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l. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

0 Wos Balloon
O Probably Balloon
O Peossibly Balloon

D Was Aircraft
Probably Aircraft
P-uiblr Aircroft

Was Astronomicel
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronemical

O :Other v
Insufficient e for Evaluotion
Uk no wn

O Ground-Radar
O Air-Intercept Rodor

|L.cnumanm |
source overexposed successive rrin

and the white blob began to show tﬂe
outlines of a window. Oource dis-
covered that the big double west windoy
of the Law Dullding is in the exact
center of the blob, Whean the window is
opencd at Just the right angle, it
reflects the sun at the exact spot
vhere source was standing when he tocl
the picture.

A white blob appeared on a photograph
which vas not noticed antil after the
photo was developed.
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April 19, 1240

| deitave that the Sovider Lidrary probabiy has a copy
of my book, '"Flying Saucers, ' You might be Interested in
reading it.

Transing you {or ysur kindness in sending me the
picture aad again plesse accept my apclogles far & tardy com-

Sircarely yours,

DHM/dd Donsld Y., Menzel

Murnactar







An unusually fine large UFO inserted itself into a photograph
taken on February 6, 193g. near Boulder, Colorado. The witness
had spent the afternoon climbing on Flagstalf Mountain and, about
5:00 P.M., snapped a picture of the town of Boulder, to the southeast.
Although he had seen nothing unusual in the sky or in the air, the
negative, when déveloped, showed a small black blob that printed
as a white, luminous, roughly spherical object,—a typical flying
saucer.

Civilian saucer investigators in the area procured a copy of the
photograph and sent it to NICAP for evaluation. The witness him-
self did not immediately assume that he had photographed an inter-
planetary spaceship hovering over the city of Boulder; instead, he
sent a print and a description of the circumstances to Dr. Menzel,
who was well acquainted with the geography of Boulder and Flag-
staff Mountain. Dr. Menzel suggested that the blob of light could
have been produced by some type of reflection: “The sun appears
to have been pretty low at the time. Is there, in the approximate
position of the blob, some house with a fairly large window that
could have been rellecting the sun? Stand at approximately the
same spot and look over the region with a field glass. A bright spot
like this often spreads enormously on the film. You can see from
the picture that the sun must have been shining brilliantly. The
shadow, especially of the large barn on the right, gives us some
idea of the height of the sun. This was in February, and the angle
of the sun will now lave changed. Please make this test and let
me know.”

Not until the first week of May, however, was the witness able to
repeat his excursion and make the necessary tests. Using a copy of
his original picturc as a guide, he was able to stand in the exact
spot from which he Liad taken the picture. He then realized that
the Law Building «t the University of Colorado stood in the place
occupied by the UFO and that the big double window of the Law
Building was at the exact center. In May no reflection appeared,
but from calculations he found that the position of the February
sun was such that the window, when open at just the right tilt,
would reflect the snn's image to the exact spot on Flagstaff Mountain
from which he took the picture. The image of the reflected sun is
extremely bright and the film had been overexposed: therefore the
image had spread on the film to create the large UFO. To confirm
the hypothesis, the witness tried overprinting the negative so that
the entire picture came out practically black, and with successively
lonzer exposares the size of the hright UFO diminished. As he eot
it down to the smallest size on the blackest print, he could sce the
fuzzy outline of a window [2].
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v e, Jirector
~rard Collegze (bservaltory
v ocridgesiDg, “¥asascnusetts
“r, Menszel:
I an very sorry %o be &8¢ LuLE ia answering your letler
*,.'but it cnae right 11 % T:;i f ”‘nalr, angd a0 -
: Lda't fake the refloct : sqtive in to be printed,
0w ..,.;.r' i have now done ao. ;-l i alsec toox it cver to tae
A a8 jouﬁiakod.
Sowaver, there o 3 Comn.o.C2Linmg {+ *urma cut that the
w, and has not been for

- -

- yiw densitometer i3 not tnere r
roral years. 4% 13 novw down 2

‘

o 111"" t.--i ‘ramen -.-0 :’&‘

srratory in Yew Maxico. Alse, r. W Andi r. P say
+ tha machine is neing counl-d witn somethi. g else Or
1Hing, and may not te ,:4".1113. Hdowaever, L am soing
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lines of 4 wWinuow begin to show, They are fugzy and dlurry
~n birger thn 1ife, Tut nevertheless there if one

-

-

Qs Al » I at ileas

-

i: no indication of the sun itsekf %o the 2ye, though.

3aec Peak. “onding th- bBoto and your letter, and
m 0 run it through.

looking «* the bright ol cn L1e blackest print, the

£ thore are sone lines through

> . . |

cnaze that lock like the uu‘i;ﬂe of a wincdew frame. Cn
+hwa less Dlack prints, it apr-ears a3 il the linee cowuld

images o” the country Leyond ahowing tarough, thouzha.

v the way, how did your annearance on the show "Today"
164¢h #0?7 Unfortunately, our 77 set was out of order

.
=
-~ g
E
;"-.""' -
L] - ‘ -
.
-
L ."'
» W
mno

_‘:{_

snelosin: “ie nextetoetns=blockast orint Jor jyour
ty7and il an extra cosy of the picture printed noran
ck@dy " Yrita 502, y
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June 14, 1960

Boulder, Colorado

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Thank you for the two photograph copies. I shall
be interested in the microdensitometer records if Sacra-

mento Peak is able to furnish them.

My TV appearance on ''"Today' did not go too well.
Mr. Keyhoe hogged the show and i had difficulty getting a
word in edgewise. [ felt rather disgusted about the whole
thing Kspecially since Dave Garroway himself turned out
to be something of a ""believer' and joined with Mr. Keyhoe

in attacking me.

Again many thanks for your interesting information.

Cordially yours,

i e T

Director
DHM/mam
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HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
~ CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

June 14, 1960

Major Robert J. Friend
Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center

Wright Patterson Air Force Base
Ohio

Dear Major Friend:
I think you might like to have for your records

another flying saucer case, which my arm-chair method

completely sdved. 1 enclose herewith copies of the

correspondence and a photograph.

Thanking you for your interest and encouragement,

I am,
Cordially yours,
Director
DHM/mam
Encls:




May 12, 173G

e rl h

Coulder, Cailorads
Leary Mr, —

Thank you [or the axiTa phuto and tae laterestiag picture of
the san pillers, TR e & goovl axamnie, though | have a2 some'vhial
Seiter sme el § vuad ap lleaicn e on g brdea. AR D ey have isdl-
cated, { Sope to de saolhery né 1108 or, preleaTadiv, ¥ tsliruir 2ew
carpleta book.

3 was, ¢f courre, extramra.y inladying 8 2m 3al your recon-

e urance proved the correciaens of r2y reliniiioa theovy., As (ot tha
vize of the reflection. there (s no meystesy 2l ail. Tha lrasge of the
cnfivered sum v extranely brigit. [ 9 cvwraxposed on 2e fllwm 3na
‘a3s tae Limage Arreads. As oce [nrthar oxyerizeent, viq zaight try
near-printing tae negative, 35 $%2C 92 wnlire pLitarza tOMes Il PYAC-
IC i ly DIACK. AN 194 INAES BACLARIVALY ISALEY X0 E, yoa wiil

" né thet the atae of tbe bright arsa diminishea. Whee we jot dowa to
cne arnallast size, rou may conagcaivatly find scrnetling nteresting,
traugn 1 doudt that the resolution of ihe camara would show al that
jistaces, Howower, (T 19 worih trvy ng. YVou might take 3hias (eilar
ver to the High Altitude O%smry2iczry 2ad uak coe 2 the xstrsacmers
cere o tun the diectare tarouch (V.2 conlue? deasitometer. X t2at
'y orevading, suck a pigture wou'ld zive emactily the iaformatica ] amm
u-uiag.

iam to be on talevision, ihe program calied "Today, " the moraing
2f May 6. ] am planuing o taza your pholegraph 3loay with me and per-
"ape § may ahow ii. My sublect: Tlying Savcars. I shall be laterviawed
it thae same time as they iaterview Xavhoe, wha (s 3 strong Deiiever 2
T3 MAaCcery,

T
3

Yith Dast wishas, aad lockisy orward 1 heariag from you agna,

SoIBiAMly yours,

Dilv./mam AN i

Tireciorw
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Joulder, Colorado
7 May, 1960

Or. Donald H. Menzel
Earvard Cbservatory
Canbridge 358, Massachusetts

Cear Ur. Menzel:

I would have answered you souvner ¢n your letter about the
flving saucer pisture 1 sent you, but the weather has been so

bad that 1% would have done me no good to go up on Flagstaf?,

ij. .
:5;- as [ would have seen nothinz! However, 1 was able to go there

yea<erday, with the visibility 40 to 50 miles, Using some

mora copies #f the photo as a suide to parallax, I was abdble
to "ind and stand in the exact apct {rom which the picture was

takan., It seems that the Law Buildins is in the area of the
wnite blob, and its bi~s double west windcw is located in the
exsact center of the blob., Cf coursce, the position of the sun
now i3 different than in February when the picture was taken,
but 1 4id a little Rirurinz, and came up with the following:
when %the window 18 opened to just the richt angle of tilt, the
pesition of the February sum i4 such that its imaze will Dde
ralccted right tc that particular spot on FPlagstall Mt.
Therafore, this reflection theory is8 very ppobably correct,
taouch 1 fail to sees why the r=flection is such a large object
cn tne photo. (The picture wus taken very late in the afternocn,

L L L B

a3 ycu can see,)

I am including a 5x7 enlargement of the whole area covered
in the negative, wvhich may be more suitable for your new bdook.

Yes, 1 would be delighted to have you use my photo. ;

I have read the 1953 edition, and I see that you also deal
with such unusual natural phenomena as sun pillars., Therefors,
I am also enclosing a picture of the latter. It was taken et
about 1l4h UP on the morninz of gsbrunry 23, 1960, V¥Yhen I first
saw the pillar, it was about 15" in heizht, but fading rapidly.
Of the 3 f1ilters which I have, Wratten 25A, Xl and 808, it seemed
tc be the most prominent through the 80B, so this was alsd used
in the photo.: All this took scre time, and by the time I was ¢
ready to snap, the pillar was cnly 10" high., Therefore, I just
toock the picture with the shutter set the same as it had been
ov2~m: - ht; the expou:re was 1/3C0 @ £/5.5 on Tri-X 35mm 7ilm,
A3 /72 220 See, tlher: were 9 incn2s o snow ¢n the Zround, and

I just 4idn't have time %o get-ready to 20 outaside.

here 18 aldost no trace of 1t in th2 photo, tut there vas
alsc o faint round ball of luminescense right delicow the pillar
bafor: and during tn2 exposure. The faint lizht streak 25/32
0f 2n inch to the ri-ah%t of the z-illar i3 a defect of the nrint,
i3 o= 1.1 the other? =xcept %22 21 lar, 1 am sorry taat she
21..ar 3n0OWS 80 pooriy, buts tha fellow who printed this tells
ne 13 %he negative i3 so flat it is a wonder that anythins shows
" besidiss the b ter area at the pillar's base. The pillar seems
~tc ha about 8Y higzh on the print in its extremitiea (including a

. 2it%tl2: bit above the darkish cloud) if youw are doubtful about
£ 4 e o A e ‘
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HBoulder, Calcrauvo

N lear Mz, ]ohason: 2
. 1 rust apelogize for not haviag writian eariier in

|

renly to yuur etter of 18 farch, i hays, however, been
traveling a gresl ceadl 2aa ) 88 acw :e:t'.:; around to rome

.

of the lesa urpgent ¢urrerLcveanie,

| RS VL2 Li018re die Latezrey ,'in;.. . 2 very
L diaz with Viagaiadt caviug pent conmideradle thma in
Boulder sod bein g anative L Lraver, dlae 3ppears to Le

[

3 DICITe ROrALING ToURRLY Lasf, Ay firet quastion L3 lpe
sione of Gay thar voun tagk the mcture, Trom the ligating,
Iwoald ga, 1700 you tnmuat cave s ' liw #un Gvore orF lass al
yoaur cack, vo thas this cowd not ba just aa drdisary type i
reflection, resnitiag {iom baving poinies the camera % tha
general airmction of the sus. D2 you, Dy aay chance, wear
ring ? The rellmetica {ron; the atone may nave jotien '._.nté

(e caneYy o ALRe WA,

Will vou make one t2ut for ma, which 1 consider the
most isxalv ia 713w of the effect, The sua appears t2 have been
cresty low at tua tirae, [s Tnere in tae apprexiinale >0aition of
Lue Dioh surse noasa with o fairliv iarge wiadow rhat couvld have
ness rellesting the sus ? Sraad & paroximataly the smne spo
st Jock over the rag.on il v Leld giass, A Lright apot lize
e ellea spresas eaovmonaly., Tar crn eee {rorn the micturs
*hat tha aun ;nuat have heoan sRining nrilliantly, The shadéw
espmcially of 134 large harn oa the rigal, gives us some icea : a
sithe heignt of the pan, Thir was in Fedruary, The angle of

e ynm wL )l now naye changea,

. T -
AL oav rate. malze 158 *est and 142 me Aaow, ] &N, 33
- ' - - - . - - - -y ‘B L] L - L] -: b
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L] & & ¥ # . 1 a - N :
of now mater o), [ aharii want to use vour phetogrgl wouid you
' ‘.T TJI- -I:-:“, - / ‘: -1- * -" H L | , -a f " r.- ".‘ - r"ln.-;-t'l - ‘}l:i! ‘:-“.'.:‘E:lql. = - . ‘ » -
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| ' to if
2 . will be d to send a larger copy of this pho
124 ?S:teyoulcnn use 15%3 lease let me xnow if you want any morse

information.

Sincerely yours,

-
. PS: The bmk lctt eormr of the 5x7 1is appu-ontly ny f.incorl
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18 Marech,

nr. Donald H. Nen=zel
%0 Hurvard College Observatory
Numorid /e 38, Hacrachusetl=

Near Sir:

On Februanry 6,. 1955, while on Flagetaff Mt., a
7000 foothill west of Boulder, I took what 1 thou;ht

would be an ordinary scenic nicture of Boulder throutﬁ’

a7 hrother's RErownie Hoiiday, which i= a 37 box
cumera. On develoyment, however, a small black blob
Lwow=d on the ne,itive;, one :trongly reminiecent of
a "flying =aucer.”

"he snclosed nicture 1: a S5x enlar exent from &
simail cection of that ne ative, 7Tr» axDO%UT® WAR
1/2% ecacond at £/11, throush a 2%5A filte-, on Tri-X.
Nevelsoment was no~mml commercinl.

Absolutely notnin, was ~aen in the area with
tne eye nlone either vefore o after, but I must admit
thet I ween't looking for anything unusual.

NICAP in Washinzton rnatched up a cony of the
sieo ricsht away, wut they will not give any £ind of
sxnlanation for the phenomenon. As you have written
o informative Yook on V0 's, 1 was wondering if you
wauid be willing %o offer an explanation. 1 do not

rumember the weather conditions on that date, Dutl
could find them out for you. I will =end the original

A=, ative Af you wis=h,

The pioture was taken at about 5 pm, and tne
Airection of view 1s aporoximately southeast.

Yours truly,

1370

PN RTR ike




