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ASTRONOMY

3

April,
the evening skies.

By JAMES STOKLEY

> SHINING FOR TEHREE hours after
sinset, the planet Venus now dominates
tha western evening sky. More than 60
tines as bright a5 a I:t.n*-:::i.l stac of the
first lgmrmtc it appears long before any
other star or planet, so there 15 no doubt
of irte idenuty.

Hardly has Venus descended below the
western  horizon, before another planet,
only slightly less briliiant, rises in the south-
esst, This is Jupiter, a quarter as bright
as Venus, and still ovezpowering any star.

At the beginning of April Jupiter rises,
in the constellation of Scorpius, the scor-
pion, a little more thaa an hour after Venus
sets. On April 12 there is no interval
Letween the setting of one and the rising

the other. The new actor nppears on
the celestial stage just as the old enc is
exiting. By the end of April it will be
possible to see both in the sl.*.' at the sume
time,

fAars Receding

A third planet is also visible, This is
Mars, still receding from the carth, At the
middle of April 15 distance 1s about
161 200000 miles, and because of this it
has faded from its brilllance of a few
months ago. In fact, it is just on the
borderline between first and second magni-
tude.

The accompanying maps show the ap-
pearance of the skies ahour 10:00 p.m,,
vour own kind of standard time, at the
be; ginning of April, an hour eaclier at the
nm.d’h: of the month and two hours earher
at the end. Venus is s22n near the horizon,
toward the northwest, in Taurus, the bull,
and to the right of ths bright star Aldeh.
aran. Mars is higher, Gemini, the
twing, in which there is the Arst-magnitude
star called Pollux. Castor, the other con-
spicuous star in this group, ranks only in
the second magnitude, Jupiter does not
show on the maps, but Scorpius, in which
it stands, is just below Libra, the scales,
which is 'shown near the southeastern
horizon.

Directly west, and near the horizon, i3
Orion, the hunter, which was so conspicu-

(118 i n the south on winter evenings. Here
is scen the star called Betelgeuse, Toward

:h-- T'.n.. in Canis Major, the
beilliant Sicius. Above this is the lesser dog,
Canis Minor, with Procyon.,

Hn*h in the south these evenings is Leo,

great dog, 15

the lion, The right hand part of this group,
witich is xup”ﬂﬂcd to form the animal's
head aned shoulder, make a smallee group
cilled the sickle. The first magnitude stor
1 ; e
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anus and Jupiter
An annular eclipse of the sun will occur early
a month that will have two planets prominent
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ola is 2 second mnagnitude star in the lion's
tail.

Next to Leo, toward the left and a little
lower, 15 Vlr"u the virgin, for which Spica
is the I:-n,-:html: star. And above Virgo, in
Bootes, the bear-driver, is Arcrurus. Part of
Bootes is shown on the map of the southern
sky, and part on the northern, where it
comes close to the end of the handle of
the Big Dq'-pf:r which is not a constellation
in its own right, but a part of Ursa Major,
the great bzar.

The dipper is now high in the northern
sky, in about its best evening position of
the vear. In the bowl of the dipper arc
Two h.ari hc*t known as the pointers, be-
cause a line drawn through tnr.m leads to
I’ﬂ!‘.it‘l'i_. the pole star, w hu:h is now below
them. Polaris is at the end of the handle
of the little dipper, and this, 1n turn, is
part of Ursa Minor, the lesser bear.

[ow in the hh}f. toward the nnrl_Il 15
Perceus, the chatnpion; Cassiopeia, the
quzen, and Cvphﬂm, the king. Also, low
in the northeast, the map shows the star
Vega, all that is visible of Lyra, the lyre.
H:‘.: 1”*‘1‘ at night it climbs higher into the
sky, as it will in the evenings later in the
year. By midsummer, in fact, Vega 13
almost directly overhead in the evenings.

In addition to Venus, Mars and Jupiter,
there arc two other planets that can some-
times be seen with the naked eye.
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One ot these 1s which 15 now
i Sapgittarius, the archer. It comes up
about 1:00 am. at the first of April and
about 11:00 p.m. at the end. Mercury is
the other. On April 26 it will be farthest
west of the sun, and will rise a little ahead
of that hody, becoming visible low in the
cast at dawn for a few Ll.’.t}'S This, however,
will not be a very favorable time to sec
this planet.

April also brings an eclipse of the sun,
the first of two this year, but this one will
not be visible from lhc United States, or
any part of North or South America. It
will, however, be seen over a large area,
including Australia and New Zealand, and
much of the Indian Ocecan and the south-
western Pacific.

Saturn,

Solor Eclipse Due .

This is w h1r is called an annular eclipse.
Any ecclipse of the sun occurs when the
moon comes in front of it, and lides it,
more or less, fmr': view, DBut dxc distance
of the moen varies each month, from per-
haps 222,000 to 252,000 miles. When farth-
est, it does not appear as large as when it
15 nearer. In fact, it is then not large
enough to cover the sun's disc completely.
Then, even though 1t may come precisely
in front of the sun, a ring-shaped area of
the solar surface can be seen around the
black disc of the moon. This is called the
annnlus,
and so we have the name annular eclipse.

From a ship in the Indian Ocean, at
about 42 degrees south latitude, 72 degrees
east longitude, just as the sun was rising
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