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4. l/::::r~., you able t o es t imata -.;he angle sub r.ar.ded 
by "t;.i.:.e obj~ct w;;en vi€nved through ycJur 
b i: \OCula:r3? 

p1_ease for.·rard your r '=ply· dl.~ct to t he C0r::rr . .a..:r1der 
1 

/dr 
T~dmi ::al. Intellir:;euc.;s Ce.nt(!r, Attenti on: Jl.PCI :r-!- 4Z4 _, \/right­
Fatterson .Air Force Daad, Ohi o . 

Richl.1o-::td 5, ~lifornia 

• 

Sincerely, 

LA.rrlRE.NCE J. TACKER 
1·~j or 1 USAF 
~cecuti ve O.r'ricer 
Public Ini'onnation D1 viaion 
Of~ice of In~orrnation 3e~ces 
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- RICHMOND 5, CALIFORNIA 

• Januar y 26, 1959 

Commander 
Air Technical In telligence Center 

·~ 

':Tri n;ht- Pa tter son Air Force Base , Ohio 

Attenti on : AFCIN- 4E4 

Dear Sir : 
• 

Rel'erri np, t o attached l etter, also p lease refer to Aviation :·Jeek i s sue December 22, 
195tl , page 24, Hhich r eached me aft er my l e tter dat ed December 23 , 1958 . 

If the Thor firing from Vandenburg t~a.s on Sunday, December 14, 1958 , and if it 
\•1ere del ayed more than "scheJul ed at about no')n but. did not co::1e off unt il about 
t hree and a h al f hours later" , 1·1e can bu tt.on this up. 

If i t:. \·Jere not t he Thor firing , it l-Ias s ometl?.ing else ana I a ns· .. ter yow: quer i es : 
• I • 

1 . i-1agnitude comparis on made as f ollo"t-Js . I ha v e al.Hays had to search to 
f ind Venus in ciayl i.g h·t. at greatest br illiancy . This pri mar y obj ect ivan 
so visible it caught my eye i nu:1ediately as t·Jell as my Hife , u:Lthout my 
he.ving t o point out it s directi on . I used Venus in daylight at greo. te s t 
bri lliancy as t he b?.se for de t ermining the , fl18.gni tude . . -

2 . I thought at first it 't·: a s r efl ected l i ght but a fter r eading the Aviation 
~·!eek repor t I note a r e f erence to a "t-Jh:U:.e hot e.Y .. haos t ". 

3 . Color \~as tha t of Ve nus , streak more ye llm·Ji sh . At pr esent ~..ime (6 't·Jeeks 
after) I -:.vould gues s streak col or about that of Arctur us . No pulsa tinns , 
no shock dia:rtonds , no flickering . There '!·:a s a s teady f ade, h :> t·Jever , but 
also a s teady increase in high thin overcast as I s t ated • 

. 
L. Unable es t.ima. te an~le sub tended--too s mall a nd. t oo unst e a dy throu~h 

binoculars . I f necessary I can amend this state::1ent:. oy s etti ng up a 
t r.:.nsit and ge t.tin~ an i dea using the Radome on Tamal pais , and i nter ­
?'Jla t ing into t ite bi nocuLar field . Le t me ~nOYl i f ym.t 1vish tne to do 
"""": S .. :. . ..... . 

FlR'l'HER CO~fAEili rs 

If' I accep t the Aviation ~·leek stateme nt t~en ho1·J do I r econcile the T~or fir ing 
~taced n.zi nut.!-1 of 251 de '5rees? Talr~e my estimate of 13.5 rr.a ~:n~ tic , e.d.d varia tion 
a nd eive me 20 de~rees of error and I f;e t. a n ans·.-;er of l cc:s the1n 180° t rue f r or.1 
Dcr~<eley half a :nil e He s t f r om Claremont Hotel • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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- RICHMOND 5, CALIFORNIA 

This si~h t1.n~ I made "t·Ias def i ni t~ly east. ol' my meridian. I mus L. assume tb.a t you 
h .. ve d:!.st')r ted the Thor firlng a~d . .mut.h prior to publication • 

.t~via~ion 'ri~e~~ .:nen t i ons t wo ver nier s . I must have seen three s nall objec t s or I 
uou.Ldn ' "' h::::.ve descr ibed three . I att.ach my original data s i:eets 'tihich ':lcr e ., ::>f 
ccurse, )ara_phra sed f or styl e a:-td gr am:-r.ar to make my r epor t. . 

I f' you c~n., Hithout violati n:; securit y , let me kn m-1 if both I .:m d my uife doped 
off to ae t her . :·Je a re both pilots and had nei th: r been dr in\:ing or in nny uay 
not iu f~lll comr.1and of our s e nses and na t.ura l l y \Je 're cu ..... ious . • 

Pl ease r aturn my or iginal dat a pages n.f ter you a r e finished ~·lith then . Thanks • 

• Your s truJ.y, 

Encl : 2 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

l 


