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1. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION

21 December 64 21/2130f
3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION

Civilian PSYCHOLOGICAL CATEGORY

. NUMBER OF OBJECTS
el No evidence to indicate that a landing took place,

Case carriec
One in the general psychological category. SEE CASE FILE,

. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Ground-Visual ring around center, vestigated from WPAFB.
3. COURSE SEE CASE FIIE.

2 Minutes (Approximatp) Saucer landed and took off. Area allegedly radioactive, Caz
supposedly stopped by the object, Size estimated at more th:
90 ft high. Shaped a bee hive, Had a flourescent light

Land & Take Off Initial information recelived innletter from citizen 21 days

after reported event allegedly took place,

8. PHOTOS

O Yes
L Ne

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

O Yes

XX Ne

FORM
FTD sep 63 0329 (TDE) previous sditions of this form may be used,
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So Mr. Burns told me how to find the meadow in which the
object had landed and said he judged that the UFO had rested
about 100 yards from the highway. But he gave me no further
directions. | found the meadow, stepped off 100 yards along the
west fence, and then went 10 or 15 steps farther. Then with the
Geiger counter turned on, | walked across the field eastward.
When | was about two-thirds of the distance across the meadow,
the needle started to rise and in the area from there 40 or 45
steps eastward the needle swung off the dial a number of times.
[ trailed the probe stick (by its flexible wire) in the dry grass
and several times picked up highly radioactive particles that sent
the needle off the dial. Even though [ walked far off the landing
site, the needle would not return until I had cleaned off the
Geiger-Mueller D-50 tube with a cloth.

Fortunately, before | was halfway through this investigation
Mr. Harry Cook, a DuPont research engineer, and a Mr. Funk,
a fellow engineer, while driving home from the day's work,
the former having learned the day beforethatthe UFO had landed

somewhere In that meadow, saw me there, stopped their car,
joined me, and corroborated my findings when they saw the evi-
dent radioactivity revealed by the Geiger counter. (See Jan. 17
Richmond Times-Dispatch.) The Geiger counter | used isa Model
2612 Portable Survey Meter with a Model P15probe. The Count-
er's ranges are 0.2, 2, and 20 mr/hr coinciding with 600; 6,000;
and 60,000 counts per minute full scale with the P15 probe. The
several times that [ had evidently picked up radioactive particles,
I had the range set at 0.2, but the needle still stayed off the dial
even when [ set the counter to the 2 or 20 ranges, and, as | said
before, the needle did not return to near zero until | brushed off
the tube with my handkerchiel. After | had uncovered the tube in
in the probe stick the second time, to clean if off, | walked over
the landing area with the probestick and exposed tube held about
five feet from the ground. While | was doing this, the needle
wavered around 16-18 milliroentgens per hour. The rays so
registering were evidently striking the tube from various directions
from the ground. And we noticed that when all three of us were
near to look at the counter dial, our bodies seemed to shield out
many of the rays, so that the needle dropped back considerably.
This would indicate that the radiation was not of the gamma ray
type, because gamma rays will penetrate several feet of solid
concrete, whereas a thin sheet of paper will stop the alpha rays
and something like a one-inch board will stop beta rays.

(n January 12 Technical Sergeant David Moody and Staff
Sergeant Harold Jones of the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
afler telephone conversations initiated the day before by the Day-
ton, Ohio, team, arrived to investigate the UFO landing of over
three weeks earlier., Horace Burs, Clair Weaver (student president
of the UFO Investigators of Eastern Mennonite College), and |
accompanied the Air Force officers to the landing side 32 miles
south and back again to Harrisonburg. Sergeant Moody had
Mr. Burns tell the entire story of his sighting, both on the way
and on arrival at the place of the sighting. Also he questioned
me as o my investigation of the landing site and discovery of the
high radioactivity, To Mr. Dallas Kersey, reporter for the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch, who joined us wnen we were about to begin
work in the fleld, Sergeant Moody said, "Thisis an unusual sight-
ing. It's not routine. If it was routine, we wouldn't be here.”

As the now six of us walked into the [field, sull covered with
four inches of snow remaining from a six-inch fall of a few days
before, it was no little gratfication to me to see Mr. Burns lead
the group exactly to the area that Mr. Cook, Mr. Funk, and |
had found to be radioactive, and to hear him say, ""Here, Gentle-
men, is where this Thing stood.” This was the first ime Horace
Burns and | had been near the place at the same time,

Sergeant Moody, using a Model 2586 Beta-Camma Survey
Meter, tested the area (rather perfunctorily, we felt) at 8 or 10
spots, first scraping the 4 inches of snow aside each time with
his foot. Twice, when the needle started to rise, he ¢jaculated,
CURN, quickly made some adjustment on his Survey Meter
which caused the needle to return 1o zero, and then said, "See,
there's no radiation here!” On a third occasion (each of these
witnessed by at least three persons), whenhe poked his instrument
too far into a clump of grass (after he had kicked off the snow),
several grass stubbles punctured the thin grey plastic-like film on
the end of the Meter and thistimethe needle shot up much higher
than before, before he could jerk back the Meter and examine
the damaged fUm. But again he made the adjustment, lowered
the Meter more gently and said, ""There's no radiation here!"’
Howsver, he acknowledged that the J rains and the 5 Inches ol
snow that had fallen, since the time of my investigation on Dee.
ember M), could havedissipated anv radioactive isolopes depusited
there on Dec, 21, depending on their hall-life, of course. The Serg-
eants both seemed sulliciently impressed by all the [acts they
observed and heard related, thal they said several times thal of
the 532 UFOs reported in 1964 and investigated by the Air

Force (of which 16 were classified as unidentified or unexpliained)
this could well resull in being the 17th for 1964,

In view of all these facts, when Mr. Burns and [ each received
our 3-page crpy (dated January 27, 1965) ol the Air Force
report and findings on the Dec. 21 UFO landing near Staunton,
it was with considerable surprise and dismay that we found that
the Air Force had decided there had been no such UFO sighting
and landing. The report’s concluding paragraph reads:

“"CONCLUSION: It is believed that a vehicle of this
size would be observed by additional witnesses at the time
and location of the reported event. There were no addi-
tional witnesses. There was no confirmation of radio-
activity in the area. Grass and weeds had not been de-
pressed. There was a total lack ol any indication that a
vehicle had landed in the field. Investigation by Air Force
personnel and subsequent analysis of the data collected
fails to reveal any evidence of an alleged landing.”

Apparently the honest, straightforward, detalled testimony by
Horace Burns, as to what he saw in the air, on the ground, and
in the air again, and its effect on the motor of his car, and my
testimony, supported by two technically experienced witnesses, as
to the radioactivity of the landing site of the UFO, do not con-
stitute evidence as far as the Air Force is concerned.

Strangely missing from the greatly detailed, 3-page report
from the Air Force was any reference at all to the three rains
and the 6 inches of snow that had fallen on the area between
December 30 and January 12, which we reportedto the Air Force
teamn and which they could easily have verified at the local weather
station which informs us that between these dates this region had
a total precipiiation of exactly 2 inches. The two sergeants were
very much aware of the 4 inches of snow still present in the fleld,
through which they waded in their low shoes for half an hour,
although | had urged them during their long-distance call from
Dhio, to come prepared with galoshes,

Also missing from their report is any referenceto the fact that
the two research engineers (Messrs. Cook and Funk, used to
Geiger counter work ), had witnessed the radioactivity ol the land-
ing area. Curiously, the sergeants evinced no interest in talking
to these two engineers, both ol whom live within a few miles of
the aren. Howevery, Sergeant Moody mentions in his report that
copies of several Richmond Times-Dispalch articles are attached,
including one written by Reporter Dallas Kersey on January 16
for the January 17 issue. Moody does not quote from the article,
but he can hardly have missed reading the following:

Nine days after Burns said he saw the 80 o 90-fool
object, Gehman took a Geiger counter to the site to check
for radiation. He knew that othre reported UF0O's have
given off radiation.

Gehman got a ""tremendously high reading" of radia-
tion, and his finding has been verified by H.M. Cook of
Staunton, a research engineer at Waynesboro's DuPont
plant. Gehman “was having a tizzy because the needle
wias all the way off the dial,” said Cook, who has had
considerable experience with Geiger counters in his work.

“It was a hot area,” Cooksaid.""Wespent 45 minutes
in the field trying to tone this reading down. \We checked
the radium dials on our waiches, even went over a small
hill from the field, but this was definitely an accurate
reading. The only thing | can say is that it was hot
(radioactive).”

Another curious juggling of the facts appears inthe Air Force
report near the bortom of page 2 as follows:

"Examination of the field showed that grass and
brittle weeds stems had not been depressed orbroken over
any large area. There was no indication that a large
vehicle or object of any significant weight had 'landed in
the fleld."”

How could they make such a statement, when the facts are
that the meadow, of good quality grass, hadbeen mowed for hay
and there were no brittle weed stems in the field anywhere, to be
depressed or broken down? And as for the grass, how could the
sergeants know thatithad not been depressed, since it was covered
with 4 inches of snow when they were there? The photograph,
widely published, taken by Mr. Kersey of Sergeant Moody and
Horace Burns bending over the Air Force Survey Meter, elo-
quently proves the pr=sence of at least 4 inches of snow.

~Azain, on paxe 3 of their ceport they refer “wiw 0 the read.
ing ! had obtained on the Ceigercounter, onee "hat © wvas S0, 000)
counts per minule, which 13 correct, bul iater this is equated wilh
60,000 mr/hr on the check by Dr. Gehman," but this would
multiply the radiation [ found by 120. And they quote Major
James Sproul, Air Force radiation expert, as stating (apparently




on the basls of this mlsinformation) thatsuchradloactive strength
deposited on December 21 should yleld a positive return on
January 12, which would without a doubt becorrect, if there had
been radloactivity of such Intensity. But following on Major
Sproul’s statement, the report says, "'. . . there is no alternative
but to disregard the Geiger counter returns takenby Dr. Gehman.”
In this way they disposed ofthe problem indicated by the opening
sentence In theilr paragraph on radiation: “"The most pertinent
[act In the alleged landing was the Geiger counter reading taken
by Dr. Gehman.”

Two questions continually linger in my mind First, was the
Alr Force Beta-Gamma Survey Meter really the proper instru-
‘ment to use, If the radiation might have been mainly or only of
alpha rays? And, second, was their particular instrument, which
Sergeant Moody always held down close to the ground, really
designed to discover radiation in a wide, general area? Was it
not rather designed for use after the source of the rays has
already been pretty definitely pinpointed?

In this Alr Force report there are a number of other curious
errors and misjudgments of fact, such as their saying that the
UFO had crossed Route 250 "at an altitude higher than a trans-
mission power line to the left of the highway. These telephone
(aic) poles are approximalely 75 feet in height. Descent of the
object was at an angle and the object appeared to be spinning
slightly."” Now it happens that those Virginia Electric Power
Company poles are decdared by VEPCO officials to be from 38
to 44 feet in height, which averages at little more than hall as
high as was estimated by the Sergeants. If they had missed this
estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to miss
it by 30 feet is more than one hopes for from technically trained
members of a responsible investigaling team. And as to the
“spinning” of the UFO, we haveheard Mr. Burns say repeatedly,
as he sald in answer to Sergeant Moody's question that day,
that he did not notice an$ spinning.

The report conlains a number of other such discrepancies.
For a quick rundown of some of these, note:

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11:30 a.m.
on Jan. 12, Instead of at 9:00 a.m. as he said in his report to
his superiors. Small matter? Perhaps. When he called at 11:30
he told Mrs. Cehman that they had just arrived at a local motel
and needed to shave and wash up and eat before we could get

together, which we did at 1:30.

(b) Describing the UFO: “The band of light was about 12
inches In diameter.”” He should have siad "'In width."

Page 2: (a) "The object rose straight up, tilted at an angle
and shot off into space. .." Mr. Burns had told him: "shot off
iz a northeasterly direction.” It had come from due north.

(b) "Direction ol departure was about sixty degrees to the
right of its approach."” However, the angle betwesn north and
northeast s not 60 but 45 degrees.

(c) "Dr. E£ G. Gehman siated that he had contacted occu-

ants of the adjacent farmhouses and that they had seen or
Eunl nothing." Correct; but since the Sergeants accepted and
reported this fact, why nolt also my much more extended testimony
of the two research engineers who shared my Geiger counter in-
vestigation with me?

(d) "Dr. Gehman ls head of a local UFO Hobby Club and
bas appeared on several local radio programs in the area.” The
UFO Investigators are a serious group of college students con-
ducting a scientific inquiry on the many locally reported UFO
phenomena. [ have never appeared on a local radic program
on the subject of UFOs; although WSVA on Dec. 27 announced
the existence of this extracurricular group organized several
months earller at Eastern Mennonite College, as noted above.

Page 3: (a) "At no time during the thirty minutes of investi-
gation waa the highway empty of cars.” This can be challenged,
for ail of us were |ntent on Sergeant Moody's Geiger counter,
as he also was. No one was consistently observing the highway
- traffic.

(b) Regarding Mr. Burns: ""Without a thorough psychiatric
examlination no positive conclusion regarding hallucination is
possible. The witness’s reliability is not questioned.” This seems

like contradictory testimony. How can one consider a witness
rellable, f one also suspects that he may have hallucinations?
But since Mr. Burns' simple, frank testimony has through these
weelks been consistent and unshaken under sometimes severs crosa-
questioning, #ven heckling, nossibly it is not ne vho shouid have
a thorough psychiatric examinadon. _ X

(c) The Air Force report states, as quoted above: "There
were no additional witnesses'’ to the Burns' sighting. While it ls
true that at the time ofthe Air Force team's visit we did not know
of any other persons who had seen the same UFO, yet two days
later Mr. Kersey Interviewed a 14-year-old high schoolboy, Ken-
neth Norton, of Staunton, whosawa large UFO traveling rapidly
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over the city In the direction from which Horace Burns saw It
coming. This sighting by Kenneth occurred on the same day
just a few minutes before the landing seen by Burns. The boy
called to his mother to come to see the object. His parents cor-
roborale their son's slory as to date and time of sighting. A
fuller account of this and of the sighting in the air by another
father and son and still another man, of the UFO, apparently
immediately after it had left the landing site on RHoute 250, are
told in Reporter Kersey's January 15 and 17 Richmond Times-
Dispatch articles. Sergeant Moody bad at least the article of the
17th as mentioned earlier, but, without looking into these reports
at all, he could blandly say, "There were no additional wit-
nesses,"” 3

This paper does nol exhaust the inconsistencies and dis-
crepancies in the Air Force report of its "official investigation."”
One or two of those remaining the writer plans to take up with
Sergeant Moody personally, in addition to the ones noted in this
paper, but all of them together constitute strong prool that the
investigation and subsequent report were considerably less than
fair and open-minded. In consequence, a good many people in
the Shenandoah Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations
of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general rep-
utation that the Aerial Phenomena Section of the Air Force,
Project Blue Book, has un the subjectisby no means undeserved.

While on the whole wehavea very high regarsd for the United
States Air Force, its tremendous responsibilities for the safety
of our country, its capabilities, standards, and, by no means
least, its personnel, yet we cannot help feeling that the Aerial
Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology Division would
do well to seriously overhaul its principles, its methodology, and
some of its personnel.

Attestation: 1 believe the above report by Dr. Gehman
is a complete and accurale statement of Mr. Horace
Burns' UFO sighting and related matters.

Signed: G
' Ernest G. Gehman
Professor of German
Sponsor of UFO Investigators
Eastern Mennonite College

Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA
7. (Civiif o
Signed:

R. Clair W:aver, President
UFO Investigators

Eastern Mennonrite College
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Attestation: I have read this paper and can affirm that
it is a true and reliable report.

!

Signed: ’
Horace Burns, Gunsmith
/ Grottnes, Virginia
P.S. Further confirmation: just as we go to press we learn that
several homes in the landing region reported the fact that at
about 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 21 their lights suddenly dimmed and
their radios and TV sets ceased functioning for several minutes,
The heads of these homes are said to have told this in the factory
where they work.
GEHMAN'S VIEWS AIRED

Prol. Cenmuan, who also is a minter, :hings ther= is possibly
some connection bDetween the UFOs and the second coming of
Christ. Gehman believes ours is not the only inhabited planet.

NICAP AND KEYHOE
Prol. Gehman filed the report ?ll‘.h NICAP. The news story

(Continued on Page 4)
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Huge UFO At Staunton, Va.

Mr. Horace Burns, of Grottoes, Virgin-
ia, claims to have seen an 80-foot-high
UFO four miles east of Staunton, Virgin-

ia at 5 p.m. on 21 Decembér 1963-Draw-—

ings of the objéct sShow a general cone
shape 125 feel in diameter with a band
of bluish-white light on the bottom.

Burns claimed the metayie-appearing
object came out of the sky north of the

Highway, crossed Route 250 about 200
feet ahead of him and then his engine

stepped. He said his car seemed to come
to an “unnaturally” quick stop.

He also said the object landed lightly,
“like a bubble” about 100 yards off the
Highway. It had no visible portholes,
wings or seams. See diagram. The ob-
ject rested on the meadow for from 60-90
seconds, then with a sound of rushing air,
il rose straight up for several hundred
feet and then proceeded into the north-
east. Burns claimed there was no traffic
during this time, nor was there any for
at least a mile ahead along the route
which he drove his car after he slarted
it up again.

Six days later Mr. Burns informed
Ernest G. Gehman, a Prolessor of Ger-
man al Eastern Mennonile College at
Harrisonburg. On the [ollowing Tuesday
Professor Gehman taped the story at Mr.
Burns’' gunshop. On Wednesday the Pro-
fessor tested the area where the UFO had
purportedly landed and his counter reg-
istered 60,000 counts per minute. - This
was 9 days after the UFO had rested on
the spot.

On January 12 Sgt. David Moody and
S/Sgt. H. Jones of Wright-Patterson AFB
arrived to investigate the landing. They
questioned Burns and Gehman.

Gehman, who was on the scene during
the AF investigation, noled that Moody
also got an indication of radioactivity.
This was three weeks after the incident.
Moody also indicated the Burns sighting
was a “"good"” one by several remarks.
However, in their 3-page report which
they forwarded to Gehman, they inferred
their doubts concerning the authenticity
of Burns' claims.

To our xnowiedge no sighting of a UFO
in that area which would tend to corrob-
orate Burns' claims has come to light.
It has been suggested that the lack of
traffic on route 250 is most unusual al
any time of day and especially at 5 p.m.

An examination of a state of Virginia
road map shows Staunton intersected by
lwo major highways and several smailer
roads, Houte 1l cuns roughly 55W to
NNE., Highway 250 where the huge

UFO was alleged to have landed, runs 'I
WNW and ESE. This major U. S. High-

way runs to Charlottesville and then to
Richmond, ESE of Staunton. It does not

BAND OF LIGHT

LARRY E.

Shown above is the “beehive” shaped object re;portedly observed near Staunton, Vir-

ginia, U.S.A. on 21 December, 1964.

seem likely that an 80-90 foot high UFO
could land in daylight on a major thor-
oughfare and be seen by only one individ-
uval. Charlottesville, home of the Uni-
versity of Virginia is only 35 miles away
to the ESE. Its population is in excess
of 30,000. The population of Staunton is
20,000. Waynesboro, belween Staunton
and Charlottesville, has 13,000 residents.

This evidence seems to conflict with
Burns' story—but on the other hand, we
have the testimony of a respected Uni-
versity Professor copcerning excessive
radiation,

A short time ago, some strange holes
and high radiation count were found in
the woods near Glassboro, New Jersey.
A tale of a glowing red object which had
purportedly landed in the woods was told
to the son of a known UFO enthusiast

and NICAP member, by an unidentified

vouth. Police investigated and located
a boy who was identified as the one who
originally told of the alleged landing. He
was taken into custody, admitted perpe-
trating a hoax by digging the holes and
scattering certain chemicals to raise the
radiation count. He was tried, found
guiltv, fined, warned about {uture she-
nanigans and released. His line was also
suspended.

We relate the latter case without pert-
inent details or names (the case is old
and does not appear to be a true UFO
report) because it is important in that
radiation at an alleged UFO landing site
can be simulated. However, such fake
Cases can be detected with a little invesii.
galion,




on the basls of this mlsinformation) thatsuch radloactive strength
deposited on December 21 should yleld a positive return on
January 12, which would without a doubt becorrect, if there had
been radloactivity of such Intensity. But following on Major
Sproul’s statement, the report says, *. . . there is no alternative
but to disregard the Geiger counter returns taken by Dr. Gehman.”
In this way they disposed ofthe problem indicated by the opening
sentence in their paragraph on radiation: “The most pertinent
fact In the alleged landing was the Geiger counter reading taken
by Dr. Gehman."

Two questions continually linger in my mind First, was the
Alr Force Beta-Gamma Survey Meter really the proper instru-
‘ment to use, if the radlation might have been mainly or only of
alpha rays? And, second, was their particular instrument, which
Sergeant Moody always held down close to the ground, really
designed to discover radiation in a wide, general area? Was it
not rather designed for use after the source of the rays has
already been pretty definitely pinpointed? |

In this Air Force report there are a number of other curious
errors and misjudgments of fact, such as their saying that the
UFO had crossed Route 250 "at an altitude higher than a trans-
mission power line to the left of the highway. These telephone
(sic) poles are approximalely 75 feet in height. Descent of the
object was at an angle and the object appeared to be spinning
slightly.” Now it happens that those Virginia Electric Power
Company are declared by VEPCO officials to be from 38
to 44 feet in height, which averages at little more than halfl as
high as was estimaled by the Sergeants. [f they had missed this
estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to miss
it by 30 feet is more than one hopes for from technically trained
members of a responsible investigating team. And as to the
“spinning” of the UFO, we haveheard Mr. Burns say repeatedly,
as he said in answer to Sergeant Moody's question that day,
that he did not notice any spinning.

The report contains a number of other such discrepancies.
For a quick rundown of some ol these, note:

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11:30 a.m.
on Jan. 12, lnstead of at 9:00 a.m. as he said in his report to
his superiors. Small matter? Perhaps. When he called at 11:30
he told Mrs. Cehman that they had just arrived at a local motel
and needed to shave and wash up and eat before we could get
together, which we did at 1:30.

(b) Describing the UFO: ""The band of light was about 12
Inches In diameter.” He should have siad "'in width."

Page 2: () “"The object rose straight up, tilted at an angle
and shot off into space. ..’ Mr. Burns had told him: "shot off
iz a northeasterly direction.” It had come from due north.

(b) "Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the
right of its approach."” However, the angle between north and
northeast la not 60 but 45 degrees,

(c) "Dr. E. G. Gehman sialed that he had contacted occu-
pants of the adjacent farmhouses and that they had seen or
heard nothing." Correct; but since the Sergeants accepted and
reported this fact, why nol also my much more extended testimony
of the two research engineers who shared my Geiger counter in-
vestigaton with me?

(d) "Dr. Gehman s head of a local UFO Hobby Club and
has appeared on several local radio programs in the area.' The
UFO Investigators are a serious group of college students con-
ducting a scientific Inquiry on the many locally reported UFO
phenomena. I have never appeared on a local radic program
on the subject of UFOs; although WSVA on Dec. 27 announced
the existence of this extracurricular group organized several
months earller at Eastern Mennonite College, as noted above.

Page 3: (a) "At no time during the thirty minutes of investi-
gation was the highway empty of cars.” This can be challenged,
for all of us wers intent on Sergeant Moody's Geiger counter,
23 he also was. No one was consistently observing the highway
- traffic.

(b) Regarding Mr. Burns: "Without a thorough psychiatric
examination no positive conclusion regarding hallucination is
possible. The witness's rellability Is not questioned.’ This seems

like contradictory testimony. How can one consider a witness
rellable, f one also suspects that he may have hallucinations”
But since Mr. Burns' simple, frank testimony has through these
weeks been consistent and unshaken under sometimes severe Cross-
questioning, =ven heckling, possibly it is not ae who snouid have
a thorough psychiatric examinadon. '

(¢) The Air Force report states, as quoted above: "There
were no additional withesses'’ to the Burns' sighting. While it ls
true that at the time ofthe Air Force team’s visit we did not know
of any other ns who had seen the same UFO, yet two days
later Mr. Kersey Interviewed a 14-year-old high schoolboy, Ken-
neth Norton, of Staunton, whosawalarge UFO traveling rapidly

over the city In the direction from which Horace Burns saw It
coming. This sighting by Kenneth occurred on the same day

just a few minutes before the landing seen by Burns. The boy

called to his mother to come to see the object. His parents cor-
roborate their son's story as to date and time of sighting. A
fuller account of this and of the sighting in the air by another
father and son and still another man, of the UFO, apparently
immediately after it had left the landing site on Route 250, are
told in Reporter Kersey's January 15 and 17 Richmond Times-
Dispaich articles. Sergeant Moody bad al least the article of the
17th as mentioned earlier, but, without looking into these reports
at all, he could blandly say, ""There were no additional wit-

nesses,"’ .

This paper does not exhaust the Inconsistencies and dis-
crepancies in the Air Force report of its "official investigation."”
One or two of those remaining the writer plans to take up with
Sergeant Moody personally, in addition to the ones noted in this
paper, but all of them together constitute strong proof that the
investigation and subsequent report were considerably less than
fair and open-minded. In consequence, a good many people in
the Shenandoah Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations
of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general rep-
utation that the Aerial Phenomena Section of the Air Force,
Project Blue Book, has on the subjectisby no means undeserved.

While on the whole wehave a very high regard for the United

" States Air Force, its tremendous responsibilities for the safety
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of our country, its capabilities, standards, and, by no means
least, its personnel, yet we cannot help feeling that the Aerial
Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology Division would
do well to seriously overhaul its principles, its methodology, and
some of its personnel.

Attestation: [ believe the above report by Dr. Gehman
is a complete and accurate statement of Mr. Horace
Burns' UFO sighting and related matters.

Signed: ;
' Ernest G. Gehman
Professor of German

Sponsor of UFO Investigators
Eastern Mennonite College
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA

f1.Claie ifaomens

Signed:

R. Clair Wz=aver, President
UFO Investigators
Eastern Mennonite College
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Attestation: 1 have read this paper and can affirm that
it is a true and reliable report.

Signed:

Horace Burns, Gunsmith

/ Grofttnes, Virginia

P.S. Further confirmation: just as we go to press we learn that
several homes in the landing region reported the fact that at
about 5:00 p.m. on Dec. 21 their lights suddenly dimmed and
their radios and TV sets ceased functioning lor several minutes.
The heads of these homes are said to have told this in the factory
where they work.

GEHMAN'S VIEWS AIRED

Profl. Cenman, who also is a miniter, aings thers s possibly
some connection between the UFOs and the second coming of
Christ. Gehman believes ours is not the only inhabited planet

NICAP AND KEYHOE

Prof. Gehman filed the report with NICAP. The news story
(Continued on Page 4)
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VIRCINIA SAUCER LANDINGC LEAVES HICH RADIOACTIVITY: On December
21st, Horace Burns, a Harrisonburg, Va. gunsmith, was driving on Route 250 a
few miles east of Staunton, when he saw a UF0 which he estimates to have been
125 feet in dissster at [ B F A i .
the base, and 75 feet In |
height. The ob ject was so |
large that he could not |
sse all of it when look-
ing at it through his car
windehield. As the object
crossed the road shead of
him, "some sort of force® |
was exerted on the car, '
bacasuse the motor lost
its power temporarily.
Thea automobile stopped
dead as the UFQ crossed
the highway and cemse to
test Iin @ meadow sbout -
100 yarde away. It was
cons-shaped, end its cir-
cular sloping sides rose
in »aix large rings that
diminished in die=ater to a dome on the top. All around the perimeter at the
base of the-mochine  -there wae a bluish glow in a band about a foot wide. There
were no windows or doors, end no evidence of seams of any sort. Mr. Burns
stood beside his car for & minute cr two, after which the saucer rose up and
took off st vary high speed in a northeasterly direction. After the UF0 disap-
peared, the car operatsd normally, as (s the usual case in such incidents,




, M0 Case (Information Only : L,“ JInUuaAry

Source: Saucer Lews Staunton, Va,

.In our non-scheduled Newslstter #22 we gave the story of seven
teenagers who said they saw a little man from ocuter space near Staunton, Va., |
late last ngggny‘ A photograph was also taken by the boys. In our report we |
stated that the story "has all the earmarks of a hoax."” Now we learn that a,
local man named Donald Cash has admitted hoaxing the youngsters...We also have
a follow-up on l:ha \r.trginin lnnding ltnry on Page 18 of our March issue: Tha;

industrial worker who, on January 19th,  saw three 37-inch-high beings emerge ]
from s landed UFO, now has-a¥legedy~besm "hushed up” by the U. S. Covernment. '
When asked by Incal newspapers to confirm or deny this rumor, the man had no
comment, Although his name was not relsased by the newspapers ot first, we
have learned that he is William B8lackburn, an employee of the Ceneral Electric
Companye....In regard to the "physical evidence® found along a New Jersey high=-
way last November (as described on Pages 17-18 of our March issue), over a

| dozen subscribers have accepted our offer to send a sample of the material to
any person who has access to laboratory facilities. As yat, none of these peo=-
ple have reported back to us with the results of any analysis. However, Paul
Hammer, a Chicago researcher, sent a sampls to the U. S. Air Force, and re=-
ceived a letter from Wright-Patterson dated February 24th, a copy of which was
sent to us. The Air Force (as was to be expected) identified the matarial as.
nothing more mysterious than ordinary glass fibers.... ~

—
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{ .2 0¥t preyared for sm;_arm.i. -Tfﬁ*ﬂtw_,;lt ng Jomalttee on Soarial
ARnonena, «aAsSNINELon, ~s e

ﬂﬂ.;mlj @ moat remarikadle sz..:,hr:me, of an unidentified £lying object
ever ro; ﬂrt::r.i to hava fazen placa in the chenandooh /alley sccurred at
5 ».m. o0 orxlay, eCc.2l, 1364. IXx. iioroce ING, Liviny at L-.-mttaca,
704, and wm:hmtinw amnll Sunstop business on Jorih dain street i1n
darrisonburg, was dr:.-n.ng hig lercuxry station wagon a few miles cast of
Stamron on Soute 250 toward Vaynoesboro, when he gaw a huge metalllic
object coming ouk of the aky nerth of the h:.;hmy. Az it crodded loute
250 avout 200 feet ahcad of din, hig motor gtorsed dead, “'conkad ocut” as
he tells 1€ , and his caxr seemed (O coms to on unnatureldly quick stop.

mmumw%amm"mnmmmaam:
ahuutlmmfrmthe e iT. Zuyna goided hig car to the gide
of the road, got cutand stoad besida i, ond stared in gnazenent at the
awesone gpectaclo. mmthanwmsmhladinshmmu:mide-dnmmymm
the gize of it wos astounding. "It was 125 feet in diameter, at leaszt,
to 90 feet highi"™ he declares. and besides being generally conew
ed, ita circular, slopin Laidu rose in about § large, concentric
mvnlutimthatmmamd diameter o a doma at the tope.

Sltiough in the jathering twilisht Craftaman Durns could not be sure
of the cxact natura of the material of sdhien it was nade, it apprear=d to
be necallic, possibly of alumimm, (8 poted that all around the perimater
ntmmﬁmmmmt.mmabmm Zlow in a band
about a foot, possibly 18 inches, wide. i could see no wi:‘:dm. doors,
porthclasg, Or even acang anywhere on the object. lor <£id thare seem to ba
any sort of landing gears the vahicla had zently settled £lat on its
bottom on the ground, althoush he noted that its undersida was slightly curve

- she vigitor from ocuter siace rested on the meadow for from 60 to 90
secondg and then with a'“whooshy' the zound no doubt caused by tha air rushing
under if, it suddenly rose straizht up for several umdred feet and immwe-
diately took off in a northeasterly direction at a aspeed mmich greater than
when i: crospged the highway from tha north the £irst tim. wiiich 3. Durna
eatinates to have been about 15 miles por hour,

sAlitar it was gone, 2ums got into hig car azain and was surprised to
£inc, iom he pressed the storter buttom, mtthemmnothingmwith
the anne and that it started uﬂﬁ at once. A3 he drove away he was evidentl:
very mch excited and engrocsed in his thoughts about the apparition (as wiho
wouldn't be?), for he cammot rzcall seeing any other vehicles coming or go-
ing on ‘outa 330 for possidly a mile. mtmdmzbtotnnrmmthat buay
hizlway must have been halted by the UFO's tremendous magnetic field, end
other drivers must have witnessed the sight; wa hope any cuch will :ﬁahe the
fhet OtMe

orace Ams woent hoome and ©oid Jri. Surng tha storxy of what De had

aaen, 2ut declared De would not tall aoyone eise. " hey'd thirnk I'™a crazy, ™
aa 2alilde AAE g1 iavs later, when . Jio ohigon of YaVA annovnced on the
0 D.0. Dewscast about the axigtence of tihe USD [nvestizaters as an extra-

surricular ciub at “asgtern (ennconlte “ollaie, .Tra. rns couvinced lhey
misband That ha should reaport hig axverience. !a told it on ronday to .
aise, o informed che investilatovs, who taped the story on [uesdcay as
r. rns old it. -n Wednesday I 2:ade a prelininary togtiy ‘*L; wIIX of the
area 7ith a Sedger counter which revealed radis-activity of ovar 50,000
counta eor mdnute. . hia was 3 days afiter the U0 had briefly rosted therel
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A3 zn interestingz and unplanned corroboration of ilorace Burns' story,
1t ne mention the fact that I found the exact landing area of the UFO by
nyself with the Geiger counter. Iixr. Burns had intended to accompany me
0 the gpot, but when the hour arrived for us to go to the place four
miles cast of Staunton (which is 28 miles south of Harrisonburyg) he could
not lzave his gunshop until a certain dealer in West Virzinia had come to
plck up a lot of guns which Burns had repaired for the dealer's customers
and which they had to have the next day to shoot out the old year and to

sncot in the newl

30 .r. Durna told me how to find the meadow in whieh the object had
landed and said he Jjudged that the Uro had rested about 100 yards from
the hizhway. DBut he gave me no further directions. I found the meadow,
stepped off 100 yards along the west fence, and then went 10 steps farther.
Then with the Ceiger counter turned on, I walked across the field eastward.
wWhen I was about two-thirds of the distance across the meadow, the needle
started to rise and in the area from there about 45 steps castward the
needle swung off the dial a number of times. I trailed the probe stick Oy
its flexible wire)in the dry grass and several times picked up highly
radio=active particles that sent the needle off the dial. Even though I
walked far off the landing site, the needle would not return until I had
cleaned off the Geiger-Mieller D250 tube with a cloth.

Fortunately, before I was halfway throuzh this investization 4. iflarry
Cook, a Du’font research engineer, and3Mr, Tunk, a fellow engineer, while
driving home from the day's work, and having learned the day before that
the UFO had landed somewhere in that meadow, saw me there, stopped their
car, Jjoined me, and corroborated my findings when they saw the evident
radio~activity revealed by the Ceiger counter. (3ce Jan. 17 Times-Dispatchd
The Geizer counter I used igs a Model 2612 lrortable Survey Meter with a .
model p=l15 probe. The Counter's ranges are 0.2, 2, and 20 mr/hr coinciding
with 600; 6,000; and 60,000 counts per minute full scale with the p-15 probe.
The several times that I had evidently picked up radiocactive particles, 1
had the range set at 0.2, but the needle still stayed off the dial even
when I set the counter to the 2 and 20 ranges, and, as [ szaid before, the
needle did not return to near zero until I brushed off the tube with my
handkerchief. After I had uncovered the tube in the probe stick the second
time, to clean it off, I walked over the landing arca with the probe stick
and exposed tube held about five feet from the ground. While I was doing
this, the needle wavered around the 17-18 millirocentgens per hour area.

The rays so registering were evidently striking the tube from various direc-
tions from the ground. And we noticed that when all three of us were near,
to look at the counter dial, our bodies seemed to shield out many of the
rays, so that the needle dropped back considerably. IThis would indicate
that the radiation was not of the gamma ray type, becausa gamma rays will
penetrate several feet of solid concrete, wheresas a thin sheet of paper will
top the alrha rays and somethinzg llike a one-inch board will stop beta rags.

Cn January 12 Technical Serzeant David lbody and Staff Serzeant Harold
Jones of the Vright-’atierson Air Force 3Base, atfter telechone conversations
initiated by the Dayton, Chio, team, arrived to investizata the UFO landi nz
of over three weeks carlier. Horace Durns, Clair Veaver (student president
of the UFO Investizators of LEastern Xennonite College), and I accompaniad
che Alr Torce officers :to the landing s3ita 33 miles south and back to iar-
risonbury. cergeant ody had k. Durns tell the ancire scory of Nis
sighting, both on the way and on arrival at the place of the sighting. Also
he questioned me as to my investigation of the landing site and discovery
of the high radiocactivity., To Mr. Dallas Kersey, reporter for the Richmond

Pimeg-Dispatch, who joined us while we were/A¥ work in the field, Serjeant
about to beZln
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clump of grass (after he had kicked off the snow), several grass stubbles
- punctured the ‘thin grey plastic-like film om the'end of the meter - and this

Report vo LLICAZ O

oody caid,"This is an umusual sighting. It's not routine. If it was
routine, we wouldn't be here.,"

» As the now six of us walked into the field, still covered with four
inches of snow remaining from a six-inch £all e: a few days before, 1t was
no little ﬁretifleetlcn to me to eee.er. Burns lead the group exactly to the
area that Lru Cook, I¥, TFunk, and I had found to be rﬂdleeetlve, and to hear
him say, "Here, Gentlemen, is where this Thing stood." This was the first
time Horace Burns and I had been near the place at the same time. SPvTd

Zo=-39 T FELflen
Jerceant Moody, using a Model 2586 aCrvey eter, te eted the
area (zrather perfencterily, we felt) a{ 8 or 10 eeetea first scraping the
L inches of snow aside each time with his-=< e, wihen the ncedle
started to rise, he ejaculated, "Uh!" quleuly made some adjustment on his

Burvey Meter which caused the needle to return to zero, and then sald, "See,
there's no radiation herel!"™ On a third occasion (Eeeh of these witnessed

by at least three persons), when he poked his instrument too far into a

time the needle shot up much higher than before, before he could jerk back
the Yeter and examine the damaged film. But azain he made the adjustment,
lowered the Meter more gently and said,'"There's no radiation here.¥ How=
ever, he acknowledged that the 3 rains and the 6 inches of snow that had
fallen,since the time of my investization on Tecember 30, could have dissi-
pated any g#adiocactive isotopes deposited there on Dec.2l, depending on

their half-life, of course. The Sergeants both scemed sufficiently impressed
by all the faete they observed and heard related, that they said several
times that of the 532 UFOs reported in 1964 and investizated by the Air
Force (of which 16 were classified as unidentified or unexplained) this

could well result in being the 17th for 1964,

In view of 'all these facts, when Mr. Burns and I each received our
3-page copy (dated January 27, 1965) of the Air Force report and findinss
on the Dec 21 UF0 landing near Staunton, it was with considerable surprise
and dismay that we found that the Air Force had decided there had been no

such UFO sighting and landing. The report's concluding paragraph reads:

nCONCLUSION It 13 believed that a venicle of this size would

be observed by additional witnesses at the time and location of the
rted.event. There were no additional witnesses. There was no

eenfirmetien of radioactivity in the area. Grass and weeds #¢X£ hadl
not been depressed. There was a total lack of any indication that a
vehicle had landed in the field. Inveetldetien.byJAir Force person-
nel and subsequent analysis of the data collected £fails to reveal

any evidence of an alleged landing." . ;

Apparently the honest, straizhtforward, detailed testimony by Horace
Burns, as to what he saw an the eLr, on the ground, and in the air azain,
and itg effect on the motor of his car, and ny testimony, supported by two
technically experienced witnesses, as to the radiocactivity of the landing
site of the UFO, do not constitute evidence as far as the Air Force 1is
concerned.

Strangely missing f£rom the “reatly detailed, 3-page report from the
Alr Jorce was any rerference at all to the three rains znd the 6 1nches of
snow that had fallen on the area Detween lecember 30 and January 12, wnich
we renorted to the Air Force team and which they could ecasily have verified

at the local weather statiogfe The two sergeants were very'mueh ewere of

the 4 inches of snow still reﬂegﬁf%%mghﬁaf % %% ﬁgéghég N gﬁe

total precipitation (8.7 inches of rain, 2.3 1nehes e: enew“weterjexeetlj 1




At 1000 hours, 11 Jan 1965, The Aerial Phenomena Section of the Foreign
TecHnology Division received a letter (attached) from a civilian regarding an
alleged landing of an unidentified flying object in Harrisonburg, Virginia on
21 Dec 64. The letter indicated that the witness's car had stalled and that
radioactivity was present in the landing area. This radiation had been veri-
fied by one P of Bastern Mennonite College. Upon receipt of this
letter a telephone call was made tn’ to verify the alleged incident
and to determine if a check had been made on radiation. Sluissay stated that
he had checked the area on 30 December with a geiger counter and that this check
showed radioactive returns.

In view of the report of radioactivity and car stalling it was decided that
an investigative team be sent from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base to conduct an
official investigation of the reported incident. At 1600, 11 Jan 65 TSgt David
N Moody and SSgt Harold T Jones departed W-P AFB for Harriaunhurg, Virginia
(Orders Attached).

An investigation was conducted on 12 Jan 65 and the following information

was obtained. At 0900 a telephone call was made tuiiiiPERREMENP* hone and
Sgt Moody was informed that he was in class at Eastern Mennonite College. Sub-
sequent contact was made and an appointment for an interview with the witness,

Mr . o nd was arranged for 1330, 12 Jan. At 1330 Sgt Moody
and Sgt Jones arrived at gunshop at wa in
Harrisonburg, Virginia. Shortly thereafter {jlihan and a student from Eastern
Mennonite College arrived. This party then departed for the area of the sighting.
The alleged landing site was on U S Route #250 between Waynesboro and Staunton,
near Fishersville, Virginia. During the drive of approximately forty-five minutes
the witness reported the essential details of his observation. Upon arrival

at the landing site pictures were taken of the area and the reported path and
description of the object were given by iJP®. (Copies Attached)

DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT

The object was reported as tremendous in size, about eighty to ninety feet
_ high end 125 feet in diameter. The shape corresponded to a largebeehive.
| (Drawing Attached). No color was reported, the object being described only as
dark. When asked 1f colors of the cars and other objects could be identified,
Mr Burns stated that they could. He stated that toe light condition at the time
of the sighting was such that colors of the cars and other objects could be identi-
fied. No features such as doors, windows, means of propulsion or other characteris-
tics were noted with the exception of a narrow band of light surrounding the
object about six feet from the ground. This band of light was about 12’ inches
| in diameter which would have been above a man standing on the ground adjacent
i to the object. No rays were noted and the light was described as florescent.
| Mr F did not think the light could have been cuased by a heat source. It

| was not similar to a welders torch or other flame. ‘This light did not change
in intensity. It was not an extremely bright light and the edges were sharply
defined.

| MOTION OF OBJECT

The object was first observed through the windshield in the upper left hand
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waded 1n their low shoes for half an hour, although I had urged them,on
thelr long-distance call from Chio, to come prepared with galoshes.

Also missing from their report is any reference to the fact that two
research engineers (lessrs. Cook and Funk, used to Ceiger counter work),
had witnessed the radicactivity of the landing area. Curiously, the ser=-
Jeants evinced no interest in talking to these two engincers, both of whom
live within a few miles of the area. However, Sergeant body mentions in
his report that copies of several Richmond Times-Dispatch articles are at-
tached, including one written by Reporter Dallas Kersey on January 16 for
the Jamiary 17 issue. oody does not quote from the article, but he can

hardly have missed reading the following:

Nine days after Burns said he saw the 80 to 90-foot object,
Gehman took a Geiger counter to the site to check for radiation. e
knew that other reported UFO's have given off radiation.

- .. Gehman got a'tremendously high reading" of radiation, and his
finding has been verified by H. M, Cook of Staunton, a research:
engineer at Waynesboro's DuPont plant. Gelman "was having a tizzy
because the needle was all the way off the dial," said Cook, who
has had considerable experience with CGeiger counters in his work.

"it was a hot area,'" Cook said. '"Je spent 45 minutes in the
field trying to tone this reading down. lie checked the radium dials
on our watches, even went over a cnall hill from the f£ield, but
thiz was definitely an accurate readinz. The only thing I can say
is that it was hot (radioactive),."

Another curious juzzling of the facts appears near the bottom of page 2
as follows: (This refers again to the Air Force report)

nixamination of the field showed that grass and brittle weeds
stems had not been depressed or broken over any large area. There
was no indication that a large vehicle or object of any siznificant
weight had landed in the field.™

3

How could they make such a statement, wnen the facts are that the TE;*-
meadow, of good quality grass, had been mowed and there wers no brittle” =
weed stems in the £ield anywhere, to be depressed of broken downz And as
for the grass, how could the Sergeants know that it had not been depressed,
since it was covered with 4 inches of snow when they were there? The
photograph, widely published, taken by Mr. Kersey of Sergeant ldody and
Horace Burns bending over the Air Force Survey Meter, eloquently proves
the presence of at least 4 inches of snow.

Again, on page 3 of their report they refer twice to the reading I
had obtained on the GelgZer counter, once that it was 60,000 counts per
minute, which is correct, but later this is equated with "60,000 mr/hr on
the check by Dr. GCehman," but this would multiply the radiation I found
by 120. And they quote lajor James Sproul as stating (apparently on the
baslis of this misinformation) that such radioactive strength deposited on
December 21 should yielgda positive return on January 12, which is without
a2 doudt correct. DBut following on Major Sproul's statement, the report
saysS, '« « « there is no altermacive but to disrezard the Ceizer counter
returns taken by Jor. Genman.’ In this way they disposed of the dDroblam
indicated by their onening sentence in their paragraph on radiation: ‘“The
most pertinent fact in the alleged landing was the Geiger counter reading
taken by Dr. Gehman.™
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J : Aly F Yebale
I'wo questions continually llngar in my mind: -lrat, was th e/3eta—Janma
Survey leter really the proper instrument to use, if the radiation mizht
have been mainly or only of alpha rays? And, second, was their particular
instrument, which Sergeant lody always held down close To the ground, really
designed to discover radiation in a wide, Zeneral area? Vas 1t “not rathcr
designed for use after the source of the rays has already been pretty defin-
itely pinpointed? (C£. photo on page 2 of Jan. 14 Richmond Times-Dispatch.)

In this Air Force report there are a number of other curious errors
and misjudgmenta of fact, such as their saying that the U0 had crossed
Route 250"at an altitude hidher than a transmission power line to the left

of the highway. These telephona (sic) poles are approximately 75 feet in
t. Descent of the object was at an an;yle and the object appeared to be

spinning slightly.” Now it happrens that those Virginia Electric Fower Com=-
pany poles are declared by VEPCO personnel to be 34 feet in height, which
is not even half as high as was estimated by the Sergeants. If they had
migssed this estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to
miss it by 40 feet is more than one hopes for from technically traindd
members of a responsible investizating team. And as to the "splnnlﬁg” of
the UFO, we have heard }xr. Burms say reneatedly, as he said in answer to
Sergeant.qudy's question that day, that he did not notice any spinning.

The renort contains a number of other such discrenancies. For a quick
run=-down of some of these, note:

Pagze 1: (a) Sergeant IMpody called my home at 11:30 a.m. on Jan. 12,
instead or at 9:00 a.m. as he says in his report to his superiors. Small
matter? Terhaps. When he called at 11:30 he told !krs. Gehman that they
had just arrived at a local motel and needed to shave and wash up and eat
before e could t together, which we did at 1:30.

(b) Describ g the UFO: “Tha band of lizht was about 12 inches in

diameter." He should have said "in width.*"

Page 2: (a) "The object rode straizht up, tilted at an angle and shot
Off into space « « «" IMr. Burns had told him: '"shot off in a northeasterly

direetion.” It had come from the north.

(b) ™irection of departure was about sixty dezrees to the rizht of its
approach.” Hcwever, the angle betwesn north and nnrtheast is not 60 but

45 dagmﬂﬂ--
(c) "Dr. BE. GC. Gehman stated that he had cantacted occunanta of the

adjacﬁnt farmhouses and that they had seen or heard nothing.'” Correct, but
since the 3ergeants accepted and reported this fact, why not also my much -
more axtended testimony of the two researﬁh engineers who shared my Geiger

counter investigation with me?
(d) "2r. Gehman is head of a local UFO Hobby Club and has appearad on

several local radio programs in the area.,'' The UFO Investigzators are a
serious group of collese students conducting a scientific inquiry on the
locally reported Ur0 nhenomena. I hawenever adneared on a local radio
program on the subject Dﬁ UFCs, althouzh W3VA on 0€8. 27 announced the oxis-
tence of this extra acurricular orzanlzation at Lastern Memmonite College.
2aga 3: (a) "At no time during the thirty minmates of investization was
the hizhway empty of cars.'' This can be challangad, for all of us were
intent on Jergeant Moody's Geliger counter 32s he aiso was. le one was con-
sistently abaewing the highway tratific. JQN:S 7 _
ic estamination

arding ir. Burns: "Jithout a thorough psychiatric _ ]
o nu;?gﬂgzgcancgﬁa*an regarding nallucination is possible. ihe witness’'s
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reliability is not questioned.'! {his seems like contradictory testimony.
iow can one consider a witness reliable, if one also suspects that he may
have hallucinations? But since lir. Burns' simple, frank testimony has through
these weeks been consiztent and unshaken under somebtimes severe cross=guess
tioning, even heckling, possibly it is not he who should have a thorouzh
pPsychliatric examination. vere no additional
(c) The Air Force report states, as quoted above: '"There arg/Hp/pLfALL
witnesses" to the Burnas' sighting. While it is true that at the time of
the Air Force tean's visit we did not know of any other persons who had seen
the same UFO, yet two days later Ixr. Hersey interviewed a li4=year=old hizh-
school boy, Kenneth Norton, of Staunton, who saw a larze UFO traveling rapid-
ly over the city in the direction from which Horace Burns saw it cowning.
This sizhting by KXenneth occurred on the sane day just a few mimites before
the landing seen by Burns. The boy called to his mother to come to see the
object. His parents corroborate their son's story as to date and time of
sighting. A fuller account of this and of the sighting in the air by another
father and son and another man, of the UFQ, apparently immediately after it
had left the landing site on Route 250, are told in Reporter Kersey's Jan-
vary 135 and 17 Richmond Times-Disgpatch articles. SerZeant Moody had at
least the article of the L7th, as mentioned earlier, but, without looking
into these reports at all, he could blandly say, ''"There were no adilitional

witnesses."

This paper does not exhaust the inconsistencies and discrepancies in
the Air Fforce report of its "official investigation]' one or two of which
the writer plans to take up with Semgeant loody personally, but all of t}
together constitute strong proof that the investigation and subsequent ﬁgft
considerably less than falr and open-minded. In consequence, a Zood many
people in the Shenandoah Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations
of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general reputation that
the Aerial FPhenomena Section of the Air Force, Project Blue Book, has on

the subject is by no means undeserved.

“While on the whole we have a very high regard for the United States Air
Force, its tremendous responsgibilities for the safety of our country, its
capabilities, standards, and, by no means least, its personnel, yet we can-
not help feeling that the Aerial Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technologzy
Division would do well to seriously overhaul its principles, its methodology,

and some of its personnel. Wf %W
Signeds .

Ernest G. Gehnan

Professor of German

Sponsor of UFO Investigators
lagtern Mennonite College
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA




DEARBORN OBSERVATORY
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

§ EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201
23 February 19565

Major Hector Quintanilla
: Foreign Technology Division
Box 9Lok -
Wright Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

Dear Ma,jor:

I am enclosing a toasted copy of a APRO bulletin. Please notice the reported
Holloman Air Force Base case, This is the sort of case which prompts charges of
Air Force secrecy, and I feel that it would be very wise to track this one down
to itslair if at all possible. Apparently there was some conversation between
the bomber pilot and the tower which the radio amat:ar accidentally overheard,
but things like that can't get nipped in the bud at the very beginning. It gives
an awful lot of grist for the mill of APRO, etc. I don't know vhat can be done
at this late date, but at the very least, the radio amateur and the newspaper
reporter should be contacted to see just what the original stimulus was.

I am also enclosing a toasted copy of a note from Mr, * He was the
one who reported the Toledo case which was rather similar to the Monticello

case. I have asked him to get some pictures made of the terrain around there
at a nominal cost if necessary.

Reference 18 August 1964, 200 miles east of Dover (Atlantic): would it be possible
to get the names of the crew members concerned? I would like to write to them

and have each one give me a corppletely independent statement and drawing of what
they reportedly saw., I this can be done, we may be able to take this off the
unidentified list, Acrparently these people were between two cloud decks and

saw an object approaching them, It might have been a relatively stationary
balloon which they were covertaking and passed. Since everything over the Atlantic
is carefully checked by radar, this is a puzzler, and it would be very interesting
t0 get the comments of the individual crew members, I would like to find out now
bright the object appeared and also whether they ever saw it to the rear of thne

plane.
| Iast Sunday I took occasion while locafing around to call this Cerman vrofessor
' et the Eastern Mennhonite College in Harrisonourg, Virginia., This 1s the casa,

f ou will remember, that Dave and Sgt. Jones anEEtld&thd I also called
: 4 because T wanted to get straignt on two points. ne wvas how they would
explain the fact that no one else on a vwell traveled road would not have seen

the object and dso by tealking to get a possible line on their personality quirks,

completely clean bill of health which, of course, I sxpected

Canen gave ‘a ed,
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also wanted to know how, when the grﬂuﬁd was covered with four inches or snow,
Dave ' could say categurically, that there were no traces of anything having landed.
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The field is apparently mowed, and he maintains that even without the snow a
landing in a stubble field would be hard to detect. He also said that there
were several other witnesses, but they did not want their names used. I told

hm that it would be very important to get the testimony of such witnesses be-

cause otherwise it was his word egainst the rest of the world. He said he would
caontinue to investigate. He also said that he would send me a copy of the
report he turned in to NICAP. When I get it, I shall send you a toasted copy.
Gamen's feeling about the well-traveled road was simply that the rcad is not
alwvays well travelld and furthermore even if there had been cars and other wit-
nesses that in all probalility no one would have wanted o say anything about

it for fear of ridicule., He pointed out that it took six dayvs to make

his initial report! So one can take that for what it is worth. '

When I talked to Ml later in the day, he seemed a little too positive for my

blood and a little too belligerent, I tried to trip him up on some fact, such
25 wnere he had said he originally saw it, however, and he invariavly corrected.
He said that there were no other cars on the road at the time, but, of course,
in his excitement, I doubt that he would have noticed had there been a wnhole
caravan., I think we need a psychiatrist here. What does a person need to eat
to sece a traveling beehive? Nonetheless, this will be one of NICAP's select
cases. They simply will not believe the'"psychological category” classification.

So much for that.

.




TAB A Letter from JNNENNg-, 6 Jan 65

TAB B Orders Directing TDY to Harrisonburg, Va

TAB C Drawing of Object

TAB D News Clippings

TAB E Map of Area |
TAB F Miscellaneous Materials

1. Photos of Area
2. Gelger Counter Check
3. Various Notes and lLetters




Broadway, Virginia
January 6, 1965

U.F.0. Investigation Office
Wright Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

Gentlemen:

I have a good friend at Eastern Mennonite College in
Harrisonburg, Virginia, SRR, vho 1S interested

in U.F.0.'s. He told me t , 3
Mr. --was traveling on the highway between Staunton and

Waynesboro about 5 P. M. . when his car suddenly stalled and
as he drifted to a stop off the payment a large flat bottomed,
circular and dome shaped object passed directly overhead,

crossing the highway and gently settled to earth about 100
yards away. He judged the object to be about 125 feet in

diameter.

[ have no more details of the shape; however, he said
it had a grey-blue glow around the perimeter. It sat there
about 30 ceconds and suddenly rose and left the area heading
toward the mountain at a rerrific speed, He got back in his
car and the motor started promptly SO he drove away very
shaken uDe.

This is prabably routine to you, but the significant
point is that Gmnstrseeest’ acquired a Geiger counter from the
college, took and had him show him the area. This
was on December 26, 196%. The Geiger counter showed intense
radioactivity in the spot where Mr. Ui saw the object
land. No doubt the area is still radioactive.

Jr. Genman did not 35aY what type of rays were oraseant,
but this should be of some help to you.




in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
on the faculty at Eastern Mennoni te

ollege, Harrisonburg, Virginia.

r

Mr.

has

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.

irginia 22815

RLS/ss
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REQUES  'D AUTHORIZATION FOR TEMPORARY DUTY TRAVEL 0 'LITARY PERSONNEL
| (1; ..«ore space is required, continue on reverse, idendifying i.....8 by number.) ]_ﬂ
l. REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION
|T0: _ADMINTSTRATIVS OFFICAR, HQ FTD T T e LTy

FROM: ( Requesting Authority) ITEMS 5 THROUGH 12.

{ TDaH
2. TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 3. SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 4. PHONE NR.
. CRIC. T. deJONCKHZERE, Colonel,USAF (69216)
'Lapf Technology & Subsystens _ )
I, TEMPORARY DUTY TRAVEL ORDERS

5. THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S) WILL PROCEED AS INDICATED. UPON COMPLETION WILL RETURN TO PROPER STATION:

GRADE ‘ I ORGANIZATION ANCE FOR PERIOD
( First name, middle inibial, last name, AFPSN) OF TDY
TSGP DAVID N. MOODY, AF19549897 HQ FTD(AFSC)USAF
WPAFB, OHID SECRET
6. DEPART ON OR ABOUT n j’m lE ' 7. APPROXIMATE NR. OF DAYS (Including travel tima) m 8. DDALV
9. SPECIFY PURPOSE OF TDY | 10. ITINERARY; &vnmmnus IN ITINERARY AUTHORIZED
To investigate an operationsl projecte |mrom: Wright~Patterson m’ Oh 4

0°  HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA & vicinity

Wright~-Patterson AFB, Ohio

n RETURN TO:
11. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
12. MODES OF TRAVEL A TRAVEL BY DIRECTED WHEN AVAILABLE B. TPA. TIME BY COMMON

CARRIER (rmador bus) I1S__DAYS. TRAVEL TIME IN EXCESS IS CHARGEABLE TO DELAY ENROUTE AUTHORIZED IN ITEM 8. c.n'l"l"l. THIS MODE OF
TRANSPORTATION HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO BE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS 70 THE GOVERNMENT. D. OTHER

1. AUTHORIZATION /

13. AUTHORITY : . 14. DATE 15. SPECIAL ORDER NR.
AFM 10-3, AFM 35-11 11 Jamary 1965 =96
16. DESIGNATION AND LOCATION OF APPROVING HEADQUARTERS 17. APPROPRIATION ACCOUNTING SYMBOL
- 5753400 3054771 P489 2133 2153 5503000 T
3q Soreign Technology Div(AFSC)USAF (0/A 165-35)(3)
Uright=-Patterson AF Base, Ohlo 19. REQUEST FOR TDY IS APPROVED AND WILL BE PERFORMED, TON,
DOR THS COMMANDER

18, DISTRIBUTION 20. SIGNATURE ELEMENT OF ORDERS ISSUING OFFICIAL (Seal or Signaturs) I

s

AE .FTORM asp PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED. Y SPOL 1 50 1-0-008081
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landing and obtained a reading on the geiger counter which he indicated had

a count of 60,000 counts per minute. Highway 250 has heavy traffic. At no

time during the thirty minutes of investigation at the landing site was the

highway empty of cars. There was constant traffic adjacent to the landing site.
indicated that he would forward his investigative data and informa-

tion on the geiger counter returns obtained by him. Further, this information

was requested in a letter from this office (TDEW) on 19 Jan 65 (Copy Attached.)

The time of the sighting was reported as after dark during twilight.
Lights were un M car and on the other cars ama the highway. Sunset for
21 Dec at 38° N was aporoximately 1645. Allowance should be made for the mountains
and norizon to the West. The end of astronomical twilignt on the night of 21 Dec
was 1519. Apparent right Ascension of the Moon on 21 Dec at 1730 was approximately |
8 hours, 41 minutes with a declination of plus 22° 6 min placing the moon below |
the horizon in the East, rising about 1930. On 21 Dec the moon was in full phase,
however, since the moon was below the lorizon it did mt add to illumination of

the area. Time of the sighting is estimated as shortly after 1700.

ANALYSIS ;

Radiation: The most pertinent fact in the alleged landing was the geiger
counter reading taken by Dl 9 days later. On 18 Jan 65 Project personnel
consulted Major James Sproul, specialist in radiation. Major Sproul stated that
redioactive isotopes deposited on 21 Dec 6% and yielding returns with a strength
indicated in a news article, (60,000 mr/per hour on the check hw would
yield a positive return on 12 Jan. Since the geiger counter used by i stigators
trained in its use and was in good working order there is no alternative but to

disregard the geiger counter returns taken by el .

CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE HALIUCINATION, PRANK OR A HOAX

a. During the conversations, interview and subsequent trip to the alleged
landing area the witness appeared normal. He exhibited no indications of suffering
from mental disorders. Without a thorough psychiatric examination no positive
conclusion regarding hallucination is possible. The witness's reliability is
not questioned.

b. Possibility of a prank or trick being played upon q‘aa considered,
since he i3 head of the local * The particulars of the sighting
such as car stalling and radiation and an alleged landing give rise to this
speculation, however, no connection was established between N
to account for this possibility. This cause (prank) is considered remote.

c. Possibility of a hoax was considered. There is no apparent motive.
It seems unlikely that +iggillmms would expose himself to ridicule if the sighting
wvere determined to be a hoax.

CONCLUSION

It is believed that a vehicle of this size would be observed by additional
wvitnesses at the time and location of the reported event. There were no additional
witnesses. There was no confirmation of radiocactivity in the area. Grass and
weeds had not been denressed. There was a total lack of any indication that a

venicle nad landed in the [leld. "avestigation Ly Alr force personnel and subseguent
analvsis of the data collected falls ©Oo reveal any evidence of an allieged landin;




Sighted._i_n

By Dallas M, Kersey
Times-Dispatch News Bureau
FISHERSVILLE, Jan. 12—

The reported sighting of a 80-
1290 foot unidentified flying iob=
iect near here brought a two-
man <;air force. investigating
team here-Tuesday to-the site

Earge UFO Reported

-

Augusta.

Auto’s Engine Stalled -

As it crossed Rt. 250 about
200 feet ahead of nim, his car's
engine cut off *just as if I'd
Tunout of gas.” The UFO landed!|
in the field about 100 yards
from him. He got out of his ¢ar
'to. Jook at the craft which res

where the object is believed.'to
have lapded. But there was,
indications - that - the nhject
been:thepes:« « = »-wr «igad

The unidentified ﬂ:dng (4]
(UFO) was reportedly seéen
Horace Burns a gunsmith who
lives at Grottoes, on Decem
21 while driving to Waynesboro.
No one else has repurted see!ng
the object.

After a field inspﬂ:ﬂnn wil.hilh.ﬂ no visible windows _or

sembled 'an  upside-down ice
cream cone. "It was 125 feet
in"dlameter, at least, and 80 fo

24190 feet high,”” said Burns: . 51

:He is not sure.of what ma-
terial 'the object was' made  al-
though it Iooked like spun alum-
inum, he said. Around the per-
imeter of the base of the ma-
chine there was a band of biu-
‘lish glow about a foot wide. It

a Geiger counter, air force Sgt.{

David Moody said only that
there is no radioactivity now:
the area where Burns said

craft landed. He did not rulel

out the possibility that there
could have been rndmnun ear-
liep, “o 4 s R
Burns’. sighting of the UFO
was reported to the air force'in
a letter from a resident of. this
area of.the Shenandoah valley:
Sergeant. Moody said ‘he ' could
not disclose the name of' the
person.. . Reports -of sighti
have to be [iled with the-
force: before they are investh
gated, he said., i
Open Meadow . - ¢
Sergelnt Moody headed
two-manteam from Wright-Pa
terson Air Force Base, Dayton,
Ohio, who investigated the re-
ported sighting along U..S. Bk
256 1 east: of here in an '
meadow: .near - the entrance
the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilita=
tion Center in Augusta county.
“This. is an unusual sight-
Ing,” sald Sergeant Moody, who
has had four years experience
checking “out similar reports.

'mm;lrﬂmrw-*
¢ wouldn't be here.” All

-opoTts 1o the air force-on UFO's
are cheeked at Wright-Patt
«on under what is called Pro}

cct Blee Book.

w13

ldﬁﬂ he said.
The UFO rested in the mead-
u'l' lb-r:-ut one to_one and. one-

‘-ﬂ'-—l--—-rl-.-._—_a.-—. — — il

‘off-in" a northeasterly di-
rection at a very fast speed. It
made only a soft “mhmshing
sound,” he said.

was then. able to. rﬁtlrt
Ih -ar: Bums 3aid he was! still
Sdi§hocked at seeing the 'objéct
he  cannot recall whether: any
other cars came hy while the
objéect was cn. the ground,

“Zero Report” = 5 1

. Sergeant Moody said that al-
though his office had 16 out of
300 reports last year for which
they could not find answers.'
Project Blue Book has had:
#zevo reports like this. Ii. does}
qnl__-]mnfarm with a::\) known
t' bree

" Efnest Gehman, pmlessnr of

G&rman at Eastern. Mennonit

club: at the school, said)
contacted about ~Burns

a

ﬂ‘ nce,

During his [nur years with
I':'ntm:t Blue Bonk, Sergeant
wrh said he has never

ross an obhject of the shﬂp&]

vseribed by Burns.
Surns said he was rlrivmg tn-

jects have heen sighted

off. the dial'
dicating a high concentration of

vard Waynesboro about 5 p.m,
an'Monday, December 21, when

he n._:g}n.rgi meétallic. u'bjgtu

:-‘"‘.'l'l'lil'lfﬂ-ltﬂ!ﬂ"lky tnrﬂi?
the! hiahway._,__;_ Tl

radiation. He -said~his -metep
registered over 60,000 counts per
minute, - -

L
F L

My for several -hundred feet and |

| first

| Sergeant Moody said it is pos-
sible that the radiation, if there
was* any, could have worn off
by now. This rules out the ex-
istence ol certain ty pes of ra-
diation, he said.

The two servicemen, xBurns.
Gehman and a student at-East-
ern Mennonite spent about one-
ha]f‘hnur Tuesday walking over

e‘area-where Burns said he|’

aw! the aircraft‘land. The !Ield

cdvered with SNOW. e 2T

.Mte-r Burns saw the UFO he{
lnfd_hi.s._.wife,‘ahout it but.des).
icided not ta mention it to any-
‘'one because- “they'd think I'm
jerazy.”’ However, six days later
by coincidence, The Times-Dis-
Ipatch carried an article aboutjse-
'Gehman's UFO club, Burnsi .
‘heard about it indirectly and{
told Gehman the entire story. !

Sergeant Moody said he- hasl
no explanation for the strangep
happenings.: I wish I d:d.nIt.;
would certainly ease Mr. ﬂ

Burns,'" he said/

Normally all such reports are f
investigated by officials
from the nearest air force base, ||
but Moody said this was of such
aaan unusul nature that it was
decided to check it directly.

- —
-—

College: at Harrisonburs . 'hha
sponsors a UFO m*.ehuzntqr.-.

Once he has completed his in-
vestigation here, he will return
to Wright-Patterson to repart on
his findings:

The investigators said that
during Project Blue Book's 17-
year history, only 7.T per centj|
‘of the reported cases rn!rms.u.nEl

unidentilied.

B -

0 B~ J.‘-f'i'

si hit~
ing - several days aﬁer the uo—l[

‘He visited Lhe site nu Dhrem-l
ber 30 to take & radiation read-
ing with a Geiger counter. He!
had heard that in other areas
| of the country where similar ob-
the
ground was found radio active.
$£It. knocked the thing (needle)!
Gehman said in-
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: CJIMEND Va. —HPI--A'I;
. “ﬁl.f one Virginia sheriff thinks
itq hlm:,r Ao watch for flying
saticers in the skies. Just don't
Eihqot the little green men re-
ported accompanying them.
g4 “"This - thing IMS gotlen come
g s pletely out of hand,” says Shers
. At John E. Kent of Augusta
i.r- ‘County. “It is now danbemus
" 1o county residents.”

1‘1'"' Almost dally, Virginians are

t reporfing unldentified flylng
_ objects (UFO) in several
- paris of the stale. And some
= - elalm (lhey have scen lillle
Martian (ypes wandering
- aromnd on the ground.
~° r“l{Anyone can go out at night,’"
. Bays hent “And see rellections
»¢ In the sky! But anyone carrying
5 firearms in the couniy without
~good reason will be dealt with
. according 1o the law,
= 'Beside, he adds, even if crea-
& tdares [rom space have landed—
= *"Who's gol the right to mow
them down?"
Even the Air Force has gollen
intp the act. It has discounted
~ any evidence confirming exists
ence of elther [lying saucers or
little green men, But, [or the
“reeord, a spokesman adds!
"Our cases are never closed
until the reporied objects are
sufficiently identified." '
Last week a pastor added
his name {o the growling list
of persons reporting hlghllni'l.
The Rev. Il. Preston Robin-
sun, pasior al the Chithowie,

— —

A

{ would, rln if they gol the*r hands

; llgué’Slmnf f W;l;ill “ﬁf;m%u%m .‘g J
.;Vatch UFO’s, Just Don’t
' ._ihoat Al Lmle Green M en

‘Fl.,.mﬂreh of God. ul‘« be .
saw & llylng .saucer gver/ijw
downtown Marlon. “It sto

600 feet aboye the ground,” :
he said, “and had a round.
shaped boitom from w
several lights showed." J,}J_

After one reported sa
lnnding, professor Ernest (
man of KEastern 'Hmnﬂ'ﬂhl' '
College In Harrisonburg,!
checked the site with a Geiger
counter Dec. 20, He reported
a high radiation level, | |

Gunsmith Horace Burns. of
Groltoes reported in detail the
sound one flying saucer made
when he saw it land in k“ﬁiﬂl
counly.

“It made a soft, wrooslﬂh'g:" e

sound.”” he said.

And at Staunton last Tues- &
day nmight, three boys I-llll\-
they saw—and = chased —a §

- small, green man near a rural

road. He was deseribed as .« |
three and a hall feet tall. '

The little green man was
probably none other than
ald Cash, whose in-the-flesh}}
slalislics are somewhat more
sizable — I:\*&Emt-r:igh! 190
pounds.,

Cash, 386, dﬁnld&l to lend
substancs (o the UFO craze
by denning blue (not green)
overalls and a leather cap and
pushing his halr straight up, |

Now he's not so sure it was
the right move. Some voungs-
ters spotted him in a field, he !
siaid, and tried to run him down. .
He outran them,

“But it shook me up,” he
said. 1 didn’t know what they

B o

L on me.” |

=
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 HARRISONBURG — Horace}
Burns told a crowd of several

hundred people ‘at Eastern Men
nonite College auditorium {las
night about his sighting - off
“flying saucer’ on.Dec. 2153
+- Burns, a Grottoes«

said he saw the object nea

Fishersville as he was driving
from Staunton to.Waynesborg on:

U-s. ﬁ“; o s = -
- He described the object: as
looking like an o
beehive, with
Fings from bottom to

* w

top.
g L

In W:shingtu'h. Burns'
description was termed ‘‘pretty
typical” by Richard Hall, act

ing director of the National Ir

vestigating Committee on Aeri

al Phenomenon. o
~Hall said Burns' report. tha
his car engine stopped
the saucer passed in [ront
ylhim is also fairly common.” -

times,” Hall said, in reports o

iMunldentiﬁed flying obbjects
(UF0D) and that the first. suchy

report was made in 1957, &

. UFO reports -are becoming]
more numerous, Hall said, the

latest having reportedly beer
seen Mondav over Washington
by six peopie.. A naval air st
Lion tracked an object by rada
Pec. 29 and reported it wax
traveling 4,800 miles #n hour,
Je added. yoooa
= Prof. Ernest Gehman of Eas
ern Mennonite College toid t2
¢rowd at Harrisonburg that
least {our other people saw the
same UFO that Burns reported,
but are reluctant to make pub
lic statements for fear of ridi
cule, Roke Hals ¢
" Gehman said herreceived a
telephone call yesterday from a
Staunton man whose son - Sup-
nosedly saw the object Burns
tescribed.

The boy made a sketch, which
closely resembled. Burn's de-
seription, Gehman said.

g L3 w .,

Burns said the object was
lark-colored and  appeared. to
he metallic but he couid not be
cartain. There were no obylous

,Man?%quls Of
With Al

g | %

£

. vMe g - g h . N
L8 1) realeci? on the ground for

ld-fashioned = Lhen rose slowly in the air forj

six conceniric

when})
of}

“This electro-magnetic_effect!
i5 been reported—severall

doors or windows .on ‘The. craft,
he said. daa Aol

{ |

‘Flying

A team .uf.'A.Ii Force investi-

could have dissipated between

the time of the landing and the

time of their investigation.
However, the airmen reported

bout oneand-a-h minutes}

several hundred feet then sud-§
denly shot off at a 90 degree

o ‘
= No'seasiys Were visible and al-| T ST o T ygright-Pattersont UFO - |
| _though:.there--was no apparent 'hnnm. Dayton, Ohio, came W i
eans of control or guidance, hel HTrer e Jan. 7 to study - ) v@? ,
§aid he was certain it had in-{l {48 8 oo co byt found no evidenceh. Slﬂ'l 11110'8 4|
:‘teﬂiﬂﬁnt Bdlrectinr_la' "I'hea: EEE 11 of radiation in “the area—some:f. ~ - :
3 urns said, in . R A ~ : —=tae O A
ilﬁinar the Woodrow Wﬂ%nighﬁﬁ mﬁ :ir“klf after the aiﬁtsu;ﬁ ' Jee LY R Lo I’, (l
“habilitation Center at erseg . ir Force specialists sald |, A I’ S
f&ﬁ?e. s S ‘. - 4R however that*the rldioactmty{| e € el)OI & I.If

l

WAYNESBORO (AP) — Three
imure sightings of unidentified
flying objects (UFO) in the

' a significant radiation readi-"lE|,'Wayneshnru—Staunmn area were

turn to the northeast at a Veryi, on E_:le left side of Burms’ autn--l: reported today. ‘
1 ace. r § mobue. ' . i 1 ‘
ﬂguu}ng said Thursday ni Burns said when the object Mrs. ' Marguerite Bolton of|

or turbulence at the base of
vehicle. He said he was [rigbt-

as if he had been stru
ened when he saw the 0 - .

u
'muEﬂLaa E E
he 0b] 4 o
and said it was as big as IWO) by a blast 0 o he nas. al With. silver-like prongs in

i houses. ;. -
!l'ﬁlﬂll? Rt ! witness to his Geiger counter
e e e L e e nesboro, Toe e
ats at the Eastern Mel-y Dy Pont in Yayn .
n’neni: College auditorium and gineer told Gehman he knows of
some stood in the aisles to heary a4 |east three other people who
the report. -

Iiurﬂ\':ull:mI withstood a barrage ©
estions—s o m e indicating}
great duldlnf skei-lpiucltsm with-1 people al.ll:n S0 ll:lgll.l:l:t;rbtldtn te
tradicting his story. 1€ mething whic
:;Itm :at?!ed n: the field “as ';f‘::mm -
Nghtly as a bubble.” Wheo the:'Gehman said.yrone

reluctant to report it
" o1 think it 15 a

| Waynesboro said today she saw

passed over him he felt a defi
the} "nite

' Sky as she rode home in a cab
{last night. She said the car driv+

<1l sighted the object but have been

' 1
tragedy lham Staunton hi

SO
to- the. human rgga..':. shaped UFO at about 4:40 p.m

a round, orange-colored object

Related Story on Page 14.

thel

er also saw the object.

~The Lester Hogshead family}
of Rt. 2. Waynesboro reported it
saw an object at 6 p.m. on U.S|

[250 west of Wavpeshaorn
—Reénne orton Jr.,

14, 'a
gh school student r
ported Thursday he saw a cigar

| Dee. .21

nh) 1€ Bl - nn " - n T L
- th sn 4 n1s E:r' T - . q:'l'i. ‘1‘:{ -‘* .
e et had Fun out o] . help feeling ‘there 18

S 4OTITIC. : b1 i . | a prophetic signifi
ﬁ Thursday be re-{sightings,” he added. Gehman

said it could possibly foretell

- wu ks : t! i g
atls h-d‘.ilﬁl'ttm’ El LhE Smd L‘umlﬂﬂ of Chrlst_ He

|d after the object departed.
‘Proi. Gehman said he: &

ginined the landing area with.aiTestament which said there will
Geiger counter and found

it tol be signs in the hem;;ns before
e hi nactive. One area, Christ returns to earin.
lh: h;gﬂy :.::g,ls:lmthi Eeedle tﬂf Werner Will, assistant Ger-
p off the register and heman teacher at lege,
ad to take the pl;te glatsr?h
> clean-it before he cou - 'a
t;i'ncmeasurinq the radiation. The hind it at alk™ .~
needle again jumped off the reg-] .
ister, the professor said. and
ypon closer examinalion foun
that a piece of radioactive grass
less than an inch long was caus-
ing the needle to react so radi-
cally. , o
Prof. Gehman again adjusted
the: needle, he sald, and then
wvalked over the area holding
e counter five feetl off the
ground: and it still registered
very high. & a

the col

\"'Tﬁat was the same day Hor- |

. saw” an- object land beside U.S.
sance to these 290 .between . Waynesboro ~ and

q.uated a passage from the New

offisaid that the faculty thinkst lgis
ciis4*a b ] ot be-:
is-*a bjg hoax. We are n *llly. went nto’ a gt Zhe. (an

. Young Norton said he saw the

held ininﬂaliéﬁhﬁ
‘reported. | n
same;days. (JQn )<

ace  Burns of Grottoes said hel]
#

Staunton. Burns, who did not}'
report Lhe sighting for several
‘weeks, said the object—which]
‘looked like an upside down ice|
‘cream cone—landed in.a mead-
.ow for/a minute or so then
'took off at a high rate of speed.
' Last night 8&year-old Bruce
Hogshead ran into his home and
-asked, “Mama, do you want to
see a flying saucer?” The fam-

quarter of a mile away and
watched the UFO for about five
minutes. '.
The parents and five children
are reported to have walched |
the bright object hover above
the ground for five minutes.|
Then, like a “snap of the fin-| |
or,” 1t diSappeared.

object iast month irom his bed-j
room window. His faiaily u.'irh-!

until Burnsj
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power line to the left of the highway. These telephone poles are approximately

T5 £t in height. Descent of the -object was at an angle and the object appeared

to b& spinning slightly. No sound was heard. The car of the witness stopped

as though the car had ran out of gas. The car proceeded about 50 ft down the

road and Mr Burns pulled the car to the side of the road. The object crossed

the road sbout 100 yrds in front of the car and landed in a field to the rignt
about 100 yds from the highway. Total time of the landing portion of the reported
observation was approximately 15 seconds, plus or minus five. The object was
reported to have landed in a field and remained there in excess of one minute

but less than two minutes. Mr Burns got out of the car, walked around to the
front of 1t and stood on the side of the road and looked at the object. At no
time was any sound heard. The object rose straight up to an estimated altitude
of about 200 ft, tilted at an angle and shot off into space, disappearing in a f
matter of a few seconds. Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the 1
right of its approach. A whoosing sound accompanied departure. There was no i
exhaust or contrail noted. |

CHECK FOR RADIATION

A thorough geiger counter check of the area was made. At no time was a
reading obtained to indicate any radioactivity above normal background radiation.
The dial on the watch of the college student with ""Hlmsn indicated a reading
of 1.5/mr. Subsequent to return from Fishersville the car of Mr L
was checked with the geiger counter also. (59 mercury station wagon). The
only reading obtained was a reading on the left rear door similar to the returns
from the students wrist watch (1.5/mr). The check for radiation was made with
a Model 2586, Beta-Gama Survey Meter, manufactured by the Nuclear-Chicago Cor-
poration, serial number 1203. This instrument had been calibrated and was in
good working order. On 15 Jan 65 this instrument was checked for accuracy and
a calibration check on report number O3422J was made and the geiger counter found
to be in good working order. The range of the instrument is 0-2500 mr/hr.

L

PUBLIC RELATIONS

During the investigation at the dlleged landing site, Mr Dallas M Kersey
news reporter from the Shenandoah Valley News Bureau, P 0 Box 846, Staunton,
Virginia arrived at the site. A copy of an article under his byline furnished
to the Richmond Times Dispatch asppeared on the following day and a subsequent
article carrieda on 16 January 1965. Copies of these articles are attached.

ADDITIONAL DATA

Examination of the field showed that grass and brittle weeds stems had not
been depressed or broxen over any large area. There was no indication that a
large vehicle or object of any significant weight had landed in the field. Dr

PEEENNE® s tated that he had contacted occupants of the-adjacent houses
and they had seen or heard nothing. - :

@ ¢ ha2s appeared on several local radio programs in the area. It was because
of one of these radio programs that 8 stated that he had revealed his
observation. The object had been observed on 21 Dec &4 by ZlINEmeessnd he

cantaete’ on 29 Dec. On 30 Dec _ went to the area of the alleged




Broadway, Virginia
January 6, 1965

U.F.0. Investigation Office
Wright Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

Gentlemen: /%kJﬁﬂhh

I have a good friend at Eastern Mennonite College in
Harrisonburg, Vi rginia,“ who” is interested
in U.,F.0.'s. He told me that on December 2?: 1964, a
Mr.Jd® was traveling on the highway between Staunton and
Waynesboro about 5 P. M. . when his car suddenly stalled and
as he drifted to a stop off the payment a large flat bottomed,
circular and doma sianed cbject passed directly overhead,
crossing the hic™weé .nc gently settled to earth about 100
yards away. " ] = .. the object to be about 125 feet in
diameter.

[ . s r.ve details of the shap:; however, he said
it had . . -Diuc ziow aro.nd the per:ser-.r., It sat there
about % seconds and suddenly rose and ieft rhe area heading
toward the mountain at a terrific speed. F¢ ot back in his
car and the motor started promptly so he drove away very
shaken up,

This is probably routine to you - che significant
point is that ‘ acquired a .z counter from the
coilege, took Mrwmmmmmps and had him sno. - m the area. This

was on Decemc=- 964. The Geiger cc.-:cer showed intense
radioactivity ~ ~ ot whereh. :he object

land. No doubt the area is still rad:oc..civo.

Hdid not say what type or + .are present,
but this should be of some help to yu .,




'_1 » Eastern Mennowite (ollege,

Harrisonburg, Virginia

o hone
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“71. check for radicactivity should be revieved. Consultation with
. experts in the field of radiation indicates that radiation s
deposits on 21 Dec 64 and giving a count indicated by you on {7

30 Dec 64 would yield returns at present. If possible we would ,

to have the information on the geiger counter wvhich you : i
the data regarding your interviews with witnesses at ,
indication of an

on registered during

adjacent farm houses. To date the on
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‘has aP in Harrisonburg, Virginia,
Dr. is on the faculty at Eastern Mennonite

College, Harrisonburg, Virginia,

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter.

roadway, Virginia 22815
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LEGEND
RELIEF PORTRAYAL

Elavations are i1n feel, HIGHEST TERRAIM alevation

v 8313 feet locoted of 24°Co'N 82%07''W

TERRAIN CHARACTERISTIC TINTS
(arens of unreliable relisf are devoid of tint)
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& LEVEL AT —
i ,1‘"5” 21T

e {"( L i -
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" ™ RELATIVELY LEVEL

wand larms ara shown I.},- cantoury, thres d‘pﬂ[ﬂ'.lun.u.l
shading. and terrain color tinls, Green indicates
Hat or relatively level areas in the lower elevations.
Fiat areas at highar elavarions, such as plateaus,
are shown by a yellow/green. The light buff ond
yellow colors indicate hilly and rolling te mountain-
ous terrain. Two bands of yellow are uied at higher
elevations to help identify mountain ranges and/or
eritical tops.

CONTOUR INTERVAL

1000 feet with intermediates at 500 feel
swailiaries are shown at intervals of 100 feet)

= e ¥ n—— .
o iLP "J

Contours Intermad.ate Availiovy

Doshed contours indicate agprosimats aligrment

SPOT ELEVATIONS

Elevation and position accurate, maximum

vertical error 100 foet, | « 10010
Pasition accurate, madimum possible vertica!
error 200 feat A <0000

Approximate or doubtful locations are in-
dicoted by omission of the point locatar
(dot or “*x"").

Critical elevation ., . ., _ .. 40000
Lake elevation 20 : b 0050
Strecm elevation . ..

MAXIMUM ELEVATION DATA
Maximum elevation figures, cen'ered in tha area
bounded by ticked lines of longitude and latitude,
indicate the MIGHEST TERRAIN ELEVATION within
that area. These figures include the maximum
possible vartical error of elevations, BUT DO NOT
INCIUDE ELEVATION OF VERTICAL ORSTRUCTIONS

yaik | ol é il sFm pacicmtey (Rt

y Ftra 1 ety : pifiirgied slevolian
AALIMUM ELEVATION FIGURES ARE OMITTIED IN
UNSURVEYED AREAS AMD AREAS WHERE RELIEF
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By Dallas M. Eerse'w

--Il -

Times-Dispatch News Bureaw

STAUNTON, Jan. 16—-A short,
slout middie-aged man was at a
hardware store in Staunton four
days before Christmas buying

supplies . for the gunshop  he

c:wn.-. in Harrisonburg. At 4:30

p.m. he left the city headed east,

nnU S. Rt.mnnthamtu
his home at Grottoes. |

About eight miles out of EI'I'I.III-
ton one-half hour later, Horace
Burns said he noticed a gigantic
3rk object floating in from the
north, cross Rt. 250 about 200
‘eet ahead of him and land
zently in a field “like a bubble”
for several seconds before taking

oif at a -tremendous I‘ll:l ol
=peed, 1
Surns said the object lppar-

ently caused the engine of his

car to stop.

Surns. was ‘‘astonished" at
the time.-He told his wife about
it but the [amily decided  to.
«*ep the' story a secret “he-
vause I thought people would
think I'm crazy." But after hear-
inz of other similar sightings
of unidentitied flying objects
-'-”Fﬂ s} in the Shenandoah val-

UF 0 Stor

-,ﬂi-.q‘

"i!.r;‘_‘ rl

\
|

i ip._!....; oL s v e G

Some Belzebe';"’Some Doubt

Ny o ‘F?J:- DTS e

i .-1

.% Gehman got a “‘tremendously]
= high reading’ of radiation, and,

his finding has been verified by|
H. M. Cook of Staunton, a 1e-
search engineer at Waynes-
boro’s. Du Pont plant.. Gehman
‘‘was having a tzzy because

the needle was all the way off
the dial,” said Cook, who has

had considerable experience with
Geiger counters in hIs work.
; It was  a hot area,!”,.Cook
said ' “We 'spent: 45, minutes. in
the field trying to tone this read-

ing down. We checked the ra-
dium dials on our watches, ev
went over a small hill from the
field, but this was definitely an
accurate reading. The _only
thing I can say is that it was
hnt Aradioactive).”

! To Test Soil

v he decided to teﬂ his story
piibliely. A
Since the epimde was
‘n The Times-Dispatch Wed
2¥, Burns has been call
“crazy’ and “nputs’” many times.
Sut he also has believers, many|
<! whom doubted the exist-
ence of UFQ's in the past,

' UFO Club

Cne- of his most ardent bhe-
ievers, for good reason, is Er-
nest.Gehman, professor ol Ger-
man at Eastern Mennonite Col-
e e _ill *mm;": He s
«nonsor ‘of “& recently - formed

mcluh‘mtha.mlllgt which

wmi:ate: smr’et "limﬂl.l‘" to

urns.’

."~.:nr_= davs. after Burns said

+ zaw the R to Si-font ohject,

vriman took a Geiger counter

v 1he site to check [or radiationd
new  that othen reported
Vs have given off radiaﬂﬂm

Gehman said he plans to take
samples of the soil in the field

in the next [ew daﬂ for lahora-l

tory tests.

Last Tuesdy, 22 days after
Burns' sighting, the air force
sent two men here from Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, at
Dayton, Ohio, to investigate a
report they had gotten of the
UFO in a letter from a valley
resident. The air base is head-
quarters for project Biue Book

which  investigates sightings of
H!‘O‘l rnpurtgd‘ to thl air furetﬂ

Mter a Mut; ;hﬁu
tion in the fleld with air
Geiger counters, the sr'rwcemzn*a
reached the conclusion thal

there is no, radiation in the field.
They. could give Burns no ‘ex-
planation for what he saw, but
Sgt. David Moody, head of the
team, said he would rule out in
nis final report any possibility}
of jt being an airplane or heli-

' copter because of the nature of

Burns' reoort.

It. was nearing dusk on De-
cember 21 when Bums said he
saw the UFO. Only one visible
light shone from it—a foot-wide
blue band around the base, he
salid. The vehicle made no noise
except for a slicht “"whooshing
sound™ when it left. It had no

wsm;e dours, u:: n.miuwa.. ,,...e'

'

f

Not Routine Sighting :

Until Sergeant Moody [iles
his report his findings will not
be known, but he admitted that
“this is an unusual sighting.
It's not routine. If it was routine
we wouldn't be here."

When the question was raised
last week whether Burns was
telling a true story or one he
had fabricated for pubdicity, a
yvoung boy came 1o his aid. Ken-
neth Norton Jr., 14, said he had
seen a similar object about the
same time on the same day
from a bedroom window of his
Staunton home. He told hi
mother about the object on tha
same day—December 21. Ly

Urged by Frufes.sur Gehm

an tmuml ubje:t akhout

g
same time., A reuurch mglmnr
and his son who live near
Waynesboro airport were out-

| side and also saw a strange ef-

fect. Another mag who lives in
Waynesboro reported seeing a
UFO.

Although residents of ﬂ'ﬂl.

area have responded with In--i

terest to Burns' account, many-

are still' skeptical and point tni

the loopholes in his story. -
Most Frequent Question

The question most often raised '
iIs why weren't other cars
stopped by the flying vehicle as
Burns says his was; also, Rt.
250 is a heavily traveled road
in this area, yet he doesn't re-
call any other cars passing the
scen2 nor have any reported
being there.

Professor Gehman has pre-
pared a report of the entire in-
cident to be filed with the Na-
tional Invstizations Committee
on Aerial] Phenomena (NICAP}
at Washington. NICAP receives!
all reports of UFO's, chec
them and catalogues its findings

Professor Gehman, who alsa
15 & minister, thinks there ia‘
{mﬂlhle some connection
tween the UFO's and a passaﬂ
in the New Testament's book ol
St. Luke relerring to the secs
ond coming of Christ:

**And there shall be signs In
the sun, and in the moon, and
n the stars: and upon tha
sarth distress of nations, wit
serplexity; and the sea and !
wiaves roaring . . .

CGiehman also said he [eels
that possibly the word *“‘worlds"’
in Hebrews 11 is meant to indi-
cate God ereated more than one
planet with living beings:

|

them—is shared by Maj. Donald

‘hundreds, or eVen millions,

“Through faith we unﬂer:tnndt
that the worlds were framed

' by the word of God . . ." 'I

heyhoe's View |
A similar view-—that there
are other planets with life on

Kevhoe of Luray, a retired ma-
rine corps pilot who is now di
rector of NICAP. He is a noted
authority and author on UFO's.

Major Keyhoe said *'it would
be narrow-minded of us to hE-J
lieve that we are the only living
creatures in a galaxie with bil-
lions of stars and several million
thought to have planets."” e

It is very possible that another| .

planet possibly not in our sol

mfem has life on it developed
of

years ahead of us enabli
them to travel great distances

through space, pointed out the
major.

_ Major Keyhoe's main con-
cern in the entires subject -of
UFO’s is the attitude of the air

[torce toward: the* field of these
unexplained vehieles. . |

"Th.e high level policy of t
aip force is to play this thi
(UFO repurts} down," . Ma .
Keyhoe said. “The policy is
deny everything until they haye
more answers,’’

resented technological - devel

i

to indicate that these unidenti-|

publication on  Project El

' Book that '‘to date, no uniden
fied aerial phenomena has give
‘any indication of threat to
|national security;
‘been no evidence .submitted 't

ithat unidentified.sightings rep-

* The air force- maintains in a

there

or discovered by the air force

ments or prineciples beyond

range of our present day sci
tific knowledge; and finally
there has been nothing in the
way of evidence or ether data

fied sightings were extra ter

restrial vehicles under intelliq
gent control."

Major Kevhoe counters with:
*I think the same as the air
force secretly does——these ve-
hicles are from another pianﬂl
with far superior intelligence to}
ours."’ '

Regardless of what the {uture
has in store for this planet and
UFQ's, Keyhoe Iis concerned

that presently an accidenta] nu-||
elear war could be triggzered by |
Pussta or the United States.!!

“The air force secrecy is dan-i

cerous because these UFO's
could be mistaken for an enemy

attack,” he said. Many have.
lleen picked up on radar screens, !
he added. S a4t 14
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Wb o I
quotes  Keyhoe's well-known views ou the dangers Inherent In
witbholding information. An accidental nuclear war could acci-

dentally be triggered by Russia or the U.S.

“The high level policy of the air force is to play this thing |
down,” Major Keyhoe said. ' The policy Is to deny everything
until they have more answers.” |

Major Keyhoe answers the Air Force's negative findings, one
of w is “"That there has been nothing in the way of evidence
or other data to indicate that these unidentified sightings were
extra-errestrial vehicles under intelligent control."

Major Keyhoe counters with: "'[ think the same as the Alr
Force secretly does — these vehicles are from another planet
with far superior intelligence to ours."




¥ December 81, 1964--Fishervilie, Virzinia-- Gunsmith Horace Burns

reported a 125 foot in diameter and 80 to S0 foot hizh saucer which

landed in a nearby meadow for two minutes near VWoodrow ¥Wilson Education

Center. A high background radiation count wvas detected by Professor

Ernest Gehman of the Eastern lannonite College at the site the next day.

SQURCE: Steunton Lgader, Virginia.
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! By TOM pmnacm

 RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — At
one Virginia -n:ri';f thinks

'siokay to watch for flying sau-|'

- s

S See':.' I

yr R

HI‘E
| reporting " unidentified ~ flying

'. parts of the state. And *ma
| claim they have seen Vlittle Mnr-

|cers in the skies. qﬂm‘l‘;ﬁoﬁw
the little f:e%gmmgxqoﬁed
lqcompanying them. ‘f_.,? A
“This rthing has guttm cnm-
pletely. out u! hand » !

objects — UFO — in several

tlunlypumnderi around on

a,...lf*- J

the ground. = .~

310/ janded '~ *“Who's got
" |to mow them down?” ="

“Anyone can go wt":t nishL"

l‘fﬂeclluns

in the :ky But anyone carrying
firearms in the county without

good r will be dealt with
Iccordin?tu the law.” | .

Besides, he adds, even if crea-
tures from outer space have
t the right

Even the Air Force has gotten
into the act. It has discounted
any evidence confirming exist-
ence of either flying saucers or
little green men. But, for the
record, spokesman  adds:
“Our cases are never closed
until the reporied objects are
sufficiently identified."”
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GIGANTIC UFO LANDS NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA HIT BY "SAUCERS™

Unidentified flying objects were «ve-ywhere — or so it seemed,
during last December and January Ejpecially was this true in
Augusta County in western Virginia. (J8th parallel)

Many Virginians from various walks of life reported sightings
of myﬂlg-m objects in the sky, on the ground, and even little
men scurrying over the Virginia countryside.

Professor Ernest Gehman, of Eastern Mennonite College, at
Harrisonburg, Va., entered the picture atthattime. ( Harrisonburg
is 20-30 miles north). Prol. Gehman launched himsell into the
investigabun, and found himself unexpectedly involved in a
succession of fast moving discoveries.

The ct is thorough, complete, and clearly written. But a
ter vnul attaches: that of his first-hand contact with the Air

orce Investigations team. His keen observations and insights
touch many familiar “bases’” in the conlinuing controversy over
UFOs.

Dr. Gehman's report follows, complete and unabridged.

GIGANTIC UFO LANDS NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
( Report on Sighting, Radiation, and Air Force Investigation)

Possibly the most remarkable sighting ol an unidentified llying
object ever reported to have ‘aken placeinthe Shenandoah Valley
occurred at 5 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 21, 1964. Mr. Horace
Burns, living at Grottoes, Va., and conducting a small gunshop
business on North Maia Street in Harrisonburg, was driving his
58 Mercury station wagon a few miles east of Staunton on Houte
250 toward Waynesboro, when he saw a huge metallic object
coming out of the sky north of the highway. As it crossed Route
250 about 200 feet ahead of him, his motor stopped dead,
“"conked out," as he tells it, and his car seemed to come to an
unnaturally quick stop.

The UFO landed lightly "like a bubble™ in a small meadow
at a spot about 100 yards from the highway. Mr. Burns guided
his car to the side of the road, got out and stood beside it, and
stared in amazement at the awesome spectacle. What he saw re-
sembled in shape an upside-down toy top, but the size of it was
astoundin. "It was 125 feet in diameter, at least, and 80 to 90
feet high! be declares. And besides being generally coneshaped,
its circular, sloping sides rose in about 6 large, concentric con-
volutions that decreased in diameter to a dome at the top.

Although in the gathering twilight Craftsman Burns could not
be sure of the exact nature of the material of which it was made, it
appeared to be metallic, possibly of aluminum. He noted that all
around the perimeter at the base of the monstrous machine there
was 1 bluish glow in a band about a fnot, possibly 18 inches,
wide. He could see no windows, doors, portholes, or even seams
anywhere on the object. Nor did there seem to be any sort of

landing gear; the vehicle had gently settled flat on its bottom on
the ground, although he noted that its underside was slightly
curved. -
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The visitor from outer space rested on the meadow for from
60 to 90 seconds and then with a “whoosh,' the sound no doubt
caused by the air rushing under it, it suddenly rose stralght up
for several hundred feet and immediately took off in a north-
easterly direction at a speed much greater than when it crossed
the highway from the north the first ime, which Mr. Burns esti-
males to have been about 15 miles per hour.

AfRer it was gone, Burns got into his car again and was sur-
prised to find, when he pressed the starter button, that there was
nothing wrong with the engine and that it started off at once.
As he drove away he was evidently very much excited and en-
grossed in his thoughts aboul the apparition (as who wouldn't
be?), for he cannot recall seeing any other vehicles coming or
going on Route 250 for possibly a mile. But no doubt other cars
on that busy highway must have been halted by the UFO's
tremendous magnetic field, and other drivers must have wil-
nessed the sight; we are still hoping that any such will make the
fact known.

Horace Bums went home and told Mrs. Burns the story of
what he had seen, but declared he would not tell anyone else
“They'd think I'm crazy,’” he said. But six days later, when Mr.
Jim Shipp of WSVA announced on the 6 p.m. newscast about
the existence of the UFO Investigators as an extru<curricular club
at Eastern Mennonite Coillege; Mrs. Burns convinced her husband
that he should report his experience. He told it on Monday to
Mr. Shipp, who informed me, the undersigned sponsorof the UFO
Investigators, and [taped thestory on Tuesday as Mr, Burns told
it in his gunshop. | had never known or heard of Horace Burns
before that Monday afternoon. On Wednesday [ made a prelim-
inary testing of the area with a Geiger counter which revealed
radioactivity of over 60,000 counts per minute. This was 9 days
after the UFO had briefly rested there!

As an interesting and unplanned corroboration of Horace
Burns® story, let me mention the factthat | found the exact landing
area of the UFO by mysell with the Geiger counter. Mr. Burns
had inlended to accompany me to the spot, but when the hour
arrived for us to go lo the place four miles east of Staunton
(which is 28 miles south of Harrisonburg) he could not leave his
gunshop until a certain dealer in West Virginia had come to pick
up a lot of guns which Burns had repaired for the dealer’s
customers and which they had to have the next day to shoot out
the old year and to shoot in the new! '

(Continued on Page 2) l
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Dingram of the landing and de
parture of a gigantic UFO 4 miles
enst of Staunton, Virginia, at 5:00
p.m. on December 21, 1964, .
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