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2. LOCATION

4 TYPE OF
O Ground- Visual
Mlli“ wiol

Balloon approximately 50 ft diameter

and 30 longer from top to bottom. Box
suspended below balloon, Approximately

100 ft of cable or rope cxtended below box,

Balloon shot down, but
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12. CONCLUSIONS

0:.Wes Balloon
Probobly Bolloon
Possibly Belloon

Was Aircroft
Probably Aircraft
Possibly Aireraft

Wes Astronomical
Probably Astronomicel
Possibly Astronomicel

Other
Insufficient Dote for Evaluation
Unk no wn
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. COMMENTS

Source of balloon and equipment
cannot be determined until recovery
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o.. INFO NORAD J=2. THIS REPORT

CONCERNS AN UNIDENTIFIED BALOON, SHOT DOWN OVER ALASKA, TRACK [

Ww2G, 13 FEB ZULU IN THREE PARTS. PART 1. CAPT J. J. VOYNICH

HQ 11TH AIR DIVISION DIVERTED TO TART IN T=-33 FOR CHASE.
1/LT.G. He MEYERS, 317TH FIS WAS ALREDY ORBITING TARGET IN
E=102. ON ARRIVAL OF.T=-33 OF F-102 MADE A FIRING PASS AT

0L15Z WITH 2.75 ROCKETS AND MISSED FOLLOWING WHICH HE RECOVERE
AT .GALENA AfS. T-33 CONTINUED TO ORBIT TARGET, ALTITUDE 33,000
10 34,000 FEET. PILOT DESCRIBES AS FOLLCWS: BALOON POPTIOH
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TLONGATED VERTICALLY, APPROXIMATELY 50 FEET ACROSS AND 39
PECENT LONGER FROM TOP TO BOTTOM. MILKY=CLEAR APPEARANCE.
SACK OR NEAR BLACK BOX SUSPENDED IMMEDIATELY UNDER BALOON
TSTIMATED 3 BY 3 BY & FEET. GREATEST LENGTH VERTICAL HEIGHTH.
ONE SIDE APPEARED TO HAVE A MIRROR BRIGHT SURFACE. APPROXI=-
VATELY 300 FEET ONE HALF INCH OR LARGER CABLE OR ROPE EXTEND-
IND DOWN BELOW BOX. EASILY VISIBLE FROM ONE HALF MILE. TWO
ADDITIONAL FGAQPWS ARRIVED IN AREA AT APPROXIMATELY 0135Z.
CAPT Y. L. ISBEZLL, 317TH FIS MADE SUCCESSFUL FIRING PASS AT
0148Z WITH 2,75 ROCKETS, ALTITUDE 33,000 TO 34,000 FEET. T=33
SAW BALOON COLLAPSE AND DESCEND AT ABOUT FREE FALL SPEED.
GAVE CHASE, LOSING ALTITUDE AT ABOUT 6,000 FEET PER MINUTE.
3ALOON WAS STREAMING ABOVE BLACK BOX. OBJECTS DISAPPEARED
INTO HAZE AT ABOUT 20,000 FEET. T~33 CONTINUED DOWN TO
APPROXIMATELY 7,000 FEET BUT HAD NO FURTHER CONTACT. RECOVERED
AT GALENA AFS. SECOND F =102 ORBITED AND WENT DOUN AS LOW AS
4,000 FEET IN AREA. PILOT CAPT Y. He. HANSON, 317TH FIS,
2ZPORTED LAST CONTACT AT 16,000 FEET AT 02257, RECOVERED AT
ALINA AFS, 03002 PARA PART II3 TIN CITY ACH STATION THEN
CAHPION ACW HAD CONTINUOUS SURVEILLANCE OF TARGET FROM 1221057
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10 130115Z AT WHICH TIME THE FIRST F-102 MADE AN UNSUCCESSFUL
‘IRING.AT BLLF 1020, AT THIS POINT TARGET APPEARED TO ORBIT,
ZOMING OUT OF ORBIT AT 0224Z., PCSITION AT 0228Z BLNE 2530,

CONTACT LOST BLNE 5026 AT. 0243Z, PARA PART II1I. ACS/INT AAC
_OMMENTS, 1. OPIGIN OF OB.ITCT JNINKNAWN. 2 TT TS Dot vriren

2/

65033}

0h §1

‘H:lf
o=
?I #X 2o 1

JiLV




GUNVELLLAINGEG UF " ITHRKULL DY UAMFLUIN ALW FPRUDHADLY ULHDLU UR
BECAME UNRELIABLE AT 1301152, SINCE PLOTS BECOME ERRATIC
FOLLOWING THAT TIME., IT IS CONSIDERED PROBASBLE THAT TARGET
AND ORBITING AIRCRAFT BECAME CONFUSEDe 3. IT 1S BELIEVED THE
TARGET FELL STRAIGHT TO EARTH AT OR VERY NEAR THE POINT OF THE
SUCCESSFUL FIRING PASS AT 0148Z, BLME 1557. 4. IT IS

BELIEVED ALL OR A PORTION OF THE BALOON ENVELOPE FLAILED OR
BROKE LOOSE FROM THE BOX AND FLOATED EARTHWARD AT A MORE
LEISURELY RATE RESULTING IN SUBSEQUENT TARGET REPORTING. PARA
5 THE TARGET PAYLOAD PROBABLY STRUCK THE EARTH AT OR NEAR
TERMINAL VELOCITY FORCE RESULTING IN RUPTURE AND BURYING IN
SNOW. DARKNESS AND POOR WEATHER HAVE PREVENTED SEARCH OF THE
AREA. PARA., 6. RESULTS OF SEARCH EFFORTS ARE BEING REPORTED
TO NORAD THROUGH OPERATIONAL CHANNELS UNTIL SUCH TIME AS
CBJECT IS FOUND. AT THAT TIME WE WILL FORWARD THROUGH NORMAL

UNCLASSIFIED
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éNTELLIGENCE CHANNELS TO ALL CONCERNED.
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Py SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR COMMUNICATION CENTER

CR —PH"I'BICALLY lﬂﬂ
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ACTION

REVERENCE
ACCOUNTING | ORIG. OR REFERS TO CLASSIFICATION
SYMBOL OF REFERENCE
INPO AFCIN 1Al 36239

PRECEDENCE
N
FROM: SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
COMDR, ATIC
HQ.. @. WASHINGTON, D. C. ﬂj_éw,_?
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REF MSG AFCIN1Al 36239, DID 18 FEB 59, CONCERNING AAC MSG 50015, Initials
DTD 14 m159. IF THE PILOT'S ESTIMATE OF SIZE IS CORRECT, THE t':;.":ied'aiﬂ-.,

BALLOON WAS TOO SMALL TO BE A SKYHOOK BALIOON., A CHECK FAILS T0

REVEAL ANY PROJECT IN OPERATION THAT UTILIZES THIS TYFE BALLOON,
OR ONE THAT WOULD HAVE DRIFTED TO ALASKA. IT IS POSSIBLE THE
BALLOON COULD HAVE DRIFTED OVER FR;)H USSR TERRITORY, OR BEEN
RELEASED FOR THIS PURPOSE. HOWEVER, WHERE THE BALLOON CAME FROM

OR ITS SPECIFIC PURPFOSE CANNOT BE DETERMINED UNLESS THE BOX IS
RECOVERED AND SUCCESSFULLY ANALYZED,
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DD FORM 1 - 3 REPLACES DD FORM 173, | OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHMAUSTED
! MAY 58
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JOINT MESSAGEFORM CLASSTFIED ,

SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR COMMUNICATION CEHTER

onld 2 06%9 XY g1 2L

ACCOUNTING G. OR REFERS TO CLASSIFICATION
Pnlclntrml T\'Pl MSG fc"““ SYMBOL o OF REFERENCE
SINGLE
AAC 50015

AAC, ELMENDORF AFB, ALASKA (D A &

prET LI a———— Dy D
REF MSG ACS/INT AAC 50015, DID 14 FEB 59, REQUEST ALL AVAILABLE
INFQ COLCERIING SUBJECT BALLOON AND EQUIPMENT BE FORWARDED TO THIS

CENTER AS SOON AS POSCIDLE. WHEN THE EQUIPMENT IS RECOVERED,

REUEST I.C_BE FORWARDIED TO 'TrIS CENTER.
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1" COMDR AAC ELMENDORF AFB ALASKA
' COMDR AIK TECH INTEL CENTER WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO

ROM INT=-150068

YR AFCIN=4Z4G PD CITE 4-715-% PD ALL AVAILABLE INFORIATION
3SEQUENT TO 1SG AAC 50015 WAS FORWARDED 5 ifAR TO HQ USAF
~S/INTELLICENCE O AF FO.lI 112 WITH PHOTOS CMA SKETCHES

1D TRACK OVERLAYS PD PLAUS FOR SEARCH FOR BALLOON AlD

NUIPHENT HAVE BZEN ABANDOIED PD WHEN AMD IF EQUIPHENT IS
SCOVERED IT WILL BE FORWALDED TO YOUR CENTER PD
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