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AIR DEFENSE COMMAND EXT
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E-‘-Ir J'El'n.._‘.I !.:'L-'. 2 1-:..1.|:E Thql ]"'fl" "
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLCRADCO OFEICE

ADODI-B

Unusual Radar Sighting (U)

ATIC, Wright-Patterson AFB, QChio

The attached message, received by this Headguarters from
26th Air Division (SAGE), is forwarded for your informa-
ticn and necessary action. The delay in forwarding this
information was necessitated by an inquiry to Headguarters
USAF for an interpretation regavding the reporting to ATIC
unknowns originating in the air defense system. This pro-
blem is presently being coordinated at this Headquarters
and you will be advised of the results as well as any ex-
pected increase in reports that may be forwarded from this
Command.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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DOYGLASS W, EISEMAN - 1 Atch
Colonel, USAF l cy Msg fm 26th AD,
Director of Intelligence Unknown Incident, 3

May 59
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DE RJEZSN 54

P PO1057%

'M COMDR 26TH NORAD DIVISION

iL‘} RJEDNB/COMDR EASTERN NORAD REGION
INEFQ H-.ﬂ‘rr_"xL, 'COMDR ADC

I‘.:‘n*l' AL: COMDR CINCNORAD

R TI DNB/COMDR EADF

ﬂ.ulunu~l5431)izlaa, SUBJECT IS UNKNOWN INCIDENT 0O023-00167 3

ﬂ.m{ 1959. PAR A: APPROX 90237, FIVE PENDING TRACKS APPEARED. NO
FLIGYT PL\bb WERE AVAILABLE. TRACKS WERE CLOSE TO PEASE ’LH IN
BOSTON AIR DEFENSE SECTOR AND WITHIN THE AIR DEFENSE IDENTIFICA--
TION ZONE. SPEEDS WERE 200-499 KNOTS, ALTITUDES FROM 7-18, 009
FEAT WITH MAJORITY AROUND 19 THOUb\HD FEET, IMMEDIATELY THERE-
AFTER, WITHIN 60 MILES FAST OF BOSTON, MORE TRACKS APPEARED, TEN
ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT WERE BROUGHT UP TO 5 MINUTE ALERT, 4 AT
STEWART, 2 AT WESTOVER AND 4 AT OTIS. FOUR AIRCRAFT WERE AIR-
BORNE AND TWO MORE WERE IN TURN-AROUND. PAR B: A TOTAL OF 18
TRACKS "”'““{E INVOLVED., HIGHEST ALTITUDE 36,000 FEET. FOUR TRACKS

‘r.r-' fr\
IE.L:H i L A4 l.u.

PAGE TWC RJEZSN 54
IDE? TIFIHD TWO BY SCRAMBLE AT 0116Z AS NAVY .r".,ll-?.ﬁli";l*"i" ONE AS A
BOEING 707 AT ©101Z AND ONE RC-121 AT ©029%Z BY REVISED FLIGHT
PLAN, SIX SCRAMBLES PLUS TWO DIVERTS WERE MADE .iu_r"zI (BT EIGHT OF
THE TARGETS BUT ALL FADED PRIOR TO INTERCEPT. THE REMAINING SIX
FADED AND WERE SCRUBBED AFTER LOSING RADAR DATA BETWEEN ©9023-
Op447. PAR C: ALL RADARS IN BOSTON SECTOR WERE CHECKED AND THE
* COMPUTER WAS CHECKED BY 1I8M. SECTOR IDENTIFICATION OFFICER CHECKLED
WITH NEW YORK AND BOSTON AIR MOVEMENTS IDENTIFICATION SECTION FOR
POSSIBLE MAJOR AIR MOVEMENT. EASTERN NORAD REGION WAS ALSO
CHECKXED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS BEING REPORTZD, RADAR AND FST-2
AT SITE P-19 AND OTHER SITES WERE CHECKED AND FOUND TO BE 1IN
RIENTATION. PERMANENT ECHO CHECKS WERE ALSO MADEX AND SETS
WERE FOUND TO BE TRACKS. TRACKING MERIT WAS GOOD ON ALL TRACKS
AND SHOWZD GOOD DATA UNTIL REACHING LAND, OR UNTIL LEPLVI NG TS
BOSTON SECTOR. SOME TARGETS APPROACILD Tth_. COAST, "I’ REVERSED
COURSE AXND HEADED OUTEBOUND. OTHER TARGETS ﬁFPHOKLtI JU_a.::L,
FADED AND WERE EXTRAPOLATED INLAND. ALL TRACKS -"h'LI;u_. CHECKED FOR
MULTIPLE PICKUP FROM P-10, P-13 AND TEXAS TOWER I1I, THESE
STATIONS 'L-I"iCn.LD THE TARGETS SIMULTANEQUSLY AND SEPARATELY DURING
'HE PERIODS, INCLUDING SITE P-190B. BOSTON AIR DEFENSE SECTOR
CHECKED WITH RP\DAR MAPPING PERSONNEL AT
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PAGE THREE RJEZSN 54 LRk
ABOVE SITES FOR VERIFICATION. ALL VERIFIED BLIPS AT THE POSITIONS
ARBOVE CONFIRMED THE DIRECTIONS. PAR E: THERE IS NO APPARENT REA-

SON FOR THE UNKNOWN TRACKS. ALL EQUIPMENT WAS FUNCTIONING NORMALLY.

AIR DEFENSE ARTILLERY STATED THAT THEIR RADAR ALSO PICKED UP AND
TRACKED 6 OF THESE TARGETS THROUGH THE AREA. HEIGHT READINGS WERE
ALSO TAKEN ON THE TARGETS. EVERYTHING POSSIBLE WAS ACCOMPLISHED

| TO CHECKX AND VERIFY INPUTS. ALL AVAILABLE AIRCRAFT WERE SCRAMBLED,
INCLUDING SOME FROM ADJACENT SECTORS. THERE WAS NO AIRCRAFT
CARRIER ACTIVITY DURING THE TIME IN QUESTION. PAR I': WX AT THE
TIME WAS: SCATTERED CLOUDS BETWEEN 8 AND 10 THOUSAND FEET.
NANTUCKET SOUNDING AT 93/900017Z INDICATED THE CHANGE IN REFRACIVE
INDEX WEA ONLY 7 BETWEEN SURFACE AND 1099 FEET. NO DUCTING

1 POSSIBLE,
' : R?’J"'l J
©5/17157 MAY RJEZSN - ° "
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AC-PARAPHRASE NOT REQUIRED EXCEPT PRIOR TO CATAGORY B ENCRYPTION-
PHYSICALLY REMOVE ALL INTERNAL REFERENCES BY DATE-TIME GROUP PRIOR

1 TO DECLASSIFICATION-NO UNCLASSIFIED REFERENCE IF DATE-TIME GROUP

i IS QUOTED
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Location Paaaa_iir.FD?ca Eaig, Nes s fq-':r“-: ﬁllj:'

Date ___ 3 May 1959 Hour (2) 00232400167 el
wx__ Scatfioral clouds bstween 8 and 10 thousand It. X
Deacription _ Five ¥Track: >

Five tracks appeared on radar, sp=zeds wers 200=-h400 knots, alt:
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inmediately thersafter
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OL hkduan,:uufd TrAcKS aggwaréﬁ
Higheat alfituda 36,000 n;.

rACK3 ware involved.

Some btargebs approached the coast, then reveraed courss
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