- B . L b e R e N g = e~ = S o e gl - e . S— ——— T L R I S S ———— T T P A —— ———

R gl ol F o R ML W
= - . - ] . -
-4 ] I I | i ™ Y al
. X AW - ' - 18 | - LOCATION i
L4 | i
]
# |
e s il B i R T g — . Ty [ — - i il — ——— i a T S—— — - " P B 1 - i - = 1
j
] L - # & - .1|.-|.,.. fll'!q
' 1
- o -——
" & &
- s I } = N I
1 "
]
'
- = - - — P—— - - M —— - PR — —_—— - — - R —— . — £ -t = 3
~ i -
. + N F I AVA 4 L= Lt 4 L) AT ’
i
|
i ]
i
" ¥
| " = - ——— —wm Aew R m
-y
- 'l‘\
- ¥ i i ‘
& ] N
[
L = -
P— . ME— o — @ S g b S .
-
|
- = — _— e o TR e e e sl S L e E— gl
W
4
i
'
[ i s |
]
i
- s |
B B e I I I e e e )
L
a ] ol L] & ¥ .
i . I -'l\,.| s
L E s w
'
J
.
-
i - S Tl R il iy A A R R W W e N o s gl il e O e s u (s B e el Swc Pk el P g e S e e i W ol R B W il A ra—— = i

| . e
. = 3 ) *,.." - .-".} T wieud soaUane o i A Ay s Liaed,




R —

Mys!ar;;v Vapor Trails

The Melboucne, Austrealia Ilerald of 15
January 1965 ecarried an acticle about
seven unexplained vapor trails ohserved
250 riles olf the New Zealand Coast over |
the Tasman Sea at 6:45 p.m, on the 13th
(Wednesday) of January. “The RAAT
has failed to identify [lying ohjects re-
ported over the Tasman Sea on Wednes.
day night”, the 1rad sentence read.

Coplain D, Shannon snd the crew of
his Electra which was at 20,000 ft. a'ti-
tude reported sceing the {rails at 35,000
feet, going west to east. The tralls
“seemed to split”, into seven directions, '
indicaling a flight formalion, Shannon
reported.

An RAAF spokesman in Canbarra said
no eireraft cleared officially fron Aus-
traiia was in the area at the time. Inquiry
had shown (hat no aireraft authorized to
cperate over or out of Ausltralia could
have been in the area at the tine., The
The Australian radar stalion 5t Brook-
vale had turned 1o no reports of unidenti-
fied objects.

The initial story was sadly lacking in
detait but it is indeed strange that an
experienced pilot would turn in a report
on such a mundane item as contrails
when one vould expect a pilot (o expect
to see conirails.

Regardless, ca the same day tha Syd
ney Sun carried an explanation, to wit; J

“The RAATF now belieyes that vapor
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walis seen by Qantas pilots (appavently
others besides Shaanon observed them——
Ed) in the sky over Tasman were a
natural phenomenon . , . a Qantas official
sald that “"the Electra erew sighted what
appearad to be contrails from hizhflying
planes.”

Let us hope our Ausiralian colleagues
wers lraated 1o & more detailed explana.
tion the planes shonulid haya been
identiiiad,

A ditonal information reaching this
office indicates a radar conliemation of
the o ating bt the location of the radar
was not made explicit—it could have
been radar cantacl by Shannon's plane,
She clippings which divulged this Infor-
mation did not speciiy,

News sources also saldothe report had |

been olficially explained as “ice crystals"
although two top-ranking RAAL officers
g2id the evidence indicated a formation
of “military aircraft capable of high
spreds and long-range performance,
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