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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD
l. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS |
O Wos Balloon |
& D= . sy JTOR vyvi=va T v Y3 Fos v 0O Probably Balloon
T e il il - TR S A S S 1 L A b e 1R ¥
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possibly Boiloon
! 1 10 o ‘n i g 0 Was Aircralt |
Local . - = G"f‘”"d V':"t“?‘ e D Ground-Radar O Prabably Aircraft ‘
__ GNT_I3 /00037 Q AicVisual " " F O Air-Intercept Rodar |D FPossibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 8. SOURCE O Wss Astrenamical
O Yes 00 Probobly Astronomical
O Ne Y uvilinn 0 Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE 0 Other
0O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
_ 0 Unknown
; RINUTOS rouy obtationd)
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
One 1 ah o & 17!"_";‘? ravolived as a disc 5 | Check raeveai L
color of Venus, w/cthree smaller released daily ot Metr
0]38 obove & a streak below., Catliand interuatioi:
3 10 5 o rovaill
, th | » would havy
palloon on aporo: 1T
Sighting
1
ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52)
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10 February 1959

AFCIN-HE)
Alenmond 5, Gallfornia
Dsar Dr. SR

TMe Adr Forece apuregclatead your promph answa:r Suprlying %ae addlie
tional inrormation requusted on your sighting of 1A Legaaber 1553,

Your Sugsestion thab what you saw was the Thor 1RDM wms given
rrompt conaiderastlon, bub ruled out decauses the firiog stuok place on
15 Deesmber 1053,

Sontact was nade with ths varioua weather 3tatiocra to determine |
toe weather as the $ime of your sigating and ballooa lauscining schae
dulese A rawlasocnde is rsleased daily as 15C0 hours from 5ae Helroe
rolitan Caklaosd Iaternational airporse The prevailing winds om 14
Pegeamber 1553, at the tixe of your sighting would have drifted a
balloon, released as this airport, o a positicn gorresscndiag to

These balloons attain diameters of greater taan 30 fset at altie
budeo and iave a relatively aizh aldedo. 7This Xact 1a aubstantiated '
by your observation that the objest was brighter than Venus, which
has »n appareat magnitude af =4, ad i%a Lrighteas, Theae balloons
are 213 aqulpped with radar reflegtors whish ¢ould poasidly account
{29 she 3akliler ODjeois,

Approximatling btae Gissance, iron the balloon trask aad Slze of
fli.at, as gseven wlley, Lhae dDalluon would sudbleni an angle oa the
order of seysa wiiad throupdh your bisosulars,




The balloon's veloelily relative O youxr poailisa waa Losbly
gURseqguenbly She avpairsni notionlecasusas ol Laid 20 jech.

Your orizinal data sasetkad are inolodad par yOuIr Tequadse.

lincerely,
e ‘nola: fle He Gililiax¥
Sata Sneets Colonely Lad

CC to Maj Tacksr, Leputy Jar Selences
SATIS=3 and Lomponenta

od i l.L-
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he Wers you &ble to estimate the angle subtended
by the objact when viewed through your

binoculars?
Please formmard your reply direct to the Commander y ALY |
Technizal Intelligence Center, Attention: AFCIN-L: o, Wright-
Fatterson Alr Porce Base, Ohlo,

LAWRENCE J. TACKER

-'a.jur, USAF

ecutive Qifficer

Pudlic Information Division
Office of Information Services

-

Richnond 5, California
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UROCOGY

RICHMOND 5, CALIFORNIA - g

January 25, 1959

Commandar
Air Technical Intelligence Center
wrisht-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohilo

Attention: AFCIN=-LEL
Dear Sir:

Referring to attached letter, also please refer To Aviation Jeek issue December 22,
1958, pagze 2}, which reached me after my letter dated December 23, 1958.

If the Thor firing from Vandenburg was on Sunday, December 14, 1958, and if it
ware delaved more than "schednled at about noon but did not come off until zbout

o

three and a half hours later", we can button this up,

If it were not the Thor firing, it was something else ana I answer your queries:

l, Magnitude comparison made a&s follows. I have always had to sesarch to
find Venus in daylight at greatest brilliancy. This primary object was
so visible it caught my eye immediately as well as my wife, without ny

eving to point out its direction. I used Venus in daylight at greatest
brilliancy as the base for delermining the magnituae.

2, I thouzht at first it was reflected light but after reading the Aviation
veekk report I note a reference to a "white hol exhaust",

3. Color was that of Venus, streak more yellowish., At present time (6 weeks
after) I would guess streak color about that of Arcturus., No pulsations,
no shock diamonds, no flickering. There was a steady fade, however, but
also a steady increase in high thin overcast as I stated,

i, Unzble estimate anzle subtended--too small and too unsteady throuzh
binoculars. If necessary 1 can amend this statement by setting up a
trznsit and getting an idea using the Radome on Tamalpais, and inter-
nolating into tne binocular field, Let me xnow if you wish me to do

-I-,l‘:
11111.-5.

FURTHER COMMEHTS

If I accept the Aviation leek stavement then how do 1 reconcile the Thor firing
stated azimuth of 251 degrees? Take my estimate of 135 maznetic, add variation
and pgive me 20 degrees of error and I get an answer of less than 180° true from

Perkeley half a mile west from Claremont Hotel,

m‘m m“-l.lri.- I e i e
L
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m . ricamonp 5 caurornia -

Pace 2,

This sicghting I made was definitely east of my meridian. I must assume that you
heve distorted the Thor firing azimuth prior to publication,

-

wouldn'!c have described taree., I attach my orisinal data sheebts which were
course, naraphrased for style and gramrar U0 make my reporvu.

Aviabion ¥z2ek mentions two verniers. I must have seen three small objects or I
r4
i

y OF

If you can, without violating security, let me know if both I and my wife doped
off tocether. We are botn pilots and had neither been drinking or in any way
not in full command of our senses and naturally welre curious.

FPlease raturn my original dave pages after you are finisned with them, Thanks,

Yours truly,

Encl: 2
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