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.1. DATI!' 

• PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

LOCATION 
• -

• . ' .. 
12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 

... . . ·-
• 

? 0 Probably Balloon 
l-.....;,...J.._...a.,;jj~~~.u;c_..._........._.>LJ.L..U..... __ +~~~~~~~~~-..Jo.LU.~~----·1 0 Possibly Bollooft 

3. OATE·TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

Local - :) • tiO A~i 0 Ground- Vi auol D Ground-Rod• 0 Was Aircraft 
D ProiHtWy Aircraft 

GMT 21/ 0 8 00Z 0 Ai .. Visual 0 Air•lftt•cept Rod• D Possibly Alrcroft 
IS:s.~·~5i"iif==========~f6:-i =-...:..:... ________ ...;... ___ I D Was Astroroo•icol 

0 v •• 
CI.No Civilian 

D Probobly Aatrono•ical 
D Possibly Aatrono•icol 

• • 

• 

7. LENGTH OF.OBSERYATION L NUMBER OF s Other 1 i~ht ref] ect ions 
D lnauffici•t D•• fer Ev•luoti.,. 

5 mins one 
BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 

Source~ bedroom was flooded with an 
intense light, she looked out the 
window. and saw an obj flat & circular 
slowly moving north w/an oscillating 
motion. Obj was emitting pinkish-gray 
smoke, had dull aluminum color. Obj 
rose instantaneously out of sight. 

ATJC FORM J29 (JtBV 26 SEP $2) 

- --- ·- - - --

• 

• 

• 

• 

D Unknown 
N to 

11. COMMENTS 

Investigation revealed two 
light source~, either or both 
of which could cause the 
'oscillation', plus ground 

sh fog & presenee of smoke in th 
area which reflect 
lights. " 
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She called to her husb:.tnd who also saw the object, but could 

not identity it. About five minutes later she looked for the 
object aF,ein, and found that it h~d shifted its position in 
a westerly direction. · She does not reme~ber seeing the moon 
even though she did look for it. · She descri~os the sky as clear. 
The red object did not see~ to be the source of the light 
which illuminated the room. · According to the witness , the 

• 

object was 2 inches wide at a distance of 14 inches • 
• 

By using similar triangles the size of the object sac:n 'ti 

Mrs. s claeulated at at out 22 feet in di arne t er. 
Her first estimate was 12 feet, but later s he said th at it 

. 
appeared aoout 1/3 the length of her front yard, which is 
65 feet, from house to street. · This wo ·.dd confirra the 22 

feet figure • . 

On the same morning, about 2 am, a Mrs. 

, Lorain, watched a "big red ball" moving outside 
her window, See fig. 6 

The object made a low pulsating sound which made the witness 
"sick to my stomach." She thought at fir at that the light 
was due to a train or poss ibly a truck. A railroad runs one 
block south of the house. The witness was lying in a bed, 

• 

wi·th her head e'Pout 15 feet from the window, whioh is two 
teet across, and she said that the object took up ttte a:1t1re 

width of the window. ~Then 1 t approached nearest to the window 
the witnes~ thought it was giving off heat. The sound connected 

• 

with the ol>ject incraqsed and. decreased as tho the o1:·j~ct 

advanced and receded. An examination of the trees outside the 
window disclosed nothin~ peculiar, even tho~gh the object must 

have passed through acme light. branchev. The witnoaa thinks 
AnA hoard a crashing ~und \/hen the object first appeared. 
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On the mornina of September 21, 1958, the moon oet at aP-
proximately la07 a.m. This explaing why I·1rs. could 
not see tho moon at 2a30 am., and makes more mysterious the 
detail about bri~ht illun nation. 
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Mrs. Williar-1 H. fit:gerald John Fit%gerald 
Fitxgorald 

Shollield Lake family examines mock·up 
of ··saucer:· 

·s . aucer Terrifies 
* From t ·irst r nJ;e I Clan~r~e E. Bambi~· aaid h~· \ 1c inity o~ ~he Fitr:••n:~ !';r :: 

" ·as not notified Clf t!2e ai~ht- t.art ~ . • tl1C' .. ,,. ~ ·••r." 

rount o( th~ i:-rid~nt ~ ' 's:&Uet'1'00 rtports {rom anyon~ ex~· '1Pd thc ~N'l. r.•! .' 
" it n his s•·•pnr.Jtllf' l''a. else. wh.!e~ 11.e ob;cct r·:~:'i d 

"Coth a : ... o M:d that t he A c~ck of ne:;;hbo: a l'f'- trose.r•d II:"J cot..l.1 r.ot !i 
"s~tucer·· ma1t: a " ·ll:r.ing noise. \'ealed thAt no o:;e el~ in tht: •n;.-th!:1;: t;r.t:s'.lal. 

• 
Tl:<"r.. as i: lt'fl. t"'t t! no!se took --------
o:: a mumro. w:~;n&r.J: ~ou~d. 

John d!!:-: .ons~r~tt .. t1 "ith Jt 

)1)\\ ' wh;:.tlt", inr:-t-e.:.i ng in 
P•tl'h to,ell~tr v. Hh a hum • 

~ot St('D b,y Othrrs 
4-ne " Si'U('f'r· • v. . : ~ dr:. cnbc-ci 

1\!t round l 1'0rr\ a top o:- Lo lto!':\ 
·• iew and ovai fr'~•m :t side \'iew 
-.ath a ro11 ::•tcd cap on top. il 
wa!\ about eight ft>ct in d iam­
f'tr.·. lht'y ~aid, and a bout three 
!et t h:;;h . 

~!rs. FtU~erahl said 1t hari • 
O!X'nin{:s O:l toth s:d~s in which 
;\he saw a sene·~ of sml'll tu~s 
"like ~mnll e .xh:oust pipea." 

Shc!ti~ld Lake P,lic:t Chief 

• 

• 

I 
• ra.tn Dulu l!tert PMt:» ' 

-------- · ·- ··---------~ 

• 

• 
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· 'Flying Saucers on Top of 
T err.i·fies Sl1effield Lake 

I • • 

[j, acula, 
Woman 

By AI.L!:s' D. A~fiBOLT rlo•~d window t!r·a pes. 'f h e Mrs. Fitt.r:~ratd, :.:8, aold her 
Lorain Couat y CorreAponcltnt n10vle "'a11 "Ptacula'a Daugtl· dauh"hl er, Chra~ty Lynn, 7, and 

Tr.t'Tlfied lind thakt' n by th~lr ter." her hu:.b~twl slept JH~:lt·c t'u lly u 
~Xpt'tien<'e, a :O: hrrtlrld Lal~,. Bllndtd at fi r ~t . she hid her lh~ watchf"u wha t Jht' de!!c&·iiJed 

• hou•ewlle and her 10-~·cllr·old head under the pillow until th~ ua. ''t.~e nto&t hon·lbte look~~ 
atcpson > t~ tl!rda:v relatrd " lil~ht s • IIJ~idNl. Thf'n !ihe Flood tlunJ; al~e hn~ •• , er 5l'l'n. lt 
weird ac-count of a 3 n.m vi!·it on her ~11. IO<'k••d through th(· was tcmf) lng, ahc aald. 
by a ''fl)•lng 1:\uc:er." wirtdll·\' and ''"tchcd th4' "aau· Jlft'r atcpson, John, a tourth 

Mrs. William H. }'iugt'rald. cer'' rUde over ht'r driveway. rrade atudent at Mj)(ord EJ~ 
934 E a • t Drive, said ahc It hO\'f'red a foot above a mttntary School tn Cleveland, 
watch~ the ~!>ject tor more nci(!hbor'a la\\n, 1 u d den 1 y wa5 ~pcndinr the weekend 
thAn fh·e mmut"~ . at c.losc r.lowed, and dischcn-ged 1 cloud vt stOn~ h.s father. He wu tn 
ran;:• afttr a bralhant li~ht of ''he-avy plnkl'\h • JU)'l):h • the nt' d bedroom, also at the 
rowed her from her bed. purpllah smol<e tro'm the sau- front of the house, and hap-

Teart fiUed h~r ~yfl . stl11 <"cr'a back and aides." she aald. penNI to be ~wake when the 
reddened from cryinz Ul\1 1J ''13Uccr" made iU tarly-mom• 
dawn !ollowlnR the experirnC't' . • , ~t th~11• "-''Cpt ~ n ' curve onto ln!! 11ppearance. 

h t 1.... r . II .•• r "· f lt 4!~crnlc1ll front )AWII, .. ~·. n·· .. '-ta llm .. ll L-droom wln· as 1 f o 11 C' unsu~cc~al u r '"' 11 ... ~ 
trrin1 to wake hr t· hu~:b.tnd, "" :; he •ald. r.nd rose to about clow was ahl)\'1 h is e)'t' le'·"·! 
unomployrd truck driver, to :.c,·en !ctt t\bov~ the ~round. he ~xr ls inl'd. he could not see 
help ht"t' throuch the nroeal. 1\ f tC' r It compl,.t~ti two 'hort t il~ ohjcct until he 1tepped on 

"1 had jus t gon~ to tx'<l otte-r drculllr manf'm ~"· ah~ lost,,. '"~~~ he<~ t t·cgiAter. Ey that 
the Jut movie 0 11 'IV." sht !lllld, lllr,ht ot It, 1tro! sRrd, when 1t I time, !le ulrJ, It waa emlttlna 
when · a . brillintrt white ~:ln rc sp.:!d lll'l i~ht up Into the ~Icy the cloud of amok~. l 
filled her bedroom throu;:h the over the top of her home. . u· ... ,,.,, 11f'• •• rar• t, ('"'•"'• •• '-· - - ... _ . 
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1 Ohio 

September 291 1958 

Rep. A. D. Baumhart 

Bouse ot Representative• 

Waahington, D.C. 
• • 

Dear Mr. Ba11'1Dllert: 
• 

You no doubt have rea4 the accounts ot my experience vi th a 

"1'lyina saucer on the morning ot Sept. 21. Articles appeared in 

the LoraiD Journal and Plain Dealer. I have sent a a 

sighting to the Ail' Force UFO Center in Dayton 1 Ohio. 

Will you please check vi th the Air Force to find out their 

conclusion 1n this case? 

U these obJect• are landing 1D populated •••••, 1 t vill not 

be lons before diaaater strikea. Thia is deiDitely a menace to 

people. So U thia vaa a government Jlliaaile, can you 

atop them trom be iDS tlovn in populated areaat It 1 t 0 4i4 not 

belong to our govermDent 1 thia tact ahoul4 be •de public 1 and proper 
0 

atepa ahould be taken to insure the public aatety. 
0 

I bave talked to people vbo have 1nveat1pted similar aightlnp. 

Tbeae people tell • that uauall7 no real iDTeatisation ia b7 

the Air Force, and when one 11 .-de the reaults are ric11culoua. 

I voulc1 not have written thiaoletter 1t I 414 not feel aincerel7 

that the matter 1DU8t be atu41e4 cloael7 b7 authorities. Dle obJect 

which came clown in my yard 
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CONGRESS OF 'i'BE UHI'l'ED STATES 
Bouae of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 

October 2, 1958 

Office of Congressional Liaieon 
Uaited Statea Air Force 
538, Old House otfice Building 
Vaeblngton, D.C. 

Attentiona Major Corbin 

Dear Sir: 

• • 

• 

Pleaee find enclosed a thermofax copy ot a letter I have 
recei vecl trom rq coneti tuent 1 Mre. 
ot Sheffield Lake 1 Ohio. 

I tC4'vard1ns tbia to you in accor4ance vitb the in­
etructiona you save • an4 trust you Y111 t1n4 tbia 
enclosure ae1t-explanator7. 

I would appreciate 70ur ac!v1ce 1 an4 u .lftl 

an4 consideration Yill be given to Mre. 
ao that I •7 properly a4ri.ee her. 

Allhbv 
bcloeure 

• 

Sincerely 70ura 1 

A. D. BamMart 1 Jr. 1 M.C • 

t attention 
en I •y 

• 

~~~-------------------.~------~---------------------------------~-----~~~----
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MEN.Sl ROL .G ~LIP NETI~R USE POR APPROVALS, Dl~llPPROVALS, 
"'~"'"URRBNCBS, OR SIMILAR ACTIONS 

• f ' NAMI Gil TITLI INITIAU CIRCULA11 

SA:? IS 
• 

ORUNWTION AND LOCATION IDA TIE COORDINATION 

2 

4 

SUBJECT: 

SAFLL: 

SUSPENSE: 

ACTION a 

INCLS: 

FROM ua1 o 

INCI.S 

CONGRESSIONAL INQUmY 
( ect d in yard of Mrs. 

Sheffield, Ohio) 

69)06 (C/M A. D. Bamnhart) 

FILl 

NICIEISARY 
X ACTION 

NOTI AND 
RITURN 

... Ill 

SIGNATURI 

ASAP - not later than 14 Oct 58 

Req memo w/proposed reply per HOI 10-20 
and indicate AO name & telephone number. 

ltr fr C/M to AF L&I. 2 Oct 58 
cy ltr fr Mrs. to C/M 29 Sept 

' I I 

~ } - I -. 
• • 

' . , . 
.I I 

' • • 
f ·~· • t 
• • 

: . DATI 

6 Oct 58 

DD F0a 95 RepiOC8S DA AGO Form 895, I Apr 48, and AfHQ 
I fll SO Form 12, 10 Nov 47, whlctl may be used. 

11-48417 •4 GPO t/ 
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n.a ArT 
I • 

Dear Mr· . Baumbvt: 

• 

I 
f 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

I refer to your 1nqu1ry conceming the interest ot • 

ot Shettiel4 Iake1 Ob1o1 

21 September 1958, 

an 'midentitied tlyina obJect she aav on 

Air Force inveat1ptors arrived in Sheffield, Ohio, on 3 October 1958, 

oontacwcl. Mrs also initiated other phases ot an investigation 

to possibly evaluate tbS a sighting. 

Investigation nveal.ed tha.t a railroad track ran near the home ot Mrs. 

'l'he night ot Hl's a sighting a train passed the hoUBe 

at approxiate~ the hour ot the reported sighting. The train bad a 

· rotating beadl1Sht which under some condi tiona would produce unusual effects • 

Contact vaa also made vith Chief !osun Mate William Schott ot the Lorain Coast 

• 

• 

OU8&'d Statton. Chief Schott re:ported tbat he vas using his spotlight 1n an attempt 
• 

to attract the attention ot another ship, ADd tbat the Ught vas directed toward 

ahore in t.be general direction ot Mrs. house. !1'he time and date ot 
• 

• 
• 

this incident co1nc1cle vi th those reported by Mn. Mrs ot 

t,onin, Obio, a vitneaa listed in Mrs. report 1 coul.dn' t recall 

aeyt.hina unusual on the night o't the reported a1sht1ng. Mr another 

vitaesa ot Lorain, Ohio, vas not ava1lab~ tor interview. The weather at the 

ot the incident vu a misty rain v1 th haze Md smoke. 

Concl\l.llOD ot Air Porce investigators vere that the canb1nat1on ot moving 

lishta, noise ot the train and prevailing weather account ~or the Uluaion 

experienced by Mrs. ':he Air 1'echn1cal Intelllsence Center, &tter 

evaluatins the evidence in this case, concurred with tbe conclusion ot the 



• 
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• • 
• 

I 
f 

• • • 
' ' . . 

• • 
' . 
• 

J'or y()Ull information, I am incloaillg the latest Department ot Det'ense 

tact ebeet on the subJect ot mddentU1ed tlyinS obJects, dated 6 October 1958, 

t'bia tact ebeet clearly outlines tbe Air Force position vtth respect to 

tanidentitied t1ying ob~ecta. 

Sincerely, 

• 
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Sheffield Lake, Ohio 

Oc~ober 29, 1958 

Public Information Officer 

Wright- Patterson AFB 
• 

Dayton, Ohio 

Dear Sir: 

• • 

-
• 

This is a request for the official conclusion on 

my UFO report. · 
. 

r.ry sighting took place on September 21, 1958, at 

my home in Sheffield Lake, Ohio. It "\tras investige.t ed 

on October 3 and 4 by Sgt. Hof and Sgt. Haistan, both 

of the Air Technical Intelligence Cente r • 

• 

I was ausured by the sergeants tha t the conc lusion 

would be available to me within thirty days. They also 

said that if the case is in the "known" category I will 

be furnished with the evidence which indicated that 
• 

conclusion. 

Please send the conclusion as soon as possible . 

Sincerel 

• 
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UFO SIGHTING 
SHEFFIElD LAKE, OHIO 

21. September 1958 

en the morning of 21 September 1958 at approxim,.'l.tely 0300 EDT, the 
witness was awakened by a very bright light which illwn.ina t ed her bed­
room. Looking out a bedroom window which faced her front yard, she 
saw flat, circular object with a dome-shaped top. The object was 
approximatezy six to eight feet from the ground, moving slowly in a 
northerly direction, parallel l'tith the length of the house, and descend­
ing with a fioating oscillating ¢otion. The object was reported to be 
approxi mp.tely ten feet from the window when first sighted. 1-Irs. X in­
sists the top of the object was clear to her in every detail, and that 
the e olor reminded her of dull a:Luminum. The dimensions of the object 
were estimated to be 20 feet in diameter and approximatelY sL~ feet 
thick. The object was reported to have made several tums around the 
yard and then rose instantly out of sight. Total elapsed time was 
estimated at five minutes. Mrs X•s stepson also viewed the object 
from the bathroom window which is located on the same side of the house 
as Mrs. x•s vantage point. 

In Suntnarr 1 the investigation revealed that a railroad track ran 
near the home of Mrs. X. Contact with Mr. statim master at 
Lorain, Ohio, revealed that a train passes tness 1s home at approxi-
mately the hour and date of the sighting. The train ha.d an oscillating 
headlight, and this light could have been seen by Mrs. X. Contact was 
also made with the Officer-In-charge of the Lorain Coast Guard Station. 
The chief reported that he was using his spotlight to attract. the atten­
tion of another ship, and that his light was directed toward shore iri the 
general direction of Mrs. X•s home. The time and date of this incident 
coincide with those reported by 1-irs. X. Mrs. Y of !Drain, Ohio, was con­
tacted but was unable to recall anything unusual on the night of the 
reported sighting. Mrs. z, another ldtness of !Drain, Ohio was not 
available for interview. 

The weather at the time of the sighti'ng was intennittent mist and 
rain ldth haze and smoke. Weather is always an important factor because 
ot .its direct effects, and the fact that it often allows for . indirect 
conclusions (i.e., stars, planets, etc., may be immediately ruled out 
when there was a thick overcast at the time of the sighting). -
Investigation further disclosed that Mrs. X received letters from 
other self-appointed UFO experts concerning her sighting. n1ese letters 
all inferre~ that Mrs. X ntay have been harmed in some way, and were toned 
tor encouragement to Mrs. X and a~l directed toward discrediting the 
u.s. Government and particular~ the Air Force. 

The Air Force conclusion in this case is that Mrs. X £~nd her step-son 
were victims of an illusion. This illusion resulted from the combination 
of lights from the train and possibly the Coast Guard boat, the roar from 
the train, and the prevail in~ weather conditions. It is not uncoDD!lon .for 
n~,..ANnQ .,a,rinl'1 +.h~ a~mP n,.. qimil.A,.. 1r.Clnt. !H7~ nnint. Q tn ~YnPl"iPn~P. t .hP. ~:lmA 

• 
~ 

• 
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l2 :Joveznher 1958 

• 

• • 

Dear Mra 

Your letter o-r 29 October 1958, addressed to Wright­
Patterson Air Force Base concerning an unidentified f'~ing object 
sigh tina on 21 September at Sheffield I•ke 1 Ohio 1 has been 
referred to this ottice tor reply • 

'l!be conclusion or /tJ.r Force investigators were that the can­
bination ot wvinS lights., the noise of a train and the preva.il:lng 
veat.her at the time accounted for the siShtiJ:lg experienced by you 
.that n1sht. 

• 

Sincerely, 

LAWRENCE J. TACKER 
l·ta.Jor 1 l.BAF 
~cutive Officer 

• 

Public Intormation D1vic1on 
Ottice ot Inf'or.Qation Servicea 

• 
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• 

Dear Hajor Tacker: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

Sheffield Lake, hio 
November 27, 1g59 

• • 

• 

• 
··" . 

• 

Would you kindly specify what moving lights caused 
me to eee an object 22 feet in diameter and 6 feet high 
hovering in my front yard ? 

Your reference to the prevailing weatner bas also 
con1'used me somewhat. l stated in the report form that 
it had stoppett raining some time before tne signt1ng. I 
woula aJ)precia.te it very mucn if you woulu explain tnese 
matters to me in a lit~le more tteta.il. 

Sincerely 

• 

• • 
• 

\ 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• 

\ ( l t { ' 
• • .. ' ..J 

• • • 

• 

• 
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/ Ji'JL r j • ,;... I"~ 
ASS IGNED BY 

DATE TYPE (! • - ~ ~- ..; , ,.,. l .,.o. 
J·~~~ · - /) L.-O, , 1_/ / 

SUBJECT 
., 

[I, • 

UFO Sighting, Mrs. (Sbettield lake, Ohio) 

ROUTING 

lnlti•l •1N• colu•n to de"ote review prior to •ctl on , Ini t hi •our• colu.,n to denot e review of completed 
•ctlon. (X for •ct ion: a/' for coordination,) 

IN OF'FI CE OUT IN OFF ICE OU T IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFI CE OU l Ito! OFFI CE OUT 
0 I N• I OIN•! • 0 IN• 3 OIN•• AFOIN 

OIM• IX 0 I N• 2X OIN•3X OIN··X Ar-o lt•· x 
AFOIN·X 

AFOIN• Xt 

AFOIN•X2 

AFOIN•X3 

AFOIN• X4 

AFOIN• X!5 

AFOIN•Z 

CABLES 
'l1 

• FILE 
. 

R 0 1 SPATCH 

TO: . . . .. DATE . . • . . . .. - • ;..o ... ..... .... . , . -· .. 
• SAFIS-3, £ttn' Maj. Tacker 1o neo 1958 \ . 

FROM: CO,..ENT NO. 

AFCIN-4E ~ 1 • 

Cow.IENTS (l'•• re.,erae , l I neceaaary) 4E4/MaJ. 828 R. :r. , .... d/ac/6-9216/Bldg 

1. It ia e~dent the only explanation that will aatiafy Mrs. or the 
ao-called private UFO investigators, is that she saw a apace ship. To th•se indivi-
dUAls·, including Mrs. abe saw a 'flying saucer•, and nothins we can say 
will Chall6e their way thiDkiDS• . 

2. Acoordill8 to the Lorain Coast Guard Station log, the weather throughout the 
e•rly mornins of 21 September 1958 • was al.ternately misting aDd raining • 

.3· .&J.thouen Mrs • claims a train did not pasa her house at any time 
just prior to, or after, her sighting, a check with the Lorain railway station was 
made. It was determdned a train did pass her house, going west, at about the time 
ot her sipt1Dg, haviq a beadligbt tbat made a figure eight oscillation • 

• 

4· AfiC retains its original stand on the conclusions in tbia case. Mt-a • 
• 

the vlotim ot an illusion. 
\I c;• l \ . , . .. \ ; . •• : • ''- vr ti'Jl VA LSI 00 w \ • • I ' • • • ~ 1 • 

CJassificntbn Cance!!cd 
,,,, . • ' . ' .. . 

~ EA i,S. 1> ~Cl.-~4( I F ! :,, : I ·. ! . : :. :. • .: • 
~--<.L. 

·- ,_ UUU iH~ ~ ... l:v.lu /:;. Au :~'d¥·~ ·~S ;:::' ,. .... 
~·"inola• 

. ..... -.... ....... -- ;(dr ~ -~ ~~ ~VT' I H. K. GIJ.BiiJ'{l' II . -., I • 1 • J .tl' 1\ td 'Z1 NoY 1:\8 Co lone 1. USAF "' 
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I 
f 

U "· 'CLA ("' .~ , ·-, -o J \' ~ ' ·4, ; t· ' 1.. 
' ' "-'" • I l. 

23 December 1958 

• 

• 

• 

Dear 

'.l'bia is to acknowledge your letter ot 2:7 November 1958 con­
cernins your 1m1 dentitied flying object sighting ot 21. September 

. 1958. 

• 

AccordiDg to the Iora:ln Coast Gu&l'd Station los, tbe veatber 
throuabout the morning ot 21 September 1958 was eJ. ternately mist­
ing and ra1n1ns. 

Also 1 a check vi tb the Lorain rall¥&7 station disclosed t 
a train passed your house 1 e;oing west, at the tine ot your 
sighting. This train had a headlight that made figure eight 
oscillations. It ia the opinion of the Air 'l'echnic-1 Intelligence 
Center investigators tbat tbie was the ):tgbt you observed. 

• 

Since%8~, 

LAWRENCE J. TACKER 
Major, 1.SAlP 
Executive Officer 
Publ.lc Dttormation Division 
O:tt1ce ot Dl.toru•t1on Service• 

• 

c1"ssifk:1tion CnnccHcd 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

~ Sheff ield Lake, Ohio 

November 10, 1958 

Public Infor~ tion Off icer 

Wright-Patterson A.F. Base 

Dayton, Ohio 

Dear Sir: 
• 

' 

• 

• • 

• 

On October 31 you recedved a certified letter from 

me requesting the official conclusion on my UFO sighting. 

To date I have not heard from you. I was promised tnis 

int·ormation, an~ if necessary I \oril.L co ~tact my congressman 
• 

about the matter. 
Sincerely 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • • 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• • 

. ' 

• • • 

• 

.. 

• 

. . . 
• 

• 

• OAio 

• • 

• 1958 
• 

• 

• • 

• • 

you tor your le,te~ ot 10 BOYember requeatlas 1ntormat1oA 
about your 010 •i&Atiq &Ad your preYioua letter of Jl October. 

Your orisiul letter etate4 tbat the 1nYestisat1oD •• conducted 
by two m«nbera ot the Air TechD1cal Int•lligence Cntera therefore, 
7our le~ter vaa forwarded to 'bat orgaa1zat1on tor direct rep)3 to 
you. .Ur TeohDical IntelligeAoe center 1e a teD•nt orpDizatlOA ot 
the baM and la DOt UDder operational control ot tAla ottioe. 

We baTe _A, your latest queey to tb.e Cater an4 you Will be 
beartJta troaa th• aooA. un4oubtedlJ • 

• 
• 

D!HaS E. MoCIDOON 
Captain, USA7 
IDforma,ion SerY1ceo Ottloer 

. -..... t ,-) • . -. • . 
' , c·. . , ' I ··:1· ' I • • ··" ' .. . •'"" . . • 

• J 

I . ' • 
' • • . 

' ' I I 'J 
. , I 

' I t I • • I ... • •• 

l 

• 

• 
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• 
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• 

• 

I , 
• 
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1. 

• 
• • 

U. $. ;AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET 

• 
This queationnalre haa been prepared ao that you can give the U. S. Air Force as much 

Information as poulble concerning the unidentified aerial phenomenon that you have observed. 
Pleoae try to anawtr aa many queatlona aa you poulbly can. The Information that you give will 
be used for research purposu, and will b. regarded as confidential material. Your name will not 
be Ultd In connection with any statementa, conclusions, or publication• without your permlulon. 
We request this p.raonal Information so that, If It Ia deemed neceuary, we may contact you for 
further details • 

• 

• 

When did you see the object? 2. Time of day: ·~ 
Hour Mlnutu 

r2.1. ~ ~tf?· i2.l : 1?6-f 
(!,ij]_ ; 

o~, i:ftth v •• , (Circle One}: P.M. 
• 

3. Time aone: 
(Circle One):Cj. Easterlt'J 

b. Central 
c. Mountain 
d. Pacific 

(Circle One}: t(""Qaylight Savini:> 
b. Standard 

•· Other -------

Stote or Country 

Adclltlonol remarks: 

5. Estimate how long you aaw the obiect. 
Hour a Minute a Seconcb 

5.1 Circle one of the following to Indicate how certain you are of your anawer to Question 5. 

o. Certoln 
<i!.~ Fa lr ly ·;;; ta 1jj) 

. ---·-·-
c. Not very sure 
d. Ju•t a gueu 

6. What woe the conditlcn of the eky? 

..1~ .. ,4 /ll - ?~~1.£ - J'ia.b 
(Cftcle One): a. Bright doy light 

• . ,. 
_A,4.e.-~~ ~0.- 6£. 

d. Just aJ(Oce day I ight 
b. Dull doyliijht •· No trace of day I i ght 
c. Bright twilight f, Don't remember 

1. IF you saw the object during DAYLIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, where was the SUN located as you looked at 
the obiect? 

-~--

:=====~=::::-<r-:--~--------~-~~-.1..-~·[· ( .. . ' . • • • ' I I ·~·---

I 
f 
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• 
• • 

• 

, 

• 
• 

I 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Poo•' 

8. IF you anw the ouject, at NIGHT, TWILIGHT, or DAWN, what clid you notice concerning the STARS and MOON? 

8.1 STARS (Circle One}: 8.2 MOON (Circle One): 
• 

a. None 

b. A few 

c. Many 
c{. Do.n't remomber=> 

• 

9. Was the obfect brighter tha.n the baclcground of the slcy? 

(Circle One): b. No 

o. 
b. 

<!· 
d. 

Bright moonlight 

Dull moonlight 

f!~ _moonlight- pitch doric ·; 
Don't remember 

c. Don't remember 

10. IF It was BRIGHTER THAN the sky background, was the brightness lllce that of an automobile headlight?: 

// · ~u.ti~;,./-. t{//;;z;;. (Circle One) o. A mfle or more away (a distant car)? 

~ : ·~ - ~11<.6 ~v Z/~ 

~~-JU • 

11. Did the object: 

a. Appear to stand still at any time? 

b. Several bloclca away? 

c. A block away? 

d. Several yards away? 

•· Other 

(Circle One lor each question) 
<3:-.-,-) No Don't Know 

b. Suddenly speed up and ruth away at any time? de•) No Don't Know 
Yea (liio") Don't Know c. Brealc up into porta or explode? 

d. Give off smoke? «<•) Don't Know 
•· Change brightness? Yea Don't Know 
f. Change shape? Yea Don't Know 

F ker · • , Don't Know 

12. Did object move behind something at me, particularly a c lcnticf1 

' 

( Cl~cle One): Yea ~ Don't Know. IF you anawered YES, then tell what 
It moved behind:-------·--~---------------------

~-----------·---·-----------,-- ------------------·-----·-----------------------------------------------~ 
13. Did the object move In front of aomethlng at anytime, particularly a cloud? 

(Circle One): Yea Don't Knctw. IF you answered YES, than tell what 
It moved lnhontof: ______________________________________ _ 

14. Old the object appear: (Circle One): ct:: Solid?) 
a 

~. Tranaparent? 

15. Did you observe the obfect through any of the following? 

a. Eyeglasses 
·~--~ 

Yes 
• v __ _ 

eN;) 
~ 

e. Blnoculara 
-~' · Tal•acorse ~--

Yea 
Yes --

• 

c. Don't Know. 



• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

, 

• •• • 
• 

• 

• 

I 
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16. Tell In a few worclt the following thlnga about the oblect • 
• . " . 

~-~U*.~-..1: ~lo_.,j~-........;c;~~" ""~"""""~-'Jo~~~ ..... ~~~~-':L;{_ , . •• Sound 
• 

.. Color _.~'i/-S<~;;__.~ ~-...&..UJ~;,._-f..J.~~~'-"~ZU.~~ '-',__...a..-...... ~~""'; __ _ 

• 17. Draw a picture that will ahow the ahape of the oblect or oblecta. Lobel and Inc lucie In your alcetch any cletalla 
of the oblect that you aaw auch aa wlnga, protrualona, etc., and eapeclolly exhauat t"alla or vapor trail a. Place 
an anew l»ealcle fto.e •awing to ahow the direction the oblect waa moving. 

I ' I ' 

<-

lL The eel .. • of the obJect werea 
tCircle One)t a. Fuaay or blurrecl 

It, Lllce a bright afar 
ccSharply outlined ::> 
d."Don't remember 

e. Other--------------

19, IF there waa MORE THAN ONE oblect, then how many were there? --------------• 
Draw a picture of how they were orran .. d, and put on arrow to ahow the direction that they were traveling. 

I 

I 
I 

• 

I 

I 



• 

I 

• 

. . 

20. 

• • 

• 

I , 

• • • 

• 

• 

' ·' -• 

-

...... 
Draw a plctuve 1fuat w111 show the motion that the olalect. or olafecta made. Place on •A• et the beginning 
of the path, a •a• at the end of the path, ond ahow any, chang•• In direction during the courae. 

• 

21. IF POSSIBLE, try to oue•• 01 estimate what the real 1lze of the oblect wa1 In Ita ·longeat dlmenafon. 
I wec.cL 7 :fo' feet. 

----------------------------------------------------------------~ 
2~ Ho,v Iorge did the. oblect 01 oblecta op.,.~, as compared with one of the following oblecta held In the· ltonJ 

ond at alaout ar~'• length? 

(Circle One}: a. Head of a pin 
b. Pea 
c. Dime 
d. Nlc .. t 
e. Qvorter 
f. 'Half dollar 

g. Sliver dollar 
h. Ba1eball 
I • Grapefruit 
I• Ba1lcetball 
lc. Other FL :/ Su·ez{Z8 - f o/v /Aic=-./1~5 

22.1 (Cir~l~ One of the following to Indicate how certain you are of yow answer to Queetlon 22. 

£.~~~tn'J c. Not very swe 
b. Fairly cert~ln d. Uncertain 

24. In or4er that you can give oa cloor a picture •• pa1tlltlo of what you 1ow, we woultl like f• you to hnatlne that you could 
con1tfu~t tho ol.joct that you aow. Of what typo motorial woultl you mako It? How lorto would It M, on41 what ahapo I 
waul4 It han? Doacrlt1o In your own worcl• a ~ommon oltloct or o•locte which when placocl up In tho eky woultl give tho 
111M appearance •• tho ebloct which you eow. 

I 

J~L() r·-4-~.-
~ dt.J • 

I 
• 

I 
I 
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'M ~-i~ 
~~ 

AFCIN-4 

AFCIN-4X2b 

AFCIN-4X5 

AFCIN-4A 

AF 

AFCIN-40 

AFCIN-4E · 

OTHF. 

• 

• 

I , 

leld J..ca.ku, Ohio 
• 

• 

I f 

• 

• 

• 

• 

AFCIN-4E4/Maj Friend/ac 
69216/Bldg 828 
Typed 10 Oct 58 

• -
• 

• 

Inclosed c. re your letters from Nr Mra. 

• 

which you loaned to the Air Force n'Yesti ea,,or 
fled tlfinL object a1£ht1ne or 21 Se~ember 1958 • 

• 

FILE Q.ASS'--­
OFFICIAL FILE COPY 

_O, fFICE OF RECORD 

13 OC11958 

Jfza. 
ot )'QUI' uni-

Your reportins ot the 1noi4ent, 1ntcrea' end the cooperation £1'YeD 
tho Air Foroe 1nvest1eatora 1a great~ appreciated. 

•• 

lnclsa 
1. Ltr Sf r\d 

I'll"S 
2. ttr 

• 

• 
• 

Sincerely, 
• 

H~ K. Ci LBf.H'l' 
Colonel, tnU" 
Deputy tor Soienoe 

an4 Component• 

• 
\ f • • .. . . . 

' ' . ' .. . 

-. '" r ., . 

" 

~Cl \3 ' ? J ~ .~ ,J 
• 

• 

-
PERM 

TEMP 
01\ f'\AV~ 

• 

l 
I 

I 

I 
j 

I 

I 

' I 

I 

I 
• 
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25.. Where were you lucated when you saw the object? 
(C.ircle One): 

a. Inside a buildin 
b. In a car 
c. Outdoors 
d. In an airplane 
e. At sea 
f. Other-------------

• 

• 

, • • 

• 

Page 5 

26. Were you (Circle One) 

a. ln ·the business section of a city? 
b. In the residential section of a city? 
c.·. In open countryside? 
d. Flying near an airfield? 
e. Flying over a city? 
f, Flying ov•r open country? 
g. Other " 

. 27. What were you doing at the time you saw the obfect, and how did you happen to notice It? 
I 

• 
• 

• 
;fk,_, i.LJ ,L.u.,? ul • 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------· 
· 28. IF y~u were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other vehicle at the time, then complete the following questions: 
• 

28.1 What direction were you moving? (Circle One) 

a. North c. East •• South g.· West 
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest 

• . . 

28.2 How fast were you moving? • miles pet hour. 

28.3 Old you stop qt any time while you were looking at the object? 

(Circle One) Yes No 

29. What direction were you looking when you first saw the object? (Circle One) 

c. East •· South g. We1t 
d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest 

30. What direction were you looking when you lost saw the object? (Circle One) 

a. North c.~ast) e. South I• Welt 
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwest 

31. If you are familiar with bearing terms (angular direction), try to estimate the number of degrees the obiect was 
from true North and also the number of degrees it wa1 upward from the horizon (elevation). 

31,1 When it first appeared: 

a. From true North -------- degrees. 
b. From horizon degrees. 

31.2 When it disappeared: 

a. From true North ----- degrees. 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• • • 

• 
• 

# 

Poge 6 

32. In the following sketch, Imagine that you are at the point shown. Place an • A • on the curved I ine to show how 
high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. · Place a 11 B• on the same curved line to 
show how high the object was above the horizon (skyline) when you lost &ow it • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

33. In the following larger sketch place an •A" at the position the obiect was when you llrst saw it, and a •e• at Its 
position when you lost saw It, Refer to smaller sketch aa an example of how to complete the larger sketch • 

• 

I 



• • 

• 

• 

I , 

• 

34. What were the weather conditions at the time you saw the obiect? 

34.1 CLOUDS (Circle One) 

a. Clear sky 
b. Hazy 
c. Scattered clouds 
cf. l)idMJl~a~y clouds 
e(pon.:t remembef"') 

34.3 WEATHER (Circle One} 

·a. Dry 
l!r "".f:l, mist, or light rain") 
c. MO erate or heavy raIn 
d. Snow 
e. Don't remember 

34.2 WINO (Circle One) 
.. ,. . .. 

a. <..No wind ) 
b. ·Slight breeze 
c. Strong w incf 
d. Don't remember 

34.4 TEMPERATURE (Cirele One) 

d. Hot 
e. Don't remember 

. 35. When did you report to some official that you had seen the obiect? 

· :l/ ~ e ~ 7 . L9r:!>-t! 
Day ~;nth Year 

Page 7 

~------------------------------------------------------------------------------·--------~ 
.36. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object? 

(Circ:le One) Yes 

36.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the obiect too? 
• 

(Circle One) Yes No 

36.2· Please list their names and addresses: 

37. Was this the first time that you had seen an object or obiects like this? 

(Circle One) @ No 
• • 

37.1 IF you answered NO, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you sH other ones? 

• 

38. In your opinion what do you think the object was and what might have caused It? 

.J <de. t~~ L~-~ 
.~-~· ~tt..~, ~ ~ _ , . .I 
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• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

Page 8 
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• 

39. ~o you think you can estimate the speeJ of the obje~t? t!-~ ~t.l -11. t..- 1~·*'-' A../ ..-t.~ --~J 

(Circle One) Yea~ @ £h.i..rv It~:_ .. ~ ~ AfJL#jlt-'1 
,? JWL~.,e.u.., ~ v--a12L -r V 

IF you answered YES, then what speed would you eatlmate? / m.p.h. 

40. Qo you think you can estimate how far away from you the obiect was? 

(Circ:le One) (jes) No 

IF you answered YES, then how far away would you aay It was? lf2 - /2, feet. 

41. Plea1e give the following Information about youraelf: 

NAME 

ADDRESS ~ 
Zone State 

• 

TELEPHONE NUMBE 

Please Indicate any special educational training that you have had. 

o. Grade school 

b • High school 
• 

c. College 

d. Post graduate 

42. Date you completed thl1 questionnaire: 

• 

e. •· Technfcalachool ___________ _ 

(Type)----------­

f. Other apeclal training----------

• 
Yeor 

• 
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• 

• • 

• 
• 
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• 

• 
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In order that your Information may be flied and coded as accurately as possible, please use 
the following space to write out a short description of the event that you observed. You moy re· 
peat Information that you have already given In the questionnaire, and add ont further comments, 
statements, or sketches that you believe are Important. Try to present the details of the observa· 
tlon In the C?rder in which they occurred. Additiona I pages of the some 1 ize paper may be attached 
If they are n"ded • 

I 
.. 

~ (Do Not Write in This Space} 

CODE: 

~~ ; _j dt.L .udt.,tl ..v""" ·~ ?i-uM.£~d ~L/{~~ 

'A!u<--w/.1 ;[...«- .;;t::t..e_ . ~ .ft..<.. .{+ .Jt ... t.~kL! 
..,u-~u.; .L p_.u;c- t(.M..~ ~ tt..fi. .t~L _-Jn~~:~ 

~l4--1.Zt_.; ti-C~ ~ 1 ...,J. 
/L ,__./... . ·~ . .:fJ If) ;b-'- z-. _L.-~ dt. ,_ -1 ,.u :;;;..; a.. •• ~ ~ ,;z-

F" '/ ~· • ~ · -i./d ~u_ tL d , d~aA..t~./)_ 
.A,~ .-FL£:;. _,u- ' 

~u ~~:L'?: _(~ ~t.. A~ .6 
c, 1L ti./<-+-e<.LJ zLL ../.4..-<-.r.-....U • ~t:..,__ Al;j~c.J.. 
Z/u_ ~~ ftVr.,.-z;u_L L-~ ~p .....4L-·L•L~t...f. L ~ ~ ~.-z-di~' 

L~v-.U LLJ '-IL~d ~-0 z;iu. dLt,~_; 
~.~L 

L/'}·1.--~., 2~ A.,. :t;z 
• 

.A, 1 z....~ · , V · ...,_.. 
tl.,ut. v ,;~lt:l.-- ~c.U-W 

>JJL ~<~~ 
Au...<.~e) tL . ~.-(...,L/ .,L£-L~ -~' '-<.~I 
~ ~ A_,u£.,~ --~, 1A. I! A.A-....-~ ,, 

&.--~~c. .~u 

.,a.. JZ,.t-;-ft u rJL ~4t.I, 
• 

--~-~~ I • • • • 

1 .A2-F nu..J 
/ I ~ • 

• • 
.1 . . / · -

• 

• 

I 
I 
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.. 
5 1anuary 1959 

• 

, Masa. 

Dear Dr. 

You and yoar tamily have Zit' hopes tf# a happy end suooesstul 
New Year. 

In oor earlier telephone conversation I promised to send you a 
weekly summary ot our aoti vi ties , but otter turther thougb t I teel a bd'­
moGthl)t swmnary would be sufficient, supplemented by telephone calls, 
'l\'IX1 a and letters on cases requirina immediate attention. It you baYe 
any objections or suegestiooa to this procedure let me knov at your 
earlies- convenience. 

It baa been some ti.!ne since you. ba'Ye been brought up to date, 
theretore, I sball attempt to ze the outstanding oases ot the last 
three months ot 1958. I will not so in-co tieurea tor the period as the.v 
my be obtained trau the inclosed ohert ooYerina the last six mouths ot 
1958. 

• 

O§q~. 21 S~R,~ber.l958 1 ,Sheftiel~,Jake, Ohio 

A housewife vas avakened by en intense brigilt lieht ill her bed· 
room. She rose to a standine poei t ion on the bed and trom her vimdov 
viewed an object which she described as round (sauoer•like) approx1matelr 
twenty teet in diameter and six teet high. The glowing object made several 
oscillations in her front yard approximately six feet from the vound, and 
then disappeared straiGht up mov1~ at a Yeey high rate or speed. 'l'he 
witness stated that the sound associated with the obJect vas a muttled 
bunniJls and whirr iDs. 

The Air Foroe investigators on the oase 4iscOYered two li£P,t sources 
vhich were in the Yioinity ot the witness' h~se duriQ& the time ot the 
reported sitahti~. The search light ot a coast guard sbip was thrown on 
the ooaat in the Yicini ty or the wi tnesa' hou.se and a train vi tb an os­
cillating head end tail lie.llt passed the house at the same h~. The 
weather at the time ot the sightine vas alternately ~at and rain with 
smoke aDd haze. As a result ot th.ese and the additional tao t tbat the 
witness watched a horror show (Dracula's Dau,shter) betore retir1D&. and 
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• 
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• 



• 

' • • 
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• 

• • 

• 

vaa J)robably emotional!)' •u.lnerable • led the A'l'IC to concl\lde that the 
vltDOes was a viet~ ot an illusion. 

Object described aa a brieht ball or tire vitb a tail and moving at 
a •e~ hisb rate ot speed. Two ot the eight witnesses claimed the object 
vas at an extremely low altitude (200•300 teet) and one witness, an ott 
duty CAP pilot, heard a roarint noise from tbe object. The weather at 
the time ot this sif)ltina was ol.ear. The ATIC ooDOluded tn1s object vas 
a meteor. 

Object desorib&d aa round aDd flamsne or bUl'Ding veey br1£ht, vith a 
taint poasibili t,y ot a tall and a roarins or t lutterina sound. The object 
waa reported to be DX>•1ng at a Yeey hish rate of speed. This object was 
witnessecl by twelve li60ple end was reported to baTe struck the ground or 
landed in both the Wasnlngton, D. c. area and the P1ttaburp area • 

• 

The ATIC oonoluded t.hia objeo' va• a meteor. 

Tw.o ci Tlliana were tekiug a ride near tbe c!aa wbeu • troa a dlatance 
eattmsted by tho '-i.tnesses to bo approxi~tEJly 250 yards, but which 1n­
•estir;ation ~ovad to be approximtely one mile, they a&v an object 
hoTeriDB approximately 1~ t~et over the super structure ot the bridge. 
The witnensea estimated the size of the object aa approximately 100 teet 
end a dull gra;r in color. The w1 tneeaea reported thAt as they sot closer 
lt see~ the elootricol syste~ ot the~ w~s attected, the l~hts went 
out and the motor wen~ dead. Both wi tnessea sot out ot the car and were 
areeted by a bricht flash ot l1£ht aooanpan1od by a thunder clap from ~· 
1ic1nity ot the object. then it began to riae Tertioally and in tive or 
ten seconds lt had corr.plotely disappeared. The w1 tnessea were then able 
'o l)e' their car started, DOke their va,y to a phone and report the aiE;htlng 
to t~ Ground Ob~enera Corps and tue Towson Police Dep:artment. Both men 
then proceedecl to st. J'oaepba Hospital 1D Baltimore tor a pb¥a1cal examtu­
tlon which had meast1Te results. 

The ATIC 1a present]¥ chasing down the poaai blli ty ot aD eaoape4 
oapti'Ye balloon, however, this vollld leaTe elements ot the caae unsolTed. 
'l'bla oaae lack• aui'fioient n1dence tor an accurate eo1ent1tio analya1•· 

• 
ObJect 1bed aa a brie;ht burDin& ball tall1D£ troa the aq. 

W~ther oloar vitb JS milea T1a1b1li~. The J:riC oonolude4 th18 vas a •••or. 
,. 

SSDoere)¥, 

1 IDola Robert 1. IT lead 
C)' ot StatlatiftA •• • • • 
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• UNCLASSIFIEO 
• 

• 

SAFIS-3, Attn: Maj. L. 1. Tacker 17 December 1958 

AFCIN-4E 1 
AFCIN-4E4~~j. Friend/ac/69216/Bldg 828 

1. Reference the questions outlined in Mr. letter of' 7 December 1958, 
to M/Gen. Fisher. T'ne ATIC will not recommend any disciplinary action be taken against 
the investigators. The ATIC feels that the investigation was adequate and intends no 
further investigation of' this case. A staff study of the UFO Program is presently 

being prepared for presentation to the Commander or ATIC, this study does propose 
so~ tmprovement in the Air Force's UF~ investisative capability, but was in no sense 
prompted by .this case. 

• 

• 
2. Reference the charges of criminal mdshandling in Mr s letter and in 

• Report,• dated 21 September 1958, published by the UFO Research 
Co1nmittee of Akron, Ohio. T/Sgt L. A. Haisten and T/Sgt V. J. Hof are both trained 
investigators, Haisten having experience since 1948 and Hof' since 1951. The follouing 
paragraph dealing with the specific charges will substantiate the competence of' the 
investigators • 

.3· Omissions, errors and/or contradictions in •The 
21 September 1958, and published by the UFO Research Cougoi ttee of 
toilows. Referenced page numbers are from the report. 

Report , • dated 
Akron, Ohio are as 

a. (Page 1) No mention of' the horror movie (Dracula's Daughter) which the 
witness was viewing just before the sighting. It is the opinion of the ATIC that this 
was a contributing factor to the emotional vulnerability of Mrs •• 

b. (Page 1) 
made of heayx cloth • 

W'itness mentions tor the first time that window curtains were 

. 

c. (Page .3) 
thirty (30) days would 
they mede no statement 
able to her, 

The investigators did inform Mrs. that approximately 
be required for the Air Force to get an answer to her. However. 
concerning the extent of the material lh icb. would be made avail-

d. (Page 3) T/Sgt Haisten questioned Mrs. 
to two and one-half hours. During approximately halt or that 

Durant, of' the UFO Research Committee were not present. 
many more questions than those listed were asked ot Mrs. 

or approximately two 
time T/Sgt Hot end Vu-. 

ten points out that 

e. (Fage 3) The Air Force investigators did not make a house to house check 
in the neighborhood. It baa already been pointed out that these men have considerable 
experience. and in their opinion the evidence already collected precluded the necessity 
ot continuing investigation at additional expense. 

t. (Pages 3 & 4) It is assumed that fl.tr 
who was contacted by the Air Force investigators and 

s the Mrs 
indicated that 

ot Lorain 
nothine unusual 

·~~~ft~·A~ ·~ +h~ 

• 
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• UNClASSIFIED 
• 

. 
no .one was home at t 

bouse. 
g. (Page 4) The invest iga "-:",_,._ ;,;~~!!+ 

Contact would certainly have been made with M.rs. had this been possible. 

h. (Page 6) The tact that this object was seen by another person from approxi­
mately the same vantage point does not rule out the illusion. The same illusion can be 
experienced by more than one individual if the conditions are right. Mirages • and the 
tact that there are so many successful magicians. is proof enough of this claim. 

i. (Page 6) In obtaining a descript the item Mr. admitted to 
the .Air Force investigators that he showed Mrs a drawing tram Blue Book 
tor comparison. Small ~nder that there is similarity between her description and the 

• 

item in Blue Book. 

j. .The train time indicated her.e is not specified as EST or EI11'. The Air 
Force investigators. however, recorded a train west bound at 2:5.4 EDT, the approximate 
time of the sigbti Wl le the station master's log indicates that the eastbound train, 
mentioned in the eport. passed at 2:52 EST (3:52 EDI') or 52 minutes after 
the sighting. 

k. (Page 8) The investigators ~~ 
can be seen trom the window of Mrs. 
not be blocked by houses o.r trees. 

out that approximately 100 feet of track 
bedroom and that the train light would 

1. 1. (Page 8) The primary job of Haisten and Hof is investigation: they IIBY or 
may not offer a conclusion as a result of their findings. The responsibility for the 
analysis of all UFO cases lies with the ATIC. In no instance should investigators 
hazard a conclusion for official publication as Air Force representatives. 

m. (Page 8) The Air Force conclusion stated that it was 
lights which was responsible tor the illusion experienced by Mrs 
Force investigators were informed that the light on Chief Schott's 

4•· The following statements align themselves with the 
comai tted by T/Sgt Haisten and T/Sgt Hof. Page 9 of • 

charges of 
ort.• 

a. The investigators indicate that the light can be se.en from Mrs. 
window. 

blunders 

b. There was no claim that the light was reflected from clouds but was possibly 
shown directly on the home of Mrs. Sgt Hot no cauni tment 
concerning the impossibility of the l t shining on house. 

, 
c. The impress.ion of the investigators is that the 

ship is of tne spo~ight variety. A light source would 
light on Chief Schott's 

nearly as noticeable 
in the lighted town as at the unlighted area ot • 

d. Mrs. 
however, she ettribut 
her home. It is siNft4 

to the west ot 
n~·- ~~·~~ft ~,n_+ 

did admit seeill8 a red glow on the n.ight of the sighting: 
to reflections from the Ohio Edison Plant to the WNW of 

note that Mrs. home is a mtely 3 miles 
placing Mrs. en lolrs • the 
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e. No one was home to be con acted at .bouse. 

t. The report plays with words here. Mist is visible water vapor or rain 
of very smell droplets. The weather was obtained from the log of Cnief Scnott. The 
Ohio Edison Plant is northwest of Mrs. house aDd also a source of smoke, 
there was no specific claim that the smoke came om the U. S. Steel Company plant. 

S• (1) The Air Force investigators did not feel a house to house check was 
necessar,y in view of evidence already obtained and expense involved. 

(2) Mrs. bad already constructed a model made of paper plates 
end a bowl which was shown to the sergeants alol)8 with a verbal de script ion. 

(.3) 
object trom Mrs. 
T/Sgt Hot. 

T/Sgt Haisten obtained information concern.~.l.lj( 
This was durins the period Mr 

the motion of the 
s absent with 

(4) The sergeants did take notes during the investigation and interview. 
However, it should be noted that the trained interrogator is taught not to take, or to 
take a minimum ot notes. Witnesses are more prone to tree talk it they feel there is 
no record requiring exact recoun~ .. on their part in the future. 

/ J 
(5) The ATIC feels that it should once again be pointed out that the 

apparent purpose of the UFO Research Committee, like most private organizations, is 
to ·discredit the u. s. 'Dovernment and particularly the United States Air Force • 

• 
(6) The UFO Research Committee is claimed to be a scientific organization • 

However, there are no indications of a high level of education within the organization. 

(7) The ATIC stands firmly behind the investigators in this case. True 
there were some additional phases of investigation which they could have carried out, 
i.e., house to house Check, but this would have resulted in additional expense to the 

Air Farce when in the judgment of these experienced men the collected evidence was 
• 

auff1 cient. 

• 

1 Incl: 
Ltr dtd 7 Dec 58 • 
w/report of 
UFO sightine 

•• 

• • • • 

• 

H. K. GILB:Em 
Colonel, WAF 
AFCIN-4E4 
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OR I GIN OF' 8AS IC 
' • 

DATE 

SUBJECT 

• 
' 

• 

• 

CO\ 

I 

UFO Sighting, 

I 

• 

·JH I SUSPENSE 

DATE 

ASSIGNED BY 

-
TYPE NO. 

(Sheffield, Ohio) 

ROUTING 

Initial "II\'" eoluan to denote review prJor to action, Initial "OVT" colu .. n to denote revie" of completed 
action, (1( lor •ction ; V" for coordin•tion,) 

IN OFFICE ou-r 1 N OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE 
0 IN• I OIN•2 0 IN• 3 

OI,.•IX OIN•2X OIN•3lC 

SAJ'Is-3 Attns Major Tacker 
FROM: 

AFOIN-4E4 

OUT IN OFFICE 

DATE 

OUT IN OFFICE OUT 
AFOIN 

AI'OIN•X 

AFOIN•X 

AFOIN•XI 

AFOIH•X2 

AFOIN•X3 

AFOIN•XC 

AFOIN•X5 

AFOIN•Z 

CABLES 

F llE 
·~r-------~~~ 
R DISPATCH 

10 Oct l 
CO ..... ENT NO. 

1 

4E4/Maj Fr Dd/ac/69216/Bldi£ 828 

1. 
from Mr: 
sighting on 
inveatigated. 

the Air Technical Intelligence Center received a letter 
Sheffield. Ohio, containing a report of her UFO 

1958, and action was initiated on this date to have the case 

2. Mrs. stated in her report that on the morning of 21 September 
1958, sh~ was a very bright light which illuminated her bedroom at approx-
imately 0300 EDT. Looking out or a bedroom window which faced her front yard, she 
saw: an object which was flat and circular with a dome shaped top. Object was approx­
imatelY 6 - 8 teet from the ground, moving slowly in a northerly direction; parallel 
with the length of the house, and descending with a floating oscillating motion. 
Object vas reported to be approximately lO teet trom the window when first sicPted. 
Witness insists the top ot tbe object was clear to her in every detail, and that the 
color reminded her of dull aluminum. The dimensions of the object were estimated to 
be 20 teet in diameter and approximately 6 feet thick. Witness reporta that the it~ 
made several turns around the yard end then rose instantly out ot sisht. Total 
elapsed time waa estimted as five minutes. 

3· Air Force investisators arrived in Sheffield, Ohio on 3 October 1958, con-
tacted Mrs also initiated other of investigation. Ivtrs. 

at all interviews was advised by Mr. 
----=== 

a member of a 
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UFO Si&bt1De1 Sbettield take, Obio 

• 

• 

C1assificatton· Cancelled 

SJJi'IS•3 1 A'rl'Ua l-taJ • L. 1. Tacker 

• 

( 
Au 
Bv . 
D" I 
/} 

4 &·41 19.59 

~~~--1 _, ~ 1 

~ • Fri!od/ac/69J.lo/Blds 263 

1. OD 1 Octo tho Air Technical htellifcmoe. Center reoe1Ye4 a lotter 
tram v~a Shettlflc.\ Jake, Ohio, oontai.ning a re}'Jort ot her 
a1f}lt1ng at an un:ldent1t1ed fl,yine objlct on 21 nepteabor 12j8. J\ction vao 1nitintt:~l 
~ tb.e .A'riC on th1a date to ~ct'Ye tnia 81£bt1~ Iiivcatit!•teu by tbo lOo6th Al..S:3e 

• 

~ 2. The goneral content ot Hra ~ a report 1• that on the morn1ne or 
~ 21 So'Pter~r 17.58• ahe was awakened bj· o ver)' brit~llt 11~ht which illwllinatcd her 
'..u bf>'lroom at appro~i."Wlte)¥ o.:;co l:.llf. Lookin£ o1.1t ot a bedroom window which i'acc.J hl' r 
~ front yard, ab.e sow an oLjcot wh.lcb. w•la flat and oiroular ':ltb a demo ebaped top. 

The object. wa:. aprroxSmot.el,y t~ix ~ eit.llt :teet rro:n the eroun" • mv1Df, alotll.y in a 
~ northerly direction; parallel ~ith the length ot the house, and deocendlog with n 
~ tlontlnt: oacill.L.l tin! .. r.o~ion. 'rbe object was to be approxim.::.t.ely ten i'o~t 
' fro;tL tho WilldUV WhC;Il f1r3~ Bi~;hted. 1·~8 inSiSt& tne top 01' the Oaj(:Ct 
~ vaa clea.r to ber in o'Y~l'f <lt• tail, and that tho color reminded her of dull olur.~in::l:l e 
~ 'l'he d1U)3nsiona o1• tbe O(,jl!at w~re eat1nutOI.i to be 20 teet in diameter tind opr roxi• 
't' mat ely o1x teet t~1cJ.... ; . 'll.c 1 tan was X'Ol'orted to h.aYe made aoYeral turns orouw 
'\ the )'aN and th()n rose 1n.Jtnutly Ollt C1i.' al4;.ht. Tot,al olopJed time vas e3t1.Lated as 

t1Ye · minuh•• 

•-t. 'l'hA At ... Fcn-ae iuv{:~~ti~ntore nrr1Tod ln :Jhottield Inkc, Ohio on J October 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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4• 'I'h.e eener.~l }:rf)Otldure used in t!le 1n•e•t1gat1oD ot thta caso 

was to 1nterv' ew i·iru. ot.b.er vitnesaoa, botn f'or int'or• 
motion or the a i£htJ.ne and for evalu.a tint:: the aourceo J v1s1 t t h.o r:;c~ne 
or the oie.llting, obsene tllfl pb.y;;&ical l~tyou.t, searoh t"or possible oon­
d1t1ona which could be reaponaible tor the a1~nt1ne, and to scan the 
seneml arGa tor poos1 ble more remote oausea for tue o1£,ht1ne. 

\ 

.5• In aw11ary, the 1nvest1cflt1on r.Yealed tba• a railroAd track 
ran near tbe bar~ or Nrs. Ccmtaot; vi th 1~1r. 

nn nastf:r a~ Lorain, Ohio, revealeu that a train panae:l 
h~ nt a1;prox1D~tel.y tlle hour and date of l".irs. 

a~ht1DB• 'l'bts ~rain bad an oao1llat1na headlit!,ht and th1a 11th\ co .... \& 

bave been seen by i·ir3e • Contact wao elao uade w1 th Chiet' 
Doean l·)ato WJS.llium J uhott, Ofticer-ln•Char~e ot the Lorain Coaat Ctlford 
S'ation. The otaici' reported tnat he was uain& his opotlith~ ~o attract 
the attention or another st1ip a.."ld that h1 W'UJ dirooteu toward 
aboro in tlle e "nerul dirootion of tn hou.oe. 'l'h.e ti.TA and 
4a.to of tJlia intJi·.i t:.ut coincide with thooe reported by Ers • 
Mrs · )...;);o~it~, Ohio woe oontacte~. b~t waa Wlflble to recall 
•~thine unusual on t~~ nit,ht o! \be reported oie,n t.inr.. t·~a. 
aootbor witnesa o! wrain1 Ohio 1 vaa not available tor 1nterr1ev. 

6. Tbe "eather a' 1M'le t1w.t ot the eithtios vas iutermi ttent mifl' 
and rain with ha'Zf! and nmoke. Weather 1e al~aya an important factor 
beoause ot its uirect ettecta and the toot 'hat it otten allows for 
indi1~ct oonolusious (i.e . stara, plonots, cto. m8l bo ~iate!y 
zouled out wboll thw:·o vaa a \nick OYeroaat at the time ot the s1t,htint,) • 

7. the Air Fozooe 1nYest1r:.atora as beine 
nervoua, emotioual, 1mpr~:la1onable. At t1mcs during the lnt.erYiev 
~· wit.neaa waa un thu brink or tears, ancl t:.aTe other 1ndicat1ona of a 
hi~!¥ emot1or~l a~ate. r-:-io~· to re~tirinc: tile witness bad watched a 
horror movie on tulttviaion (Lracula '• Ua\1f)hter) vhloh probablf contr1-
kted to lwr emotiont:il etate. 

• 
0. Innot1t,.a t1on turther diaoloaed th3t Hrs. received 

let,era from ot~~r at:lf•aprolnted lJi:' J eXpOrts oonoernillfl her o11:h t ill6• 
'lbese l.ettara all intt~rred tra:.t l·lra. r:ay b.~Ye been harmed 
in ao:ae 1rfa_r • and wertt toned f or enoo\U'ac~eat to l';rs a.nd 
ul direote~ t.o\:'ard d1acre.l1 tiOB the u. s. COYernmen' an~ p1rticular~ 
'he Air Foroe. (Inola. J, 4 ~ 5) 

• 

9. t-lra od!.l! tte<l that the let tor and report which 
• • 

llhe sent to the .\ir ···cchn:!.c.'l l l •1tellic;enoe Center watt preJlElrttd b;y ··lr. 
'l' lle o p!I'.ion ot t ile invcetlt~atora, Dnd ahare.J b)' t ho 

AT !C, is t9t t~.1 o in&i.Y14u.,l~ had . cona1dorllbla iotlucmce apon tbe repor·t 
and aubsoq~nt. coti~ ot .1tne I w1 tneos. 

10. The 1nV,I.=it1sntora, T/:Je.t, L. A. !laisten aDd T/ 3t;t V. 1. ~.:ot • 
--- ..... ,.HnnAtl •. t. ~ . ... ~ t.'~1t·~· ut.tcroon 1~1r Itorce f...aae, OLd 1t VSG Conveui~ut 

• • • 

• 
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oase. J:~teoti•ely tlle SE.U.'t,;.e<.t .:tt.a hrul nottdne to add only to aubntaD• 
'iato the in.t'ortnRtion \h ich. is oontained in thei::- report oiJd to den_v 
tho claims at.ain~t thflm in •Tho Hel")l.~. • which was l lUb• 
lished by tho IJl~ I,esearoll \ioaai ttee of Akron, Onio.(Incl. 6) 

u. 'l'b.e tollowillf: aro omiasions, errors and/or contradiotiona 
ill l"lttpori.• dated 21 ~eptember 19.58. Tieterenoed 
P&se numbex•a ru:v from the r"porl• 

a. ( r~~.e 1) :-;o mention ot the horror movie (Dracula's 
DeUf)lter) whiCh the witness wea viewing just betoro tb.o a1,r~ht11l6• It 
ie the opinion ot' t a e A'l1Iv that thia was a contributina factor to t.he 
tmational YUluct·euil1 ty of ttaro. 

b • ( .1 'r.lr;e 1 ) 
ourta1ns were ~~c;, of 

~itncsa mentiona tor the first t 
b,e,a.vx cloth. 

o. {l" t.t,~e 3) 'l"'he 1n•~at1gators did inform V.ra. 
that apllt"oxtmately 30 deya would be required for the Air Farce to t;et 
an answer w b<ar. Ii~·.reYcr, they Jnade no statement concerning the 
exten' ot the ~U:~tcrial ~bioh wo\.Lld be mede e:nilable to hor. 

4. ( f'nee 3) T/S£t Hsiaten questioneJ N:-e or 
approximately two to two onl ono belt hours. D\a'ing apr.roxica.tately 
halt of the.' t iuc '1.'/ ~st riof and ''1r • ot tho Ufi'G P.e:~earob. 
CoutilitteG, wer<:~ net proar;nt. T/Sc,t. en points oat tbst m,qey moro 
quaa,iona than tuo3o listec1 ~ere asked of Hra 

e. ( Pa1ie 3) The Air ioroe 1m.eot 1ga tore did Dot 11111ke a 
house to house o4e~ in tbo neit,.hborhcxxl. It bcl:s already been pointed 
ou' that tneae a.1en ha"Ye con.sidt.rable exper1onoe, enu in their opinion 
the eviclence tLlJ.·, 3oy ~lleoted precluded the neoeas1 t7 ~ oaotinu'ns 
lnves,ieutlon at additional expeDSo. 

t. (r~ea 3 & 4) It ia aaaumecl taat fvlr:t. ia the I·:ra. 
ot Lorain who was oont;e.otecS by the Air J'c.oa. ati£,ators 

.... """"""ted tu1t nothin~~ u.ou:H~l oco~·~ on the nicJ1t of Iz~r • 
al.:,. ~t~'"lt5.. ~~o. 1n.:l1CG t;o:t to tne inve!lticatora 

t; the reel t-.l :lw aae oov wus the mill• • an op11llon shared by 
the eer~;:eanta. 

at the 
had 

(;.'l(:G 4) Tbe investicetara indicate teat DO <liW vaa 
v~·.~ . 1 • Ocntnot w~~l'-' oc,rtninl;,t ha~G lis6n mdo lllit!l 1·:ra. 

th iu bt:en pcasi blc.1 • 

h. (iac:.~. 6) 'l'hc tact tln' t hiH object '-"GO £Cen by onotht:r 
person from Bl,!~ 0~.1 .;;.i.t.clJ t hu ea1ae vanliat,o point doea not rule ou.t 
the illuaicu. .~: •• o ~-u._, illtu;lon ca n bo e:ot}~rieuccd by more t.han ono 
1oo1v1duol it t ho con.Jitiuns oro ri(:)lt. Hlr~oa. &4d the i'nct t~l.:.lt 
thm~A ura ao l'ltU~ ~u.OC1JSs1"ul nn£io1una, 1a proot cnout)l ot ~nie claim • 

• 



• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

U 
r ' ,.\ 
I ' ~ l ·~ • . 

' 

• 

• 

· 1 • . (I'B£e 6) In obtalnint; a dosor1pt1on ot the item fl~. 
adrulttad tt) tile Air l•'orce 1nvestieatore that he siloveci Nrt3 
a drawil'll:; frOJn Blue Book far comparison. .f.uell vomer tb.tit 
a1JD1l!irity betweon her dcacript1on ani the ilem in Blue Dook. 

j. (Page 8) The train time indicated here 1a not epeoitied 
a• F.;,~ or li'D'l'. T'ne Air f·orce iDVe3tieators 1 ~eYer • reoorded a train 
we3t bound at 2&.54 lUl', tbe ap:f.l"OxirJEJtt t1SM or the eif:Pt106e ~ile tbe 
eta t~ · · - · - - - · .. · ·· ld 1D 

·~· · ~ea 
atte~ 
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~reea. 

tat1• 
•Sr 
lie11 
llWiiOD 

• •• expar• 
1 that 

12. The toUowine atatementa ellen themaelVGa with the allesed 
chareea ot blunders comn1 t~ecl by 'r/Sr;.t, llaiateD and T/Set Hot (Page 9 
ot • )a 

a. The 1nvcat1e.atore indicate tbat ~e 11eht oan be eeeD 
winC.ov. 

b. 'l'bere vas no claim tba' the llE)lt vaa retleoted trca 
olouda, but wa possibly shown directly Oil the. ho~ ot ro<ra. 

• e H f l I t Sgt Hot states he made no oollOerniDB the 1mpoea1b111 ty ot 
the· 11£}Lt ahini~ on ;o:rs. a house • 

c. The il:nl:Y.ression ot the; inveatieatora 1e that the ll~t Oil 
Chief Schott's ship 1s of tho spotl1tht Tariety. A 11t~t ~ouroe would 
not be aa notlo~abl.e in tt..e li~ted tow e.a at the unllt..nted area 
ot lr1ra. e home. . 

~. ra·a. 4i.d n&n1t aeci!l£ a r£4 t·:low on the nieht ot 
tbe a1£)lt1"B a , ahe at.trlbutod th.ie ~o rofleati.,ns hom the Ohio 
1-;dlaoD j=·l:·Jnt to t he ','1. .. .,,·1 of ~r holn(; . It ia e1l_:·nit1oant to note tb.at Mra. 

home 1e a;•:•roxl:nately tllrefl mile• to tn• vea' _of Mra. 
• ~laoi nt, ~ ·~s. betwoen I·ll'n. an4 the Ohio 

F.dlaon Plant • · 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

I I 
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l. (l'ap 6) In obtaini!lB a description ot the item ¥~. 
admlttod ttl tile Air lc'orce tnvestieatore that he enowod 
a drawine from Blue Bool( t~ oo:nJ).'=lrieon. Snell vomer that there 1B 
atmt.l&Jrity betweun her doaor1pt1on am the ilem in Blue Dook. 

J. ( Pa,gCJ 8) 'l'b.e train time indicated here ia not apeoiti ed 
•• ~""T or ll.'U'l'. 'f r1e Air iorco investisatoraa noweYcr, recorded a train 
v~at bound ut 2:54 Eill', the app:oox1m.ate time or the aitjl t11l8• lib ile tbe 
eta 1 s los iooiclltes that the eastbound train, mentioned 1n 

'POI~t•, passed at 2~52 ~T (JsS2 F;l1l') or 52 JD1nutea 
·aigatizag. 

. k. (Paee D) The investigators point out that appr.cuw 
100 teet or treok can be seen from tbe v1ndov ot Mrs. bW• 
room and that tile train ll~t would DOt be blooke4 by houses or trees. 

1. (~a&e D) The prir~nry job ot Haisten 8Dd Hot ia 1nY~at1• 
ptlont they my or may not otter a oonoluaiou aa a result ot their 
findings. 'nle reeponsibill ty for the analyaia ot all UJtO caeea lie11 
vi tb tho A'l'IO. In no instance ebould inveatieatora hazard a conclusion 
tor ottlo1al publication aa Air Farce representatives. 

m. (Paee 8) The Air Force ooncluaion stated that it was a 
oomb1ut1on ot tbe s which wao reapooe1 ble tor ~be illwsion cxper• 
1•DOe4 by • Air J:'oroe .!~osti .t~tore v. ,1-e 1 ~!armed that 
the 11~ t on .=lohtlt t .' a a hip is .1'1'" 11 b••"mt4 • 

olo\1 . 
Ss' J 
the : 

• Far. 12 

12. The tatements disprove 
charges in tbe Report that T/Sgt 
Haisten and T/S~ Hot committed blunders in 
conducting ~be investigation ot this case. 
ot Repor~) 

tbe 

{Page 9 

This obange vae requested by Mr. 
Major Friend notified Major Tacker 
by telephone. 

• and 
May 1959. 

p4 
,. 9 

Ill 

D 

v ot 

b$ on 
would 

• 

'•d erea 
• 
• 

d. l·Zl~a. , .d ad:n1 t eec1nc a red £lOW oD tile nieht ot 
tbe a1£)1t1iiB i howev"r, ehe attr2.buted tl1is to rotlcati ?ns from the Ohio 
1~1aon :::'l~mt to t he 'ill .. "'.~ or ~r ho:nc . lt in a 1{:n1f1ognt to no~e that 1>1re. 

h()l'Qtj is a;·~~roxi:ru:-tte hree» miles to th• vea1 ot ~ •• 
• plaoi nt. ; 11'S. Hru ancl the Ohio 

Ialaon Plant•----------------------~--------·--------~~~ 
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e. No one was home to be contacted ot t house. 

t. The report pl~a w1 th w01•ds hore. V.da~ la v1s1 ble v.ater 
•e.por or rain or veey small droplets. 'rhe weather tta3 obtained trom the 

ot Cbiet Schott. '£he Uhlo .Edioon Flant io northveot of i!~s. 
bous~ and also a source or amo~-:ea there wao no speoitio 

olalm that the smokla omue trom the U. 3 . .3'te('l Company plant. 

e. ( 1) 'I'he Air )'oroe inYea tisatora did not feel a house to 
h<Qao check ws neoessar;y iD View or eVidence •lread)' obtained and 
expenae ~avolved. 

(2) l~s alrea37 oonatruoted a model made 
ot paper plates and a bowl wlliob was shown to tbe aert:a"88nta, along "'1 th 
a wrbal deecr·ill t.ion. 

(J) T/Sc:.t Haisten obtain&d intOl"Dntion ooncern1D£ the 
motion of the object from lV.ra. 
Mr ~ V8ti abacnt with 1'/3gt Hot•. 

• Thia wae durill£ tbe period 

(4) 'i'he eereeants did take notes during the 1nYe&t1ga• 
t1on end lDt.-Yiev. HoweWJr 1 it ohould be noted tbat the trained 
lnterro{!atar ia t&lC:.ht not to toke, or to take a minlmun ot notes. 
~itnossea are more prone to tree talk U they feel tbere ia no record 
nquirins emot recwnt on their part in tho future • 

• 

13· 'lbe mn aasiened 'o 1n~est1cate this case are both vell 
trained and experienced 1nveet1catora. T/Sst Haisten haYins experience 
a1Doo 1948 end T/.;;e.t Hot einoe 19.51. 

14• 'l'hia report, like all other• upon reaotdng the ATIC, ia tirat 
GiYon eeneral consideratlona does the description and charaoteris~ioa 
1Ddicnte th• object 1a probably an airo!·aft, balloon, meteor, etc. It 
~he description end characteriatioa places the itn in a eer~ral cate• 
tlJJC'~ • t hen steps are t-aken 'o determine 11" such an object or nircratt 
waa in th.e area at the tiro.e ot the a1£)lt1Jlt. Noxt it ia inap~ted vitb. * .new tovsrd 1 ts apeclol requirtl.Cienta J i.e. • laborotor.y ana)¥a1a, it 
·~ mntorial aoco-.!lpanies the rerort • or it it require~ a apecioliat 
k» ooruuct the annlyuiaa i.e. aatronot~er, pbya1c13te etc. 'l'he tact 
'hRt the Aortal j:henJOMila Croup ia a p.~ or th• Atr 3o1enoe D1Tis1on, 
ard with the laborutoriea ot the ~.rr{£ht ASr De~elopr~nt C.-ntw located 
on the 'n'r1t.b.t•4·ntt.oraon :.tr Force Daae, makes thia type ot ao1~tutit1o 
and toohnioal support icnai L't\teb available& further t~e Air ~,oroe baa 

• 

\U'Wier coatraot a nalie:d tuJl.ro-t«l\YDicl:J~ r~ oonsultant senioea to thitJ 
projoct. The 1a.'j,1:tC ap~"ct. to ~e noalya1' ot tlu~~e Ol!Sea ia aa 
aolent1f1o 8.3 t .1c cvia<Jllce oJ.lows, end vh(mever DtlOOGWU'")' the anal.ya' 
le a spccialiat. l n cons1der1~; t~;ra. 1• ia the 
opinior~ ot t~10 .\ .. ;'TC th.at !·rs. and her .. 
Yioti;ns of llD 111u:.don. Th1a llluaion rosultina .from the combiaatio.a 
~ lit)lts traa the trtdn a~I pooslbly tbe coust cuard bent, the roar 

• 

• 

l 
I 
I 

• 
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u \·' " ·! /1 (' (' ' f"l t"' I"' 
fr<lal tb.e trsin e.n4 the preta1lilll! weatllel' oondi tiona. It 111 not 
unoocmoon for persons ba-rill6 the s'"""' c.r similDr yants£0 points to 
experience tb.o same 1llus1ort. Further • s.t i;o the Ot>inion ot the 
ATIC tlw.t there was no tbrellt to nationo.l aeouri to¥ or a daveer of any 

kind ansociated ~1 tll Mrs a1gh~ill6• 
:IS • Tide case was analyzed W a mnn wi til a bGOlq!;rO'.uld in 

utronott\Y aoo ~sics. 
16. 1'1\a inoloaed report or inTe&ti£ation ellll OOI>:Y ot 01"1gill31 

letter tr<XIl tile only oop:Les e:mUnble ot ·the ATlC • 
and it 111 ra'luoeted tbl!lt th'IY be returaed ail tba aarli..st ool!nnteno•• 
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Housewife 

I 

\ 

• 
0 • • 

~ ' .. -· '-: 
• : .... ' 

• 0 

• -• • 
\ 0 

• 

• 

Mrs. William H. 
Fitzgerald 

S)lellield 
0 

I 

0 -

0 

• 0 • 

Fitzgerald 

·s , aucer 
0 * From First Page 

Terrifies 
Clarence E. Hambly said he vicinity of the Fitzgerald home 
was not notified of the aight- had aeen the "saucer:· 

From that point on. his ac- ing and had not had any Fitzgerald and this reporter 
· count of the incident agreed "saucer'• reports from anyone examined the ground over 
with his s~t!pmother's. else. which the object reportedly 

Both also said that the A. check or neighbors re- "traveled and could not find 

• •• ·-.. ' 
J .. 

• 

• 

-;f 
.J . " "' .• 

I 

' 

John Fitzgerald 

"saucer .. made a whirring noise. vealed that no one else in the anything unusual. 
Then, as it left, the noise took - ··-------
on a muf£1ed, whining sound. 

John demonstrated with a 
low whistle, increasing in 
pitch, together with a hum. 

Not Seen by Otben 
The "saucer" was described 

as round from a top or bottom 
view and oval from a side view 
with a rounded cap on top. It 
was about eight feet in diam­
eter, they said, and about three 
feet high. 

Mrs. Fitz~erald said it had , 
openings on both sides in which 
~he saw a series of small tubes 
"like small e.~aust pipes." 

Sheffield Lake Police Chief 

• 
Lake family examines mock-up 

of .. saucer." 

0 

_o •• o _ · ___ Pw_n_Dt&_l_er_sw_t_P_bo_t_•_ \ 
• • 

• 

• 
0 

0 

0 
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RESEARCH ON I I ~. ( I • : 

• nidentified lying biects ~ · l 
i ~ i : i • r ~ I 

I By Lilliar1 C1"0J,V1ter Desgztin i , - . . : • • ,,,, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ....................... .. ........................................ ......................... ........ ........... . 

Bob ·Adkins of WTVN radio is the form of this object. 
responsible for bringing , this 
weeks Flying Saucer · story to 
print. In his Monday morning 
news broadcast he mentioned a 
sighting by Mrs. William Fitz-

She watched it for several 
minutes as it did various antics, 

• gerald of Sheffield Lake, Ohio. 

as well as hovering here and 
there. This saucer-shaped ship 
even went around her house and 
over in her neighbors yard. Hav- J 

ing played long enough, the UFO 
went straight up, disappearing ~ 
into what no doubt, must be 

-l .Feeling that this event deserv­
, ed a follow-up, especially be-
•• 
. fore some government official 

could arrive to advise her not to 
discuss the sighting, I put in a 
long distance call. 

Mrs. Fitzgerald lives in a hous­
ing development where there 

• 

1 are about H5 homes, indicating 
not much territory between 
houses. She had gone to bed 
Sunday shortly before 3 A.M. 
(September 21st). Suddenly a 
brilliant light shone through her 
closed draperies with such in­
tensity that she was forced to 
shield her eyes and bury them 
in her pillow. When the light 
d isappeared she ran to the win­
dow. There about seven or eight 
feet above her lawn was a full­
fteged UFO. Mrs. Fitzgerald 
knew nothing about such phen­
omena, I'm sure she had no de­
sire to see one, and has less de­
sire to see one again. To me she 
sounded like a woman who was 
scared stiff. She said she felt as 
if everything inside of her 
lchanged location for good. 

• 

1 
Not being much good on guess­

ing sizes she did her best to give 
approximate measurements .. She 
thought the object might have 
been eight feet in diameter and 

I three .feet through. She qescribed 
it as looking like two f1aper 
plates placed edge to edge and 
topped with a soup dish. It was 
a dull aluminum color, the only 
illumination coming from an ex-

. haust which gave off a grayish 
pink hue sufficient to show oft 

heaven. 

Apparently, Mrs. Fitzgerald's 
ten year old son was awakened 
by the light, as he saw the ship 
from his own bedroom. He ran 
to awaken his father before she 
was aple to navigate that far. 

A mother's main concern is the , 
• • 

safety of her children, and this 
was certainly what bothered ' 
Mrs. Fitzgerald. After assuring 
her that I didn't feel that this 
was a Russian invention or that 
it was going to harm her chil- · 
dren, I believe she felt relieved . 

Any one would have to be the 
I 

world champion cynic to talk to 
this woman and believe that she • 
had made up such a tale 1or 
publicity's sake! 

I am sorry I haven't an answer 
to give to this sighting. The best 
I could do would be to give sev­
eral possibilities, and th is will 
not be forthcoming in the near 
future. I can say that there are 
many sightings which describe · 
a brilliant spotlight sometimes 
tur.ned on by UFO's. A woman ~ 
who lives on Harrisburg Pike 
saw one of these ships cross a 
cornfield, with a light so bril­
liant that every clod of dirt · 
could be seen around the new 
young corn. I wouldn't even care 
to venture a guess as to whether 
this ship was occupied or not, I 
believe either answer is possible. 
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• ,Flying ~aucers on Top 
Terrifies Sheffield Lake Woman: 

• 

I By ALLI!!N D. ASHDOI.T closed window drapes. The Mrs. Fitzgerald, ~8. said her 

' 

Lorain County Correaponclent . movie was "Dracula's Daugh· daughter, Christy Lynn, 7, and 
Terrified llnd shaken by their ter." • her husband slept peacefully a::: 

iexperlence, a Sheffield. Lake Blinded at first , she hid her she.~atched what s~e descri~cd 
housewife and her 10-year-old head under the plllow until the as the .most hornble lookm~ 
atepson yesterday related a light subsided. Then she stood thing" s~e ha~. e\'er sc.en. "It 
weird account of a 3 a.m. visit on her bed, looked through the was terrifying, she sa1d . 
by a "flying saucer." window and watched the "sau- iler stepson, John, a fourth 

Mrs. WilHam H. Fitzgerald: cer" glide over her driveway. grade student at Milford Ele-J 
934 E a 1 t Drive, said she It hovered a foot above a menta~· School In ClcYelandJ 
watched the object for more neighbor's lawn, 1 u d den 1 y was spending the weeken<it 
than five minute~ . at c~ose glowed. and discharged a cloud visiting his father. He was inz 
range after a brllhant l11:ht of "heavy pinkish _ grayish • the next bedroom. also at th1 
roused her from her bed. purplish smoke from the sau- front of, the house, and hap-1 

Tears filled her eyes. still cer'a back and sides," she said. pened to be .awake when th 
reddened f r o m crying until It h 

1 
t "saucer'' made its earl)·-morn 

dawn following the experience, t e.n swept , n a curve on ° lng appearance. 
as she · told of unsuccessfully Mrs. Fttzgerald 1 front lawn, Since his small bed1·oom wini 
trying to wake her husband an she said, and rose to about dow was above his eye lewi! 
unemployed truck d~iver,' to seven feet abov~ the ground. he explained, he could not seq. 
help her through the ordeal. After it completed two short the object until he stepped otl 

"I had just gone to bed after circulllr maneuvers. she lost a wall heat register. By tha 
the last movie on TV," she said, sight of it, she said, when it time, he said, it was emittin 
when a brilliant white glare sped straight up into the sky the cloud of smoke. 

, !!!_l~d her bcdt'oom throu!h th~ o~~~~h~ top of he_r ~~me_. <ConU•n•"• "" rnr.- ": r .. r .. ~." ~~ , 

• 

• 

' 

• 

• 
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Monday ETe. 

Dear Mra. 

I have written up your story tor this weeks paper, and if I do 
not find that you have sent for a subscription will send you a 
clipping. I forgot to ask you if there was any noise involved and 
take tor granted there wasn 1 t, but I should have asked \ Most ships 
make no noise but now and then they do, so it is quite important. 
Alao I'm womerins whether the Air Force or anyone will set to you and 
sugsest you do not give out your story. This happens, and I'll surely 
appreciate it if you will keep me informed. I do wish we had time for 
a few hours talk. I would be glad to share tne material I nave found 
out, but I find that generally no one believes you anyway, so it's 
almost useless. 

Am almost tempted to drive up to see you as yours ia one of the 
beat aightings. Do let me hear from you on any points you have forgotten 
to mention, no matter how slight. Sometimes they haTe mJre importance 
than you. think • 

Sincerely, 
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2 Ea. Newspaper Clippiup (1 ~iele) • 

Letter from 
Letter ), ~ 
Letter 

TOTAL NUMBE R OF ENTRIES LISTED: 

• 
RECEIPT FOR DOCUMENT (S) DESCRIBED ABOVE IS ACKNOWLEDGED 

RECEIVING AGENCV TVPED NAME. GRADE. OR TITLE 

/I F ( I tv' C/ E 4-

DATE RE~E~ 

i u vc./ 

• 

• 

AF I"ORN 

IS .IUN SS 
310 RULACU AP' f'ORM •ta WHICH MAY a& US&D AHD 

DO P"ORM ... WHICH I& OaaoL.ET& IN TN£ U8AI' 

• 1f U . 8 . GOV&RNIIEHT PRINTING Ol'l'le&. leSS-.INeees 

• 

- - --·-- - - - - -
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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10 Oot 58 

1 

4L4/~iaJ 1-'r1eDC1/ao/69.r!l6/Bld6 828 

1. 'l'Aia C•ater cmeokfl4 w1th lllt-..h' Tea\ ~ttnter. ;cAOO, oonoernlng '-•' tlit bt• 
arolmd Clevulsoo utua. ·~·n• A'i' l ~At.er waa llltormecl ''l•' £ lit)lt '•'*'• are oollducted 
lA na~r1G\4K.L N"O& i\•lC<J, e.aat oS' Dq,oa, uhCl DODe in tue CleYeland ar ... 

a. &~1\lOna are ~·~lea.&ed 1'roa all over 'be UDl'e4 ~\a\ea, 80DI ... 11. eome ••r¥ 
lar~'11• 'rae lart;., balloons will t.ra<tcl tho•a!llancht oi' ~~~lea trom tnu la\lDohint> alte 
botore uoodnt;. ciown. .j.,)&M ot ~csao la'lnchi~• u .. unaoac:l.l&&le<l. eod are ao Auznoroua 
•• to p~ol~• c~oc~i~ wi~ all \~• airpor'a 'bat might releaae balloona • 

• 3• A tborout)l o~AMG£ ot t .. -. A'l'Ie# tllea tailed ~o reYeal ~ reporN o£ Wliclen\1• 
fle4 t~·iD& obJecl;.:l i~ r.u~ ~1-'Y~J.BP~ liRA OA 1rbllt lbt.u or l<Jt.h 0~ A~\oLS\ 19.)~• 

4 IDol•• 
1. Ltr tr Hu~o o1 • ,.p 
a. C¥ 1~­
J• c, 1 
Ia.· c~ 1 

• 

H. K. Gluu:R'l 
Colonel, \UA.i' 
AJi ~L-t•4J:. 
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4• ion revealed that a railroad track ran near the home 
ot Mrs. The night of Mrs. sighting a train 
passed house at approximately the same hour of the reported sighting. 
The train-had a rotating he&Ulieht which under some conditions would pro­
duce unusual effects. Contact was. also made with Chief Bosun i~late William 
Schott of the Lorain Coast Guard Station. Chief Schott reported that he 
WtP uaing his spotlignt in an attempt to attract the attention of another 
snip, and that the li t was directed toward shore in the general direc-
tion of Mrs. ouse. The time and date of this incident 
coincide with those reported by Mrs. of Lorain. 
Ohio, a · witness listed in ~as. s report, couldn't recall any-
thins unusual on the night of e reported sie;htiDg. Mr. another 
witness of Lorain, Ohio, was not available for interview. The weather 

• 

at the time ot the incident waa a misty rain with haze and smoke. 

5. impressed the Air Force investigators as being 
nervous, emotional and impressionable. At times during the interview 
the witness was on the brink of tears and gave other indications ot a 
hishly emotional state • 

• 

6. Mrs admitted that the letter and report which she 
sent to the Air Technical Intelligence Center was prepared by I·Ir 

• The opinion or the Air Force investigators, and shared by 
the ATIC, is that thi~ individual had considerable influence upon both 
the report and subsequent actions ot the witness • 

• 
7• Iuvestigation further disclosed that Mrs. received 

letters from other self-appointed UFO experts concerning her experience. 
These letters are all written in a tone ot encouragement to Mrs. 

and all directed toward discreditill8 the u. s. Government 
aDd particularly the u. s. Air Force. Thermotax copies ot these letters 
are inclosures to this correspondence. 

8. The conclusions ot the Air Force investigators is that the 
combination of moving lights, noise ot the train, prevailing weather and 
the emotional cond the witness accounts for the illusion ex-
perienced by Mrs. The Air Technical Intelligence Center, 
after evaluation of tbe evidence in this case. concurs with the con­
clusions ot the investigators. 

9• Mrs. original letter and report to the Air Technical 
Intellisence Center is also an inclosure to this CO'~-I'l pondence. This 
letter requires an answer directly to Mrs. 
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SlOHTINGr One ot the best. 
sight1nge to come to our at­
ten Uon in a long time 1• 
one trom Sheffield Lake, 
Ohio, that occurred on Sept. 
21st. According to the local 
newmpa Mr£ 

watched a flying 
aaucer at ver,y cloee range 
tor more than t1Ye minutee 
early tba t morning, aftol" a 
brilliant light from the UFO 
l~d rousod h~r ~ hor bod • . 
She watched the object ae it 
glided along slowly about a 
toot abovo her neighbor'• 
drivowar. It was eeen to 
discharge a cloud of 1 hoavy 
pinkish-gray purplish smoke~ 
It then a curve on-
to )fr• a front 
lawn, rose to about aeT-
on feet above the ground. 
'lbereupon 1 t made two cir• 
cW.ar manouvera, a.ncl ehot · 
atraipt up into . th• ek)', 
out ot eight. Mrs. 

huG bt...~c! and d&ugh­
alt~ough 1D the •·~• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I ')( '("' . . ) ) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

room, c i d not see t hs ob j ~ct1 bu~ h•r who waa thou&ht. to be 
slcoping pet;. ce!'ully 1n t he neAt rooa. d1 ••• - aud the next d•y hla 
story ta.lliod with hera. '!h, •aucer vae dseeribod ae round t'rom a top or bot­
too viev nnd cval from a aide ~iP.v, with a rounded cap cr top. It vae about 
oi t;ht foe t 1 n dia m'3 t$r t .od t.hroa feet hi i;h, and had opor1ings on both eiclee, !n 
which Nra aaw a eariee of emall tuboe 1 l1ke e=all exhau1t pipes.• 
- Fortunl\te for saucer famt, thi1 aight.ing vae civen a thorough t'iret.-.hsnd 
inve•~igation b1 an Ohio eaucer group called lho UPO Resoarch Committee ot 
Akron,who hsve pr~pcred a thirteen ~·~· report on all aspocta ot the incident. 
l1:1fortuna tely, s po co l i miu t 1.ona prcH·on~ ua rrom re;>reducin~ thit report even 
in summary form, but it ia ~n extremely vell·done job, and w• heart111 reco~ 
mend 1 t to all our readers. In ad eli tien to c:or.t&1ninr; many cletaila of the . 
si ~htinr t~at t he nev"pApera did not carry, tho report show~ tht elopp1ne•• or 
lho downr!~ht unfairnettB or th~ Air Foree' I in\•ee t i gation of t.'ul incident. The 
Air P'orc~ caa:o up wi th r.r, "oxplanation1 ot the el~ht.ing th•t "imply doea not 
con.furm to t.h~ raote, nncl i f thi!' 11 typic.f11 or lheir inv.-tti~t1on pi'ececlures, 
it js ehDJ' t o ftee hov t b'!"y et.re nov o.blo t.o s~ l ve ov ~r 9e:~ ef all li,ht~ngt.1 
• • • • • 
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Galley 103-The world of flying saucers 
gated. She enclosed a three-page summary prepared by members 
of the UFO Research Committee of Akron, and added, "I assure 
you that I will contact my congressman nbout this matter if some 
action fs not taken soon to explain it." 

The alleged UFO hn.d appeared at about 3 A.~t. in the yard of 
the one-story, two-bedroom house occupied by Mrs. Fitzgerald and 
her husband. She had been sitting up alone watching television 
and had gone to bed at the end of the late movie. The bedroom 
window was shut and the window curtains were closed. Outside, 
the night was dark; the moon had set, there were no street lights, 
and none of the neighboring houses was lighted. Lying with her 
arm over her eyes, trying to get to sleep, she suddenly realized that 
the room was illuminated and stood up on the bed to look out of 
the window. 

According to her account, a disk-shaped object with a hump in 
the middle, a dull aluminum in color, was moving across the yard 
at a height of about flve feet. The object did not glow and did not 
have Jights on it; she could not determine the source _of the light 
that made it visible to her. About twenty to twenty-two feet in 
diameter and about six feet high, the UFO moved north across the 
driveway into a neighbor's yard, losing altitude on the way until 
it was only one foot above the ground. At a distance of fifty feet, it 
stopped and floated motionless for several seconds while pink-gray 
smoke billowed out from two openings in the rim and illuminated 
the UFO. Each opening contained seven pipes. The smoke did not 
come from the pipes but from the openings from which the pipes 
projected. The object then moved back into the witness's yard, 
rising to a height of flve feet. No longer emitting smoke, it made 
two quick clockwise turns with a radius of about three feet, and 
rose straight up. The roof of the house, jutting out over the window, 
cut it from further view. During the entire time of the sighting, 
about thirty-six seconds, she had heard a mufHed noise like that of 
a jet engine warming up. She had tried several times to waken 
her husband, by kicking him, but without success. When the object 
had gone, she went back to bed and slept. 

When she awoke at 11 :oo the next morning and mentioned her 
experience to the family, she learned that ten-year-old John Fitz­
gerald, sleeping in the second bedroom, had also seen a strange 
lJght. He had apparently wakened during the night to go to the 
bathroom nnd had returned to bed, when he saw a bright light 
shining into his room and heard an unusual noise. Climbing up on 
the rndiator to look out of his window, he saw something the color 
of a tin cup moving across the yard. After watching for a few sec­
onds until the light had gone, he went to bed and to sleep. 

Puzzled by the incident, Mrs. Fitzgerald telephoned the local 
newspaper, the Lorain Journal, and the story appeared in several 
Ohio newspapers. Members of the Akron Committee, one of whom 
lived in the nearby town of Lorain, soon arrived to question her 
and prepare the summary of her experience; other witnesses in 
Lorain were reported to have seen the same UFO. 

Even nt Bfst glance, the situation presented several unusual 
features. The witness had delayed more than a week before notify­
ing Air Force investigators, yet she threatened to notify her con­
gressman unless some action were taken soon. She had not waited 
for action, however, but by the same mail had written to her con­
gressman requesting him to obtain an explanation from the Air - . . . . ,. 
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Galley 103-The world of flying saucers 
gated. She enclosed a three-page summary prepared by members 
of the UFO Research Committee of Akron, and added, .. 1 assure 
you that I will contact my congressman about this matter if some 
action is not taken soon to explain it." 

The alleged UFO had appeared at about 3 A.M. in the yard of 
the one-story, two-bedroom house occupied by Mrs. Fitzgerald and 
her husband. She had been sitting up alone watching television 
and had gone to bed at the end of the late movie. The bedroom 
window was shut and the window curtains were closed. Outside, 
the night was dark; the moon had set, there were no street lights, 
and none of the neighboring houses was lighted. Lying with her 
arm over her eyes, trying to get to sleep, she suddenly realized that 
the room was illuminated and stood up on the bed to look out of 
the window. 

According to her account, a disk-shaped object with a hump in 
the middle, a dull aluminum in color, was moving across the yard 
at a height of about five feet. The object did not glow and did not 
have lights on it; she could not determine the source of the light • 
that made it visible to her. About twenty to twenty-two feet in 
diameter and about six feet high, the UFO moved north across the 
driveway into a neighbor's yard, losing altitude on the way until 
it was only one foot above the ground. At a distance of fifty feet, it 
stopped and floated motionless for several seconds while pink-gray 
smoke billowed out from two openings in the rim and illuminated 
the UFO. Each opening contained seven pipes. The smoke did not 
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come from the pipes but from the openings from which the pipes 
projected. The object then moved back into the witness's yard, 
rising to a height of five feet. No longer emitting smoke, it made 

• 

two quick clockwise turns with a radius of about three feet, and 
rose straight up. The roof of the house, jutting out over the window, 
cut it from further view. During the entire time of the sighting, 
about thirty-six seconds, she had heard a muffied noise like that of 
a jet engine warming up. She had tried several times to waken 
her husband, by kicking him, but without success. When the object 
had gone, she went back to bed and slept. 

When she awoke at 11 :oo the next morning and mentioned her . 
experience to the fnmily, she learned that ten-year-old John Fitz-
gerald, sleeping in the second bedroom, had also seen a strange 
light. He had apparently wakened during the night to go to the 
bathroom and had returned to bed, when he saw a bright light 
shining into his room and heard an unusual noise. Climbing up on 
the radiator to look out of his window, he saw something the color 
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of a tin cup moving across the yard. After watching for a few sec- I 
onds until the light had gone, he went to bed and to sleep. I 

Puzzled by the incident, Mrs. Fitzgerald telephoned the local 
newspaper, the Lorain Journal, and the story appeared in several I 
Ohio newspapers. Members of the Akron Committee, one of whom I 
Jived in the nearby town of Lorain, soon arrived to question her 
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and prepare the summary of her experience; other witnesses in I 
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Galley 104-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 
4· Other factors. (a) J3etween midnight at 4 A.M. a Coast Guard 

cutter equipped with an eigbt-inch spotlight had been plying back 
and forth on Lake Erie searching for an overdue cabin cruiser. At 
about 3 A.M. the cutter had been headed enst toward Lornin, reach­
ing there at 3:15, had then continued enst beyond Sheffield to Avon, 
before htrning back to the Lorain lifeboat station and berthing at 
4 A.M. (b) At 2:52 A.M. a train had left the Lorain railroad station, 
roughly three miles from the Fitzgerald house. Eight minutes later 
it would have been passing south of the house at a distance of about 
100 yards. The engine was using a rotating headlight. 

From these facts it was possible to reconstruct the probable 
sequence of events that produced the UFO: In the hour or so before 
the sighting, the witness had been sitting up alone watching the late 
movie on TV. The film that night was a horror movie, Dracula's 
Daughter. About 3 A.M., soon after the witness had gone to bed, 
the Coast Guard cutter on Lake Erie was traveling east toward 
Lorain, was very near the harbor and was flashing its spotlight 
toward shore. The light had briefly illuminated the two bedrooms 
of the Fitzgerald house and had roused Mrs. Fitzgerald. At that 
distance, between three and four miles, the beam would have 
spread and would have been dispersed still more by the drops of 
rain falling. By the time Mrs. Fitzgerald reached the window and 
pulled back the curtains, the searchlight was gone. At the same 
time, however, the train that left Lorain at 2:52 was passing south 
of the house, using its rotating headlight and producing a roaring 
noise made more piercing by the moist atmosphere. Looking 
through the wet · glass of the window, the witness saw the beam 
of the train's headlight moving through the haze in the yard. Smoke 
from the nearby foundry was also being blown into the yard. Il­
luminated by the circular beam of light, the smoke seemed to be a 
glowing, solid object that moved back and forth and emitted clouds 

of gray-pink smoke. 
In summary, the Air Force concluded that Mrs. Fitzgerald's UFO 

was an illusion produced by a combination of factors: an excited 
frame of mind induced by Dracula's Daughter, the spotlight on 
the Coast Guard cutter, the rotating headlight of the train and. the 
noise of its engine, the smoke from the nearby steel plant, and the 

haze of the drizzly night. 
This analysis provoked an explosion from the witness, who wrote 

her congressman: "I was outraged when I read the Air Force con­
clusion to my sighting. The person who made it must be insane." 

·r11e Fit::.gerald Report" • 

The UFO Research Committee compiled and on December 1 
published a thirteen-page pamphlet (later reissued in amplified 
form and copyrighted) entitled: "The Fitzgerald Report, A Com­
plete and Detailed Account of the Sighting of an Unidentified 
Flying Ohjcct, Sheffield Lake, Ohio, September 21, 1958." This docu· 
ment charged "duplicity" in the Air Force treatment of UFO re· 
ports in general, and asserted that the Fit7.gcrald investigation in . .. ... . ., .. • 
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4· Other factors. ( n) 13etwecn midnight at 4 A.M. a Coast Guard 
cutter. equipped with an eight-inch spotlight had been plying back 
and forth on Lake Eri<: searching for an overdue cabin cruiser. At 
about 3 A.M. the cutter hnd been headed cast toward Lornin, reach­
ing there at 3:15, had then continued cnst beyond Sheffield to Avon, 
l>efore turning back to the Lorain lifeboat station and berthing at 
4 A.M. (b) At 2:52A.M. a train had left the Lorain railroad station, 
z:oughly three miles from the Fitzgerald house. Eight minutc.•s later 
it would l1ave been passing south of the house at a distance of about 
100 yards. The engine was using a rotating headlight. 

From these facts it was possible to reconstruct the probable 
sequence of events that produced the UFO: In the hour or so before 
the sighting, the witness had been sitting up alone watching the late 
movie on TV. The film that night was n horror movie, Dracula's 
Daughter. About 3 A.M., soon after the witness had gone to bed, 
the Coast Guard cutter on Lake Erie was traveling east toward 
Lorain, was very near the harbor and was flashing its spotlight 
toward shore. The light had briefly iiluminated the two bedrooms 
of the Fitzgerald house and had roused Mrs. Fitzgerald. At that 
distance, between three and four miles, the beam would have 
spread and would have been dispersed still more by the drops of 
rain falling. By the time Mrs. Fitzgerald reached the window and 
pulled back the curtains, the searchlight was gone. At the same 
time, however, the train that left Lorain at 2:52 was passing south 
of the house, using its rotating headlight and producing a roaring 
noise made more piercing by the moist atmosphere. Looking 
through the wet glass of the window, the witness saw the beam 
of the train's headlight moving through the haze in the yard. Smoke 
from the nearby foundry was also being blown into the yard. Il­
luminated by the circular beam of light, the smoke seemed to be a 
glowing, solid object that moved back and forth and emitted clouds 
of gray-pink smoke. 

In summary, the Air Force concluded that Mrs. Fitzgerald's UFO 
was an illusion produced by a combination of factors: an excited 
frame of mind induced by Dracula's Daughter, the spotlight on 
the Coast Guard cutter, the rotating headlight of the train and. the 
noise of its engine, the smoke from the nearby steel plant, and the 
haze of the drizzly night. 

This analysis provoked an explosion from the witness, who wrote 
her congressman: "I was outraged when I read the Air Force con­
clusion to my sighting. The person who made it must be insane." 

•The Fitzgerald Report'" 

The UFO Research Committee compiled and on December 1 

published a thirteen-page pamphlet (later reissued in amplified 
form and copyrighted) entitled : "The Fitzgerald Report, A Com­
plete and Detailed Account of the Sighting of an Unidentified 
Flying Object, Sheffield Lake, Ohio, September 21, 1958." This docu­
ment charged "duplicity" in the Air Force treatment of UFO re­
ports in general, and asserted that the Fitzgerald investigation in 
particular had been ••criminally mishandled" and was a "disgrace to 
the U. S. Air ·Force and an insult to the American public." It further 
suggested that Sergeants A and B be "disciplined" because their 
investigation was not adequate or thorough, and that they bad had 
"little or no intention of making an honest investigation." 

Copies of the pamphlet were mailed to eminent scientists through­
out the country, members of the United States House of Rcpre-
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Galley 105-TIIE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 
the night, picking up C?bjccts in all directions. It is hard to estimate 
how marly times spotlights were snapped on nnd off during subject 
search, but they were used quite often during short periods of 
time."] 

CIUJrge 4· The statement that the supposed confirmatory witness, 
Mrs. S, could not rccnJI anything unusual for the night of the sight­
ing was a "lie," as evidenced by her signed statement. [Incorrect. 
When the investigators visited ~Irs. S, she asserted that she had 
nothing to contribute. At about 2:30 A.M. (half an hour earlier than 
the Fitzgerald sighting ) she had indeed noticed a bright-red glow 
that had startled her at first until she realized that it probably came 
from the nearby Ohio Edison plant or from the foundry. The signed 

• 

statement printed by the Akron Committee in tho December 1958 
edition of tho document b ears no date. The notarized statement 
used in the 1959 edition is dated r..tarch 25, six months after the 
sighting had occurred. After the Air Force interview, apparently, 
Mrs. S had changed her mind for reasons unknown. 

Charge S· The statement that another confirmatory witness, Mr. 
G, was not available for interview was "pathetic" because it was 
Mrs. G, not Mr. C, who saw the UFO [The point of this accusation 
is not clear. Because of a typographical error in a letter, "Mrs." 
was changed to "Mr." The fact remains that the supposed witness, . 
Mrs. G, was not available. Also, the light she reported had appeared 
about 2 A.M., an hour before the Fitzgerald sighting.] 

Charge 6a. It was not true that a misty rain with haze and mist 
had occurred at the time of the sighting; the witness herself stated 
that it was not raining. [Incorrect. The Cleveland Weather Bureau 
recorded continual slight precipitation between midnight and 7 
A.M.: .20 inches were recorded between z and 4 A.~1. When asked 
whether it was raining when she saw the UFO, the witness replied, 
.. It had rained a few hours before," a vague response suggesting that 
she had not noticed the weather at the time of the sighting. Other 
parts of her account, however, strongly indicate rain. Although the 
night was warm (about 65 degrees F. at 3 A.:M . ), her bedroom win­
dow was closed. J 

Charge 6b. It was not true that smoke from the steel plant south­
west of the house could have been a factor in the sighting, been use 
the direction of the wind was wrong. [Incon-ect. The Weather 
Bureau recorded "·wsw and SW" winds that night averaging ten 
miles an hour; coming from the southwest, the winds would have 
blown the smoke northeast, directly toward the house.] 

Charge 7a. The sergeants did not make a house-to-house check 
among the neighbors to obtain confirmatory evidence. [Correct. 
Such a time-consuming procedure would not have been justified. 
The neighbors had had two weeks in which to report a visiting 
spaceship. No such report had been made, even by the neighbor 
in whose yard tlte noisy object was supposed to have hovered 
while emitting puffs of smoke.] 

Charge 7b. They did not ask Mrs. Fitzgerald to make a drawing 
of the UFO. [Correct. Before their visit she had already made such 
a drawing, prepared with the help of members of the Akron Com­
mittee who had shown her a sketch of an alleged spaceship re­
produced several years earlier in an Air Force pamphlet [ 13]. \Vith 
this sketch before her to aiel her memory, Mrs. Fitzgerald had des­
cribed her UFO to a draftsman provided by the committee. Un­
surprisingly, the resulting sketch was very similar to the picture 
used as an example. A drawing obtained in this way could have no 
value as evidence.] 
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legal action. 
Thq docuJ!Ient made a number of specific accusations. Because 

of the wide publicity given this attack, we shall discuss each point 
fully, to illustrate the procedures foJlowed by many civilian saucer 
groups. Our comments, appended in brackets, are based on official 
records of the Air Force, the New York Central Railway, the United 
States Weather Bureau, and the United States Coast Guard. ~fost 
of these facts were available to the Akron Committee itself . 

Charge 1 . Because of the position of the Fitzgerald house, the 
headlight of the train could not have shone into the bedroom win­
dows. [Correct. But the point is irrelevant. The Air Force did not 
suggest that the trnin's light shone into the window. The light eQuid 
have shone into the yard, however, .and would have heen visible 
to a witness looking out of the window. The brilliant light that 
flashed in the window and roused the witness did not come from 
the train but from ~he· spotlight of the Coast Chard cutter.] 

. 

Charge 2. Events taking place on ~he l'ake could not have had 
any· relatiorr to the sighting because the shore· was 3000 feet away 
and, because of intervening houses and trees, a witness fn the Fitz­
gerald house could not see the lake. [Incorrect conclusion from the 
facts. The beam of a spotlight on a boat moving one or two miles 
offshore (as was the Coast Guard cutter at about 3 A.M. ) could' 
have been seen from the house. The beam of such a light can be 
visible for great distances. Reflected from the clouds and spread 
by the drops of moisture in the air, it could easily have flashed into 
the window with great brilliance.] 

Charge 3a: The spotlight used by the Coast Guard cutter was 
of a type that could not be focused like a searchlight; therefore 
tlie beam coum· not have been reflected from the clouds to the 
FitzgeraiO house. [Incorrect. The spotlight used could operat'e as 
either. a diffuse or a· narrow beam. could be focused like a search­
light, and coula have been reflected from the clouds to the house.] 

Charge 3b. T.he Coast Guard cutter had used its; spotllglit 
and· turned the oeam in· tlie direction of the house only once that 
night~ while signaling another boat at a time two hours earlier 
than the sighting and a place roughly five miles from· the house. 
[The December 1, 195.8, edltion1 of the document gives the distance 
as 4~ miles; th~tg59 edltion gives 5¥2 miles-: Whatever tlie true dis­
tance, the statement is incorrect. A signaling incident did occur 
at· the time and atiout the place specified:. but' it had no relation 
to the Fitzgerald sighting. The light was used frequently in the 
hours between midnight and· 4· A.M., . as; the cutter carried out its 
search for the missing cabin cruiser. In a statement obtained by 
the ·Akron Committe itself, the cliief boatswain's mate affirmed that' 
-subject' spotlight was flashed' on and' off' a numoer of. times during; 
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Aerial Phenomena Group 

, Ohio 

September 29, 1958 

Air Technical Intelligence Center 

Wright-Patterson AFB 
Dayton, Ohio 

Dear Sirs: 
This is to inform you o!' a UFO sighting I had on 

September 21, 1958. I would apvreciate it very much if 
you would send an investicator, or someone to explain 

this h~ppening to me. It was a terribly frightenin~ 

• exper1ence. 
I assure you that I will contact my congressma.n 

about this matter if some action is not taken soon to 

ex-plain 1 t • 

~o private citizen s hould be placed in the path of 

. government devices, if tha t is what it 'tlas. If it v1as 

a space craft, steps must be taken to warn the public. 

• 

The summary included here was prepared by a private 
ufo investigator who interviewed me and the other people 

\~Tho reported strange objects that morning. 

Sincerely, 

e:'y?7 
Mrs • 
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include questions that allowed Mrs. Jt'itzgcrald to express au ncr 
ideas of whnt she hnd seen. [Correct. The questions arc designed to 
elicit observed physical facts; it docs not ask for the witness's in­
terpretations.] 

Charge 7c. They did not take notes during the interview. [Cor­
rect. In 6Jling out the report form they obtained all the necessary 
information. They had been trained not to tnkc additional notes 
because some witnesses become nervous when they sec that their 
remarks are being written down.] 

Basic charge 7· These "omissions .. in proccdnrc proved that the 
sergeants had little intention of making an honest investigation . 
[Incorrect. They omitted no query that might have yielded useful 
evidence. Their duty was to report and try to account for the 
phenomenon observed by Mrs. Fitzgerald, not to record her belief 
in a hypothetical spaceship. The details of structure and motion 
that Mr. C was eager to insert in the record were mere impressions 
bnsed on the assumption that the UFO was a solid object under 
intelligent control.] 

The document repeatedly charged that the investigators asked 
too few questions, and implied that they asked only five of Mrs: 
Fitzgerald-yet she answered all the many questions in the standard 
report form. Furthermore, Mr. C had no way of knowing just how 
many and what questions were asked; during all the latter part 
of the interview he wat outside the house, trying to interrogate Ser­
geant A . 

There is little more to say of the irresponsible attack based on 
the Fitzgerald case. The purpose wa~ obvious. In a letter to one 
scientist who received a copy of the Fitzgerald Report, a member 
of the Akron Comittee bluntly stated that although "the sighting 
was really unimportant," the report had been prepared and dis­
tributed in order to prove that the Air Force investigation was 
"not fair, honest, or scienti6c."[14] 

Perhaps the best comment on this notorious affair nnd on the 
activities of civilian saucer-investigation groups in general is that 
of Dr. Thornton Page, the eminent astronomer who in 1952 served 
on the scientinc panel to evaluate UFO reports (see CT1apter VII). 
After receiving a copy of the Fitzgerald Report, he wrote to a mem­
ber of the Akron Committee: 

.. ~s a scientist I am interested in unexplained phenomena, 
but the one or ones responsible for Mrs. Fitzgerald's sighting is or 
are undoubtedly highly complex. It is just as false to say simply 
that she saw a flying saucer 20 feet in diameter as it is to say that 
she saw nothing, or that she simply saw the train headlight on a 
mist. Certainly, I would not expect a pair of Air Force investigators 
to be able to explain her sighting (and the others) satisfactorily 
from interviews two weeks after the event. It would be ridiculous 
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF 

Galley 1o6-THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 

• 

to propose that a team of experts in the fields of physics, psychology, 
meteorology, engineering and railroading be sent to Sheffield Lake, 
Ohio, to study these sighting from all possible angles . 

•1 have already written to you and to others that your fundamen­
tal error is in oversimplifying your explanations of complex natural 
phenomena by assuming a common cause without justification. If 
you say that everything you cannot understand is caused by grem­
lins, then gremlins are everywhere! And the Air Force would 
need a much larger budget to investigate every sighting or hearing 

or feeling of a gremlin! 
..... The onus is not on the Air Force or me to prove that no 

flying saucer was present that night; the onus is on you and your 
UFO Research Committee to prove that there is no other explana­

tion of what was seen and heard. • 
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UFO at Shef]ield Lake, Ohio 

~· # ' • 

One of th~ most notorious accusations of Air Force slmlduggery, 
made In attempts to procure a Congressional inquiry, was that 
embodied in a saucerian study of the Fitzgerald sighting [ u], 
published by the UFO Research Committee of Akron, Ohio, which 
maintains a close relationship with NICAP. Although the case was 
unimportant and was completely explained, we •hall discuss it in 
detail to illustrate the peculiar views and ntethods of the 1\yJng-

saucer lobbyists. In summary, a strange light observed on a dark night !or roughly • 
half a minUte by a drowsy housewife was converted into a weapon 
to attack the Air Force. The Incident inspired thousands of words 
of argument, cau~d the publication and distribution of a lengthy 
document, used the time of busy investigators, required an other-
wise unnece•I'Y expenditUre of public funds, and evoked an ex· 
change of letterf atnani angry citizens, harassed Congressmen, and 

· I equally harassed Aif Force officials. In all UFO history, no larger 

; . mountain has ever been ttlade !tom so small a molehill . I i On September 30, 1958• the Air Technical Intelligence Center at • 

J Wright-Patterson Air F'orte Bate received a letter from Mrs. William 
Fitzgerald of Sheffield Lake, Ohio, reporting that on Septembet 
•• she had sighted a UFO whith the would like to h,we investi' 
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· UFO Sieht ing 

r~rs 
.-.. .. .. ....... 

·Sheffield Lake, Ohio 
Morning of ~eptomber 21, 1958, app. 3 a.m. 

r~r had gone to bed after watching the la. te movia 
. -

on television. This was about 3 am. She was in bed with her 
eyes 9losed, when the room was illuminated by a. very strone 

• 

light, c~sing her to open her eyes. The witness was as-
tonishe~, because tho window curtains were drawn, ru1d the 
room was "brighter than in the daytime." She then rose, ar.d 

. 
standing on the bed, pulled ba.ck the curtains and loo!<:ed ou.t 

tha window. (see fig. 1 ) 

Looking through the window, the witness aa,., a ro'lnd object 

(see fig. 2) aoout 20 foet in diameter and ten feet from the 

house. The object was travelling slowly in a northerly ni rect­
ion across the ~ront yard, and losing alt1tude. At the ti:ne o 

it ,.,as first si~hted the object was about 6 feet off the ground. 

It proceeded u11til renchin~ a point about 50 feet fro;-:~ the · 

vitnene, in the! lot next door (see fig. :;) Here the object 

ato~ped for seve-ral seo(')nde. It then moved south into the 

front ya.rd to a point aro ut 25 feet from the witness. The 

object made two tie;ht clock,'lise turns, thon shot strai.n:ht up 

and out of sight. 
I 

Close questioning about the mot ion of the object brouBht out 

the following. Durine its move from a position in front of 

the wind~w to· the position in the lot 50 fe£t nortb of t he 
• 

window, the ol .. ject wae deecend.inG lrith a r:otion "like a fe a-
ther dropp inr:." The 'IIi tnes~ explained that this v~s a. alir-h t 

side to aide oscillation. '''hen it returned half way into t i"le 

front yArd, it mnde tHO ti[r,h t turn•• The \·li tnesn thinkfl thn. t 
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During the turning maneuver the object did not tip at all. It 
remained flat during the turns. Then the object ne"' out of 

sight, going straight up. 

The witness was so frightened l)y this experience that she could 

not call out to her husband, who was sleeping in the bed. She 

did try to rouse him by kicking loti th her left foot, but was 
unable to do so. During this time she did not take her eyes 

off the object. 
• 

• 

At this sa.me ti ars old, got out of 

bed to go to tho bathroom. He also was attracted by the bri~ht 
light. Stepping on a heat register to get the nace!J sary he­
ight to see out of the window in his room, he watched tha ob-

• 

joct perform the aame motions described by his mother. However, 
. noi ther party notified the other that he had seen the object. 

noth went to sleep. 

The next morning told hie rather about the sighting, to 

which his father replied " It 'iM just a cad dream. tt Several 

joined her husband and son for ho "'' later l·1rs. 
. 

bre~kfast. It was then that sho began telling her husband 
about the object oha saw. Hr. tioned hie sou 
to keep quiet, and heard his wife ropeat the s·Lory had 

told. The reports coincided in evc') ry po :i.n t, even though 
neithar witnes3 knew of the other when the sighting took 
pl3ce. Thus the object was seen aimul tar,eously and indepen-
dently by t~ persons. · 

i3oth vi tneasea r .eported a noise 1 ike u hum and a whirr com­
bined. "Lil<e a jet engine warming up," said Hrs 

simule.ted tho noise by whistling and humming • 
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The object seemed to be "alutn).num solor." There were no 
lights on in nearby houses, and there a.re no street lights 

in this neighborhood. tX!f«~««KX~«K~i~K~X the sky was 
cloudy. The source of the orieinal bricht li ~ht was not 
definitely established, put was assumed to be ~kK due to 
the object. During the entire perdod of observr-1tion the 

• 

object was visible 1:-ecaase of the li~·ht given off by two 

clouds of glowing eas which the object gave off. This gas 
emanated from two sets of tubes or "machine guee " in the ric. 

The gas did not seem to bo propelling the object. The 
witness says that t~~ light was sufficient to lieht up the 

surrounc1ing ground, but threw no shadows on the pbject i taelf. 
She did not notice if othor shadows ( from telephone pole, etc.) 
were present. The smoke was a gray-pink color. 

The object seemed to be solid, as nothing in the ~~.ck&rou nd 

could be seen through it. It was seen ~~ainst a stationary 
and familiar background. The witness wasllooking down on 
it durine the time it was stetionary, oo her estimates of 

· size and loca~ion must be reasonably accurate, 

The brig ht light which ala rmed Mrs. 'iaa sean by 
• 

:four other peo!>le in the n01f:hborhood. One wome.n heard tho 
wh1rr1~g noise. No one else saw the object. 

'the same ~1eht, at 2a30 am, ~trs. 

Lorain, was starlled by a brie ht liGht which 
made the room she was sleeping Ul like "it was 6 am instead 
of 2 run." She thour ht that the sun had risen. The l ight 
mystified her, so she went to the window to try to di scover 

T.nn~i"" un in the ~SW slcy, she Gaw a red object 
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