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12. CONCLUSIONS 
2. LOCATION 1. DATE 

D Woa Balloon 

. ;.; ;: : i~.JmiJ;:r 1 95;~ De 1·wood. Alarvland o ProboblyBolloon 
_l._ O_A_:T_E_· T_..!I:LM~E.._G_..!R_..!O:::..;U!!.!P~;.;_~~~--+-4.~TY~P.!!.E~O~F!.!0:!.8~S-E.J!R.UVA~T~I~O~N~~------I O Poui bly Balloon 

0 Was Aircraft 
Local---------- 0 Probably Aircralt 

GMT 2~· ;v':J25Z ~ 2~/ 1025~ 0 Ai,..Visual 0 Air-Intercept Roclw 
0 

Ponibly Aircroft 

I 0 Ground-Roclor 

1-=-s.-:.~P~H~OT~O;:;s:=:===========:::.Jh._r--:SO;;;U~R;C,;E.:=:=... ___ _::_:::;:!:.::.::=~==--l.,oc ••• AstronoMical Meteor 
0 Probably Aatrono•icol 

DYes 

~No 

7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 

Military 
L NUMBER OF OBJECTS 

0 Possibly Aatrono•icel 

9. COURSE PQC Other Ground 1 j gbt 
0 Insufficient O..e fer Evoluoti.,. 
D Unlcnown 

l---j2~~sc~~t~·~~- ~-JlL-llll!r~-~----_JL__JJt.w~,c~~-------~~~N~~~·~~~:t~: ~~~~t:~i·~n~-~~~~~~~------------------l 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS 

Sighting of meteor at about 29/0925Z. 
Noticed ground light which remained in 
sight for about 1 hour. See case file. 

ATJC PORII S29 (REV 26 SEP 52) 

• 

Investigation revealed that the 
meteor sighting was part of the 
sighting. This meteor is carried 
in a separat:e case and was v iewe ~ 
as far away as Indiana & Penn. 
The additional rpt was determine~ 
to be a searchlight on a nearby 
barn. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112 
OIUOIMATIIICI MIIICY IIIIOilT 110. 

Det 10, l006th Air Intel Serv 5q 
Andrews AFB, \'laeh 25, D.C. De /O-Uf'O-J-.5~ 

, .. 9 M /0 rAGES 

no precipitation, 65 degrees F. temper,ture. 

This was the tirst time SOURCE had seen an object like this. He had 
no idea as to its identity • 

• 

Estimated speed 1 250 to 300 knots. 

Estimated distance from object to observer1 ten (10) to fifteen (15) 
miles west. 

SOURCE had completed ten (10) years of for~al education. I n addi tion 
he had attended CAA and nrllitary control tower operator schools. 

4. Evaluation. 

Sgt Pleasants was quiet reserved individual. He appeared not to have 
any preconceived idees of l'lhat he saw but merely to be stating the facts as he 
saw them. His story was later fully corroborated by t he person who .,.-as Hith hi m 
at the tiJne and who made the observation from the same vantaee point. 1'his !rc.n 
was on duty as weather observer in the Andrews AFB control tower. His personal 
data are1 

a. Name 1 PIWO\'lARSKI, Gregory \'i. • 

b. Ranka A/2C l 
c. Serial Number a AF 11290689 l 
d. Organization a Det 2, 4th \'feather Group, Andrews AFB, \·lash 25, DC I 

The interviewer believes that the phenomenon described above was caused 
by a meteorite. 

XI. ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS. 

1. At 29/0925Z Sep 58 a tlami.ng obJect was observed on a downward traject­
ory trom the GREEN ARROW nm, near OXFORD, liD. (J841N/76lO:oJ). Two officers of 
the 2nd Ordnance Co. at FORT HEADE, ND. (3906N/7644\'1) saw the phenomenon with 
the unaided eye in the sky to the West of the GR.El:N ARROW INN. These tl'tO 
otticers, l/Lt 1s SPARACINO and EBERLAND, who were together at the time, also 
observed that small particles were breaking away trom the object. The color of 
the object was greenish. 

2. Georgetown University Observatory reports several telephone calls trom 
local observers who saw an object as described above at precisely the sa1ae tiue. 
The observatory's tenative conclusion, based on the descriptions received, \'ta s 
that the object was a meteorite. 

\ 

3. The US Naval Observatory, at Washington, D.C., reports no sighting. 

-.,. . !! • 
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• 

WAitNINO : f'ltie ~ument Nnta/n. /fll-mal/on alecflnl .I.e net/on./ de/en .. ol tile Vttlted Stat•• •lfltitt tile mutt/ttl of the 't 
.. pion•,. Z..••· 1'111• II, V . S . C., S.Ot/one 7fJ and 714. Ita trettltnllelon ot the tere/aUon ollie contettU/n anr men net to an 
utteutltotiled penon /e prolt/blted br I••· It m•r not be teprodut:ed Itt •hole or Itt pelt, br othet thett United .Stet .. Ait l'orce I 
Alettelee. eacept bT permi .. lott o1 tile Direc tor ol/nte/1/l•n-, VSAI'. 

a•u•tc:A,._ . I AF rot• 112a IUPI.ACU AI POIIM lll• rAIIT 11. I Nil a. 
t OC:I $2 WHICH MAY II "'1ft. 

• 
' ' .. L -U•IIIIIf "IAfiH .,PIU l~tlt7G-1 

'· . \ -· ..,., , UN' C' ,. ~~I F I E d.S.CVItlf'Y INI'Oit/IIA f'ION •hett 111/ed In) 'I 
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SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112 
OIUeiM'Me MIIC'I MPOilT IIQ. 

Det 101 1006th Air Intel Serv Sq 
Andrews AFB. \·laah 25. D.C. /JEr IO-IJF0-1-S~ 

01 /0 PAll 10 PAGD 

XII. COl·MANDm t S COMHENTS. 

The inveatigation waa conducted by experienced investigators who t ried to 
·explore all possible sources ot information.· The conclueiomreached are consid­
ered logical and reasonable. 

//jlf'/L~ 
N ' 'ALBRI01JT 

llja~ or 1 USAF 
Commander, Det 10, 1006th AISS 
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• 
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,..,. ..... • 0 • 0 0 . - .. ... .._ .. 
DOW!"GRAO~ AT~ vr•~ !'~l'"RVAT.S: 

1..> P(.'l • \ -~1 ;•J . ' l l . ' 0 
.. • • • ' \ • ' I . .. . .~:.A. . . "'· . . . . :. . . . . . ~· .. \ (.:). 

i'0 !1 t· : ·: : · ' I•J 

WARN/NO : rJtle .. uMeftt ~ottleiN l~tl•-tlo~t a#ecl/114 tlto r~•tlo~tal fle/e~t• ol Itt. Uftlte<tl StatN •Jtltllt tlaa .. aartlft4 of tile 
..plo,..4a ww .. r111e II, U. S . C., Sect/.,.. "' a1td 1J4. Ita tt•Minlalo~t or tit• H'ral•tlolt ol/la -1ttattta/1t .,., ... ,.,..r to •n 
uuulllor/•041 ,.,..,. Ia prolllblted by I••· It ... , _, bo nprodueod lft •ltole w lit ,art, -, ethet tltaft Unile<tl St•IH Alt 'ore• 
A4•nclae. ftoepl by ,-,n/allioft ol lite Dl tHiot ol lr~ta/11,._, USA,, 

AF lOIII 112 t ocr 12 a IIU\.ACU Ar r OIIM ll .. rAIIT II. I .IUN .. 
WHICH MAY II USIO. cu•-,_ (S.CURITY IN,OitlltAriON •lien lflled in) 
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RBSULTS OF PIELD INVESTIGATION 

Interviews from personnel at the area of were conducted 
in the afternoon and evening of 29 Sep 58 by T/Sg£ • The scout-
ing for civilian source leads in the vicinity as well as short inter-
views to na~row down the search area were conducted by Sgts and 

• Additional short interviews of personnel at the area indi-
-c-a~te~d that all those who had observed the light on the ground had seen 
it in the same direction as the given azimuth fix, and that no one 
could add to or contradict the statements made in the previous two 
interviews. Lt. , who had called in the reports, had not himself 
observed the aerial phenomenon, although he was able to take an azi­
muth reading on the later observed ground light. His description of 
it was the same as all the others. Since no one at could add 
anything to tho statements already noted, it was decided to concen­
trate on civilian sources in the vicinity. An Army helicopter had 
been offered to help in the search and was due to arrive soon after 
6tart of normal duty hours. At 30/1015Z Sep 58 the guard on duty at 
the · area gate informed Sgt that the light, which he had 
obaervea the day before, was again visible. Sgts , , and 
. observed the light from the saae vantage point as Sgt nnd 
~t for about twenty minutes. This time binoculars were used. 
The light was white, intense, and fluctuating. It was also along 
the plotted azimuth. It seemed to come from a thin stand of trees. 
One step to the right or left would hide the light from view and 
another step would bring it ~ack into view. From the main gate it 
could not be seen. A little to tho left (South) of the single light, 
one. could easily see the lights of the village of LAYTONSVILLE. 
Somewhat to the right (North) were a few scattered individual lights 

• 

of probable farm houses. The intense light along the azimuth was the 
most conspicuous, All lights, however, had a fluctuating quality. I 
As daylight saturated the area, details of the land began to take shn~e. 
The group of trees through which the light was shining, could be seen. 
A barn took shape behind it with a strong light on the end. By 30/ 
1040Z Sep 58 the light's intensity had faded considerably due to the 
rapidly increasing daylight. Sgts , , and travel-
led to the source of the light, a barn directly along the plotted 
azimuth. The barn was located almost three (3) miles (line of sight) 
from the · area of , about 300 yards North of the crossing of 
Maryland State Routes 124 and 108, on the East s~de of Route 108. 
At this azimuth Route 108 ran along a Alight rise, and the trees lin­
ing the road on the West aide formed the limit of sight (horizon) from 
the area of • Anything seen froa the area along that 
azimuth and disappearing behind the top of t ·hose trees could not pos~i­
bl)' be observed striking the ground. The group of trees between tha 

area and the barn were nunut 400 vards west of tmbarn and verv 
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aity had faded completely in the almost fully developed daylight. 
The owner of the barn was interviewed. He stated that he had not 
seen any aerial phenomenon on the morning before, but that at 29/ 
0925Z Sep 58 he was inside the barn, millting his cows. He had just 
turned the barnlights, including the outside 200 watt floodlight, 
on a few minotes earlier. He stated further that the outside flood­
light, which could actually flood the surrounding fields enough for 
him to wllk around on them easily during total darkness, bad been 
burned out tor a long time. Since up until now it had always been 
light enough outside for him to see, he had not bothered to replace 
the bulB until just a "couple ot days ago" (exact date could not be 
recalled). 

• 

TWo (2) additional sources were checked in order to narrow down 
tbe search area after this. One of them was Mr. , owner ot a 
small airstrip, AIRPORT (3915N/7709W, two ana one quarter 
(2 l/4) miles o YTONSVII.I.S and four and one quarter (4 1/4) 
miles SWot DAMASCUS, UD. (3917N/7712W). Mr. stated that he 

• 

lived at the airport and that on tbe moriing ~a question and at the speci­
fied time there was no light aircraft activity at or near his airstrip. 
Ot thia he was positive. Be had not seen any aerial phenomena at the I 
time. Be stated that the ground winds in the area at the time were 
neglillible • 
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_ _ , on Sop t. 29th t.vo 
Artq ~~en etatio~cl at the rake ba•• n .. r 
Derwood, Marylana, aaw a ~storioue ob­
~eet land. and tak• ott near the W.se. 
They cleecribecl 1 t ae wingleaa aa4 pro­
pellerl•••• w1 th • b&ll-11ke noa• anci a 
blunt tail. Tha Air Porce claims tbie 
va" merely & caee ot wold•r•' are light• 
reflect1ns rrom ora~colore4 ~rue~ 
belonging to an eleotr1c power comp&D)'. 
!be Ai~ Foroe bow forgot, however, 
t.hat tM eightin& took place at ~~ 
a.a., _.no one vee weldlD& at that. u.. . . . --
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Tl1e Role of Unusual Coinciclence 

Analogous unlikely coincidences account for many flying-saucer 
reports. The factors that encourage the misinterpretation may be 
the particular time or place at which the phenomenon appears, 
the kind of weather, the experience, physical state, or mood of the 
observer, his unawareness of a certain fact, or any combination of 

these and other relevant circumstances. 
A fairly simple case of this type was the reported landing of a 

spacecraft near an Army barracks (often r eferred to in saucer 
publications as the "Nike site") in a rural area of Maryland, shortly 
before dawn on the morning of September 29, 1958. The sergeant 
on duty that morning left the orderly room at 4:25 A .:\t. and started 
to the barracks to waken the troops. The sky was clear, with bright 
moonlight. Hearing a whirring sound like a pitched baseball with 
a loose cover, he looked up toward the west to see a brilliant round 
white object soaring through the sky from north to south, and break­
ing up into smaller pieces as it traveled. It disappeared behind the 
roof of the mess hall, directly to the west, after being in view about 
two seconds. Hurrying around the south side of the mess hall to 
search the western horizon, he observed a very bright white, pulsat­
ing light at ground level, apparently in a wooded area some four 
or five miles west of the battery site, as though the glowing object 
had landed there. He reported the incident to an officer, who meas­
ured the azimuth position of the unknown. The glow remained 
in one place but diminished with increasing daylight until it was 

no longer visible. 
Air Force investigators arrived that afternoon. They had already 

received many reports that a brilliant fireball had flashed through 
the sky at 4:25 A.M., the time in question, and had been observed 
by many witnesses in the area between Washington, D .C., and 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but no fireball could account for the 
ground light. The next morning at 5: 15 A.M. an intensely white 
fluctuating light was observed at the same place and was studied 
through binoculars until daylight made it invisible: it could be seen 
only from the west side of the mess hall, and one step to the right 
or left would hide it from the observer: Traveling toward the po­
sition of the unknown, investigators found a dairy bam three miles 
away and on a direct line of sight from the place the UFO had 
been observed. On one end of the barn was a 2oo-watt floodlight 
with a white reflector, still burning. On questioning the fanner, they 
learned that until recently the light had been burned out and had 
not been used. The early hour of sunrise during the summer had 
provided all the light he needed to milk his cows. With the shorter 
days of autumn, however, he had needed the light and had re­
placed the bulb only a few days before. On the morning of the 
sighting, he had turned on the light a few minutes before the ser-

geant had noticed it [ 1]. 
Thus several unrelnted fnctors hnd combined to produce the il-

lusion of a landed space vehicle: 1) only a week earlier, news-
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8 Octobez- 1958 

At approximatel7 08001 29 September, Lt. William M· , Information 
Services Otticer, lOOlat Air Beae WinS, Andren AFB, cal, ed M4 et.atecl tbat 
a cou•rnn4er of a Hilc.e aite near liervoo41 Md., had reported an UPO sighting. 

Lieutenant aa14 that two 1D tbe Control Tower eighte4 
a UIO veQ Ql~. ~drev~• H~ 1\lrther related ·that Operation• bad d1apatched a 
!·33 a helicopter to tbe UFO ai&ht~ aea. 

Approximate~ OM hour later, Deii!PM7 to tu.rtber· relatecl that tbo 
helicopter crew, upon the <lea apot o~ the oJ l c5cd UPO land1 ng1 
418coYered. one or more lar.;31 o~e co~orc4 trucks. wo~ near these 

objecta vere cJoilla velcJtns vort on hip teuion Sirden• 
---- ·--

We ztece1ve4 DO quer108. -·· ·-·-- --·---- - -- ........ . - • 

ur reated until the nisht ot October 6th. On that n1gbt, I read 
tbe 1'1Dal edition ot the "Star•. On pace 1 there vu a 2-column 
1to17 about a 'myate17 obJec~' near Dervoocl,.t • .. 

After ree41Df[ the "ou,r• a.cCOWlt, I a ~ concerning the 
above &toq. We both reg:&'ette4 the truck 816htillC V88 on1tte4. 
IOtA ot ua UG'"tcl thAt it vaa l.Dck o~ coord1no.t1on aamewbere up tbe liDO• 

Ill the spirit ot AP'R 200-e (paro. 9) which reads, "S!(;htillca rtWJ be re• 
le•aa4 to the pz."'aa or c;cneral public b7 the coraanndor ot the Air Force DMe 
concerne4 on17 atter ·it baa beeD poaiti~ 1d.ontU1ed aa a familiar or a 
kDovD obJoct." 1 c!ecid.ecl 1D order to to coDJocture1 to call 
the waeb:1n11ton "I'Oat.." ,.._ 

• vi I asked 
to aak the nporter vork:lnc on thja Ui'O ato%7 to COD • u I hacl 

-a tn 110.re dattila vhtch m1pt len4 a bit ot ll&ht to tbe aubJect. 
• 

A little later, tor tbe tpformatiOD• 

JCr apot report to Mr •oa tbe 29tb of September, .An"""'• 
41•patched a t.r-33 end a helicopter -ror u 'on the apot• probe ot t-be • 

reported UFO. At the reported. aito, the bel1copter cliacon.re4 a 
srgup ot ora~• colored tNcka. were working on hicb tenaion 
ateel. towers 1n tbat aroa • .!! Mr uke4 it the,- were PSPCO • 
I l 41411 't Jmov u4 to cbeolc PUCO tor ACC\&J'8C7 • 

• 

110rD1°1 at 0830, I the Ottice ot IDtozmation 
Secntt•'l ot Atr J'Orce rq acuoa. 

• 

Major, 
Settlcoa 
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~ACTIVITY RIP~TIMI 

u 

C 0U NTit 'I' Olt AREA lllP OIIT CONe Ill NS 

Maryland USA 29 Sep 58 
ACT IYIT'I' SUINITTIHG UPOIIT DATE 

Detachment 10, l006th Air Intel Serv 
Sqdn Andrews AFB \'lash 25 D.C. 

c SRI STATUS (II eppliceble) 

SRI MD . 

58 
PWI'.ARING INDIVIDUAL SRI 110 . 

~Ra~~~N~~~~~~~L_U~SAF~~------~~2~0~c~t~~----~SRI 110. 
NA,_ 011 DUCIIIPT ION OF IOUIICI IYALUATIOH 

See Individual Statements 
See Individual ADDITIONAL IHFDIINATI()fj OH ( DIIt• J 

Statements 

UFO ht sin 
SU*ARY (Oiu ..... ,, •Ill ell lllllllllllto the eellottt lee tora of ttorret In np

1
ort . S.lltt nerrot •• tu t on 

Uttloee report catt be full1 etetod ott~ 'or• JJJ, Llot lnclo•uree, ltteludlttl n~bet ol coploo ) 
• 112• 

I. Stn·IHARY: This report contains the results of all inves tigati ve effor t s tnade 
on subject UFO sighting together ldth statements ot all persons GU estionod in 
connection with it. 

II. DISTRIBUTION: USAF only. 
,...._.,._ ....... __ I h , ________ .., 

:!>> .. .) 
D ~ If, ~ · 

III. CREDIT LINEa 
JC ...... ~ ., 

Captain ~gene L J.taxwell (AO 2 76!~~)~ :} 
1/Lt Robert T Caughey (AO 3049 57~~g ~ 
J.I/Sgt Roy M \'lade (AF 20922949) ~ ~ " 
YJ/Sgt Christopher G Pagos (AF ~~) 
T/Sgt Ralph H Gottschalk (AF ~ 6j.l~ 5§: 
T/Sgt Ante Jelenic (AF .3265712 ) ~ 9' l: 
S/Sgt Roy G steph~nson (AF 1841 ?2s2~ ~ 
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MaJor Balph Albrlsht, 
Dct. 101 1006th AIS, USAF 
~ Air Forco " 
~lGD4 

17 October 1958 

_. _..,ran&• tor ncol"d. ~ 8 October 1958, concemJns tbe 
UIO acc:oWlt ot 29 September, is attacllo4. ------·-

These tacta vue pYen a member of the fourth eatate 1D ac­
vi th AFR 200-2. 

1!ao \leabi ngtoA Post aud .Associa~d Pz eGa 1n~rprete4 thoae 
facta. 

On or nbo\tt 9 October, 1Ie11r1 Simona ot UEWS WJ·:E:r. contacted 
me and pointed out that he van <,.oing a stor.r ot tJ.P'O's lrhich voul4 be 
a credit to the Uqited St&tee Air Force. Ria desire was to Get a 
pte traa tbe helicopter pilot IM CODtrol. Tower opcraton. 

IJ.eutenant Dei;paq 1 on rq req,uest, secured a Control Tower 
0p3rator '• quote tor Mr. Sintn~. I contacted one ot the helicopter 
ptl ota end arrensed tor a brie~ telephonic vi th Mr. 
81Jrnoua. It vaa to tbe pttot that I vu Intomation senieea 
otticer tor Headquarten voul4 ~ reaponaible. 

1 Att • 
a/• 

fl'to C~'ll tot 
General Hoo4 
SAnS 

• 

• 

WII.JJ-.M J. 
MaJ·~, t.SA.• 
Ch 1et, orr1ce o~ lnfc)lll 
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IV. NARRATIVE OF OBSERVATION BY OOT FARRIS. 

1. Personal Data. 

a. Name& FARRIS1 Riney G. 

b. Rank: Sgt 

c. Serial Number: RA 17248058 

d. Organization a Batteey "B" 1 4th Hissile Battalion1 Deerwood 1 l·:d. 

2. Narrative. (All points referred to below are on Incl #1, this report; 
on overlay of AMS Series V833, Sheets 5562 II NE and 5562 II ~111 Scale 
1:25,000.) 

Sgt Farris was on duty as IFC area Duty Sergeant on the morning of 29 
Sep 58. He had been up for about twenty-two (22) hours prior to the si ghting. 
After glancing at the orderly room clock, he stepped outside the buildir~ at 
29/0925Z Sep 58 on his way to wake the troops. At that moment his E.ttention 
was drawn to a whirring sound described as a thrown baseball with a l oose cover. 
Upon glancing tolmrd the origin of the noise, Sgt Farris saw an object, about 
half the size of the moon, passing near the moon's az1m.tth in a trajectory l>thich 
covered about forty-five (45) degrees azimuth from South to North. The observer 
~~s facing West at the time. The object was round1 white in color, ~nd appear ed 
to be breaking up. The smaller pieces ceased to give off light as soon as t hey 
broke away from the main body. The moon1 at the time1 appeared to be about the 
size of a half dollar held at arm's length by comparison. The object disappear­
ed from Sgt Farris' view over the roof of the messhall which ~tas directly in 
front of him to the West. Total time of observation of the phenomenon in the 
sky was about two (2) seconds. The object described no maneuvers or deviations 
from its ballistic-like trajectory. Sgt Farris saw it with the unaided eye. 
The sky was clear at the time of sighting. It was still dark on the ground, 
but there was bright moonlight. At first point of siehting the light had an 
approximate elevation of forty-five (45) degrees above the horizontal. It ,.,as 
deacribing what appeared to be a downward arc. The eppro~te eleva tion of 
the messhall roof from point of observation was five (5) degrees. Sgt Farris 
did not see the object strike t he ground. After losing sight of the light 
behind the messhall1 Sgt Farris went around to the South side of the building, 
from where he could get a look to the western horizon. From here he noticed a 
ver.y bright pulsating white light within line of sight on the ground and comi~c 
from what appeared in the darkness as a wooded area estimated by Sgt Farris at 
about four (4) to five (5) miles west of the battery site. At about 29/09302 
Sep 58 Sgt Farris reported the light on the ground to Lt. Platt of his bcttery. 
Lt. Platt took an azimuth readi ng of the light on the ground from the IFC 
area's radar tower, the best observation point in the sr.~ll site area (Refer to 
Pt #1, lncl /r'l) and fixed the light at 280 degrees (Pt #2 ). The pulsating 
light could be seen for about another forty-five (45) minutes. By now it was 
being observed and discussed by many men in the reveille formation. By about 
29/1015Z Sep 58 it was getting f airly light as the sun was about to rise. Hith 
increasing daplight the glow from the light diminished not iceably until it 
could finally be no longer seen at £ull daylight. Sgt Farris saw the li£ht for 
the l ast time at about 29/1015Z Sep 58. His duties prevented him from further 
observations. vlhen he glanced at the spot again in full daylight the light \-rae: 
no longer visible. Sgt Farris' final conjecture on the identity of the si ght­
ing \188 that he had observed a meteor. After seeing the pulsating glow he 
~oncluded that the object must have struck the ground. 

WAifNINO: 7'1t/e document ~ont•IN /tlfotmalion alfeol/111 tlte nal/o,..l d•l•n• ol llta United SlotN within tho meattittl ol tho 
.. plon•l• l.awa, 7'itl• II , U. S . C., S.Ot/ono 193 and 714. It• tronom/uion or til• rer•f•tlott of Ito conlente/tt •n' mann or to an 
uttautllor/aod ,..,.on lo ptoltibl ted by law . It ma' not H reproduced In wltol• or Itt p•rt, ,., otllor than Uttll•d Staloo Air Force 
Alenc/oe, ••t:ftpt by ,..rm/es/on o/ th• Director of lntollil•tto., USA, . 
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3. Evaluation. The consensus of several enlisted nBn and tl'IO of ficers of 
Battery 11 B11 was that Sgt Farris was a reliable NCO. During the interview Sgt 
Farris appeared sincere and willing to cooperate. He made every effort to 
recall all detaile about the observation in his mind and ma.de· no guesses. l!e 
adhered strictly to what he saw and ventured his conclusion only after he "'as 
asked to do so by the interviewer. In the interviewer's opinion the observa­
tions made by Sgt Farris are bona fide. 

V. NARRATIVE OF OBSERVATION BY PVT SCANLON. 

1. Personal Data. 

a. Names SCANLON1 Jerome A • 

b. Rank: Pvt. (E-2) 

c. Serial Number: US 51412562 

d. Organization a Battery "B" 1 4th l<iissile Battalion1 Deerwood, Nd.. 

2. Narrative. 

Pvt Scanlon was on guard duty at the main gate to the IFC area of 
Battery 11B11 on the morning of 29 Sep 58. At approximately 29/0930Z Sep 58 he 
left the locked gate to l'tako the troops in the IFC area 1 s billets. This was 
often a joint undertaking by the guard and the duty sergeant. As he a pproached 
the South end of the billets hie attention was drawn to a steady hunming noise 
in the sky. Looking toward the source of the sound, Pvt Scanlon noticed a 
flying object at about forty (40) degrees elevation from t he horizontal describ­
ing a downward arc which covered about forty-five (45) degrees azimuth from 
South to North. The observer was £acing West at the time. Scanlon described 
the object as being almost round, sliehtly flattened on the trailing side. '!'he 
predominant color of the phenomenon was green, with white undertones. He 
compared its size with that ot a halt dollar held at arm•a length. 'fhe hw:uni..-'lg 
sound seemed to come directly !rom the object. The arc described by the object 
appeared to end on the ~und. at a point about one and one quarter (li) mile 
from the point of observa tion (Pt #1) in or near a wooded area. Small pieces , . 
like sparks, seemed to be breaking of! from the majn body of the object during 
fiight1 but they instantly lost their glow as they broke away. There was no 
visible impact, nor did Scanlon hear any noise of an impact. The humming noise 
was audible throughout three quarters (3/4) ot the objects observed traj ectory, 
then stopped abruptly. After the object had reached the lowest point in its 
arc Pvt Scanlon observed a continuous, fluctuating 1 and intense white l ieht on 
the ground, which he had never obeerved there before. The area of the glow hc:d 
an approximate diameter of a nickel held at arm's lenath by comparison. It 
appeared to come from the same azimuth as the point ~1here the flying light had 
reached its lowest poinL. Daylight was invading the scene at about 29/lOlOZ 
Sep .581 when Pvt Scanlon last observed the light on the ground. By this t i.J:.e 
its intensity had diminished. The sky was clear at time of sighting. Scanlon 
observed the ob ject in flight for about nine (9) to ten (10) seconds. ~·/ithin 
fifteen (15) minutes of sighting the flying object Pvt Scanlon reported t he 
incident to the duty sergeant, Sgt Farris. Pvt Scanlon emphasized that he and 
·sgt Farris did not discu~s the details of the siahting before their individu~ l 
interviews. They only talked about it briefly a nd very generally. Pvt 
Sccmlon's firs t r eaction to t he si,6hting "ms tr.o.t t he object was a rn.eteorite, 
but he dioui ssed this illlpr eeoion \oJhen he recalled t hc.t meteorites e encr·elly ·. l...r: 
up before they rea ch t he ground. His second thought was that it may have been 
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a falling object from an aircraft, reflecting the rnoonlisht present a t t he time. 
But then he rationalized that it would hardly heve continued to el ow on the 
ground. He finally cat~ to no conclusion at all ns to the object's possi ble 
identity. 

3. Evaluation. off icer of 
Battery "B" 

During interview Pvt Scanlon appea re<.l ver~; einccre 
and coopers ve. In the intervie\-.rer' s opinion Pvt Scanlon did see sot.~eth:i.nc . 
'.-lith very minor exceptions Pvt Scanlon's observation corrobor ates tha t of [,e t 
Farris. He ry effort to report or~y 
what he saw. '.!'he elimination of his s 1 \'then he \vas asked for 
them, indicated logicDl thinking. in battery 11 D11

1 

the interviewer believes that Pvt observations, 
spoke the truth. 

VI. NARnATIVE OF ODSm\'ATION BY ~m HIIJ.S • 

1. Personal Data. 

a. Name& 

b. Approximate Agea .32 

2. Narrative. 

was out newspapers on the morning of 29 Sep 58. At 
about 58 Hr was delivering the paper to a house on the south 
side of J.:d State Route 1241 about .350 yards west of the intersection of 

He was in his car fncing \'lest. The heater in his ca r l'ra s turned 
on. His point of observation is designated as pt 1/3 1 Incl #1. At t hat roment 
he observed a white colored object in the sky to the ~·lest, croscing Route 124 
from South to North. There were trees on both sides of the r oad and t:is tot.?.l 
observation time was two (2 seconds. The trajectory of the object seened to 
have a downward pitch. ~tr stated that the object seemed t o be throwi.ne 
off spnrks which formed a • He did not want to commit himself on the shape 
of the phenomenon. The object itself had the approximate size of a half doller 
held at arm's leneth by comparison. The tail was estimated at four (4) t imes 
that diameter in length. SOURCE' a first impression was that the object \<tas a 
crashing aircraft, but on second thought it did not really seem like an ai.r-
plane aname at all. Finally., Hr thought that it may have been a stray 
missile. He never saw it strike t he ground. 

Evaluation. Mr 
interview; 

impressions are listed here. 
beled a era 

He felt r ather 
every answer had to be coaxed from him, and he 

his statements; ho\<1ever1 only his own first 
His reluctance to answer a to stem from a 

He 
Ho\<rever; t here 

interviewer's mind that made the observation. The 
largest discrepancy noted wae SOURCE's poor ability (sell-admitted) to estimate 
measurements. SOURCE alao. 

• 
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VII • STA 'l'EMENT OF 

1. Personal Data. 

b. Approximate Age& 35 • 

c. Addressr Y~ located directly along the azimuth f~ 
taken from the IFC area of ttery 11B11

1 approximately two and one quarter (2t ) 
miles (line of sight) from the IFC area, end about three quarters (3/4) of a 
mile East of LAYTONSVDJ.E, t-:d. (391.2N/7708\'1), the crossing of lt.ar,yland State 
Routes 124 and 108, on Route 124. 

d, Professionr 

2, Statement, 

rmetr who made the observation from his f a rm at PI:. 
#4, Incl /11. In a short interview with to determine the area to be 
searched, SOURCE me.de the following statements. He was up early on the morning 
of 29 Sep 58 to ndlk his cows, At approximately 29/0925Z Sep 58 he observed 
a white lieht flashing through the sky from South to North. SOURCE st,,ted the 
light seemed to be coming from t~ (2) objects traveling close together, the 
first being about twice the size of the trailing object. He did not care to 
estimate the speed or to describe the size and shape of the ob~cta. fie fur ther 
stated that sparks were falling oft the two (2) objects but their light faded 
instantly, He did not know wqat the objects were or care to guess. He did not 
hear any noise nor did he see the object strike the ground. He lost sight of 
the objects behind some trees, and tor all he knew they were still goi~~. 
SOURCE was facing West at time of sighting, and the phenomenon took place in 
the sky West of him, 

- -
). Evaluation, SOURCE was somewhat uncooperative and did not care t"o 

diseuse the matter in detail. His general opinion of the phenomenon was that 
he couldn't care lese, The validity of SOURCE's statement, in re~ard to 
number of objects etc., is somewhat doubtful as SOURCE did not seem to have 
devoted his entire attention and interest to the phenomenon, 

VIII. RESULTS OF FIF:Ill INVESTIGATION. 

Intervie,.,s from personnel at the IFC area of Battery "B" were conducted in I 
the afternoon and evening of 29 Sep 58 by T/Sgt Gottschalk. The scouting for 
civilian source leads in the vicinity as well a• short interviews to narrow 
down the search area (viz farmer Fr.y) were conducted by Sgts Jelenic e~d 
Stephenson. Additional short interviews of personnel at the Battery area 
indicated that ell those who had observed the light on the ground had seen it 
in the came direction as the given azimuth fix, and that no one could add to or 
contradict the statements made in the previous two interviews. Lt. Platt, 'tTho 
had called in the reports, had not h1mself observed the aerial phenomenon, 
although he was able to take an azi.muth reading on the l ater observed ground 
lieht. His description of it l ·l2.s the same as all the others. Since no one 
at Battery "B" could add anything to t he statements already noted, it wa• 
decided to concentrate on civilian sources in the vicinity. An Al"UW helicopter 
had been offered to help 1n t he eearch and wae due to arrive eoon after start 
of normal duty hours. At 30/1015Z Sep 58 the guard on duty at the IFC area 
gate inforn~d set Gottschalk that the lieht, which he had observed the day 
before, was again visible. Sgts Gottschalk, Jelenic end Stephenson observe_d __ __ 

WAitNINO : Til le document ~ontain• Information allectltt~ the natlot-.1 de/enM ol 1111 United State• • lthin the mealt/n~ of the .. pion.,. z...,,, Title II, U. S . C., S.otione 7U and"'· lte tranuniaalon or tile te•eletion ol l te -ntenU /tt any manntt to an 
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the light from the same vantage point ae Sgt Farris and Pvt Scanlon for about 
twenty (20) minutes. Thia tiJ!le binoculars were used. The light was '>'thite, 
intense, and fluctuating. It was also along the plotted azimuth. It see~ed 
to come from a thin stand of trees. One step to the right or left would hide 
the light from view and another step would bring it back into view. From the 
main gate it could not be eeen. A little to the l eft (South) of the single 
light, one could ec.sily see the lights of the village of LAYTOI:SVILLE. Sorne­
what to the right (f\orth) were a few scattered individunl lights of prot-able 
f arm houses. The intense light along the azimuth waw the n~st conspicuous. 
All lights, however, had a fluctuating qunlity. As daylight saturated t he aroa , 
details of the land began to take shape. The group of trees through vthich t. he 
light was ohining, could be seen. A born took shape behind it with a strong 
light on the end . By J0/1040Z Sep 58 the light 's intensity had faded consider­
ably due to the rapidly increasing daylight. Sgts Gottschalk, Jelenic, end 
Stephenson travelled to the source of the light, a barn directly along t t e 
plotted azimuth (Refer to Pt #5). ?he barn was located almost three (3) tn.iles 
(line or eight) from the IFC area of 5attery 11B11 , about 300 yards Nortr, of t he 
crossing of !~ryland State Routes 124 and 108, on the East side of Route 108. 
At thio azimuth Route 108 ran along a slight rise, and the trees linine the 
road on the \'lest aide formed the limit of sight (horizon) from the I FC area of 
Dattery "B". Anything seen from the IFC area along that azimuth and disappear­
ing behind the top of those trees could not possibly be observed striking the 
ground. The group of treea between t he IFC area and the barn were about 400 
ynrds we at of the b8 m and very thin. 'fheir tope were lo\-Ter than those of the 
trees on the l·Test side of Route 108. On the North end of the barn there was a 
strone light with a white reflector, otill burning. By this time the liBht 1 s 
intensity had faded completely in the Dlmost tully developed daylight. ~te 
O\mer or the barn was interviewed. He stated that he had not eeen nny eerinl 
phenomenon on the morning before, but that at 29/0925Z Sep 58 he was ineide 
the barn, milking his cows. He had just turned the barnlights 1 includin6 the 
outside 200 watt floodlight, on P. few minutes earlier. Ile stated further t he t 
the outside floodlight, which could actually flood the surrounding fields 
for him to walk around on them easily during total darkness, had been burned 
out for a long time. Since up until now it had always been light enough outsid 
for him to see, he had not bothered to replace the bulb until just "a couple of 
days ago" (exact date could not be recalled) • 

TWo (2) additional sources were c narrow down the search 
this. One of them was l·r r a small airstrip, 

(3915N/7709W)1 (Pt. #6 ) two and one quarter (2t) miles t:rr,: of 
LAYTONSVIJJ.E four and one quarter (4t) miles SW of DAI':ASCtJS, ND. (3917N/ 
7712\'1). ted that he lived at the airport and that on the morning 
in question a at the specified time there waa no light aircraft activity at 
or near his airstrip. or this he was positive. He had not seen any aerial 
phenomena at the time. He stated thot the ground winds in the area at the 
time were negligible. 

·' 
• I • • 

During this conversation the arrival of the US Az,~ helicopter wa s noted. 
It was already sweeping the area along the plotted azi.r.ulth. The helicopter '>'rCl c 
signalled down and Sgt Jelenic was utilized ae an observer. The helicopter 
searched the area indicated by the approximate boundary, pt #7. All possibil­
ities spotted from the helicopter were checked out on the ground by Sgt 
Stephenson. The areas searched on foot are outlined by boundaries indicated 
by Fts #8. The search was cal led off after abqut five (5) hours. In the 
noon additional persons were contacted in the vicinity, but no one had made any 
observations. An employee on a large dairy farm (Pt #9) 1 1~ stated 
that for the st six 6 that he had been on farm, he had 
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eeen and heard an airplane every rooming between 0900Z and lOOOZ. It al ways 
!lew r ather high and !rom South to Nor t h, West of the !arm. He identifi ed it 
as a "typical passenger plane 11 

1 never anything unusual about it. He concl uded 
that on the morning of 29 Sep 58 this aircreft ceme over clocer to 0930Z t han 
0900Z. . 

IX. SUMHARY CONCLUSION OF FIElD DJVESTIGA 'roRS. 

1. The object in the elq and the light on the ground were not one and the 
same t hins. 

2. 
it !ell 

The object in the 
earthward. 

sky wae probably a large meteorite l<lhich br oke up a s 

3. The light on the ground was identified beyond a reasonable doubt a s an 
outside barn floodlight. MOvement of air currents between observation point 
and light caused t he fluctuating quality of the lat ter. 

4. Nothing unusual !ell to t he ground within t he indicc t ed sea r ch ar eas, 
to the best of the investigators' knowledge. Reports from SOUF.Cl!S ,.n. th l es s 
limited horizon than personnel at IFC area indicate t hat sky phenomenon kept 
traveling North, and did not strike the ground • 

5. Unexplained t Accompanying noise. 
noise from possible distant aircraft. b. 
unit in nearby mesehall. 

Possibilities& a. Co-inciuental 
Starting or stopping of refri6er~tion 

X. NARRATIVE OF OBSERVATION BY OOT PLEASANTS. 

1. Personal Data. 

a. Name 1 PLEASANTS, Dhd.n N. 

b. Rank 1 T/Sgt 

c. Serial Number& J.F 18263004 

d. Organizaticnr 1909 AACS, Andrews AFB, Washington 25, D.C. 

2. Narrative. 

At approximately 29/0925Z Sep 58 I wae on duty for the midnight shift 
in the control tower a t Andrews AFB (3848N/7651W). I looked up and to t he \·Jest 
and a few seconds later spotted a light, which appeared to be an object aflame , 
heading North from the South. The colors were orange-red, and t he particles 
that fell off appea red to be green. I spoke to t he airman who was on duty a s 
the weat her observer ~d asked him what it wae. ~he object was visible for 
approximately forty-five (1.,5) to sixty (60) seconds, and it was on a descent of 
approximately fif"teen (15) degrees, and about fifteen (15) miles away. I cc-.lled 
RAPCON (Radar Approa ch Control) to s ee if t hey had anything on the r adarscope, 
and the r eply was neg~tive. (No reason given) A couple or min~tes l a t er 
\·lashineton t ower called and requested any informati on t hat I could give t hem. 
(The same was given.) I s lso overheard an aircraft giving informction to 
Eolling 1'ower t hat he spott ed the same at an alti t ude of 3,000 ft, heading l,ort 
The object appeared to be a solid object for a f ew seconds and t hen st~rted 
breaking up a nd disappearing. The f alling particles were a greenish color, and 
the solid object wae orenee and red. In riG' own opinion it &.ppenred to be 
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sL~ilar to the exhaust of a j et 1 or missile being fired. 

3. The following additional 
questionnaire which was used by the 
SOURCE: 

informu tion is extr;,. ctcd verr.;.ti!l i'!'O.n :.. 
interviel'lcr1 i·i/Sgt i'r:t;;os1 in c!ue::; Liv.dJ.;:; 

• 

Date/Time of sightine: 29/0925Z Sep 58. 

Condition of sky: Eot\;reen da\'m and d< r !mes::J . 

Presence of ste.rs: A f ev:. 

Presence of I ~oon: Don 1 t re:.,em'Ler. 

Erightness: Object was brishter than sky backero~d. 

The object did not appear t o 
speed up Dnd rush r..way ett any t m.e. It 
could not see enoke. It did not chAnGe 

s t and still <:. t ;;.ny tii.:G1 i i: u.;u .1t.L 

did creak up in t.o ~ •. ;_11 }:h..rt~ . _ '· · 
brightness. 

• 

Shape: Round at first, spread out at t:·,e oc..d , s~:t.d.!.,).:. t r •.: t .:.: . .._ 

apart. 

Brightness 1 Gradut:·llY deere~ ~ sed um.il j i. •::r.l 11:. out. 

The object did not 100ve in front of or behind e:nyt.hing dur ir.[.. 
observation. 

Observation wae ~de through clear glass pane of con Lrol to•::er. 

Sound: None. 

Edges o! object& l~zy or fuzzy • 

Comparable size of object with known object: c;:uartor at ar·· ~ • ~ 1-::n.::; t h 
(Fairly certain). 

aircraft. 

estimated • 

SOURCE's activities at time o! observation& Reading and checki ng for 

Direction of object from point of observation: \·lest 

Direction of object when last observed: Northwest 

Angular direction tr.o~~r40 north at first appearance& 
.. ·- , 

270 decr ees 

Angular direction from true north at laet observation: 345 to )60 
degrees estimated. 

Angular direction from horizon at first appearance: Fort7-five (45) 
degrees estimated. 

Angular direction !rom horizon at last observation& Thirt)·-(30) 
degrees estimated. 

Weather conditions at time or sighting: Clear sky, alight breeze, 
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