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| SEE ME

I SAGNATU H’E.

Olean, N.Y.
Larry- In line with what Major Friend teld you

FMARKS

- today (11 March), it appears from preliminary reports
. “nat the Pennsylvania sightings of 24 February were
" ~aused by refueling oreratisns of 3 B=47 airecraft,

. helieve Major Friend is dispatching ts» you teday a
~svort oan that, With respect to his sther gquestions-
/% nave no report o7 a sigzhting in the Olsan area on

25 February. On the 5:30 sighting over Michigan en
. 24 February, it appears te havs been a meteor and
- some press reports so indicated,

With reference te the Nerth Carolina case, we know

oething of it, and the statement that the TV engineer
a3 quizzed by ATIC persennel is tetally false, I sup-

ca3e the rest of his informatiea is just abeut as
~redible, It mizat be a good idea te ask hin te
"2rmish the names of these whe did the guizzing,

Tad Hisatt 4//" ‘ "mh 5B

SANIZATION AND LOAATION
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T FOAM ., —-.Jk ru r T 365, 1 Apr 48, and AFHQ . -1 Geo
,_,x‘ ! FES 30 ) Navy ioh may be nsed.
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I1. ASSICIMENT OF GICGRAPEICAL ARTAS CF CQLATIS-=].
Assignaent is nade of the geographisal boundariss o commands
indicatad, eflective 1 January 1959. The vartal crders of
the Comaandar on 1 January 1259 are confirmed.

-

2. th Air Disision (3AG2). That gecgrachical sarsa
inclosed by a line teginnins at 33 degress 3C minutes north,
70 degrees OC minutes west; thenca ncrizwest to 37 dagreas
OC minutes north, 8l degrees 00 minutes west; th2ansc2 north-
228t to 39 dagreas 15 minutes north, 72 degreazs 47 minutes
west; thenc2 acrihwast to 37 degreas 45 ninutes north, 80
22gra3as 30 nminutes wesi; thence north %o the United 3tatas-
J=nada international boundary to a point on the cundary at
44 dagress 56 ninutesz north, 87 dagrees CO minutes wast;
Sasnes along the Unitsd States-Canada Internaticna) houndary
% 44 Adegress 30 minutas nerth, 67 dacress N7 minutaes wes;
thense 8ast to L4 dagrees 3”7 minutes north, 66 is3crazs 45
ainutes west; thance southeast to 43 derrees 37 minutes north,
87 Azcress 00 minutaes west; thence 2a33% %o 43 darrees 30 nin-
u%23 north, 63 degrees CC minutes west 2and incluiing that arza
918tward %o the linit of —adar survsli’lance an” control of
fighter intercentor capaiility adlacent %0 the Zastern seatoa=i,
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5 HEADQUARTERS
~ 26TH AIR DIVISION (SAGE)
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
SYRACUSE AIR FORCE STATION
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

Q1]
S APR 1958
SUBJAGTs Unidanuified Flwing Cbjizeia Ranoris.
L0 Gc_-.r":..:- 8
Air aelmmical Intallicsnes Usnter
Wri-hbt=Tatterson Ar Fores 2ass, Chio

1. Rsferencs i3 made to a recent Associated Press naws story
congcerning ths 24 February UFCB signting over _Eﬂ13F1"3514 by an
Anerican Airlines crew and DA833N% 303, cﬂorl

l"l-

inz to the tress iten,

the Air Foree aznouncs? that this sizhtinc bes3n *vzlf;,,. a3 Ghe
lights of a B=47/5C97 re?ueilga onar tlu“. ;t is rejusstal thatb
copies ol original and follow-us reports, an’ ALID evaluablon of This
sighting, ve forardad bto this headguarters. This rswort 1s desired
for the purpose oi coapleting TUHL3 “ilﬂa, and devernining vhy Uhs

; 2 1

original raporting acency did no’ :end a copy of

head narsers ia acccrdanee with wa:a;rap“ 1a(2), AFR 200-2.

2: 4+0 18 Drther rejuesatad that a sconr of any UCE rapd

“in. vithin or HLGSﬁ 0 th2 boundariss ¢f %his con:znd ba send

nis ﬂaaaqgardaru, i$ tas rsport doss not show Thls headjuarters
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0OVl SHEET

rennsylvania UFO Sighting (Airlines)
d : RITUE r ROUTING

fnitial "IN" column to denote review prior to action. [nitial "OUT
action, (¥ for action; ~ ftor coordination, )
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| SAFIS-3, ATTN; Maj. Tacker 13 March 1959
“xOM 13 > i , COMMENT NO. =T

1
an ac) 6-9.216/ Bldg 323 -

ASCIN-4E
CUMMENTS (l'se reverve, if recessary) MJ
"

l. This is the same aighting revorted by Cap of American Airlines.
e ATIC conclusion that the lizhts probably resulted from a B-47 refueling operation

i
i
:
'
| as forwarded to your office on 1l March 1959.
}
:
i

2 Gapt.Peportod that he sighted the objects approximately 50 miles east
of Youngstown, io at 2040 hours., Mr, eports witnesses sighting objects

over Aicron, Ohio at aporoximately 2115 hours. The tankers had a ground speed of
 aprcroximately 200-210 knots and tae distance from the point of Capt- sigating
. %0 A<ron is approximately 1l0«120 miles. This could account for the lights being

ovar Aloon at 2115,

3. Unrfortunately a i s Wno i3 a member of tihe Unidentified Flyinz

bjects Hesearch Committee, interviewed Capt .MMM United Airlines and has

nrobaply iistorted some of the facts of this signting. You nrouabi*i ramember the
exvarience we hed with this organization in connection with the Xe case.,

' £ i,f (--
=1 I % - y .
\ - LA e

Ad. XK. GII3ERT |
Colonel, SAF
“wﬂLH'uLu

i1 Ingls
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'.'I&::li is to acknwledge your htter of 6 March 1959 concern=
i.ns the American Airlines pilot's sighting of 24 Februsxy near
- Bradford, Pemnsylvanis. In addition, two United Airlines pilots
- saw miﬂmtiﬂ.ad ﬂains o‘baect.l in the same gerneral geographical
The geogrnphiml a.m cmcemd is bordered on the north
l.lmc the New York-Psnnsylvania border (near Bradford, Pennsylvenia
| and Olean, New York) on the route of American Airlines Flight No..
| 139 departing Newark, New Jersey, at 7:10 p.m. and arriving Detroit,
 Michigan, at 10:52 p.m. On the scuth, this geographical area is
bordered by the Pitisburg, Pennsylvania-Akron-Youngstowm, Chdo,
locale over-flown by the United Airlines flights reporting this

sighting. /
. The Americen Airlines p11@% said "scmetimes the interval of

the three lights ware identical to the Belt in the canstellaticg
Orion.” This wvas initially mesnticned as a possible golution by
the Alr Force with the qualifying statement that the report as
submitted had not yet been annlyzed and thet the findings of ATIC

would be based upon & camplete aralysis and evaluation of the
written report to e submitted. The pilot's report alsc euggested
the possibility that he had witnesased a night aerial refueling

opemtic-n. . r\m‘.,%* _,

Ubon a.hnlynu and evaluaticn, this gighting turned cut to bhe
B-47 type aircraft accomplishing night refueling from KC-97 taakers.
The American Airlines pilot's report of the sighting canfirmed
this and Air Force records show that three B-47 type aircraft were
in the geographical area menticned above on a night refueling opera-
tion. | The tanker has several groups of lights which at a distance
would to be one or more lights., The time duration of a
refueling operation varies, can last well over sn hour, depending
on the 'type of operation. The KC-97 refusling & B-47 will fly at
en altitude of approximately 17,000 feet at around 230 knots true
air speed (ground sveed 210 knots). This would account for the




d

lights being approximately 30 degrees above the American Alrlines
pilot's horizon and his seeing them for 40 minutes. This coincides
vith the pilcrt'l repc:rt of lf‘w s'peed a.nd configuration or '*b,jects.

Im:r lettcr a.lno supparta this conclusion. The tankers had a
. ground speed of approximately 210 knots and the United Airlines

. pilots' reported sighting it at 8:45 pem., 50 miles east of

‘ Youngstown, Ohio, approximately 120 miles frocm Akron, Chio. This

| would account for the tanker eircrafts lights being sighted over

. Akron at 9:15 p.n. by md observers.
"'_'\\

il

-_*....-—.ﬂ--_‘--‘—*l-l-‘._-_

~°_ These ﬁ.nd:l.np vere made avaﬂ.ahle to all media representativeu
- w the Mm of Defense press desk in Washington, D. C-,
on 16 March 1959.. The Air Force ia well awere of its cbligation to
keep the public adequately informed om this subject and press
releases are made periodically through the Department of Defense.

rorminromum, Iminclodngthelatestnepu.mlezrt.of
hm preu mu.n on \m:ldentiﬂed flying objects. _

Sincerely,

Incl oo LAWRERCE J. TACKER
| mw, USAF | g
Exscutive Officer
Public Information Division

- Office of Informetion Services
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Fajor Lawrence J, Tacker
Bxscutive (Officer

Public Information Division
Cffice of Information Services
Department of the Alr Force
Washington, D.C,

Dear ajor Tacker:

On the evening of 2L February 1959 an American Airiines UC 6 was fol-
lowed for many miles across northern Chio and finally to Detroit by three
unidentified flying objects. All the crew members and also all ihe passen=-
cers saw the UF0s., The reporied objects were star-like, three in numboer,
and Kent changing nosition relative i{o each other, The Cartain of the
American DC 6 stated that the UFOs definitely were not the belt stars in
the constellation COrion,

I mention a few details in this sighting tecause a few Akron radio
stations have announced that the Air Force has explained the objects seen
as the belt stars in the constellation Orion, 1Is this true? Has the Air
Fforce relzased a definite explanation for this sighting?

Our committee has on file the facts that two other commercial aircraft
in the Akron area also saw the three lights. These were boinh United Air-
lines flights, and both airﬂraft were in radio cormunication witn.each other
concerning the sizhting, We also have on file a number of crecismole ob-
“arvers EE“EEE.EEOUHd in the Akron area that saw the three lights pass
over flying west at 9:15 P.,MM, This time coincides perfectly with the sisht-
ing of the three lights by the commercial airlines.

If the Alr Porce has explained these sightings as the belt stars in
the constellation Orion, I ask you for an exrlianation of how this is possi-
ble, BEecause of the facts mentioned above, which have been verified, tne

three lizhts could not have been stars. If the 4ir Force insists that t
cbiects were stars and will not release there rcasons for these conclus 'Jns,
we will be forced to contact the prorer authorties to see that the air Sorce

mlzanation is investisated,

T---‘ﬁ - .ﬁ.“ 1] -",._ -*-*
UAU A2asazrcn Jomattes
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MAD o JART WS
225 ;_J AIR 3ASE GROUP
United States Alr force
srastar Pittsourgn Airport
voraopolis, Isnasylvania

SUBVECTe Unigentified Flying Objects

TC Commander
Air Technical Intellig=snce Centar
Wrizht Patterson Air Force Base

Dayton, Chio

1. In reference %o telepnone call received Irom Szt Soliesun, your
headquarters, at 0320 hours, 2 March 1959, concerning three unidsntifiad
lizats signted by tae tower operators here at uGrzater Pitisocurzn Airport

at acproximately 01LOZ, 25 February 1959, the following information is

submitted. Tl #C s Sp
ff*"hjc.f ’p cd
2. The tower operators on duty at the uidﬁ o the $ighting raportaq
that three lights were observed, An immediate cneck wita ¥ ‘dis=-
closed there were three 3-u473 in the area at the tine on a nizav r-IJeLLnﬂ
mission. The tower orerators made no r=port dus Lo the rach %Lners was
nothing unusual to report, X urthermore, no statamenis were mnads Lo the

nawspapers.,

.--_-.-.-—-.--r -

3. The names 0I The tower operalors woula nobt 02 given oy the conurol
tower supervisor because ne did not want the personnel ceoncarmed inveolivea
in an investigatiocn,

FOR THE COMMANLDE=:

//c/z’/'-wff y M'/zzl%‘

, 3 '!"l'\-‘" - r""f"“"‘
‘ . -h—-’ b -

uanuain, CSAF
Administrative QOfficer
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American Airlines, Inc.

Flicht 139 - February 24, 1959

Devarting liewark 1910 arriving Deiroit 2252.

It was approximately 2045 I noticed these three lights off my lefl wing
in the vicinity of Bradford, Pennsylvania. I was flying 8,500 VFR on top of
broken clouds, Visibility was unlimited with no upper clouds observed. It was
extremely difficult bo ascertain the distance of the lights. The color of the lights
were from a yellow to a light orange. The intensity of the lights also changed rom
dim to a bright brilliant. Sometimes the interval of tiie three 1izhits were icentical
to the Belt in the constellation Orion., Cccasionally the rear lights lzgzsd somewhat
benind, Also changed altitudes. During the 40 minutes of observation, the.tliree
1i:hts occasionally came forward from a 9 o'clock position %o a 11 o'slock position
and then fell back to the orizinal 9 o'clock position. Also occasionally the s
li-hts extinguished comrletely 2ltzarnating from one to another, scm2times the whole
three were extinguished and during this whole operation, 23 I mention=d before,
tne lignts changed in intensity. This éction'was not only seen bv mvself but four
crew nembers and passenzers on board and also by two other airplanes in the arsa,
The only rossible exclanation other than flying saucers could be a jet tanlker
refueling operation, llever having witnessed refueling operation at ni:ht, I an not

avare of the lighting of the Jjet tanker,

-

Iy air spe=d during this complete flight was 250 lnots indicated, I also d

not know the air sreed of tankers during orveration if this could be so., I contacted

1
-

™ - ;‘. # - ‘ﬂ - ’ - - . - -1 ™ .. ™ o . 'l-‘.n, . S . - -
AIC to find out if they had anv airrlanes on & clearance and no three airnlanszs wera

‘iw-raﬂ-

L

-
-

e = T 1™y h ol o .-h 1™ & -?—‘ -.':.'-I'I i"L %"’ 11 'ﬂ: - ‘*'- I :1: '1" — = . - N = a B B
.q--L --".ﬂl.-'-.--;ahuf , li-d' Jiﬂh} i _-.ﬂl-l..Lu _.'_"J-i- & o U"‘.} bl .r.ql-l(..p- 'r-r Ll--l'_d-_., . '.'.'1..; = _'rl-..[.-.' ; & =|._‘.¥T=-

- --: Fa o ‘: l;" Cwy W ﬂ'—-lI :I ‘I-'--r- - ... u J*.-! ?1 = .—\- . e - - L] I ] ::-:
sipeed and configuration, If they weren't jets I still don't know 2ny more then I dic

e R
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ozlore, even though I watched Liem for LO minutes hefors

ot

strong lights I was not zhle to ascertain anv size or shen The

- ll'r

vhe objects was 30" above 1y horizon. Distanca away is unknown.
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Yarch 4, 1959

Commander Air Technical Intelligence Center
lricht Patterson Air Force Base -

Chio
Att: ADCIN 4AE 4

Centlemen:

4s requested by telephone on February 25, 1959, 1 am attaching

«tatement from onr CaptaiJ rezarding objects sizhted on his flicht

139 of February 24, 1959.

Very truly yours,
ICAN ATRIINMES, IIT.

Jperations
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J500DTH AIR BASE WING

UNITED STATES AIR FNRCE
WITOHEL AIR FORCTE BASE, NEW YORK

oP :
Unidentified Flying Object Sighting |

ATIC
Wright- Patterson AFB

Chio

1. The following information is furnished in reply to your message,
AFCIN-4E4G-8-1592-E, dated 5 August 1959.

a. Attached is a statement prepared by Captain il
describing the incident. This statement was made shortly after the
incident occurred and was obtained from the Public Relations Depart-
ment of American Airlines. It was felt that this statement would be
more accurate since it was prepared when the incident was fresh in
Captai mind, rather than having him prepare a completely

new statement at this time.

b. The following additional information was received by telephone
interview with CaptanilB. The flight had departed Newark and was
on a VFR-direct course to Detroit. At approximately 2045 hours, at
a location approximately one-half way between the Williamsport OMNI
and the Bradford OMNI (Chart 18 USAF/USN Flight Information ~
Publication Enroute-Low Altitude) Captai sighted three (3)
lights at approximately nine o'clock to his aircraft. He was flying
at 8500 feet in the clear above scattered cloud tops at 5500 feet, The
top of the haze layer was at approximately 5500 feet. The pilot in-
dicated that at his altitude it was clear and unlimited. The lights
stayed off his left wing moving from the nine o'clock to the eleven
o'clock position and back as he proceeded Westbound on Victor 116
until he reached a position in the vicinity of the Angler Intersection
(Angler Intersection located on Chart 17 of the USAF/USN Flight In-
[ormation Publication Znroute-Low Altitude) where Victor 118 crosses
Victor 5. In the vicinity of the Angler Intersection the lights turned
toward the South and disappeared. At approximately this same time

Captai tarted his let down for an appo h to Detroit. During
the period that the lights were visible Captai-n& aircraft was

ONn an approximate hﬁding of 290 degrees. Immediately preceding

the sighting Captal was in the ieit seat and was having dinner.



T

& 4

The lights in the cockpit were turned low and he noticed the lights
off the leit wing by normal scanning of the area. e then turned the
cockpit lights off while he continued to observe the sighting. His
description of the lights was that they varied from a yellow to a light
orange and each individual light was the approximate size of a
quarter held at arm's length. The three (3) lights appeared to be

in trail, echelon upward, at an angle of approximately thirty
degrees with a distance between each individual light of about

the space of ten (10) quarters held at arm's length. The number
two light appeared to hold its position throughout the period of the
sighting. The number three light was quite erratic and would drop
back, gain altitude and then pull back into position. This occurred
approximately ten times during the period of the sighting. Captain
&lndicated at times the number three light appeared to be

dancing.

e. Captail_ has been flying since approximately 1540.
During the war he was a civilian flight instructor for approximately

two and one-half years with the Navy. For the past fifteen and one-
half years he has been flying for American Airlines, He has
approximately 20, 000 hours of flying time.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

~R/ F. WERKMEISTER 1 Atch

Major, USAF statement of (GGG
Administrative Officer '
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AFCIN-1AY, LTI cnpt.’ | . 11 March 1959
oy ey “ A ‘
314 5 - ' mmﬂn; Md/ac/éu‘}zluﬁ/mds 228 -
l., Refarence telerhone conversation

betweean
:nalysis of subjsct sighting and copy of c.ptw

2. Upon receiving an unofficial report of 8 sighting, the
merican Airlines office in Detroit was contacted. had noi made &
~itten roport and upon request of th.u Center, the Datroit office agreed Lo have

0% I subnit one.

3. In the meantime, snother revort of two United Airlinea pilots sighting of
2 same lights came in. The Pittsburgh Alirpert tower oporstors also ware reported
» have made AR observation of the lights. The 22534 Alr Fase Croup &bt Creafer
‘ttaburgh Airport was requestsd to iavestigcate. The tower grerators s=id there was
oching unusual 30 they didn't report it. liovever, a check w3 made with the 772nd
+«RON at Claysburg, Fa. and it was determined three B-47's vere in the are= oa a
sisat refueling operation.

- Capt-‘ desc: ipiion end ihat of the two United Afrlincs pilots
:incide. All %ures ochaervers were heading in a westsrly directiog and the lighis
al'e t‘ t:lﬂir lﬂft.

O+ & gheck was made with tie aircraft suppars systesw project orfice, Wripate
aiterson Air Foree 3ase, to determins thse charscteristics of 2 nigat refueliang
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speration. The tonksy haa several groups of llghtas which af a distance
ould appear %o be one or more lightass The tiue duwation of a refucling
operation varies, can last well oser aa hour, depending eu the type of
operation. The L«97 refueling a 5«47 will fly at 2n altitude ol approxie-
aately 17,000 feet at arocund 230 knots true. This would account faor the

lights being approximately 30 degrees above Capt ‘ﬂmﬁm and
his sighting them Jor 40 minutes.. :

6.: All evidence udium Glpt‘probnbly sew & refusling
amﬂm; t
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S5AFIS«3, ATTH: daj. Tacker ” 04 | | 1l izreh 1959
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u:m.a: zucm/mls-wl%fm a8

i1« This ll 8 DIXETy of the mmmum and evalwtiaa of & st ing r:u by
oo, ixerican u;-nms pilat. and other incividunls oi tLe eveding of

. Jobtzuaxy 195%.

2e Gl::ﬂ"u ¥ell 23 two United Airlines pilota and control tover
ﬂunn at Pittaburgh Alrport, obserwved Shree 1lights in iie night aky. The 2253
Sase Croup ut Ureater Fittaburgh Alrport was requested to investigate, The
ver operatars said there was nothing unusual 50 they didn't resort 1t. llowever,
sock was mde with the 77204 ACVROH et Clayaburg, iGe, and 1Y won detormined ticce
- .7's ware in the aree cn 8 right refueling operation. All cheervers descrigtion
.atantisted the sighting of ong and the same group of Uights,

Je A cheok was mmde with the Adrcraft Support Jysteme roject Uifice, rigite
rFersos Alr Sorce Dase, o determine the characteristics of ¢ udght refueling

scation. Ths tenker ias ssveral groups of lichte which at a distance .ould appear
70 obe Oor moge li;hta., Ths tixe duration of a 'refuecling cperation veries, e:n last

.1l over ua hcur, depending on tae type of operstion. The Le57 refueling & DeAT7
' inis

ca 1y sz az altitude of approximately 17,000 fest sf cround 2JU inots iruc.
23 asccunt for thae ligats Leing sporoximately 30 degrees alove Gapt-*

i2on and ki3 sceing thea for LC minutes,
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4o All evidence indicases toe observers probably 3aw a refusling
oraration.

S5« I8 13 suggested that a letter of appreciation for Gapt.-
J¢ addressed t0 the Axerican Alrlines ilew York O1fics. [This latter

showld also eonta:lnl smy of the adbove evidence,
e A oow ol cnpt'rtport is inclosed for your information.
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/mnumnun/mon mm-u.u [ oAy
REF TELECON BETWEEN CAPT COFAS, AFCIN-1Al AMND SOT BOLIEU, AFCIN-AEA,

10 MAR 59, commmm AN UFO SIGHTING BY AIRLINE PILOT CAPT o n s
THE FOLLOWING INFO IS SUBMITTED: cAPTSNP VAS RE.UESTED,
THROUGH AMERICAN ATRLINES OFFICE IN DETROIT, TO MAKE A WRITTEN
REFORT OF HIS SIGHTING TO THIS CENTER. CY OF THIS REFORT IS BEING
FORWARDED TO YOUR OFFICE. UFON INVESTIGATION BY THE 2253D AB GP

AT GREATER PITTSEURGH AIRPORT, IT WAS DISCLOSED THAT THREE B=47'S
WERE IN THE AREA ON A NIGHT REFUELING OPERATION. DURING REFUELING

i OFERATION, THE B-47 AND KC-97 ARE FLYING AT APFROX 17,000 FT AT A

SPEED OF APFROX 230 KNOTS. THIS WOUID ACCOUNT FOR TEE LENGTH OF

TIME OBSERVED AND THE ALTITWDE GIVEN BY CAPT (. mHIS

OFFICE IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE LIGHTS OBSERVED BY CA

R) C '?J' TY]

'-“'lh

PRECEDENCE TYPeE MSG (Check) ACCOUNTING ORIG. OR HEF’EHE TO CLASSINNMCATION
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A TWX's and Letters pertaining to evaluation of Sighting

B 2500th ABW Investigation

C ’Statement to American Airlines dtd 24 Fab 592
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F Refueling Area Boundaries
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UF0 SIGHETING O YLVANIA 7
Captain ,'7’5 P .
24 Febru o T ,;’.“

/
LY ¥
; by i I o

Departing Newark 1910 arriving Detroit 2252.

It was approximately 2045 when I noticed these three lightas off my left wing
in the vicinity of Bradford, Pennsylvania. I was flying 8,500 VFR on tep of
broken clouds. Visibility was unlimited with no upper clouds observed. It
was extremely difficult to ascertain the distance of the lighta. The color

of the lights was from a yellow to a light orange. The intensity of the lights
also changed from dim to a bright brilliant. Scometimes the interval of the
three lights was identical to the Belt in the constellation Orion. Cccasion-
ally the rear lights lagged somewhat behind. Also changed altitudes. During
the 40 minutes of observation, the three lights occasionally came forward from
a 9 o'clock position to an 11 o'clocie-position and then fell back to the ori-
ginal 9 o'clock position. Also, occasiocnally the lights extinguished complete-
ly alternating from one to another, sometimes the whole three were extinguished
end during this whole operation, as I mentioned before, the lights changed in
intensity. This action was not cmly seen by myself but four crew members and
passengers on board and also by two other airplanes in the area.

The only possible explanatiocrn, other than flying saucers, could be a jet tanker
refueling operation. Never having witnessed refueling operaticns at night, I
am not awvare of the lighting of the jet tanker.

My air speed during this complete flight was 250 knots indicated. I also do
not knowv the air speed of tankers during cperation 1f this cculd be so., I
contacted ATC to find cut if they had any airplanes on a clearance and no three
airplanes were given.

In sumary it wvas difficult for me to believe they were jets because of low
speed and configuration. If they weren't Jjets I still don't know anymore than

I did before, even though I watched them for 4D minutes before. Due to the
dark and strongz lights I was not able to ascertain any size or shape., The alti-
tude of the objects was 30 degrees above my horizen. Distance away is unknown.

A check was made with the aircraft support systems project office, Wrizht-
Fatterson AF3, t0 determine the characteristics of a night refueling operaticn.
The tanker has several groups of lignts which at a distance would appear to be
one or more lights. The time duration of a refueling operation variss, can last
vell over an hour, depending upcn the type of cperation. Refueling would take
place at approximately 17,000 feet and approximately =30 knots true.

During the investl

the Air Force datermined that there were three B-47's
in the area of Cap flight path during the hour of the sighting.

These B-47's were on refueling missicn.

AlL evidence indicates that Capt@ijjjJee=ocably saw a 3-47 refueling operation.




UF0 ANALYSIS SHLILT

tocation Fennsylvania

2l Fab 1959 Hour (2) 2045

Date

;¢ Visibility unlimited at 8500' - on top of broksn clouds

Deacription Three lizhts varying in color from yellow to orange, also

changing in intensity from dim to brilliant. Lights apparently moviag

east to west

Direction of Motion E to W

Satellite: (AFCIN-4F3, Fhone 69219) Checked -« objects much too slow end
uniform. |

Astronomical Phenomena (Meteor, Comet, Planet, etc) ObJjects too slow for

meteors - description doesn't fit - motion rules out planet

Radar Analysis (AFCIN-4E1) N/A

Natural Phemomena (Ball Lightaing, ete) Size of object rules oat "ball
li@tning'-

Zireraft, Balloons, Airships, etc, Fossibly aircraft

Evaluation of Source Rel iability__ Frobably very good.

Analysis and Conclusions: Information from Pittsburgh is that a B-iy7
refueling operation was in progress at the time of the sighting. This
operation took place in the area of the sighting. The Air Force bomber
:nd tanker aircrart were flying from east to west., witness indicates in
%13 statement that he is pot familiar with the light pattern used during
refueling operation. The objects of this sighting were probably due to
Zlsinterpretation of the lights on aireraft during a refueling oceratica.
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104 FRCHCEONONn w28 (2rtain g pilot £ =\ \rericen Alrilnes, Iis piane |
iy & GG .-.ia,..a.- ...:'._ o Saberr, YLD, B Punadda W . ew tha migns of Faa, |
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At the mambar snd emsgetar of,;)'ht wlilus 17.5 eswclbligneg the vwoay/ity ¢f tha ine

sent beyond dﬂdﬁm > 3
Tonregantstives of Lthe Air Porce nmade oaly iha most sorerfliclal hnwtiga im of this
iraideny, on investigetion (if such a “cro couid De mned 2o igndly 1ta seritlonce of
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~ilsts moy have 3izhted stars, especizlly the forzeticon Oricnl® -
wiition of the liev York Hersld Tribune cerrlad an afficial iy Force statoment ir
1ivect anower to sr inmiry about thls 5:ighting by six imeriazen and T-1t%ed 2irlve
ravs on Februsrr 4. Quoting the NICAP Sulletin, ] _._*_':___‘;_ﬁ___'rh"'_":':‘; ras~e, for Fehzvarie
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wiiec %he erTors of these idgunents, apg 56, three vwoeks lavterm *he 'ir Foroee of farec
N entirely diffarent exniaration, as follevws: #The American 0 |
crlery 24, cear Credfaord, Fentl ., Warse weedP lstar turned ocut 50 te a DA77 tyre

#r=1% acsomolizning niznt refueling rem a KC-57 carnger , . " Tn g stetament
3 LOuR Is_ang 21y Tea8 00 1Wren .. LADR., 3 %7 Aer't sare whet *he
Tes says, ne obiects 1 sav oould grovel at 2,000 miles an howr and vers defie

t 20 L LT st " '8 adoaeq,

2.7 ~ot gopventional aiversit,. If tnhe Alr Torce wen
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K3 _Lloe, and | know vnat KL =97 u.t‘r I0CED 111&,:‘?‘.1“‘;"::5 I ew vhat khey lock

s la operavicn st nijet, Aod tHat s n.s ey I saw,
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10 Al> Forcels third miplenation of his sighting,®nld ) sorrnd' oo vy 1nd nova satliaw
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DETROIT, FEB. 25-=(UPI)=-A REPCRT OF "FLYING SAUCEZRS™ OVER MIGH IGAN
DAY FOLLOWED ON THE HEELS OF SIGHTINGS OF THREE UNIDENTIFIED -¥LYIKG
JECTS BY AN E PLANELOAD OF PASSENGERS, PLUS THEI CREW.

MRS N SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN SAID

-~
4
OB

g OF

'SHE WAS OQUT IN A FIEZLD TRIMMING FRUIT TREES ASQUT 3 P.Me« TODAY

WHEN A HIRED HAND REPCRTED SEZING THREE OR FOUR OBJECTS "ABOUT THE SIZE
OF DINNER PLATES«"™ SHE SAID SHE ALSO SAW THEM AND THE OBJECTS APPEARED
LIGHT RED OR LIGHT PINK IN COLOR AND WERE "FLYING NMUCH FASTER THAX
A JITs | !

LAST NIGHT THREE STRANGE G OBJECTS WERE FIRST SPOTTED OVER
PINNSYLVANIA BY CAPT. OF SYOSSEY, NeYe, PILOT OF AN
AMERICAN AIRLINES PLANE ENROUTE TO DETROIT FRCM NEW YORX.

? CHECKED WITH HIS CO-PILOT, OF NYACK, NeYey AND
HIS INGINEER, WHO ALSO SAW THEM. THE NOTIFIED THE 35

y 41, MANUFACTURING MANAGEIR OF CURTIS WRIGHT DIVISION AT
UTICA, SAID HE AND THE OTHER PASSENGEIRS SPOTTED THE STRANGE BLUISH=-

WHITE LIGHTS AFTER NOTIFIZD THEM. HE ALSO PRAISED THE WAY
THE PILOT TOLD THE PASSENGERS ASOUT THE LIGHTSe "1T WAS VERY CLEVER,"

HZ SAIDe "THERE WAS NO PANIC CR WORRY AMCNG ANY OF THEM.®

m SAID WHEN KE FIRST SAW THE MYSTERIOUS LIGHTS, HE THOUGHT
sh&) THE BELT OF ORICNy, A GROUP CF STARS IN A ROW SIMILAR TO
THE LI%HTS HE SAWe BUT HE SAID HE LOCOXZD AGAIN AND FOUND THE BELT CF
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In 1958 the Unidentified Flying Objects Research Committee (UFORC) was formed. TIis
birth stemmed from the realization that an alarming public ignorance surrounded the sub-
ject of Flying Saucers, or Unidentified Flying Objects.

Since its formation the Committee has been working diligently throughout the northeast
ern Ohio area. It has furnished UFO information via radio, newspapers, television, and
public forums, and has provided speakers on many occasions. The AKkron area has come
to accept the UFORC as a reliable source of information on this subject. Akron's Mavyor,
Mr. Leo Berg, has commended the Committee by stating, "The UFORC is an educational
organization for the people, and should continue its performance. "

The UFORC has gained world-wide recognition through its first publication, "The Fitz-
cgerald Report'. In this, the Committee's second UFO report, the same high standard of

factual reporting has prevailed.
Many books have been written on the subject of Unidentified Flying Objects. Scores of

periodicals appear monthly. These have found their way into libraries, Universities, hosp
itals, churches, offices and other business, cultural and social centers, as well as into
private homes everywhere. It is the sincere hope of the UFORC that this second factual
document will not only further the understanding in Flying Saucers but will, perhaps, im-
part a sense of urgency to the reader and in that wav advance the case for UFOs.

[t is the aim of the Committee to place a copy of this document in the hands of the
President of the United States, his cabinet, all members of Congress, newspapers, radio
stations, libraries and persons, organizations and institutions where it is believed enough
interest and concern will be aroused to help bring about an official, {ull scale UFO investi-
gation.

-

For permission to use certain letters, documents and photographs and for reproductior
of varied portions of privately published periodicals and for information supplied by individ
uals, the Unidentified Flying Objects Research Committee wishes to acknowledge and give

credit to the following:

Major Donald Keyhoe (U.S.M.C., Ret.), 1536 Connecticut Avenue, N,W,., Washington, D.
Norbert Gariety, SPACE, 267 Alhambra Circle, Coral Gables, Florida; George Van Hecke
CSI, New York, New York; John Lester, Newark Star-Ledger, Newark, New Jersey; Al
Leaderman and Ed Keran, Detroit Times, Detroit, Michigan; Ralph Chapman, New York
Herald Tribune, New York, New York; Gladys Fusaro, Huntington, Long Island, New York
rrank Edwards, News Commentator for Mutual Broadcasting Company; Congressman ‘Wm.,
Ayres (Rep.) l4th District, Ohio; Ray Palmer, Flying Saucers magazine, Amherst, Wiscon.
sin: Curtis Fuller, Fate Magazine, Evanston, Illincis; Coral Lorenzen, APRO Bulletin,
Alamogordo, New Mexico; Hugh McPherson, Radio Station WCHS, Charieston, West Virgin
ia; Bob Barry, APIS, Ols2an, New York; Radio Station WAKR, Akron, Ohio; American Air-
lines, Incorporated, 100 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y.; Joseph M. Moran, Editor, Flag-
ship News [or American Airlirnes, Inc. ; Strategic Air Command, Offut Air Force Base,
Omaha, Nebraska; U.S, Department of Commerce, National Weather Records Center,
Asheville, North Carolina. Long Island Daily Press.
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At 6:30 A. M. on Tuesday, February 24, 1959 a flaming bluish-green object streaked
through the skies over Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin. The phenomenon described as be-
ing banana or cigar-shaped, was trailing sparks and [lame. It was sighted by airport con-
trol tower operators and by many excited citizens. It was said to be traveling at a very
high speed, and State Troopers at Bay City, Michigan described it as a bluish-green flame
traveling parallel to the earth.

Between 8:00 and 8:30 P, M. on this same evening, an Akron, Ohio couple sighted a
strange bright reddish-orange object with a flickering yellow light on the top. It hovered
momentarily and then moved away toward the north. Its outline was sharp, except [or the
top which was hazy. The weather was clear, and the object was observed for about twenty

minutes.
In northern Ohio the evening of February 24 was crisp and cold, the sky clear and the

visibility perfect. In Akron and in nearby Cuyahoga Falls the chance observation of three
starlike objects moving across the skv was made by several persons. This was a prelude
to the eventual unfolding of a related series of events,
The three objects were spotted at 9:20 P. M. moving [rom east to west. One oi the ob-
servers phoned Mrs. Roy Renner, a member of the UFORC, who, in turn, phoned Mr.
George Popowitch, Director of the Committee. Before the Director could get ouiside,
however, his phone rang again. The United Air Lines' I'light Operations Manager at
Akron-Canton Airport was on the line. He introduced the pilot of United Air Lines Flight 937
(name withneld by request), who then proceeded to tell a story of three starlike objects

which had paced his plane for thirty to forty minutes. -

TWO UNITED AIR LINE REPORTS

"Just outside Lockhaven near Williamsport, Pennsylvania', he reported, 'l ooserved
three brightly illuminated objects off my left wing tip. The plane was at 14,000 feet and the
objects were about 5 degrees above my horizon, moving parallel to the plane, east to wesl’

The Captain of Flight 937 had sighted the objects at 8:40and he kept them under constian
observation until 9:10 P, M., a period of thirty minutes. The Co-Pilot and Flight Engineer
confirmed this story with the Director of UFORC. However, the Flight Engineer stated he
had sighted the objects at 3:30, ten minutes earlier.

East of Youngstown, Ohio, according to the plane's captain Flight 937 descended to
12, 000 feet preparatory to landing at the Akron-Cantun Airport. While over Youngstown, th
three objects appeared to move closer to the aircraft. They were then seen (o fade, re-
appear, and resume their original brilliance, but not in unison. Near Warren, Ohio. the
lizchts "went off" compiletely and then reappeared. They were described as being bluisn-
white and definitely larger than any star. The objects then passed the aircraft, veered to
the right, crossing in front of the plane and ifinally disappeared to the northwest.

Meanwhile, over Pennsvlvania, shorrtiv before the above described aerial pnenomena
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was informed that no aircraft was in his vicinity at that time.

The foregoing incidents related by the two United Air Lines pilots substanti:
detailed account reported by Captain Peter Killian, a pilot for American Airlines. Captain
Killian is a native of Potistown, Pennsyivania. He is married, has three children and is
active in youth groups in Syossett, Long Island, New York. He serves as a Scoutmaster. a
explorer adviser, and as an instructor for rifle and archery clubs.

CAPTAIN KILLIAN’S REPORT

"I was on a flight from Newark, New Jersey to Detroit, Michigan, non-stop, and the
flight was carrying me through Phillipsburg, Bradford, and Erie, Pemnsylvania and directl’
across Lake Erie on to Detroit. My flight was at 8500 feet, and I was flying by visual fligh!
rules above an overcast. The overcast was roughly 5,000 feet and above the clouds,ceiling
and visibility were both unlimited. Though there were broken clouds below us at 5, 000 icet
all the sky above that layer was absolutely clear. We had a visibility of about 100 miles.
(Editor's note: U.S. Department of Commerce Weather Bureau reading at Phillipsburg
stated that three-tenths of the sky was covered with scatterd clouds 5, 000 feet above the
ground at 8:30 P. M., February 24, 1959). Roughly about 8:45, while I was having my din-
er, like all pilots do once in awhile, I noticed out of my left window to the south, three
yellowish lights in a single horizontal line at 9:00 o'clock position. I almost choked on my
steak when I saw them, but I just watched awhile without saying anything. These three
lights maintained this relative position for 35 to 40 minutes. Their color was from a yelloy
to a light orange and these three lights were in a horizontal position.

'""At first I thought it was the Belt of Orion but then [ took a second look and saw both the
belt and the foreign objects. I dismissed the theory of their being the belt of the Constella-
tion Orion. Orion was considerably higher; also, the objects were brighter and of a differ-
ent color. The objects were by no means close to the plane, but one would move in at
intervals, fall back again, and change its place in the formation while keepirg abreast of
the ship, which was traveling at 280-300 mph. Their position was maintained. Howeaver,
the third object, which was the last one in the line, occasionally dropped back somewhat,
gaining altitude. But generally speaking, they maintained the same position.

"Occasionally they speeded up quite a bit and pulled ahead to approximately 11:30
o'clock to my position, and then they would slow down again anddrop back to right off my
wingtip. As I say, this went on for 35 to 40 minutes. It shock me up slightly when [ first
noticed them, but after looking at thém for awhile [ sort of got used to the idea. ' But,
anyhow, the very big thing that struck me noticeablv was the brilliance or luminosity ot
their color. It would go from a very light dim to a very bright color, and then it would go
back to dim again. During this period, occasionally, the light would be extinguished com-
pletelv, and I would see only two of them and maybe it would come back again and there
would be three; then two lights would go out, and there would be only one. Occasionally
all three would go out,

"It was impossible to tell the distance because 1 didn't know their size nor their

itedd Lthe mon

altitude, although they appeared to be like the apparent size of the moon. Thev were defin-
itely higher than I was. At first, I estimated that the objects were not over a mile from us
This was just an impression; [ believe now that they were nat that clese. It would be Lhe
same thing if a person would have a light in the middle of a dark field at nizht. It would be
impossible for vou to know, just looking at the light, if this light were 100 feet or 1, 3
away trom vou, for if yvou don't know the size, vou don't get the idea of distance

"In all my period of flying, I have never in my life seen anything even remol
bling this in fifteen years with the airlines and also about thirteen years other thai
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commercially - a total of about twenty-eight years. It couldn't have been an apparition
because all the others on the plane saw them too. At times these objects emitted a whitish
light of blinding brilliance. Then it was like trying to see a dime behind a powerful electri
licht bulb.

"I had 35 passengers. After I first noticed the objects, I drew this to the attention of
my co-piict, John Dee, and to our flight engineer. We three sat there. The two steward-
esses came up, and the five of us actually sat there and watched them for quite awhile. In
the meantime, I was mulling over in the back of my mind whether I should tell it to the
passengers, and I finally decided to. Before I did, I also told them I had only a cup of hol
tea to drink and also that there were no lightning bugs in the cockpit. I said, 'Ladies and
gentlemen, American Airlines has a special treat for you tonight. If you'll look out the
windows on the left side, you'll get a look at our little surprise. They aren't stars and no
airplanes have colors like that. Make up your own minds what they are.'

"Everybody took it very well. As a matter of fact, it was most enjoyable to them.
There was only one passenger who was slightly apprehensive. I told him if there wer. _.ny
danger I am sure they would have done something long ago. Several passengers wantec
to go over closer, but I had to consider their safety, even if regulations had permitted this
I obviously did not have enough speed to catch up with the objects, and I thought discretion
was the better part of valor and remained on course. To enable the passengers to hav« .
better view, the stewardesses, Edna LeGate and Beverly Pingree, turned out the cabin
lights and everyone watched the spectacle for the next 35 minutes.

"I suppose I'm no different than all the rest of average American individuals regarding
Unidentified Flying Objects. We read about it and we wonder if the person who has sighted
such objects has been sober or sane or telling the truth. Generally, though, you have
another feeling like you can't discount them entirely, and that was generally my feeling.

I thought - well, there must be something to it, but what, I was never sure. These things
that I saw, did they belong to the Air Force? I'd like to say an airnlane always has white
lichts. One is a flaming light which shines straight forward, and the other is a white tail-
light, which you can only see if yvou are to the rear. So, in either case, if it were either
the landing light or the tail-light, if it were really an airceraft, it would be either flving
toward me or away from me, and in no event could they stay there [or 30 or 40 minutes.
That would in itself refute the idea of its being an aircraft.

"Their uneveu spa2ed and unusual external brilliance proves they were a type of aircraf
which is totally unfamiliar to us. Their motion also was unlike an airplane. QOccasionally
one of them would zoom straight ahead of me. Then it would drop back into position off my
wing, apparently lagging as if to let me catch up. The airplane was flying a constant cours
and these movements were easily observed. Occasionally, however, the rear fellow would
lag benind. He would be almost double the distance between the other two. I considered th
possibility that the lights were trying to signal, but [ could not discern any pattern in the
light changes.

"I had considered the possibility that the lights came [rom jet refueling operations and
suggested as much upon landing when I was interviewed by the Detroit Times. [ had dis-
carded the idea, however. for several reasons. At my then cruising speed of 280 to 300
miles per hour, I was going too slow for jets to stay off my leit wing for a long time. The
other factors were the changing position of the lights and their varying intensity. In addi-
tion, First Officer John Dee, after landing, had also considered the possibility ot 2 jet
refueling operation but had made a checlk and there had been no such flights. I also notified
olher planes in the vicinity, When I was over Erie, Pennsylivania i cailed on my company
irequency and asked if there were any other planes in the vicinity, and there were two
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there was one around Toledo, Ohio, and another around Windsor, Canada. And both of
them, when I brought it to their attention, had sighted the same three shining objects. And
the other two admitted that the objects were higher than they were. One had been watching
the lights for 10 to 15 minutes already, and a triangulation was done, and an estimate of 15
miles distance between me and the nearest object was made. The estimated size of the
objects was about 300 feet. I then called Airway Tralfic Control and asked them if they had
a flight of any three planes onan airway traffic clearance, and there were none. I also
tried to pick them up on my radar screen, but our radar is primarily for weather surveil-
lance, and not for airplanes, so I did not get anything on my radar.

"I personally was not contacted by the United States Government in regard to the sight-
ing. However, we have a procedure with the airlines that when there are unknown sighting:
of any Kind, we make a report for the company. which, in turn, reports this to the Govern-
ment for immediate dissemination. I immediately called my company in Detroit, and
Detroit itself gave it to the Government.' (Editor's note: The procedure Captain Killian
is referring to is known as CIRVIS - Communication Instruction for Reporting Vital Intelli-

gence Sighting from Aircraft.)

PASSENGER AND HOSTESSES VERIFY SIGHTING

One of Captain Killian's passengers, Mr. N. D. Puscas, 41, of 30835 Barton, Garden
City, Long Island, New York and General Manufacturing Manager of Curtis Wright Aircraf

Company's New York Division, had this to say to the press: :
"The way he broke the news to us was very clever. No one panicked or showed any

signs of worry. Everyone immediately began to show a keen interest in what was going on.
He did a fine job. There wasn't a cloud in the skv when I looked oul and saw the objects in
precision formation. They were round-like. and every now and then one would glow bright
er than the other as if it had moved nearer to the plane. I have been making that same trip
a number of times because the home office is in New York, but [ have never experienced an
thing like that before. It might have been imagination, but when the objert rose [ thought I

could see a little tail like an ehaust. " o
The plane's hostesses, Mrs. LeGate, 22, of Welton, Arizona, and Miss Beverly Pin-

gree, 25, Oakland, California, said respectively, "I don't know what they were. I'm a
terrific science-fiction fan but. . . " and "I'm not a science-fiction fan, bhut I know what [

saw."
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American Airlines arranged for the press to interview Captain Killian in New York.
Also, in their paper, Flagship News, they gave Killian front page coverage.
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Flagship

Mystery Escort Greets
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| oye It was no mirage. F/O Dee saw the same things.
ove r 2 , ’ s ur As iney watened, the end light maneuvered
‘ sharply, closing the gap between it and the other
— I, ~ | objects, then falling back. All the time, the mys=

The DC-6 _Fhu:s'nlp droned thruugh' the clear | terious objects remained abreast of the airplane

night toward Detroit. American Airlines Flight 139, | which was tiving at 250 miles an hour,
had left Newark at 7 pm. and Was scheduled 10 In the cabin, the passengers were enjoying the

land at Detroit Metropolitan at 9:35. | show.
[nside the cheerfully-lighted cabin, 335 passengers Capt. Killian radiced two other AA planes in
were enjoying a filet mignon dinner. the vicinity to make sure “I wasn't sesing lightning

The voice of Capt. PPeter Killlan cams over the | pyegs in the cockpit.” They reported back that they
loucdspaaker, “Ladies a=2 pgaptlemen,” he said, | had sighted the cbjects, too.

wamerican Alrlines has a special treat for you to= | For 45 minutes, the lights stayed with the Flag-

night: if vou'll look out the windows on the left | ship. Then they were lost as the sirplane dropped

side, vou'll get a look at our little surprise.” | through a haze to make its landing at Detrolt
Clearly visible off the leit wing Were what ap= = Metro.

peared to be three saucer-shaped orangs-yellow Once on the ground, the story spread quickly.

lights moving along with the plane. Newspapermen hounded Capt. Killian 1n his hotel

ia - . L i . I B
They aren’t stars, cmnt.::.iued .heﬂrnutain. and | . om. keeping him up until 2 am., and resuming
no airplanes have colors like that.” He told his | 4 .ir ceice hefors dawn

E:L: ::'ﬂifrﬂ o "mage up your own minds what they “T wns ~mared at tha interest tl1e stOry gener-
Capt. Killian first spotted the Lights as in# Flag- | “fi}edhi:;l ;';i:;‘_:::';:”t;[};ia‘i“*‘f“&“’r:;ar:“b:t;i
ship flew at 8.500 feet over the central Pennsyls | ;iwr*; of as.;;.,;;:,;.;;.;l groups "Radio. press and
vania town of Philipsburg, a well-known airiine | tEIi';‘-'l‘itDn p!;:u: 'r;‘;-;l'r'ed him :I'i"!; ;miinu a3 dis=
chack point, He had just started to eat his OWn | Saud 28 Gouth Carolina and o
dinner after turning the controls over to ¥/O * s g S Rp—
| Back In his home in Syosset, L. L., his phone 'an-
|

h
Joha Dee. zled constantly. Dut no one could decide, author-
“T almost choked on my steak when I saw them,” | itatively, what the strange oblects were,

sald Capt. Killlan, “but I just watched awhile | A native of Pottstown, Pa, Captl. Killian is "
wi*hous saying aaything'” It was a brand-new | reserve status wita American. He is active in youls
signt to the 15-year flying veteran. | groups in STosEet, serving a3 g scoutmaster, an

He turned to copilot Dee, “What do you see out | expiorer advizer. a club leader, auc as an instruce-
here on my left, John?" . tor for rifle und arensy clybs.

Captain Killian also appeared on radio and television in New York City. He accepted
invitations to speak before the Civilian Saucer Intellicence of New York. This commitiee

e
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nas 1in its possession 4 ten minute :..’lll"*:d l'.:‘lE{}hHﬂE.‘ conversation hetween Captain Siiiiadn L d
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Juch Me Pherson of Radio Station WCHS, Charleston, West Virginia in which he vivialy te
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L his experlience ot that eventiul niont,
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GROUND OBSERVERS CONFIRM AIR REPORTS

Added confirmation came {rom ground observers. On the evening of February 24, 1959
the neighbors of Mrs. Roy Renner, of Cuyahoga ¥alls, Ohio, saw something in the sky which
they did not understand and could not identify. Knowing of Mrs. Renner's interest in celest-
ial phenomena they called to her. The Renners came out immediately and, with their neigh-
bors, observed three mysterious lights. According to these witnesses, the lights were the
approximate size of the North Star, moving {rom east to west. Mrs. Renner, employing
binoculars, said that the lights appeared to be circular, and were of yellow-red coloring.
After observing the objects for about three minutes, Mrs. Renner made a telephone call to
the Director of the UFORC. He in turn reported the sighting to Akron Radio Station WAKR,
and requested that anyone having seen the lights should contact the Commiiltee. Several
persons called in with verifying reports. Their signed statements are in UFORC files.

. Mr. C. was one such observer. Mr. C.'s home is ten miles from the home of the

Renners, and is located in the southern section of Akron. He noted that the objects were
red and somewhat on the dim side. He stated that the sighting could not have been the
constellation Orion because the stars of Orion could be seen simultaneously in another part
of the sky.

Some persons phoning in had seen a prop-driven plane moving in the opposite direction
from the sighting, in another part of Akron. However, this plane was not observed in other
parts of the city, the explanation being that the airplanes coming from Cleveland-Hopkins
Airport to the Akron Canton Airport travel from Northwest to Southeast and cross only
certain sections of the city.

None of the ground observers reported hearing any sound. Neither did they see the air-
plane piloted by Captain Killian. According to estimates through triangulation, Killian's
plane was about fifteen miles north of the unidentified lights, so that it would have been out
of the sight and sound of ground observers at this time. (Captain Killian lost sight of the
lizhts when he descended through a haze preparatory to landing at Detroit, Michigan.) When
the lights were spotted from the ground at 9:15 P. M., they were evidently still pacing Cap-
tain Killian's plane enroute to Detroit to the northwest. Further confirmation of the direc-
tion, and consequently, that the airline pilots as well as observers on the ground were view-
ing the same objects, came [rom United Flight 937 reports. The pilot ot this flight lost
sight of the lights after thev had cut in front of his plane which was heading west toward the
Akron Canton Airport. The objects then veered toward the northwest and disappeared.

RELEASE OF OFFICIAL EXPLANATIONS

For three days, the Air Force maintained silence concerning these reports. Then on
the morning of February 28, it released to the press this official opinion of the Air Tecn-
nical Intellicence Center: ''Pilots may have been seeing siars instead of unidentitied [1ving
obiects in a recent flurry cif flying saucer reports.

The Air Force Technical Intelligence Agency at Wright Patterson Air Force Base,
Davton, Ohio, gave the opinim that the crew of an Air Force transport, {lying between
Washington, D.C., and Dayton filed a report similar to the reports given by the crews of
two commercial airliners. The Air Force transport was {lying under a broken cloud over-
cast at about 8500 feet altitude. Experts of the Technical Intelligence Agency said that (heyv
believed the pilots may have sighted stars, especially the formation Orion.”

‘b _‘1 r I ] ,'.". b B ) - = L] L 2 i e ; ye 5 e ™ . . - -

It should be noted that the Air Force statement says the Alr rorce transport Crew als
made a report "similar’” to those made by the crews of two commercial airliners. e Air
' - TI' » . . - Y PRy % . .'-.,. : 4 - ¥ e s W ¥ ® " y W . l B r i il = ' : b i . 7 2
Force, then, in essence, admits that their own men reported seeing three lighted objects
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It should also be noted that Air Technical Intelligence Center experts formulated the opinior
that stars were the objects sighted by their own men and the airline pilots.

Captain Killian's reaction to the Air Force offering was given clearly in a statement to
the Long Island Press: "I certainly know Orion when I see it. It wasn't any brief look.
During those 45 minutes I saw both Orion and the unknown objects repeatedly. So did other
airline pilots., Maybe they (the transport crew) did see Orion through breaks in clouds. T
can tell you this - no experienced airline pilot is going to he deceived like that. We've sce:
stars through cloud breaks many times, and those other crews have confirmed what [ re-
ported. Also, in our area, the only clouds we had were about 3500 feet below us. Above
that, visibility was unlimited; the sky was absolutely clear. Those other captains would
testify to that. So could everybody on our flight; the cabin lights were switched off and they
were all looking out. "

Deliberately the Air Force spokesmen had cast shadows upon the ability and integrity
of these veteran airline pilots. That Orion was clearly visible is a coincidence providing
ATIC with a convenient, though unsound, "out". But, applying such an explanation to the
airlines sighting is ridiculously far-fetched and completely contrary (o fact.

Pr. Orren C Mohler, assistant director at McMath-Hulbert Observatory of the Uni-
versity of Michigan adds his opinion to a host of others: "There is no astronomical expla-
nation of the reported sightings. I know of nothing that occurred in the skies that night
( February 24) that could account for the objects described. "

It would be interesting to learn the feelings of the crew who manned the Air Force
transport after being informed that they too had seen stars among broken clouds. Althougt
privately they may possibly protest the opinion of the "experts'. publicly they are in no
position to refute it.

Could Killian have been deceived by cloud-covered stars?” A man who has been tlying
since 1929 and who states he has never seen anything like this before, is not likely to be
deceived by something as familiar to him as Orion. Pilots of both American and United
flights have stated emphatically they saw the mysterious lights and Orion simultaneously.
Killian has said the sky was crystal clear and a passenger has verilied this fact. Visibil-
ity was one hundred miles. The U.S. Weather Bureau verities this. In a call to the Killiar
home, Mrs. Killian said Captain Killian has studied astronomy, and that he refuses to be-

lieve that he ''saw stars''.
Evidently the Air Force wasn't too sure Captain Alllian had seen (he stars either.

What they had issued to the press for release to the public was a rather simple explanation
one they feit would be acceptable in most cases. However, a need !or an adaitional inter-
pretation must have been felt for three weeks later the Air Force ollered a second, more
imaginative, reason for the events of the night of February 24th.

'"The American Airlines sighting ot February 24 near Bradiord, Pennsylvania

i I L o] "I
..m-Lr t—_J{.l

out to be a B-47 type aircraft accomplishing night :‘muplin;{ from KC-27 tankers. The
American Airlines pilot's report of the sighting confirmed this and A:r Force records sho
that three B-47 type aircraft were in the vicinity of I ““::.:f}rd. Pennsvylvania on a night re-
fueling operation. The tanker has several groups of lights which, at a distance, would

appear to be one or more lights. The time duration ol a refueling operarion varies and ca
last well over an hour, depending upon the tvpe of operation. The KC-87 refueling 3-47
will fly at approximately an altitude of 17, 000 [eet at around 230 knots ",15 would accoun
for the lizhts being approximately 30 degrees above the American A 3 Dl norizon
ard his seeing them for 40 minutes.’




One can only speculale as to why, after three weeks, ATIC experts were i-ut,r-d to com
up with this second explanation. Perhaps it was because they realized too many people
would nodtice a sameness in the reports filed by military and commercial pilots in [light
that night along with reports coming from ground observers in Ohio and Pennsylvania.
There is the possibility the "stars through broken clouds' explanation simply did not jell -
and in truth, backf{ired.

There are several obvious holes in the jet refueling story. All witnesses have agreed
that three separate lights were seen. Does this mean that there were three jets? Jets
carry no such powerful lights. And, if not jets, then is it to be assumed that there were
three tankers in the sky, each employing a powerful lizht?

In a press release, Major Lawrence J. Tacker, executive officer of the Air Force Pub
lic Information at the Pentagon stated that the planes were "lit up like Coney Island'. Are
we to believe that three single lights can at any time resemble Coney Island? And is Coney
Island limited to lights of one color? Air Force KC-97 Tankers, revealed an Air Force
spokesman, use several types of signal lights during refueling operations. Doesn’t it seem
feasible then that while jets are refueling some of these other lights would also be seen”?
Yet at no time were the lights seen described as being either red or green, both required
colors of lights on planes.

In a statement to the Long Island Daily Press on March 24 Captain Killian said, "I don’
care what the Air Force says, the objects [ saw could travel at 2, 000 miles an hour and
were definitely not conventional aircraft.

"[f the Air Force wants to believe that,' he added. '"it can. But [ know what a B-47
looks like and I know what a KC-97 Tanker looks like; Further, I know what they look like
in operation at night. And that's not what [ saw. ' Killian claimed this was the Air Force's
third explanation of his sighting, ''all contradictory and none satisfactory"

"1 know that there are fourteen lights on the belly of a lanker,” Killian continued, "'and
none are of the orange hued brilliance, nor the size of the ones I saw on the objects. And
furihermore, the objects were at least triple the size of any tanker or bomber we have.
And they looked like the apparent size of the moon. "

Killian went on to say the objects were spotted by another airline pilot two minutes

lat «r seventy miles away. ''That puts their speed at roughly 2,000 miles an hour.™ he said.

"These explanations come from Washington, but not one of these fellows has bothered to

cortact me to hear my storv firsthand. ™
Admittedly, Killian had considered the possibility of the lights being those ol jets, but

I +d ruled this out. He said the lights were too large, the wrong color, too varied in inten-
sty of brightness, and that they changed position too erraticaliy to be jets.

Both Killian and the nilot of United Flight 321 had checked with other pilots in the area
to make sure they weren't just seeing things. The lights were seen trom different angles
and altitudes. The pilots and crew members of five planes, in addition to 335 passengers
witvhed them for approximately 40 minutes.

The fact that the pilots checked with Airway Traffic Control certainly lends credence ic
Ihe incident.

ATC functions under the jurisdiction of the Federal Aviation Agency, their responsibil-

C
ity heing to regulate and police air traffic. THE-H'E‘ ‘1*:’1',' exist a iiiff“‘t”li“‘ of opinion as to
whether ATC knows, or is required to know, 3Str: c Air (.m':t. and's flight ‘}'J.“ . A
letter was sent by UFORC to Strategic Ail f‘un‘ll"lﬂ d, Otftut Air Force Base Omaha, NebD-
raska. The inqutry was, "Were there ti'.‘,' 'a%(:' nlanes in the designaled area’ ."-'; e /
> A light plans filed that night with ATC?" The pu ‘r*‘f,:w- of this inquiry was to ascertain
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whether ATC would have had knowledge of high altitude operations performed by SAC. Thet
reply, "All SAC flights are coordinated with the Federal Aviation Agency which you reter to
as Airway Traffic Control. ™

The American and United Air Line pilots, upon seeing the unknown objects, acted in
accordance with standard procedure. They contacted ATC, inquiring if there were any re-
fueling operations and/or if there were any planes in the area. To the knowledge of ATC
there were none. First Officer John Dee of American Airlines also checked with ATC upon
landing in Detroit, and he, too, received a negative reply. Their inquiries mainly were for
the purpose of establishing identity of the foreign objects. It is significant, we believe, tha
the U.S. Air Force's Air Technical Intelligence Center, which is responsible for investiga-
ting UFOs, apparently did not even bother to check with ATC, and that prior to releasing
their numerous explanations they did not interview Captain Killian in order to receive the
details first hand. Nor did they question the other pilots, crew members, the passengers
or the ground observers.

Assuming there were night refueling operations being performed secretly, what damag:
could result from legitimate inquiries such as those voiced by the pilots? ATC could easily
have replied that a secret mission was being conducted by the Air Force. Such an explana-
tion would have dispelled all doubt in the pilots' minds regarding the peculiar objects they
had observed. By ignoring the fact that ATC is the police force of the air lanes, Air Intel-
ligence has openly placed Air Traffic Control in a compromising position.

|
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‘Tlving Saucer’ 9 f*]ltmm Still Get Air Foree

thing wh{ 2&htings is complete,

By Ralph Chapman

When an American Airlines
pliot, fAying a DC-6 non-stop
from Newark to Detroit, re-
ported Tuesday night the sight-
ing ol three mysterious objects
in the sky. the Air Force didn't
exactly yawn but there was
none of the excitement in the
Pentagon that su a report
might have engepdered ten
years ago.

The Air Defens4 Command.
charged with the gesponsibility
for investizating | all UFO's
(Unidentifled Filyihg Objects)
or "flying saucers.l' has devel-
oped tecnniques the point
whers 2vaiuation =uch sight-
Ings has become ainost routine.
Duringz the last =ix months of
last year, accordidg to an Air
Force spokesman in Washing-
tont, 296 cases of “mysterious”
things seen In the sky were 11-
vestizated. Only two were class-
ifisd as “unknown.”

Thia i3 what people on the
ground or n planes actually
saw: 23 weather balloons, 60
alrcralt, 98 astronomlical ob-
Jects (meteors, elc.), 4 mand«

e e

can't remember
tney sober up ¢
commenied nne
“THER .
most people who yenort actual-
ly have seen
trouble is that
the knowledge
what they see,
Not too long #dgo there was
the case of the |soldiers at a
Nike base In aryland whn
“saw" a flying saycer land with
lights full on. A Investiga-
tion team hurried to the base
and found a quick explanation.
A near-by da farmer had
turned on fiocod ‘lights st his
bam during the darly hours of
s winter moming. During sum-
mer months, the !ights were un-

neCessaAry.

e next day,”
Bcer drliy.

y don't have
understand

The Alr Force has learned

ais0 that there are cycles in
sightings of flylng saucers.
These correspond almost ex-
acUy with the appearance of
TV shows, movies, books or
plays dealing witH visitors {rom
outer space.
Look More, e More

A factor governing-the num

ber of reports !s what has be-

gWeyer” trmatr mitled, 1n

1

‘Kenneth  Arnold,

Military guthorities were
themselves jittery, it i3 now ad-
the years mme-
cdiately after World War II. The
whole business began on Junr

24, 1947, when a man nnmprl
of Boise. |,

Idaho, reported that, while fly-
ing his own plane, he had seen

\ng at an estimated 1,700 miles
an hour between Mt. Rainler

and Mt. Adams, Wash. He de-
objects as “like a
ippinz across water.”

Within days,
en over England, South

Africs, Australia and China.
OnYy they weren'l alwayvs sall-

Ccers. me wers cigar-shaped,

others Wwere “blobs." still others

ke a conventional air-
the latier category,
Air Foree now in-
i3 exactly what

at least, t
sists that
they were,

Outside the ™litarvy., how-
ever, there are marny who insist
that interplanetary travel is a

. ({act except {or earthlings. There

are some who 20 0o far as to
say that Lhe A:r Porce 15 well

nine disk-shaped ohjects speed-. |

“eaucers'"

£ " i
- 1 L&
iy
-
I!-r.nu'.»' Liiat cAanl =2ll books
!E'.h;i n:.u.f v2ine mricles based on
hat Hoe, They) are n.a‘;:".:-.g A

"'!'If E"H.-‘ tlu'nﬂ "“f il

1-""” ' '1:1 OO ALY snlree onl-
aﬁgb*nwt IJ'

1.]\ LWt ":'-"I'T -

.nmnu.i p:-yrhnmxtst comes Lhe
opinlon thal peopig sef _Lying
saucers just hecause thsy want

to see them. “"Magy people to-
day are In need of fantasy,” he

sald In Zurich, , TP=
cently.

Capi{ Pete m the pliot

; ce of

the st rnnne hﬂu dtm-'«.g his
lizht to Detroit, thinks other-
wise. A veleran of filteen years
of commercial fiying, he ought
{0 know. He was careful t
draw the allention of his craw,

'hu*r flve passe

non.

-

A. F.

Ir. his Syosset,
told the H
of these wxmrm
own ohservallonsS? .

“I em sure thére are people

-
on other planets'and thatl they

made salellites, and 50 miscel- . :
laneous (birds, etc.). In the :?.:ﬁ- ;Fz;:‘“:ﬂ 1?’ r::rn!d iaware of this but is keeping it j8Ve solved the probiem b:f
remalning sixiv-one  CAaSeS, moare Americans ars ! g up, Quietl for fear of [rightening P"’“ TN Sos SRRy 0>
there were (nsulicient dats 0 gepecially at nighl. A re- |peopie. This group has a con- _""“_ SDOS SPNEE "mﬂ!":. e
show that anything had been cyjt thev ars ethg more [sideradle folioamz n%:z&f‘tn__: = ti‘ . “r:'f‘ 2 bim
seen at all. l shooting SLArS d other "We know apout these peo- aut 2% I't. “ri'; '.;ﬂ?: ,;:l‘*:;
The Dary/Alter heavenly nh'nm"f han ever (ple.” said the Alr Poree spokes- | lfm;t sighting of fiying seueirs
“Thers are alWays a certaln before. Add coid waj [:iters and !man. Th"" ‘4 not & wWord of g:“.“'p or they myiﬂ

#V SAY out they |

nunoer of casep where thay the reecipe for {lying saucer |‘ruth in wha Satadas- S

In the above newspaper article the Air Force attempts to confirm their explanations by
discrediting reliable witnesses through the implication they are either incompetent or drun

Captain Killian took particular exception to this statement, pointing out that the Air Force
is well acquainted with rules forbidding airline pilots {rom drinking before flights. 'Ti's
one ot our strictest rules. '’

HOW ROUTINE iS ROUTINE?

In this article the Air Force spokesman states also that the «valuation of UFO sighting
nhas become almost routine. Could it be possible that the i.rn'nr-;fiwurm of such sightings
:as become routine to the extent that the investigators don't even bother to investigate ?
Who or what was investigated in regard to the airline sighting? They d d not interview
Caplain Killian, nor did they question Co-Pilot Dee, ithe siewardesses, the passengers or
the ground observers, As far as is known, none of these pesople were at anv time contacted
by ATIC.

Do«s the allegation made by the Air Force spokesman about ti ruthful non-military
opportunists who are "making a good thing of it"” and who insist th: arplanetary travel

12




is a fact, include reputable individuals like Professor Hermann Oberth, world famous
rocket and space travel authority, who flatly states: "I believe the flying saucers come
from other worlds. "

Does it include Dr. Clyde W. Tombaugh, astronomer. discoverer of the planet Pluto,
and chief of the Armed Services' search for natural satellites, who says, ""These things,
which do appear to be directed, are unlike any other phenomena [ ever observed. . . other
stars in our galaxy may have hundreds of thousands of inhabitable worlds. Races on these
worlds may have been able to utilize the tremendous amounts of power required to bridge
the space between the stars. "

Or Dr. J. C, Bartlett, Jr., noted Baltimore astronomer who has sighted both disc-
shaped and rocket-shaped UFOs and has said, "It is not impossible that they come from

another planet. "
Or William Lear, winner of the Collier Aviation Trophy. president of Lear, Inc. (air-

craft and electronics equipment) who has said; 'l believe the {lying saucers come from out-

er space, piloted by beings of superior intelligence. "
Also note how carefully the writer of the Herald Tribune article avoided expressing the

opinions of anyone within the military. There are scores of former military men who have,
since 1947 issued public statements that UFOs are real:

VOICE OF THE MILITARY

Rear Admiral D. S. Fahrney, Ret., former Navy missile chief, '""Reliable reports
indicate there are objects coming into cur atmosphere at very high speeds. The way they
change positions would indicate that their motion is directed. "

Senator Barry Goldwater; a jet flying Air Force Reserve Colonel, "Flying saucers --
UFOs -- or whatever you call them, are real.”

Albert M. Chop, former Air Force official who handled UFO information, "One thing
is absolutely certain. We are being watched {rom outer space. "

Lt. Col. Lee B. James, Army missile expert at Huntsville, Alabama, "The lights see!
by airlines were quite possibly from outer space. [ know they're not commg from Russia.
We in this civilization are not that advanced yet. "

Lt. General P. A, Del Valle, U.S.M.C., Ret., "There obviously is something to the
'flying saucers' which has been withheld from American citizens. There should be a ser-
ious investigation of authentic reports, and all factual evidence and possible conclusions
should be given to the public. "

General Ceorge C. Kenney, former chief of the Strategic Air Command, "We're
completely mystified. We have nothing remotely like the machines described. [ wish we
did, "

Commander R. W. Percy, U.S.N.R.. Ret., electronics engineer {or the Federal
Communications Commission, "'l personally believe UF0Os are space ships {rom other,
advanced planets. "’

Needless to say, the Tribune article author is quite aware of the prestige in the name,
Carl Jung, and has used it to a convincing advantage. However, in complete fairness to the
FOs, it should also be stated that from this same man came the words, "I do not possess
sufficient evidence (ref. UFOs) which would enable me to draw definite conclusions. ™

The Herald Tribune article should have also printed Dr. Jungs' other statements, such

as "'l do not posse=s sufficient evidence which would enable me to draw definite conclusions.
The evidence available, however, 1s convinecing encugh to arouse & continuous and fervent
interest. If it is true the Air Force witholds facts, then one can only say this is the most
stupid policy one could invent. .. The public cught to be told the truth,’
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Donald Keyhoe, Director of NICAP, declared that the Air Force spolkesman's statement
appearing in the New York Herald Tribune was plainly meant to serve three purposes:
1. To offset the airline crew's reports.
2. To warn all airline pilots that they too would be officially ridiculed if they publicly
reported UFO sightings.
3. To reduce the growing support of Capitol Hill for open UFO hearings.

In an interview with the Newark Star-Ledger (December 22, 1958) a group of more than
fifty commercial airline pilots blasted Air Force procedures and conclusions concerning
UFOs. Here in full is the article:

ilots ridicule AF secrecy on saucers

By JOHN LESTER | Arother caid he was certain! In referriny 1o the UFO sorrecy aftarwads is Fhhject
Starf Writer Mmany pilots “foreet” to repoertitrackine by Civil Aeronanties 14 a m Nimur of 1) veors in
A group of more than 507 L () siglitinos Idi:"'li"t‘_”lﬂﬂ K- +'“|5,;{-r::_\.r radar men stationes! s andl a fine o) SRR ) B
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THE INEVITABLE SILENCING

As of this writing, Captain Killian is no longer discussing his sighting of the three un-
known objects. After his initial comments in newspapers, exposing the obvious flaws in the
Air Force's explanations, the muzzle was quickly applied. American Airlines, through Air
Force insistence, was forced to silence Killian, their attitude being that good relations with
officialdom must be maintained at all costs. Consequently, he was requested not to publi-
cize ''so controversial a subject'. (It would certainly seem that the Air Force Public Infor-
mation subordinates at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., have contributed their share to
the '""controversy' by persistently manipulating UFO facts in a manner that could breed

nothing else but confusion. )
When Killian, in a private telephone conversation, was asked to comment on this, he

said, ""Let's put it this way; my company doesn't want me to talk about it any more." And
later he added, "I feel very deeply concerned with this loss of my own personal freedom."

To illustrate how the subject reached controversial proportions, the following is
presented:

July 5, 1947
Air Corps Spokesman at the Pentagon: ''No investigation is needed. The saucers are
only hallucinations. "

July 7, 1947

| Air Corps Public Relations Officer at the Pentagon: ""We can't ignore this. Too many
reliable pilots are telling the same story - flat, round objects. able to out-maneuver
ordinary planes and faster than anything we have. Too many stories tally. We have a
jet at Murcoe and fighters at Portland standing by. "

 i— =

An Air Force Spokesman at the Pentagon: '"The {lying saucers may be one ol three

things - solar reflections small meteors or icing conditions. "

July 7 1947

' Pentagon statement to all press services: "Army Air Intelligence officers since July 2
have been investigating reports of unidentified objects flying at very high speads in
various sections of the country., No such phenomena can be explained by any experi-
ments being conducted by the Army or Air Force, and the statenments of witnesses are
being correlated in an effort to identify the reported objects. "

September 23, 1947

~ Otficial analysis report from ATIC to General Hoyt Vandenberg, Commanding General,
Army Air Corps: ''The reported phenomena are real. "

July 24, 1543

~ General George C. Kenney, then chief of the Strategic Air Command, after the soc-
called "space ship'" sighting by the pilots and a passenger of an Zastern Air Line plane:
"We're completely mystified. We have nothing remotely like the machine described.
I wish we did. "

Autgust (date withheld)

" Top secret estimate of the situation by ATIC later declassified but never released,
stating that the flying saucers were interplanetary space sihips.

January 8, 1349

" Air Corps statement to press after death of Captain Thomas Mantell, Jr., World War
[l ace, "Captain Mantell wa s killed while in pursuit of a flying sauc |
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December 27, 1849
Air Force Press Release: '""The Air Force has discontinued its special project of in-

vestigating and evaluating reported flying saucers. The reports are the result of mis-
interpretation of various conventional objects, a mild form of mass hysteria, and
hoaxes, and continuance of the project is unwarranted. "

December 29, 1949
Declassified Air Force secret summaries of Intelligence investigations of UFQOs:

"It will never be possible to say with certainty that any individual did not see a space
ship, an enemy missile, or some otner object." Discussing the motives ol possible
visitors from space, the Intelligence report also stated: ''Such a civilization might
observe that on earth we now have atomic bombs and are {ast developing rockets.

view of the past history of mankind, they should be alarmed. We should therefore ex-

pect at this time above all to behold such visitations. "

February 22, 1950
Air Force Headquarters statement after a Navy visual and radar tracking report of two

UFOs at Key West Naval Air Station: "There is absnintely no evidence that flying

saucers exist. "

March 22, 1950
Air Force statement after the published flying saucer report by Commander (now Cap-

tain) R. B. McLaughlin, U.S.N., then officer in charge of Navy guided missile tests
at White Sands Proving Grounds. This report, cleared by Security and Review at the
Pentagon, described several UFO sightings at White Sands, including the report of an
elliptical object over 100 feet long tracked at 18, 000 miles per hour at an altitude of
26 miles. Air Force comment when queried about this Navy report: We have no evi-
dence that the flying saucers are other than hallucinations, hoaxes, and errors in ident.
ification.

January and February, 1951

Air Force statements:
reports are hallucinations, mistakes, hoaxes or natural phenomena.

[n

""We have no evidence that such objects exist; In general, such

"N

June 24, 1951
Air Force statement given to Look magazine by an ATIC colonel: '"These reports

come from sincere people; they are not crackpots. They are seeing something; we
have to find out what. "

From this date on the Air Force has consistently clouded pertinent UFO informaiion
to such an extent that legislative bodies as well as the public in general are still confused.
It is easily seen how the Air Force has obscured the real UFO issue by throwing [irst
not and then cold water on the subject. Is it any wonder the public is now faced with a
‘controversial subject'?
It is either a case of deliberately confusing the public or that the left hand deces not knov
the right hand is doing The Air Force found itself struggiing with the problem of wha

what
L0 tell the public after the tremendous surge in sightings by highly trained observers. It coul
either reveal its evidence that the UFO's were real, and probably interplanetary, or it coul
orush oif the reports as being worthless., The latter policy was chosen and it remains in
torce to this dayv., Why?

: . 'S (he Alr orce has veen attacked and charged many times with cover up

leading statements’, ''censorship’. and "eriminal negligence' in dealing with UFO"s
sn't it time this situation came to a focus?
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Has American Airlines been intimidated also? Have they been forced to be an accom
plice to this canny censorship? Apparently so, for they have lowered the boom on Killian,
Is this considered an infringement on his "personal freedom"? Is this possible in a democ;

In April, Representative S.N. Friedel (Dem., Md.) after a conference in Washington
with NICAP Director Major Donald Keyhoe USMC Ret., and Advisor Lou Corbin, promised
a thorough investigation . He would request an Air Force explanation of Captain Killian's
treatment. Doesn't it seem strange, after the world wide publicity this incident received,
that it should terminate by Air Force pressure?

Why after 12 years, hasn't the Airlines Pilots Association stepped forward demanding
a "cease and desist" of the ridicule campaign? Every pilot that ever reported observing

a UFO received the usual standard procedure of insults. 1If an end is desired, the members
of the Association can rest assured, of support from the thousands of people in the UFO field

Contact should be made with the National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena,
1536 Conneticut Ave., Washington, D.C. They are in co-operation with hundreds of other
UFO organizations in the country, willing to co-operate with the pilots . It is strongly
urged that the Association and members give this their unequivical consideration.

Doesn't it seem logical, that after 12 years of this reported phenomena, the Congress
of the United States should have acted in behalf of the people they represent? Without a
shadow of a doubt, every Congressman sent to Washington has received some type of in -
quiry about UFO's. They have been petitioned again and again by sincere citizens to

have UFO data held by the Air Force, released.
Some Congressman have tried to get the Air Force to yvield all UFO data. These men,

who represent the American people, receive in reply to their eiforts, a well worded "form
letter" whichalways amounts tothe same polite brush - off. This "fact sheet" is like a hrok
record . It has been issued every six months to the news media with the same watered dow

versions of UFO information, )
Many of our congressman have apathetically accepted this well worded and concise forn

letter, Still others, like Senator Barry Goldwater of Arizona (Rep. ), are helping to bring
the UFO "controversy' to a head in the form of a public hearing,

Isn't it true that informed people are iree people? I3 it [rue that the public is not heing
fully informed about UFQO's? 350, are we a free people? What secrets are being held by a
tew? Who is basically responsible for the witholding of this information from the public?

The Air Force? Or could there be some other agency shepherding the Air Force?

While the silence order was imposed on Captain Killian however the same did not anpl:
t0 Mrs. Killian. She remarked, "'Although the Captain isn't talking, [ can talk." Mrs.
Killian was asked if American Airlines had been approached by the Air Force and she re-
plied, "The company was approached, regquesting the silence, and of course they had to
comply. The company at no time before this requested (he Captain not to talk about this
sighting. And in fact the companv had newsmen and photographers at LaGuardia Airport
10 meet the Captain when he landed back in New York irom his trip after the sighting. "

Mrs Killian was then asked if Captain Killian would be willing to o before the Space
Committee hearings in Washington to relate his story. Mrs. Killian replied, "Definitelv
In fact, a senator asked the Captain if he could come to Washington and tell his story. The
Captain said 'Yes, I would go, but you would have to subpoena me. ‘Then I could talk.'”
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TACKER LETTER (CON'T.) Bk Jine 1845

There 1s only one official explanation evaluation
or this sighting. It is the fagt that Capt. ﬂ actually
viewed a Strategic Air Force aerial retu2ling operation.

I trust this is the information you desire.

Sincerely,

- L
Ma jor, USAF .
Executive Officer

wlic Information Division

Office of Information Services

Akron 7, QOhio

COPY OF ENCLOSURE —

"Departing Newark 1910 arriving Detroit 2252.
"It was approximately 2045 I noticed these three lights off my left wing in the vicinity

of Bradford, Pennsylvania. I was flying 8,500 VFR on top of broken clouds. Visibility
was unlimited with no upper clouds observed. It was extremely diificult to ascertain the
distance of the lights, The color of the lights were from a yeilow to a light orange. The
intensity of the lights also changed from dim to a bright brilliant. Sometimes the interva
of the three lights were identical to the Belt in the constellation Orion. Occasionaliy the
rear lights lagged somewhat behind. Also changed altitudes. During the 40 minutes of
observation, the three lights occasionally came forward from a 9 o'clock position to a

1l o'clock position and then fell back to the original 9 o'cloek position. Also occasionally
the lights extinguished completely alternating from one to another . sOmetimes the whole
three were extinguished and during this whole operation, as I mentioned before, the lights
changed in intensity. This action was not only seen by myself but [our crew members and
passengers on board and also by two other airplanes in the area.

"The only possible explanation other than flying saucers could be a jet tanker refuel-
ing operation. Never having witnessed refueling operation at night, I am not aware oi the
lighting of the jet tanker.

"My air speed during this complete {light was 250 knots indicated. I also do not know
the air speed of tankers during operation if this could be s0. I contactad ATC to find out if
they had any airplanes on a clearance and no three airplanes were given.

"In summary, it was difficult for me to believe they were jets because of low speed
and configuration. If they weren't jets I still don't know anymore than [ did betor

though I watched them for 40 minutes before. Due to the dark and strong lights I was not

- even
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able to ascertain any size or shape. The altitude of the objects was 30 dezrees above my
horizon. Distance away is unknown.

"During the investigation the Air Force determined that there were three B-47's in
the area of Capt. Killian's flight path during the hour ot the sighting. These B-4T's werc
on a night refueling mission.

"A check was made with the aircraft support systems project office, Wright-Patterson
AFB, todetermine the characteristics of a night refueling operation. The tanker has
several groups of lights which at a distance would appear to be one or more lights. The
time duration of a refueling operation varies, can last well over an hour, depending upon
the type of operation. Refueling would take place at approximately 17,000 feet and approxi-

mately 230 knots true.
"All evidence indicates that Captain Killian probably saw a B-47 refueling operation. "

This letter purports to contain a complete and exact statement from Captain Killian.
Unfortunately, there is no indication of when or where these alleged statements were made.
There are no quotation marks: nor is the statement signed.

Paragraphs three and four would definitely lead one to believe that Captain Killian was
not familiar with a jet refueling operation. Compare this with Captain Killian's statements
made to the Long Island Daily Press on March 24, 1959. (See Page 10) Obviously, the two

are in direct contradiction.
Paragraph five of the above report states that Killian, while viewing the objects was

not able to discern any positive size or shape. However, Civilian Saucer Intelligence of
New York City, in an interview with Captain Killian, quotes him as saying, "They appeared
to be like the apparent size of the moon. "

The Air Force, in Paragraph six, indicates a night refueling operation was in progress
in the area of the Killian flight. Again, refer to (Page 5) of this report where it will be note
that ATC (the supreme regulatory body for air traffic, both civilian and military) had no
knowledge of any flight of three planes in the area of Killian's airplane. 18

The complete text of this Air Force report bears the well-known earfarks of Air Forc
distortion. Note that the Air Force office issuing the report {presumably Washington, D.C.
made a ""check' with Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton before issuing their state-
ment. Was the check made to determine the true characteristics of a jet refueling opera-
tion, or was it simply made to add authoritative embellishments to an otherwise unstabie

explanation?
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UNANSWERED "WHY’S’

WHY has the Air Force concealed an official intelligence report, dated Sentember 23,
1947, stating that flying saucers are real? This report was signed by the Chief of the Air
Technical Intelligence Center, approved by all members of ATIC, and submitted via Direct
or of Air Force Intelligence to the Commanding General, Army Air Force.

WHY has the Air Force kept [ram the press the official ATIC "estimate of the situation’
drawn up in the summer of 1948, which stated that flying saucers were interplanetary space
ships?

WHY, in the face of the above two documents, did the Air Force, in December 1949,
tell the press that flying saucers were hoaxes, mirages, hallucinations and mistakes by
pilots ?

WHY did the Air Force deliberately reject the serious reports and opinions of hundreds
of veteran Service and airline pilots, airport tower controllers, radar experts and other

trained observers who insisted the saucers were unknown machines under intelligent con-
trol?

WHY has the Air Force concealed the 1952 Air Force Intelligence analysis of the flving
saucers''"controlled motion" and its specific conclusion that UFOs were interplanetary
space ships?

WHY has the Air Force kept secret the recommendations of a panel of top scientists
and aviation leaders, arrived at in January, 1953, that the UFO investigation be greatly
enlarged and that the American people be given all information on saucers in Air Force
possession, including the official conclusions?

WHY has the Air Force hidden UFO reports from the public since 1953 -- even those
it had previously released?

WHY are Service pilots, radar men and other trained obeervere officially silenced?
Official orders are JANAP 146 (Joint-Army-Navy-Air Publication), AFR 200-2 (Air Force
Regulation 200-2), the current regulation prohibiting the release of UFO data to news media
and the public. Official instructions to personnel of the Civil Aeronautics Administration
are based on JANAP 146,

WHY, il the flying saucers are imaginary, do armed Air Defense Command jets upon
the standing order of ADC continue to chase UFOs?

WHY does the Air Force continue to spend the taxpavers’ money in a global investiga-
tion of flying saucers that involves hundreds of Intelligence officers, the 460-2nd Air In-
telligence Service Squadron, and many top-ranking scientists and consultants under secret
Air Force contract?

WHY did past Secretary of the Air Force, Donald A. Quarles and certain Air Force
officers state in the Project Blue Book, Special Report 14 (Project Blue Book is the Air
Force investigating bodv for the acquisition and analyses of UFO data (that no pattern to
UFOs had been found, that there had been no indication of intelligent maneuvers. and that
there was not enough data t» build a working model of a UFO when, in December 1949, ATIC
Project Grudge (the USAC center for UFO research which preceded Project Blue Boox and
succeeded Project Sign) stated that the majority of reports had described UFOs as being
disc-shaped objects about one-tenth as thick as its diameter? Why did this Special Report
14, dated October 25, 1955, list several of its weakest sighting reports as being the cream
of the crop when actually the Intelligence files contained hundreds of reliably witnessed re-
ports Ly experienced pilots, guided missiles trackers, and other trained observers’

WHY has no official appraisal ever been made of General Douglas MacArthur's siate-
ment , published in the New York Times, October 8, 1955, that the world nations will have
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to unite against attack by people from other planets?

(The existence of official documents mentioned above has been confirmed publicly by
Edward Ruppelt, former head of the Air Force Project Blue Book in his book, "The Report
on Unidentified Flying Objects'.)

The aforementioned questions should not remain unanswered by the elected represent -
atives who are obligated to 175 million Americans. These men are the voice of the people
They, and no other government body, are in a position to eliminate the secrecy clouding

the UFO issue,.
You may ask yourself, when will all the UFO information be released to the public?

This is a difficult question to answer. A solution as to how the release can be achieved
may be much simpler. It is a fact the Air Force is sitting on classified UFO records.

All UFO organizations should unite. This nationwide UFO unit would then urge a Congress
ional Investigation of the UFO situation . Only through open hearings in Congress can

the public be fully apprised of developments in this'UFO controversy'' the greatest enigma
of modern times.

In summing up the airline case we must conclude that this particular witnessing of
strange objects would under most circumstances be substantial evidence in a court of law.
Normally, if it were an occurrence in everyday life, no one would question such evidence.
But this is not a common, everyday event, nor is there evidence that may be presented in
court of law. Rather, this has to do with a subject shaped by the "authorities' into some-
thing controversial, a subject which they, themselves, have labored to stifle ridicule, ane
preempt. Regardless of the overwhelming evidence, they, in their weighted official capa-
city, and with the cooperaticn of the "free press', explain away all sizhtings as being
weather balloons, birds, search lights, mirages, hallucinations, temperature inversions,
etc., etc., authenticated by false affidavits, fake photography, misinterpreted radar read-
ings, etc., etc.

If the evidence as presented in this, and similar UFO reports, cannot be accepted,
then of course there is need to doubt and consequently dismiss the validity of human evi-
dence in all phases of human experience. If we do this then we might as well abolish
witnesses, judges and juries. All scientific endeavor, research and progress, in the ulti-
mate analysis. depend upon human faculties. Should we (herefore abolish human evidence
in these {ields? If the answer is no, then there is no reason o disrecard human evidence
In the [ie!d of Unidentified Flving objects and the double standard now being utilized should
be quickly destroved.

The people of this, and every country, deserve to know all (he facts. If an adjustment
has to be made, it will be done, as it has been 30 many times in the past. Had this not
Deen so, our existence on earth would have been brief, indeed.

The struggle for truth must continue everywhere - and in all things.
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NDITIONAL SIGHTINGS ADD WORLD WIDE CREDENCE TO REPORTS

.. 1hp pvening of February 94th two Scandinavian Airline pilots flying over Denmark,
. 1.4 independently that they had seen UFQ's.
. 1:45 AM February 29, 1958 a strange signhting was made. While driving to work, a
. Ohio chemist saw a iarge, dark, cigar-shaped object. He described it as being
.. of adirigible. The object apveared =olid and <eemed to be moving about 30 miles
; - - The object passed in front of the car and then traveled along horizontally beside
- about 1,000 yards away and approximately 500 feet high. It had a red light on the

5 . 4 blinking orange light on the bottom. This man had been a sivilian pilot for five
¢ -4 he said that he had never seen anything like it before. He observed this object
: . 15 minutes, while outside the car. The object appearad to change shape. He des-
F . 4= coming apart in the middle and opening in what he described a= a bellows effect.

+av remember, this corresponds to the thermo<ctate shaped «i1Zntings in New -
Upon reaching RArecksville, Ohio he boarded a bus with another man and they
| the obiect together. It was by this time quite some distance away. When they
| 1 2 distant hill and was lost from sight.
. day at 8:45 AM, an engineering firm employee at Hobbs, New Mexico =aw
i ohject and at the same time heard signals on hie car radio. The object
-~ Wost to East at a high rate of speed. The interference on his radlio slopped
lisapeared. 1he interference was a steady succession of two dots and adasn
1 1.0 idea of the object's size nor of the distance it wa= from him.e.
.1v. February 25th two days later than the Airlines sighting, between 7:25 and7.45
. (lec was reported by officials to be hovering over a London, England airport.
£ -ter Command Headquariers described the light as "a bright yellow light that
1sity, =ome two hundred feet fron the ground. Tt stayed in one position or
winutes. then climbed away at a hign apeed. " (Here again W€ {ind the same
. yariations in intensity of the light as was stated by Captain Killian. )
- .i%ic Controllers, and others apparently had it in view and examined 1t
Radar operators, however, reported that tae light did not appear on their
. Ministry i<sued two explanations. While the light was hovering, it was
anet Venus, they said. When it climbed awav, the Light was the nose cone
Jdrcraft. These poor explanations have been s0 worn 9 -hreds that there

o lizht was neither of the two things the Ministry sald it was. Just whal
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MAJOR GENERAL W. P. FISHER
DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE LIAISON

MAJOR LAWRENCE J, TACKER
eXECUTIVE OFFICER,
FUSLIC INFORMATION DIVISION,
OFFICZ OF INFORMATICN SERVICES
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This amazing perfermance was witnessed by

39 persons on the plene for 45 minutes end 260 miles.

AT 7:10 pm. on Wednesday,

February 25, an American Air-
'ines DC-6 airliner took off from
Newark, N.J., nonstop for Detroit,
“lich. Aboard were 35 passengers.
At the controls were Capt. Peter
‘Lillian of Syosset, N.Y., an airline
seteran of 15 vears, and co-pilot
John Dee of Nvack, N.Y. Steward-
-zses were Edna La Gate and Bev-
erly angree.

After about an hour and a half
o the air, the plane was cruising
't 3500 feet altitude between
“nilinsburgz and Bradford, Pa. At

‘435 p.m. Killian looked off to the

uth where he saw three bright

nitish lights in a single horizontal
we overhead.

“At first I thought it was the Belt
of Orion (a group of stars in a
constellation) but then I took a
second lock and saw both the Belt
and the foreign objects,” Killian
later reported.

“When Dee caught the expres-
sion on my face he asked me if my
eves were tired. I then pointed in
the direction of the ‘things’ and
asked him if there were any light-
ping bugs in the cockpit.

“The objects were by no means
close to the plane, but one would
move in at intervals, fall back again,
and change its place in the forma-
tion while keeping abreast of the
Ship-"

Killian decided to let the pas-
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sengers see the objects. So as not
o alarm them he started off joke-
ingly by telling them that they
shouldn’t feel that he was losing
his mind but that he thought there
were some ‘flying saucers’ trailing
the plane.

The stewardesses turned out the
cabin lights so the passengers could
cet a better view and every one of
the persons in the passenger com-
partment saw the objects. Specula-
tion in the cabin was rife. One man
hecame alarmed but Killian told
him that UFO’s had not been
known to harm anyone and that
if there was danger it would have
hecome evident long before. Never-
theless, although some passengers
wvanted him to veer closer to the
nhiects he did not change his course.

The objects were visible for 45
minutes, during which time the air-
'"ner covered about 260 miles. Then,
as they were crossing Lake Erie, the
airliner began its gradual descent
nd the three objects were lost in
e haze.

One man aboard the plane was
N.D. Puscas, general manager of
(Curtiss-Wright's Utica, Mich., di-
vision. He described the objects as
“dancing in the sky.” His report
1ereed with that made by Captain
W iilian, and he said: “T don’t want
‘s be guoted alone. People might
>+t the idea that I'm the little boy
. the corner with a dunce cap on
113 head.” -

-
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As things stood, Mr. Puscas need
not have worried. Both pilot and
co-pilot and 34 other passengers
confirmed the story.

“The way Captain Killian broke
the news to us was very clever,”
Puscas said. “No one panicked or
showed any signs of worry. Every-
one immediately begzan to show a
keen interest in what was going
on. He did a fine job.

“There wasn’t a cloud in the sky
when I looked out and saw the ob-
jects in precision formation. They
were round-like and every now and
then one would glow brighter than
the others as if it had moved near-
er to the plane.

“I have been making that same
trip a number of times because the
home office is in New York but I
have never experienced anything
like that before.”

VVHEN Killian first sighted the
objects the sky was absolutely
clear. Visibility was about 100
miles, There were broken clouds
below his airliner at about 5,000
feet but the sky above was clear.
“At first I estimated that the ob-
jects were not over a mile above
us,” he said. “But since I didn’t
know their size this was just an
impression. Later on I concluded
that they weren’t that close. How-
ever, at intervals one would move
in closer then fall back into forma-
tion.”

--------
[

o L]
I. - 1 & i g .'|r. x B - .:-*_1.-. i “F .‘-"J'.-- '.'r-.:- L™ A . - N
) b\ A lttﬁ & T O RN W e e S 24 T, e
i Ta . / ’ I LR j &l '“.d— ] P Ji -1‘ I-l.‘I i ] T 'h..h- -
it ) i % ’L%E I"| 'ﬁ-...rf o 1:,- i = . i r"'-'r‘'ll""pt"l-'f‘il' 1;-; at ‘."-.,.p-' "
VIRt S by R AT T e RS e v AR
- = " 11..‘ e ‘frl'l'.f !‘%3‘\:. ) f I‘iﬁ-. - ',‘J'J:; ﬂ’ﬂ.*ﬂ'- . i -
3 DT ! A R AL 7 L 3% 1 ST e VT .
Y 0ot gl o A Sy AT v Yty vi N,
F "‘ ] ¥ & ) l' .t'.Il i "1' * i - m “t i &
¥ A P e b ity i Ne . = e
gl L I\_,. L] 1 .- ‘l
& : ¥ oL phes
I.‘Iﬂ h!,:j L. l i 'l '-I'.- :!.. ". B
W i r " b 1 -
4 f i i of " E . ,
1..-..'-'; Iﬂfed’" "y "" " : ‘h"ii;l i Lol X 1?'b ¥
Al 1T TS Tk s 1 i ] .- i:l‘l-‘.!... ] oLl g W i .
Wy . e : | R o a
b - _.‘ i ¥ v 1.._ " 0 ! d '
T T S R .
.

.I;‘*"p,:' L;..,,..'_- - ._‘; g
. _u'.‘- --.. 2 -‘lh .
Ll {;5- 7y

- iy . ¢

i
g

B
Nl E 8
o
LR
-
it =
- of
&
¥

-------

i
o'

=MWiy ow

n gy ¥ - o 5 '
L - ol ..-’“-"-'ff.:i--i _fﬁl‘lli":"r et . b gAY ~RE "




m

SAUCERS TRAIL AIRLINER

At one time Killian thought he
was witnessing a high altitude jet
refueling operation but the varying
intensity of the lights and the

changing position of the objects

“made me toss out that theory.”

In addition, Killian kept watch
on his radar screen but saw nothing
on it.

When his plane was over Erie,
Pa.. Killian called on his radio and
asked if any other airline crews
in the area could see the object.
Two other American Airlines cap-
tains answered. One, a little north
of Killian’s plane, said he had been
watching the objects for 10 to 15
minutes. The other was near To-
ledo and said that he had looked out
aiter Killian’s call and seen the
UFO’s.

Meanwhile. although Killian did
not know it at the time, three Unit-
od Airlines crews along a similar
route had also seen the lights. Capt.
A.D. Yates and his Flight Engineer
LL.E. Baney observed them for 30
minutes between Lockhaven, Pa.,
and Youngstown, Ohio. United
[light: 937 and 321 also observed
'he objects and their crews dis-
cussed them over the radio on
lizhts out of Newark. The Akron
UFO Research Group also reported
receiving reports,

There was general agreement that
the lizhts were on separate ‘“‘vehi-
1es” holding to a formation.

A.ter he had begun his descent
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over Lake Erie, Cap.
radioed a report to the
Airlines communications Ce.
Detroit Airport. American Al
did not notify newspapers but
passenger on the plane did call a
Detroit newspaper after they had
landed. Local American Airlines
press officers then okayed release
of Killian's report.

When newspapermen interviewed
Captain Killian they found a ma-
ture man, greying at the temples.
Killian is 47 years old and has been
flying for 28 years of which 135 have
been on the airlines. He has some
20.000 hours to his credit. He was
able to give them some additional
information,

He told one reporter that he
and one other plane took a bearing
on the lichts and figured roughly
that they were 20 to 25 miles dis-
tant.

“Occasionally, however, the rear
fellow would lag behind,” Killian
said. “He would be almost double
the distance between the other two.”

He said he was through being
skeptical of UFQ’s. “Their suneven
speed and unusual external bril-
liance proves they were a type of
aircraft which is totally uniamiliar
to us. At times these objects emit-
ted a whitish light of blinding bril-
liance. Then it was like trying to
see a dime behind a powerful elec-
tric light bulb.”

The color of the lights changs
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SAUCERS TRAIL AIRLINER

“1.To niiset the airline crew’s re-
ports.

“2, As a warning to all airline
pilots that they too would be offi
cially ridiculed if they publicly re-
norted UFO sightings.

“3. To reduce the growing sup-
sort on Capitol Hill for open UFO
hearings.”

On March 20 in Washington,
nearly a month later, the Air Force
came up with still a third explana-
‘lon of the Killian sighting. It an-
~ounced that the lights had come
irom three B-47 bombers being re-
led by a KC-97 tanker. The Air
Jorce report said that the use of
~everal lights during the refueling
cperation explained some of the
irline reports of being followed by
lights.

COMMENT. No one who has
llowed this story, along with the
Alr Force's twisting and turnings
n seeking to explain the sigzhting,

n help but have some doubts
oout this overly simple explana-
tion,

Why did the Air Force wait
qearly a fuil month before offering
© third explanation after having al-

v said that the sightings were
ue to the pilots seeing the Belt of

ion, and that drunks, deluded
wonie or liars were responsible for
1mav sightings?

<illian himself had considered

e nossibility that the lights came
‘rom jet refueling operations and

29
suzeested as much when ke was in-
terviewed nearlv a month before.
e bad discarded the idea, how-
ever, for several reasons. At his
then cruising speed of 280 to 300
m.p.h., he said he was going “too
slow for jets to stay off my leit
wing for a long time.” Other factors
were the changing position of the
lights and their varying intensity.

In addition, First Officer Dee de-
clared that after landing he too had
considered the possibility of a jet-
refueling operation but had made a
check and there had been no such
flichts,

But there is still a further rea-
son for discarding the Air Force
explanation. The allezed jets did
not show up on Captain Kiilian’s
radar screen although he tried re-
peatedly to get such a showing.

At this point it is definitely anti-
climactic (which is the reason we
are reporting this at all) to add
that Dr., William Liller, assistant
professor of astronomy at the Uni-
versitv of Michigan offered his ex-
planation of the sighting. He said
it was “temperature inversion.”

A complicating factor in the
whole affair was a flaming blue-
green object, probably a “bright
meteor” that streaked across the
Great Lakes skies early on Tues-
day morning, the same day of the
Killian sighting. However, the
meteor sizhtings took place from
5:30 a.m. to 5:45 a.m., which was
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about 15 hours beiore the sight-
ings of the UFO’s reported here.

The color of the meteor at first
ippeared as orange, changing to
biuve, green and white, and then ap-
parently the object exploded. It
came from the northeast, moving
west, and disappeared in the north-
west. It was visible in Ohio, Indi-
'na, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois
and Minnesota. Except for the
arly long time it was in sight—
some observers believed they watch-
el it for 15 to 30 seconds and had
t'me to stop their cars and get out
before the object disappeared—
\2ere seems no reason to doubt that
*his was a meteor.

It was not, obviously, a tempera-
Lure inversion,

HE HUMAN MIND is a
strange instrument. It seeks
cunstantly to explain the inexplica-
ole in terms of the familiar. It re-
ects the unfamiliar almost auto-
mnaticallv, and it forgets facts that
‘0 not square with its own remem-
ored patterns.
So it was that Mr. Puscas, a
conth after he had enthusiastically
wlorsed the descriptions of Cap-
win Killian, was relieved to accept
‘ne Air Force explanation of jet
nier reiueling operations.
‘ie told the Detroit Times, “I
cver attached any importance to
| 1@ fact that they may have been
nx saucers—but 'm surprised

\ | FATE

that it’s something as easily recog-
nizable as jet planes. Anywayv, I'm
glad to hear what it was because I
knew darned well I saw something.”

Other persons were not that eas-
ily impressed. Killian himself de-
clared, “I am sure there are people
on other planets who have solved
the problem of space travel. I
sincerely believe their vehicles are
com’ng close to the earth.”

american Airlines itself, in com-
menting on sighting locations, de-
clared that its pilots had had «a
considerable number of sightings in
the Midwest, where this encounter
occurred. |

Lieut. Col. Lee B. James, an
Army missile expert from the
Huntsviile, Ala., group directed by
Wernher von Braun, spoke before
the Michigan Society of Profession-
al Engineers the day after the Kil-
lian sighting and declared it was
quite possible that the UFQO’s sight-
ed the night of February 24 were
from outer space.

“T know they are not from here
and they are not coming from Rus-
sia.” Colonel James declared. “We
in this civilization are not that ad-
vanced yet.”

If Killian and the other airline
crews and passengers really saw
what they reported the UFO’s would
have to come from a civilization
in outer space far more advanced
than ours, declared Colonel James.

The fact that the obiects did not




gFm vellow to bluish white., with
Joeir intenmsity varving from ex-
J'reme brilliance to temporary fade-
outs, Killian considered the possi-
Lilitv that the lights were trving to
siznal but could discern no pattern
in the light changes.

“Their motion also was unlike
©n airplane. Occasionally one of
‘hem would zoom straight ahead of
e, Then it would drop back into
nosition off my wing, apparently
'nzging as if to let me catch up.
. he airplane was flying a constant
course and these movements were
»asily observed.”

Kiilian called his encounter “awe-
nspiring” and said he had never
-cen anything like that in the air

~fore,

LXT FIRST there was no comment
* 4 from the Air Force on Captain
~.ilYian’s report. Then three days
.‘er, on February 28, the Air Force
~leased a statement through the
“'r Technical Intelligence Center.
1he report stated that the air-
ne crews bhad all been misled by
e Belt of Orion. Glimpsed through
wXken clouds. said the AF report,
~ion’s stars created an illusion of
~t-movinz objects, deceiving the
-line pilots.”
'n support of this judgment, the
.. Force declared that one of its
usport nlanes flying from Wash-
ton to Dayton that same night
! zeen Orion through the broken

R NI
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clouds at 8.500 feet and could vouch
for the illusion.

COMMENT: Captain XKillian
pointed out, as did other observers
at the same time, that the airplane
was above the clouds and had about
100 miles visibility. In addition, it
was frequently possible for the ob-
servers to see both the Belt of Orion
and the UFO’s at the same time. It
scens unlikely that six airplane
crews and all their passengers were
befuddled.

Killian later declared that “no
experienced pilot is going to be de-
ceived like that. We all see stars
through cloud breaks thousands of
times. In addition, the only clouds
we bhad that night were 3,500 feet
below us.”

An Air Force spokesman public-
ly ridiculed all “flying saucer” wit-
nesses and sarcastically labeled
some of them as persons who “can’t
remember anything when they sober
up next day.” This statement was
quoted in the New York Herald
Tribune.

COMMENT. Captain Killian
took particular exception to this
statement, pointing out that the Air
Force knows that airline pilots don’t
drink before fights—"it’'s one of
our strictest rules.”

Donald Xeyhoe, director of

NICAP, declared that the Air
Force snokesman’s statement was
“plainly meant to serve three pur-
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7T he Xililan aifaly concerng he AXson-Canion Alrsers, fise renoried
sighting of threa unideniilied Raving witnessed the ihree U0
fiying cbjeetn Iy several vom- There wers alto reports {rom wit-
marcial airline ervws and Sascengers nNesses on the ground in the Aon
while flying over Pennsvyivahia and area that reported seefng three UFO.

Onid an (he night of February 25, Cf all the Lwotved, the
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18 IR FORCY RIGPT ON KILILIAN 4

:
il " s
- - .- 'ecus might have been, Capt. Rlilan *
' 34 Mrst thougnt they were iwne
- snp gtars in 'he beit of Orion, cut
lisproved 1nils Dy acticing that
+ conld see Doth the UFO and Loe
. OY OFI0ONn 8. L5Le Sane silme.

apt: Killlan aiso ihougzht hat e
M:eht have witnessad a :igh adlde
ade jel Telulesng sreration . but the
a.,a-;z intensity of tne lights and
""’E changing Sositions of wne ooi=CLs
L4 him 1o peieve that it was net a
sefuedg operalion.
Dyumeadiately this case Secame a

ced hot UFO sighiing Most news-

" yapers carried accounts of it. This

gease is silll the subject of conversa-
‘!':.on of many a heliever in the LUFO.
# DBut was this a reai genulne UFO
signing or is inere gome vAlld. na-
ptunl explazation for the whoie
“thing?
« All the UFO peopie have haopped
m the UFO Dbpandwagon, which is
-..omy naturai, ciaiming that lhis is
sanother gocd UFOQ case. The only
’ pther expianations suggested were
. tne stars in the beit of Orion and
« the aerial refueiing cperaiion. The
* beiz of Orion csxplanation is ©b-
. viously wrong so iet us look at ide
. aeral refueling cperation expiana-
« won in more detail,
. To my knowlecge the [foillowing
are all the reascns that have been
. suggested to disurove the aerial re-
-~ fueling explanation. Capt Killian
said that the varying intensity of
the lights and their changing posi-
rion “made me o83 out that theory.”
capt. Klllian also said thal he was
Zoing tou slow for jets to stay of! his
eft wing for that long 4 time Aiso
ais copiiot, sonn Dee, made 2 cneck
O “ind {f there had bee:n a jet re-
ueilng operation ang had come up
with) nothing. It also has Dpeen
Tyt up thatl the atjeged jets dic
oL 30w uap on Rilllar’s radar

- e . CI3

e guestion WAa 3ls0 asxed
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t1ls polint 1t seems ..':u.L civilian
IF*:} research stuck its head In the
sand. Taey were 50 sure natl LS
was a genuine UFO sizhuing hat
rnovody boinered 1o do any cheking.
However, [ did do some ¢necxing
and received  the [ollowing letter
from ihe Air Force:

I

1§ March 1359
Dear Mr EKi.rsen:

This 18 W acknowledge your leiler
of § March 1959 concerning the Am-
erican Alrilpes pllot's sighting of 24
February near B38radlcrd, Fennsyl-
vania. In adcition, twe Unitea Alr-
Hines pLO's saw unidentifieg fiying
obiects in the same generai geogri-
phical area.

The geographical area concern. .
iz bordered on the mnorth aicng e
New Yorg-Fennsyivania 2OTAEr
(near Bradford, Pennsylvania alc
Olean, New York) on the rouie of
American Alriines FUghi NO. 109 ce-
parting Newaurk, New Jersey, at 7.10
p. . and arriving Detroit, Michigan,
at 16052 p. m. On the =outh, Lhls
geographical aresa Is borcered by ibe
Fittsburgh, Pennsylvania - Akron-
Youngstowrn. Chlo, locale aver-{lown
oy the United Alrlines (lights re-
porting this sighting.

The American Ailriine pliot saic
“sometimes the interval of ‘he three
lights were identieal to the B¢/l In
the consteilalion Orion.” This was
initially menticned as a possibie
sclution by the Air Force with the
qualifying scatement that i1ne repcr'
as sub:n"t‘cd had not vei ceen ana-

lyzed and wnat the findings of ATIC
wowid he Dasen upon 1 cOomnlets




al7sis and ecvaluation of the writ-
. repors 0 De submitled. The

3 revors 2iso suggested [he pos-
0ility that 38 had wWilhessed 3

izt agral relueiing operation.

“von ana.vuis and evaluauion, lhis
HEAUnR Wrned ocut o be B-47 iype
Lreralt  accompilshing night re-
aeiing from XC-97 tankers. The
Amercan Airidnes piiot's report of
‘he sighting coni‘rmed this and Alr
Force records ahcecw that three B-47
{ype alrcrafl weze In the geogra-
phical area = above on &
night refuelilg operation. The
tanker has several grouzs of lights
which at a distance would apperar &
beone or mcre lights The time
duration of .. refeling operation
varies, can lasg well over an hour,
Mmhwum
The EC-97 msl-ﬂwmﬂy
at an altitude of approeximalaly 17,-
0G0 feet al arund 200 kncts troe alr
speed (groundspeed 210 knols), Thals
approximsicly 30 degrees shove (he
Americsn Aldices pliot's herison
mdmwwmmum

.. D. C, on 18 Mareh 1950 only twenty
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Sincerely, :
LAWERENCE J. TACK=R
Major, UsSAY

nxacutive Cfilper

Pubile Informaticn Jivimon ¢

Ctffee of Informalion Services -~

This letter was quite interesting, -

Rowever it still left severaj guesiions «
unanswered. I wrole to Lthe Aur Force

agaln and received ihe roﬂnﬂrh
iectler: + | -

o

!&mmbulm -3
Dear Mr. Xirsch: -

This is 20 aeknowisdge your leiler
of § Acgust 1959 concerning -
American Alr line sizhting of 4
Pehtumllﬂnmmu,m- 2
sylvanta, - - o

incorrect expianstion for ills o
ing. However, since (he Americasr~
Air Lines pilot slaled that the o=~ o
tervals of the three Mghts were tfene"- -
tical 10 the beit o 1he congtelition™ =
Crion, this wpa merely Inidially men<s -
tioned a3 A Posaibiity with hee -
statement that the final Mr}n&m '
would be bised upon a compiels -

mmwmemmmmmﬂ

teliigence Center.
nmmmmm;mmmm

- Alz Toennica) Imeh!gam ﬁenn
~ idsntified this fact guickly n t.h.r
~course of thslz Inesoudpation and
ihe findings, after a compicte ana-
lyzis, were reitesed o &l news-
therongly the' Deoepaftment of
ense Joesy dosk In Waabingloo,,

press desk in Washington, D. C, 68 aiffines pianes 1 would sugges? vou
16 March 1350, The .Air Foree i  ast this @uestion of the airiipe in-

it cuodEnercist

well aware of itg cbhiigetion to k=¢p - weived. Mosy radiax
in (he Do Ao

the puhdc raequstely Injormed off ~ aircralt are dveatad
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Stncerely,
2AWRIICE 3, TACKER

Al suxxested In thig lagi lewter I

To% to Americen Alrimas inquiring

00wt b0 mdar eguipment atoard

~apt, Xllian’s alrcralt 1 recelved

ne Iolowsng letier:

Ncevemesr 9, 1999

sacr M. BEirsch:
The radar that we carry on oul
T-4's as well as lhe DC-T's, 7073
14 the Eleclias 18 & O-8and wea-
ar radar with isc-egche circuiiry
d I8 used euntirely for the avoid-
wce of turbulence amgd hall It s
e, ander certaln cordillans, to Ce-
+% the pregmnce of agther areraltl
1% its value in this regard is negli-
sia, 1 Save used i mysell to de-
2% ether alreraft in Iight when 2
“uid aee the other aircraft and
ve Icknd that In meat coillsion
aasions It was difficait o estab-
i 6 the presegce of the 'Dlp’ even
on the DOSIIOD Of the trafflc was
ywi. ] do not beliers, from prac-
ad etservation, ihas 1nis equip-
nt nas any real utiitty in collisicn
Wy sven I it wers [0 be man-
« eontinuously by a special racarl
“fRALLFr due o 22 IDls on rarcze

- e i G—

— T oy e e g - _

the apgle of chservation.

3 IGET ON KIi
Lo Peosatbly this eouid be the  ald revoiving power.
“ A swWer” | : Ycours very wuly,

fFrankiln W. Xoikx ,
Director, Zguipment Reseacch
American Alrlines, Ine.

i won't make 3 long ansirsis of
aese letiers bat will let them 5. and
by themseives. In view of thia in-
formation 1t is my opinion thas i
Sig0ting was actually caused by an
aerial! refneling gperailon, that =n
Alr Force explanation for this caass
S correct, and Lhat civilan U70O re-
search is guilly of faliing to ook far
enough to find the truth,

ae Iirst letlter from the Alr Foree
proves thal Capt, Xillian was wren
asour the three objects being ivo
$:0w Lo be jels.

The letter ITom American Alrlises
explains why e cbjects <&id not
shew U og Capt. Xnlan's radar wet.

It 13 clear tkat whomever co-ullot
Jonn Dee checked with simply A
not Xnow cf tle resfuellng cperasion

A3 far the yvarying intensity and
position of the lights, an aerial re-
[Jeling cperalion can 2lso acecnunt
for this, Thelizhts would change re-
lative position as the jet gircraftl in-
7oived would move clcser or further
away from each other Their inten-
sity could vary becausa of hase 0OF
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The dilemma of conficting re.

FOTtS and counter-reparts which has |
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iim I b mt m—m m :. i.r:I; ﬁ ™ .p;;.._-.

malzed by a3 statement made 2o s SR [ v
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“Nio, I do not.” he declared. “But
i answer that G '
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 25~-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS
utes, all the way to Detroit, and the pilot lost sight of them only
when he began to let down through the haze for a landing.

Reporters and photographers were waiting to interview him,
and next day’s Detroit Times carried a banner headline, “Mystery
Discs Trail Plane Here,” over a picture of Captain Killian flanked
by the plane’s two pretty hostesses, all three smiling as they held
up to the camera three ordinary kitchen saucers [g].  After checking
with the Detroit ATC, who did not know of any scheduled re-
fueling operation, the pilot reported his experience to officials of
American Airlines, and next day returned to New York where again
he was besiezed by reporters and photographers. Meanwhile, fol-
lowing standard CIRVIS procedure (Communication Instruction
for Reporting Vital Intelligence Sichting from Aircraft), the Man-
ager of Operations of American Airlines reported the incident to
ATC at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.

In New York the day after the sighting Captain Killian gave a
telephone interview to Radio Station WCIHC, Charleston, West
Virginia, describing his experience. FFollowing the customary pro-
cedure, intelligence officer from Mitchell Air Force Base questioned
him and filled out the usual report form [2]. In the radio interview
and in the talk with intelligence officers Captain Killian made the
same statements he had made to American Airlines officials: he
didn’t know what the lights were, and he couldn’t teli how far
away they were because he didu't know their size or their alti-
tude [10].

Not for months had such a good flying-saucer story appeared,
and the newspapers made the most of it. Among the first to assert
that the unknown lichts had been flving saucers was the UFO
Research Committee of Akron, Ohio (see Chapter xni). Members
of the committee had received the news by telephone, even before
Captain Killian's plane landed at Detroit, from the pilot of a United
Airlines plane who had watched the lights on his flicht to Akron.
During the davs following, Captain Killian's copilot gave an inter-
view on Long John Nebel's after-midnight radio program in New
York. Captain Killian himself described the UFOs to members of
a New York UFO organization, Civilian Saucer Intellizence (CSI),
and appeared on several radio and TV programs. Both saucer
addicts and newsmen besiezed Air Foree representatives, demand-
ing an immediate explanation of the sichting, Finallv, on February
28, only two davs after receiving the report from American Airlines,
ATIC vielded to public pressure and produced a tentative theory:
it was possible that the pilots micht have sighted the stars of Orion,
s O tpam Nillian had Brst suzeested. However, the release added

4

nite conclusion conld be reached wnitil all the facts had been

el

1) (4

tudiced,

Promptly rejecting the possiiblity that he might have been look-
g at Opion, Captain Killian stated in an interview with the New
York Herald Tribune. I am sure thore are people on other plancts

and tha rl-r_'. have solved the -1:...-?.:'.,*111 of space travel, . . . I sin-

amine close to earth”
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Island Duaily Press he stated that the things he suw conld not have - 38 X

been tankers; that he knew what B-47 bombers and KC-g7 tankers Fy g

j looked like, and how thev looked in operation at night. (Original ¢
statement to American Airlines: “Never having witnessed refueling i

operations at night, I am not aware of the lighting of jet tankers.”)
Also, he told the Daily Press, the objects he saw were at least triple
the size of any known tanker or bomber. (Original statement to

e - *-—-_Ir-r
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American Airlines: “Due to the dark and strong lights T was not .
Ll “ | il
able to ascertain any size or shape.”) Furthermore, he asserted, :

the unknowns had been far too fast for a tanker, and had moved 5
at a speed of about 2000 miles an hour. (Original statement to « 3
American Airlines: “. . . it was difficult for me to believe they were
jcts because of low speed. )

In rejecting the Air Force explanation of this incident, #ying-
saucer addicts ignored several embarrassing questions: It Captain
Kllian actually saw interplanetary craft, how did he fail to sece ®

the earthlv aircraft operating at the same time and place? It the : o
unknowns moved at a speed ot 2000 miles an hour, how did Captain o gl
Killian and the crews of several other planes. Hying at less than %

300 miles an hour, keep the unknowns in sight for forty minutes?

[u that length of time the UFOs should have covered most ot the :
distance to the Pacific. &

Few persons, given the tacts by responsible officials, would persist : --j'!'.
in denving the realitv of the tankers and conjuring up a fleet of ' ‘
fiving saucers to occupy the relevant cubic area ot space. To the S

true enthusiast, however, these retneling plnnt-s remain incontrovert-
ible proof that spacecraft are among us.
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The Killiun Case

The most famous UFO sighting of this type is the Killian case.
On the evening of February 24, 19359, an American Airlines plane
was flying from Newark to Detroit. At about S:45 p.a1., when the
plane was near Bradford, Pennsvlvania, the pilot Captain Killian,
noticed some puzzling lights above and to the left of his plane.
There seemed to be three, their colors changing from yellow to
light orange, dimming and brichtening in intensity and shifting
their relative positions. At first he supposed he was looking at the
constellation Orion, for the lights had the same configuration as the
stars in Orion's “belt,” but when the lichts changed position and
he could see Orion itself in addition to the lights, he discarded
his first theory. He considered the possibility of a jet tanker re-
fueling operation, but decided the lights were moving too slowly.
He couldnt think of any ordinary explanation=but he had long
wondered what truth there was in the idea of flving saucers and
had thonght “there must be something {0 it.”

Over the lond speaker he remarked to the passengers that Ameri-
can Adrlines had a special treat for them which they could see by
looking out of the left windows, He continued to watch the lights
a3 he Hew west toward Detroit, and radiced two other American
Afrlines planes in the area. Learning that their pilots were also
witching the unusual spectacle, he notified Air Traffic Control
(ATC) in Detroit. The lights remained in view for about forty min-
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ATIC had been collecting facts and tryving to anadveze them,
" . . | ® W N . & [

basic picce of evidence was-Captain Killian's own report to Aneri

'

T X : . . :
can Airlines. nade a few hours after the incidont

1

describing ti ¢ circumstances of the sighting. the appearenc

behavior of the lights, the statement continues:

“The only possible explanation other than fliying sancers conld
be a jet-tanker refueling operation. Never having witnessed re-
fueling operations at night, I amn not aware of the lighting ol the
jet tanker.

“My air speed during this complete flight was 250 knois in-
dicated. T al<o do not know the air speed of tankers during opera-
tion if this could be so. I contacted ATC to find out if they had
any airplanes on a clearance and no three airplanes were given.

“In summary, it was difficult for me to believe they wore jots
because of low speed and configuration. If they werent jets [ still
don’t know any more than 1 did before even though I watched them
for forty minutes before. Due to the dark and strong lights I was
not able tc ascertain any size or shape. The altitude of the objects
was 30 degrees above my horizon. Distance awar is unknovon.” 2]

Almost equally important was the evidence of other witnesses,
During the fortv-minute period of observation, the crews of five
other planes. all flving west in the Pennsyhvania-Ohio region, L.d
watched the lights for varving lengthis of time. Several persons on
the ground in and near Akron lad seen them: between g1z and
g:30.

Air Force investigators methodically gathered the facts and made
their analvsis and on March 16, onlv twenty davs atter the sighting,
they released a summary to the press. The mysterious lights he-
longed to normal terrestrial aricrait. Although ATC at Detroil Lad
apparently not had the information when first asked, threc B-47
bombers of the Strategic Air Command had been carrving out a
night refueling operation from KC-g~ tankers at the time and place
reported, The tanker has several groups of lichts which, from a
distance, can seem to be one or more lights, and would have
looked very much like the three objects described by Caplain Kil-
lian. Such a refueling operation takes from about forty minutes to
more than an hour.

Captain Killian had been flving at an altitude of Ss00 feet, and
he had given the location of the vnknowns as 30 degrees ubove his
horizon; this agreed with the position of the tankers, which ware
operating at an altitude of 17.000 feet. Captain Killian had been
flying west at an indicated air speed of 230 knots; the rcfueling
tankers had also been flving west at a true air speed of 290 knots
(ca. 270 mph ). Since the courses of plane and tankers were roughly
parallel, the tankers had remained in view and would have wrived
over Akron at about g:15, the time that g;‘mm‘nl observer: report 3
the lights.

Evervthing checked. Every detail of the incident was accounted

{or [ll]. Nevertheless the solution caused il 1".:1.-'1_*-;1‘;. i 1
1 )
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Timaginative,  Forgetting that the "Orion” theory suveested im.

{':'!'I'Fil"h 0Of *] L Saucer {‘H”‘H'-:-"ti"*. \A

Ilh'di. it]}' .‘:?H I lfu‘ Hf"]tlitl'ﬁ lr.lrl ]‘H L1 IHI]'_" tentative. Ukr0O) U-T-lﬁ-:’*
I'i{]it,'llh i.I. " .,HE] .l'-lfﬂ'{l 'u\l!‘} i]n I."‘iiu'i'i?-. LL.L! ]h_rn "fi".ltit} (g Come
up with this sccond explanation”—which thev greeted with equal
ridicule [1.'.‘].

Captain Killian, too, had apparently forgotien Lis first report. On

March 24, a month after the sighting, in an interview by the Long
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Chaplor 11 — The Killian Case.
The fully deteiled tneide etery of
the AF stlancing of Capt. Peter
1lltan, Amwricen Alriires, in March
1599, Tru foilowed \he Feb, 24
signting of 3 three-iF0 forassiten by
¥illisn, “ie co=oilet, and crews of
five 2ther airiiners, whlle Killian
vas p“ﬂllz: 0C=é from Neward te
Dotrort, A Capt. K1)llan gave
the story (o the press, by Americen
A rlines orders, the AF sttesplec to

Ayt VB empert «ith dme d1f
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