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AUGUST 63 , New York 

l. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION 

INFORMATICll ONLY 
~. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

Case was reported in 1966 afte r a rash of s i ghtings in the 
~ --• A case of this t ype ( rcport od 3 yea r s l a t er) is a lmost 
p.mpossible to check out nnd t her f!forc i n r eearde<l a s 
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~·ADQUAATI!:AS 

FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION 
AIR fi'ORCE SVSTitMS COMMAND 

UNIT.D ITA T•a AI" ~0--CII: 

W"IOHT••ATTI:"aON AI" I"OIIIIICII: .A.I:, OHIO 

Request for UFO Information 

·~r.l:J.."J":) /--:--
/... . . 

1 8 AUG 1964 
ro: Hq USAF SAFOI PB (Mrs. Gaiser) 

• 

Reference the attached letter requesting information on unidentified 
flying objects. This letter is forwarded to your office for whatever 
action you deem necessary. 

FOR 'l'HE COMMANDER 

lonel USAF 
y for Technology 

and Subsystems 

• 

YOU · THE NUCLEUS OF SECURITYT 
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· · 1Ays1:)ry Sato!li~:Js, 
Sirang~ Sp~co l·!appening~ 

• 
Several ollleial press releases deal· 

ln1 with atnnae aolnas ~ on between 
Entb and the Moon Ia the put few 
monttl., le1d~ us to aummarize and ad· 
••nee some theoriei on the possible 
'meanlnt of aame. 

In SCIENCE M1gazine for 22 Novem· 
ber 1983, Robert Werlwas of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburah. VIr· 

. Jinla, wrote 1bout the odd behavior of 
S.teiUte Anna: It seems tbe satellite 
u equipped with five blinking lights 
and ac:cordJna to .Richard B. Kenhner, 
Applied Ph)'llcs Lab, John HopJdns Uni· 
verslty, they worked fine for two 
months, then they cut to four, then 
three, and flnaUy none. It appe1red as 
thouab the electrical system h1d 1hort· 
eel out 1nd the Uthb could no longer 
wink. Then, Kershner uid, around the 
-~~ of A_u~st, 1983, the Uahts started 
flasblng ag1Jn. WeriW.s said tbe short 
"lnut h1ve burned Itself out and tht. 
10rt of thJaa b h1td to belie•e." 

Kenhner, s~aklna 1t a ~nferenee of 
lrtJffclal satellites at the Vlrcfnia Poly· 
techJc Institute, 11ld Anna w1s another 
example of a utelllte which repaired it­
self while humans were helpless to do 
1nythfng. 

Kenhner further cited an occasion 
when Mariner n, on its way to the vi· · 
cinity of Venus, was .. struck by a tiny . 
meteorite," whJch apparently severed 
some ot the wires from the power sup­
ply. The records showed 1 jolt to the 
sateJiite as if an object had struck it 
1nd also showed 1 correspondint power 
oat-off at the same time. 1 

"Yet the power eventually returned, I 
• lndicatlna the wires must have soldered 

the~n~elves back to their proper ~n­
aectiona," Werlwas reported. 

SWI fn referenee to the same article 
ID Sdeace, It aeerns both Telltar Com· 
awnfcatloas Satellites had mysterious 
trouble Tebtar I refused to obey com­
mindS from the arouad on two oe-

(See ll~ag• I) 
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Mystery • • • 
brilliant white flash on the Lunar sur· 
face 60 miles from the predicted lm· 

(Continued from I'Gge I) pad point. 90 seconds before Ranger 6 
easlona. The first Ume, Bell Telephone was supposed to Impact. The Florida 
tclentlsta fixed it by remote eontroJ, man said he watched what he thought 
but the second Ume, Ia February or was Ranger 6, ao behind the moon. 
1983. after all attempb to fix it failed, Ranger 8 was the Lunar probe de­
the situation looked hopeless untU the al&ned to photograph the moon and 
SateiUte began functioning again. Ker· tnnsmit those photos to earth before 

. 1hner'1 ~omment: "Ma)'be Jt'a Space Impact. Unfortunately the Satellite did 
Gremlins aaaln." . · not funcUon correctly In the last few 

The Milwaukee Joumal for Janua17 crucial minutes and no photos were 
30, 1964rp..(earrled an article by Joumal . transmitted. Furthermore, Ranger 8 Is 
Staff Writer Harry s. Pease which dealt the 14th Lunar Probe to fail In Its mis­
wfth Ec~o's outer space problems. · sion to photograph the moon. The only 

. Gale V.,;Highsmfth Milwaukee Astro- successful one to date Is the Russian 
nomlc:al SOciety Satellite Tracker, told Lunitt of October 1959. Accordin3 to 
Pease on Thursday, January 30, that British. spokesmen at Jodrell Bank. the 
Ec:bo 2 . wu not as bript' as it was, Jlusaians are having the same problem 
and 10metJllnl appeared to be goinl -not . a single success since .(be 1959 
around It~' every five seconds. High- • shot. 
smith said~ the "whatever It b," seems And-on February 18, Space Scien­
to come lzito view beneath the satellite tfsts were at a loss to explain the dis­
ud beadecl toward the observer, thea appearence of Syncom. It had been 
a011e1 up and away. It It is In orbit, launched the .preceding Thursday from 
around tbel utellite, Its track would be Cape Kennedy. Its ultimate aim was to 
a mJJe lona and ball a mile wide, 1o- have been to establish an orbit that 

. inl \A, mUe ·per aeeond and that seemed would make it appear to hover motion­
. too fast, aec:ordina to Highsmith. leu over a spot In the South Atlantic; 

Rlpsmlth conjectured that perhaps "nle launch was routine and It achieved 
the plutlc and aluminum bag bad orbit at 22,300 miles but then its radio 
ruptured, spilling· out tbe seven pounds tnnsmitter came to an abrupt halt. 

· of nd~range phosporea~nt dye which There was no recorded "jolt" as if a 
was suppqsed to leave a visible streak nleteorite had struck it. in the case of 
u a leak occurred. Mlliner U. Alter it's launch (and this 

S
•-•J-

1 
tb t it %- 1 t 1 il not generally known), a Swedish 

-uu a Q on y remo e y pos- • 
slble that the dye cloud is in orbit tracking station tracked an object trail-

ing Syncom, and two preceding. It is 
around tbe satellite, Highsmith thinks feasible that the trailing object was the 
there II more likelihood that the dye 
adhered to the balloon and the orbitting satellite's last stage, but it is not logical 

that the two objects which preceded 
~ject Ia merely aD optical illusion Syncom were any part of the launching 
U\ased by aD .. inegular paint job." mechanism. Three weeki later, the satel­

The balloon would not collapse If lite, all alone now, but with its trans· 
. ruptw'ec:l, due to lack of atmospherle mitters · still out, was tracked . and lo­
rreaure, and the escaping gas would e:ated yia a unique method: Computers 
force Echo D Into a fast spin. .. aided by Doppler shUt. 

To date, 14 Ranien or Lunar probes And-in March, six · mysterious .. or· 
un f.aUed their miuioD-, for various phan" satellites were discovered In 
·raiODL In the February 4, 1984 Issue Space. The U.S. and Russia disclaim 
of the JWwaukee Sentinel, Gale High· _ ownership. The)' may be tel.ling the 
amitb apia bits prhlts with his user· truth. Somet))ing that we can't quite 
Uon that the he sa• Ranger 8 mash. account for . Is meddling with our arti- · 
on the moo11. Watdllng · the moon. flcial satellites. What? 

• • 

throuP. his flve lacb refracting· tete: 
ICOpe at his home, be saw an elongated 
dark 11'8J' apot 2'h miles wtcfe ·by 5 
mD• loac. luting' about a minute, show 
., 125. miles aoutb of tlie enter Plinius. 
Tbe apot faded out nmpletely In less . 
thaD two · minutes, indicating debris 
wu throwD sevenl miles bigb. 

It ta quite obyfous that Highsmith saw 
tbe impact of the Ranger, and if 10, 

what did a Flagstaff astronomer and a 
Florida astronomer see? The FLagstaff 
maa, Dr. Kat R.1kas,. uld be saw a 
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No Case (Inro~tion ~) 

• 

• 

• 

1 August, 1963 
WaJ sal 1, En.g1.an:l 

Walsall saucer 
The following account appeared 

in the W al.sall Observer on 
Augu.ft 2 : •• A mysterious circu­
lar object projecting a beaming 
light, seen over Walsall on 
Thursday last (August 1), was 
reported to the police for investi­
gation. The fiist reports were 
received at Bloxwich police sta· 
tion at 11.30 p.m. from Mr. E. E. 
Dunn, of 129 Stephenson Avenue, 
Bloxwich, and Mr. M. G. Cope, 
of 29 Priestly Road, Bloxwich. A 
policeman who saw them in 
Stephenson Square later, was told 
that while they had been talking 
thev looked in the sky towards 
\Viflenhall, and saw a beaming 
red light Aa~hing on and off. Mr. 1 
Dunn told the policeman that it 
had been about 6,000 ft. up in 
the sky, and had circled Beech­
dale Estate three times. The 
object changed from red to blue­
white and remained this colour 
before reverting to a bright red. 

" It remained stationary two or 
three times for periods of 20 to 
30 seconds, before it vanished 
noiselessly from view behind 
Bloxwich fire station, travellinJt 
in the Walsall direction. Both 
men were convinced that the 
object was not an aircraft. At 
11.40 p.m., another r~port ~as 
receiveCl at Walsall pol1ce station 
from Mr. 1\. Martin, of 38 Rowan 

Road, whose wife hnd drawn his 
attention to an unidentiRed object 
in the sky, circling over the 
Bescot nren. In both cases noth­
ing wns seen by police officers 
who hnd been sent to investigate. 
A police !ipokesmnn told the 
Observer thnt \Val!iall was on a 
main air traffic lane and the 
beaming light could have been 
shown by an aircrnft." 
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Diamond shape 

The West Herts and \Vatford 
Observer on August g· reported a 
well-attested sighting over Oxhey 
which occurred on August 1, the 
same day that Mr. David Ogilvy 
of the London Flying School ~a w 
an object not far away at his 
home at Carston, Herts an inci­
dent reported elsewhere in this 
i~sue. The Oxhey report runs as 
follows : •• Fourteen- year- old 
Hampden schoolboy John Cas­
telete saw a Hying saucer in the 
sky last Thur~day through his 
telescope, bought last October in 
the Portobello Road. At least, it 
might have been a flying saucer, 1 

but it could .have been anything . 
John said it was not saucer 
shaped and all his friends from 
around his home in Oakdale 
Road, South Oxhey, agreed that ; 
it was · very odd.' . 

•• For nearlv two hours John 
watched it, a~ the crowd around 
him became larger and lar~er. -
It appeared to be stationary, but 
John, with the wisdom of several 
months' plane spotting. remarked 
that it must be moving to keep up 
with the tum of the earth . 

.. Dennis Haisman, 14, John's 
next-door neighbour, was among 
the observers. • Very ~trange,' was 
his comment. 'I have never seen 
anr,thing like it before.' 

• John dismissed the idea that 
it was n balloon . He had watched 
balloons before, he said, and 
they never remained so Jon~. 
The object he de~cribed was 
revolving, solid in the middle, 1 

diamond-shaped and he ~aid he 1 
could see through it at the edge~. , 
As it revolved, he ~aid, it wa~ at 
Arst bright and then dull 
alternately." 
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Balls 01 Fite Seen In Mexico 
At 4:21 a. m. on the 5th of August. 

INS. realdenta of Zltatuaro. Mlchoau n. 
left their beds to watch the passage and 
maneuvering of several .. balls of fire .. 
over the town. The objects maneuvered 
in the sky for some time before finally 
leaving at high speed. 
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t!o Case (In.formation Only) 

Soarce: Salem News (From Fowler) 

• 

.. ... ~·-················-··· .. 

. Rowley Meteor 
Of Georgetown 
Pyrotechnics? 

• 

RO\VLEY, Aur. 8- A low 
tlyln~ met~~r about 1000 
feet up waa reported bJ 
Orrin Bubl.-r about 9:30 last 
nl~;ht. A man of knowledge 
In nu1ny areaa, Buhler said 
that the ll~ht wa• about the 
allfl on an automobile tire 
and t'ame froan the cllreetton 
of GPor~.-t~wn out of the 
northwc-~t 30 dt-~rees up, dls­
nptlf'arlnl;' Into. the southeast. 
HP t>~timnt€:'d that when the 
ohjN·t. rtscmhllnr a roman 
t'.antllc, WM about over Row­
J ,.~· drpot. it. ~mltted a bunt 
of lit:ht nnd then another, 
before It hlacked out. 

• 

One "·ho~ attention 1\'&1 

focused on the rJsJnr of the 
~;or~eou~ m oon about 9 
o'clock, pondtored the thought 
that Buhler 's meteor could 
well be a taK end of George­
town'• lUth annlvena17 
11reworka oelebratioL ·· 
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5 AU$ 1963 
Salem, !·!assn.chuset t s 
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I 'LIGHT IN SKY' 
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It wt.a w aw a. ,_, II 
Tid TlrMUJri& Gila _,.1111. 
aNal .... , I 
\icb&" y...., .... ,~ 
till ol • w.,. 

de •q llberlff wbo MW 

I• ~object in tbl 
nicb* It)' liter M bacl 

I fi'ertd I frantiC' can ftotD • 
• farnw" w~ Mid tM .llght ·had 
! ~ hi.!J SOtl far lr> m~ and 1 

\V&a betih~ng h~ ~~-m bom~ . . 
I Spoees:nt!ll !~ t..~ woat..~ 1 

• bureau atJd Nil~ plaGetatium 1' 

I ~ thtr 1aww notbin& about 
. the Ulfli . 

p , . .,be t .:: S~gln 
a. Dr. All~ Hynek, d wr· 

1m• ol utrooomy ~t N~ 
;...-..n uni'V'!n1t; and d.irector 
ol U. uuhusity·a Dnrbona 
...... ltllr), who al• Ia the air 
foree'a official ('1(BI'Jitaftt on 

lunic:JmtHied flyiDI objecta. said 

I he wUl aa inv~gatioll. , 
Retunm1 lar.t niaht ftCNn a 

, conf~ence at Wri&bt·Pat~ 
alr focce Mse, Daycoa. o .• · 
.twae .. Ud dlseuainl 
limillt r.,. ta. Dr. Hynd nid 
he bid luufflcleat data te com· 
IIMIIt • &be w., .. eoull&)' pJte. ......... , 
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6 August, 1963 
Fd1 nburg, Scotland 

• 

SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh revisited 
The Edinburgh Evening Dis· 

patch on August 6 reported : 
•• Another unidentified fiying ob· 
iect has been sighted in Edin· 
burgh. At 4 a.m. today 16-year­
old Robert Brown, of 14 
Loganlea Terrace, a vanboy with 
Smith's Bakeries at Hawkhill, saw 
an aircraft • shaped like a spinning 
top with a Rat bottom' hovering 
over the city. 

" • I heard a " wheeing " noise 
nud it was in my vision for two or 
three minutes. 1t was twice the 
size of an aeroplane, but was 
travelling very slowly ,• said 

• 

Robert • 
.. He added : • It wa~ !lilver and 

~hiny and Hying C')Uite lnw. It 
took off, climbing in the direction 
of Arthur's Seat.' •• 
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7 August, 1963 
Bil ston, England 
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Bilston boy sees saucer 
On August 8, the '\Volvcr,amp­

ton ExJ>ress and Star told the 
following story of a Bil~ton hoy's 
sighting: " A my~terious Hying 
object which passed over Bilston 
late last night startled a 15-yenr· 
old bov . . . and his father dial­
led 999 to tell the police. 

"The boy, Peter Jones, of 28 
Hincks Street, a pupil at Bilston 
Grammar School, was in Parkfield 
Road, Ettingshall , at about 10.30 
p .m. when he spotted The Thing . 
Three friends with him also saw 
it as well. The object, he says, 
was circular in shape, slightly 
smaller than the moon, and was 
travelling low in the sky from 
Wolverhampton towards Bilston. 
As it moved slowly along it 
changed colour from red to pink 
and then white. Now and then it 
enapted a bright trail similar to a 
rocket. 

•• Today Peter was fishing at 
Bridgnorth, but his father, Mr. 
Leslie Jones, told the Express and , 
Star : At first I thought he was 
pulling my leg, or tliat perhaps 
he had seen the moon, balloons 
from a show or perhaps the lighttJ , 
of an aircraft. But he insisted that 
it couldn"t have been any of these 
things. He wasn't satisfied until I 
had told the police and tried to 
find out if anyone else had seen 
' t • l • 

., Bilston /olice say they have 
not receive reports of any other 
sightings and the object remains 
unideniiBed." 
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.· •s Lights 
- . • • ·-

Chasing Autos· ··-·-... 
• 

J.10tr.':':' lf>· .om. time, lnd then moved otf neighror artor spotting the light. 
ti ~stwerd. Tile two said they watched the 

Those r: · Hght for about 30 minutes. They 
alciH IJ\ t!. co. MOUNT Vfli'DOft police Mid nlfte said the mysterioua obj~ was 
fields ha\ •' t. ca. · persons rerorted seeing the lights. 1 "h,· ::ht. red, about the stze of a 
a~ :\to(;nt V • :::lain,. 

1 Throughout the week resident,., , I \:asc.tub and 400 to 500 feet high.'' 
Forme:- :.i :~ayor Fairfield, Ill., 32 miles east n' 

1
• 

Harry Bh:w; . . f ..:-N one Mount Vernon, have repor'e" Ro.,oERT ~~.a fonner Ar· 
of the lights .:r.. along mysterioua ~ghta in the sky. A my pilot who aaw the light, aaid 

j the c~ntralia ~·"'- • nday night team from Scott Alr Foree Base, it appeared about the same color 
between 10 anCl l ... ;~.m. When the Belleville, m., plana ~ iDveatl· and intensity 

81 
a radJo tower 

southbound -:ar turned otf and sate the lncidentl. . . . ..._ 
stoppod Biii>op uid. the light Biahop, wbo Uv" DOrth o/. wanung light and aeamed t.o u:­
tumed. "bovceci ovv the auto fc Mot•n& VerDOn, aldd be eallecl JUa about 1,&00 feet bilL.- ~ - ... ,.,: 
------ -- .... ·- ·· _ .. _.. .. .-- ~ ... -· - - · ·· ·• ' *~' - ··· 

• 

FSIC October 1963 • • 

llT. J;·~ ~JCN, TI.J.I:IOIS-newsP?per. • .8/9/63 His first thought, he eaid, was that 
he had better call some neighbors to watch 
tile fireball "cr everyone would think I 
W .. s era~.~ n "I called neighbors and they 

• 

~ fireball as big as a ?rashtub hovered 
over the home c;f a former lLt Vernon may­
or 1~. st night. liora flying saucer r e­
port: poured into both the police station 
and sheriff's office during the night as 

0 Wei • • d b • t" I also '\';utched the strange lighte o . Jec , 1 .-
he 5 F.. id. "I noticed a car cornng down . I 
the Centralia roa d. It stop;>ed sudden~y ). 
and the drive:r jumped out and looked up­
·vards. He saw the object, too, and it 
~tartled him to a stop. u Bishop estimated 
that the fireball was in sig ht for from 
ten to 15 minutes. 

· numerous people reported "strange light­
ed objects in the sky." 

-
Harry L Bishop, former tle:lyor w h o 

lives at the north edg.g of town on the 
Centralia Road~ said the fireba ll he saw 
11 comi.ng ri~3ht do•!rn the Centra lia Road ..tn:m 
the north" was "t.he br-lght.est red light 
I ha ve ever seen. "It appeared to be only· 
about 300 or 400 ft high, ~·;as oval shaped 

· · arid was about t he s i ze o.f a washtub: said • 

Bishop. I 
'!he ex-mayor said his wife saw the 1 

fireball first a nd called him about 10:10 
pm. "I could hardly believe rr.:y eyes~ he 
said. "I first sa .v the lighted object 
following the route of the Cent:alia Rd," 
he said. :~:·.ben :.t sot over my house, it 
stopped and I could see it ver.y clearly. 
Although it was bright red it did not 
light up the neighborhood. 11 

Bishop sa id the fire ball then uoved 
west·:Jard, went out of si~ht for a moment 
"like so.rr-:e:,Ody had turned the light off'J 
He said it ther .. reappeared in the VIe st 
anc! seemed to be travelin£, a t a high rate 
of s pead. "It seemed to be zt~kjng a light 
whirrinJ sound," he said. 

• 

-

• 

I Mystery Lights 
i Trailing Cars 

MOUNT VER4'l0N', Ill. 
CUPI)-ThOlS'@ myst@'rious lights 
in th~ ski~J oveor south@m II · 
linois coal fields hl\\'e begun 
cha~ing ca~ at Mount Vernon, 
residents claim. 

F ormer Mount Vernon Mayor 
Harry Bi~hop ~aid he fiotW one 
of the lights .toUow a Citr along 
the Cen tralia road between 10 
a nd 11 .p. m. When the south­
bound oar turned orr and 
stopped, Bishop aa.id, the light 
turned, hovered O\' f!'r the auto 
fOf' some time, and then moved 
o6f w~tward. • • 

• • 

• 

, 
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MT VERNON, ILLINOIS -August 91 1963 •••• 10:20-~0 : !~0 P~ COST 
Observers: R J · Trammell and d aubht0r. R J Tra ... ~ .1e:.1 , ~.;ajor USAF Res, pilot, has 21 yrs 
service and still active in AF hescrve. Ee presc::ntly iJ erl!ployed as a whcl.esal£, sa les 
representative. Diagram follows: ,-- ·• 

f iColor-red, s1 ni lar to Approached from 
t J TV tower beacon. NllW at 35° elev. 

The object moved Shape of object 
horizontally a- Approxi mat'l size 
crot;S the sky at 4211 x 30" at 
yery slow speed, arm's length. 
until descent be- ~ r.J 

low tree level. W·-L .. ! 
Distance r r 0 m I 

1 '/~' object approx 1~ ·) 
miles. No noise of any: kind. Clear night, 
stars out 1 no moon, very quiet. 1he object 
viewed through binoculars, no diffusion, 
could not see anything attached to or sus­
pended fro~ object. Size of light varied 
as if' movement of the object af.footed light 
int.ensi t7. 

------ - -- - -

. :~ l.(Stop) ••• light maintained colc.r depth 
'·-· ~ but got smaller in size. 

'.1- 2.(Stop) :ight flared up aga:ht as 
·- :'j cbject started to move 

. light dims at each stop. 
·, 
.. ~. 3. {Stop) longer than usual 

light did not lose depth 
of color but du~shed 
to 1/8 size. 

• . 

·"' 4. (Stop) Object stops •••• ..... 
1 Light gets smaller, then 

• 

. brightens ani goes swift.-
,;;:.-;:-~ ":_ . ly straigilt down belo\-r :-

~ ... 

y 

t 

f' ... ·.:.:... . - - ·, · tr9e level • 

• 
• 
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\ • • 

~~.- eJE cT: Extract from Duty Officer's Report dtd 10 Aug 63 12 Aug 63 

ro : TDE (Lt Col Friend) 

The following, extracted from 1/Lt Breen's OD Report dtd 10 Aug 63, 
ia quoted for your information and necessary action: 

Base Duty Officer called and aaid a Mr. Oliver Brown of the 
Dayton Daily News called and wanted to know if. anyone at the Base 
wanted information on an Illinois UPO. I called Mr. Brown. He 
read the attached UPI report to me. I told him I had not heard 
anything previous on the subject and thanked him. 

' 
~~~~~~. -.--~==~ 

C. McHDJ. 
jor, USAF · 

Administrative Officer 

• 

• 

1 Atch 
UFO Report 
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AStRONOMY • 

• 
a turn 1nes roug 

Saturn, the ringed planet, appearing in the south­
east in the constellation of Capricornus, and Jupiter 13 times 
brighter in the constellation of Pisces, brighten the August sky. 

By JAMES STOKLEY 

~ THREE nnd possibly four planets will be 
visible: on August evenings, although only 
one: is shown on the nccompanying maps. 

These show the skies as thev look about 
11 :00 p.m., your own kind of daylight sav­
in~~r time (or 10:00 p.m., standard time) nt 
the first of August, and an hour earlier in 
tbe! m iddle. 

Saturn, which shines with a brilliance 
tqunl to a bright first magnitude star, ap­
pe.Jrs in the soutlle2st, in the constellation 
of Capr icornus, the sea-goat. It is consider­
:~bl>• brighter than any star in that part of 
the sky, so you should finJ it easy to 
identify. ft rises about sunsc::t anJ sets :~bout 
sonr-i!>e. 

Jupiter A~pears 
8~· ,d~t,lJt midnight, tbyli~ht time, :a rhe 

tir1.t vi .\u~u ~t . Jupiter " ill :~ppear above 
the ·:.J "<.:rn lwrizon. It i ~ .1buut 13 tim::s 
,,,, !'n,:.:hc ;ts Saturn, nnd in the Ct1nstefla lion 
?i Pt~,;~., . the- fillh t:s. One ' t:J r 111 this group 
I'- ,1 ,,. \\ II (•ll o)llr mar . bu r th i ~ j~ nnt the 
?·•n ) I the ~un.;tdl.ttinn in ·' hich Juri<er . 
• f ·111 .~ .... 

~I -,. \\ hkh j, f.1r a\\ .1\' .and d im- like 
,, ' I , • ··.! lll.l,l! l ~itutlc ''·•r-i, ., .. ,, in \'irgo. 
ll!l' 1 .r;.:in P.1 rt o f thi:. g roup .• f,u is ~ho·., n 
1111 •ht n: •• p. hut ~l.tr~ i, in the: p.trt beluw 
:ilt. h"rl.-1111. .\ t the:: h<.:ginnm~ oi .\ u_gu .;r 
It .:c.:t ' 1 li uk· nwrc than t\\'o hours .m.:r 
rhl! •lin. 'u it i~ rather hard to· I<X:ttc! .. \ ' 
it ,!r.l\\' nt.•art.·r the ,1111 in the folio\\ ing 
'' c..d,,. it '·' ilr disappc.tr from \' icw cnm­
pkrc:ly for .1 t ime. 

And un .\ u.s;:u.; t 24 Mercu ry will be :ll 
,arc:. tte,t eastern dongation, \\ hich mcarh 
that i c rc1n.lin s .JbO\'e the western horizo n 
for .1 li ttle '' hile after sunset. However, this 
will nut be a ,·erv faw rable time to see it. 

·:!tc: f ,ri~hte<; t star d sil> lc: on Augu~t evc-
01 11.4' is Vega. in 'Lyra, the lyre, directly 
o,·c:rhe;~d at the times for which the map!\ . 
are dr.1wn. Directly east of Lyra is Cygnus 
rhc: ~,,. , , . ,hown r.1r:lr ' on the soutl1ern 

• • 
sk}' map, p.•rtly on rhc: northern. fn it io; 
the ::,ri,llht St.Jr called Deneb. 

South l)f C\'~nus i~ the interesting little 
~.:onscel!.t t ion of Sa~i tt:t, che arrow. and then 
the br;e nne or Aqut l.t, the eagle. Ah:~ ir io; 
the br ight st.1r 10 thH )..'1'oup. Togethec with 
\·ega and Deneb, :\h:Jir m:.kes a large 
rriangft: that i ~ char:JCtt:ri,tic of the summer 
en~n i nq ~ki~~. 

T wo urhcr con~te ll .lt ion ~ that :t re typical 
uf 'll ll •'lll'r :tre 'i~ ihle low in the snurh­
S.tgirr Ifill'. rlw .trdwr. .a ncl S(orpim. thc· 
'""r l'i' "' · lu du l. ll llT '"'' "'l' 1h1· l •ri ll i ... u 
red '' u \ sll ' " ''· 

T••l\ ud d11.: u .. rtll\\,.,, i' the f:1111 ili.ar 

UrsJ Major, the great bear. At the bottom 
of the dipper nre the two stars known as 
the pointers. A line extended through them 
upwards and to the right come$ to Polaris, 
the pole star, which is always in the north. 
By following the curve made by the dipper's 
handle to the left, another star of the first 
magnitude, Arcturus, in Bootes, the herds­
man, can be located. 

During the night of Aug. 12, Saturn 
will be in "opposition." This means that it 
is directly opposite the sun-and nearest the 
earth. For Saturn moves in an orbit that is 
well outside our orbit. Its me:m distance 
from the sun is 887 million miles. This is 
about 9.5 times the earth's mean dist:~ncc 
of 92.9 million miles from the sun. Thus. 
when we are in the same direction from the 
sun as Saturn-as we are this month- the 
two planets are closest. But en:n thc:n it is 
a long di~tance away, :~bom 823.6 million 
miles on Aug. 13. 

The un ique fe.t ture of S.t turn is i t~ sy~tem 
of rings, .tbnuc I 7t),0t)Q milt:s in dia meter. 
Thc::se an: not ~ul id. hm\ t:\ cr, but consi ~ t 
vi a ~warm ni 1mall p:uticlc:~, p ruhably ot 
k c:. From our di~t.J nt.:e . C\ en vie\\ ed through 
a big rele~cttpc. they me r~tc in to the con-. . . 
t1 11 UOU:. ri i1J!'· 

Thar tlw nnl.!, .m.: tfi,tin~r i, :.hm, n h~· 
tht ~pct:tro'(" J't'. '' h idt prll\ t.'ll rlt:tt 1 hl! 

I 

<4WEST 

• PISCES 

4 EAS r , .,. 

• 

in ner parts travd :1rounJ S.tturn murc r:~p­
idl) than the outer parts. .'\ ~ol iJ riug 
would mu\·c like a whed, witl1 the rim 
tr:l\·dinl{ at h ighe~t speeJ . 

l,;nril this year, astronomcr!i supposeJ that 
the ring system was thin, since they dis­
appear on the occasions, every I 5 )•tars, 
when the rings are on edge: as sec:n from 
c:.1rth. They had estimated them to be about 
ten miles in thickness, but now it seems 
that they are for thinner than that. AccorJ­
ing to Drs. Allan Cook and Fred Franklin 
of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observa­
tory in Cambridge, Mass., they nre not more 

• than eight inches thick! 

Saturn Rings Measured 

These scientists studied about a thous:tnd 
photographs of Saturn taken from South 
Africa. By photoelectric me:tns, they meas­
ured the brightness of the planet an"il the 

• rtngs. 
When opposition occurs, as it does this 

August, the light from the sun that illumi­
nates the rings comes from over our shoul- • • 

der. Sudd(nlr , at such a time, they get 
brighter. At utlwr times, we can see th~ . ~ ., . ._, 
shadows of the nearer particles falling on 
others more Jis t:~nt, and they look dimmer. 

From their rnca ~urements o f such bright­
ening, Drs. C<X•k and Fr:~ nklin conclud(d 
tft.Jt the kc pnrticlcs are about a chou~andth 
of an inch in diameter and thnt they occupy 
ahum h\' C percent of the tot:1 l volume of 
li re..: ring ~y ... tt.•rn .. \nd un leso; they :1rc ar­
r.tll)!t:d in a <ol rcct le:.' than ci)!ht inrhc:. 

EAST.-

'"" ,,, WEST • 

l 
• -

I 
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MEDICINI! 

·Potent New Swiss Drug 
Used for Iron Poisoning 
~ A POTENT new drug to treat iron 
poisoning, first tested on humans in Switzer­
land, is also being used clinically in the 
United States, the Ciba Pharmaceutical 
Company said. 

The drug, called Desferal in Basel, Swit­
zerland, is believed to be a "significan 
therapeutic advance" in treating "overloads' 
of iron in cases of severe anemia. 

The Swiss research is reported in th 
New England Journal of Medicine, 269:5i 
1963, but the Ciba medical department h 
Summit, N. J., said that Dr. Elmer Brow1 
did preliminary clinical work at the Unive1 
siry of Southern California in Los Angele.! 

When the drug will be licensed for pre 
du~tion is ~ot known. 

Drs. Sven Moeschlin and vrs Schnider c 
Solothurn, Switzerland, reported work \vit' 
eigbr humans suffering from iron intoxic: 
tion after being tre.lted for anemia, w h 
benefited from Dcsferal. 

The Swiss doctors experimented first wit' 
guinea pigs that had acute ferrous sulf:n 

. poisoning, and found that if treatment start' 
after only six or 12 hours, 80% of the nn. 
muls survive. 
De~feral, called DFOM for its generi 

n.un'! desferrioxamine-B, is today the tre:l! 
ment of choice in certain conditions of iron 

• • pot'r•mng. 
Jw n poisoning causes a brownish colonng 

of rhe skin called hemochromatosis :t nd, 
to c:iminate more iron rhan :tm· other tre:tt­
ment in cases of prim:ary Jisc:~se, blood­
letting is practiced. 

Bet the investigators reported tha r sec­
ondJry hernocbtomatosis in :aplastic and 
sickle-cell anemia responded best to Des­
fera l. Iron poisoning in a Mediterranean 
type of anemia that is particularly se\·ere ir 
children also ·responds· to the new drug. 

• Science Newa Letter, ~:57 Jvly 27, 1963 

PUILIC HeALTH 

Free Emphysema Tests 
~iven to Congressmen 
• ALL ~~BERS of Congress were of­
fered to have their lungs tested free for 
~mphysem:~. a serious disease that makes 
breathing difficult and may damage the 
h~t. 
Th~ Al3bama Emphysema Research Unit 

from Birmingham was opened to senators 
Jnd representatives. At the invitation of 
Rep. Kenneth Roberts (0-Aia.) and Sen. 
Lister Hill (D-Aia.) they m ay p:~rticipate 
in a new mass screening technique to em­
phasize the need for eMly detection and 
tre:nment of this lung disease. 

Emphysem a comes from the Greek word 
mean ing "inAation" and not only m:akc:s 
bre:uhing difficult from the lung enlarge-

• 

• 

• 
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ment, but mny c:ause damage: to the heart. 
The Abb:una unit h:~s ju~t fin isheJ :1 

statewide emphysem:t research survey, spon­
sored by the Alabama Tuberculosis Associ:J­
tion, the Medic:tl College of Alabama anti 
the Air Pollution Divi~ion of the: U.S. Public 
Health Service. 

Medical authorities report that emphy­
sema is by fnr the most common chro nic 
d;sease of the lungs, surpJssing tubercu losis 
or lung c:tncer and is the major single cause 
of disability having a pulmonary origin. 

The disease is on the increase but no 
accurate records are avail:lble since indi. 
vidual states do not keep records in the 
same way. However, California figures show 
a high increaae in an eight-year period and 
this incre:ue may be true across the country. 

. . . -. - . . -- -.... -
• • • 

• 
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MEDICINE 

Parlor Game of Fainting 
No "Lark" for Players 
• FAIKTJNG in Uritain is now a parlor 
game c~lled a " lark" but it is causing more 
trouble to the me<.lical profession than the 
feminine swoons of Queen Victoria's day. 

In the Briti)h Medical Journal, July 13, 
1963, Sir Aubrey Rumball, Air Vice .Mnr­
shal and consultnnt in medicine, Roy:tl Air 
Force, reported e:<:unining for pilot duties 
two young men who had played the poten­
tially hazardous parlor games of the "faint­
ing lark" nnd "mess trick." 

Prolonged fain ting had caused neuro­
logical symptoms :and pulmonary edema 

. thick, they could not c<~ usc: 
brightening at opposition. 

the: obsen·c:J 

· cessive accumulation of fluid) . Both 
re unconscious and hospitalized after the 
nting episodes involving breath-holding . 
e young men recovered but said they 
uld never repeat their prank. 

Celestial Time Table for August One of them described the "fainting lark" 
cal: He squatted on the: Aoor and breathed 
and out moderately deeply every three or 
r seconds. Then he closed his mouth 

AUC. 

5 

9 

10 

11 

13 

19 
21 

13 
1~ ,­_, 

EDT 

5:31 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

l 0:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

early a.m. 

2:22 J.m. 
::! :00 :t.m. 

Full moon 
Moon passes ~outh of 
Saturn 
Moon passes sourh of 
Jupiter 
Moon nc::1 rest, dist:Jncc: 
229,500 miles 
Meteors \' isible apparently 
radiuting from constella tion 
Perseus 
~(non in bst quarter 
Saturn in opposition with 
sun anJ nc:1re~ t ea rth, 
di.,t.lnc<:: from earth 
813.6011.0110 111 i les 

3: i i .1.111. :"t:\\ llHliJ il 

5:llll;~.m. ~h>Un p.ts~e~ north l it 

I :On a.m. 
6 :1111 .1.m. 
2:00 pJn. 

~h:rcurv . 
~ {oon p.l,~es north f) f :\!:Irs 
~lercun· f:trthc:st e:ht of sun 

• 
~ IOLm f.1rt hcst, Jist.111ce 
251 .300 miles 

27 ::! :54 a.m. ~ loon in tirst quarter 
29 9:00p.m. \"enus behind sun 

Subtract one hour for COT, t\\'o hours 
for ~IDT, tu1d three houh for PDT. 

• Sci-..,...,., Letter, 14t51 July 27, 1963 

young people will beneht trom r 'orc1 .toun-
dation grantl. . 

The money, totaling ne:arly $2.5 million, 
will be used to aid programs designed to 
give equ:t l opportunities in education and in 
later life to those who start off with a hand i­
cap for economic, cultural or ethnic re<~snns. 

They will give aitl to youngsters in age 
groups ranging from the preschool through 
the un iversity level. They will enable slum 
child ren to prepare for school, and \\'ill hdp 
high.o;chool dropouts find jobs or return to 
school at the college level. 

The Foundation is nlso supporting pro­
gr;~ms in fields related to improving the 
chances for underprivileged children. Thc:.;c 
include tencher-improvement progrnm<1, Jc­
linquc:ncy prevention efforts and a guid:ance 
center to :~ id young prisonero; in Dctroir. 

These programs will help comb:tt the 
increno;ing w:tstage of hum.m resources due 
to b ck of nluc:trion. 

• Scl•nce News l•lltr, &•:57 July 27, 1963 

d pinched his nose, all the time trying 
breathe out. Both cars "plopped" and 
felt as though he were drowning, 

acked out, became unconscious and was 
ken to the hospital. 
Sir Aubrey concludes : "Neither the faint­
S lark nor the mess trick can be regarded 
s safe. They nre potenti:tlly hazardous par­
k games. Risk of head injury from a sharp 

11 with sudden unconsciousness predomt- . 
tes, especially when the lark is not pm-::, 
cted on a soft or carpeted surface, well. 

¥ay from walls anti hard furniture. 
"To my knowledge disregard of these 
ecautions hns accounted for cerebral con­
ssion by impact with parquet Aoocing in 

vo instances, and with walls and hard 
trniture in four more . 
'"Two skull~ were also cracked through 
ck of precautions. Now there is evidence 
at non-traumatic risks are present which, 
numerically fewer, are no less unpleasant 
h:~zardous." 

• Scie,ce News Letter, 84:'7 July 27, 1963 

PIDEMIOLOGY 

:anine Rabies Decreases 
As Wildlife Cases Rise 
• RABIES among wild animals is rising, 
two veterinarians reported in the Journal 
of the American Veterin:ary Medical Asso­
ci:ation, 143:;2, 1963. 

While rabies among wildlife increased 
from 1,479 in 19;3 to 2,174 in 1961, rabies 
in dogs decre:ased 92% since 1946. Com­
pared to 8,000 canine rabies cases in 1946, 
less than 600 were reported in 1961. The 
number of c:~ ses affecting man dropped 
from 22 to 3 during the time. 

Skunks, bats :10d foxes are the princi­
pal c:trriers of infection. Geographically, 
rabies has decreased in all areas of the 
country except the Pacific and \Vest North 
Ccntr:~l regions. 

A fatal disease, rabies is char:t.C terized bv 
mental deran~ement, sp.v;mo;, fever, vomit­
ing nnd profuse ·ecretion nf o;.!liva. 

• Scienc• News Lell.er, 84:S7 July 27, 1963 
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R&I K N~J ~lL'J TTI. 8 
• 

- by Jeanne Stevens -

(Egitor•s Note: Ever,y year we receive dozens of personal 
sightings !'rom our readers. The one that .follo·..ts was sent 
yo~~g woman who is sincerely trying to describe an event 
hension. We present it v.i.th ::a. minimwn amount of editing.) 

_, 

accounts of saucer 
to us recently by a 
beyond her compre-

• 

I recently received a s~ple copy of ycur ~agazine after listening 
to you on the Long John radio show. 

The only encounter I have had w:i.t.:-! a flying saucer was last sum­
mer, wh11e accompanied by my best friend. I~ was the most frightening and yet 
the most exciting experience of my entire li.fe. 

Last August, my friend l1a.rion Soderstrom in vi ted me to spend the 
w~ekend at the estate of her uncle Emil Figge near Mi.ddletotrm, Neil York. We 
spent the afternoon wading in the creek and bird watching. We became so en­
chanted with the loveliness of a clearing approximately l/4th mile from the 
main house, that we decided to camp out under the stars that night. 

We got together some blankets, canned fruit, and other supplies, 
. including several orange candles that are specially treated so· as to keep mos­

quitoes away. Bei.ng a city girl, I was not used to seeL~g mjllions of stars in 
the sky. There wa.~ no moon, and· it was quite ec;,r:.e , Yi th the croaking of the 
bullfrogs and t ha flickering of tne candles. =-

We were gaily chatti."lg when suddenly ,.re saw ·mat we thought was ~ 
shooti.."lg star, except that it ke?t coming closer and clos~r. Suddenly I beqa:n~ .. 
petrified. I thought perhaps it ":-tas a meteor • and would crash upon us. The ob­
ject was ve~ b~ight and had a ~~~te glow to it. It kept co~ing closer till it 
was only about 50 feet away.. Hy near't. ·..ms pou.~d.:.ng in ~~a.r when it finally 
stopped. Tr.en it simply hung suspended in tha sky, an.d '::.agan to s~y. We held -
each ot~er L~ fea~, for this ~as totally ~eyond o~r kno;~edge of things. The 
most terri.f.l i !lg thi.."lg of a1 1 rras that it dicin' t make :.1o~e than a slight hu:n. 
Even the i.~t.e.-:. 1 i ttant sounds of the frogs ~·rare lo'J.der . 

Ea.ck a.."'ld forth :i. t s~.rayed, U."'ldecided as to ;.~;:.her to go right or 
~eft or ~p or do~. Then from its center t here appeare~ a small orange light 
no bigger th.a.:1 a nashlight• T::Us light eegan flickerj:.g in an odd sort of 
way. This continued for several minutes u."1til \-Te suddan:.:; became aware of t~e 
£a~t tha. t it was apparently ;.J..ickeri."lg in iJr:.i. ta tion of o::::- candJ.es t tva immedi­
ately blew them out and scurried on our hands and lmeas into the low brush 
nea.:~y. The most amazing thing of aJ 1 lola.S that as soon as the candJ.es were ex:.,. 
ti.ng-J.ished, the orange light on the saucer went out also! 

The object apparently could see us because o~ its o~~ radiance. 
a.~d ~t followed us for about 20 feet as we crawled des?arately through the 
bus~es. It was a.t this point that we could no lc!lger ma!:.:.ain our composure. 
We fled in pa.:'lic toward the main house, screaming to }Iar:..on1 s uncle for help. 

As I ran, I looked back for a moment a."'ld sa:; that the saucer was 
' ::-!.s:L'"'lg slowly, almost as if it was reluctant to leave. '!"~en the humming sound 

f:~ the object suddenly beca~e louder, aL~ost lika the !loise of an electric 
~o~or. The strange orange li.ght went on again, ~"'ld the c ~aft sped off tow~rd 
t!:e southwest, traveling fastar than anything I had ever saen before. Hithin a. 
couple of seconds i.t had disappeared co~pletely ~ro~ sign~. 

Marion and I didn't spend the ni ght unde~ t he s :..S.rs after al 1. Our 
terrifying experience with the saucer made us dacida the:.~ the safety or !~ or 
u.n~le 1 s house wa.s far preferable to the uncertai."ltics o: :.he great Oll t. lu~) t• ;; . 

Even so, it was daybreak before we had calmed down enouGh -:.o go to sllH.' P· :&nd 
ever since, I have been having occasional night:nares aoou:. ~~t stran1;,, .::·.t f: • 
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· l-anding on 
Wimbledon Common? 

From the Wand.,worth Borough 
Netus, August 16: •• Mr. Briggs. 
ll 28-year-old artist, says a police 
<.'Onstable told him some week~ 
ago that a local woman claimed • 

to have seen the flying saucer 
land~ and be would like the 
woman to get in touch with him. 
She reported it to the constable 
while he was patrolling the com· 
mon with his dog-but. upon in· 
ve,.tigntion. he found nothing. 
'The womnn saw it at about2a.tn. 
t\nd described it ns being the siz£> 
of a dnnhle cled ;er bus nncl 
:Hlded that she had 'never seen 
&1nything like it \;efore in her 
life'. ··The constable asked hN whnt 
she wns doin~ out at that time of \ 
the mornin~ and she replied 
that. not bein~ able to sleep. she 
had decided to t.lke .l short walk. 
After her experience he suugested 
she should ret11n1 home and go to 
bed. 'Unfortuuateh- he did not 
take her mime and address.' savs 
Mr. Briggs, 'but had heard since 
that other people lmid they had 
seen thii object 6ying over the 
common on the same morning." .. 
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August 1 196.3 
Wilabledon, &lgland 
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NO CASE (INFORMATION ONLY) OaJECT NOT FLYING. REPORT OF AN ORJECT ON THE GROUND . . ~ • 
• • - ... .. . 

·Sources Two 10-12 yr old youths. Report 16 months after observa..illslltt 1963 
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