut two 
mile~ east of Pontiac, 
M ichigar.. n~ had bten 
driving ~uth along In· 
terstate 75 whe-n there 
was a lla~h jn the sky 
;\t an altiuide o£ about 
30 degre~. The fire· 
ball traveled toward the 
east, t;nding at an cle· 
varion of 25 cle~rees. It 
lasted about one sec· 
o11d. Although when 
fir!;t seen the firebali 
appeared to be fading. 
it ended with a hurst 

"'11tc brightne:,s rnu\t h.,ve !Je~n on the 
order o£ ma~nitude -15 for a n o bserver 
!ocated in soutltt:a!ttern i\1idtigan. T ht" 
fireball bunt into o ne Lttgt! awl 5ever:1l 
smaller fragmc::ms before it di 'ii!ppearecl . 
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• • • .#0 
• • • • .I • • - . ·· .... .. . _ .... , - ~, -- - ··-· -. ...... . -.. ... • t'!-. - _:a., .. 1 ~- • - • . , • . -·-~. ._ .... ..... "Several 1 hunderou~. tcsoun<.l i n~. :wei 

rumbling bonms were heard iu rlte De­
uoit area, ~! to five:: minutes l::tter, de­
pending on the locatiou o i tl tc:: o bst:rvt-r . 
1\ seismograph a t Willow Run Airport 
(about ~5 miles southwest o f D e tro i t) 
recorded the shock . 
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of light. 

"One observer in 1\ l ilhigan had j u.n 
fini:,hed tak ing sunset 1l ictures anrl had 
tu rned towa1·d tht: southeast when tht: 
!irehalt appeared. H e quickly took two 
.:olor picture'l of the train anti cloud . 

• • • -·' \ . • • --· .. 
. -• • • 

Stnnding on the stHml· 
der of the road, 1\lr. 
Champine took thjs pic· 
ture with a 4-hy-5-inch 
~amer:a and a 127-mm. 
Ieos. It is the first oi 
n st."ties o( t'our, the 
o thc:n being laken at 
55, 70, anti 80 seconds 
airer his nnt ob:~erva· 
iion. I n the last picture 
the train is strongly 
curvecl in the mitld!e . 

"?rc·parations a re uucJ~r way fo r Caua­
dian scicntisti a nd JU)'sc:lt to begin ~·r· 
ious attempts to locate tit'! ~"t:gion o i ;, 
possible f.tll of meteorite:~." 

• 

• 
• .. . ... 0- .. .... . -• 

• 

• -• 
, )r -· -

• 

• •• • • - .. 0. - . • • • 

Dy thauce, G. \V. W ccherd l, a geoph r · 
~cs and geology profes.:wr :\C the Univer 
si ty of C aliforn ia ac. l.o, .'\ngeles h 11 

already plannPd a htr '\ill t').'l tr ip c ·rH. H 
started th ree d ays ~art ier, i n order , . 
interv iew people who had seen the fi n 
ball. · 
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• • 
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T .\TE o n the a i ternoon oi Dccembei-..9, 
L I Qfl5, a firehal! that must ha~~ ·been 
brighter than c:-te full moon streaked 
aero~ the skj• 1 :=:tr the Great L akes . 
Tbough tlte bri:E:t ~l ii~ht i:mcd only :t 

fc•,.., second~. the :~v: •ffir :<:rt a smok.,- ~r1i n 

that r cma int:ci vist'' ~ .nr at Jca)t 20 min· 
ute". 

' J h e iirehall's p:nh through the :umo­
\ plwre ;' I'!H:ars t.., h :l\ e bct·n c;•t:t>p, pro b-

• :JI1!y twrr the c;o ctt .lc rn :\t ichig·1a Pc·tin­
!)ttl, fm 111~ .n., , , l••n 1. ' l iu . r .ck 
t• 'tmin •t<•tl n..:ar th(' wt-:stctil t·ml of L1·a· 
F r iP Tl ;., po,.~ihlc that rhc lin:ba ll 
droll(k d JJ II! Icor ir t~ . b ut hec:lo~ c;c it .. tr ajci'· 
l Ory i, olOf )'Cf \,·t:JI l. nown, i l i!i llOI dear 
whl.'f h,.,. d\L'Y f d I nn l:111d or im o dtc 
wat~~~. 

{ \<JO (,eC tnr'i COIItriln:tC t O this 'llllCt'r· 

t.riury uf rht.• ri r<'IJ,d l's p.tth through rh c 
:<!lnn,.aht·r c-. Si 11cc the tiJne w:t, nt•:~r suu-• 
t>t, th 'H' wt.•r~: r:n :wn fi clth .~ ~;;.in! whid1 

t i •" ri •· 1, d I r oHid he ulnttc.:d \!'in, t hr 
• 

l• t h'f tl n.t ' r"" aud ""'rr p.uh i ll the l-~\ 
h.lnlp ' rc•l .tttrmpt~ to lr•: rt< lh rrcrion 
" '"r rht· ~10111111. 

• 

• 

• 

• -.. 
• • • 

locate any po~ible meteoritic rna». An 
aMronomf'r clo1e to the scc::ne was Von 
Del Chamberlnin of the Abrams Planetar­
ium, East Lansing, Michi~n. In l'e,ponse 
to his Tequests for in[onnation, more: than 
100 penom sent 11 im reports. He wri£es: 

" On D~cernuc::r 12tit I arrived 1t Ch:\· 
land, rented a ca r, and d rove Wl!lit 

talk to people .tt l:.lyri a, Ohio. L.ltcr 
tht! day i visited th e Feder1l Ac-on aut i 
Administration fl i~hc co n trol c~nter 
Oberlin, Ohio, to sec! ic th ey hall a ny u • 
fttl information. They diu, <\ncl th rou 
Mr. Hatton o: rhi-t facility I w.t~ ~i' 
:\ copy of 23 repNr~ by :1irrraft p ilot.· 

"The fint report \,·;-,s rcccivtd at I. 
• 

p.m. EST irom ,\mcru::m r\idines Fi• 
"Tile fireball o <.cmr ed at o.bout 2 i :44 

Urai\'.!rsai tir:tc ( 1·14 ~.m. 'E:1:1t~rn scan-
l8G. ,'lhid\ W .1S :t b out ~0 miles \\'I.!St 

)l!ck, Michig~.n ,"r.J:-t lc:! ·;5 Ttil t"l :an d· 

• 

• 

Th£" p:-eth of llw rirchall 
cxtcnd ccl rou~hly fnom 
n<trthwest to ooutht!ast, 
pa""ing well 1-Qulh or 
Pontiac and Detroit, 
1\fichig:w, <tnd .:ntlin~ 
in or ne:t r tl'tr. wrl4tern 

. L ' .,-,:-· .,art o. :1 <e ... r;e. • 
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CRE-:tT LAKES FTnEDAl.L 1 
· ~nrtcrf from Jlage 79) j 

was much closer than it really was. Whcn l 
it disapp~arcd behind a house or a trrc, 
many people thou~ht it hau !allcil only' 
a lew h undred yanb b eyond . 

"If the meteorite h ad (allen a few miu· 
utes later that rlay, it probably could ha\'c 
been rcco' ered (rom the much more fa1 

,·orable terrain rarther west. The steer 
tta!cctory with the short visibility of thr 
fireball ir.dicate that i t w a..; cxtraterres 
ttial roat•eT rather than a returning space 
craft." 

\\.ill iam Werner, a regional <lirectCJ 
(or the American ~fctcor Society. sui . 
miued three sightings. One was by H o\• · 
ard Duell of \Voo.,ter, Ohio, who dt 
scribed tile fireball ns "very br ight, yc 
lowi"h , like a rocket flame. Blue·gra 
smoke trail rcmainerl one minute; !:11 

• 
puff, five minuteJ." 

1 
Peter M. ~lillmau o£ the National R 

search Council of C:1nada fonvarded j 
report from H . N ced h:tm at the Londo1 
Ontar io. airport. He described the linge 
ing train n.s seen most o f the time again 
a clear western sky. It became twisted ar 
off-white in color, ending as "a thin ho 
zontal doud" visible for at least 20 mi 
utes. • 
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nctroit). Till• new hall si~hterl au ohjt•ct , 
trailin~ ~moke s<luth of Detroit. 

"\\'ithin the nc::-a few minute~ m:llly 
other rarfio ml·ss.tgcs '\CH' received froml 
airbon1e oh~cr"crs in ~r ichig:m, Ontario . 
and Ohio. i\lany pilcJLS tllought nn air­
plane wa.~ llowu in Lake !~ric. When a ll 
1 h<' IJl'a ri ugs were plnucd em .1 map. 1 hey 
intersected in an approxim:Hl'ly :-1()0. 
square-mile :1 1C'::t between Toledo, Ohio, 
and [•eire r, l;lll(l c~('C rna p). ThiJ ngrccd l 
with si:;ll ti ugs fro m the Ch•,·t!l:llld a re:•. i 

"The nc:xt clay I drove fanher w~H to , 
· the tP.t~ion of Fremom, S.11ulusky, allllj 

Port Clinton, Ohio. AlthnHgh these citiesj 
wen! near•: r the end of the fireball's tnt jec-

1 
tory. \'CT)' few pruple hacl noti(.erl the; 
phenomenon, probably l>ccaus~ it was. 
high iu the sky nuht>r th:w do~ to thel 
horizon . However, 11cvc:ral r<'port5 placed II 
the fireball ro the north . Oue ohser"':r 
at Port Clinton-on t he south shore of 
Lake .Eric-also l'aw the fireball to the 

p act OCCti iTCd SOlllh of the Jake. 
"I then tclcphotted police station~ and j 

local operators on all iuhaititerl islaru.h r 
in the we~tcrn c·n<.l of Lake Erie, inr1uir·l 
ing if anyone had seen the fireball. No ' 
one h :1.d, but m:my pcrmm heard a loud! 
detotntion or sonic boom at that time. 
Sc\'er:1 1 people were cerra in that it came: 
from the west or nonhwest. This sonic• 
hoom had aho heen heard by many in 
Por· C';n~on, but not ranh«>r C:\'it. 

"In dew o( the small popuiation oi , 
the'e i'S1 nnd'l (Pclcc Jsl:md; North, !\tid­
dle, and South Ha'is islands; a ud Keilty, 
Island) and the fact that mo11t inhabitants 
s tay imide as TIIUCh :ts pm•iible in Decem· 
ber, it is not surpri:;ing that there were 
110 observers of the fir<'hall. 

"Calling Colchester, Omario, on the 
opposite shore of the Jake, I talked to • 
l\fn. Margaret. Lankin, who with her ' 
daughter It ad l1een haugi ng clothes when ~ 
the firchail :tppt:ared. About 30 seconds 
after it disappeared, tht-y he:~rd loud 
drtona tions. 

" J also taBa·tl by· tdt"pt1one to Richard 
C h:tmpine, who took the nccompanying 
pho!Ogyaph. His narne h a d been gh·en 
to me by the f .\:\ in Oberlin. 

"t~ is clear thac only one firebalL oc­
currt>d and tha t this ht'cam~ nonluminous 
a numher of mik~ abov~ the ,,·estern end 
of Lake t::rie. ~rf')~r oh~erw:ro; ngrc~d th"\c 
it burst intO scvt-ral picc<:c; .u the end oi. 
its tr:-~jcc r nry. 

"Tht: firt•b.tll "':IS o~scn en by many 
pc·oplc In (.)Ill. lio, . r IC.h l;.lll, Uhio, l'cnlt·­
sylv;tnin, and ro a lcs~er c ·~H'llt i rr neigh· 
boring st;ttt-~. In nt!w~ p.t p<:r :lCCOllll ts, a . 
:;:-cat many :-uppo.cd irnp:H.r sites were: 
reported, hoth in 'IOU T hw::.~ttrn Pcnr.~yl· 
,·;mia :111d eastern Ohio. Fr.1~rncnts were 

· cl:linaed to h.1 \'(" f.lllcn in Oh :n a nd M it.h· 
• tg;m. 

''Tl1'''t' im;'lf;illul ''·•PJH"ning" nros,· 
fr'lrn tht! impn~.,tbility ,,f l'<fimaring th r 
1lilt111rc ..>[ :111 ohjl"rt in d.r ~i..y. Almost 
C'\r~one \ h" q w lhr tii 'Cil.lll thm:~hr sc 
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• !his is 1D repl;:r to- :tour letter o~ Deee:ribe'r l.O to Wrignt­
?atteraoa Air Force Base 1!'1 -gbich ;.rou. ~quested in-fo.rr.!a'tion. 
regarding tbe identity of tb:e xte.ri.al. whicll you inc.lo&\..~. 

• 
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• "fireball" Yhieh vas s-pot-ted by .Lapeer Conntl resid~o"t"" 
·.18.8 also obser«:d by residents in I:::td1a~a, Ohio, southeesr.ern 
M:J.-cMsan. and Permsy~vao1a. ·lhere i.s no connection· 'Oe~~~o .:.. • t,i11;) 

County. '!b~ 
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ti.reball and tbe. mawrial. wb:! cb ~ found in 
:aateriaJ. Ybicb ]OU suemi tted tor 3llal yai.s is Thia material 
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itii"!.Y TO 

ATTN Olf• 

GIISJ6~T • 

TO : 

• 

• 
• 

• DEF=-ARTMENT OF THZ AIR FORCE 
HEAOQUARTERS FOREIGN TS:CH NOL OGY DIVISION f AFSC ) 

W~IGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. O H IO .4!54 3 3 

• 

• 

!'or UFO Information 
• 

• 

Hq tJ 3A..,'G" SAFOICC ( t~Ira Hunt) 

1. l·Ir Kenneth A Parks, Lapeer County Sheriff', ha.a requested inform­
at~cn regarding th~ ident:!.:ty o:t' some materia l ivhich he sub:n.ltted to 

• 

FT:' . The :follo'nng paragraph it; pr011ided to a sstst you :1ith your 
re~i.y. 

2 . !he "f ireball" ':.;b!.ch 'fas spotted by La:~eer COl..L"'"lty re9iden t a was 
a~~o observed by resif-~~ts in Indiana, Ohio, Soutbea3t~rn Mic~igan, 
and ?ennsylvania. There is no connection between the f ireball and 
th~ material which was found in Lapeer Cou_~ty. rne ~t~ri~l submit ­
ted to FTD for analysis, by Sheriff ?arks, is 11charf." This rn.a·tertal 
is c ropped by aircraft to confuse rat1.a.r compl exes ,.,hen p::l.rticipa.ting 
in ::nterdiction exercisa.3. "Cba!r11 can tr.9.v.el. 'for many m:tles, d-apend­
in~ oa 'Hi.nd curreat3 a~d 'itTind velor;:lties. 

... '!lE CONMA.f.i'DER 

ERIC T 
Deputy 

d _/~ 
v-.~ 

de JONCI<ll±ERE 1 Colonel, USAF 
for Tec~~olo~J ~d Subsystems 

• 

- . 
• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

2 Atchs 
1. Ltr Lape~r Co~~ty Sh~r~f~ 
2. Snvelop~ containing chaff 
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LAPEER COUNTY SH;:Rl!=F'S. OFFICE 
KHINEfH A. PARKS. SHERI FF 

LAPEE~ + MICHIGAN 
Phone MO 664·6565 

• 
• 

• • 
• 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

December 10, 1965 

Project Bluebook 
F. P. D. 

• 

• 

\fright, ?atterson Air Force Base 1 

Dayton, Oh io ... 
• 

Gentlemen: • 

• 

• 

On Dece~ber 9, 1965 in Lapeer County s everal 
residents spotted a fireball in t he sky, said 
that there was a streak of smoke and fire. Some 
claimed that they seen an object go down. In 
the area the enclosed was found. 

Would you be able to identify this and advise 
any information that might be of help in this 
matter • 

Tnank you. • 
• • 

• 

• 

~~ry/truly l~t ~ . .. ._ / p , ~--~/7~-t.?Z/V:. ~ .-:(:(:~:' 
;;,ennetn A. Parl< s, ~~ 

• • -
• 

, Lapeer County Sheriff . 
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MEr40 FOR THE RECORD 10 Dece:nber 1965 
• 

from Detroit, i-llchi;.s:m called in regards to t.be p tcture of' . 

t he meteor \o;hich l.:mded in AC!:1e, Pennsylyan!.a. He sa id that i t 11a3 105 
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t8}i0 FOl THZ RECORD 10 December 1965 

llajor Ho~n-rd from the Penta3on called . Rc -.n.nted to find so:-;.~ in.2orr:!l. tion 

as to '"'hat he could rele3.3e ?.3 a s ·taternent to th~ public. conc~rnL"l3 tha 

Eajor told him t!1at a team of r:1e:1 ~.,ere 

sent out !~on the Oakdale Radar Site 1n Cakdale, ?~nnsylvania. ~bey 

sea-rc!J~d UJ.itil 2 o'clock, 3l1d vere unaucceasf'ul in findi:lg ·tn..: ob~iect. 

This t:-:.:.;:-~g ..,.aa visual, was not, picked u:p by radar. i· ~ajor told ~·!3jor 

rlo~be.rr~ Ohio, and parts ot Indiana. '!he tea.rn of c en who we:-e sa:tt out 

to pick up the ob j ect -worked along wi tb the Stata Hig;.1'..,a:l Patrol in tryt~13 

to reco7er the object. He explo.ined the t~9.jor ilowa.rd that the thin3 could 

be a me~eor or a bolide. He expalioed that a bolide i3 e meteor Rita sound. 

This thing could tra·.rel 24 .miles per second. 11iajo1" GJlintanllla said that 

it was Ok to call it a met~or that ent~r~d the atmosuhere . Ea s aid thac -
in~restigation is still und~r vrs.y. 'lh~re Wfla no R:pace debria ,t~hi.ch -~n'tcred 

the at~sphere on 9 December 1965 . 
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10 December 1965 • ~1&-'i.C FOR THE RECORD 

The !n:forrna.tion Officer f"ro~ Pi tt..>burgh , Pennsylvania, called to :i'lnd 

out "What he could about the ~eteor seen o·rer Ac;ne, Pe!L"'lSylva.nia. ' ·'e 
• 

• 

told hie it vould be wise to contact the Pentagon) Rnd possibly get 

the E!ame statement wb!ch t he Pentagon i a rela3sing to the public. 
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I 
I 10 Dec~mber 1965 
• 

• I 
• 

llo~3ton Space C~nter re~eated information a s ~o the aighting near Ac~ne, l 
• 

I • • 

I P~.:1.'1Sylvan1a.. l·1a.jo r told him that till Air Force team along ui t h the 
I 
I 

I • .. I 

• State !U3!l·.o~ay Patro l search~d tbe erea. until 2 o 1 clock this morning. 
. 

:Major ~·re him the location a s 45- 50 ... m.i,l ea. ;east of Pittsburgh. I 
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