PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

I. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

D Was Balleon
24 Jul 58 Las Cruces, New Mexico g ;rnbu:llr Ea”m
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION ossioly Balloon
K27 Mount Time 0 Was Aircraft
L.ed P s BN SR~ 1 B £ P P ot el nmlﬂ‘-w“ld @) M-R“" 0 Pﬂbﬂb:f Aircraft
GMT 25/032 0 AirVisuvel O Air-Intercept Rador | O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTC QURCE ¥ Was Astronomical ‘O teor
O Yes O Probably Aﬂmmmf:nl '
3 No Civilian (Astronomer) O Possibly Astronomicel
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE R S
O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation
0 0 Unknown
- p -

11. COMMENTS
Confirmed meteor sighting,

BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Extremely bright obj -5 or -6 mag (w/
lddgr tail) obsvd by leading astronomer
cover arc fm 320dgr azimuth 35dgr alt
to 100dgr azimuth 20dgr alt, Travel

thus 5dgr per second, almost too slow
for meteor,
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I ' August T, 1958.

. Report of Unidentified Objects
: | :
y  S8ighted in Neighbtorhood of Bermmda on July 15, 1958,
| i (per U.S.A.F, Headquarters Wire of July 15)

These objoots ware quite possibly fireballs or meteors
(tm which, would depend on size and brightness which are not
donﬂb‘d). - I£ they vere large objeots, they could be fireballs
. and, while it would be remarkeble that so many fireballs could de
| .nn dn such a short szpase of time (ten in half an hour), it 1o
not sutsicds ths bounda of possibility.

ol Their varied and sometimes opposite directions would, of
gourse, rule ot any chanoe of them being commected with any
; . single nmormal artificisl satellite,
" It may be interenting to note thaty we have three other -
‘pecent reliable ﬂports of nnwhut slmilar unid-ntifiod objeats, |

1; . as followst . :
..._.§ Las Cruces, N.N. July 2% 03 27 U.P. . 7
, Port.and, Oroson August 1 og §Z _

: . 'eh’PO. 3111. N.Ce August h. Q1 ls

célor' was ot mentioned in the Las Cruces oese. - The Portland
objeet chanced from white to red and vas almost one-fourth of the
wmoon in sise, T™he Chapel 411l ob oot vas one=tenth of tho moon's

~ Giguater and had a largs orange tai. All werse travelling in a
- WOre Or _ess easterly direction. ..

- i gl 1-----'- « ——
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* Also of interest, for whatever the coinocidence may be worth,
! . 48 the faot that the two time intergvals between the lasd
‘v Barmuda westetoe-east sighting, and the Las Cruces and Portlend
; oburutiona have 3 cowron denominator, Of comion basie period,
of cbout 315 mirvutan, The Chapel Hill siphiting cen also b
4ncluded in thio time grouping if we use cna-third of this peried,
_ nanoly, 115 sinutes, as tho cowmon basic period for all throe
. R intervals. (N.B. ¥he Portland sighting time is only very
| A approxizate). ot Sk
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY

SECTION OF UPPER ATMOSPHERE STUDIES
IGY OPTICAL SATELLITE TRACKING PROGRAM

60 GARDEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

July 29, 1925€
(dictated Hn
July 2€,19055)

Captain George T. Gregory
Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright-Patterson Alr Force Base

P. O, Box 9703
Dayton, Ohio

Dear Captaln:

I am on the eve of my departure for Moscow, and I am taking
the liberty of enclosing an itinerary so that you will now whexre
I am and, 1if necessary, can get 1n touch with mé at these places,

I honestly don't ltnow vhich of the alternatives to give
greater welght to. '/hlile the artificlal meteor hynothesls 1s cor-
tainly a possibllity, I do not favor 1¢ myself very much, I thiniz
really 1t was a slow meteor, especlally since it was observed in

the early evening,

Apropos of that, Dr.vcalled me just yesterday to
report an extremely bright object. The data on this is as fol-
lows: 3:27 UT (Zebra) July 25, 1958; 8:27 Mountain Time, An ex-
tremely bright object about minus 5 or minus 6 (that is much
brighter than any of the planets) with a four degree long tail and
emitting sparks as 1t went along, was first sizHed at Azimuth 320
degrees and altitudz: 35 and traversed 100 or so degrees in a great
circle to about 100 degrees Azimuth and 20 degreec altitude, It
covered the 100 degrees in about 20 seconds, thus giving 5 depgrecs
per second, Dr, * a reputable astrono:ner'}]isays that 1in
hls opinion 1t was not a meteor, but again it is a borderline case,
It 1s tgo fagf for a satellite unless the object were a foreign
obJect on 1lts way down. For Instance if the obJject were 20 miles
high, 1t was travelling at 2.7 miles per second, 3Several peopla
saw 1t so fthere's no question of confirmation,
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I'1ll admif that calling everythling a bright meteor is a very
handy thing to do but, until we have definite evidence that it 1is
somethling else, I would still rather favor that explanation, How-
ever, we should keep a list (and we are doing so here) of all these
very bright, slow-moving objects, because intelligence data at a
later date may reveal that some strange things were up there, It
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