. DATE - TIME GROUP 2. LOCATION
31 Dec 59 31/2332z Quantico, Va |
3. SOURCE 10. CONCLUSION OTHER: GRIMES BEACON LIGHT
military & eivilien New type identification lights on airliner. Grimes beacon light

1. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
litple observations.

. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION

6 min
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

ground & air visual

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

0O Yes
D Ne

FTD sep 63 0.329 (TDE) provicss oditions of this form may be uoed,
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i hatlmwmmmmulmmmair-
::uih: :,,I'u;om.: — hmnhlltthttopott:\ e tail fin. The long streaks

- SAUCers.
what Marines at Quan "" the l" five nights, not flying —St.lr suﬂ Photo.

'Mannes Seeking
Flying Saucers Find |
New Aviation Light

By Jack Jonas
Star Steft Correspandent

QUANTICO, Va., Jan. 5.—<The
Marines looked for fiying saucers
last night and saw weather bal-
loons, alrplane lights and stars.

Intelligence oflicers, armed
with high-power=d night binoc-
,ulars, scanned Lhe skies nbovl
| the Marine base for three hours. t'i
They were there because [or the t
past five nights sentries reportod
seeing strange lights in the sky. |

The verdict: The sentries had f
indeed seen something strange
to them, but it was merely l'l-l
cently installed powerful anti-

collision lights on commercial
aireralt.

Today, the sentries were to be
Lriefed on the latest dﬂulop-
ments in night flying.

Pvt. Norman Vietz of Green-
ville, Pa.,, a sentry on duty at
the Tank Park in Camp Barrett,
. a few miles from the main base,
spotted the oddity first. That was
on December 30 at 9:05 p.m.

' Tt looked like a big, Aashing|
red light,” Pvt. Vietz said. “I!
would have thought it was an
airplane, but I couldn't hear any
motor noise." |
| Called for Sergeant. _

He called for Sergt. Francis
R. Salinder, Lhe sergeanl of the
giard, and  together they
watched tae lights.

“It just Ioulud like a big red
light to me)” Beult Salinder
said,

The next three nights, Pfe.
Harrison J. Bennett, another
senlry, saw the strange objects.
Aid, oddly, he saw them first
at the same hour, 9:05 p.m. "

Pvt. Bennett saw two lights
'Thursday night. One traveled m-]
I ward the souuhiwest, and the
other toward the northeast,

“They seemed to hover m-'
netimr for a while,” he said.

“Then one disappeard, and thm
other moved away from the spot |
and finally disappeared.”

At 6:40 p.m. Friday, Pvt. Ben-/
nett saw them again, The ume
‘thln,; happened Saturday nizht,

this time at 7 p.m. and 7:57 p.n.

Then Sunday nizht, Serqt. Har- t
lan Young saw them at 6:40 p.m., |
'8:48 p.m., 3:54 p.m. and 9:20 p.m. |
- "They seemed to he about 2.000
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{  The verdict: The sentries lind |
indeed secn something strange

' o them, bul it was merely re-!
. | cently installed powerful anti-

collision lights on commercial
| aireraft.

|  Today, the sentries were 1o be
briefed on the latest develop-
ments in pight fying.

Pvl. Norman Vielz of Green-
ville, Pa., a sentry on duly at
the Tank Park in Camp Barvett,
2 few miles from the main base,
spotled Lhe oddity ﬂrit Thal was -
December 30 at 2:05 p.m.

“It Jooked like a big, flaching
red light,” Pvt. Vietz said., "I
would have thought it was an
but T couldn't hear any
. motor noise."

Called for Bergeant.

He called for Bergt. Francis
R. Salinder, the sergeant of the
guard, and tlogether they
walched Lae lights.

“It just looked like a biy red
liiti:'ll to me,” Sergt. Salinder
b, -

The next three nights, Pfc.
. Harrison J. Bennetl, another
sentry, saw the strange objecls.
And, oddly, he saw them first
&l the same hour, 9:05 p.m.
Pvt. Bennett saw two Jights
Thursday night. One traveled to-
ward the souchwest, and the

?

in the sky, and preity
'lclose,” he said
| And so last night, Maj. Johin

6:40," some one said positively.
At 6:40 pm., there wus a
shout: “There it ist"

The shout brought Ma).
Shearer, Maj. Pomerleau, re-

“I can see something,” he said, !
Later: "It looks a little h'm"
1ln airplane.” *_
' And sti!l later: “Now I can sce .

i his navigeational lights, too.” '

Sec Weather Balloons. |

At T:45 p.m. there was an-
other shout from outside. Malj.
Shearer went to work with his
glasses again. These lights
seemed to rise from the horizon
almost directly upward.

“Weather balloons,” Mal.
Sheerer said.

A few minutes later, some one |
lpul.u.nd anolher blinking lglit.

The experts said that one was
A slar.

At 8:15 pan. the shout went
up again.

The fashing red lght thu

time followed an orderly nmuu
rl'm the northeast toward um
southeast, just above the horjwon. |
Even Lo the naked eye, Il.l':llmlﬂ'
:::mm lights also were vis-

Maj. Bhearer did some tele-
phoning to the Civil Aeronautics
Authority in Washington and
asked for more information
m'l.'hllt t?i.lhm:e reported la

L. ur '
is being installed on commercial
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1 JANUARY 1954, QUANTICO, VIRGINTA

From the eir base at Quantico, Virginia, on the nights of 1 and 2 January
1954, several military and civilian personnel reported seeing an unidentified
flying obJect pass over the area, The object was described as a flashing red
light, dome shaped and appearing to be the size of a grapefruit at arms length.
The object flew a relatively straight and level course and was visible for 5 or

6 minutes.

An aircraft was scrambled in an attenpt to pursue the light. The aircraflt
intercepted an American Air Lines' Convair. In addition to the intercept, an
ATIC officer proceded to Quantico and observed this snme light from the ground.

The reported light was definitely identified as being a Grimes Beacon light.
These have recently been installed on several civilian passenger aircraflt.
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Maj. Charles E. Yeager telling Lawrence D. Bell, president
of Bell Aireralt, how it feels to fly more than 1,600 miles

an h‘““"l M.ji .T.ﬂ:.r' ﬂ'hM
vesterday, is holding a model

b ". "h LR

Azsociated Press wirephoto

record flizht was disclosed
of the plane which set the

record, the Bell X1A. The picture was taken at Maj.
Y cager's news conference in the Pentagon vesterday.

{ Pilot Tells
Of Flight at
1,600M.PH.

' WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 #.—
‘Ma). Charles E. Yeager toid
day how it feels to fly [aster

'will be exceeded shortly.

' “Physically, there is no sen-
'sation,” he sald, “Your ears
don't drop off or anything)
‘Actually, you wouldn’t know
how fast you are going unless
you look at your mach ine-
strument.,” This instrument
,measures speed in relation to
sound.

But the young Air Force olfi-
cer said: "It wasn't a gravy
ride . ., . I was quite busy . ..
it did get a little hot on the skin
1 of the plane but the airpiane is
bulit for that”

-

‘than any man has flown before|

T?h : * T & e T
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Tells of Flight

Mal. Yeager held a joint news
‘conference with Lawrence D.
Bell, president of Bell Aircraflt
Corp.. to tell something about
his flight on Saturday in the
rocket-driven Bell X1A plane.

| Mal. Yeager didn't go into
the effects on the plane, but Mr.

. ——

scme violent shocks iIn
‘speed burst more than 70,000

The Air Force announced yes-
terday that Maj. Yeager flew
more than 1,600 miles an hour
‘but did not disclose his exact
speed, The old mark of 1,327
‘miles an hour was set Nov. 20 by
% a Navy Skyrocket.

Predicting still greater speed,
' Ma). Yeager said the X2 re-
search plane - will be flying
["ahnrt.lr“ and is expecied “to
:shuu the speed up a little
‘higher.” The X2 has a skin of|
1 stainless steel to help resist the
soltening elfect of heat from air|
;Iri:thn at tremendous speeds.

' The XIA burns up its fuel
supnply in four to four and one-
halfl minutes after it {s dropped
Jfrom the belly of a B-29, Mai.

\Base, Calif.
a

iip— —

o

t/you'd rather not see them."

,Bell indicated it went through|!

{eet above Edwards Awr Force!

N-Y BT R, 1f,

'Yeager said. The B-29 s used to|

'take the small plane to high
altitude for speed tests.

Maj. Yeager said the 1.20
dropped the X1A at 30,000 feet,

“I fired off three of the four
barrels (of rockets), climbed to|
{45,000 feet and turned on the
fourth chamber,” he related. “I
climbed in sort of an arc, ley-
eled off at about 70,000 feet
and shut it off.” He had at-
tained his maximum speed an
instant before he shut off the
power, |

Asked about the visibility
from the cockpit, he said: “"Ex-
celient. In fact, too good. When
you can look back and'see the
shock waves on Yyour wing

He explained the shock wave|
from the terrilically high speed
shows as a line in the air some-
thing like that from the wake

E

!

+

1
1
!

of & ship in water. ‘

453 ]
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DISPOSITION FORM

m (U) Report of Unidentified Aerial Phe #__‘,m’ !

XX THRU A FROM ATIS DATE Jan 54 7 4GB MFENT 0. 1
ATIAN Maj el rank rm

TO ATIAE 52233/B263/PC44
ATTN Capt Hardin

SUBJECT

l. While on a trip to the Director of Intelligence in connection with Project
50006, Maj C. R. Glasebrook was requested by Lt Col Smith in Gen Samford's Office

to proceed to Quantico Marine Base to investigate the report of flying saucers,

2. Photographic equipment was procured through Lt Col Thacker, Air Attache
Branch, and the control tower at Bolling Air Force Base, His instructions were to
evaluate the phenomena and if it was something explainable to give that to the Ma-~
rines to relay to the press and if something that could not be contributed to natural
causes, the Marines were to be given a copy of the written report at a later date,

3. Maj Glasebrook proceeded to Quantico at 1800 hours arriving at 1900 hours
qoing to the Tank Park in the Guadalcanal Area and reporting to Maj Ferguson,
Marine PIO, Maj Ferguson briefed him on the happenings of the past three nights,
At 1945 hours a Marine corporal reported that the phenomena was appearing again,
'|Maj Glasebrook and Maj Ferguson went outside and observed a flashing red light
which appeared in the north and passed over the northeast section of the Danger Area
in a southeasterly direction, It was readily apparent that this was the Grimes Bea-
con on a commercial air liner as Maj Glasebrook could see both wing tip identifica-
tion lights at one time, in addition to the Grimes Beacon, This information was
given to Maj Ferguson and, at a later time, released to the press,

4, Attached is a copy of the press release which appeared in the 5 January 1954
edition of the Evening Star, ‘

5. This information was relayed to Gen Samford's Office upon Maj Glase-

brook's return to the Washington Area,

1 Incl ' WILLIS R, LOEHR, Major, USAF
Clipping fr newspaper Acting Chief, Technical Services Division
Air Technical Intelligence Center

- "

14—l =] 'I-'i."' W 0 GOsiewwsul Meinling PP ICL

DD vy 50 6 REPLACES NME FORM 9, 1 OCT 48. WHICH MAY BE USED.
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NBR. 20251 ﬁ: :Jf’ (
c-1 PRIORITY

T4 COMDR 647 ACH SQ NEUCASTLE ARPT WILMINGTON n*1n:amj
TC COUDR 4713 DEP 4G i
CCIIDR EADF STEWART AFB NY NCLASS,F {
CONMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO IED

0 USAF WASHDC FOR DIR INTELL |

CGHDR ATIC WPAFB OHIC FOR DIR OF INTEL \h

CITZ ACCC 353

PNIDENTIFIED FOLYING CBJECT REPCRTe /ZUFCB/ REFEREICE ATRFORCE
ZEGULATIOCN 2292=-2. PAR 1 (A) DOME SHAPE. (B) SIZE CF A BASKETBALL

AT 1320 YDSe (C) REDe (D) 26 (E) !NO PARTICULAR FCRMATIOH=CTRAIGHT
PaTl OF FLIGHTe (F) NEGe (G) IEGATIVE. (H) NEGATIVE. (I) SAID IT
JOOKED LIKE RED LIGHRT Ol POLICE CARe PAR 24 (A) JUST APPEARED IN SPACT

AT 22322+ (B) DULX SCUTH FROII TAUKSHED AT SCHOOL TENONSTATION TAHK
PART UARINE CORP RESERVATICH, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA, ZLEVATICH AlIGLE
5% DEGREESe (C) TRACKED FROM SOUTH TO EAST ELEVATION ANGLE 39 DEGREYS
(D) NOMN MANUEZVERS STRAICHT FLIGHT. (L) JUST DISAPPEARED CUT CF SIC'I
QVER HORIZONe C(F) IN VIEW FOR 6 MINe PAR 34 CA) GROUMND VISUALe. .-

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS: =
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. -

R-iﬁ % H*:r‘-F :“J'[ QH' 3 D ._!. [II‘lP[J L..-;.I.i 3 D

S AN PO i

PACE TWO NBR 22231 VTS A S i -

g~ "o T -

(3B) NEGATIVE. (C) NEGATIVE. PAR 4. CA) 5322, 31 Drc 533 292127,
1 JAL 545 82222, 1 JAN 54, (B) NIGHTs PAR 54 TANK PARK DFMONSTRATION
MARINE CORP SCHOOL, QUAKTICO, VAs US MARINE CORPS RESE RVAT 1O

HAP SHET NR 3 REF IR 409874. PAR Ge ALL PERSONNEL LISTTD ART STATIONTD

AT QUANTICC, VA, CWO ¥ H BIECKE CO SERVICE BATTALIOH ACCOUNTARLT
OFFICTR ORDIANCE SUPPLY. &smv:cr—: BATTALICH D

eGT SGT OF THE CUARD WATER CANAL AREA. PFC
TANK 'S COe P¥C 1K DRIVER TANK i YEAPONS

LOADERe PFC CUNINERe PFC C
& ANK COMMANDERe PVT >

%R L COIHIAHD_H'I pFCP DEIVER-
OF RELIABI RLY RELIABLZ. PAR 7. (A) YWEATHEZR CLEAR.

¢3) SURFACE WIND AND VELOCITY, UEST NORTH WZST 3. WINDS ALCCT

$353 FT, 308 DEGREES=51 KIOTS. 13327 FT, 312 DEGREES=S2 KIOTS.

16323 FT, 312 DEGREES=33 KNOTSe 20322 FT, 55 XNOTSe 38220 FT, 293
LCGRZES=5S9 KNCTS. 57283 FT, 272 DEGREES=22 KNOTS. 83323 FT, UlKe

(C) CLTCAR. (D) 15 MILES, (E) CLEARe. C(F) NEGe PAR 8. NEGe PAR 9,

ITGe PAR 1%s NOT APPLICABLE. PAR 11. QUANTICO AIR BASE HAD NO
“LLICOPTORS OR AIRCRAFT FLYING AT TIME OF SIGHTINGS, WASHINGTO:

CAA HAD HOTHING IN ARZA OF SIGHTINGS THAT COULD BE COPRELATED. PAPR 12,

DO'E"““DE

%Ig‘“{r" s
& bmwy Lp‘l'
6200,35° 13Uuqu“

PAGE THREE NBR 22201

m 1ST LT, DIRECTCR, RATED AIRCREY MEMBER MADAR OBSTPUER,
SRy SIBLY BE UNKNOUN CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT FLYING UITH PACSING

LIGHTS ONLY. AVAL INFO AT PRESENT TIME PRECLUDTS ANY DEFINITE CAST OF
THE SIGHTINGS
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JEPNL 15 ’,af’”'

OC JEDEN JEDWP JEPHQ JEPNB JEPNY 555
DE JEPNL a5c/as-v"f’fff

0 2214352 7 /

i -

FM COMDR 647TH ACAW SQ MANASSAS VA

TO JEPHQ/DIR OF INTELL H2 USAF WASHDC

JEDZN/COMDR ADC ENT AFE COLO SPGS COLO

JEDWP/CO¥DR AATTIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB 0 a”ﬂfﬁ#ﬁ
JEPNB/COMDR EADF STEWART AFB NY

J=PNY/COMDR 26T4 ADIV DEF ROSLYN NY

ZeN/COMDR 4713TH DW NCCA WILM DEL

ACC 27 PD ATTNs DIR OF INTELL PD UFO3, IN CONPLIANCE WITH AFR
2%0=-2, DATED 26 AUGUST 53, THE FCOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTEDS
1. AA, DOME SHAPED

Fe SIZE OF GRAPEFRUIT,

Ce RED

De VARIEL FROM ONE TO THREE

Ee NONE

Fo NONE

Ge NONE

E
T R R e e —




PAGE TWO JEPNL 256G

I« NECATIVE

2e Ae SULDEN APPEARANCE OF BLINKINNG RED LIGHMT

Se ELEVATION 32 DEGREES 182 DEGREES FROM OPRSERVER.
C ELEVATION 3% DEGREES, @52 DEGREES FROM OBSERVER.
D. QUARTERCIRCLE, STRAIGHT AND LEVEL FLIGHT.

Le ELINKING RED LIGHT SUDDENLY WENT OUT.IOBJECT NO LONGED VISABLE,
Fe FIVE TO SIX LIHUTES.

- @ W 8 a

J.hs GGROU D-VISUAL.
t' L) NOH-— [

Ce NOT APPLICABLE

4 As FIRST SIGHTED AT 23572, 1 JAN 54 SIGHTED THEREAFTER AT 02352,
2 JAN 544, %3162 AND 23 55Z.

ce WIGHT,
vMEST L OHG

377,45 AND NORTH ATITUDE 38.45
Syhy NONE : |

5. USSP , SGT, USHC, GUADACANAL HZIADQUARTERS, QUANTICO,
|

. VIAGINIA, SERGEANT OF THZ GUARD. F=2. |

Q, </:CT, USNC, GUADACANAL HZADQUARTERS, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA.,
DUG CATCHER, F=2. |

_CFL, JSNC, GUADACANAL HIZADAUARTERS, NUANTICE, VIRGINIA,
OP ERATIONS, F-2

2e NJI4-3E/7




srGr THREE JEPNL 925G

RN, | T, USNMC, GUADACANAL HEADQUARTERS, QUANTICO, VIRGINIA

CUMHANDING OFFICER , F=2.

SR, [ SCT, USMC, GUADACANAL HEADOUARTERS, QUANTICEZ, VIRGINIA.

PATROL”‘N‘ F-Z-
7« As CLEAR,

a

$,332
1,225
15,233

39,333

e WEZST NORTH WEST AT 12 KNOTS.

282/5%
S22/
282/ 3%
223/7°91

282/817

5543328283/ 158
33,322 NOTAVAILAZLE
Co UNLIMITED.

be 15 PLUS

e NUIIE

re NCOIWE

se WGATIVE,

Je WONE .

56e SCRANELED ONE F-S4C, WHICH PROCEEDED TO QUANTICE TO INVESTIGATE

L ] F“..'-ll




PAGE FOUR. JEPKNL 235G

LIGHTS. INTERCEPTED ONE AMERICAN AIR LINES CONVAIR, FLIGHT 402, WiICH

LANDED AT WASHINGTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTe FLT 432 WAS INTERCEPTED AT ‘
“Ze'Ja¥ 544 FLT 432 WAS 7 MILES SOUTHEAST OF WASHINGTON NATIONAL

ALAPORT AT TIME OF INTERCEPTION,

11, CHECKED WITH ALL ADFACENT AGENCIES. OTHER THAN FLT 422, NO OTHER

AIRCRAFT IN THE IMMEDIATE ARECA OF SIGHTING. |

12.‘/”. UsSeAeFe DIRECTOR AND RATED AIRCRAFT

OUERSERVER«IMY ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION IS THAT THE UNK noun OBJECTS

COULD POSSIBLE BE AIRCRAFT LANDING TO TiZ NORTH AT VASHICETUS [nssmmwesty = |

MAKING A PATTTERN THAT WOULD TAXE THE AIRCRAFT TO THE SOUTH OF A POINT

AT NJ34-38 WEST LONGITUDE 77.49. AND NCRTH LATITUDE 3845, THEN GCING IN

A QUARTER CIRCLE PATTERN TOWARDS WASHINGTON INTERNATICNAL AIRFORT,

IN THIS PATTERN THE RED PART NAVIGATICN LIGHT WOULD BE TOWARDS CRSERVER)

UNTIL PASSING OUT OF SIT: ON HORILLN. IN Rk F.Rl:.hCz. TO ITi:.u 12. O

RN N @ -0 = B * et ™ -.'_

CCKPL}.TION OF THE INTERCEPT I CHECKED WITH Iﬂ‘fHII‘aCTON INT:.P xATE[&#AL AND
THEY STATED THAT IN THE PAST THREE MONTHS A RED FLASHING ANTI CCOLLISICN
LIGHT HAS BEEN INSTALLED ON SEVLRAL CIVILIAN PASSENGER AIRCRAFT. I
SELIEVE THAT THESE LIGHTS COULD POSSIBLY BE CAUSING THE SIGHTINGS CF THE
s FLASHING OBJECT.

22/ 315482 JAN JEPKL
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This navigational aid, a Gm Beacon of 50,000 candle

ANTICO MARINES SAW-—What seems to be a series of
lights. The [lashing light, intelligence officers said, is what Marines at Quantico s
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