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I On 11 'ilarch 1958, at 0900 Zebra , Pan American... Air T:lrl€Ys'';---4;l ight 50 ~, 
! ~ade a radar cont act at a positi on approximatcly_l200 N 08030 w. 

l s aptain , aircr aft commander, r eported that tb·e-return was f irst 
notic ed at a range of 125 miles directly on t rack . Size was about three 

1 t imes t he return produced by a f r e i gh t e r and obJong in s hape . The rate 
· of closure was v ery fast for about 50 miles . When the range was 75 
j miles, the rate of c l osure became normal . At fifty miles range, the 
• r eturn was exac t ly the same as a strong cumulus cloud and had a defi ni te 

cell. At twenty mile range , the r e turn dissipntc d, and a l though the 
v isibi lity was excellent, nothing was sighted . The aircraft was a I ~CGB with RCA radar . Flight alt itude was 17 ,500 feet . 
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1. Data is t oo ljmi ted t o make an analysis. It appears , hoYever,. that 
an.amalous propagation is a str ong possibility since the obse!"Ver irui:ica.ted that 
return was exactly the same as a strong cumulous cloud (retu.""71) at one point . The 
face that the target ("three tjmes the size of a freighter" ) vas not visible at 

t 20 miles with excellent visibility conditi ons see mf'O to preclude the target as. 
1 material. 
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X:.'T!'l: ~. Bryant At"~CIN-4:E4g/Ca'i)t' Grerpry/.m 
Ext 6-92l6/i:!ld3 ~ 263 

1. In accordance with e~sting policies, r equest t he attac.~d UFO 
report be reviewed wit h cozmaen.t as to your findi ngs subud tted her eon • 

3 Incls: 
l. IR-4-58 frm D/ I CAIRC 

(T58-ll264-A, cy #1) 
2. WAC :/11€/;J (UNCL) 

(T58-11264-B, cy :/11) 
3. Track Reports {Unci ) 

(T58-11264-c, cy #1) 
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IJ'J'. • _v. ' DA'rS : 30 Oct 5cl .... CGr·I!'-~~Yl' 
I 

.\FCI:f - 4?.13./:~ .' Pic..ti_s-i,1le::-i,Jc 
7'~201/Bl~ 028/&:a 2-Ll 

!'8. 2 

• 

1. T::e ;:>ir s t of t~ese ::-epo~ed s:!..~¢rti::1gs s ee!lls t 0 _:lllica.te t~1e possi".:>ilit:r ot 
c ,e or -:~ore balloons si:l~e t .1e "tar'?;ets ·.;ere more or less s~tioz:e.r; e xcept r'or 
a.l ';icude changes. T~e radar could ba;r~ broit~m l od: on a Oe.D.oon ~"C r elati·, elJ 11.1'« 
'J.lti t uae .s.nd t!len locked on another at higher altitude vhicn ' IOuld b.a.·Je gi·t~!l r.be 
ir..nn·~ssion tbat a ::-s.:pid ascent of the ~ge·c bad oc<.: u.:-red. Etior ts to sight the 
t..~.:r~et visually failed ..,hicil would indicate e ither a s :nell target s uch as a 
oa'lloon or possibly a false target. The f als e target expl..lnation is considered a 
verJ dma1 1 ~ossibility s~ce a second r~dar repor tedly loc~ed on the same target. 

2 . The second of these r eported sightings seems to indicate a false target 
because of the erratic :nature of the signal r e turn and efforts to sigbt the target 
'lisua) ly failed durj.ng daylight hours. Fa..lse rada.r targets occur occasionally, 
due mainly to a.~spheric and ~ea.ther phenome~J bu~ someti~es d~e to spurious 
Si6Dals f r om various. sources of interference. 
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\_, ,.\ ~ .... ......., " 0.! I rn- 4 - JJ Intelli3eac ~ I . , . - . -----·- -- - - ---- • '----· - - . --

1 Jurin·~ the pen: iod 9 th:rOU'Jh 13 · r~:·c:1 , c ·11· ;~ une:~p la.i nau ld 
1.':1<1:1 ::- conc.J.c~s h::tv~ b2en r.1..td~ by ~quil'Jl"l €::'1~ : .... ~:J.·:ed in .:.·u <. ..taal 
'l.un':J. On t,/l) occ~sion3, alrc:-a.t't Y~ro o~cc;to !' ...: d :tnto t:.te a.:-~~a ~)./ 
lh .. ! -r:.td:t r sit~:':l. w.i tll n.-;g-ative r;~ult:::J. Ict.Jrrog3.tion ol .:.co:::IJ 
o _· ~ :-:::tt or9 l~as ind ic:1.tcd t:1a.t retu r ns W-"re s1:::::-ong :.tnd .2ao ll~r Jis -
tL . ..., .... isheJ ;..a~ om cloud for.:na tlor..s. ';.e t:t<r:ls ve-::-e de:f 1.::1i te ''h~u 

I 

.ts.:;o~ i a ted .nth clouds . Generally the tr:~.cks '1/r::r ~ tr i.t:l6'1 J..1r ·v:o.. rh 
·}e~d of ~,Jvemen t v9=Y arr:~.tlc . 'lo?a~~nt aopears a ~ tim~s to o~ 
·T 1.slv e ac cion. T~e i~c :.dent of 9 - 10 :rarch '.fas t r aGl:aJ b7 run l 
::.~vin~ rad a.c. i)u:-ing per i o d o~ obser 1at ion , radar oaln!:ena nce per ­
~0~_!el chec~ed o u t t~ai~ s ystem t~orouzal; . !n a d d i t ion, lock was 

·Jr0',.an , how'9ve r, t :'la e qui pmen t im..-ned i a te17 picked up -r. arge t and 
!oc ~ed on . A s e c ond tr:~.cking r~dar si ~uated on Ta bog' ~sland , 
loc:;:ed on e 1e r eturn. Target gener:1 lly r emai!led 1.n sa:ne area h a.l! 
·~a7 between r !ldar si ~es . Per sonnel stat i oned at s i t3s :-e,ortad 
sea ~~g red and g r een l i ghts but n o nois e was associa~ed wit ~ l i ~!1 ~s 
{~3 1bility ~as g ood. ~owever , l i3 h~s wer s v 1.s i ble f or onl y a shor -r. 
p e r iod. A commer cial ~light volun t eer e d to i~ves ti gate tar6e~. 
:a w.:1.s vec to:r2d within a hundre d y ards o f t ar5et a nd reported neg a ­
: i7e s i ghting . Targe t f aded out ~t 0208R o n 10 :~arch . 

• 

1\t 10 : 123 on 10 ~arch , search rad a r re9o r ted unidentified 
t ~:1et ~es t of c ana l . A T- 33 f ro~ Boward ?ield was s~nt to i n v9s ­
t ~ ::tts . Neg.:u: i v e r .2sul-r.s . Aircr2::t -vas 1.:.1 ~he .:.r:r.nedi a t e area of 
t~r;at ~i t n negativ3 sigh t i ng . CJttt act wi th t~r~?t was bro~~ n :1t 
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··.l tc co::-·ia~ca wl:h ..Je;:mrt:n-:nt of the .L·.:Jy i:nt,ll ..... ,.: •. .-.;e C.::>_-
1~(~ t .!.·..> n ,Jemo c-and :.un .=:J00 - 7 2'3- 1 1 da t0d 6 A1.1gu..:; t 1Jo7, -: · )J t-:!C t: 
o-rnr. u -~ ·;.:~ n t 1 ') nal Al.rc r a.f i:. " 1 the f o llo·.1 i.1g i '1.:~ o r'Tl:::t t i.o '1. i. ::; ~ 1; ''J'1li t t: ·d · 

l. On 10 · :a:~c h HJ53 1 Capt . •. :t_·old --;: , 3~::t:1lma.1 1 C')~.:-ati0'1.3 
ct'E :....:0r, 7G±th Ant i - Ai2'C":" ::tf":: Ope:-:J.tlons Ceru:.;) r (A.\OC) , 7ort Cl~1ton 
C:l7Ll l Zone 1 rapor-c e d i n.:or-.nation ";oncar:Jln~ !:ha sightJ..•~ of J..n 
tn.!.d~l'lt l.fled flyin~ object . At 2003R, 9 n arc:J. 1~53, 3::l)1lman , as 
D ~.::u t. y Je r an;::) a CoilUllandar .f O ":" _\n 1: i - A i:·cr at t. De.f on.s es , 'V:ld .no "tit iGJ 

•. -:: .1.:..s .1ome by ·.:b.c OpeT:J.t:io:ts Duty C.fticer, .:L\OC, t:1!lt thB AACC 
haa . :Jce i ~, ed a r adar r epor t of a n unlden cif i ~~d air c ::-a £ t appJ:oaching 
1:!1a :' 1cific sid e of t n e 1s tXI1us of Pana.--ua. Stahlma n a 1:"ri•7ed at the 

j A~OC ~t nppro~i2ately 2003R . 

Duri~g the r adar ~=acking ot the f i r st blip ~hicb appea red 
0:1 : !~ ~ radar screen, t 'l'o a dditiona l blips -:v e r e obs e r v e d a 1: 20 4 SR. 

j ':' ~e fi:.~s t e c :1o was identi f i e d as :.1. Chile an Air l ines a ircrut wnich 
l~nded at To cume n Air~rt, Tocumen, aepuolic of Panama . The twu 
othar bl i ps, which wer e not ide n tified, indicated that -she t wo 
obj ~c ts wer e i :J t h e vicinity of For t :{ob be , C.:1.nal Zo n=. A c i v i l i a n 
J..i;~c= ::lf t i n the gen eral vic i::1i t y of the o bjec ts made a 7 isu al 
3ea":"~~ o t t he a r ea wi t h negat ive r~sul ts . The origin:.1l blips we r e 
)i.c:<e d up b y Searc h R3.da r a.nd t hen trans f a rrGd to the Tr.::tck Ciad.ar 
Uolr. l oc a t ed at. Fl amenco Is land , .?o"t" t Am ador, Canal Zone . This 
un .... ': '11..3 a b l e co lock on t he uni d ent i fied o bjec -cs and the :'ollowi:tg 
1n£ ~r~a : ion ~as obtained : , 

Dura~!o~ of R:::tda::- Observa~i.on : 

Loca ci~n of Ra d ar: 
-

~vo 1 ap~roxiillatel7 o~e 
hu~dr~d 7a=ds anart. 

2003R, 
0208R, 

9 ?,{ar ch 1958
1 

to 
10 ' f:::tr c !l l'J58 . 

Ba 1: t e r y 0 1 75-! tb A.-\A Bn , 
Fl:::tmenco l5l3.:Jd 

I 

Location of Object: 
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LJ ~353. (Geo - 'tef . ''!li ­
ta:-y 'Jrid ~8I'?::'"' !1C~ S··s t ·~"il) j 
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?Tev:uling '7iea ther : __ .... ;· 
. , -- - - ,. :. .. - "" ~ ,· 

i) i r ection oi Fl :.z~t : 

.,.., nn ... ..- o-9 ,.,-1.; ., ·n- .. ..,... _..~- - ... -o· \.. . 
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'th t.:; W:l..3 such a :ro:oid ::10v em ent, th. .. l.t ti:l~ '_':-"lc!{ R~J.a~ , . l J.Ch ·:r .:-~s 
·~~:.c ,\ed 01 t..1r g;et , h:ro:t·) t he Tr1.c t·~ .Loc.c .. 1..ntl ,., q_3 u.n.l.0l0 ~o -:..! ~0 1) I 
·,J.t h the n..:icdnt of th.3 C>i.J.jcc t .J . \_; 'i'r-1.-.;:-i: , ... l,h.:- c::t'1 o·• lJ ..Jr; loc :-~d 

1 
on :t. .Jol id object, ··1hlt:h 'Y'l.3 lone i .1 tn~ c~;:;A of t.le t. ;10 un.l.bnl::..·- : 
J. •• ' )J. fly 1Zl:;?; objects, it was as.oumsd tha t tt1-e ob.J e e ';3 ,, ~re so lld. I 
T~c podai0ility th~t t~e si;ht i ngs rn i 3h t l1av~ 0een 1e~th~r ~al~oon~ 
;~~ d1~c ~rded ~hen t:1e Alr Fo ~ca was con~act~d and s~ 1.t~d that 10 

1 

~~1loon3 were in the a!r at that tioe . (~-J) 

:J . On 10 :.·:1.r c ·:1 1 958 , Cn.pt . S ta.."lblan maJa a::1o"'.:ne::- ::- e!Jo r t con­
c~~~ing t~e sigh t i ng o l ~n unidenclfl~d flying object b7 Sea =ch 

{ 
l 

! .. .ld:l.r loc a."ted on Tl.boga Island, :aepub1i c o.f !"~ana:n a . T~t! follo;ving 
l ::u ormat: io n \'l a s obta ined l n regard t o t h e s lght ings: 

I 

• 

'?'iumoer o i Obj acts: 

0~::-at io n of 3~dar Obse r vat i on: 

Location of ~dar : 

Loc l. t i o n ot 00jact : 

'Oro·,~ 1· 1-i ·H7 ... - - - - -""'::) 

• • • 
n~a "C .:le r: 

:!anner oi 7 11 7~ - . 
· --~ ·"'- · 

Altitude : 

S:Jeed: 

One . 

1012R t o l .Jl2R, 
10 Marc h 1958. 

T~boga I sland Radar 
S lte . 

KL 1346. 
:.! i li tary 
:iystem) 

(Geo - Re£ , 
G-ri d Rafer ~nce 

F~o~ an 2r =a t i c t:o 
t~~a~gu l l..:- sha ped 
£l!.gh"!: p a t t:e r n . 

J~d et:a~i~ao le du e t o 
_·:tdar S79 t: ~!Il used. 

I 

v~riable, fro m hove~i~g 
t o appro:c i~ately one 
t'1o ~sand ~1 les pe r ~our 1 

• 
':0::- :-..c ~ Rada::- .!.::di.:: a 1:ed th ~1: tl::!e object -:1oved ·tva:' .f.:-nii\ t·.vo I 

··-:..!. :cd S tat e!::l .Ur .I-'orce j ~t ai ::-cr::lit 1:ha: we"!:'e; ap?ro.ac~:!.ng . \t I 
1 

r-:.l. t t;.3 e .:he spe ed ot t.1e object ·v~s c3.lcu l :lt -a d a t .1 "'J'Jroxi::na "t:ely ! 
jl, .2 :-housa~d "!ii les !)er· hour. T:Hl use o.f T::-::tc!· Ra d ar ·7a;::, t a .rm i:Ja.t:ed 
1.1:: :.~l~R. 

I ~ ')n l l :-!arch l:J5d , ·.t. ~o~r ·• . 3!::-om , .J1Jer1.t 10'1~ Offic~r 
i ~., .. .. !-\.A .. -\ Bn, '"'c r -: Cl.J.7t0 '"1 ; l''l:u_· Zo -::1~. ::-~;or~ed !..~Jo :-:na1: :.o n =~­
i c ~ · 1. • :.>d .f ~or:t 1 ::>a:1 - .-\.J.le :.:- 1 '::t :-! A! .- 1.~ l.f•::; ' i .. Q t c ·") '1 c a :::-a :::.. ~ ~ .... :>. "'1:. dar: ~ :!. ... ~ ~d 
, :1· ::. :; objac"': . • \t 0.?)::-o·c ... nl.+:e ::. .. · -:JOR 1 l l ,3..:-c .n l.JJ~. :..!e ,::>.:...:.ur. o ... ' 
:~:c ~1,~ a1 ::-cr:t~~ C- 309 , ~~:1 ~~ .r ·c o.n Airl! '1as 8C- 6 > ser7~~ 1n i 
l 1 :1i "'"'!"":iflcd e-' .. y!.ng 00, " C t l:J 1c->"7:!:'.J~S -., Or"'!:~ O n :?o:~ ~Ot route . "'1:= i 
l .b; .... ~ "' J."O;Je '1.::-ed ll..Z" . .:;e~ o:1 :1.n t~e 1.• r c :r ar't. ::t':ld v .\.!3 t :-:rre !.!.n.:o; 1n 1. ~ 
\ ·,· : · ."l"'::ts :ar~7 d:::::-~c-:.:ion. , ,.~= · . . : _ .. ·:.- ,· ;:_ ... .. .It=~ :.,... , ·~ -~·'-, j 
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At th~ S:::t:lle t i me Ll:.. S:::on. Tel')Ort"'d ti1:J. t :tn :.l~1 1d~ '1·:.L.t: i: d. • 
'1::.:11 £ \)bj~ cl:. vr1..:3 picked U"J l.Jy •·:r•, ' c; 1ad.:t-· . . . ;: ooj:!ct -n;; _1lo':.:. d. 
.:.n..,; -. a t nppro.d:a.:t"t~ly o;;.):3'R ·ll~.ldin~ ;o · t.1'H"' :i t :t t T~!( 3,~::,··. ...:"1 t . .... I 
,. ,1.;.:1 )lo t, at 0 517:t , th a rJbj '..~ C t r..::tc.l ,,lOVed ~0 T,:\. 5'-31 4 .. 1 '.'. ~·.._,ut:! -
. USt-.::r l.y uL:ec1:ion . --::: l.:lvan minnt~<;:; t) l..tpH 8 d cL.1ri n;; ·u~ <"'vn£ _r·n..t.­
tion of th-7 t hree p lo t:s . At 0:5:3~R, tt1e obj~c..:t :;as sl_;h':ed ·1. t ,._;{ 
·-±~03. I ncoming ai rcrai t C- .:J09 w.1~ i:-1. the :jame a:i:·ea and :1a11k t:'..dar 
:vas a sk9d i.t it •:1as t!l.e s ::t::ne t rack t..,_at wa;;, ,?ic~cd t:-:J .?-~ 2'/iot.s'y 
'fhe 1.:1swer -:1as nega'tiv~. 'rhe objec t was l;1.st 9 lo ttcJ a;: .:..J :.. 2 5~ 

at 0533R, st i ll t r a veling in a &ou :~~ester ly d1rectio~ . 3adar 
con:~ct was lost at 'tha't ti~a . T~e s i z e , sh~pe, or alti'tuda of 
t :!la obj act could n o1: be d e1:eroinad oy r.:tda.r . (:7- 6) 

G2 uSAitC:lRIB co:.rn~fT : 
reqi..!ires that: 

DAiCM ~200-723- 1 ~entioned above 
, 

"T~e Headquarters of t h e nearest 1lajor Ai.r Command s hou ld be no"t i ­
f L.~d o£ s ig!lti:1gs whica come to the attention of Ar.ny =-'ersonnel'' , 
r~..= :)r enced DAIC~t continues , " Alr Force Command e r s hava instruction 
f rom tne De partntent o f the Air Force which cover r eporting on sub-
j ec: ( A:?'R. - 200- 2 : HUniden1: if i e d Flying Obj ~c 1:3 R.aporti:1g, Sbort 
Ti tle: U~OB) ' (U)'' . This oft!ce cont inue s to report intorma1:ion 
as deva loped. 
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kno Hl 

")"'1 . t4-.• tJ • ...:0 

J~~nown ai~cralt 

n.i r cr:J.it in D.!'e a 
f lylnj T~~go Route 
b ut 01\d alvl~~d uy 

inbo·~nd. 
Tocu;nen, 31..3 ~·::c. j 

Unid an t ilied blip belie ved t o be ~~~ther ba l l0cn ) ic~ed 

I • 

20 : 15 

• 

21: 40 

23:45 

').? • . • .::-. 
.-..:J.iJ...., 

00: !4 

J 0;55 

f 02: 10 
I 
I 
Jl1 : 12 
I 
• 

I 

J.G v ..1 

' 

• 

up ~et~een Albrook and Tabog ~. A~J0ars to be orbit1~~-
:io a i r ·c:·a.ffic in ar ea "J.t all. AJ·n..sed \TC of possibi­
lity of object interfer i ng wita ai r ~raff ic. 

1dvis ed that a balloon had been re le~sed earliJr in t~e 
evening at a~proximate ly 1330.R bu-c s hould be do•.vn sou~~­
eas t or Albr ook at present ti~e . 

Tower advised P- 501 (Pan America~ Flight) is claare~ by 
Albrook ATC for DF instructions in order ~o a vo1 d obj~ct. 
Fligh~ P501 will cross the canal over Albrook. 

Distance of object from D Battery (ll~ingo) is 4870 
yards , height 3.5 thousa3d teet . At t he pr~s ent time, ~ 

searchlight from harbor en t r ance control poin~ i s being 
used to ~id in identification pur poses, to be ex e cuted 
by one . .u<'- Na va 1 c rash boat . 

Object now at 6 . 0 feet moving away ·1ery !'apidly -:o the 
s ou-;: n ·.ves 1: • 

~adar a dvises ~na ~ as soo n 
t:1e o bject beca:ne evasi7e. 

~ 

7800 yards f r om s ite . Tvo 

as s ear~n l1.gb t "':lS 3mp loy~d, 
Obj ec~ now at 10 . 0 ie~t, 
retu~ns, one at lO.J f=et , 

other at 08. 

Braniff Flig~t ~00 repor~s neg~tive ~ 1Jhting 
d·J ri ng b r ief i .u'"Jesti=5atJ.Ot\. Radar rr: )Ort J u 
;:,,:)~roxi:Dately : oo yards t!"Ol'Jl obJ~C t . 

~adar repor -:s >;.wo 'Large cs fl OW aporo;nmate ly 
a raniff Fli~ht ~0t) landed at ~047 

0~dar c oncact l ost . 

o l o i::>j act 

100 7ards 

Un~<:lO'V:l aJ. .:-crai-;: a t KJl'.:i~o, speed 2Ju·c ·,0 -=~o.vn ~:.r-
r .... :J..f ;; i n area . Chec~~ '.ti ch 'rocuman, \l..JrrJo.~.t •Yo~ard , \',:"S 
~ C~1. 3 lip v~ry pr~ctic~l . ~~3 .. ·~,cn~d ~~e8d of Jro~ 
~~an s:o~S to 3 ~O~)le ta ~ -oo tor c~7n-a1 cl~DU-35 jp:o.:- · 
::10 '' 1 ~.; :1.~ a.!. :1. 

., . , , .... __ ~o-v3.rd Qryu::-a r: ions 
• 

ta:::;:e ::1 loo "< • I 

IE;q<' .W ~.::P~ C - 33 ,,<. :-borne to '":>•c :< •;:o. ·,-o 'a~ ob~~:-;;. 1 
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