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Nove~bar 22 , 1958 
-- -

Commanding Officer, 
1;/r i ght Air Force Base, 
Ohio, U.S. A .. 

Dear Sir; 
I a m writing t o r eport an obs ervation o f a n 

unidentified "fl:ying " ob ject in the e vent i t may hav e 
s ome significance. I fe.el there is most likel y some logica l 
expla nation for the particula r phenomena which I observe d 
but its explanation !s b~yond · le • 

• 

At s ome time bet\'leen 11:15 and 11: 20 PN , Ra s Ta nur a 
time on the evening of November 20 , 1958 I ~ras with a group 
of people on a hous e lawn located directly on the beach of 
the Persian Gulf . One of the members of t he party sai d l ook 
at the falling sta r. Ho\>Tever wha t we s aw wa s much brighter 
t han any falling star and was travelling absolutely horizonta l 
with the hori zon in a gener a l north-south direc tion. Not 
knO\'ling ,.,hat i t wa s or its distance a r,.;ay I couldn' t begi n 
to estimate its speed but I would es t imate i t wa s l es s than 
one minute bef ore it finally disappea r ed in t he south. As it 
receded the light or glow turned greenish in color a nd f i nally 
vanished. \·Jhen it was dire c tl!J across from u s it appeared a s 
an extremely bright ball of light with a s hort t a il. No sound 
was heard so it couldn't have been anything close by . 

All present agreed on what had be en seen but no one 
came forth wi t h any good suggestion a s to what we ha d just seen. 

For reference purposes I a m a s enior construc tion 
engineer 
observed 

lt(i th 
this 

the Arabian American Oil Co. Those wi '\iho 

( t h 
( ac 

hen my wife, Dr. and Hr 

Th ere were other s pr 
oz1e s who were in the 
f irst s een. 

n Ras Tanura ), ~Ir • 
in Ra s Tanura ), and r:Ir. a nd Nrs. 

in the l oca l enc ineer i ng of fice s ) • 
nt but t hos e l i s t e d a r e t h e particul a r 

front of th~ house at the t i me t hi s wa s 

This inf ortnation i s be i ng passed on for wl1a t i t may 
be wort h . If your p eopl e have a ny c oroa1onplac e expla na tion 
f or it I woul d be most appreciative t o kn ow what i t is. 

Ver~ tru ly your s , 

• • 

h r8 bi 8-n t.re~r c a n vi 1 Co . 
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FROM: COMMENT NO. 

AFCIN-424, ...... .... 1 
CC:-.1.\IC:NTS ( t •s e rever~e . if ne ces.snry) AFCIN-JtE4/Maj Frl~nd/ac/69216/Bldg 823 

. , 

l . Tho information received in :.:;,. ter i s ver;t limited. However, 
it is the opinion of the ATI O tha;!; the phenomena viewed by this gentl emn and his 
co:npaniona '.ISS a :fireball . A firehal l is a meteor of uncommon brightness, by 
definition brie;ht er t he.n -3 magni ttld.e . 

2 . Fireballs often l eave a short trail, o.re sooradill - in ·their origin and o.f"t~1 
ch;u"'l.ge color in :flight. s·tudy of these x:1etaors 

I 
also points out the infrequency of • 

t heir oc~urenc3 . Experienced astronomers rarely see more than one • J.n a li f etime. 

3· &9\!a :J::>e t hese iten:s are usually an initial exparience t hey h av a a s t art l i ng 
effect on t '" -__ .:; .J~s~rvers . 

. 

,~. 
lfl' r=:-J-,; 

~ 

l Incl: ~H. K. Gi lBEctT 
Ltr dtd 22 l'iov 58, Colonel , USAF 

AFC:UT-L~E • 
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~:~is is to .:~...;kno,,.,leqs end. t :-_B:lk you r o7: your l~t ~-· 
22 novemb!r 1958 concerning a.n uni dentlfiGd :::'l :ri!l3 .:>'bj ~c;:, 
s~'l.w on 20 !To·.-cnbe.::- on the beac:'l of t:1e :? _r3inn Gu1 f . 

YOit 

']!;"le i~:>.r'!::at"!.;m ~c.eived in yot:.r l.ct·ter ~·ras lj~i ted but 
i t ls til~ opinion of t.~a /d.r Tec:;l:nics.l Intel ligence C-anter t hat 
t...'":.e p~ta:l.a!4e :Ja vit;r.red by your group w'lS a firebal 1 • A fireba.J 1 
or bolide iG s r-.~teor of uncozm;10n bl1.~~tnes3 ., by clafir..it ion I 

br15}1 -tar th=m ·~d nus tlu~~~e ll'A3Ili tud~. 

Fire~alla o~~n 1eave a short trail, are sporadic in their 
origin and often change color in 'flight . A study ot the meteor3 
po1nts ou.t the j nfreql4ency of their occur ence. E.xperiancad 
a.str onomers ~ly Gee more t.han one in t l!e12'" l.i:t'~ti :ne. 

T11ank you for your interest in thia rea-tta~:·. 

r.~; .... :-- _. ~ 1 -r 
,~ - ---- ~ .lt..J , 

U\.iiR~?.tiCB J. T.\C!r'.. ;.:.tt 
H~jo::.-, US.-\7 
.:.:<~cutiY~ Off'ic~r 
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