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The United Sta tes launched the 
Ctrst in a series or new Nike 
research rockets today. It left a 
yl'llow~range cloud that was 
vbtnle over:- much of the eastern 
scdooard. 

The rocket was fi red from the 
~nuonal Aeronautics and Space 
Adm inistration s t a t ion at 
\ \'aUops island on Virginia ' s 
r• t :.re.rn shore and emitted a 100. 
mile sodium 'vapor tratl bcgtn· 
nin~ at an alti tude of about 50 
miles. It was topped by the l:trgl! 
cloud that was yellow~range in 
colot·. 

• 
P urpose of the test was: 
O~E-To determine wind dl­

rectton and velocity over UHI 
wide range covered by the l rnil 
and cloud. 

l'WO-To measure diffusion or 
. thP rate at which matter sprends 
1 out in the upper atmosphere. 
' The yellow color of the ginnt 
flare Is characteristic or but·n­
in~ sodium. It was set otf by a 
thermite device when the rocket 

I reached an alti tude of about 50 

I miles. 
The glowing color was main­

' ta.ined...i.n...Part_ by light from the 

1 
ri!smg• sun. strikint the vapor 

1 cloud:.r,..t, • ' • ; • ·• 
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