PROJECT 10072 RECORD CARD

— o e ——— | —— o om——

5. PHOTOS =
pgq;:.j;cal Speciman
SN

[ 1. paTE 2. LOCATION
Washington, Beorgia (Sharon %
12 Oct 59 Crawforsville Ge.
3, DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION
Local ECO S Ground-VYisual O Ground-Radar
GMT O AirVisuol O Air-Intercept Radar
8. SOURCE

Military & Civilian

7. LENGTH OF OBSERYATION

N/A

8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

Fallin
N/A —Hl;—

1 12. CONCLUSIONS

Wos Belloon
Probobly Balleen
Possioly Balloon

Has Aircroft
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Aircraft

Yas Astronomical
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronomical

QXX Cther__Cloud Seeding
O Insutficient Date for Evaluotion
O Unknown

oo OO0 ooo

10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Gossamer type substance, like spider webs,
‘{continued to fall fm the sky

o

2 hrs. Some witnesses described it as webe

1. COMMENTS

-

The material was analyzed and found

for approximatel to contalin elements used in cloud

b iike strings w/red pea sized cbjs, like

spiders, at the ends.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 28 3EP 57)

seeding cperations.
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| State of Oeorgin oIvIS

Mepariment of Public Safety
R

£3 ) Jemdte

d‘fﬁ*’g;

, (EORCIA.
QCTOBER 13, 1959

a

| 70 WHOM IT MAY CONCERNS

Un the afternmoon of October 12, 1659, 1 was at my residence oOn
- in AU CooTS13e

At approximately 3 otclock in the afternocn of this date, 4
beszan WMOWing MY 1awn in the rear of my home, usinz a motor driven rotor Uype mOWeST.
| As the job of mowing progressed, 1 came to a section nearl a shads tree and T noticed
++.0 white streaks, OT ~nra - Orrectly, grey streaxs extending fron an Bast to rest
direction, approximately eight inches wide and extending for 2 len rth of perhaps ten

! fest each. The calor of this streak was not a bright nor a dull grey, but ol a redium
texture. 1 noticed no 1iznt reflsction from ite.

| Vo ipitial impression was that some vype of mold or fungus Was

i asenlt on the gra3Se -os entire length cf sach blade of grass Was govered and ths STC
self was also covered witn thls matteres 1 noticed no gilken strancds or similar matie

and the aprearancs of this stufi was as 1f someone with 2 air pressure spray type pPair

cun had sprayed the grass.

A*tar looking at it for a few momenis, 1l decided that 1T was 2
or mold and mowed on aCIOSS it. As tae nower went over it, & grey dust rose into e ¢
aroroximately twenly inches high and settlad back to the aarth racidlye.

B g .
-

f+ar mowing the entire saction, I noticed that the coloring

1Pt ar mowing tha yard, 1 1eft my residence and drove up town 2o
there I learmed that someorne nad reported an wnusual cccurence at a point approximate

on Ceorgia Highway numbeT 7. Argomranied by a frienc, o
rove out and looked at +hat appeared to ©e spider web format

-._;-..L-i"

. ihe -~ yian e n amathine 1 1 =118 3 manle ~
| that 1 mentioned that I had something 1nusual in my Sack yalde
!
|
d . " - - : .y ¥ T = L 1 - e R i 1
Returning aome at sunaown, my gife and L wWenv to the spov 1 ui
- b ¥ 1 1 i - < = = 0 , g A s e ‘__, -l o -y 1T
J"‘:.::.f ana 4 T'JQLHJ',-ECI ont wnere vile@ S redn Co COL0T LI nagd been, SLUILE LB VL -_-,--tl'-l - =)
- ‘: =& e | v - S 3 '1_ ’ ,.--L — .l. 1 2 -.Il.l:| f -iil' a1 ‘1 T l;n-- 5 q-l .rl--i r‘.‘ -l! - el B
J ~OLCTAIE had CoO p-l-‘?.-'faEl} 41:3_;.-;~"‘.-&T‘E‘?L afes2Duv avu n2 ena Ol onz 0Ol f OT1ginad Liiieoe
- E N L e | = | P . AN L La P e i
= . - _— - W - | = y T B ' - e Bl=NEE. e
| | J.ullfta of wnere the lines nad bL=an was "'t-.-.l- AlSulEULS2 FOLae dADD WO <
*} L il & vy - 4 1- =% e B L T -"-‘r"“-'l-r" - -
21K e vaan uile SR TCUIC LHis dTA5Se
4
J . 133 T Lot ar Trihg~*
) "'.L-.-."ﬂ 5 wd Lel o b
? —
-‘ _= L.,..-q. e T +’ 5
1 she roticed vhe same streaks. [ive 1t2en a;
~ointed out the smal smount of -rey remaing
" n = I " gt ‘:"I. "‘1 o -.; _— L
‘ the end of her fingsr Through 1t and On ner

1'._;':': ) J i f ﬂ f’_ f‘
~rive ar:e Hf f,I — ‘e -d..;;'.-




State of Georgia

Lep n“imeni of Public Satetn

-'l-i*r""'l' ESPONSIBILITY

. 0, BOX — BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

OCTOEER 13, 19§9.

Since la;t evening, I have not benn.nark in the aregkwhere this ocC
mizht relate to ,this 'occurence,

and 1 have not checked the area sor any other signs that mi

—~— ~PA T TAM
'L.J_._.,t..,l. o Lak & 2o a-i'-.l-q-.rh

'ni:hJ"'I--; _LH B .LUR JIA .

—--...-rIUF Cﬂi'f'ﬁl{!f’f —_— Jw —11 v f/nu .SL'I[ /un .}_""i* E}:JHF Ourn




MEADQUARTERS
2853D AIR BASE Y/ING

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia

TO SPEED DELIVERY OF
YOUR REPLY, PLEASE
ADDRESS COMMUNICATION
TO ATTENTION OF

WRBB

SUBJECT: Unidentified Material (Final Report) 27 October 1959

T0: ATIC
Wright-Patterson AFB, Chio °

1. Attached Laboratory Report is final report on
substance found at location of Sharon, Georgia on

12 October 1959, We believe this matter to hava been
satisfactorily resolved; that subject material is, in
fact, natural phenomenon from cloud seeding efforts,

2, No further investigation is deemed warranted and
case is considered closed,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

v I Wa

OBERT T. RUST 1 Atch
Major, USAF Laboratory Report
Base Provost Marshal
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DESCRIPTION:

Matarial Hesidue allegedly Seen

¥alling From Air in Vieinity of

A C-o- i

PURFOSE ¢

To identify microresidues that may be found on ground 2and equipment

cited area,

TACTUAL DATA:

-

At a home bpetween Sharron, Ceorgia, and

£

Georgzia,

12 Cct 59. A complete report on these sightings will be found elsewnere,

surflaces in

L cobweb-like material was claimed to have been seen in the air by several people
shortly after noon on

Samples were taken from various locations in the area in which the material was
supposad to have fallen, and are as follows:

cample # 1 - dust

w28 only partly exposed during the time of the sizhtingzs.

from 2 table top located outside the house,

This table top

Sample # 2 - small pieces of weathered insulation taken from exterior electrical

wiring ocenhind the house.
tne webs during and shortly a

e

i el

Sample 7 3 - water from the bottom of an inverted galvanized iron wash tub.
Ihis water sunveosedly had been there during the sightingzgs.

Sample 7
Liwn mower was new
LO

!

- crass cuttings taken from the bottom of 2 lawn mower, This
and had .,Pe-n used one tiu-ﬂ G'Ilj in 1:.

l"l—l- -

yard of a ﬂPuSP belonginz
It

(See

ad been used to mow over 1n area discolored by a zray-white powders

el st2toment.)

..'_“ -

Sample
1bove-mentioned ai

. S -
= }1;'?3 -

=

- Taken Iron
scolorec area,

the top suri
sample included soil,

Tnis

ace of u“ﬁ*j across the

lade ua, "lnd *“ee

“

' ey
- ‘Rl TR _.-'.}:",:u.
AR - PRI T i

".L 3.::5,

substance.

LT ey “E:?"i-. AT oy
S A1 e T v Al 7 -9 L
e Ay = Rl < o Ao

1 - .
i !

¥

It was claimed that these wires were covered very heavily with

the sightings, but that the webs zradually disappeared,

-

L’ e 'Il-f.- =
Y 3 E1d |
'Ll!‘ll!“ e -:"_ rl.l




wet chemical analysis of samples for non-metzl el .
tES UL TG
camele 5 1 - No foreicn elemen
= ] iy L] § =
cample 7 2 - Slight Amcount of Silver presznt.
= L ey T -
sample 7 3 - Very slight amount of silver present.
Q 1 ! L4 4 -~} - | %r
sample # 4 - Hizh amount of silver present. .
sample # 5 - Slight amount of silver present.

JJ'
N
3

rr

ﬁ

F.

»
3

-

E:m;las contdained =2lements normally expected to mp in the
cuvﬂ results show cnly the elements "n;cq woula te ;cﬂ;idqr
L :

wet chemical e
\lorine was the only one in sufficient quantity

g LF

-’

&

D

n

S =

8 s

I-..I
n m o

n llﬂeq bu * v
S a_.”....‘! J
SIUMMARY

ticns from such unlikely places as

i

I'ne presence of silver even in small concentrat
the samples were taken is very siznificant, and stronzly indicates that a silver come
pound could have caused the phenomenon. Silver icdide is widely used in cloud seeding,

20d other silver halides have teen used. Research in this field is constantly being

carried on, and it is understood that the Universitiy of Georgia in Athens has bees en-
;1@95 in a research project of this type. It has since been learned that the Locxheed
Gompany in Maristta possibly is also enzaged in a similar program,

- Q ot

i1 "':I

Literature on the subject uses the term "smoks" as cmmiug from silv=r iodide
-ansrators, The 1959 ;r""c;:rpc*a Americana annual states that "plumes of this materiz]
(silver icdide) were succes: '‘ully tracked in mount2incus cuuntry ur to 35 miles downe
sind"®, These terms seem to be descrintive of that which was seen.

r 221t could heave caused

,.l
i.l.l

It 1is 2 good possibility that cioud seedinz with a silw
LA2 phaenomencne.
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22 October 195§ ‘

SUBJEZCT: Flash Report on UFO, Sharon, Georgia |

The follcwing information 15 reported to you because of 3he faet it has
received scme pudblic attentioniand broadcast-over TV staticn Wl of Georgis,
A3 such, the General or his staff may be contacted 1n regard to this matier and.
of course, inquiries will bo made tn you. . *

At 1300 houra. 14 Oct 59. a gossamar silk-like substance ccntinuad tafall frnm
the sky over Sharon, Ca. for almost 2 hours, Aecording to UFO.regulationa,:this ' .
material was-investigated by the Protoat Hnrshal‘u nffiu. Rohbinl AFB Ga. undur ..’ X
the poraaul directiun of Haj. Rust.. * - | 3 R

~Ina telnphona ﬂannraation 'betwqen Haj !'riand and !-Inj Hunt re;:ﬂrding ths
best apprmnh to this problem, it was explained to Maj. Fust that incidents of =
this type (called angels' hair) have bsen reported numerous timea during th& lut
ton ynﬂu Hﬂj. H‘uat a adriaed tn uc:llect smp].ea of this ﬂubstancm : e

F g 1 - '- - =

Acaerdingly. Pnf the Georgia Stata Police vas able to- mthnr a
smll partim of this substance which; through 2 investigators assigned by Maj.. i
Rust, was”submitted to tht ch-miuls and mterials hhnrator:r. Hobbins A¥E fnr £

mu-u. ks e

T . r s L - i . By & - - -

. T - _-If I "‘.'l-r _-. = t .’y W iy - B & - b i . = -~ ( .
_-‘. * - _1.. - | - ; _F h 5 0 & L s : i

L] 4
3 el
=

L]

& m raport mde by th& nuponiaory ahmiata of. this la‘bnratcry. baaad nn a
cursory analysis, subdstantially is as follows: The material is effectively a
silver halid end a halogen $ype compound which may be e form of industrial waste,
A more detailed ahmiul aminatinn will be reguired to astahliah the exmét 2
¢ompaaitim. * R AR S Se TRAES

_ Galml Ehoop: Th:ln"is scm'ovhat similar to cases whare mduaurial gubstances -
hays been aspewed into the air and carried for great distances, suah ag, ce.llulose. 3
cattan 11nt, and other gauoua mtou.' 8 * | ¥e " vl
S J‘hj. !ri.onﬁ plottad tha 'urind dirautinn. which was ganerllly W to E. -
found the industrial towns of Atlanta (70 milu) and Augusta (approximately 30
miles) were almost due west of Sharom, Ga., the scene of this UFO cese..




HEADQUARTERS
Z2853D AIR BASE VING

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia

TO SPEED DELIVERY OF
YOUR REPLY, PLEASE

ALQDDRESS COMMUNI
TO ATTENTION OF

CATION

WRBB

SUBJECT:

TO:

Unidentified Material 15 October 1959

ATIC
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

I, At approximately 1300 hours 12 October 1959, 3ib.

SR . Announcer, WA Radio Station,
W Ceorgia, reported by telephone to Mr. C,
L. Parkerson, Deputy Base Provost Marshal, Robins

AF Base, that unidentified objects were falling from the
sky in and around the City of Washington, Georgia.

2. MSgt James L. Hopkins and TSgt Frank Miguel, Air
Police Supervisors, Base Provost Marshal Division,
RAFB, were assigned to conduct a preliminary investi-
gation of this incident. Sgt's Hopkins and Miguel arrived
on the scene at 1720 hours 12 October 1959, At this time
the weather was clear and no clouds were observead,

Further, no objects ‘?ere observed falling from the sky

by Sgt's ’ and The following personnel
were interviewed:

a. Y SR, R - dio,
~ Ga; age, 34; education, college. (Attach=-

ment Nr, 1)

b. ' WM C:owiordville, Ga;

age, 35; education, high school, (Attachment Nr. 2)

c. RIS, Vil cs County;

age, 65, (Attachment Nr. 3)
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Fire Dept;
Washington, Ga; age, 58. (Attachment Nr. 4)

e, housewife; age, 59;
Sharon, Ga. (Attachment Nr. 5)

¢, < Ccor iz State Patrol,

Post Nr. 17; Washington, Ga. (Attachment Nz, 6)

3. A review of the statements made Dy the above listed per=-
sonnel revealed the following:

a, The objects sighted were f.;lesc:ribed at two (2)
different elevations. At about 2,000 feet, and when directly
in line with the sun, the objects were described as artificial
snow or angel hair; at tree-top level, the objects were des=-
cribed as threads from 10' to 50' long connected at 3/4"
intervals by minute particles resembling snow flakes, The
color of these threads was reported to be the same color
as a spider web., The observers stated that many thousands
of these thread=-like objects were seen floating in the air and
falling to the ground. Approximately ten (10) of the ''threads”
were reported to have a small pea size red object, resembling
a spider, at one end, When hitting the ground OT becoming
lodged on tree limbs or wires, the threads would remain
visible for a few minutes and then disappear.

b. The objects were observed at the following locations
and times:

(1) Three and a half (3 1/2) miles north of Sharon,
Georgia at the farm house of Mr, ‘ located on Highway
Nr. 47. The objects were first noticed at about 1145 hours

12 October 1959 by 2 woman, identified only as 'Y, when
she looked directly into the sun. A h

resident of subject farm house, who was called from the

I~
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house by 'Wllll§; in substance gave the following account
of what she first observed: 'I saw an object traveling at
not too fast a rate of speed from southzast to west. There
was a stream of illusive substance traveling behind which
seemed as large as the vapor from a jet plane. It (the
object) was as large as a football and either brown or
black in color and at no time vered (veered) from the

course, !

(2) The residence of NN S
DNREEes: Vashington, Georgia. Objects were

ohserved at about 1400 hours 12 October 1959,

(3) Eighteen (18) miles northeast of Washington,
Georgia on Highway 79, Objects were noticed at about 1500

hours 12 October 1959,

c. NN Ceorgia State Patrol, stated that

at about 1500 hours 12 October 1959, while mowing his lawn
in the rear of his residence located on Grove Street in
Washington, Georgia, he observed on the grass of his
lawn two (2) white or gray streaks, approximately 8 inches
wide and ten (10) feet long, extending from east to west,
He did not know how these streaks got on his lawn, Sgat
Hamerick stated that he observed the streaks for a few
moments, decided that they were a fungus or mold,

and mowed across them, As the lawn mower went over
the streaks, a gray dust rose into the air about twenty (20)
inches high and settled back to the earth rapidly. Samples
of the dirt in Sgt Hamerick's yard, and grass from his
lawn mower, were taken for chemical analysis by Mr,
Robert Boyd, Chemist, Materiel Division, RAFB,

On 14 October 1959, Mr, William Sheppard, Supervisor
FB, reported that the samples obtained

from Sgt yard contained silver halides micro
residue, plete analyses of the samplas has not
been completad as of the date of this report,

Chemist,




d. The weather conditions in and around Washington,
Georgia were as follows: visibility 12 miles; 1/10 cloud cover;
winds from the east at 5 knots; 080 degrees, The wind direc-
tion and velocity at 6, 000 feet was 330 degrees, 10 knots., The
temperature gradient was minus 2° C/1,000 feet.

4. Contacts were made to check on possible sightings and/or
contamination of the air by objects in and around Washington,
. Georgia with RAFB Weather Personnel and Georgia State
| Health Department Laboratory, Macon, Georgia. Negative
' results were obtained,

5. The following activities were consulted:

Det 13, 4th Weather Gp ~ Major Wilson

6th District OSI - Lt Colonel Bitcon

Base Operations - Major Porter

Chemical and Materials Laboratories - William Sheppard
Det 11, 12 RBS - Captain James H. Maclnnis

6. Upon receipt of final chemical analyses and any conclusions
to he drawn therefrom, a final report will be submitted.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

ROBERT T. RUST 7 Atch

Major, USAF l. Stmt of

Base Provost Marshal 2. Stmt of
3. Stmt of
4, Stmt of

5. Stmt of ‘
6. Stmt of SiNNEEGNG—

7. Map of Washington,
Ga Area
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the explanation is not immediately obvious, are investigated. On
the afternoon of October 12 1050, officials at Robkins Air Force
huse, Georgia, received a telephone call stating that unidentified

stances were falling from unknown objects in the sky near
the town of Washington. Two Air Force investicators arrived in the
town before evening to interview the witnesses and examine the
material.

The first sichting had occurred shortly before ncon. when a farm
woman noticed an object in the sky, traveling not particularly fast
trom scutheast to west. A stream of peculiar-looking substance,
broad as the vapor trail of a jet plane, was trailing behind and
floating toward the earth. The object itself was “as large as a foot-
ball,” brown or black in color, and maintained a perfectly straight,
even course. A few hours later in a town a few miles northeast, a
man mowing his lawn noticed on the grass two whitish-gray streaks
about ten feet long and eight inches wide, extending from east to
west, Deciding that the peculiar streaks were a funzus or a mold,
lie mowed across them; at once a gray dust rose about twentyv inches
into the air and then settled back to earth,

The Air Force investigators took samples of the dusty earth and

arass for analysis. Chemical tests showed the presence of silver io-

f
L

lide. Finding silver in such an uniikelv place posed a problem, but

also pointed the wayv to a solufion. Silver iodide and other silver
Falides are used in cloud seeding to produce rain; long “plumes”
of this material. ¢jected from planes, have been successinily tracked

meuntainous country for distances of thirtv-five miles downwind.

A few questions in the right places produced the answer: research
teams from the University of Georgia at Athens and from the Lock-
at Marietta had been in the air that dav. carrving out

. 1 . . s ¥ 'l : '] : — ¥ ! 1 - ) . T Y
cxperiments in cloud seeding, The angel hair was the silver iodide

used in the experiment [10],
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