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). DATE ' | 2. LOCATION

12. CONCLUSIONS

3 Was Bolloon
2‘4 Jjan 6!4' Idaho=M=xico (Vest Coast US 0O Probably Balloson
* U - oy
3. DATE-TIME GROLP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly Balloon
twilizht : + 3 0 Was Aircrofe
Local Liza —— - 2 Ground-Visual O Ground-Redar 0O Probably Aireraft
R A— 1S s el b 0 A_ir-\'ilunl O Air<-Intarespt Rodar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS | 8. SOURCE 2 Was Astronomical
J Yes 0 Probably Astronomical
£F No * ailitery 0O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE iy X Other_yui i
0O Insufficient Dara for Evaluation
n/a n_/a. n/a 0 Unknown

J

- . aw —_——

13. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

11. COMMENTS R
| 100 telzphone calls from news media and
| eivil authoriclies. ‘ Louach at twilizgat created predictab
, meteorological phenomena., Cave
Ampressiosn of =2xplosion and forms
varlied colored patterns in the sky.
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ACTION: O08D-15 | |
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INFO 3 BAF-08- 3 ~19- | OFFLCE | |
SHP C24s8 T BAFS |
. H;‘ ; “SATUS | |
ZCZCHQACSS3ZCAJB 149 " Pep HR _
RR RUEAHA Ls;.r:i.n
| Dep MA} |
DE RUCS32 228 15718062 | Dep P} i
| Dep 1C| |
LNR \ Dep 3.:‘{11' |
T, SEFFM |
R 1518452 t‘ st
Fii SAC | SaPdP |
| -xp 0 |
TO RUEAHZ/SECDEF | R ROTC|
S ] SAFAA 1
INFC RUEAHQ/OSAF WASK DC | 5aFeC__|
RUVHNF/BSD NORTON AFB CALIF Clrzizia{}'
RUEAGL/AFSC | sarmn |
'| DSNG
RUYHSS/ 15aD VANDENBERG AFB CALIF B

BT % | . 4
UNCLAS DXIP-1 15228. FOR OASD(PA). INFO:

SAF-01PC, BSE, SCE AND DXI. A MINUTEMAN LAUNCH FROM

VANDENBERG AFB ON 24 JAN 1964 WAS SEEN FROM IDAHO TO MEXICO
AND RESULTED IN OVER 12¢ TELEPHONE QUERIES FROM NEWS MEDIA

AND CIVIL AUTHORITIES. THE LAUNCH

OCCURED AT TWILIGHT AND CREATED AND PRED ICTABLE METEOROLOGICAL
PHENOMENA . THE SAME PHONOMENA OCCURS DURING A PRE-DAUN
LAUNCH. TO PRECLUDE UNDUE PUBLIC SPECULAT ION AND CONCERN,
RECOMMEND THAT RELEASE 6 T~ ANNEXT OF DOD PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN
59-A-22 BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. & (TYPE MISSILE) WAS
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LAUNCHKED TODAY BY THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE FRO VANDENBERG
AIR FORCE SASE, CALIF THE MISSILE, THE (NUMBER) CF ITS

RIND LAUNCHED FROWN THIS AEROSPACE CENTER, WAS A ROUT INE

Ue AN OFZIRAT IONAL MISSILE. PARA. THE MISSILE LIFTED QFF

SnQY ITS (5IL0, LAWNCH FACILITY) DURING THE (DAWN, DUsk) HOURS.

AS IT ROSE FROM THE LARTHS'S SHADOW INTO THE SUNLIGHT, IT Gavyr
[HE EFFECT OF aN LEAPLOSION, FORMING VARIED COLORED PATTERNS
IMN THE SXIES, PREL IMINARY REPORTS INDICATED THAT (THE M

IS ON COURSE(CIT IMPACTED 1IN TL

F-1

PACIFIC MISSILE RANGE) . PARA.

CREW MEMBERS ASSIGNED TO THE (ELNK) MISSIIE ~QUADRON, <¢BLANIX)

AF3, (BLANK), WERE: UNQUOTE. FILLER MATERIAL IN RESPO} ISE TO

QUERY ONLY: QUOTE. VIEWERS OF MISSILF LAUNCHES, 1IN CERTA IN

AREAS MILES DISTANT FROM LAUNCH SITE, SEE WHAT IS

APPARENTLY A VIOLENT EXPLOSION. PARA. THIS APPARENT

tXPLOSION IS VISIBLE DUE TO THE NAT URAL PHENOMENA CAUSED BY

THE GRADUAL LESSENING OF DENSITY FROM THE EARTH TO THE OUTER
FRINGES OF THE ATMOSPHERE ,AND THE PERIOD OF THE DAY WHEN IT
OCCURS. PARA. THE DENSITY AFFECTS THE EXHAUST GASES IN THAT

THE TRAIL 18 HELD IN NARROY CONFINES NEAR THE EARTI

‘TH, BROADENING
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AS THE MISSILE LIFTS HIGHER INTO SPACE. PARA. THE PERIOD OF
THE DAY IN WHICH THE LAUNCH MAY APPEAR AS AN EXPLOSION IS

i e — i —— - -

USUALLY THE TWILIGHT HOURS BEFORE DAWN OR AFTER SUNSET. AT
THOSE TIMES, THE EARTH' S SHADOW COWBINED WITH THE DENSITY
J AR IAT 100 CAUSES REFLECTZD RAYS OF SUNLIGHT TO BE VISIBLE IN
DIFFERENT COLORS. THEN THE EARTH'S SHaDOW EXTENDS TO THE EDGE

Jir SPACZ AMD 1THE EXPANSION OF EXHAUST GASES IS MOST EFFECT IVE.
PARA. THD ZXHAUST TRAIL IS VISIBLE IN EVERY SPACE VEHICLE
WHERE CC?EBUSTION 1S INCOMPLETE. THE STRATEGIC AIR CONMANDS.
TITAN II ICBlM IS THE ONLY EXCEPT ION, SINCE IT HAS ALMNOST l
COMPLETE COMBUST ION. UNQUOTE. THE ADDITION OF THIS REL

.---.1I

FASE
OPTION AND THE BACKGROUND INFORMAT ION FOR USE 1IN ANSWEZR IO
QUERY SHOULD GREATLY LESSEN FUT URE PROBLEMS DURING EVENING

AND PRE-DAWN LAUNCHES.
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