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;. 0 • : 'l'D7<!H/UFO 

3Uf3J 1 • f ' Balloon, v--~1"0 ~a.ch 

• • 

H r! AOQtJA · ~T = R -5 

FOR t::IG~ I TECHNOL OG Y DIVISION 
Al :"l FO ~C~ SYSTE'-1.5 COM~.,HO 

U ..,, T :c C\ , i A "t t;. <; .\I~ r C\ ~ C 1 ~ 

W "l f GHT•PATT t!l 5 0~ \ I re r:ORC£ R'")~ . I')H l O 

i O: Hq U3.-L7 SAF'OICC (Nrs Hunt) 

,. . . . .. .. - . , 
• • 

196~1 

R~f~=~nce the balloon which ~.;aa recovered at Vero Be:1ch, Florida . 
It Ca:l b~ stated t~at toe balloon Wa:l r;~.~.nufactured by t h e:! n T 
Sc~1~.e~.d.ahl Company> North!ieli-t Ni.tl.."'l~3t)ta. •£his :pa.r ·~icttlr~!· 1) . .1llo o.1 
was ~::>.:-o bably launch~d f .co.n C:.-;>~ Ke:tn~cly ju5 t prior to t ... .;.~ G~:nini 6 
mos::Jn. The Schjelda.bl Co~pa.ny h 9.3 3UiJplied 8.:;?9roxt:natelJ 1,500 
of -t!lese metsllic myl~ !Jalloons to th~ :.tara:-mll Gpace l>~ncer fo r 
l:..1.unc~ a t the Cape. 1h ~s~ a.rc 1.:!et~orl(),3ical bal loons ~hlr~.a coll~c·t. 

in.for ~a.tion on temperatl!re, pr essure, and d~n:3lt.y of the l.~..:::l03phere 
pr!or to a l aunch . At ti:l~s J 30:le of th.:!;Ja balloons are launched 

-

. \ 

a.a frequ~ntly as eveey f'iv~ minutes dur:tng the 12-st ho'!lr of th-e COtUJ.t ­

do~ in order to obtain data on 'Wind direction -.md Yelocit.y. t.fost 
of th·~se balloons would probably end up ov~~ the water due to tha 
prevailing winds. 
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.MEHO F O R T1Ie RECO~i D 

l!ALLOO!f: 

1, l·iallops Island, NASA, in conduct:Ulg a s~ries ot' test9
1 

using 

blir.tp-li.ke b!lllonns in an e:-q>erimental projttc t. Balloons are 

~u~actu1ed by the G.T. Schjeldahl Co (Schell-dahl) of P.orthtield
1 

~~~esota. The balloons are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long, 

tcur inches 1n diam~ter, 1neta11zed :n,ylar plastic, e.nd 'th~ balloon ha4 

'3 inflated t'in3 of! t he t~il. Balloon can drift for 3:!9' ~Ial h' •ndred 

miles, nepending on vinds . ~alloon~ ba~ s~rtal numbers, and DR= 

~~sign Release ~bere. 
• 

2. nte O.T. Schjeldahl Co a lso ma.uul'dctures another tY.Pe balloon • 

This balloon ia approJdl:lateJ.;r tli'O :teters in di~tftr(sphere), 

megalized mylar plaatic, and haa 3" high proJection horns , spike !I , 

• 

re:r'lectora for radar trsck1ng. Uned to 1:eaeure -wind ..,~loci ty b~:fore 

a l.a!lllch. Ha.te aup;plied. 1500 o.r: theu hll~n.a to t.he !&\~hall s_,~:n 
Ce::ter • 
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Octob~r 26, 1965 

• • 

• : £.~ .' .a.ngley ~~es~arch Center is conducting a research 
je .. c with exp~r1mental balloons at \o/allops. The manufacturer 
t~~s - ~alloons is the G. T. Schjelda~l Company, Northfield, 

· · _nn. A series of. six of these balloons are bein6 launch2d 
· th ~ current tests, • 

• 

The balloon is 
about 4 feet in 

a also inflated. 

shaped like a blimp 13.7 to 16.5 feet long 
diameter. It has 3 fins off the tail which 
It is made of metalized mylar plastic. 

One was ~aunched October 19, two w~re launched October 
one on October 25, and the other v~o in thg seri2s may be 
launched today. . 

One of these balloons launched last week landed inland 
about 25 miles (alr miles) from Wallop3 Island and generated 
a flurry of public interest. 

The A~r Force UFO Infott:tation Of~!ce at the Pent:ngon 
called this morning and they had been interrogated about a 
balloon which struck a power line in Bero Beach, Florida, 
and exploded. They woncl~r~n if it migh t have been l~~c.ched 

20 

• 

nt Wallops. The project people said it tvas oost unlikely th3t 
any balloon launched at H3 l lops would drift that f3r, but not 
impossible. They al~o f~ lt that the Ber0 eeach balloon was 
probably one launched at the Cape in connection ?ith the 
Gemini 6 mission. The Schjeldahl Company r epresentative said 
they have supplied about 1500 2-meter metalized mylar plastic 
balloons to Huntsville for launch at the Cape, and the Bero 
Baach balloon may have been one of th'!se. Ho".-~ever, the .Air 
Force UFO Office said they understood the Bero Beach balloon 
.-~as shaped like a 1-lght bulb. 

• 

' 

The project people here fegl that persons finding balloons 
.. ~uld, if they want to find out where they ca me from, writs 
·,_-·; .: company, giving the serial number nnd th9 D~aign :ael~ase 

:wber on the balloon. 
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r ______ .. _________ .;.-_______ ... '1¥'_. -------------------------------------4 -· -· .. _,.____ . ---............ -. 

U.S . .A1R rORCE TiCHNl C.AL IHfOR.~ATI0\'1 
' 

T!., ; :; 4Ut! ~ tionnaire hfJs l-.reten pr~pared so that you can qiv".! the U.S. Air Fotce os much 
in forii·c: ;; .;:1 ~ s possib1~ conc;3rn ing the un identtfied aeria I ph-snomt~tnon th'lt yt) lJ hove ob ~~rved. 
P loc :s~ ·ry to on'SW8r a1 rnony q•J..,stion3 os you pos~ibly con. Thet informatt on that you g iv~ will 
bl us&d t':>r r3.search purposes. Your name wi II not be us~d in <:onnection witn any statements, 

coru: k .i ions, or publications without yoiJf permi,:;ion. We r()qu~st this p.;:rsona l information so 

the: :f i t 1 s d~amed n..,cessary 1 wa muy t:ontcct y CJu for furtn~r datai Is. 

- - • 'X"" =: : ;--=- ==,--==--.::::.-..-.-----·--"""":.-:---- .. ---=;::==4- --· -------.. --- __ .. _ 4 -------.------- -· ~ -- ... ----·--- ~- -------- .... ---·- --·--- --- -- ~-·.....-.-.. _ .... , 
1. ',~h -1n did y ou soe the objc!ct? 

_, . 
, ... .. . . .:...-~ ... -

• , .. 
/, 

( I. /.' / ------ ---------
Doy Month Y e :lr 

-
-~ :\l , _,..._ .... ...,_ .. ----~-.--.. .. ,.__...., ~ 

~_.~ ~ '"'9,.,.... • 

-
___ .._. __ _ 

• --

-: 
•• 

2. Time of dtJy: ---' 

----~ 

(Circla Ona): 

.... 
-. J 

• ----- ------
- - - -·-- ...... _ ..,... . .. ~ ..... 

--
A.M. Of I l'1 • . \,I. • 

• --
-

t 
I 
1 • 

~------~~----------------------------------------------~-----------------------------~--------------------------------~ 

3. Time Zone: 
(Circl~ One): 

__,.-·-- - - --=· 
a.( East&r;,__..' 
b. C~.1ffd 
c. ,\Aoun tcin 
d. Paci; ::: • 

a. Oth'! r - -- - - - ----
! 
j 

--- ---- - ----··-- - --------- ·- - ·- - ------- ---~ 
4. 'V '~IH3 w~rtl!t you wh~n you sow th1t ob j.lct? 

• _. 

. 
• 

! 

• 

/ . -' - • 

, .. , , ,., 
• 

• • 
• I 

-. ,• 

~· 

''------~-------------------------------------------~~~ :.:==~=-~~--------·-=~·~c-~-~- ~~~,·~··~·~~-===~~:s~~~r-~r~· z~n~·•·••~'· -·----~~~~~--•r --...-..:- · - ____ w a = 

• j ·-, 5. How tong was obj,ct in 5ight? (To~al Durct i:m) ··------
• 

• 

c. C,trtain ---··----­. --
b. \ Fairly ceJrroin -~ 

• 

t;~ Not v~ry sur-t 

d. Just a guess 
• ----"--------' /. 

5.1 H~w wo~ ti';1" in sight det.!rmin~d? _;:;..~·_;;..,_.._-'=-;..,._-__,;;;;.~.:;.;·;;..,· __ ,.,_~·---·.:_--:-~" ___ ..;;;._..;,;. 

• 

5.1 Was ob i 4t~t ;,., .~ight continuou siy? 
, 

\ ' 
'( . ' ft '"' ·' . ., , --r-·...0·­, 

~ . 
No __ 

• 

t • 
' 
~ 

• ' ' 
4 ~ ..,.,. ~ 

l Y~? ~=~-=~ ~/ :.~,~ . ~ 4 ·:.- l 
_,.., - / t. ... _... ~ . ... .- ~.. .. ,"""'-· -

1 • 

.r ....... ·- .r-t..-.':,1' 
... -·- .... - ...... r! r ..... _. ~ ~.. i 

}---·----------- - --- ----- ---------·------------------ - ---,-- ,r- --- - - • , I 
6 . Wh'lt WCJ 3 t he condition of the sky? I 

DAY NIGHT 
a . Brigh t 
b. Cbudy 

-o. , Bri ght" 
; b. c' m~rly • 

l 
;--------- ---­ - ------------- ---------------------·----- ------:- ---- --~--t 

• 

t 

1 

"' I • 

a. In f~.£"!.of .J'!U 
b. , In occ'\ QI 'J-OV­
e . ·· To-yo.; rif;ht 

d. r o y )U, ;., rt 
'l. o...-,:,ttod 
f . Don't rem., iTl~ar 

• 

• 
r o , ., r~/ ,. .... . - • • 

i 
! 
~ 

i 
• 

• I 

t._ ... _. -··-~-------------- ------ -----··-- · -· .. -·-----·------· .. ' -_.. ~ ... ..... .,_ - ..... - -- -- ~ ----· ---·· ....... ~ -·· ..,. __ .__.._._.., ____ . -·-::#...,.._._._,., .. .. .,..._ ....... _ ___ .. \ 
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-~----~-------~------~·--"~"- ..., ..,_ · - n -~ • - ------·- •-••• • -- ·- .-..... ~w•------•~· ... ---=-• ----------·•• 
s. IF 'j0 1

·) SJW th~ oi:)jec .· t': t NIGH r, what did Y\hJ notic .: <: OT I C~rn ing rn9 ~ fAR .J and i\FJ0N? 
/ 

8..1 STARS (Circif: One): 

u. Br i .;h t lft·">on i i ~u 
h. Q,JII moonli~h~ 
c. No m;)onlight ·- p sh'h J ark 
d. Don't ram.,mb(tr 

• 

r---- ·------- . - - ------- - ------------... ------- ------ ·--·--- ·------ ---------··---

f 

1 
I 
I 
~ 

' 

CLOUDS (Cir.:le 011e): 

q, Clc:ar ·Jky 

b. Ha t y 
-- - . --....... ~ 

c . ,ScaH~r~d cloud o;~} 
' ·-J. TT~T~ro;-·Gcvy clouds 

WEATHER (Circle On a): 

-·-/ . 
a. t,Drv ---
b. fog, rr. i si' , or light roin 

c. MvJer11te or he'lvy r~in 

d. Snow 
e. Don't remt!rnb.,r 

• 

l 
i 

1 

J-------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

10. Th., obj~ct ap~at"d: (Circle One): ~.:.:._ / "' ~'/ / . , f 
;;-·---........ ., .. - ..- .._..- _.. --....... _~ 

, .. ~_ · \,.!, ___ , .. . _ ... ...,. :,._ ___ , ;: .. ~ t'.. · - :"'I I 
j o • l ---~~ i ~ · d • A s o I i g h t · i ~ 
1 b. t ro.,;por~nt e. Doo'r r~member 1 l 

J c. V ::.pDr . / ! 
------------------------------------~-------------..:..----------------~ 
l ( i 
1 11. If •t OFp:::ur~d as o light, w a ") it bri ght" than ;·h ~ brigh~est Jtars? (Circ b ()ne }: i 
i ~ 
r / 1 l o. Bright.:tr c. Abo•Jtth~ scrr.e 

1
-

4 b. Dimmer d. Don'r J<,,o;; .. ~~ 

1! . 1 Cornpar~t brightnt~t5S to $Ome common ob j ~ct: I 
J • l I • f _.:-;' : 
t ----·-------------------------------------·~--------·-------- - J 

·.__ ___ _:__~----,·----·--------------------------------·-------------------- - --1 
j 
• I 
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