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1. DATE • TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION • • • • • 
I 

2J./2130 ~ 
• • 

21 December 64 Harrisonburg, Virginia 
I 

l. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION 

Civilian PSYCHOLOGICAL CATinORY 

4. HUMBER OF OIJECn 
No evidence to indicate that a landing took place . Case carriec 

• One in the general psychologic~ cat egory • SEE CASE FILE. 

s. LENGTH Of' OISI!RVATIOH 11. BRIE, SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 

2 Minutes (ApproJdmat a) Saucer landed and took off . Area allegedly radioactive . Cal 
supposedly stopped by the object. Size estimted at more t ~AI 

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 90 .f't high. Shaped ~e a bee hive. Had a flourescent light. 
Gr ound-Visual ring around center. vestigated from \·IPAFB. 

7. COURSE 
SEE CASE FIIE . 

!.and & Take Off Initial information received innletter from citizen 2l. days 

8. PHOTOS after r eport ed event alleg~ took place. 

o Yoa 
XI~ No 

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
. 

o Yea 
H'Ho • 

FOAM 
F TO S E P 6 3 0-329 (TOE) p,.ri-• •.Uta•• of lN• r- -• M \lee4. 

-

• 

I 

• • • 
• • • • 

• 



! 

I 
t 

J 

I 

1 
! 
• 

I 
• 

l 
• 

l • 

• 

• 

• • 

' 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
" 

So :Mr. Burru told me how to find the ml!adow in which the 
object bad landed and said he Judged that the UFO hud rt!Sted 
about 100 yards from the highway. But he gavl! me no further 
directions. I found the meadow, stepped o ff 100 yards a long the 

• west fence. and then went 10 or 15 steps farther. Then with the 
~lger counter turned on. I walked across the field eastward. 
\ Vben I wa:. about two-thirds of the distance across the meadow, 
the n~le atarted to r ise and in the a rea from there 4 0 o r 45 
atepa ea.stward the needle swung orr the dial a number or times . 
I trailed the probe sUck (by its flexible wire) in the dry grass 
and several limn picked up highly radioactive particles that sent 
the ntedle o ff the d ial. Even though I walked far off the landing 
eite. the ntedle would not return untll I had cleaned orr the 
Q!iger-Mueller 0-50 tube with a cloth. 

• 

Fo rtunately, before I was halfway through this Investigation 
Mr. Harry Cook, a DuPont research engineer. and a Mr. Funk, 
a fellow engineer, whUe driving ho me [ro m the day's work, 
the former having learned the day before that the UFO had landed 
aomewhere In that meadow, :~aw me there, stopped their car, 
joined me. and corroborated my findings when thry saw the evi­
dent radioactivity revealed by the Geiger counter. (Sel: Jan. 17 
RJchmond Tlm•·Diapatch.) The Geiger counter l used Is a Mo del 
2612 Portable Survey Meter with a M odel P15probe. The Count­
er's rangea are 0.2, 2, and 20 mr/ hr colncldlng with 600; 6,000; 
and 60,000 counts per minute full scale with the Pl5 probe. The 
wveraJ times that I had evidently p icked up radioactive particles, 
I had the range set at 0.2, but the needle stllJ stayed orr the dial 
even when I set the counter to the 2 or 20 ranges, a a d, as I said 
before, the needle did not return to near zero untll l bruahed o ff 
the tub.! with my handkerchief. Alter I had uncovered the tube In 
In the pro be stick the second time, to clean if orr. I walked over 
the landing a rea with the prot>.! stick and exposed tube held about 
five feet [rom the ground. While I wa:~ d oing this, the nl:'edle 
w.tvered a round 16-18 mill i roentgen:~ per hour. Thl! rays so 
registering were evidl!nUy s tr lkln" the tube fro m various d1rectlons 
from the ground. And we no tiC1:<1 that when aU thr~ of us were 
near to look a t the counter dial, our bod ies seemed to s h1eld out 
many of the rays, so that the needle dropped back con:~idl!rably. 
This would indicate that the radiation was not o f the gamma ray 
ty~. b«auu gamma rays will pen~trate stv.:ral feet u r ,olld 
concrete, when!a• a thin sh~:e~ or paper will stop th~ alpha rays 
ant! somethlniJ like a one-inch board wUI stop beta rays. 

On January 12 Technical Sergeant David Moody and Starr 
Serge~tnt Harold Jones o f the Wright·Panerso n Air Force Base, 
after telephone conven1ations initia ted the day beforl! by the Day­
to n, Ohio, team, arrived to invest igate the UF O land inK o r over 
thn!e weeks earlier. Horace Burs. Clair W4!8ver (student [lresldent 
of the U 1-"0 Inves tigators of Eastern Mennonite Colle!{e), and I 
accump .. nled the Air Force officers to the landing aide 32 mUe. 
south a nd back again to Harnsonburg. Sergeant Moody had 
Mr. Durn• tell the enUre s tory o r his i ightlng. both o n th11 way 
and o n a rr lvaJ at the pla"-e o r the sighting. AJso he qu~tioned 
me u:s tu my In vestigation o r t~ It~ mling she and d1scovery o f the 
hll(h radioactivity. To Mr. IJallu Ktrsey, reporter fo r the Rich­
mt~nd Tlme.-Dillplltc:h, whu j•) ono-d u,; wnen we were .tbout to begin 
wu rk In the fteld, Sergeant ~11)0.1\iy 'ald . "'This is an unusual sight· 
lng. It 's not routine. If it wa• ro uune. we wouldn't be here." 

As the now 1lx of us waJl<ed Into the field, still covered with 
four lnc:hd o r •now remalnln!( from a six·inch fall or a few days 
before, It waa no little gratifica tion to me to see Mr. Burns lead 
the gToup exactly to the a rea that ~lr. Cook, ~lr. Funk, and I 
bad found to be radioactive, and to hear him say, " Here, Q!ntle­
men. Ia when! thla Thing stood .·· This was the fi rst ume Ho race 
Burru and I had bftn near the p lace at the same time. 

Sergeant Moody, using a Model 2586 Beta·Gamma Survey 
Meter. tested the an!a ( ra ther Pl!rfunctorUy, we felt) a t 8 or 10 
spots, first tcraplng thl! 4 Inches or sno w aside each time with 
his rooc. Twice, when the needle started to rise, he ejoculattd. 
"l h''", quoc:kly m~tdl! iOmoe .,adJU~tmoent o n h1:1 " urvey ~ltt<'r 
wh1ch caukd the needle to retu rn to zero, .:&nd then sa1d, "S~. 
there 's no radiation here!" On a thi rd occa:.lon (each or the:~e 
witnessed by at least three perso ns), when h~ poked his Instrument 
too far Into a clu mp of gran (after he had kicked orr the :snow). 
several gross stubbles punctured the thin Krty pla~Lc · like nJm u n 
the end ofthoe Meter and thlstlmtthe ne.!dle shot up much hil(her 
than ~fore, befo re he could jerk back the ~l ete r and examlM 
tho: damaged film . But again he made the ndjustment, lowtred 
the Metl!r more gently and said. "There's no rndlatlon here!" 
Ho1w~v .. r . h o~ ocknowl~dl(eti that :.ht 3 n un' .tnoJ rn .. ..; ! nch~~ nf 
an ow thu t had fallen , since th<! lime u i my anv .. -4111( !Won <JII ll .-c· 
cmb .. r :w. could hav~di:hlpatt:d ..any radio~tt.tlvt" i.iulup1!5 d~pvd<tt:d 
there o n Dec. 2 1, depend in" o n their halr·llfe. or cours.:. T h < :>erg· 
eants both teemed suffic:iently imprn:sed by all the facts they 
ob•erved and heard related, that they said severaJ time~~ that o r 
the 532 UFO. reported In 1964 and lnvesllgated by the Air 

• • 

Force (of which 16 were classiiied as unidentified o r unexplalnt-d) 
this could wdl resul t in being the 17th ror 1964. 

In v iew o r aU these facts, when Mr. Burns and I each received 
our 3·page c• py (dated January 2 7, 1965) or the Air Force 
report and findings o n the Dec. 2 1 UFO landing near Staunton, 
it was with considerable surprise and dismay that we fo und that 
the Air Force had decided there had been no such UFO s1gbb.ng 
and landing. The report's concluding paragraph reads: 

"CONCLUSION: It is believtd that a vehicle o f this 
size would be observed by additional witneucs at the time 
and location o f the reported event There wue no oddl· 
Llonal witnesses. There was no conllrmaUon or radio­
activity Ln the area. Grass and weeds bad not been de· 
pressed. Th~re wall a total lack or any indication that a 
vehicle had landed in the fidd. Investigation by Air Force 
personnel a nd subsequent analysis of the d a ta collected 
fa Us to reveal any evidence o f a n alleged landing." . 
Apparently the honest, straightlorward, detaUed testimony by 

Ho race Burns, as to what be saw In the air, on the ground, and 
In the air again, and its effect on the m otor · o f his car , and my 
test imony, supported by two technically experienced witnesses, u 
to the radioactivity o f the landing site o f the UFO, do not con· 
stitute evidence as fa r as the Air Force Ia concerntd. 

Strangely missing from the greatly detailed, 3-"page report 
fro m the Air Force was any reference at all to the three rains 
and the 6 inches of snow that had fallen on the area between 
December 30 and January 12. which we reported to the Air Force 
team and which they could easUy have veriiied at the local weather 
s tation which informs us that betw~n these dates this region had 
a totaJ precipitation or exactly 2 Inches. The two sergeant:~ were 
very much aware of the 4 inche~~ or snow stlll present in the field, 
through which they waded in their low shoes for half an hour, 
although I had urged them d uring their long-dbtance caU from 
Oh1o, to come prepared with galoshes. 

Also m issing fro m their report Is any reference to the fact that 
the two research engineers (~tessrs. Cook and Fu nk, used to 
Q!iger counter work). had witnessed the rad1oactivity o r the land· 
ing a rea. Curiously, the sergeants ev1nced no lntere:.t 1n talking 
to the&e two engineers, both or whom Lave within a few m iles of 
the a rea. Ho wevery, Sugeant Moody mentions In hi:l report that 
cop ies o f several Richmond Times·Dispatch articles are a ttached, 
Including o ne written by Reporter DaUas Kersey on January 16 
fo r the ,January 17 issue. Moody d oes not quote from the article, 
but he can hardly have missed reading the foUowlnK: 

N ine days after Bums said he saw the 80 to 90-foot 
object, Gehman took a Geiger counter to the site to check 
for radiation. He knew that othre reported UFO's have 
given o ff radiation. 

Gehman got a ' "tremendo usly high reading" o r radia­
tion, and his finding bas ~n veriiied by H.:\(. Cook o f 
Staunto n, a research engin~r a t Waynesboro"a DuPont 
plant. Gehman ·•was having a tizzy because the n~le 
Wit S all the wAy off the dial," said Cook. who has bad 
considerable exper ience with Geiger counters In his work. 

"It waa a ho t a rea, .. Cook said . " W< spent 45 minutes 
In the field trying to tone this reading down. We checked 
the radium dials o n o ur watches, even went over o small 
hiJI fro m the field, but th is was definitely a n accurate 
reading. The only thing I can say l.s that It was hot 
( r ad1oacUve)." 

Another curious juggling o r thedacts ap~ars In the Air Force 
repo rt near the botto m of page 2 as foUows: 

"F.xamlnation o f the Odd showed that IJTOU and 
b r lnle weeds stems had no t be.!n depressed or broken over 
any large area. Then! was no Indicatio n that a large 
v.-h1cle o r object or any SIIC'Dificant w"il(ht had landed In 
·h .. n .. ld. ·· 

llow could they make such a statement, when th<! facts are 
that the: meadow, o f (tood qual ity grass, had been mowt'd for hay 
and there were no brittle wee-cl stems In lht field nnywhtre. to be 
depr~~ed o r b rol<en down? And .JS for the 1,rrass, how could the 
Strgennt:s know that it had not ~n deprt:):led, since it was cuvered 
with 4 incllt-:. or snow when tho:y wo:re thHe? lne photog rap h. 
wlddy publlsht"<l, taken by ~tr. Kersey of Sergt:ant ~loody und 
Hurnce Uurns bend1ng over the Air Force Survey :.teter, elo­
qto .. ntlv provt'l thf' p r .. sence or at l .. nst 4 inch~ nf .now. 

.\ ( lin. on p .. l(t "J v f lh<!<r rtO<Irt th"Y •wier ~., .,.,. •n 1!\,. :w \I I· 
In!( 1 " Rd ubtRmtd tln tht ~igercounaer. nnn: 'h 11 1 v •• -,tl.UIII I 
counts per m1nute, which LS corrf\."1, but la ter tht:J Ill equuted w1Ul 
"60,000 m r/hr on the cht:clc by Dr. Gehman, .. but this would 
multlp ly the radiauon I round by 120. And th.:y quote .'l.lajor 
J ames Sproul, Al r Force r adiation expert, a.s stating (apparently 
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on the baa\a of th\a ml.sln!ormaUon) that auch radJoactive strength 
depoaUed on December 21 abould yield a positive return on 
January 12, wbJch would without a doubt ~correct. if there bad 
been radloactivfty or IUcb lntenaity. But following on Major 
Spro~'a statement, the report says, " ••• there \a no alternative 
but to dlaregard the Celger counter returns taken by Dr. Gehman.'' 
In thla way they dl.epoeed of the problem indicated by the opening 
lenience 1n their paragraph on radiation: "The moat pertinent 
fact lD the alleged landing waa the Geiger counter reading taken 
by Dr. Gehman." . 

• 
Two quatiooa continually llnger 1n my mind Firat, waa the 

Alt Force Beta-Gamma Survey Meter really the proper lnatru· 
· meat to u.e, if the radiation might have been mairlly or only or 
alpha ray.? And, aecond, waa their particular Instrument, wbJcb 
Serg~t Moody alwaya held down dose to the ground, really 
dealped to dilcover radiation 1n a wide, general area? Wa.a It 
not rather deaigned fo r uae after the eource or the raya hu 
already been patty de6.nlteJy piJlpointed? · 

In tb.la Alt Force report then are a number of other curloua 
e.uon aod mlajudgments or fact, aucb as the.ir aaying that the 
UFO bad croeMd Route 250 "at an altitude bJgber than. a trans· 
mJaaloD power llne to the l.eft Of the hlgh.way. These telephone 
(ale) pola are approximately 75 feet 1Jl height. Desce.ot or the 
objed waa at an angle and the object appeared to be apinnlng 
aUgbtly." Now It bappena that those Vtrginia Electric Power 
Company polee are declared by VEPCO officlala to be from 38 
to 4-' feet lD belgbt. which averages at little more than baiC aa 
b lgb u waa eetlmated by the Sergtants. U they had missed this 
estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to miss 
It by 30 feet La more than one hopes for from ttchn.lcally trained 
memben or a reaponsible Investigating team. And as to the 
"aplnning" or the UFO, we have heard l\.1r. Burns say repeatedly, 
u be aa.ld 1Jl antwer to Sergeant Moody's question that day, 
that he did not notice an1 sp inning. 

The ~rt contaln.a a number or other auch discrepancies. 
For a· quick rundown or some or these, note: 

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11:30 a .m. 
on Jan. 12, lnttead or at 9 :00 a .m. as be said in his repo rt to 
bl.a aupuion. Small matter? Perhaps. When be called at 11:30 
be told Mra. Gehman that they bad juat arrived at a local mot.el 
and needed to abave and wash up and eat before we could get 
losetbcr, whk:b we did at 1:30. 

(b) Dncriblng the UFO: "The band or light waa about 12 
lnchee ln diameter." lie should have slad "iJl width." 

hp 2: (a) "The object roM stralgbt up, tilted at an angle 
aod abot off Into epace •.• "Mr. Bunu bad told hlm: "shot off 
tn a oorth..,.terly direction." It had come from due north. 

(b) "D~n or (!eparture Will about jixty degrees to the 
right of Ita approach." Howrver, the angle betwe"!n north and 
oorthftUt La not 60 but 45 dev~. 

(c) "01-. E. C. Cthman ttated that be bad contacted occu­
panta of the adJacent farmhouHa and that they bad ~n o r 
beard nothlniJ." Correct: b<Jt ' I nee the Sergeants accepted and 
nported lhl.a fact, why not -.1110 my much more extended testimony 
or the two reHarch engln<"t!rt who shared my Geiger counter ln­
vatipdon W1th me? 

(d) "01-. Gehman It bead o f a local UFO H obby Club and 
baa appored on aeveral local "'dlo programs ln the area." The 
UFO Invatt1aton are a aerioua group of college students con­
ductlnr a ldenti.Bc inquiry on the many locally n!J>Orled U PO 
phenomena. I have never appeared on a local radat- program 
on the aubJect of UFO.; although WSVA on Dec. 27 announced 
tbe exlttenc:e o( thla extracurricular group organized 5everal 
montbt earlier at Eaatem Mennonite College, u noted above. 

hge 3: (a) "At no time during the th irty mlnutea of Investi­
gation waa the bhrbwt\y empty o f cars." Th!.s can be challenged, 
'(or till o f u• were In tent o n So!rgeant ;\lfoody'1 Cietger counter, 
<.u he a iAO ..,._.. No one wu consaatentJy observing the blghway 

. tnmc. 
(b) ~ardlng Mr. Bums: "Without a thorough psychiatric 

examlnaUoo no po1ltive conclusion regarding hallucloaUon Ia 
poulble. The witntss's rellabUity Lt not questioned." This seems 
llke contradictory testimo ny. How can o ne consider ll witness 
rdiable. if ooe also suspe<:U that be may have halludnaUons? 
But alnce Mr. Burnt' almple, frank testimo ny bu through these 
wee.lu been conal.stent and unshaken under somet.lmesseverecross­
q u tsdoalng, ev~ heclc.llns. D011111bly It is not oo: Nho 1hould h ave 
4 thorough paych.latrlc e.xamlnAdon. 

(c:) The A1r Fort'~! report states, a.t quoled .tbove: ''There 
were no addldonaJ witnesses" to the Bums' sigh ting. While It Lt 
true that at the time of the Air Force team's via it we d id not know 
o f any other peraom who bad seen the same UFO, yet two days 
later Mr. Keney Interviewed a 14-year~ld b lgb school boy, Ken­
neth Norton. of Staunton, whoaawa large UFO travtllng rapidly 

over the city 1n the dlrectioo from which Horace Bum.s aaw It 
comJng. Tbl.s algbUng by Kenneth occurred on the same day 
juat a few minutes before the landing seen by Burns. The boy 
called to hla mother to come to aee the object. His parents cor­
roborate their son's story a.s to date and time o r sighting. A 
fuller account or this and of the sighting in the air by another 
father and eon and still another man, or the UFO, apparently 
immediately after It bad left the landlog alte on Route 250, are 
told in Reporter Kersey's January 15 and 17 Richmond Tl.tne.­
Diapatch articles. Sergeant Moody had at least the article of the 
17th aa mentioned earlier, but. without look1Jlg1nto these reports 
at all, be could blandly aay, "There were no additional wit­
nesses." 

Thlt paper does not exhautt the inconsistencies and dis­
crepancies ln the Air Force report o f Its "official investigation." 
One or two or those remaining the writer pls:1.ns to take up with 
Sergeant Moody personally, in addition to the ones no:ed in this 
paper, but all or them together constitute strong proo f that the 
investigation and sub:~equent report were considerably less than 
fait and open-minded. In consequence, a good many people in 
the Shenandoah Valley feel that U other Air Fo rce invesUgationJ 
of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general rep­
utation that' the · Aerial Pbenomma Sec:tion of the Alr Force, 
Project Blue Book, bas un the subject 1:' by no means 'undeserved. 

Wblle on the whole we have a very high rega:d for the Uruted 
States Air Force, it.s tremenJoua responsibilities for the aalety 
or our country, it.s capabilities, standards, and, by no means 
least, lt.s personnel, yet we cannot help feeling that the Aerial 
Pheno mena Section or the Foreign Technology Oivi:~!on would 
do well to seriously overhaul its principles, Its methodology, and 
some o r Its personnel. 

Al1estatlon: I believe the above report by Ur. Gehman 
\a a complete and accurate statement of Mr. Horace 
Bums' UFO sighting and related mal1ers. 

Signed: 
• 

• 

Signed: 

• 

• 

Eroeet C. Gehman 
Professor o r German 
Sponaor of UFO Investigators 
Eastern Mennonite College 
Ha.rrltooburg, Virgin.ia, USA 

R. Clair W!aver, President 
UFO Investigato rs 
Eastern Mennonite College 
Ha.rrilonburg, Virginia 

Attestation: 1 have read this paper and ca 
It \a a true and rella~le report. 

Horace Burn.~. Guru~math 
C roctt>es, Vlrgtnl a 

P.S. Further confirmation: Just as we go to p ress we learn that 
several homes in the landing region reported the fa ct that a t 
about 5:00 p .m. on Dec. 21 their lights suddenly rlimmed a nc:! 
thetr radios and TV set.s ceased functlon1ng fo r s evera l minutes . 
The heads or these homes are sa.ld to have told this in the factory 
where they work. 

GEH\ofA'N''i IJlEWS AIRED 

Pr•,(. ~oman. who J.l.iO ts a mlnner, :n l.n~s .h.,r~ !<i po$SLbly 
some: conno!Cllon o"tw~n the U FOs und th" second commg o r 
Christ Gehman believes ours is not the only Inhabited planet 

NlCAP AND KEYHOE 
Pro f. Gehman fiJed the report with NICAP. The news story . . 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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PAGE 6 ~·------------------------------------T~H~E~A~·~p~·~R:·~O=·~B:U:l:l:ET~I:N ________________________ _:MA~Y~~~U~N~E:,~1~9~6S 

Huge UFO At Staunton, Va. 
• Mr. Horace Burns, of Grottoes, Virgin-

i3, claims to have seen an 80-foot-high 
UFO four miles east of Staunton, Virgin­
ia at 5 p.m. on 21 Decem!rtr~I9~. Draw­
ings of the objecf sho'w ·a- general cone 
shape 125 feet in diameter with a band 
of bluish-white light on the bottom. 

Burns claimed the metallic-appearing 
object came out of the sky' north -of the 
Highway, crossed Route 250 about 2p0 
feet ahead of him and then his engine 
stepped. He said his car seemed to come 
to an "unnaturally" quick stop. 

He also said the object landed lightly, 
"like . a bubble" about 100 yards off the 
Highway. It had no visible portholes, 
wings or seams. See diagram. The ob­
ject rested on the meadow for from 60-90 
seconds, then with a sound of rushing air , 
it rose straight up for several hundred 
c~et and then proceeded into the north­
east. Bums cl:limed there was no traffic 
during this time, nor was there any for 
at least a m ile Dhead along the route 
which he drove his car Dfler he started 
it up again. 

Six days l::1ter Mr. Bums informed 
Ernest G. G«'hman, a Professor of Ger­
man at Eastern Mennonite College at 
Harrisonburg . On the following Tuesday 
Professor Gehman taped the story at Mr. 
Rums' gunshop. On Wednesday the Pro­
fessor tested the area where th~ UFO had 
purportedly landed and his cc-unter reg­
istered GO,OOO t·ounl'l per minute . . This 
wall 9 days after the UFO h:~d rested o n 
the spot. 

On January 12 Sgt. David Moody :wd 
S/Sgt. H. J ones of Wright-Patterson AFB 
arrived to investigate the land ing. They 
questioned Rurns an1i Gehman. 

Gehman, who was on the scene dur•ng 
the AF invf'stlga tion, noted that !\loody 
also got an indic::~tion of radioactivity. 
This was three weeks after the incident. 
Moody also indicated the Burns sighting 
was a "~ood" one by several rema rks. 
However, in their 3-page report which 
they forwarded to Gehman, they inferred 
their doubts concerning the authenticity 
of Burns' claims. 

To our kn11wl~;:uge no sightin.l( or a UFO 
in tha t area which would tend to corrob­
orate Burns' claims has come to light. 
It has been suggested that the lack or 
t raffic on route 250 is most unusual at 
any time or day nnd esp~cially at 5 p.m. 

An examination o f a s tate of Virginia 
r oad map shows Staunton intersecten by 
h~ o major hir,h w1y'l :tnd !i~Vf'ra l smaller 
roads. H 1111lt;: 11 run:f rt>ughly SSW to 
NNE. H•gnway 250 where the huge 
UFO was alleged to have landed, runs 1 
WNW and ESE. This major U. S. High- 1 
way runs to Charlottesville and then to 
Richmond, ESE of Staunton. It does not 
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S~o.um above ts the "bethtve" shaped ob;ect reportedly observed near St4unton vtr-
!Jtnta, U.S.A. on 21 December, 1!>64. ~ • 

seem likely that an 80·90 foot high UFO 
could land in daylight on a major thor­
oughfare and be seen by only one individ­
ual. Charlotte~ville, home of the Uni· 
vcrsity or Virginia is only 35 miles away 
to t he ESE. Its population is in excess 
o{ 30,000. The population o! Staunton is 
20,000. Waynesboro, bt!tween Staunton 
and Charlottesville, has 13,000 residents. 

This evidence s eems to conflict with 
Burns' story- but on the other hand, we 
have the testimony of n r espected Uni­
versity Profe.>sor cnpccrning e xcessive 
r:1d iation. 

A short time ago, some stranl{e holes 
:1nd high r adia tion count were found in 
the woods near Glassboro, New .Tersey. 
A ta le o f a glowing red object which had 
purportedly landed in the woods was told 
to the son of a known UFO enthusiast 
and NICAP member, by an unidentified 
youth. Police investigated and located 
a boy who was identified as the one who 
originally told of the alleged landing. He 
was taken into custody, admitted perpe­
trating a hoax by d igging the holes and 
scattering certain chemical!! to raise the 
r adiat ion count. He was t r ied , found 
s;uilly, fined , warn ed about fu ture s he­
nan igans and relt>:lse<.l. llis li ne w:.:~ <~l so 
s uspended. 

We relate the latter case without pert­
inent details or nnmes Cthtl case is old 
and does not appea r to be a true UFO 
r epor t ) because it is important in that 
radiation nt an all eged UFO landinrr site 
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on the but. of thb ml.tlnformatlon) that auch radJoactive strength 
depoalted on December 21 ahould y ield a positive retunJ on 
Januazy 12, which would without a doubt be correct, ll there had 
been radioactivity of euch lntenelty. But following on Major 
Spro~'a atatemeot, the report aaya, " ••. there b no alternative 
but to d.laregard theGe.lgercounterretumatakenby Dr. Gi!hman." 
lD thJa way they dl.tpo11ed of the problem indicated by the opening 
aenteoc:e in their paragraph on radiation: "The moat pertJnent 
fact lD the alleged landing waa the Geiger counter reading taken 
by Dr. Gehman. •• . 

'lWo que.tlooa continually Unger lD my mind Firat, waa the 
A1r Force Beta-Gamma Survey Meter really the proper l.n.stru-

. mmt to Ute. if the radiation might have been mainly or only Of 
alp!ia raya? And, MCOnd, waa their partJcular Instrument, which 
Serg~t Moody alwaya held down close to the ground, rully 
dealped to dllcover radiation in a wide, general area? Waa II 
not rather deelgDed fo r uae after the eource of the rays baa 
already been pretty de1initely pinpointed? · 

lD thJa Air Force re;>ort there are a number of other curioua 
erron and mlajudgmeota of fact, auch aa their saying that the 
UFO bad CI'OMed Route 250 "at an altitude higher than. a trana­
m1Nion power line to the ldt or the highway. These telephone 
(ale) poles are approximately 75 feet lD helghl Descent of the 
ob}ect wu at ao angle and the object appeared to be spinning 
aUghtly." Now lt bappena that those VIrginia Electric Power 
Company polee are declared by VEPCO officlala to be from 38 
to « feet lD height. which averages at llttle more than haU aa 
h igh u wu estimated by the Sergtaots. lf they bad missed this 
atlmate by 5 or even 10 feet, It could be overlooked, but to miss 
It by 30 feet b more than one hopea for from teclmlcaJJy trained 
memben of a responsible Investigating team. And as to the 
"aplnnlng" of the UFO, we have heard Mr. Burns say repeatedly, 
u be aald in anawer to Sergeant Moody's question that day, 
that be did not notice an1 spinning. 

The report contains a number of other such discrepancies. 
For a· quick rundown of some of these, note: 

Page 1: (a) Sergeant Moody called my home at 11:30 a.m. 
on Jan. 12. lrultead of at 9 :00 a .m. as be said In bls report to 
bb superlon. Small matter? Perhapa. When he called at 11:30 
be told Mn. Gehman that they bad just arrived at a local motel 
and needed to abave and waah up and eat before we could get 
tpgether. whkh we did at 1:30. 

(b) Deecriblng the UFO: "The band or Ugbt waa about 12 
1nchee In diameter." lie should bave slad "In width." 

Pa,e 2: (a) "The object roM straight up. Wted at an angle 
and shot off Into •pace ..• "Mr. Burna bad told blm: "shot off 
tc a oortheutedy dlre.ctlon." It bad come Crom due north. 

(b) "DlnlcUon or c!eparture wa. about ~ixty degrees to the 
right of Ira approach." Howf"Ver, the angle betw~n north and 
northeut b not 60 but 45 d~rees. 

(c) "Dr. E. G. C,bman 'tated that he had contacted occu­
pant. of the adjacent farmhouan and that they bad llf'en o r 
beard nothlns." Correct; but tince the Sergeants accepted and 
reported lhb fact. why not w.l10 my much more extended testimony 
or the two reKan:h engl~ts who shared my Gelger counter ln­
valipdon tnth me? 

(d) "Dr. Gehman b heed of a loc:al UFO Hobby Club and 
baa appeared on aeverallocal Nldlo programs In the area.." The 
UFO I.nvestt1aton are a aerioua ~up of college studenta con­
ducdnr a adentUlc Inquiry on the many locally ~orted UFO 
phenomena. I have never appeared on a local radi<' program 
on the aubject or UFOa; although WSVA on Dec 27 announced 
the exiatence of thla extracurricular group organized •everal 
montha earlier at Eaatem Mennonite College, aa noted above. 

Page 3: (a) "At no time durtng the thirty minutes o r Investi­
gation wu the bltebwfty empty o f can." Th!s can M challenged, 
fo r aU of u• were Intent o n ~rgeant :Moody', Geiger counter, 
.u he also -.u. No one -.u consl4tentJy observtng the bighway 

· ~c. 
(b) Regarding Mr. Burns: "Without a thorough psychiatric 

examination no po&ltlve conclusion regarding ballucloation Is 
poulble. The witness's rellabUity Is not questioned." Thl.s se-ems 
like contradictory testimony. How can one consider a witness 
reliable, ll one also suspects that be may have hallucinations'! 
But aloe. Mr. Burna' simple, frank testimony bas through these 
weelu been conabtent and unshaken underlometimesseverecrosa­
quesdoolng, ev~ h edc.llniJ, 1)0•~>11bly It !s not oe NhO lhould have 
o thorough ptychlalrlc examlnadon. 

(c) The A1r Force report states. as quoted lbov!!: ''There 
were no llddltionaJ witnesses" to the Bums' alghtlng. WhUe It Ia 
true that at the time of the Alr Force team's vlalt we d id not know 
of any other pezaom who had aeen the same UFO, yet two days 
later Mr. Keney Interviewed a 14-year-old h igh llchool boy, Ken­
neth Norton, of Staunton, who saw a large UFO traveUng rapidly 

over the city In the dlrectloo Crom whlch Horace Burns saw It 
comJng. Thla alghtlng by Kenneth occurred on the same day 
just a few minutes before the landing seen by Bums. The boy 
called to hla mother to come to see the object. His parents cor­
roborate their son's story aa to date and time o f sighting. A 
fuller account of thl.a and of the sighting In the alr by another 
father and son and still another man, of the UFO, apparently 
Immediately after It had left the landing aile on Route 250, are 
told In Reporter Kersey's January 15 and 17 Richmond Tim~ 
Dlapatch articles. Sergeant Moody bad at least the article o f the 
17th aa mentioned earUer, but, without looklng1nto these reporus 
at all, he could blandly say, "There were no additional wit­
nesses." 

This paper does not exhaust the I.Dconsistencies and dls­
crepan.cles In the Air Force report of Ita :•official investigation." 
One or two of those remaining the writer pl'lns to take up with 
Sergeant Moody personally, In addition to the ones no:ed in this 
paper, but all of them together constitute strong proof tha t the 
investigation aod subsequent report were considerably less than 
fair and open-minded. In conSI!!quence, a good many people in 
the Shenandoah Valley feel that ll other Air Force invesUgaUooJ 
of UFO reports may be judged by thl.s one, then the general rep­
utation that' the· Aerial Phenomena Section of the Alr Force, 
Project Blue Book. bas on the subject~ by no means undeserved. 

While o n the whole wehavea very high rega:d for the United 
Stales Air Force, its tremendous responsibilities for the safety 
of our country, its capabilities, standards, and, by no means 
least, its personnel, yet we cannot help feeling that the Aerial 
Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology Oivi:slon would 
do weU to suiously overhaul its principles, its methodology, and 
some of Its personnel. 

• 

Attestation: I belii!Ve the above report by Dr. Gehman 
Ia a complete and accurate statement of Mr. Horace 
Burns' UFO sighting and related matte~. 

• 

• 
Signed: 

Erneet G. Gehma.n 
Professor of German 
Sponaor of UFO Investigators 
Eastern Mennonite CoUege 
Harrlaooburg, Virginia, USA 

R. Clair W!aver, President 
UFO Investigato~ 
Eastern Mennonite CoUege 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

Attestation: 1 have read this paper and can affirm that 
it ls a true and rellalJie report 

Sl~ed: 

./ 
• 

Horace Burns, Gunsm1th 
Gront>eS, VIrginia 

P.S. Further confirmation: just ns we go to pr~:s we learn that 
several homes In the landing region reported the fact that at 
about 5 :00 p.m. o n Dec. 21 their lights suddenly climmed an<! 
their radios and TV sets ceased functioning for s evera l minutes . 
The heads of these homes are said to have told th is in the factory 
where they work . 

GEH \of A ':'I'~ VtEW S AIRED 
Pr•>i. C...-..nml!tn. wbo also 1$ . , miruter, ·n \l1~:s 11-:N i.'l po:1scbly 

som~ t:ODII«tlon odween the U FOs and th~ second com\l1g o f 
Christ. ~man believes ours~ not the only Inhabited planet. 

NICAP AND KEYHOE 
Prof. Gehman rued the report with NICAP. The news story 

('Continued on Page 4) 
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· VIRCINIA SAUCER L~NDINC LEAVES HICH RADIOACTIVITY: On December 
21st, Horace Burns, a Ha~risonburg , Va . gunsmith, was driv i ng on Route 250 a -- . few ~iles east or Staunton, when he saw a uro which he estimates to have been 
125 teet ln diaMtAr at --
lha ba1a, and 75 teat ln 
h1l9ht. Tha object ••• eo 
large lhat he could not 
aae all of lt •hen look­
ln9 at lt throu9h . hla car 
wlndehiald. Aa tha object 
cro••ed the road ahead of 
hl•, •ao .. eort of force• 
... axarted on the car, 
bacauae tha -ator loat 
it• po .. r ta•porarlly. 
The auto-obUa atol)ped 
daed ae the uro croaaed 
the highway and ca.. to 
raet tn a .. adow about -
100 yard• a .. y. It ••• 
cona-ahapad, end 1t• cir­
cular eloping aldaa roae 

I 

ln •1• large rlnga that . 
d1•1n1ahad ln d1e&8ter to a do .. on the top. All around the perimeter at the 
beae or tha ·•oc~tne - thare wee a blu1ah glo• in a bend about a foot wide. Thera 
••r• no •indowa or door•, and no evidence or seaMs or any eort. ~r. Burns 
atood baaide hia car for a •1nuta or two, eft6r •hich the saucer rose up end 
took off at vary htgh apeed in a northeasterly direction •. After the UrO di~ep­
paarad, tha car operated nor•ally, •• is the u•ual case in •uch incidents. 
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,~n our non-scheduled Newsletter 1/22 1118 gave the story or seven 
teenagers who said they saw a little man fro~ outer space near ~~on. V3., j 
late last Jan4,Jtr,_. A photograph was also taken by the boys. In our report. we 
a~ted that the story "has all the eariiiBrks or a hoax." No• we learn that a j 
local .an named Donald Cash has admitted hoaxing the youngstars ••• Wa also hava J 
a tollo• up on the Virginia landin9 story on Page 18 or our Jllarch iasuea The 

- - - . - l 
induetr~al -a~ICer llho. on J.!l!"'aey .19th.·:. aa• three 37-inch-high being• . -.rge I 
fro a a land•d tJrO, now har-8-Ueged!-rbnn- "hushed up• by the U. 5. CovernNnt • 
When asked by local newspapers to confirm or deny this rumor, the men had no / 
comment. Although his name was not released by the newspapers at first, we 
have learned that he is Willia• Blackburn, an employee of the Cenerel Electric 1 

Company •••• In regard to the "physical evidence" found along a New Jersey high­
way last Nove~ber (as described on Pages !7-18 of our ~arch issue), over a 
dozen subscribers have accepted our offer to send a se~le or the material to 
eny person lllho hes access to labora tory tacili ties. Ae yfltt, none of these peo­
ple have reported beck to us with the results of any analysis. However, Paul 
Hammer, a Chicago researcher, sent a sample to the U. s. Air force, and re­
ceived e letter from Wright-Patterson dated februar) 24th, e copy of which was 
sent to us. The Air force (as was to be expected) identified the material as . 
nothi"9 ~r• ~aterioua then ordinary glass fibers •••• 
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\_ , o .. o~""t; :;r a;, ... ~ f o r .lnt:.:.o~..l,. lr.rv"c~t~tiQruJ ..... Ot~.>i.::t:ce vn .~i.:U. 
~ he.t~n.. .{~n::.n.gb:>u, .. , • -..J . ) 

~1)sdibl;t the most ru:-..a.~~e ai.;;hting of an unident :ifi ad !:l }'L,.; object 
evt:!r re~ol"'tt!d to ~vo t :i4cn i)lacs i.~ t:!:'.Ll) ~n.v-.do.~.h J~ley occuri:'ad .::U: 
5 ~>. :n. on :Dnda:;, ;.:-ec.21 , 1 964. :~. c.icrnce Dt:rns, llvi~.~ a t: t~"rot:toc[) , 
"'a., :m d conducting a omnll zun,sho p buai.ncs a an .brth . :O i:.l. ..!lt~ct f.n 
i'!:.ttz-isao.b-~. vos driving his l·brcurJ s t s.tion ~mgon 3 :Zc-t7 rillcn cast of 
Stmm1:0n. on Scuta 2.50 tow::n:'d \·?ayno s bor o,. \.'1.len he aav a ll'¢J G uoetalli.c 
ooje.c1: eornjng out oi. the &L.-y north o:s: t he hi;h~y. J\s i t croCdad !~te 
:l!;).ll ~i:: 200 f e-et a.~.'ld of b i·n , t' i ~ ::):')tor a t or;_.cd c!a~, "cm1l'..cd ou-t;' ' a e 
be tel.J.a i t • Qad h ia car se~ to ~l:le t o en unnatn"at17 qt;iclt s to<;> . 

The .wo 1anded t111ca n bubbLe" in n. ~all. ~ at ct spot -
tabout 100 yas\i•· £:t«u the .. lr. mucna guided hi• caz:w to the side 
~ thea road. got outand eto:;)d beside it,. Qlld ctared in amamer.nt at the 
.,..._ b1\at: be 8t!ISI nsemhlad in ~an up#idc-down toy t.op , 
bat the -01~ Lt WJa8 aatolmding. nzt YQ8 125 f .eet: in di~. at ](:~st, 
sad · 80 to 90 bight" ha declares. And bGe1c:.ca ~ G~tc~·nlly eona-
ohat>ed, ita ciewlar, alop~ sidca rona in about 6 lnrze. conc4mtric · 
convol utiona tbat decreased U1 diameter to a dcma nt the top. -

• 

_·JJ.tln~gh in the ~at.~ ·~.ri.li_Jht :.:rnft:zn:ln airua conld not be sure 
of the c:cact. nat:m~ oi: the r:aaatc-i al of ~ch i t waa ::~ • i t: a~d to 
be 3!ta.Llic9 posaibl:r t>£ aluminum. ~ !e noted t!~.n.t sll :lround t he PQrimetex­
nc i:t'..e = t:be mou.at:raua oach 1 n.e t!1£r<l ';I3.S a bl:u.i.sh. ~leu in a bond 
about a f oo-t:, poaaibJ.y lS inc..~s, t11da.. Ee could cee no Yi!!dowa, doors, 
portholes. oz. e¥1..-. acoma 4D.ywhera on the object. Uor di.d t!~rca G~ to be 
N'Y sort o'f ltftiing g011rJ the vahicl.a had zontl,- oettl.ecl fl.n~ on ita 
bottom on the g£0\D"l• ale..~ ha noted that ita ~si.da ~~ 5l.i.;,;htly CUZ'W· 

ib.o viaieo.- fl'Ot!l out~ avace n .stOO on the meadcxl for ~ 60 to 90 
seconds and ~hml rith a•'wboostt.,. the !.iound no doubt c~ by the air rwJhin::; 
u...-.dez· it. it ~ly roM atrai:;."lt ~ f~ scvero.l. hundrod feet: .and iac.e~ 
diately took o££ ill a northe.asterl.y ~tion at a speed mnch g.~~tC!.r tr..an . 
.men !~ e:.-oeoed tha hi.~~ froot t h.o north the f:!.rs t tiM». wlch :.!r. Durns 
e~im.zta.a to hllve Dr~Nn about l5 milea :;;e:r baur. 

-~!"or i t vas gone, Duzna r;ot into bia cac- :1.~.ain and t.mS autprisad to 
fine~ -=~..=en he pze&~ the at:zrter button. t hat there - 'ilaS nothing ~ with 
t!ul im~~· and that i1: !lturtod 0'1£~ at once. As he d:!Q~ ~ he ~as evident l ; 
vary ::no h. cxc:ited ond engroa..ec.l in his thocg~~ o.bout t ha a;,;>~Xl.rition.. (Ao \~\0 
ta:IUl.dn 't be? ) fot: he cannot ~call. St!ei.ng ~ other vehiclea couti.~ or go­
ing on ··louta £or tra•aibly a mile. rut no doubt other e.ara on th3.t busy 
~h::ay must have been b4ltad by t ho C~O 's t~Cou4 ~T..cti.o f i eld t end 
other drivers e:ustr 1~.re witneased t he sight; ;;a hopo GJ...,Y c;uch uill make t he 
!bet:~. 

·race i)n ua -:40-n t !".C'..1Je :;m<.i 'to l.d. r:; . ;:.ll.u:Tl!l C:-lf'! ::;~'::'? or ~Lat he: =~d 
::f1cn. :;..Jt !ccl .arcd i'.e ';.J\.')U.l.d. not t~:l :.-.::tor.e ~.:-.J~. " :~1.cy ' :! t hir.k r '"'l cra.:=y, ., 
.1.t) :.~ i..... . ~t a:i )C l i..;,;.ys la-:f!r, . ,'~~ ~~n r . .Ji::l ,i~ .~ ~) .Jf ;,:, ·.;.\ . ·~~.eel ·::>n t!.tc 
·~ ?! .. ..:J . , :.c troc.ant abolli: ... he ~!!!.i:;tcnce 0.::2 ~:-.a u;:-:) .. :--.v~sci ~tltc~s D.4 !1!1 c:rtrn­
:;urr:.cu.L~ club nt ..:O.oi:~r!l . :cnr:on.: . .+:::e • .;ollc ·.~c , . r:J . _urn a conv i.."lecd. har 
:1USba.r..o -th:r:: ha ~d :."~rt :ria ~!'" ;erienca . :!3 t old l t on Hlnd37 to :.~. 
ui ~ : ~> ., no m ;-rox"":.ed. \:he Inveati ... ;!)1:0,..n., ~ 'C.AO~ t:hc. ~t:.ox-1 an ~'!Bt.!;:v as 
~ ., • .....,.on _ , Jt it n ... ....__~ ···· ~·•"7 :- .., .......... "' ·-li-..1 -·~._ .. -..,. ..,'f. ~,.L--1 ../rl 1-.,i. , ...... .._ ~ .... • _.._ .. ,,... w.a.ra • _, ~·~ ~ -~ T ... . _ ... .........., ...,. , , - u ... , .... ~ ;~.. • ....,. J . , __ ,.,.- . .;;:, rl-,..,~ J4. .... ..:., 

..J.rea 7Tl. ~') 3 Gei~cr counter wh.i.ch rcveal.e d rlldi.o- ect i.v :Lty o:f OVQ.r 50 • VG.J 

.:ount :1 ')4.)r :.'M6nut:a. .hi a WCl.S 9 days aft~r t ho u:7'0 ~..c.d bric.fll' rcat cC. t h:!re1 
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. ...::; rn i nterestin..;; and unplanned corroboration o:i Horace 3urns' story, 
let ne :::1cntion the f act tl'lat I found t he. exact landing e1rea of the WO b y 
rnysel£ 'Jith the Geiger counter. ~·!r. Burns had intended t o accomp any ~e , . 
to tr~ opot, but when the hour arr1ved f or us to go to t he place four 
t~les ~st of Staunton (tmich is 28 miles nouth of F...arris onbtlrg) he could 
not leave his gunshop until n certain deale.r in T·;est Vir~inia had come to 
pick up a lot of guns which Burns had repaired for the dealer's CU3tomers 
and t~hich. they had to have the next day to shoot out the old year and to 
shoot in the newl 

.3o .. r. Burns tol d me how to find the meadoY in wh:i.eh the object had 
landed and said he judged that the UFO had rested about 100 yards frora 
the highway. But he gave me no further directions. I found the meadow, 
stepped off lOO yarda along the west fence. and then ~-ent 10 steps farther. 
Then with the Geiger counter turned on, I wal..ke.d across the field eastward. 
~.Jhen I was about two-thirds of the di.stance across the meadow, the needle 
started to rise end in the area. from there about 45 sten s eastward the -
needle ~-off the dial a number of times ... I trailed the probe stick G:>y 
its flexible wire) in the dry grass and severa1 times picked up highly 
radio-active particles that sent the needle off the d.i~. Even though 1 
-:.1allced far off the landing site, the needle \vould not return until I had 
cleaned off the Geiger-M1eller D*SO tube t.r.i. th a clot.~. 

?ortunately, before I was halfway through this investi6 ation ~. c~rrJ 
Cook, a DuPont research engineer, andar.r. 'FUnk, a f ellow engineer, Wile 
driving home from the day's work, and having learned the day before that 
i:ha UFO had landed somewhere in that meadow, saw me there, stopped their 
car, joined me, and cort·oborated my findings T.o~hen tr..ey saw the evident 
radio-activity revealed by the 3eiger counter. (Bee .Jan. 17 'l~mes-Dispatch.a 
'fhe Gei6er counter I used is a l1:)del 2612 _.)ortable 3urvey lrleter with a . 
modal P-15 probe. The Counter's rangea are 0.2, 2, and 20 mr:/b.r coinciding 
trlth 600; 6,000; aitd 60,000 cO\mts per minuta full scale with the p-15 probe. 
Tha several times that I hnd evidently picked up radjoactive particles, I 
had the range aet at 0.2, but the needle still stayed off the dial even 
uhen I set the counter to the 2 and 20 ranges, &id, as L said before, the 
needle did not return to near zero until I brushed off the tube with my 
handkerchief. After I had uncovered the tube in the probe stick the second 

i tim, to clean it off, I walked over the landing area with the probe stick 
and exposed tube held about five feet from the ground. ~Mle I l-Ias doing 
this, tr...e needle wavered around the ~7 -lS millii:'Oentgens per hour area. 
The r::1ys so registering ~iere evidently strik.in;J the tube from various direc­
t ions ft-om the ,s;round. And we noticed tha.t when all th~ee of us were near, 
to look at the· counter dial, our bodies seemed to shield out. many of the 
rays. so that ~~e needle dropped ba~~ considerably. rhig would indicate 4 
that the radiation was not of the g::acma ray type, because gauma rays will 
~enetrate several feet of solid concrete, whcr2aa a t~in sheet of pa? e r will 
~top the alpha rays ~~d somethi~ ~i~e a vne- i nch bo~ wil l s~op beta ra,s. 

Cn January 12 Technical Ser6eant David "-body ::Lid ~taif Ser ;5c:.mt Harold 
Jones of the t iright-.)atterson .-\ir Force :lase • at tor tele,;:!l_one conversations 
initiated by the Dayton, Ohio, tegm, arrived t o investi ~ato t he UFO l3nui ng 
of over three. -;~eks earl ier. Horace Durns, Clai r ~ ;c.::tver ( student pr e sident 
o f t he UFO I nvesti.sators of E.ostern ~·2nnonite •.Alle~e ) , ...md I accompanied 
:.:~e .. lir :~orce. offic~rs t o the landi.~ a i t.ra J l mil~a .Jou-ch ;u'Ld back co Inr ­
:·i sonbu.rJ. .::ergt!ant .·body had ) Jr. Jurns call the ent:ire 31:ory of his 
~ighting, both on the way and on arrival at the ? lace of the sighting. Also 
he questioned me as to my investig ation of the landing site and discovery 
o f the hig h radioactivity. To }r. Dallas Kersey, r eporte r for the 11ichmond 
r iws-Di:lRatch, who joined us while '\ole were//.% work i n. the field, Scr;ean!: 

about to beg l.n 
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}:':.>ody s aid, "This is an unusual si~hting . I t's not routine. If it Has 
routine , t: Te Hould..'"l. 't be here.'' 

• As the now six of us \oTS.lked into t he field, still covered "~;rl.th four 
inches of snow remaining from a six-inch f all of a few days be f ore, it was 
no little ~ratification to me to see Hr. Burns lead the group exactly to the 
area that 1·1r. Cook, l·1r. Funk, cu!d I had found to be r~dioactive, and to hear 
him say, "1-Iere, Gentlemen, is 't-there this crhing stood." 'l'his was the first 
time Horace Burns and I had· been near the place at the same time. S~~;J 

c.V-~~-;- ~-.l ~ + !J'r~~?~ 
~Jer~eant :r.nody, usinci a 11:>del 2586pi!Hii~::re~ . ...:.rvey :·b.ter, tested the 

area (rather perfunctorily, ne felt) a or 10 apo-c~ first scraping the 
4 inches of snow aside each time "t.Jith hi - • - e, tvhen the n eedle 
started to rise, he ejaculated, "Uh.l ",quicl~ly made some adjustment on his 

~~ter which caused the needle to return to zero, and then said,. "See,. 
there s no radiation herel" On a third occasion (each of these witnessed 
by at least tht•ee persons), tmen he poked his instrument too far into a 
clnnxp of grass (aft.er he. had kicked off the snow), several grass stubbles 

_punctured the 'thin grey plastic-like film Oil the · end of the meter-l!tl.d this 
ti:ne the needle shot up mnch higher than before, be£ore he could jerk back 
the £,'2ter and examine the damaged film. But again he made the adjustment, 
lowered the l-3eter more gently and said, " 'rhere.' s no radiation here. 1J' Ho~~­
ever, he acknowledged that the 3 rains and the 6 inches of snow that had 
fallen,since the time of my investi6ation on Lec~~er 30, could have dissi­
pated any ltadioactive isotopes deposited there on Dec. 21, depending on ·­
their holf-life~ of course. The Ser geants both seemed sufficiently impressed 
by all t he facts they observed and heard related, that they said several 
tjnes that of the 53.'2 UFOs reported in 1964 and inves·i:i6ated by the Air 
Force (of which 16 were classified as unidentified or unexplained) this 
could lrell result in being the 17th for 1964. ·. 

• • 

In view of ' ull these facts, when Mr. Burns and I each received our 
3-page copy (dated January 27, 1965) of the Air Force report and findit16s 
on the Dec 21 UFO landing near Staunton, it was T.rl.th considerable surprise 
and dismay that we found that th~ Air Force had decided there had been no 
such UFO sighting and landing. The report's concluding paragraph reads: 

• • ... 
• • 

1 

"CONCLUSION It is believed that a vehicle of this size would 
be obaervid by additional ~tnesses at the time and location of the 
reported event. T'nere were no additional witnesses. There was no 
confiz:u1ation of radioactivity in the area. Grass and ~-eeds ~IJ{ had 
not been depressed. There was a total :\,acl( of any indication that a 
vehicle had landed in the field. Investigation by Air Force person­
nel and subsequent analysis of the d~ta collect~d fail!s to reveal 
any evidence of an alleged landing. " : 

. " Anoarently the honest, strai~htfo~~ard, detailed testinony by Horace 
Burns, - as to "Qhat he saw im. the aJ-r, on the g:ound, and in t!le a i r ~.:rin, 
and it3 e.£fect on t he motor of his car, .3.1-"ld my testimony, supported b y two 
technically experienced 'tritn~sse.s, a s t o the r:ldioactivity of t he landing 
site of the UFO, do not constitute evidence ~s far as the Air 2orce is 
concerned. 

~t4a~ely missing f rom the 1r eatly detailed , 3-p~~e re9ort f rom the 
.~ i r .·'0rce ~·las any re.ierence at .:.1l l t o t!le three -:-ains a-nd the 6 i :1ch.es oi 
sn0""1 t hat had fallen on t he area 'De t-ween .)ecember 30 and Januar7 .!.2 , :..1nich 
we reryorted to the Air Force team and which they could easily have v erified 

• 
at the l ocal weather stati .. The two ser~eants were very n:n1ch aware of 
the 4 inches of snow still l:'esen!:~in the !i~ld and thro~h 't·1hich t:-tev 

rTJnl.Ch J.u.~..orms us t nat between t nese-d.a"Ces cne 
total precipitation (8.7 J.nches of rain, 2.3 inches of snow water )exactly 1 

• -- .. .. • 
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At 1000 hours, 11 Jan 1965, The Aerial Phenomena Section of the Foreign 
TecHnology Division received a letter (attached) from a civilian regarding an 
alleged landing of en unidentified flying object in Harrisonburg, Virginia on 
21 Dec 64. The letter indicated that the witness 's car had stalled and that 
radioactivity was present in the landing area. This radiation had been veri~ 
fi ed by one of Eastern Hennonite College . Upon receipt of this 
letter a t e call was made to to verify the alleged incident 
and to determine if a check had been made on radiation. stated t hat 
he had checked the area on 30 December with a geige~ counter and that this check 
showed r adioactive returns. 

In view of the report of radioactivity and car stalling it was decided that 
' an investigative team be sent from Wright-Patterson Air Force Base to conduct an 

official investigation of the reported incident. At 16oo, 11 Jan 65 TSgt David 
N Moody and SSgt Harold T Jones departed W-P AFB for Harrisonburg, Virgi. nia 
(Orders Attached). 

An investigation was conducted on 12 Jan 65 and the following information 
was obtained. At 0900 a telephone call was made home and 
Sgt Moody was informed that he was in c lass at Eastern Nennonite College. Sub­
sequent contact was made and an appointment for an interqiew with the witness, 
Mr and was arranged for 1330, 12 Jan. At Moody 
and Sgt Jones arrived at gunshop at in 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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I 
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Harrisonburg, , Virginia. Shortly thereafter from Eastern 1 

Mennonite College arrived. This party then departed for the area of the sighting. 
The alleged landing site was on U S Route #250 between ~Taynesboro and St~1nton, 
near Fishersville, Virginia. During the drive of approximately forty-five minutes 
the witness reported the essential details of his observation~ Upon arrival 
at the landing site pictures were taken of area and the reported path and 
description of the object were given by (Copies Attached) 

DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT 

The object was reported as tremendous in size, about eighty to ninety feet 
hi~ a::!d l.25 feet 1!'1 C.!ameter. ~e shape correspo::1ded to a large reehi ve. 
(Drawing Attached) . !lo color ~..ras reported, the ob j ect being described only as 
dark. ~nen asked if~ colors of the cars and other obj ects could be identified, 
Mr Bur:ls s1;a1;ed. that they could . He stated tha1; tae light condition at the time 
of the sightiog was such that colors of the cars and other objects could be identi­
fied. Nc :features such as doors, windows, means of propulsion or other characteris ­
tics were noted w1 th the exception of a narrow bend of light surrounding the 
object about six feet from the ground. This band of light vas about 121 inches 
~ diamet~r which would. have been above a man standing on the ground adjacent 
to the object . No rays were noted and the light 'ffis described as florescent . 
Mr ~ did not think the light could have been cuased by a heat sour ce . It 
vas not 3~ilar t o a ~elders torch or other flame . This light did not c~?~ge 
in intens i ty. It was not en extremely bright light and the edges were sharply 
defined . 

NOTION OF OBJECT 

The object wa s firs t observed thr ough t he windshi e l d in t he upper left hand 
·::m:-.1a:. C'.J~~ct ;::~.pproec::a-1. ':-om th~ !o:-:."! · ~ .,_, ::'..l~Ltnd~ "- iJ!'ler th~.:l :. tra~sm.:....>3 ion 
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waded in their ~ow shoes f or half an hour, althou~h 
their l on g -distance cull fro::a Ohio, t o ecce ~)r~pared 

I 11ad ur~ ed them, on . , _, ' 
t .. ~ t.l ~..u-osnes • 

. Also missing from their report is any reference to the fact that two 
research engineers ( l-2ssrs. Cook and Funk, used to Geiger counter ~-10rk), 
had witness ed the r adioactivity of the landing area. Curiously, t h e ser­
g eants evinced no intereot in tal ki ng to these t-..ro engineers, both of Hhom 
live lvithin a fel·l miles of the area. Hol-rever, Sergeant ~.body centions in 
his report that copies of several Richmond Times-lJisoatch ~icles 3re at­
tached, including one written by Reporter Dallas Kersey on January 16 for 
t he Jarruary 17 issue.. :1:>ody doe s r.ot quote f rom the art i cle, but he can 
hardly have missed reading the. following: 

ltine days after Burns said he scn-r the 80 to 90-foot object, ) 
Gehman took a Geiger counter to the site to check for radiation. :1e 

1 knew that other reported UFO' s have given off radiation • 
• 

·• . ~ Gehman. got a 11tremendously hi~ reading" of r~iation, and his 
finding has been verified by H. 'M• Cook of Staunton, a research· 
engineer at Haynesboro 's DuPont plant. G'ltanan '"tv-as having a tizzy 
because the needle was a.l.l the way of f t!l.e dial," said Cook, who 
has had considerable experience wit.~ Geiger counters i., his lrork. 

"It wa.s a hot area," Cook said. "Oe s pent 45 rninutea in the 
f i eld trying to tone this reading C.own. He chackeu the radium dials 
on our watches, even went over a or.1.:J.l.l hill £roo the. field, but 
thia \-Taa definitely an accu:ate readi t16 . The only thing I can say 
is that it was hot (radioactive)." 

Another curioua juggl~ of the facts a ppears near tha bottom of page 2 
as f ollows: (This refers aga1n to the Air Force report) 

"~amination of the field showed that grnss and brittle weeds 
steua had not been depressed or broun over any l~ge area. There 
't·ras no indication that a large vehicle or object of any significant 

• 
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I 
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weight had landed in the field." I 

~,, 
How could they maJc.e such a statement. when the facts are that the _ ' · 

meadow, o£ good quality graaa, had been mowed and there were no brittl~-
weed in the field anywhere, to be depiessed or brollten down? And as 
for the graaa, how coul.d the Sergeants know that it had not been depressed, 
since it waa covaxe.d with 4 inches of snow when they were there? The 
photograph, widely published, taken by Mr. Kersey of Sergeant t.~y and 
Horace Burna bending over the Air Force Survey Meter, eloquently proves 
the prasenca of at least 4 inches of snow. 

-.\isai.n, on 9~e 3 of their report they refer twice to the reading I 
had ob~ained on the Geiger counter, once that it ~was 60 , 000 counts per 
minute, ~1hich is correct, but later this is equated with u6o, 000 mr/hr on 
the chec.lc by Dr. Gehman," but this would tmJl tip ly the radiation I f ound 

~ .. 

by 120. ..\nd they qu o t e !·tajor James Sproul a s stating (apparently on the 
basis o f this m j sinform.a:tion) t hat such r a dioactive strength deposited on 
~ecember 21 s hould yiel~pa positive return on Jan~? 12, ~hich is wit~out 
' ..loubt c o r=ect. ~~ f o llowing on :-Bj or Sproul's statement , ~he r e port 
savs, ''. • • tr-ere i s no alternat:i·.re out t o disre.~.:u-d t~e Gei..:;er count~r 
re.-curns t aken by ;Jr. Genman. 11 

.... n this -.~y -=hey dispoaed of t!:te orool..am 
i ndicated by t heir 09ening sentence in their paragraph on r adiation: "The 
most pertinent fact in the alleged landing was the Geiger counter r eadi ng 
taken by Dr. Gehman •" 
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\•: ~ -:u..r r·o rce •• 

T..:-ro questions continually ling er in my mind: First, was tt.e/Bet a-Caoma 
Survey l·:eter really the proper ins t:ru.~ent to use, if the radi.:l.tion might 
have ·been mainly or only of alpha ra.ys? .And, second, "tvas t heir !_)articular 
instrument, which Sergeant !-body alYays held do'\vn close to the ground , really 
designed to discover radiation in a -,.ri.cle, g eneral area? \ia a i!:: not r ather 

·.designed f or use after the source of the rays has already been pretty d efin-
itely pinpointed? (Cf. photo on page 2 of Jan. 14 ?dc~uond Times-~isp~tc~.) 

In this Air Force report there are a nu.'ilber of other curious errors 
and misjudgments of fact, such as t heir saying t ha.t t h e U~O had crossed 
Route 250 "at an altitude higher than a transm.i:3sion pov."'Cr line to the le£t 
o£ the bjghway. These telephone (sic) poles are approxjmately 75 feet in 
height. Descent of the object l-7as at an ~~le and the object a ppeared to be 
spinning slightly." Now it happens that those Virginia Electric Power Com­
Pan¥ poles are declared by VEPCO personne~ to be 34 feet in height, which 
is not even half as high as was eai:j mated by the. Sergeants. I£ they had 
missed this estimate by 5 or even 10 feet, it could be overlooked, but to 
m:f:ss it by 40 'feett· is· more than one hopes for from technically trained 
members of n responsible investigating tetm1. ;\nd as to the ttspinning" of 
the UFO, ue have heard ~r. Burns say repeetedly, as he said in ansuer to 
Sergeant ~~ody • s question that day, that he did not notice nny spinning. 

The re?Ort contains a number of other such discre~sncies. For a quick 
run-do"lm of some of these, note: 

:?age 1: (a) ~eant Hlody called my home at 11 :30 a.m. on Jan. 12, 
instead of at 9:00 a.m. as he says in his report to hia superiors. Small 
matter? l'e.rhapa.. t-lhen he called at 11 :30 he told !-.Irs. Gehman that they 
had just a.r:-i.ved at a loca1 motel and needed to shave and wnsh up and eat 
before r1e could ~et together, uhich \ ·1e did at 1:30. 

(b} Describ1ng the UFO: "'nle band of light was about 12 inches in 
diameter." He should have said "in width.'' 

• 

Page 2: (a) "The object rose straight up, tilted at an angle and shot 
off int:o s paee • • • tt ~·11:-. lllrns had told him: "shot off in a northeasterly 
direction.. u It had come from. the north. 

• • 

(b) ~-ection of depareare was about sixty degrees to the ri~ht of its 
appxoach." & ,wever, the angle between north and northeast is not 60 but 
45- degrees. · -· ·- , ~ .,. --- · · 

(c) "Dr. E. 0. Gehr.Jan stated that he had contacted occupants of the 
adj~nt farmhouses and that they had seen or heard nothing.;,, Correct, but · 
since the Sergeant~ accepted and reported thl.s ;act, "tolhy not also my Ym;lCh ~ 
more extended test~ny of the two research eng~neers who shared my Ge~ger 
counter investigation with me? ' 

(d) "~. Gehman i s he:1d of a local UFO Eobby Club and has appeare d on 
s everal locAl radio ?rograms in the area." The U70 Investig ators are a 
s erious ~=oup of colle5e s tudents conductin6 a ~cientific inquiry on the 
locall7 :-c oorted WO ryhe:1omena. 1 ha~never .:tv "?earc d on a local r adio 

w • - - -

p rogr :Jm on the subject of UFOs, although :.JSVA on D~. 2 7 .:trt:.lotmced the ~cis-
tence of t his e:ctraclL.-ricul:Jr o::-g an.ization a t :.:astern :·h rm.oni te Colle~e. 

·h..g~ 3 : (a) " _\t :10 time durin~ the !:hi:-ty -ninutes of inv~3-ci_:s.:1ti~n was 
t he h i .;.."l.,,.,.ay ~ty o£ c ars." ~is can i:>e challenged, "ior aJ.l o:t: ua -:VP..re 
i ntent .,n Jergeant ~'.body 1 a Je.iger count2r, ::1s he a~so -;;as. ~ie one -was con-
s ist2ntly observing the highway traffic. ~Ni,S: (! . . 

(o) .... e~arding 11r. 3urns: "~Jithout a thorou~h psyct:datric, e:cao;nat:J.o~ 
n o nositi~e conclusion regarding hallucination J.s possJ.ble. ~. ~tness s 

• • 
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reliability is not questioned.u i'his seems like contradictory testimony. 
i-Iow can one consider a -r,.litness reliable, if one als o suspects that he may 
have hallucinations? But since i·:fr. Burns' sim9le, frai'I.k testL"IlOny has througr. 
these ·Neeks been consiatent and un31L?ken under so~etimes s evere cross- ques­
tioning, even hec!(.ling, possibly it is not h e Hho shoul d have a thorou6h 
psychia tric e..~nation. ue.ra n o additional 

(c) 'The Air Force report states, as quoted above: "There #1./'f..pj,;f_y.l,.f 
~v.itnesses" to the Duma' sighting . ~'l'hile it is Lrue tha t at the time of 
t~e Air Yorce teara 's visit ~ did not k now of .:my o ther persons 1o1ho had s een 
the same WO, yet two days later ' 'lr• Kersey interviewed a 14-year-old l't..igh ­
school boy, Y~nneth Norton, of Staunton, v1h o saw a large UFO traveling rapid­
ly over the city in the direction f rom which Horace :aurns sa~ it coming . 
This sighting by Kenneth occux·x·ed on the same day just a fe~., minutes before 
tha landing seen by Burns. The boy called to his mother to come to see the 
object. His parents corroborate their son's story as to date and time of 
sighting. A ful.l.er account of this and of the sighting in the air by another 
father and. .son. and .another man. of the UFO, apparently i.mr.lediately after it 
had ~eft the landing site on Route 250, are told in Reporter Kersey's Jan­
uary 15 and 17 Richmond Times-Dispatch articles. Se~~eant Mbo dy had at 
l 2aat the article of the 17th, as rJentioned earlier, but, l•Tithout looking 
into these reports at all, he coulli blandly say, "There were no aMit:ional 
't.ritnesses. a 

This paper does not exhaust t h e ~nconsistencies and discrepancies in 
the Air i?orce report of its " official inve stigation;• one or t ;o of '(·lhich 
the writer plans to take u p with Ben geant H:,od y personally, but all of th~ 
together constitute strcm~ proof t h a t t r.e investi g ation .-,nd subsequent~!'~ ..... 
consider3bly leas than fal.r and op en-minded. I n consequence, a good many 
people i n the ab. Valley feel that if other Air Force investigations 
of UFO reports may be judged by this one, then the general reputation that 
the Aerial. Phenomena. Section of the Air Force, ?roject Blue Book, has on 
the subject is by no means undeserved. 

\Jhile on the whole ~ have a very high regard f or the United states Air 
Force, its tremendous respon3ibilities f or the safety of our country, its 
capabilities, standards, and, by no means least, its personnel, yet we can­
not help f eeling th.at the Aerial Phenomena Section of the Foreign Technology 
Division would do well to seriously overhaul its principles , its methodology. 
and some of its personne~. 

• 

• 

t 
Ernest G.~ 
.!?rofessor of Gex,aan 
Sponsor of UFO Investigators 
East~ Mennonite College 
Ha 1 ris onburg, Virginia, USA 
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NORTH\\"ESTER.'\ U.'\lYERSITY 

EVASSTO:-;, ILLl:-IOIS 60201 

Major Rector Quintanilla 
roreign Technology Division 
Box 9494 
\fright Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 

Dear Vt.ajor: 

23 February 1965 

• 

I am enclosing a toasted copy of a APRO bulletin. Please notice the reported 
Hollo~n Air Force Base case. This is the sort of case which prompts charges of 
Air Force secrecy, and I feel that it would be very '\-tise to track this one down 
to itslair if at all possible. Apparently there ~s some conversation between 
the bo::nber pilot and the tower '\-Thich the radio a.ma.t :clr accidentally overheard, 
but thin~s like that can ' t get nipped in the bud at the very beg inning. It gives 
an a. '\offul lot of grist for the mill of APRO, etc . I don 1 t knm1 •rr.a t can be done 
at this late date, but at the very ~east, the radio arrateur and the newspaper 
reporter should be contacted to see just what the original stimulus was. 

I am also encl osi ng a toasted copy of a note from Mr. He was the 
one who reported. the Toledo case •·rhich was rather similar to the Monticello 
case . I have asked him to get so::ne pictures made of the terrain around there 
at a nominal cost if necessary. 

• 

Reference 18 August 1964, 200 miles eas~ of Dover (Atlantic) : '\vould it be possible 
to get the names of the c:-ew members concerned? I v/Ould like to write to the~ 

and have ea~h one give ~~ a coopletely independent statement and drawing of what 
they reportedly saw. I~ this can be done, we tr4y be able to take this off the 
unidentified list. 1\F,a=ently these people were between two cloud decks and 
saw an object approaching them. It might have been a relatively stationary 
balloon which they were overtaking and passed. Since everything over the Atlantic 
is carefUlly checked by radar, this is a puzzler, and it would be very interesting 
to get the comments of the individual crew members . I would like to find out how 
bright the object appeared and also "\·Thether they ever saw it to the r ear of the 
pl~_Qe. 

-' .. 
Last Sunday I took occasion while loafing around to call this Gerr;an professor 
.. ;-_ .. A,. ,., ·-e.,.. ... ~-ten"'O"' l'-'-e Co'llea <» ;.., u .... .,.. .... ,_·-on"ou ..... g 111·-~.~ ..... ;p ru .. ·,. ; • -:...,. ""'3.-"" 
c;.;.. - -.., .... t.; _...:-..;) v -·• L .,, ~- \, - 0 -..;.;o. --• ........ -- w - J v • o.J..~---· -~1-w .L.J vL.C ...._ ...> ._ 1 

uill r emember, tr..at Dave and Sgt . Jones investigated . I also called 
because I -wanted to get straight on tvro pol nts . One vta.G hmr they •..rould 

exolain the fact that no one else on a '\·rcll traveJ.cd r oad would not ho..ve seen -the object and aso by talking to get a possible line on their personali~y quir~G • 

Ga-oen g£:.ve 
Ga.,.,_,..., .. -:> .- •• -

.~...~.. u \::; ... ..., 

completely clean bill of health Hhich, of conrse) I eA'Uectc<l. 
.... 1t" _..._1' , . .; - ..... ~ n<> ~::.r'l , • .; ... 11 "\ r>• ••• ,..,.. --~.·r ~ ·-l. ••.:ot·,.,- '1 ' 4 . - ,,.. 
"""'" - "-·~ .:;.. """-~--~·~., .... _ ,. "' ""'" · - ~-·- .. ·- - \,;;; ........ ..ttO;I ... w. ( . ............ ., . ........ _ - ~ 

--- •..r"'" "'·~ re k,..,... .... "et~ l.· "'.L i .... ·..,ac''" .:.o ·"o ,,·1 ''"'er•:. ,. .; · - ·o·r"'·1 ....... ·- • .. . .,...,. • ·- .: ..r • •··- · -''J ~ "'-}:' V w Y .I..Q ..a..v '-I -~ ""' ~\,..-. 'I~ C&. .. 1.,;..- -'-' ...J i.. _....., """""' ~~ ,;,- - ___ ... _;; .. .-

also uanted to knm-t how) when the ground vra s covered '-tith four inches of sno-o;..r, 
Dave· could say categorically, that there were no traces of anything 1-:aving le.nC:.ed • 
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The field is apparently mowed, and he treinte.ins that even without the :mow a 
landing in a stubble field would be PArd to detect . He also said that there 
were several other witnesse~ but they did not '~nt their na~es used. I told 

l'irr: tl'>At it would be very important to get the testi~;:ooy of such ,.,itnesses be­
cause other..dse it 'WB.S his word a gainst the rest of the world. He said !le would 
continue to investigate. He also said that he would send me a copy of the 
report be turned in to ~"'CAP. Hhen I get it, I shall send you a t oasted copy. 
Gamen ' s feeling about the well- traveled road was simply that the r oad is not 
alv~ys well traveld and fUrthermore even if there had been cars and other wit-
nesses that in all probability no one would hav e 'vanted say anything about 
it for fear of ridicule. He pointed out that it took six days to ffiake 
his initial report! So one can talce that for what it is worth. · · 

1;1hen I talked to later in the day, he seemed a little too positive for rey 
blood and a little too belligerent . I tried to trip him up on some f~ct , such 
as uhere he h?d said he originally saw it, however, and he invariably corrected. 
He said that there were no other cars on the road at the tjrr.e, but, of course, 
in his excitement , I doubt that he would h~ve noticed h:l.d there been a vrhole 
caravan. I think we need a psychiatrist here. ' ·lhat does a person need to eat 
to s ee a traveling beehive? Nonetheless, this 1-Till be one of NICAP ' s select 
cases . They simply will not believe the"psychological category" classification. 
So Imlch for that . 
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Letter from 1 6 Jan 65 

Orders Directing TDY to Harrisonburg , Va 

Drawing of Object 

News Clippings 

Map of Area • 

Miscellaneous Materials 

1. Photos of Area 
2. Geiger Counter Check 
3· Various Notes and Letters 
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Broadway, Vi rginia 
January 6, 1965 

U.F.O. Investigation Office 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 

Gentlemen: 
I have a good friend a t Eastern Mennonite College in 

Harrisonburg, Virginia, , who i s interested 
in U.F.O 1 s . He told me that on December 21, 1964, a 
Mr. ·was traveling on the highway between Staunton and 
Waynesboro about 5 P. K •• when his ca r suddenly s talled and 
as he drifted to a s top off the payment a l ar ge flat bottomed, 
circular and dome shaped object passed directly overhead, 
crossing the highway and gently settled to earth about 100 
ya rds away. He judged the object to be about 125 feet in 

diame ter. 

I have no more details of the shape; however, he said 
it had a grey-blue glow around the perimeter. It sat there 
~bout 30 seconds and suddenly rose and l e ft the area heading 
toward the mountain at a terrifi c speed. He got back in his 
car and the motor s~arted promptly so he drove away very 

shaken uo • • 

This i s probably routine to you, but the significant 
point is that acquired a Geiger counter from the 
co llege, took and had him show him the area. This 
was on December 26, 1 • The Geiger counter showed intense 
radioacti vity in the spot where Mr ...... saw the object 
l and. No doubt the area is s till r adioactive . 

Or . Gehman did not say what type o f rays we re pre sent , 
but thi s should be of some help to you • 

. --------~ ----------------
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in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
on the faculty at Eastern Mennonite 

sonburg, Virginia. 

Please acknowledge recei pt of this letter. 

I 

22815 

RLS/ss 

I 

• 
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• REQUES" ·o AUTHORIZATION FOR TEMPORARY DUTY TRAVEL C 'UTARY PERSONNEL 
(/J .• .ore (l'fJ(Ja ia reqtrirtld, cqnti~ on rever~. idenJ,ijyi.ng 1.. •• 18lly numb6r.) lfj oAll. Ja.n 1965 

I. REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION 

TO: A' ~ .l. ••miV...i. Oi".!r J.Cim . H'Q FTD I. REQUEST TOY BE AUTHOR· 
I ZED AS INDICATED IN 

FROM: ( lUqwuinq A~> ITEMS 5 THROUGH 12. 

TD.&i 
2. TYPED NAN£. GRADE AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZ£0 OFFICIAL 3. SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 4. PHONE NR. 

DRIC. 'l' • deJOBCt a siBB1 Colonel, USAi' (69216) 
:Dep/ 'l'echnol.OQ & SubQ"atema 

II. TEMPORARY DUTY TRAVEL ORDERS 
5. THE FOLLOWING JNOIVIOUAL<S> WILL PROCEED AS INDICATED. UPON COMPLETION WILL RETURN TO PROPER STATION: 

NAME SECURITY CLEAR· 
GRAD I ORGANIZATION ANCE FOR PERIOD <-""' _ ,.., • iddU iMMol. ~ 1101 .., USN) OF TOY 

!S],- D&YXD •• J100Df1 I.F19549897 BCl ND(DSC)tJBU 
WPAD, OBm SBCIUJl' . 

• 

8. DEPART ON OR ABOUT 11 Jan 1c~ 7. APPROXIMATE NR. OF DAYS ({ndudanq Ctu.el litrtf) '.L'h. ;.111: ill .3. I 8. DDAlV 

9. SPECIFY PURPOSE Of TOY I 0. ITINERARY: ll=ltVARIATIONS IN ITINERARY AUTHORIZED 

To iD'f••"!Ba"• &D ope:ra'\ioDal p1'0ject. FROM: \b-i&h't-Pat-teraon An, Qb1o 
TO: RAUDOJUNBG.- VDOD:U & Ticini t7 

Wright-Pattenon AJ'B1 Ohio 
(! l_ II 

,.,. a RETURN TO: 
~ '1' • 

I I . SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

• 

12. MOOD Of TltAVIL A. 0 TltAVE1. 8T DI RECTED WHEN AVAI LABLE .. 0 Tl'A. TIN E BY COMMON 

CARRIER (t ., •liM) IS. DAY~ TRAVEl. TIME I N EXCESS IS CHARGEABLE TO Oll.AY ENROOT! AUTHORIZED IN ITEM 8. e.U TPA. THIS MODE Of . 
D. 0 OTHER TRANSPORTATION HAS 1101 DETERMINED TO BE MORE ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 100\IUHMENT. 

,. 

Ill. AUTHORIZATION I 
13. AUTHORITY • . 14. DATE 15. SPECIAL ORDER NR. 

AN 1o-3. Ani 35-ll 11 Ja.zmar, 1965 '1'-96 ; 

18. DESIGNATION AND LOCATION OF APPROVING HEADQUARTERS 17. APPROPRIATION ACCOUNTING SYMBOL 

OR UNIT 5753400 3054771 P489 
2.q S'o:re1 p 'f!Sobnologr DiT(AJ'SC) USAj' ( 0/ A T65-(15) ( 3 ) 

2133 2153 S503000 'l!D 

tTri8h1-Patter• on U :Base, Ob1o 19. REQUEST FOR TOY IS APPROVED AND Will 8£ PERFORMED. TON. 

Ill. DISTRIBUTION 20. 
F OR TR!l OO)Kr-.~ 

SIGNATURE ELEMENT OF o~n~Rc: ISSUING OFFICIAL (&ol or .SaqriOltu~) 

A.t•: 

~M!fc;;;;..._ 
-.:•o" 

J.f.. ~ Jll 
~ ·i13!!'-" l~ \ ~ ~r" E(j ~ . ~ ~ ... .. '!'" ·-

~~~ • -• MW 
-

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED. 
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REQUESI ) AUTHORIZATION FOR TEMPORARY DUTY TRAVEL 0 ~~ \ 

(lj ..twre 8p(lCS i8 required, continue &A ret1erse, idenlifviru; ilema ~>._ 
~ El 

I. EST FOR AUTHORIZATIO~ 

TO: 

OF AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL RIZED OFFICIAL 4. PHO NE NR. 

sam :r. deJO~, colora911 tJSAi' 
Dep/!eobmloar & ! 

(69216) 

II. DUTY TRAVEL ORDERS 
s. THE FOUOWING INDIVIDUAUS) WILL PROCEED AS INDICATED. UPON COMPLETION WIU RETURN TO PROPER STATION: 

GRAD I 
NAM! 

ORGANIZATlON 
SECURITY CLEAR· 
ANC£ i'OR PERIOD 

OF TOY 

BQ )u&ar, 
• 

• 

• 

6. DEPART ON OR ABOUT 

• 
' 

• ... .._ .. 

D..._ WID 

. .. . ... ___ .... .. ·-·- .. 

7. APPROXIMATE NR. OF DAYS ( lrtelwlinq C.O.el ti-) 

• 

• • 

8. DDALV 

I 0. ITIH VARIATIONS IH ITINERARY AUTHORIZED - po~aot. FROM: 

TO: 

• 

RET\JRN TO: 
II. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

ODIUU AO*r!IORJMD 

12.. MODIS OF TRAVEL A. 0 TltAVU BY-----------------DIRECTED WHEN AVAILABLE 

CARRIER (rtllile~rb...) IS DAYS. TltAYEL nan IN EXCUS IS CHARGEABLE TO DELAY EHROUU AUTMORIZED IN ITEM 8. 

TltANSI'ORTATlOH HAS 811Jt OIUIU.INID TO 81 MORI ADVAifTAQEOUS TO TMI GOYPNNIHT. o. 0 OTMER 

Ill. 
13. AUTlfORITY 

I 8 . DISIQNATION AN 
OR UNIT 

HEA 17. 

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORN MAY BE USED. 

I 

• 

•· 0 TPA. TlME BY COMMON 

c. fXTPA. THIS MODE Of 
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* o .. o ..... ....,_ •• , 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I . 
I 

• 

• 

I 
I 

I 
I 
' 
' 
I 
I 

I 

I 

I 



• .. ·- ... • 

• • 
• 

• • • 

lanQing and obtained a reading on t he geiger count er whi ch he indi cat ed had 
a count of 6o ,ooo counts per minute . Highway 250 has heavy traffic . At no 

• time during the thirty minutes of i nvestigation a t the landing site was the 
highway empty of cars . There was constant t r affic adjacent t o t he l anding site . 

indicated t hat he would f orward his i nvest igative data and info~­
t he geiger cou~ter returns obtained by him. Further, this information 

,.,as r equest ed in a letter f r om thi s office ( TDE\V) on 19 J an 65 (Copy Attached. ) 

The time of the sighting was reported as after dark during t\lilight. 
Lights were on car and onthe other cars en the highway. Sunset for 
21 Dec at 38° N was approxiMately 1645. Allowance should be made f or t he mountains 
and horizon to the \..fest . The end of astronomical twilight on the night of 21 Dec 
was 18 19. Apparent right .Ascension of the Noon on 21 Dec at 1730 was approximatel y 
8 hours, 41 minutes with a declination of plus 22° 6 min placing the moon below 
the horizon in the East, rising about 1930. On 21 Dec the moon was in full phase, 
however, since the moon was below the horizon it didrot add to ilD1mjnation of 
the area. Time of the sighting is estimated as shortly after 1700 . 

ANALYSIS 

Radiation: The most fact in the alleged landing was the geiger 
counter reading taken by 9 days later. On 18 Jan 65 Project personnel 
consulted l~ajor James Sproul, specialist in radiation. Major Sproul stated that 
radioactive isotopes deposited on 21 Dec 6 4 and yielding returns with a strength 
indicated in a nevs article, (6o,ooo mr/per hour on t he check b would 
yield a positive retu~ on 12 Jan. Si nce the geiger counter used by tigators 
trained in its use and was in good working order there is no alternative but to 
disregard the geiger counter returns taken by ~. 

CONSTDERATimJ OF POSSIBLE HAJ .. TJJCINATION 1 PRANK OR A HOAX 
• 

a . Lur~g the conversations , interview and subsequent trip to the alleged 
land1ng area t he witness appeared normal. He exhibited no indications of suffering 
from mejtal a isorders . Without a thorough psychiatric examination no positive 
conclusion regarding hallucination is possible . The witness's rel iability is 
not questioned. 

• 

b . Possibility o!' a pranlC or trick being played upon 
since ~e i s beBd o! the local The particulars 

considered, 
sighting 

such as car stalling and radia alleged landing give 
speculation, ho~ver, ~o connection was established between 
to accou~t ror this possibility. This cause (prank) is 

rise to t his 

remote. 
I 

c . Possibility of a hoax vas considered. There is no apparent motive . 
It seems unlikely that~ would expose himself to ridicule i~ the sighting 
were determined to be a hoax. 

co~rcwsrmr 

• , 

I t is beli eved that a vehi c l e of t his size would be observed by additi onal 
vit nesses a t the time and location of the reported event. Ther e were no additional 
\dtnesses . There was no confirmation of radioact i vity i n t he erea . Grasa and 
weeds h~d not been depr~ssed . There VP.S a total lack of any indica t i on that a 

• 

• 

V\,: £'1 1.-.!l..: ·• ,d l'l.nded in t~~ fie l<l . ~.Yr""., ~iJat ivn 'Jy .,1 .: ;oo rce p-:!ro:;o~e .l. • :"d .Jubs eq_•.l~n-:. 

"~na!.~·s ~ .; ;: the da-ca co::.~ct.ad fail.~ .. 0 ::-e·.real :my tNie.anc~ of an 2-!.l~ged l:1ndi:lg . 
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E~r.ge UFO Reported 
Sighted in Augusta.- :. 

.-~- - ..... ._ ~ 

By Dalla~ :u. Kersey Auto's En.,m~ StaJied · , I Sergeant Moody said it is pos-
T ime.! · Di3pafrh. Nt!u::s B urea" As it crossed Rt. 250 aoout sible- 1hat the radianon, li there 
FISHERS~E . . Jan. 12- 200 feet ahead of him. his car's was • any, could have worn off 

The reported su~hung of a 8{)- engine cut off ' ' just a s if 1'4 by now. This rules out. the ex­
to-90 foot unidentified flying reb- -run-out of gas ... The UFO ianded lstence of certain types- of ra· 
ject near here brought a two- 'In the fi eld about 1oo yards diation, he said. :/ 
man - a!,r force investigating ~from him. ·He got out of his ~r The ' two servicemen . 'j3ums, 
team here- Tuesday to .. the site f.O. took at the craft which ft., Geh~an and a .student a t.:East 
where the object' is ~lleved. to sen¢led · an upside-down ice em M ennonite spent a bout 'one­
have Jyded. But there }Yas' , erellln cone. "It \vas 125 (eet \lalt lhour Tuesday walking over 
indications that the· objec • ln .. dlarneter, at least, · and 8() to Ee. !'an~a --wbere Burns said • he · 
been there·. · ' ; • .' 9cr teet high •• said Bums. . .aw.i the rurcra.Ct'Jand. The. field 

The ~denti!led flying ob~t' ~;:Hif is not' sUre '01. wha't ma: cdvered w ith.S[IQ\.V. _, • _ ~-
(UFO)· was reportedly Seen l!>Y tertal the object was• made ,al· • After Burns.. saw" the ·UFO he \ 
~orace Bums a gunsmith who though it looked Ill<~ spun alum· told his wife.. about it but d • 
hves at Grottoes, on December inurn. he said . Around the per- 1cided nat to mention n to any-
21 while driving to Waynesboro. lmeter of the base of the rna· lone because- "they' d think I'm 
:-:o one else has reported seeing chine there was a band of blu- jcrazy." However. six days later -
the object. . . . uh glow about a foot wide. It by coincidence, The Times-Dis-

.\fter a field mspection wnh had no visible windows or lpatch carried an article about , • . 
a Geiger counter, ai r force Sgt: doors, he said. !Gehman's UFO club. Burns • j 

David Mooc.ly said only that Tbe UFO rested In the mead- lheard about It indirectly and 
there is- no radioactivity ~ow (1ff1 a bout on.~to_pne. and one- 1told Ge hma n the enUre story. 1 

~=t~:nd~~r~~~~:t :~d r:: I . JDhilfeQB}•rpa . said~ theo Sergeant Moody said he has 
out the possibility tha t there ~ sudden!~ !?~;~pe-rpe"-_ ,_n_di_cdl_ ~I" no explanation (or the s t range 
could have been radiation el..l" ~r se~ hundred (eet and happenings. " I wish I ctid.nlt 
11 t • off-in• a· northeasterly dJ. would certainly ease Mr. 
e~~rns;. "sighting of the Ui'O reetion at a very fast speed. It Bums," he saldt 

\vas reported to the a1r force ·Jn made only a soft "whooshing Normally all such reports are 
a letter from a resident or this sound ." he said. ' first investigated by oUicials 
area. ot. the Sh1mandoah vallq. l:fe was tfleil.. able to rest~ from the nearest a ir rorce base, 
Sergeant, Moody said he could hts\ai-': BUms h.ld he wai'o sWI but Moody sa id this was of such 
n ot clliclose the name ot- tile kbihocked a t-Seeing the 'object aaan unusul na tu1-e that It was 
person... Reports or s ighUn•a be \:annot recall whether: any decided to check lt dlf!ctly. t 
have to be !.Ued with the aa otbh cara came by whiJt: the Once ~e has complete~ hiS in­
fore~ before they are invest~. object was rn the pound. ~. vestlgatlon here, he waH return 
gated. be said., ....,., t • j•z R ... , • to Wright-Patterson to report on 

,... •' · !J ero epor. .,. "" · hll finding~ 
- Open Meadow .l , Ser~teant Moody said that a1- · · • 

Sergeant Moody headed me though his olflcc had 16 out of 'The mve.st lgators said . that 
twe>man , team !rom Wrtgbt·P•• ~ r eport$ last year for which dw-ln't . ProJect Blue Book s 17· 
terscm Air F orce Base, Daytod, they could not find answer!. year history, only 7.7 per cea;at 
Ohio, who Investigated the re- Project Blue Book has had , of . the reponPd casu rem am 
ported s ighting alon~ U .• S. lJl. "zeto reports like th.fs. It does jUDldenUIIed. . ' 
25G east ot here In an opta not conform with J known · • 1 
m ea do\iv . . near the entrance lo ~ .. . 
the Woodrow Wilson Rehabillta- · . .Erne!i: Gehman, pro es~r-~of •·-- · • -
tion ~ter In Augusta coon~. Ge.rman at Eastern M ennonlt • •: :::J I 

''Th.i.a- is an unusual s!ghfr. CoUege· at Harrisonbwg. ' "ho - - · ,. : - · i"' ~· :_" 7 ' :.II • 
Jng,'' said Sergeant Moody, who sponsors a UF.O inve!itiga.tqrs • • , 1 
has bad four yea rs experience' club< a t the school. sal he WM · 
c hecking - out s imUar _!.eports. t ed bou - · ht 
' '.I&l.-crwk itJCltbfe.,If1f waa rou- con a ct a t - Durns sag • , 
•Idi.:W~ wouldn' t be here." ing se-..-eral days after.( the o / 

.....,. . - • ,, c1P.:nce. , ' 
repcn-tl&'lothe air fore~on UFO 1 I ,He visited the site on De<"em-1 
nre cheeted at Wrlgbt;.Patfe ber 30 to take ~radiation rearl-
~.,n uncier what Is CAlled P ro} ln ~t with a Gt!iger counter. He! • 
,•l'l Blue Book. had heard that in other ~t reas • 

During his Cnur years with of the country where similar ob­
Project Blue ~k. Sergea nt jects have been sighted the1 
~rl'lOdy said he hn<~ never run ground wns found radio active. j 
11 ·ross an obJect of the sha. ~;U knocked the thin~ (needle ) 

.•.;cribed by Burns. ~ • oLt the dial," Gehman said in· 
3urns said he wt•o; rlriving to- dicating a hi~;."t concenrrauon of 

•:·m i Waynesoorr:> about 5 p.m~ rnd iation. Hc" said - his · meter 
nn .Monda,y,..Deccmber 21. when reg.istered over 60,000 counts per • 
he saw s )arge . met'nlJ.ie. ol>jec ~ minute. , ..., ......... ~,. .... . l .. - _.. - . .. . 
comfni out ol the. sky\ norili o n .... ow" .-, r. ~· •• ' • 
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toot At Littl~ 
I . 

' J\)CHMOND. Va. -CAP)- Af 
Ie&l>f one Virginia sheriff thinks 
r~· -to watch for flying 

f 
6ctUcers in the skies. Just doil' ~ 

' shciol · Ute fittte green men re-
• ported accumpanyin!; them. 
f • ' 1Titis thing ~Ht s s::otten com-
• plelcly out or hand," says Sher. 

iff · John E. Kent of Augusta 
Olunty. ' 'It is now dan~erous 
to county residents." r Ahno:.t dall.}' , ' 'i rJ:inl.tnli nre ' 

l rt'J)Qr lfut tutltleutlfled flyluK 
objects ( l ii<'O) In .. eu•ral 
parts of the sta te .. \ ncl t.O III& 

rlulm Uu:y have M 'f'll litt le 
l\lartlan t y 1> e s \\ nnderfn( 
around on t he grouud. 
· '~Anyone can go out at nij:,.flt," 

~ &ays Kent, ' 'And S1!e t-ellections 
· Jn 1he !>h')~ nul anyone can'}'ing 

' firearms in the cOWlly without 
good t<easoo wiU be dealt \\ uh 
acrorchns to Ute law. 

• , ~esicle, he adds. even if ct·ea· 
tur~s from :>pace ha,·e lanc.led­

' ' ' \Yho's got the ught to mow • 
thom d01~o-n ?" 

t ven lhr: Aia· io'ot·ce has ~ollen 
lntn the act. 1L has rliscountt!ll 
any evldc11Ce conrirmin~: cxist­
f'nre of ei ther fl} In~ satli'N'S ot· 

1 li ttle gt een men. But, fot• the 
t-ecot·d, a ::.t.oke:;man adcls: 
' 'Om· rases are never closed 
until the l"etlOI'Icd obJects are 
Gulficient ly i dentified." 

Last Wj!el.. & l'a .. tur ttddl'd 
hi~ naiUe to tho ~: ro \\llllJ:' ll~tt 

ol Jltn.un~ r e1lurtln" ~olghtln~K. 
T he flf· ' ' · 11. l'rbtou Hollin· 
~oun, llJ:.tur of the Chilllo\\ II!, 

- -

-- -- -

Just. 'Dort't 
Green.Men· .: .. 

• .. I .. 
'Va., Olturcb of God, taJ4. Ji- , 

-

aaw a nytnc . t•J!Cer ..,_;, .. 
• 

downl-own l\IIU'Ion. "U stofped 
&Go fed abo\•e the groupd," ' 
he 11uld, "and hlld a roUitd· 

• • 
ahRped bottom from w~-
sevei'DI light a sbowed." 1 · .. j;} 

After one reported U1lf'l\ 

Iundin:, profe5aor Erne.t ~·: 1 

m11n ot };a,tern ~l&nnoalle , 
0 o I I e 1 e Jn llarrl~anbuFf.1 , • 
checkNI the 111te wltb tL Oeli~r 1 

ro11nter Dec. ~o. Jle reported 
a high nulla lion level. 1-. 

' 

CunsmlU1 Horace BUI'TIS ol 
Gt'Oiloes repos1ed In detail tt. 
sound one ftying aaucer made 
when he saw It land ln Augl1$ta 
county. 

--
"It made a sort, wroosb4lg 

sound,'' he said. 
; . 

And &t Staunton :.~~ Tue5- 14 
dny nlcht, th~e boys a&Jd ·I ' 
they flaw-and chased -a 
~omo ll, ,;reen man near a rural 
road. lfe was descrlbed u 
three end a haU feet U.JJ. I 

The little green man was 
pi'Obably none olher than Don!a ! "' 
alct Cash, whose in-the-neshf 
stalisllcs aa·c somewhat mot·~ 
sizable - Live-toot-eight, 190 

• 

pounds. • 
f'n.sh, 38, declde.l to lent\ 

~ub11lnnce to the UJ.o'O craze 
by tlotmlng blue (not ;rreen) 
o\'eralls and ~ leather cnp and 
Jllhhlng hl11 ltalr straight up. 
Now1he's not so sure it was 

the r ight move. Some youngs­
tet'S spotted him in a lielct, he 
suit!, and ll'ied to run him down. 
lie oub·an them. 

"But It shook me up," he 
said. "I didn't l01ow what they 
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A. JOB CONT NO. B. PRI C. TIME SPEC REO D. WK AREA E. EST M/ ... F. ORIG RPT NO. G. REPORT NO. H. I. 

12 d~7 r.j.c, 03422 J 
I. WEAPON TMS 2. SERIAL NO. 3. TIME 4, WORK CiONTER S. WORK ORDER NO. 6. DAY MO. YR. 7. WORK UNIT CODE 

lA. AGE WUC 2A. SERIAL NO. 3A. TIME 8, ACT TAKEN 9. WHEN DiS 10. HOW MAL 11. UNITS 12. LABOR HRS. 13. ASST. WORK CEN 

I B. ENG TM PSN 2B. SER M OO YR·MFG SER NO. 3B. TIME 14. INST ENG TM PSN 15. SI!;R M OO YR·M FG SER NO. 16. TIME 

't,ZSZ.? 2C. PART N O. 3C. SERIAL NO. 17. INST ITEM PT N O. 18. SERIAL NO. 19. TIME 

u'F' jZ..O ~. 
J. SYMBOL K, DISCREPANCY L CORRECTIVE ACTION 

j) ()~ un.-, f>u -rr ~t~'\.. • 

gu)() h,f /Dt{l.O ~{, 9Uft~37t0 
CG-rre P1 e- 0;CJ6 EJZ.. [ c u A:J ie?<_ 

I 

~ .....,.., a .. 
~ n 1 U>4 C b iJ / 

~ ~ 
<.../ 

.~ 

!>tot; f-z..,g G 7U6 I b 6"i> 7 f" "" \ CORRECTED BY·SIGNATURE a GRADE 

:% ~IS'COIIERED IBY·SICNATURE & CRADE INSPECTED S Y·SIG a GRADE SUPERVISOR·SIG a GRADE 

~ttv19 / .,{c~'r ( ~'-1. /. 
0-: . . -
RECORDS ACTION DATE TRANSCRIBED TRANSCRIBED BY-SIGNATURE a GRADE 
0 UNCU:ARI!O 

DISCREPANCY 
0 R!PV.CI!MI!NT TIMI! 

Cr4ANGE ITEM 
0 OATA TRANSCRIBI!O 

TO ;OPPROD RECORDS 

FOR\1 , 
AFTO OCT 6 1 2.11 JUL 60 EDITION IS OBSOLETE 

JUL iii EDITION MAY BE USED 
MAINTENANCE DISCREPANCY/PRODUCTION CREDIT RECORD 
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power line to the left of the highi.;ay. These telephone poles a.re approximately 
75 ft in height . Descent of the ·object was at an angle and the object appeared 
to b~ spinning slightly. No sound was heard. The car of the witness stopped 
as though the car had ran out of gas . The car proceeded about 50 ft do~n the 
road and ~~ Burns pulled the car to the side of the road. The object crossed 

• • 

• 
• 

1 
I 

the road about 100 yrds in front of the car and landed in a field to the right 
about 100 yds from the highway. Total time of the landing portion of the reported 
observation was approximately 15 seconds, plus or minus five . The object was 
reported to have landed in a field and remained there in excess of one minute ! 

b ut less than two minutes . .r.~ Burns got out of the car, walked around to the 
front of it and stood on the side of the road and looked at the object. At no 
time was any sound heard. The object rose straight up to an estimated altitude 
of about 200 ft, tilted at an angle and shot off into space, disappearing in a 
matter of a few seconds . Direction of departure was about sixty degrees to the 
right of ita approach. A whoosi.ng sound accompanied departure. There was no 
exhaust or contrail noted. 

CHECK FOR RADIATION 

A thorough geiger counter check of the area was made . At no time was a 
reading obtained to indicate any radioactivity above normal background radiation . 
The dial on the watch of the college student with indicated a reading 
of 1-5/m.r . Subsequent to return from Fishersville the car of Mr 
was checked ~th the geiger counter also. (59 mercury station wagon). The 
only reading obtained was a reading on the left r ear door similar to the returns 
from the students wrist watch (1. 5/mr) . The check for radiation was made with 
a Model 2586 , Beta~a Survey Meter, manufactured by the Nuclear-Chicago Cor­
poration, serial number 1203. This instrument had been calibrated and was in 
good working order. On 15 Jan 65 this instrument was checked for accuracy and 
a calibration check on r eport number 03422J was made and the geiger counter found 
to be in good working order . The range of the instrument is 0-2500 mr /hr. 

I 

PUBLIC RELATIONS • 

During tile investigation at the alleged landing s ite, Mr Dallas M Kersey 
ne~s r~orter from ~he S~enandoah Valley News Bu:eau, P 0 Box 846, Staunton, 
Virginia e_-r~ved at the site. A copy of an article under his byline furnished 
to the Richmond Times Dispatch appeared on the following day and a subsequent 
~icle carriea on 16 January 1965. Copies of these articles are attached. 

ADDITIONAL DATA 

Examination of the field showed that grass and brittle weeds stems ~ad not 
been depressed or broken over any large area. There was no indication that a 
large vehicle or object of any significant weight had landed in the field . Dr 

tated that he had contact ed oc of the ad houses 
and ~~ey had seen or he~d nothing . 

has appeared on several local radio programs in the area. It was because 
stated that he had revealed his of one of these radio programs that 

observation . The object bed been obs 
contact on 29 Dec . On 30 Dec 

2 

on 21 Dec 6!~ by he 
,.,ent to the orea of the alleged 
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I 

I 



• 

• 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

,. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• • 

\ •, 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

Broadway1 Virginia 
January 61 1965 

• 

• 

• . . .. 

U.F.O. Investigation Office 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton 1 Ohio 

Gentlemen: 

I have a good friend at Eastern Mennonite ollege in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 1 wh is interested 
in U.F.O.•s. He told me that on December 21~ 1964, a 
Mr.~ was traveling on the highway between Staunton and 
Waynesboro about 5 P .. K.". when his car suddenly stalled and 

• 

as he drifted to a stop off the payment a large flat bottomed 1 

circular and dor::~ s~.arJed cbject passed di recti y overhead1 

crossing the h1 ~ ~t~a _nc g~ntly settled to earth about 100 
yards away. ~ J ~ · ~he object to be about 125 feet in 
diameter. 

I ~ , .... . ·.: uc:ta i ! s of the shaJ:.:; however, he said 
it had ~- .- . - o l wc: g low aro- nd the pe r ::~~t ~. r. It sat there 
about ;~ seconos and sudden l y rose and ~ ~~t ~~e area heading 
toward the mountain at a terrific s~eed. h~ , t back in his 
car and the motor started promptly so he drove away very 
shaken up. 

T~is is probabl routine to yo~ ~ ; he significant 
point is that acquired a \ ,.;:! counter from the 
college, too~ ~r and had him sno. · m the area. ~his 

was on Dec~~~- ~ · 964. The Gei r c~- ~ :e~ showed intense 
radioactivit ~ - : ~ ~0t where . :he object 
land. No doubt the area is still rad ~o~ , ~· --· 

but 
did not say what type or 
be of some help to yv • 

' I • • • 

· ..:! re present, 
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Virginia 
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ftD ('tllEW) 

• 

. c. 
• 

• 
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' I .._ __ ' v('Qpy 
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Wri&bt-Patter•on AYB, Ohio 45433 
19 J•nu•r;r 1965 
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Dr. 
College, 

• 

• 

• 
lS on 

Harrisonburg, 

• 

-2-

I 

• 1n 
facu ty at 

Virginia. 

• 

Harrisonburg, Virginia • 
Eastern Mennonite 

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter • 
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JfD (i'DBw) 
vrtp't-Pattenoa An, Ohio 45la.33 
27 Jeuuaey 1965 
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reported ai&htilla c4 21 Dee 64. We are enclosi.rls our 
~1ervat1on ~ 10UI" 1nt0l"'l&t1Dn· 
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~ • : Gehman got a "tremendousiYJ 

By Dallas ll. Kersev ' I high n>Ad in~" or radiation. andl 
Time:~-Di.spaich Netc.s Bu.real' his (inrlin!:t has been verified by 

H. M. Cook o{ Staunton. a rc-
• STAUi';"T0:-1, Jan. 16-A short, search engineer at Waynes-

s out middle-aged man was at a . 
hardware store in Staunton four bores Du Pont plant. ~ehman 
days before Christmas buying "was having a tizzy because 
supplies . !or:- the gunshop he the needle was all the way, off 
owns in Harrisonburg. At 4 :30 the dial." said Cook, . who has 
p.m. 'he Ielt the city headed east' had considerable expenence with 
on U. s. Rt. 250 "On the way. to' Geiger . counters in, h~ ';'ork. 
his home at. Grottoes. ' . ''It was a hot . area,' ,.Cook 

( 
• • -• • 

• 

.No' RouUne Slghtln,~: • 

Until Sergeant Moody Ciles 
his report his findings will not 
be known, but he admitted tha 
"this Is an unusual sighting. 
It's not routine. If It was routine 
we wouldn' t be here." 

When the question was raised 
last week whether Burns was 
tellin~ a true ~>tory or one he 
had fabricated for publicity, a 
young boy came to h i!> aid. Ken­
neth Norton Jr., 14, said he had 
seen a similar object about the 
same time on the same day 
from a bedroom window of his 
Staunton home. He told · 
mother about the object on tha· 
same day- December 21. 

Urged by Professor Gehma 
to notify him if others ha 
also .seell..the.,pbj~c.t.~ three pe 
sons bave sald they aJso. ootfc· 
an unusual object about the 

About eight miles out of Sta~ said. "We-'~pent:. 45 min.utes. in 
ton one-halt hour later Horace the field trymg to tone th1s read­
Burns said he noticed a' gigantic ing down. We checked the ra­
t:! ~rk object floating in from the dlum dials on our w~tche~. even 
Mrlh. cross Rt. 250 about 200 went over a . small hill. f~m the 
:co?t ahead ot him and land field, but thts ~·as defl.ru tely an 
:cntly in a field "like a babble" accurate readmg. T he _only aame time. A research enginee 
f•> r several seconds before taJdn( thing I ~an ~a,y ~ that it was and his son who Jive near 
oft at a tremendous rate o~ hot ( radioactive). Waynesboro airport were out-

~~ed. I ' To Test . Soil side and also saw a strange ef-
Burns said the object appa r! Gehman said he plans to take · 

"ntly caused the engine or his samples of the soil in the f ie ld feet. Anot.l}er mao who lives in 
,r to stop. . In the next (ew days tor labora- Waynesboro reported seeing a 
Burns was " astonished" at tory tests. UFO. 

the Urn~. He told his wife about Last Tuesdy, 22 days after Although residents of this 
it but the family decided Bums' sighting, the air force area have responded with ln-
;,~o;> the- story a secret "be- sent two men here from Wright- terest to Bums' account, many-< 
, 1u:;e I thou~t p~ple would Patterson Air Force Base. at 
thtnlc I'm crazy." But after Dayton, Ohio, to inves tigate a a re still skeptical and point to ' 
i ·~ o! other similar · sightlngs report they had gotten ot the the loopholes In his story. · : 
o. unldentll led tlyln~ objects UFO In a lclter- from a valley )(os• Frequent Question 
• 1 'FO's) in the Shenanrloah residen t. 'The nl r base is head- The quesUon m ost often raised 
: 'Y he decided to tell h1s story quarters for project Blue Book Is why weren't other cars 
rt,hlicly. w!Uch ln\'cs tl:;atcs, SJ,hUo:;:s of stopped by the flying vehicle as 

Since the E'P i~ode wn~ UF'O's reported ,!0 the air f~ce. Burns says his was ; also, Rt. 
'n The TimeS.Disoatch ... Aft ~ t ·. · ~:· 250 is a hea\.1ly traveled road 

-;:. . Burns has been ' er a. u e uwe.Uga in this area yet he doesn't re-
"t'aZY' ' and " nuts" many times. tMln in ~ ~ wJth air call any oth~ cars passing the 

:iut he a lso has believers. many1 Ge1ger roumers, the servicemen~ scene nor have any reported 
'r wnom doubted the e.'<lst- reached the conclus1on th

1
al bein g there. 

enc:e of UFO's In the past. there Is no. radlation in the field. Professor Gehman has JJre--
UFO Clttt. They could give Bums no ·ex- P.ared a report of the entire !D· 

One ol his mos t ardent be- planation !or wha t he saw, but Cldent to be filed wtth the . Na-. 
t, r \ers, for good reason, Is Er- Sgt. David ~ foody. he<td of the tiona ! ;tnvsti:;atlons Commtttee 
nr:H ·Gehman. proCessor or Ger- team, said he would rule out in on Aena_J Pheno~en<t <Nl~P)-
1'11n at Elltlitcrn :\lcnnonJte Col- his final report any possibili ty at Washington. ~r<?-; recelv~s 

oC It bring an airplane or hell- all reports or t.. r 0 s, . chec 
(i"~e in · Harrisonburz. He is copter because oC the nature or them and catalo~ues Its findin~s 
'')l•nsor Ot"'"a recently • formed Bu rns ' reoort. Professor Gehman, who als 

.'').:; club . at..the..college. whJch · · · t th ks there i!i "' It .was nearing dusk on De-- li a mmls cr. tn . I 
~ ""II states · stor.e!' sim ilar .I to cember 21 when Bum;> said he roc;sible some connec tion he; 

lJ 1:11s.' s ,1w the L'FO. Only one vJsible tween the LTO's and a passage 
;\me ri11 yc;. nt•er Bums S<tld ti::;h t shone from it-a Coot-wide in the :'\ew Te!Wimenl's book of 

I• • ·.•w the ;ill to ~t l..fnot object, hhJP h11 nd 11 round the bRse. he St. Luke l'efr rrin.:: to the se~ 
Ct• 1 T.tn took a G~'l!!er counter :,.·tiel. The vehicle made no noise m:rl comtn~ of Chris t: 

' i1,. .;itc to ch•'•·k rnr nrlinlio~n f'Xcept for ,1 sh~ht "whoo<;hin~ ".\nrt 1hrre sha ll he sl~ns in 
I !c;1cw . that otheP report~d ~"unci" when it left. It had no I hi' .. un. llnrt In the moon, 'an~ 

() ';; have 'tlvf'n l)ff ra cJiat1or vi:uble dour$ or windows. .!Jj m I he 'I tars: anrt upon rh 
;)aid. , ... • . !arth d1stre.;s nf nations. wit 

pe r1lle:-<1ly: nnd the ' t!a and th 
waves roarinq .. .'' 

Gehm:\n a lso said he !eel 
tha t possibly 1he word "worlds" 
In Hebrews 11 is meant to lndi­
<'Hie God created more than one 
(linnet with llvlnsr beings: 

''Through fai th we understaodl 
that the worlds were framed 
by the word of God . .. " l 

Jieyboe's View 
1 

A similar view- that thc1·e 
are other planets with liCe onl 
them-is shared by Maj. Donald 
Keyhoe of Luray. a retired ma­
rine corps pilot who is now d~ 
rector of NICAP. He is a noted 
authority and author on UFO's. 

:Major Keyhoe said "it would 
be narrow-minded or us to be­
lieve that we are !he only living 
creatures in a galaxie with bO· 
lions of s tars and several million 
thought to have planets." •• 
.It is very possibl~ that another 

~planet. possibly not in our sol~ 
fpystem, has life on it developed 
hundreds, or e\ten miJllons, of 
years ahead of . us ~nabling 
them to lravel great d1stanc~ 
through space, pointed out the 
majot'. 

Major Keyhoe's main con­
cern in the entll'e-; &UbJeol of 
UFO's is the aUitude of the alr 

1 terce towaTd: the-- field of these 
· une..'<plalned vehicles. . 

• 
''The high )('vel policy of the 
~ force is to play this thtn 

. CuTO reports ) down.'' ::\-[ajo 
Keyhoe said. "The policy is t 

deny everythinlit unti l they hav~e 
more answers.'' 
• ;rhe ai r Loree- maintains in a 

lJUplication on Project Btu 
' Book that "to date , no unidenti 
; tied aerial phenomena has give 
any indication of threat to t 

I national security; there ha 
been no evidence submitted t 
or discovered by the a ir fore 

l thal unidentified Sl:fhtln~;s rep. 
resented technolo:;jcal de"·eloa-t 

t mcnts or principles beyon<! th 
ran~e or our present day seie 
tific knowledge ; and finally, 
there has been nothing in the 
way of evidence or other data 
to tndlcatc that these unidenti­
fied sightinsts were e:<tra ter­
res trial vehkles under intl'll! 
gent contro l." 
~tajor Keyhoe counters with: 

"1 think the same as the ai r 
for ce secretly docs.-thcsc ve-­
hicles a re from another planl't 
wllh far supel'lor inlellit;ence toJ 
ours." 

Regardless of what the future 
has in store for this planel anrl 
UFO's, Keyhoe is concerned 

that presently an accidental nu-1 
clt>ar wnr could be tri~;errd by 
?uss1a or the United S t,'lt~s . . 
• The air Coree secrecy is dun· • 
,.;erous because these UFO's , 
could be m istaken Cor an enemy 
n~tack.'' he said. Many h::tve 
Ueen picked up on radar screens,· 
he added. _. • 
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J.! l foctl1ties ovo1loblt1 • • • .•• •••• 0 

.. 0 
.0 
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CY Seaplane bose 

A•rodrom-l ore , ,._o....,n for tl-l eir checlcpo•nt value 
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quotea .Keyboe'a well·known vlewa ou the dangen Inherent In 
wttlt.holdJ.nc iDfonualion. AD accidental nuclear war could aClcl­
deatally be trtggued by Rulala or the U.S . 

.. Tb. hlp level polk:y or the air ron:e Ia to play thla thing 
doWD," Major ..Keyboe laid. "Tbe policy la to deny evttything 
until they have more anawers." 

Major Keyboe ana wen the Air Force'a negative liodlnp, one 
or wbk:b la "Tbat there bas been nothing l.n the way of evidence 
or other data to lod.ic:ate that these uoldentifled slgbdop were 
ertra-tercestrial vehicles under lnteUlgent control" 

Major Keyboe counters with: "I thl.nk the aacne as the Air 
Force eecrttly doa - these vehicles are from another planet 
with far aupertor lntelllgt~:~ce to oura." 
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}( December 21, 1964--Fisherville , Virz inia-- Gunsmith Horace Burns 

• . ' ., 

reported ~ 125 foot in diameter and 80 to 90 foot high saucer \,hich 
• 

landed in a nearby ~eado~ for t~o minu~es near Woodro~ Wilson Educa~ion 

Center . A high oackgrcund radia~ion cou~t '.as detected by Professor 

• • 

Ernest Gehman o~ the ~astern l:enno~ite Colle~e at the site the next day . 

SOu~CE : Sta~~to~ Leader, Vir~inia . 
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GIGANTIC UFO LANDS NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

VIBGINIA HIT BY ''SAUCERS" 

Unldmttflled ftytng objects were t ve-:ywhere - or so lt seemed, 
· during lut December and Jaauazy E.Jpecial!y was thia tzue In 

Auguata County In western VIrginia. (:.S8th parallel) 
Many Vlrgi.nians from various walks of Ule reported sigh lings 

of myste.riou.l objecta In the sky, on the ground, and even little 
mea ICUIT}'inC over the Virginia countryside. 

Proree10r Ernest Gehman. or Eastern Mennonite CoUege. a t 
Harrlaollbu.rJI, VL, entered the picture at that time. (Harrisonburg 
ls 20-30 mUee north). Pror. Gehman launched himself lnto the 
lnvestigauuo. and round himself unexpectedly Involved In a 
succeuloo of~ moving d iscoveries. 

The report ls thorough. complete, and clearly written. But a 
greater value attaches: that o r his ficst·hand contact with the Air 
Force lnve3tigatioru team. His k~ observations and insighlll 
touch many familiar ''basH" in the continuing controver..y over 
UFO.. 

Dr. Geh•-·• report foUows, complete and unabridged. 

GIGANTIC UFO LANDS NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 
(!Wport o• Sfahttnc. RadlaUoa, ond Air Force Investigation) 

Poasibty the moat remarkable s ighting of an unide,ntlfied Dying 
object ever repoaud to have :a ken place in the Shenandoah Valley 
occurred a& 5 p.m. o n Monday. Dec. 21, 1964. Mr. Horace 
Bum•, Uvint~ at Grottoes, Va., 11od conducting a smaU gunahop 
businesa on North Maiu Street In Harrisonburg, was driving bls 
58 ~en:ury wt•tlon •·.agon a r- mile. ea"t of Staunton on Route 
260 towtud W•ynesboro, when he saw a huge metallic object 
coming out or the sky no rth or the hltchway. A:J it croued Route 
250 about :lOO (ftt o.head o r him, hls motor ~topP«f dettd 
"conked out." u he billa i t, and hi.JI car seemed to come to ~ 
unnaturally quick 1top. 

The UFO laod4ld llshtly "like a bubble" In a small meadow 
at a spot about 100 yards from the ha1bway. :Mr. Bums guided 
bll car to tbe skte of the road, got out aod stood beside it, and 
sta.nd In •maz cment at the aw~ome spectacle What be saw re­
Mmbled 1a lhape an upalde-down toy top. but tbe size of It wa. 
utoundloc. "It wu 125 fHt In diameter, at least, and 80 to 90 
feet bJp.! be decla.ret. And besides being cenerally cone-ebaped. 
ill d.rcu.la.r, aJoplng aides rose In about 6 large, conct!ntnc con­
volution~~ that decreased In diameter to a d ome at the top. 

Altboup 1a tbe gathering twUigbt Craftsman Burn11 could not 
be 1ure of tbeexact nature o f the material of which It was made. It 
appeared to be metaUic., possibly o f aluminum. He noted that all 
around the perimeter at the base or the monstrous machine there 
wou t bhuah !(low m a band ,lbout a inot, possobly l t1 anchn, 
wade. He could :1ee no window~ . doors, po rtholes, o r evo:n ~ams 
anywhue on the o bject. No r did there seem to btl any sort o r 
landing gear; the vehicle had gently settled nat on Its bottom o n 
the ground, although he noted that its underside was s lightly 
curved. • 

• 

The vlsltor from outer space rested on the meadow for from 
60 to 90 seconds and then with a "whoosh," the sound no doubt 
caused by the air rushing under it, it suddenly rose straight up 
for several hundred feet and immediately took orr ln a north· 
easterly di.nc:tion at a speed much greater than when It c rossed 
the h ighway from the north the first time, 9o•hlch Mr. Burns estl· 
mates to have been about 15 miles per hour. 

After it was gone, Bums got l.nto his car again and was sur· 
prbed to find, when he p ressed the starter button, that th~re was 
nothing wrong with the engine and tha t it started o rr a t once. 
A!J he drove a way he was evidently very much excited and en· 
grossed ln h!s thoughts about the apparition (8:1 who wouldn't 
be?), for be cannot recall seeing a ny other vehicles com ing o r 
going o n Route 250 for possibly a mUe. But no doubt other cars 
on that busy h ighway mu!>t have been baited by the U FO's 
tremendous magnetic field, and other drivers muM have wit· 
ness~ the sight; we are s till hoping that a ny such wUI make the 
fact known. 

Horace Burns went home and told l\llrs. Burns th~: story of 
what he bad seen. but declared he wo uld not tell anyone else. 
" They'd think I'm crazy," he said. But sut days later , when Mr. 
Jim l>hipp or WSVA announced on the 6 p.m. ofl!wscll:lt about 
the existence o r the UFO Investigators as an extua-curr!cular club 
at Eastern Mennonite Co!Jege, ~Irs. Bum1 convinced her husband 
that h~ should repo rt his experience. He told it on Monday to 
Mr. Shipp, who Info rmed me, the undersigned spunsor or the UF'O 
InvestJgato rs, and I taped thesto ry on Tuesday as Mr. Burns tllld 
It In hls gunshop. I had never known or heard o r Horace Burns 
befo re that Monday afternoon. On Wednesday I m11de a prelim· 
!nary le!.ting o r the area with a Geiger counter which reveal~d 
radioactivity o r over 60,000 counts per minute.. This was 9 days 
after the UFO had briefly rested there! 

A:. an interesting and unplanned corroboration o r Horace 
Bums' story, let me mention the fact that I round the exact landing 
area o r the UFO by myself with the Geiger counter. Mr. Bums 
hod intended to accompany me to the spot. but when lhe hour 
arrived fo r us to go to lhe place four rnUes east o r Staunton 
(which is 28 miles south or Harrisonburg) he could not leave his 
gunshop unt.U a certain dealer in West Vlrglnia had come to pick 
up a lot o r guns which Bums had repa ired for the dealer's 
cwstomers and which they had to have the next day to shoot out 
the old year and to shoot In the new! 1 

(Continued on Page 2) 

......... 
Dingrnm of the landing and de­
pa rture o f n gigantic UFO 4 miles 
en t of Staunton. Virginia, a t 5:00 
p.m. o n Oecemb.!r 21, 1964. 
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