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1 . The attached is fonmrded to you for 
..........._direct reply . Please furnish SAFLL ,.fi th e copy 

or .J ot..t re9ly. · 

" 2 . .\ction Officer: SAFLL 
~<:tension: 57394 
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NEVI YORK CITY AFFILIATE 
OF 

,. 

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE ON AER IAL PHENOMENA 
• 

President-Correspondent Admin . Vico Pnn id" r 

I 00 Eost 21st St. - Apt. 221 

Brooklyn 2o, New York 

WHite Plains 8-477: 

Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
\vhi te House 
1600 ·Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington~ D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

fiJarch 29 , 1960 

Please permit me a little of your busy time to ask on behalf of my 
organization several questions on matters of concern to us all. on 
the brink of bursting the erstwhile limite of our spatial horizons, 
we seek simply the truth about these matters. 

1. The official publication of NICAP (National Investigations Committee 
on Aerial Phenomena, of Which Donald E. Keyhoe, l1a.jor ~ usr~ I Ret ... is 
Director) refers to an Air Force statement which is contrary to .F'ederal 
Aviation Agency report3. --

The AF-F~~ confliction concerns the alleged sighting of an 
unidentified flying object (UFO) on September 24 , 1959 near Redmond, 
Oregon. NICAP states that FAA proof of the f acts of the s ighting , proof 
which is officially logged FAA evidence 1 includes: details of a chase by 
four AF F-102 jets, a description of the UFO and an AF report of trackine 
the object by radar for over one hour. Tbese FAA reports were signed by 
L. E. Davis, Chief 1 Redmond Air Traffic Communication Station, and 
William F. Zauche, Jr., Chief, Air Route Traffic Control Center, Seattle. 
The reports, sent to NICAP, were accompanied by a conf irming letter from 
Eugene s. Kropf, Assistant to the Reg ional Manager, FAA Region 4, Los 
Angeles. NICAP states that the FAA reports are at NICAP headquarters 
in Washington, D.C •• 

NICAP states that on January 19, 1960, it recei~1ed the folloflling 
statement, which was signed by Ma j or Lawrence J . Tacker~ Pentagon Public 
Information Off icer handling UFO information: 11 The ATIC ac count of th e 
sighting fails to r eveal any evidence of radar t r acking or any success 
of the attempted intercept . It is the ATIC opinion that th is object was 
probably a balloon ••• " 

Mr . President, do you think that the Air Force should 
be requested to make, immediately, a complete and 
public explanation of t his case? 

(!!lore ) 

NICAP NYC 
-~----------·----·~-· • ' •• • t . ·· - · •• • • ·~~~-· 
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2. NI CAP has r ef erred to l;he published st3.t ament oi' Rear .-1.dmlra l 
Delmer s . Fah:'ney, USdJ Ret ., famed a s the "f a t her of t;nid ed mi3 s ile s , 11 

which reveals his r ealization of th e nec ess i t y to know the fact o abou t 
obj ects whi ch r eportedly enter ou~ atmospher e at hi gh s peeds . 

Do you respect this man's opinion on this subject? 

3. I£ our Air Force f ound that there are some objects --now r eferr ed 
to as UFOS -- l'lhich originate from planets other than earth, then do 
you think the American public, if given such information~ would take 
that news sensibly and in stride? 

4. Do you think the American public should be told all f acts relating 
to all unidentified flying objects? 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your 
courtesy and attention on this. We are deeply appreciative. Your reply 
will aid us in our fair evaluation of the subjects in question • 

• 
• 

-· 

• 

esident, New York City Affiliate of N: 

• 

• 
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• 
• • • 

<1> HAMILTON FLIGHT SERVICE FOCST 
• • • . 6, 000 (2) SSE 5 . 

• • • • • • • • 

• I 
350/20' 010/20 

• 

330/15 

~) HIGH THIN 
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I. 28TH AND. 2'TH AOIV NOTIFIED AT 24/1232Z AN D 24/1244Z SCRAMBLE 
~ ~ . . . • 

LATER OUT OF PORTLAND AFB ORG 
• 

• • • 
• 

• • 
• • 

• • 

• . , . .. - . ... 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• .. 
• 

J. JI~GO 36 S47 MOUNTAIN HOME: AFB IDAHO ROUND ROBIN IN AREA AT 36'000FT 
• • 

• • • • 
tt:GATIVE SIGHTING . ~.: . ./;:- . ,· ." .~fi..' I • 'y • .. • • • J • 

' • .. • & 
• • • I 

• • 

~ HAMILTON FLT SVC ' CLNC OFFICER WAS REC!IVlNG CONINUOUS REPORTS 
• 

• • FROM SEATTLE ARTC C!NTER RELAYING 'OR ROM RADIO 
• . ~ 

L. N/ A . 
• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• • • • • 

t 't. I 

• 

FOUR PROTRUDING LIGHTS WOULD GO OU AND THEN COME BACK ON AND FAN 
• 

• • 

TAILED ON THE END~ AT APPROXIMATELY 24/1259Z SEPT DISAPPEARED INTO 
• 

I . 

• 

• 
-~· 

• 

CLOUDS AT 14000"FT ACCENDING APPROXIMATELY 4000FT PER MINUTE PROT.RUD!'~ G 
• • 

COLORED LIGHTS WHERE OUT BUT ORANGt LIGHT SIMILAR TO JET BLAST CA~E 
• 

• 

FROM BOTTOM. SIGHED AGAIN AT APPROX 2~/1325Z BY REDMOND CMR. WERTZ) 
• 

F'AA STATION ESTIMATING 35000F SOUTH EAS RAVELING SOUTH AT GOOD · 
·~ . 

SPEED 25 TH . ADIV CAPT HESS USAF NOTIFIED · 

~R WERTZ HOME PHONE NUMBER l.I BE 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

,. 

• .. ' , . 
• 

• • • 
• 

• • ;c. 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
~IS I NFO RELAYED BY MR 

:ENTER ~ASHINGTON HOME ADORE~ 

SUPERVISOR SEATLE ARC 
I 

v ·,.. 
UTH FEDERAL WAY WA SH 

• 

DISA?PERED 24/1319Z • 

• • • 
• -• 

• • • • 
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r ~ CO~DR 827 ACWRON SQ KENO ORE 

TO RJ:ZHQ/ SECRETARY OF THE AIR FOPCE 

1~FO RJWZSB/COMDR 1902 AACS 
• 

RJ EDSQ/COMDR ATIC 

RJWZBH/CO MDR 25TH AIRDIV 
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I 
• 

• 

• 
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• 

UNCLASS/827TH OPS Bl o ATTN ~ SAS 01-3Do SUBJECT: REFERENC E TELEPHONE 

r ?O M MAJOR TACKER, THIS DATE o 

~ o THE CLASSIFIED LOGS FOP THIS STATIO N FOR 24 SEPTEMBER ~959 

~ .\VE BEEN THROUGHLY FESEAP CHED AND THE FOLLOlJ.liNG INFORMATION 

~ XTRACTED AND PARAPHRASED o 

t300Z-ACTIVE AIR DEFENSE SCRAMBLE OF TWOF-1 02 S FROM 

~CRTLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT TO IDENTIFY UNKNOWN FLYING 

03JECT o CNOTE: THIS UFOB WAS GI VEN THE TRACK NUMBER OF JB129 o . 

~ ~ E RECORD ER S LO GS FOR THAT DATEi WHICH ~OULD SHOW SPEED AN D 

. T !TUDE PERFORMANCE OF THE TRACK HAVE BEEN DESTROYED o REFERENCE: 

. --

• 

• 

. - .. .., . . . ~ ·.. ....... . ' . , .. . .. . -. .. ..,_ . .. . . 
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UFO SIGHTI~IG 

!?2D~:CND , J FGGON SIGHTIJ iG 
24 ueptcmber 1959 

-
• 

• 

• - ' - . 

• 

• • • • 

• 

On 24 Sept embe r 1959, a t 1 2002 (0400 local ), Nr Robert Di ckerson , a polic.e:nan of , 
ReQ~~r.d , Oregon, sighted a n unidentified flying object . Unable to i dentify t he ~ ~ 
object , Hr. Dicker son d r ove to the Redr.lond F.\A f ncili t.y and c:>ntactod Mr I..avern'3 V 
··!ertz, operator on duty. Hr Dickerson e.nd l"Ir. ~·Iertz descr ibed the obje ct a s &"1 ex­
tremely bright light very l ow on the horizon in the northeastern sky. Both 'd tnesses 
stated that thG object appeared to move erratical~ around a principal point and to 
JT.ove rapidly toward and away from them. TotaJ. observati~r... time was approrlma.tely ona 
hour a t uhich tj me l11r Hertz stated that the object a ppea r ed to zoom straight up at 
gr eat speed. 

A.fter observing the object for severalminutes with Mr. \'iertz, Officer Dicker son 
attempted to get clo~er to the object by dri7ing in an eastward direction. After rive 
miles and no apparent change in the appea rance of the object the office r gave up the 
attempt and Mr \•Tertz reported the presence of t he object t o the FAA a t Sl3attle by"Hot­
?none". The Seattle FAA facility contacted the 827th A(;l<'iRON (Aircraft Control and 
~·laming Squadron) located at Keno, Oregon, and asked if they had a t a r get in the 
Richmond .:1rea and the senior controller answered in the affirmative. Six F-102' s, 
cne F-89, one H-29(Helicopter), and one civili~n Tri-Pacer equipped with a geige~ 
counter were vectored to the target area with negative r esults. The interceptors did 
not make visual or radar contact and the Tri-Pacer reported negative on r adiation. 
After the U!'lsuccessful intercept, the 25th Air Division ordered the track n'=mber 
assigned to this target scrUbbed. 

• 

The UFO report made to ATIC did not contain any information concerning the radar 
target, but concerned itself only with the visual sighting by ~fr. Dickerson and Mr. 
·t'iertz. The reason the radar experience was omitted is that the Air Force recognized 
~1at the two sightings were reallY separate events. The FAA log associated the visual 
and radar sightings. These logs were later mede avaiJable to Major DonaJ d E. Keyhoe 
and he attempted to exploit them in an effort to prove that the Air Force was ·-ri.tholding 
info nnation. . 

ATIC interviewed Officer. Dicke:-son, Mr. Wertz, am Major Creas:n:m of the 8.27th .AO.VRON, 
and confirmed the fact that the visual and radar sightings were associated only as 
.coincidences. This conversation also narrowed down the direction and elevation, the 
apparent motions, and the colors and their arrangement associated with the object. 
From this information it was concluded that the cause for the ,'7isual sighting was the 
refraction of light from the planet Venus. The direction of the planet coincides with 
~hat reported for the object, and the planet had a stellar magnitude of-4.2, o~ about 
2.5 tjmes bright3r than the brightest star. At the initial time of the sighting the 
pla."'let 1-1as slightl,7 below the horizon and '"as brought into view by the bending of light 
( refraction) b,r the atmosphere. L~:onsistencie9 L~ the atmosphere probabl1 caused the 
object tc appear to have radial motion ( towa1--d and a\vay :f~om the observer). 

7h.3 r adu.r return 't'las detsrm.ined to ha-ve been caused by ~ gap-filler antenna. Under 
c~rtain atmospheric conditions this e .. ntenna appears on the scope of the 827th AGr,•lRON, 
~~d has been oboerved several times since t~e 24 September 1959 sighting. 

-
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AFM t8 1- 5PAR 1 904 09 ~ PAGE 168 9 DTD 20 FEBR UARY 1958 9 RECO RDER 5 

LOGS AND INTER CEPT ACTION RE?OPTS W1LL BE DESTROYED AFTER THREE MONTHS ) o 

13 11Z-A!RCRAFT AIRBOR NE UNDER CONTFOL OF MOUNT HEBO RADA R SITEo 

1420Z ~ AIRCRAFT PETURNED TO BASE WIT H NEGATIVE RESULTS o 

1452Z- TWO MORE AIRCRAFT SCRAMBLED FROM PORTL AN D FOR CONTROL OF 

THIS RADAR SITE o 

1517Z- 25TH AIR DIVISION OFDERED TWO MORE F ~ 102 S TO BE HELD IN 

READINESS o • 

1529Z-AIRCRAFT RETURNED TO PORTLAND WITHOUT RESULTS o 

• 

1608Z-ONE F-102 SCRAMBLED FROM POFTLA ND FOR CONTROL Of TH I S RADAR SITE o 

1613Z-ONE CIVILIAN TFI - PACEF AIRCRAFT TOOK OFF FROM REDMOND · 
. 

AIRPORT FOR LOW ALTITUDE SEARCH o ONE OF THE CREW MEMBERS WAS 

EQUPED WITH A GElGER COUNTER o 

1614Z·F-102 AIRBORNEo • 

1655Z·F·102 PILOT REPORTED SEEING TWO BOATS ON THE LAKE AT 

PAULINA MOUNTAIN A~ID A PADIO RELAY STAT!ONo HE ALSO REPORTED 
• 

SCATTERED CLOUD CONDITIO NS AND THAT THE AIR WAS BUMPY o 

1718Z- SCRAMBLED ONE F-102 FROM POPTLAND FOR CONTROL OF THI S 

RAD AR SITE o THIS AIFCRAFT REPORTED Cl.OUDS FROM 20 , 000 DOWN 

TO 12 9000 MSL o A FOPEST RANGER STATION WAS SIGHTED NE AR 

Page 2 of 5 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FO~C! 
STAFf M&SSAGe DJVISION 

WCUSSifteD MESSAGE 

J NC'OMING • 

- ~ 1 JL IN A L A KE S o T HI S IN F 0 P. 1>t1 AT .£ 0 N W A S T HE~ PASSE 0 T 0 THE S r:: N I 0 R 

CO NTROLLER AT. THE CO~ AT OPERATIONS CENTER AT 25TH AIRDIVISION o 

lo 21Z- iP!aPACER RETURNED TO REDMOND WITHOUT RE SULTS o NO OBJECTS 

SIG KTED AND NO RADIATION NOTED IN THAT AREAo 

• 

~ 82 4Z - SCRAMBLED ONE F-89 FROM PORTLAND FOR CONTROL OF THIS SI!Eo· 

!929Z-F-89 RETURNED FOR RECOVERY WITH NEGATIVE RE SULTS o 

!949Z· SENIOR CONrROLLE~ AT 25TH AIR DIVISION ORDERED SCRAMBEL 

SF H-19 HELICOPTER OUT OF KINGSLEY FIELD o -
2154Z-H-19 LANDED AT REDMOND WITH NEGATIVE RES UL TSo 

• 

-
2155Z-25TH AIR DIVISION OPDERED TRACK NUMBER JB 129 SCRUBBED o - ·.-,. 

220:SZ-AIR DEFENSE EXER·CISE TERMINATED BY 25TH AIR DIVISION o 

<NOTE: SEVERAL SCRAI,ffiLESp INTERCEPTS AND RECOVERIES WERE PER"" 

FO RMED BY DIVISION RADAR SITES AS PART OF THE EXERCISE DURING 

THE P:RIOD REPORTEDo> 
• 

22:SOZ-H-19 OREDERED TO RETURN TO KINSLEY FIELD o 

Bo THFs.S:NJ.OR JIRECTOR ON DUTY AT THE TIME THE OBJECT WAS FIRST 

~E?ORTED WAS CAPTAIN GORDAON Ro TOLAND p A018637799 WHO WAS 
• 

: RANSFERRED OVERSEAS TO ICELA~~ AIR DEFENSE SECTCR 9 APO 81 9 

:i E.'» YOURJ< 9 PER S?ECIAL ORDER A- 198 9 THIS HEADQUARTERS 0 DATED 

: FE9~ UARY 1960 o 
• 
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I NCOMI'NG 
PAG E FOUR R JWZD ~G 4 

C o ThREE OT HER DI RECT ORS wHO WERE ON DUTY FROM 1500Z TO ? 400Z ON 

24 SE:-T EMBER HAVE BEEN ~NTE'RVIEWEO AND RECALL THE FOL LOtiJ ING: 

l o THE RADAR RETURNS BEAP ING TPACK NUMBER JB129 DID NOT MOVE 

DURING THIS PERIODo 

2 o THE RADAR RETURN WAS IN A POSIT ION VERY CLOSE TO A GAP F"ILLER 

ANTENNA LOCATED ON A MOUNTAIN AT THE 8010 FOOT LEVEL o 

3o REPEATED PASSES WERE MADE BY INTE~CEPTORS AT LEVELS FR OM 

40 9 000 DOWN TO 1 2~000 9 THE INTERCEPTORS BEING DIRECTED 

THROUGH OUR RADAR RETURN OF JB 129 o NO INTER CEPTOR RECE!VED 

A RADAR RETURN ON HIS AIRBORNE RADAR o AT ALT1TUDES BELOW 
. . ~ 

~ ... " 
• 

• 
12 9 000 MSl VISUAL SEARCH WAS CONDUCTED UNDER VFR CONDIT IO NS 

WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS o 

4 oSINCE 24 SEPTEMBER 1959 SEVERAL INST ANCES HAVE BEEN OBSERVED 

BY THESE DIRECTORS WHERE I N NON- MOVING RADAR RETURNS APPEAR IN 

THE SAME LOCATION AS THOSE OF JB 129 o IT IS THEIR OPINION THAT 

UNDER CERTAIN ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS, RADAR ECHOES FROM THE 

GAP FILLER ANTENNA IN THAT LOCATION ARE RECEI VED o THIS 
.. 

IS PHrS!CALLY POSSIBLE AND PROBABLE UND EP APPROPRIATE ATMOSPHERIC 

CODITIONSo 

5o NO SPECIFIC UFOB REPORT WAS SUBMITTED BY THIS SQUADRO N7 

?age 4 c!." 5 
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PAGE FI VE P J'-"ZCMG 4 
• 

A~ fhO UGH ALL INFOR MATIO~ OBTA I NED WAS fOR~A RD£0 BY VO~CE 

COMMUNI CATION 7 0 THE 25TH AIR DI VI SIO N FOR INCLUSION IN THEIR 

REPORT o 

THE INTELLIGE NCE SECTION AT 25TH AIR DI VISIO N (250IN> HAS 
. 

COMPILED ADDIT ! ONAL INFORMATION ON THIS INCIDENT o IF YOU 

DESIR!: FURTHER INFORMATION IT IS SUGG ESTED THAT THAT OFFI CE 

BE QUER lED o 

BT 

24/2305Z MAR RJ~ZDMG 
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At 1$00 30 March 1960, S~t Rolfe, 25th Air Divisi on called t o 
repor t that the ga? fille r antenna is located close t o La pine, O~egon . 

He also stated that the radar site had sean t ho saF.e ob jec t. quite often. 
( quite often to rr.ean more t han 3 t~es but l ess tbAn 10, but no specific 
period for ~hese observations). The si te would not corr.rr.it therr.selves 
as to whe ther this gap filler antenna was consi der ed as part of the 
nor-mal background for the station. 

Corr$.unication people of t he 25th ADIV do not believe th gap f iller 
antenna was responsible for the returns~ but rather a mountain ~ peak 
which is normaly out ·of range. Targets of t hi s type are typical of -

• 

• 

,.. 

• 

• • 
' 

f .. 
• 

•• 

• 

I 

• 
' 

• 

I 

I 

coast:U and mountainous areas, occuring approximately 8 to 10 t imes a year • . ':·- ~ 
No additional witnesses, other than t he t wo already reported, c ould be 
found to confirm the visual sighting . . 

The 827th ACWRON is located at Keno, Oregon. The gap f iller 
antenna. is located on South Pauline peak. South Peak is 98 naut ical miles 
MKE of Keno, and Jh.5 nautical miles south of Redmond Radio· • 

In view of tne above information, the ATIC teels there is no valid 
reaaon to cbange the original ~Oi4 evaluation. 
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.- t-• .&d {'~ , ~ .. , 

:~. 1 3? l~i.{) 

-r· ~ f~ll~i:~ ~ tbe o~i».l ~rd• oll til:a a t tb l:1 :t'£utlli~7 
a :7i i:l all t. C. :l !l.f ~ !'3& \ioll ooll'tt& 1 ... sd 1D ~h Lu re 1t0rl oo-aefl :-J11 %!4 
's;.;'O :~~hted ~:pt••'ber 24, 1~9. 1a~all !:r·osa l oa o! thla d~tA. 

Ro~rt Diak~l"~ R-a.ODII oit y ;,ol1t• re)C>re..d r~trugs 'bl'ig!rl 
l:l..i!rt. d•••sm.413JS :ro.}al.aJ.r :.or~b ot the t~+Atica. 1t. t.m?tt!"'4l 
ht!M7- r ... , 1~ •'io,, •• •:J• bo 'IJ' •• tn .. -ntral. :Ji~u~a. 211 ei..,..., t.w.ri it 011 ~:.. P:i.~•Yill~ \ai&~ a !ki tU12Ls•l 1.e 1.~ 
~~ a! ;yorl. .i'\ ~1• t i•• ~,.,, li1ll't. t tns.~ s_"'W 1~ ao rsli 
~ ~ . ~~ ~l t~ nat.loa 7.,, np1dl.7. li•lortll~ 
~p!Jroxi:Mt.~ lO sil•e ~ o! , ._ ~t.f.icna ••t.taat ·•d 3000 
f "H\. 

• •• 

~,_.A •teJ•n ~ S la\1Je Air P.owt.a Co!lbol C•ate!-. ' a .,o~t-:.hbl4 
te oc•a~'• 310. ~~ oe11 ~&ad proJ••t44 1~ 4 ~· 
~ l·si, ,-.u .. •lad lilb't.. ~ .. ~· ot l.l(ht ~ 
u l~ Ull e.x'\en.l.d ... ~•'~•• a\ Ulii!''J.-r t '1,1t1a, 0, ••• ,,~ ~ ., ••• Si.~ fJM1 30U\~8al\. ~-

~l"'!l~ A}'PI'ITI•4tbt ll ~}'0 ~ti:I:C ~··~ 4J ... ~, OOfl•l"7,ed l..,DS 
,... .. ll.- a."'d :rn.t fl••• t~ l$JIJ- ttU• u 010 ~- n.:pii l 7 3 lld 
~u •• "~·J2"14 a~ ~lo.ta eatta'\•• u,eco f_,, lilla\-s.r~ h,.,r. 
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Re uor t as record~d 
~ 

T~e cla3sified logs fo~ this station for 24 Sep~ember 1959 ~ave been 

c~orou~hly resea~ched a~d ~he fo llowi ng i nformation ~~trac~ed~ 

1300 zulu, active Air Defens e scramp1e of 2 F-102 f r om ?ortl and I nterna tional 

Air port to i dentify un:.<.:no·.rn f "' 6b~ct. Note t~ is UFO~ was given the 

t rack designation of JB-129. The recorders l ogs for t hat dat e w3icb show 

speed and altitute performance of the t rack have been destorJed. Reference 

A-~ 181-5, para 190409, page 168 , dated 20 Feb 1958 which states that 

recorders logs and intercept action reports will be destroyed a fter 3 months. 

1311 zulu. Aircraft airborne under control of Mt. Hebe radar s i t e. 

l h20 zulu. Aircraft re~urned to base with negative results. 

1452 zulu. 2 more aircrart scrambled from Portland for control of this ~, 
• 

t~~~~ radar site. 
• 

1517 z•.llu. 25th Air Division,ordered 2 more F-102 to be held in readiness. __ 

1529 zulu. Aircraft returned to Portland without results. 

1608 zulu. 1 F-102 scrambled from Portland f or contr ol of t~is r adar site. 

1613 zulu. 1 civilian Tri Pacer aircraft took off from Redmond Airport 
for low altitude search. One of the cr~w mbmers was equipped 
with geiger counter. 

1614 zulu. F-102 airborne. 

1655 zulu. 

1700 zulu. 

• 

F-102 pilot reported seeins two boats on la ~e at Paulina Mounta i n 
and a ~ -'\.004'> .._~A~t\M bt"Ca. He also reported scattered 
~loud conditions and that the air vas b~mpy . 

25th Air Division began an Air Defense exercise 

1718 zulu. Scrambled 1 F-102 from Portland for con~rol of thi s site. This 
aircraft reported clouds from 20,000 down to 12 , 000 msl. A 

~{ _. Jrf<.C,J..~W a~V.: si\1!1 Jeh!._. vas sighted near ?aulina Lake . This 
~ information vas passed t o the senior con~roller 3t t~e Combat 

Oaeratior.s Center at 25th Air Division . 

• 

1821 zu l u. ~ri ?acer ~e~urned to rte~~ond withou~ 

and no radiation noted in ~he area . 
ro - , ·1 - S 
- , to:l U-~ • No cb j ects s i ghted 

• 

• 



, 
- -1.:321 :.ulu . Scramb l ed l ? -J 9 f rom ?o r~l3nd f or con t r a :. or' t~ is lt te . 

1··- ;; zu l u . S~ !l ior con"t.rol ~~r ar. 25th Air Di vi3ion or-:e:-e'i .J Cr3::-0 L~ Jf' !:! - L9 
~ , • 1 

ho l i"' ..._,... ~ ::> r - _ ,.., ..,., '\., .. - 3 ~y 
• .,;;;- - .J!;J~ C: -'- -·" . - · ·~ - -

""'-.:::. J. .) " ,. , J ' . - _u • 

21 :>5 Air Di ·ris .:.Qn ordered trac~ lfo J3 - 129 d~rub~ed . 

2~'J 3 ;:;.J l u . Air Def ense ex~rcise term i ne-r.ed. by 25'Ch Air Divis ion 

.Not e: Several scramb l es, intercepts, and~ ~Y-H<.~ were performed 
by control of this radar site as part of ~ne exercise dur i ng the 
period reported . 

22~0 zulu . Helicopter ordered to return t o Kingsley Field 

'i'he Senior controller on duty a t th£! t ime the ob j ect was fi1"st reported 

vas Captain Gordon R. Poland, AO 1863779 vho was transfrred overseas to 
• 

Icel~nd Air Defense Sectior, APO 81, New York by special Order A-198, ·this 

~q , dated l Feb 1960 . T~e other directors who were on duty f r om 1500 

z~l~ 'CO 2400 zulu on 24 September have been intervie~ed and recall the -
f ollowing: 

1. The radar return bearing t rack No. JB-129 did no-c move during 

• 
t'!:li3 -oeriod. -

2. The rada~ return was in a position 
the 

~ ntennallocated on a mountain a~~8,010'level. 

close to gap filler 

• 

3· Repeated passes vere made by the intercep~ors a t levels from 

--

• 

uo ,ooo down to 12,000 feet. T~e interceptors bei~ d:~ec ~ed ~~=out~ our radar 

~etur~ :<B - 129 . No in-r.erceptor received a =sdar re tur= ~n his ai=borne r adar . 

~~ al~itudes belov 12,000 ' msl visual search vas conducted under / ?R 

condicions with nega-cive results. 

h . S i:1ce 24 Sept. 1~59 , s e,re :-a .:. ins~ances ':'!a·;~ been ob se :-ved by 

• ~,,~ 

'-· _,:, Eq ~herein no ~07i~g :-3da= :-e t ur ns dppea r ed in cne sa~e ~oca ~ ion as 

~~~s e of J3 - 129 . I~ i3 ~~eir opi~ion ~~at. Jnder ~er~ain atmosp~eric 

~ 
Cv~~i~ions, radar e~~oes ~rom the @a?A ante~,a in t.ha t. locst.ion are received . 
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T~1 is i s physically poss i o l e a nd p :-obab ly under appr opria t.e a-:rno::~ ~heric 

5· ~o 3peci~ic u?C~ r epu; t v a s 3ubrni ~~ed o v t~is acuadron 
v • 

a : though a l l informa~ion ob ~ai~ed ~as 
n 

for.1a~d by ·.roice co rnmu:1ication to the 

25th Air Diviaion f or i nclusion in their report. 

The Intelligence Section at 25th Ai r Divis ion has compiled additional · 

i nformation on this incident. If you desire further info~ation, it is 

suggested that t hat offi~e be queried. 
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P.edmond, Oregon Si ghting - 24 Sept 1959 

1. !~ajor Friend, by telephone , contacted Mr Laverne ~>i artz, F A.A. , 
Re~~ond, Oregon,~~ Rober~ Dickerson, policeman, Re~ond , Or egon and .~ 
Hajor Creasman, 827th ACi.BON, Kgno, Oregon . 11:- \..Jertz stated that the V 
object which was seen at 12002 (0400 local) was brought to his attentio~ 
by officer Dickerson. ~~lertz and Dickerson both described the object as 
an extremely bright light in the r.ortheastern sky.. and very l ow on the 
horizon. The object appeared stat~onary, except for apparent erratic 
motion around its principal poL,ts. The object was observed for more 
than one hour. r~ Wertz reported the object t o ARTC at Seattle, who in 
turn contacted the 827th ACWRON for identification. Interceptors were 
scrambled from Seattle and surv~yed the area under the control of the 
827th. A civilian tri-pacer equipped with a geiger counter was scrambled 
from Red.'"Ilond. The results of all inter cept attempts were unsuccessful. 

2. Major Creasman, 827th AONRON informed Major Friend that a similar 
object has been observed several times since the 24th of September by 
the station's observers. It is believed at the station that either a 
gap-filler antenna or the terrain is responsible for the returns •. 

). On the night of 24 September~ Seattle ARTC asked the 827th i! they 
had a target in the vicinity of Redmond. The operator observing· tb& 
returns on the scope answered in the affirmative. It is believed that , 

this unconfirmed and idle answer was responsible for the FAA report 
which stated that the visually observed UFO had radar confirmation b7 
the GCI site. 

4. At the time of the sighting the star Regulus and the planet Venus 
are both in the direction of the sighting and just below the horizon. 
It is the ATIC opinion that refractions of these objects were probably 
responsible for the visual sighting. The description by the witnesses 
and the fact that the object appeared generally stationary adds credence 
to this conclusion. 

5. Col Tacker~ SAFOI-3d, infor.med of ATIC action by telephone 14 June 
1960. Col Shoop also briefed this date. 

• 
6. The following aircraft were scrambled for intercept and/or search 
of this target: 

# A/C 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

l 

Iyee A/C 

F-102 

F-102 

F-102 

Tri-Pacer 

F-102 

F-89 

H-29 

From 

Portland, Ore 

n n 

n n 

Re<L11onj, Ore 

Portla..11d, Ore 

" n 

Kingsley Fld 

Time Scr 

1300Z 

l452Z 

1608Z 

16lJZ 

171SZ 

18242 

1949Z 

Time Down 

J420Z 

1529Z 

1700+Z 

13212 

Unk 

1929Z 

2154Z 
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probably a balloon as evidenced by the ~e relatively long period in 

the area, more than an hour, and the fact that unless equipped with 

reflectors, balloons are not good radar reflectors . The average · ~, 
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: · · · · · to ~ :,-our inquir.r' cf' 5 Aprll .~96o i:l oe bal'f o~ 
. . ''-; concern' no · .. tne Unid_eni lt'ied Fl..yina Object, {oro) 

l.9S9 near Bedmond,. Q:resoxl~·~ · 'Tili& repl.y vas :. 
• • • 
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. ·· ·. · . · dela,.S vhile c1ua coua~tton-~ given .to lir. Morris' -let~r 1.u Air . 
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. . - ~e .itr· ~l:ci cal. IntCtlj S0- · cCntar. ac.co~t · ot this c ightiJrg . 
• • 

f'ailetl to reveal o~ evidence ot . ndsr't:raclti~ Qt uco or any ·suc- . -

. -.,. ~ 
• • • -
• • • 

ce~· ·or tbe attempted intercept. il1C"' off1eiel Federal Av12.ti cu ~ 
.. ·. lop fro~: tbe) \ir .noute ~i'1c to~trcl _centf:r at Seat~ti-'l""dklxw .' . 

• 1': .· ' ~· · }trpart id \t11J&b!ngtau, ml4 tbe f\SflGX>Jld. Air . Xratlie COiarmSe:ation C'imter · . . ~ 
~ _ are · m~•lea(Utis.t ibe of~1c1Ml . los ~ .. t be. Kl&r.a th Falla~ Oxe~-cn, Sl"'rmd- · · :~ · 

··~· · -~ controlled 1n:tuee~1on aite revealed tile t o1lo"Wing. . · ··· ·Jt • .- • • 
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.,. ,; .~ " .. " ... •• ... •• • • • • • ., ", '!. • ..;;..."! :· 
. " • -t.· • • , • • • • , • .. ... • 

... ,., " c • 1- • • - 0 • .... -. . - ""'' .....,;. -

• .. ... :, ... • .. • .... - - - - •• .;. t ·' ,.. ... • • 

. · · · , ~ Upon ~tit~tiOA of. the a1aht1r.g· ·ot· a m\J in tbe gene1"al ana, it · 
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· · · wa aaaigl:a~ the track deslgn&t1on ot Ja-lt-9. Dwr!og ~be: active search : 
· ·- tcr t,.hla. Uii~, :au V-l.02 and o-r.e F.·89 tne a ircraft were acl·ani>l.ed under 
· cont.rol c:4 tbit K'auoat.b ..Falla a&d I-tt. ~~ x·o.dar a1.teG. F~l~ted pa::ilzes 

~ r::ade by tbe J.r.terce)ftQr.l bei..-.~e·n .. 4;o1000 avd 1.2,000 teet.. f... Trl 
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~t and a_, .ll-19 bel.1copte1! conducted :1 low al t.i tude. eearch •· . . . 
- . · . lD ·fidditioni· a ~1)-47 Str&te&ic /dr ca>nai\C! ail"eraf't ·_:trom l'..:>Pntau ~- . · · 

·: "·' .,,,. ·l'OrcO JS&ae..7. Ictabo.- vu ·a · the ·a.rea. ·.All the a1rc.ra.tt. xeturned "'to • : 
~-vi~~~ and ~-~~ti• reaW.ta. ~ . . . . · ec: COORD 
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.. •• ·, • - · 1'4'"" • • • • .·.- • ~ C"'~•~v ... .,.. . . . -. ~ ~~~ 

· ·- ·: ~ nda:r zet:nrn beuin& track Bu. ~129 on tbe-'10omath Falla . SAFOI 
gzo1~-contzolled interception atat1oc vaa not .an u.nident1f'1ed f~ WRJGllTm 
object. It ·o.r tbe. lo:ur eenior contro.U..ere ~ d-ut7 mn-- . 
1ng t.:il' ;erio4 ~ . tl)!t Be&rcll toot th:la radAr 1-etlll"n. on tJw grou..."'ld eta- . 
tion acopa ltU a~ ec.bo froza a gap tiller antenna. loca tetJ ~~ e 
moautain at . the f<fio_toot ~vel. . '1!11~ r~ar r e t-..u.-z:. C.1d !!.Jt tr.QVe d-.u-- . 
i:lg t~• ea~ priod of tba ~h. 'lb1 s has ~~ rurtoher substsat.i-

·. · ·a ted a1Z3ce ~ 1959 on seve:ral. oecasiona 'W'l:lez1 a n1m11 ar n4ar 
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• • retnc-n in tm · J1ocat.1cn. .A careful. check bae ahavn tba\ . · 
under spec~J.e atf!»o-:pberic corA1 tiona a nor.alO'Ving ra4sr ec~ trr;"Dt the . 
0ap f'1Jler· antent#a .i.e refleetee. on the. t;rQ'"::ui-ccnt.rolled i:lt ereoption-
scope. fact that .th1a radar return di4 not 1a ic complete .· 
d1a~r::e~t Vith g1;sotu:.d obnerve:ra vho a1ghted tba U?O v1~~~ll;(. :Lbe:r 
all tes-:1.f'1ed 1t maneuvered rtlJiidly and at t:Sres ~. 
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seo!J&3 'UilU. · ~r..:::!gU:f iden.ti!!c..J> :ur :r:.ct tci::~ 't. r..cr cr.:."!!t!c :lDV.,. ,..,S ~S'O 7 

no UFO xe?Ort ..-au :luhrn1 ~ted by the lO ar.:1t h Fall a ot<:r.:ion or the 25th 
.!1r DlviDioo, blcCl'lord Air Force :Btlse, waebi:?.gton. Tl'2:x:e!'ore, after 
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• -

• -• 
:10t1t1caticm b7 the Aviation Ar:!Jj:u.:7 gtt· th"ia uro, D? mention . . ..... 
wa at thst tbe c¥l a radar aigbt.1nQ, tbe rcpon submitted by ... ;; 

-• -~ .l.ir rorco Baaa, cal.1fa:"nia, to t.be· Air T'ech:ot1cal Drtell1aence , .,. ... 
·: l · ceater 1 1i · tM mnner ~ oboenat.:J.on ~• "g:-m1Dd. Yisua:!.." ~ xe- .. · · . 

.nu-s ng annlrna · tl:rra wao :1.caut~1c1ent data· to· all.ov r..: va.llcl · · 
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·· ··eval~t1on 01" · ccnclusie:i- · ~. . · . . . . :-: . . . . · . ; · · 

.. ,. • • .. • : -. .. • • ... " j • \,.. :..-
# , .. ' - • ";:' ...... 

~ .. • - # ,.. •• •. ... .,. - "'<:: 
.,, ,.. , .. • • ., • # • ~ : • -...-

·.- ··~··· . ·!bG Jl.iJ. J'oree in-vestige-tee. all UFO ·a1ght1r!Sr; 1.n mtieu.l.CYU..~ , .. · . · • • 
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- .. • ... J t • 

.. ·. aNJ .... all data- ava1labl.e icr ~d 1n ·tl".e fin&.l e"Ya!ur1t1il-!1. ':.1'.0 i:o.-veet1se- . ... . -:.:· : ..... . · . .. • ._,,. zr:-- • . .. . ... -. ' 
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. iiOd at ~ tbe U70. ~:Mtna .bas -beea pleced in :ree~Dible: b~nds 'W!lteb· . . .H'1, r . •• • 
• 1ncll3de c:1Yil.1:sn sc1ent.ists--. 3nd eo~trants awl. u a&!.q~te., trcroggll · · ..... : "':: · , . . . d 
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2 9 r,.~~ 1960 • .. 

• • 

~-ia~ 
~~-

'tO :/0\ge 1D(J1;S17 ~ 2l A~ll)$6l in~ 
~r2:1ns troidetnw.ed QT'-ni ~J~ (tWO). . .--- . ..... ._ , . . . ' .. . 

, CD 25 JiJift!a 1960 tm AU Fa:rce the · 
Ill · · · Caamd on AcVsJ, ~11lfnena (lUCAP} ot ~l 

• 
~ ., ~ . 

• t. 

in CQmeet;iOC With. W0 tdg1st11"1.$& ~ F.o!:DQcil,. 0]0.~®,. 
tln iat.cree~. The c 5:'Gchnical 
mt est ai6ltt:1ng fail a to. re~ 
~-~~ot tiM at-. 

. . . "~ • • • • .-
• • • • 

• • • • 
~ . 
" upca or lflf!hti:a& ~ a uro m tbe seeeml. area., · • 

1• ._ ems~ 1!1 S the tmck ~ .i!-12} • tJJe ae1r1VU 
--=. ~= wo, stz 1-102- typo a1rc:raft and ooe ~ ~ a1.r- . 
cran w.rre UAtor· eor<ta101 ~ F aDd .m;.. Ile't.o-. 
~ ntea. Be~C!'te4 wro r:aao b7 tbe in~.;to1-s ~~oe.~t 
40.JJOO foo~ and l2tCOQ-1"e»t- Je-rel.. A Tr1. ?e.cer oi~ a..":d o.:i ll-J$ 
be1'1eo~r cam'luctcd a ,,...,. altitu&le fMercb. In odcl1-tion, o. ~·r 

A11' : . ~ :: Air 6~ ~Aa 1a 
ill All ot tbe :retur2:81 to· b6.GeG "ditk 

"f'1D\al. aNI ~ •"• 
~~ tl&-l25J .ca . · j fiiiN"'Dil-c:astrolled ~ptiOD: · 
(GCI). atat1~ DOt an db~ D - datet• . 
a1alt 'b:r 'tale ~G'rt aa. """ d'\3'1~,. l1Cl"ioil ot the 
....a. em tbD atat1= 1IU a m&lr 

a 9'» OD • fit ·~ 8~010.. 
lJm!l.. radar • . a~.a ~ du:rlng tbe en'ti.rU ~r105. 

or , 'Dt' s bazG. o:t ~ 24. 
J.959 • ~ ~ a ndu ~turn 

loeatd.m. A «beck ._ 14iJtlme 8];16C~fic 
cozid.i a aaw edlo P? e.utcm-. 

.1.a cz tbe Get ~· ~ aa tb1a retu en . 
:lOU ...., :.t.. a v1.tll. Sft'!ud obaener.e vt>o lli&1lte4 
tb8 ., ~ ::e;dAJ~ and .. 
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~ ~....ev ot t.ho te.e-: t-Mt tb1 ~ m ~tO ~-:-:~r'C.h Falla 
~cape_. ~a~ 1~Sfje1 &8 DOt. be1Dg tl".e C::l'\b'li'1C li'V~nna tSi'O, 
no li'U :epgrt.. vna GU)mi b7 tt.e 10twt.atb. P'a:lla. t.tn.tsoa or t.ba 25th 
.-Lir Il1T1at= at~ Atr Farce :t:toc. ~re:Lo:ro, ~--er 
:1oa b:1 nA crt WG (no ~OD wo ~ Q- ~g,t t.i~ c4 e.. • 

l"W'«r I tho .WC;S.ftt«i to' JSQ2D1 A~~ and AU-' 
6tftQdroo •~· &ctlltal AS% Foree Ea;ae,. Calu~fornia, to 

A:I'!C, in r.eardevee with JS(o-) 1 ~Air~ : .. ers..zJ.a.t.~OJ) 
2".JO-~ tlD al ui&'-~~ ~~ ';?be • 

• 

~·J=>V w.a lnl,tW.cicnt t!ata to alJ.w a 
• 

' I . ,; , I • 
• • • 

' I" • 
• . . 
COyioe ~ the 1l~n:et1oa D tha Z1.A J Q(;)1 't1u~ ~ · 

to tba Aer~ 'l"~.S cal Cell~ far l?"..A3Cibla . 
1:1. !C vm CCJtJatmic&£te vtth. the ?. 

,.,,. GCI ttta 25th Atr D1nmoa ~ iliCCbaa'4 Air 1'~ lk\pe to 
..a- ~r u.e facta arr.r t!wo' . · . .-
~a ~ 1a t.M cr-...osnrs ~ to-Ja ~.rtic- • 

• 
• e'£'&tirc~ a l"ltl8IM VUl be =oao.. DaGOI! \1liQD oJJ. ~~ 

praez; oa : tba ~ at "tmnlf'1"1ei~-t. cata... · · , 
!a •' id.. . . . - ~ -

• 

.At:r lcm:ct£~-· all US'C ~t1.nga ~ mticu'o::s ee-
alJ the data cm"lable la'G I.WO:l in -tM tim,, cr;n.l~t-"i.on. 

at triO phel :1JI bft1b0 COt\dtr_,od. by re-
per•-s1 tMl,JdSa& civ1'1= end ~~ul~~ta* 
~ ~ a be1n& conducte4 • ... 

s+ . . .. . . . t1a ASr Farroa ·u ~ U?O = t:xa tbe 
~~ elM21:aft m 'n . 

lo. 

• .,.,, ~ m ttr1e ~ am trust. tM~ 
wW. be~ tD ~ .. 

• 
••• • • • 

)ll: 
Bed D 25 Apr. Fwd SAFOI. Fin 
lt.r lftpl • fd CD 18> f:r. 
SlPOJ:, zej 1'8cJcece1 ~ Apr v / f::3 

J.tzt ~>' I&L to Cgr )6 111):rm,. 

~cfilo9F v/1ncl. . . · · 

;u~tm~ 
• 

Signed 

GORDON n. KNIGHT 
Colonel, US!F 
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Chief, Congress-tonal !nqui~ 
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N ATIONAL. INVESTlOATIONS COMMlriZE / 
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· ~ ~~~=- , ' . r t.r.· .C'~ » 
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• • '0. HlkGTOt~ 6 . 0 C 
• . ... ~ ' • . . . .. ... . .-CAIH.I Aoo•u6. 

SKYL tc;HT 
• • 

• • • • 
a.U.Jv ~AI J:I .•• Jlt YMOt: 
V IINC 1 ..___,., t S>I II'!!:CT"-1' 
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Ma j or Lawr ence J .. Tacka r · · 
Department, of the Air For ee ·· 
Of!ic& of Publi c In f ormat ion . • • - . 
Pentagon,. .· · ~··; • • 

~-

Washingt-on 25 , • 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

. ~ 

• - ' 
~ It was r eport ed in l ocal ' paper .e . :.,nd on the r. ew_wire -: t.hiC 
a .. UFO lta 3 ~een on t ha . ··orn l ng or s. p!:-; I' ':11~. 1 r- 24-r h hy a : lio-

. pat-rolman a:1d ·an FAA f iignt · e'2 r vi c ~ -ep+.. c i&l i _t Jn Rt: dJ. ',t-rd ; ~ 
Oreg~n. The regional FAA oftioe 1~ Seat tl.e, Wa. sh i Pgto·· .. · 

.. r~ported tha:t th~ Qbjec.t was tracked, on. rad at~ fo r abo:t t~o 
hour~. and that Air Force jet• wAre ecr ambled from Portla~d 
Air Ba~e on an at tempt@ld i n t@reep't' . ·. . .. - - .. · .. 

. . ? .. '" . . . .. ~ 

.. ~ ~ .J "'I " • 

• 

• 

• • • • 
In view of :the r adar t r a eking a rl r\ . th~ ia.1v:el '\rement. o.~.· 't.'AA ... 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

.... 
• 

. ~;· : aild ' Air Fcrce ptH'"aonnel; I asaum~ t hat ATIC has ~t\ld i'! d t:1 ·· · · 
"i.£:~(· caae. What i s the conel':lsion of ATIC.?_. . ~ ~ · .· . ~ · . 

. • rt • • . ;. 
0 ' • 

. Secondly, _you . metlt ion•d earlier this yea r that the . A1r ·?ore~ / · 
Projee~ Twi nl<le had consi d tlred the possi bi lity t h at tn <~ ... o-ca.Ll ~.1. · 
'!gr..e.en . !ireballa" were ict~ m•t.-0ori~~s. Thei r conc lu~:ion:J had , 

•• 

• 

• 

• 

n ot been releasid . at the ~ime but said the proj ~ct woulQ • • • -• • • 

• • 

clciae down this y·ear. Since theori~s along th~ 
a : lin•, -i n \~i.r<- .fore., A'lagazine . ~re, ar~ cl a:.'~:~'J.n g 
that~ =ost _ UFQs are exvlainable a$ ~hunk & of ice f rom a p~cv , 

~ ~ .;: f1 li.ke to haY~. tht ·of{icial Air Fer¢G p?ei t.1on ( Jll r.h :l ~ 
·:~·· raat.t~; t;ineludins the co11elus!ons ·or · Proje ::~ · t~l nkle . · . 

• • 
~ 

• • 

Thank you for your e.ol)pf r&ti:c-n • . -
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. ·• lfho Ben.ora ble Dudl ''I (t • A h9:.:-p , " • • 
• 

• 

• • 
.... ,c.. ... (<> ;:·. Sooreta:y o'f th:t; All-

.. · · ···.,. - '' 'fhe .. Pentagon; : 
.:: v:ttoo 1 

• • • • • 

• 

· . · Wae~inston 25~ D.c; -. • 

• 

• 
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• • • 

• • • ... . 
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Also enclosed is a phote-oopy ~t a .l~ter frc'SJ ?'f;'ll' ofii~~11:~ . 

"UJ•loft.·. spokesman; M:ajc.r L!iurenoe J. :;'tlo-ke~; in ~h h !l ttl~ - t}}_:-.'t 
the. UFO ~s tre.okeil by :tddsr and GiT~a t;hll .. \'l:IG p!tn. n. igi,:~ ·~ . 
the object was a . ballo.on. . · . · . · 

. • f' 
• ... .. • • 1(. • • • 

. • . • • I 
• • 

• • ,,.,,._._. 
· . .... ~:- In. view ·ct tha fi1ti 11\l '1!/.!..\ widenoi! t b. ~ l.l cH.~ .~ ~ ... r!~w:;: 
18 Olo&rly blt~o~ibl'l . l~O ba'lloon tltti ts . t~nguea O't 1·· et ~ O't' 
tior.e.· or e-rhauatc ~r({[fi t~ll base , a.s des~ :-1 t'Gd; nar o~uld .~ .. y lJ~l .... · 
lOOll attain the high c:p~e4s or earr:- out the dG~;ori l:';c,(t :!UlntSttV~?s 

ooourred betoro , duriils and after the apprQ&oh ~t: ~h~ f. i.J.& 
70'l'oe., l02 .. ~~er._~teptora ! ···· :. ·w • 11...... . • . • .... 

' •• ' ' - .,. ,.4 '• t.: • I '• ·,. \. 
... "" ' • ." .. 1 • • ... • .. f . ... . ' . . . . . 

• 

liajor Tat.~ker ; aoting as the ottte1el Cl>Okeaman ! o1.· t,£. •. Cff'i:s~ · 
ot t,he Secretary fit the .&.1.1' Poroe,. atat&s t he.ft ATIC )e na~.~d ~~ia · 
~eport · •1nautt1o1en~ evideuoe.~ It .woUld ~p,sar t t ~~~~ l!~ 
~a.•· e• ig.!lotd ae. ·em · ~!'!~,, ~tl t'o Ot'~tOtt~1. ~t.." 5...ap..(.~ "~ ..!: ~ e:r t'.!·t ··~fi· ·-=-
1.as, Bi!lC'fl deta iled. - idi\nae wan cls~rly .:\esU.:n,.~ateC. anc. _ ·:-~ia JI :'11:-v 
reported 'by ~ert l?..!.A ~hnervorG, .11r-. l"o!-.:;s :_-' .... !.02 p~l:- ~ r e;t!-·': t J-':.1 
GOI ~'8dar OJA~ato~ at Kla:uth .r~U5 and a~ Iio~tz..')nd i.:., pt;;lio~~~ ... 

. .. . ' ,. 
. . . i < 

·.-::· · (ay Air. roroe ltegulatioa 20o-2, . euoh UFO rsporte m~Hti~ ~e se.trt; 
e41atoly h7' oleotric.l weans -~- telephone, tol~ty:;c r .::adi ~ ...... 

t• A!'IO, Air D•rtm:!G • t he ll$4rest ~ :A.Jz .. J)e:fcmst\ d1v:::i<:.n~ the 0111-?::l 
est 13 Intt~ll1gt.nc.s, , &lld tc you? t!M'n .o~~ioe. ~'"!hs- re~l!l~ :!o.u. rJ~ip~-· 
lates th:"lt a\14.h mee!l.a:!~$ ra®t= 'bv p;i 7a!l ;:r.1f;;;r;. 4 :1 > s . , -:Zl ~ -!•.ll'tl :.:-; Jt: 
ob~!~l:t mtur~ l:nve lr~1'ia. • .. llf.i\~11 tTr.}:-lJ~. ~~~ r;~1~. i 'f~:!;" .... :.~:, t.lf; -"'.u~. 
t>ol.l.~i.r! ~ 1nvos'ti!':'tlt:L.~ :l~ · ~ii ~~JU~ u ~i!r-y s1.a6't ti!r.:r. .. "'"~ 'hill r~~~ ~, 
tb.at t he Ft,der al AtiLlti~.u. !;;.e~oy a tu~•e ti!e£~ ..' i.l: ~'ol't)!l w .... a .p:~·· ·' I~ ./lJi 
i.nfo:rmnd • • • • . -· . 
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. r:us~ hun~ ~Ot;" . ."tu ~he S ... e~·eta !"y's c .. f-r ic a., .!!.f" :: ... q_u:.r_:l t · ."': i..b~b 
.itJ-:P_:ad i:...:~G. E.:::.oo must h~·;e bee'l .... T'1i:. -~ -~ f'-sj . !: •-~-

.... ' t i: e spog:~..:. r.1.1:l ~ffi c.:ally deS.. gn~t;ed 1.10 irto1·:m ~ha ·pr~a ~ unu til~ 
publio in regard to u70s. 

• 
. ~ • 

• • 

We realize this s i ght i ng occurree b~_ore 70u became Secreta~ 
ot the Air Force. But we are sure tthat n~1, e:s Sec-ret:ury~ you wi l"' . 
wish to 1nve~t1'ge.t~ this relea ce ol' misl •e<!ing infol"!t.at ion. aa 
contained in lrfajor Tacker's letter t o NICAP dat ed lane 19,· l9b O. 

• '.I 
• • • • 

" . . -
Sun;nnj,ng up, we believe 
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,the t ollo-win'5 :pc ir;ts proved c ey·t'n.d 
• 

•• 

e..n.y question: - · . .- ~ .. 
. . ) . ;-' -

I"" .• ' • • • • ,..., • .i,.._', t. - . ... • . -

I• ·The 'PAJ. observers' ·· logged dencri.ptio.:1 or . tte tn:~ ·, its 

• 

• 

.·· traJ18a tongues . or liBht or tiro , t he ex}'laust: of flem.e ' t';:oo:o ita 
base, ~itc altc;ro.atins ho-,;- e)")!lg and repi.~ ma~eu~~ra, end. it. · ~ 
suitt .«usoa pe' ~om the A.F . jete e.l l ocmoina t':l :prCTe tM.fl ob~rot ·. ~ 
was not a balloon. - . . :, - . . , . 

• 
r • • • •• • 

· 2. The o:rt1o1e.l FAA statements prove that, eon tra. r v to .. the· 
January 19~h AP denial, the UFO was· treeked fer over ?~ mitr.::t ea ; 
h1 ~I ra.dar oparetQra , . vth1ch t he AF hs s in the ·past d s c:aibed ' 

• 

as h1.ghly axJ')ert ~ :.... .. ::r ~ · , • . . .. -" .. 
• • • ... . . ~ , 

) ·. The ·;~ wae fully ·awer~ t hat its own and .t h e F.AA eTidenee 
proved t his was ecme unlmowr~. d~vice und~r int ell1g~nt . 'ontrolo . 

' • •• • , ' I • 

4.: The spokesmen· in t be Seor~tary's. .. ):=fice derlil)t;I·.::"l(sJ .. y s~ve 
N'Ic.AP a talae Gnswer, or was a upplied. a fe lse anawer b:r ... ATIC t ~ 
~· SiYen to NICAP; ' turther, · that eith6r t he spokesman o? .ATIC~ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

or both, were,.. ~"llowing a presori bed Air Foree policy or lij.ding 
t~e· taats trom the publio· ~-a poliey set by Air For~o Headqus!tP.~: 
o-/ by a higher aut hor1 ty •.. , . · . ... ' ... .., , . . 

). • ). ... •! ' ... .. • • ,, ,,. , . ~ . -
we respeot~ul.I,y requeat . that ..,., be. inrox'!Ile'd ~hJ' NI~AP . wss 

given th.is misleading ens wer and i.f this repr:eeentu oc~t- ir..uioe. 
h"1 polio 1· 'i/O elao .not. e the. t t be" 1a t es~ J..i? ":!ae ~ a bt)Gtr c::·i..e:con 
t hat 70 UFO reports in tb..c la tJt half or- ... 95 7 'rf e!"€ dietli!Z:: ~i! vri .. h 
't he label "insut:ricient evidence." Ve r equeB"t tha t the ... 1Z · rs_port~ 
in the' Redmond case· ·and 1n theae otber 69 oas ·~s be c.u'bmitted to a 
speci•l NICAP subocmmitt·ee . tor t!Valuat1on, the conclusions t~J 

/ 

be released to the press and newscas.ting· media. 1/.r: . ;_ t~ .., .. "!.. ,. )', 

I !~ SUOCOlr~J.'tte~ ' \'IO~d·'· includ~ 0:1
, • R. B. Moi.aug b.lin, 'USN, 

Na~y ·suided missile a l.!tthority, , F'r eo ident or 
tne Asaooi&tion cr ~~erioan ~n~ neere. ~ey 7oQrnet, ~S~\FR ! 
foroer P t:..'1t agon D'!On itor of the Atr Foro~ v·.tt"O p:ro je·~t,, !Jluc :~ook., 
Col . R. E .. Emerson , U.S. R"serv~p ~lea d. of 'Emt::·rSC'4 'est lrJg 
La bor~t. ' rl e :! , Oe , ia n Ame .:o i e an 1-..:..r·,,,s,y~ 9 and ~o\~ve-e.l 

ang11sers '3.nd. soi oee names y1111 t~ e \ .. ~ 1lable to ::;rc.u . 
atte~1 re~~lp~ ot the requested r~po~s o · . 
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·;:.~. :~~ ~f.c Colltzol at £1rport aid tbe ~ _:. : 
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: · Air ~.ic are •1ale•cl1qr-. !be- ott1e1a1 ·10i·: 1 ..... ~ • • 
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a:z:a6' i't . thtl track de•tpet1oa of ..m-129· Dtu~C& tJMr ·•• • • • 
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acUw sea~~- ~ra UFO (1300 z to 2155 Z) sis F-1.02 t'pe oirc:'aft . 
oae J'-89 tne atrci1)ft ver. UDder co~l ot Kler:ath • 

Kt_. radar •ttes. ;ae.aea ven; r:ade ily 1...hft 
. : t&o,ooo• eD4 12,000.• level. A Trl e s !c:ra:tt 
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• -
. . · .. ~ Mil B-19 bllS.eopw-r a al.U:tucle aearch. In ed41\1aa1 . · . ._. · . ·-';. • sac: tz~ Ha. AtJ- .-orca u Idaho ._ · . ' . 

r ;.:-: . ~--area. · J.U ~ tbe ai.z"eea.ft to b•••• wt:UI T1SU8l. .aDII · · 
. ··· :, .- ,...-ti:N nnl.~.. ~" radar zatura-bearq ta~ftr . Ji-129 .... · ~·. ,., ' .. . 
.. ~ : : . oa U. a-til hlle GCI aiaUco a w1cleutstt·e4 1'l.y!ns obJeat. · 
: · :~ : · l't -. ~ ccat.rollers OA 4uty dunna tbe· 
.:!. : ~ ot tbe aeeft!J \ 'thia ndar oa tbe ~onnd statioa · · 
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8CQJe· w•• a aclar. echo flaa • ~ loeated OD e J:KJUDtasn 
•- U. 8.,010' ·lewl. Th1a ro4ar zoetuzo 414 not ch1r1q the 
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I t ~CCl ot tile = '&1a baa beea hrther eubataatiated ..,...., 
~ .. · M &eptec.tMar 1959 Ga w!wD a e1m1ler radar retum 

' apteUell 1D tbe A check baa ahovn that: 
~ ~c. com1 • ftdar ec-N> he$ 'the . • 

• ftllu ~ 1a OD t.M &CI eeope. ~ fae-t tha:t tb'la 
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JlO 070 Nport W3 G Oub-:l~ .. t.w~ ~J the !UC:--4tb I . lla 6'tatic.C. or t ; ..... 
25th .Ur J)1"11aj_Q11 1.1-t McCbori Air Foree. llaoe. ?~tore, a.f'te.t-
DOt1t1c:at10D 'b7 tblr PAA a! th1a UFO (.ao •tu1ca vaa at tJ::a:t 
-u. of • e1s;bt.i:Js) ~ the repurt submi-tted b;y 'tha l 902r4 M CS 

. . :· ... l•iltoD .Au Force .Bue,. Cal1t~, to kllC, 111 aeeol"Cil!..nce v1tll 
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AIR FORCE CONTRADICTS 
FAA REPORT 

A new l•~hr denying a F.cieral 
Av1at1on Agency (FAA) report that a 
UFO ei ght•d last September 24 1n 
Redmond, Oregon, w~s tracked by AF 
radar men, 1a be1ng circulated by 
the Air Force. FAA obaenters had 
w•tched the rapidly aaneuYer1ng UFO 
and reported u. to the Air Force. 
After AF ra<J.r confimed the s1ght-
1ng , the FAA sa1d, jets were sent 
up to int..rcept the object. The FAA 
loge state tnat AF radar was st1ll 
tro.ck1"'9 the UFO more than an hour 
later "at al t1 tudes that vary frCXJt 
6000 •o 54,000 fMt." The new Air 
Force letter i!llp.lhs that GCI radar 
men were confuMd by a bl1p frOfft a 
stationary antenna on a nearby hill­
top which "was promptly 1dent1f1~ 
a$ not b•1ng the erratic moving UFO. 
New 1nfo~&t1on obtained by NICAP 
conf1rme the or1g1nal FAA report. 

The ~ir Force letter was relea..d 
following a NICAP latter to AF 
Secretary Dudl ey Sharp asking for 
~n explan&t1on of the contrad1ctory 
reports, and a new•1re story citing 
tho FAA report. Inst .. d th• second 
r~ply came from the regular UFO 
spokesman admitting that there had 
be&n a radar target, but denying 
th3t it w1a a UFO blip. The saNe 
reply ha• been g 1ven to NICAP 
rnentlers who inquired through thelr 
representatives 1n Congress. 

Apparently una•are until then of 
the fu 11 FAA report., t.he AF said: • 
11Cop1es of the 1nfornat1on contain­
ed in th• FA4 logs have been forward-! 
9d to Ae,..;,spiC, Te~hnical lntell­
.t.gence C ~~er for possible adcHtior­
al cons1ee r at.1on ••• should any add- ' 
1tional e-.~1denee warrant a change 1 
1n the evaluation category for th1s 
part icular !i 1ght1ng, a press release I 
wlll b e made. 11 I 

El :!lewh&f' e 1n its reply , the AF I 
al~ a~1tted tha~ n1ne alrcraft 
had conduct~d an ac~ive s•arch for 
tho UFO : Sev~ j~t fighter~, ~ B-47 
bombdr, and a Tr1p~ar which later 
search~ tro urea for s l gns of 
r adtoact1v1ty. The AF said none of 
t he p l ~n es ~ads v1aual or radar 

·contact wl t.n t he UFO. 
Ap~arer.i ly ant1c 1pat1ng a f l ood 

of quer\o~ af+.er t.h• NICAP press 
s t or y bro~a, th~ AF rushed out t he 
long , 1::~pre$s1Yely detailed answer 
knock1no d own the radi6r report. 
which NICAP $a1d h.d b .. n suppr,••­
tJd . rne rsply consisted of two 
b~s1c st~t .. enta: 

• 

• 

• 

RedDioad, Oro~ 24 Septewb •r-Au-
t.horitiet ebecked OD reporu of &D objeet 1 

sigbted bJ m~n1 over thia c:eatral Oreaao I 
towa. Patrolmu R~t Die.kerSOD fint 
~• the object wbieb be said eame to 1 
. ..,,u,;n 200 feet of the aroand wd moved 
!rom side to 1ide. H~ called .Redmoad I 
.1\irpon aDd DOtifted Laverne We1Z at 
the cM~trol tows wbo 'al80 lflhted tbe I 
oh,ect, aDd ac-eordinc to a UPJ report ~ 
in the Su F:'anclseo News-Call Bulletin. 
W crt.z dacribed it II round and fiat; 
!:loth he and the patrolm&ll taid tt glowed 
~ eolon of p~J• c: een, yellow and red 
and at times that hlaa blue barm ot 
!lame. 'Jbey claimed that it !~overed over 
the ana 1M at Jeaat e tww. Wwtz al• 
~ld the pceaa tbat the Se•ttle PAA au­
thoritiu t.oW bim tb« object waa obl.ea ved 
on a radar tcreea for about two bums 
at altitudes ol aJOO to 25.000 feet, and ' 
tbat jet inteteepton dispatebed from 
Por.laod a.ir bue tailed to utch the 
ob)f!Ct wbicb vanisbed iD elouris 11 about 
1-'.000 feet. Wertz also qucted FAA au­
' boritia u l.Dfocminc hJ1n lhat U,e ~port 
-:vas teat to H~miltoA AFB. Cali!oruia 
itJr . 

• • . - -· 

( l) An act.1ve GCt (Ground Co,t.rol 
Intercept) r:..dar sHe had ~uddenly 
boen fool8d hJ a bl 1p fron a f1~ed 
antenna, had 11 ?f"Ot!lp: l t 1dent1 ftsd" 
1t as !lucn , (out 4 ;.>p~r.,-.tly had not. 
bo t.hvad to ex?l a1n ~hls t.o the F~A 
ol t.h er i hrtn or lat.-w-. ) 

(2) Thtt non-mvlng radar taq~ ~ 
could rlOt. have boon ~h• UFO report­
ed vhu.lly bec.:su.se " they all tut­
i f1ed 1t ~aneuvered rapidly and at 
hNa hoYered," the >.r sal~. 

\ ~ 
·• 

• 

• 

-· 
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1. The Fortland, Oregon UFO signting of 24 September 195 9, i s carried 
- on the recorda of ATIC as •insufficient information•. Tbe ATIC account 

ot the sighting fails to reveal any evidence of r adar tracking or any 
success of the attempted intercep~. It is the ATIC opinion t hat this 
object vas probably a balloon as evidenoed by its relatively l ong period · 
in the area (more tban an hour), and the fact that uo1esa equipped vitb 
retlectors balloons are not good radar reflectors. The average direction 
and strength ot the wind at the time ot the sighting was south at 1.5 knots. 

2. Project 'l'winkle vas discootinued in the last quarter ot the calendar 
yeer 1951. The C()ncluaiona from the projeci were that unusual phenomena 
could be attributed to such men-made objects as airplanes, balloons, 
rockets, etc; others were· attributed to natural phenomena such as fl~ing 
birds, smell clouds end meteorites. There vas no men~ion in t he con­
clusion as to the specific composition ot· 'green fireballs• • 

, 3. ATIC is familiar vi th the theory of Dr, DoDald Robey concerning the 
composition of •green fireballs.• but as yet these theories have not 
been substantiated. Air Force studies ot meteors have not revealed any 
data which would lead to similar conclusions as those proposed by 
Dr Robey. . /) , . . . 
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USMC lltET. I DIRECTOR ;/ ----1 -
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Major Lawrence J. Tacker 
Department of the Air Force 
Office of Public Inf ormation 
Pentagon, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear ~~jor Tacker: 

It was reported in local papers and on the newswires that 
~ UFO was seen on the morning of September 24th by a police 
patrolman and an FAA flight service specialist in Redmond , 
Oregon. The regional FAA office in Seattle, Washington, · 
reported that the object was tracked on radar for about two 
hours , and t hat Air Force jets were scrambled from Portland 
Air Base on an attempted intercept. 

In view of the radar tracking and the involvement of FAA 
and Air Force personnel, I assume that ATIC has studied the 
case . What is the conclusion of ATIC? 

--

Secondly, you mentioned earlier this year that the Air Force 
Project Twinkle had considered the possibility that the so-called 
" green fireballs" were ice meteorites. Their conclusions had 
not been released at the time , but you said the project would 
close down this year. Since Donald Robey's theories along the 
same line, in Air Force magazine and elsewhere, are claiming 
that most UFOs are explainable as chunks of ice from space, 
we would like to have the official Air Fo~ce position on this 
matter , including the conclusions of Pro ject ~Ninkle. 

Thank you for your cooperation • 
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Ref~rence t he attached lett er f r oo 
informat i on. 

• .cc questing 

, 
I 

I 

lowjng infor::1ation i s provided to a ssist you in a ns -.:.rering 
letter. 

The UFO seen over 
an aircraft with adve~ising l ights . ).lso, a b l i.!:I,.;> \Te.S re ­
ported in the area from Lakerhurs t at this same tioe . A 
ne\IS!'aper clipping i s attached . 

b. The attached ~ase sucrnarie s will answer r 
inquiries concerning the ~hntell Ca se and the Redmond, 
Oregon Case. 

FOR THZ CON1W1DER 

. c j;u;,4. < ~ ../~ q 
3 At chs 
1 . Hewsu= er ~lipping 

• 

·,.mrn 
Colonel, US.~ 
Jeputy f or Science 2 . ~ "'"" s e .;:, m:;a nary 
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