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| PANAMA Diraof Intel, - CAAYC 7/ VIws= r
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| 11 March 1958 11 March 19 B-2
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= RENCES ( Lunirid number, directive, premicus report, eic., 01 applicadle)
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AMARY: (&Znder concise ramnmary of report, Gire significanca in final onesendsnce paragraph. List inclorures af lower loft.
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Cn 11 March 1958, at 03800 Zebra, Pan American AirlinesILlight 209,

. made a radar contact at a position apnrntima ely 1200 N USGSD_J_b“
- ~aptairn S, :ircraft commander,

reported that the return was first
noticed at a range of 125 miles dlrectly on track. Size was about.three
times the return produced by a freighter and oblong in shape The rate
of closure was very fast for about 50 miles. When the range was 795
miles, the rate of closure became normal. At fifty miles range, the
return was exactly the same as a strong cumulus cloud and had a definite
cell. At twenty mile range, the return dissipated, and although. the
visibility was excellent, nothing was sighted. The aircraft was a
DCO8 with RCA radar. Flight altitude was 17,500 feet.
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i 1. Data is too limited to make an analysis. It apoears, however, that E :
{ anamalous propagation is a strong possibility since the observer indicated that ’
1 return was exactly the same as a strong cumulous cloud (returan) at one point. The i
| face that the target ("three times the size of a freighter") was not visible at 1
! 20 miles with excellent visibility conditions seems to preclude the target as 5
, material. |
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l, In accordance with existing policies, request the attached UFO
: report be reviewed with comment as to your findings suumitted hereon,
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i The first of these revorted sightings sesms to indicate tne possivility o
one Oor more balloons since tae targets were more Or less stationary except Ior
altitu chanzes. The radar could have broken lock on a bailoon st relatively low
altitude and then locked on ancther at higner altitude whica would have given the
lﬂDfESniDﬂ that a rapid ascent of the target nad occurred. EfTorts to sigat the

tarzet visually failed whicn would indicate either a smell target such as a
valloon or possibly a false target. The false targzet explanation is considered a
very small possibility since a second radar reportiedly locked on the same target.

2, The second of these reported sizntings seems to indicate a false target
because of the erratic nature of the signal return and efforts to sigat the target
visually failed during daylight hours. False radar targets occur occasionally,
due mainly to atmospheric and we=ather phencmen#l, but scmetimes due to spurious
siznals from various sources cof interference.
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! uring the period £ throuzh 13 Tfarch, thraes unexplainable
| radar contacts have been nmade by eguivment located in y Canal
} 4 :- On two occasions, alrcralt were vectored into the area by ‘f:
.' v radar sites, with negative results, interrogation of scorze T
i onerators has indicated that returns were strong and sasily dis- i
, | tlocuished igi3xrom cloud formations. leturns were definite when !
; associated with clouds., Generally the tracks were trianzular with |
D& dd of movement Yooy (8 PTAat1C., oveament appears at timess to bpDe E
| evyasive action,., The incident of 9 - 10 Marcn was tL1L:¢q DY gun ;
laying radar. During period of observation, radar maintenance per-|
' sonnel checked out taeir system thorouzaly, In addition, lock was |
' hroken, however, thz eguipment lnnﬂdlatﬂlf picked up tarzet and
g | Llocked on, A second tracking radar situated on Taboga Island,
* | 1ocized on the return. Target generally remained in same area hal?f
Emlz between radar sites Personnel stationed at 3it25 renorted

s22iag red and green lig put no noise
'i51bility was good. IHowever, lights
period., A commercial flight volunteered
2 was vectored within a hundred yards of
ive sighting. Tarzet faded outr at 0208R on
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investigate target.
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-1 Accoraance witla Lepartment of the ATy intellizence (ol j |
_ { ia2¢ction Memoran dJm.FﬁhHLJiln—l, dated 8 August 19587 . djeet: } :
| "iUnconventional Aircraf t", the following informat 1aﬂ 15 submittod- |
‘ v
ey . . L bl = . ' J
L. On 10 March 1958, Lapt. larold E, Stahlman, ¢ perations
| CIficer, 764th Anti-Aircraft Operations Center (AAOC)  TFort Clayton o
Canal Zone, reported information fu“cﬂﬂjtn; the sightine of a: A
unlidentified IlJﬁﬂz opject. At 2003 3R, 9 March 1988, Stahlman, as : s
Deguty Defensa ammaﬂd?r for 1nti~ii'ﬂ ralt Defenses, was notifiad
iw Nis home by the Operations Duty L_L_Le*, AAQC, that the AAGC r oS
2aa received a radar rﬁcﬂrt Of an unldentified aircras: aporoaching AL
| the Pacific side of the 1sth mus Oof Panama, Stahlman arrived at the '
AA0C at approximately 20063. |
During the radar trace Xing of the first Dlip which appeared
on tie radar screen, two additlunal 0Dlips were observed at ?0433 {
' The first echo was ident1¥ied as a Chilean Airlines aircr: which

-

landed at Tocumen Alrport, Tocumen, Rs *puniic of Panama. the two
other blips, which were pot identlf ed, indicated that
objects were in the vicinity of Fort &bbne Canal Zone,
aircraft in the general vicinity of the nhjects made g9 visual i
3nur:a Of the area with nezative results., The original Dlips were
icked up by Search Radar and then traasfarred to tie Track Hadar
Unict 1quatad at Flamenco Island, Fort Amador, Canal ;aﬂ,. This

unilt was able to loek on the uqlden ified objects and tae Zollowine
information was obtained:

the two i
A civilian

aundr Ed yards apart

E

buration of Radar Cbservation: 2003R, 5 ! 2
0208R, 10 March 1558.

: location of Radar: Battery D, 754th AAA Bn,
® L 11:1[&!1{'.‘.{3 I:.: land
-

i location of Cbject: LJ 2353.
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' 1 a3 discarded wna2n wiae Air Force was contacted and stated that no
1 y o : &
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1 24 on 10 Marca 13903, Capt. Stanhlman made another reoort con-
i o 3 R et : =N 1 : } 23 Y e L o solt  Tnla . -
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. l.ocation of Object: (L, 1646, (Ceo-Reaf,
Military Grid Reference
r System) i
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Manner of Flight: rom an arratic to a
fangular shaped
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L. Altitude: Jndetarminaplie due to
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_ Speed: variapble, from hovering |
1 i 0 approximately one {
1 - chousand miles ner our|
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: Track Radar indicated that the object moved awav from two |
| United States Air Force jet alrcraf?t that were approaching. & 7 |
| that time the speed of the object was calculatad at approximately *
. _
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westerliy direction., Elevean minutes elapsed during the confirma-
three plots. At 0528R, the object was sighted at LXK

¢303. TIncoming aircraft C-509 was in the same sa and Hawk Radar

was asked if 1t was the same track that was picked up previously.

he answer was negative. The object was last pnlotted at LJ 3254

at UC3368R, still traveling in a Soutawesterly direction. Radar :
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[Headquarters ot the nearest Major Air Command should be noti-
fied orf sightings which come to the attention of Army personnel”,
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At the same time L{. Strom renorted that an unidentiiiecd |
oRject was picked up by Hawk Radar, e object was plotted |
at approximately OS00R heading Northwest at LK Soob., On th E
plot, at C517R, the object had moved to LK 5434 4n =2 South- |

C
ntact was lost at that time. The silze, shape, O
npjact could not be determined by radar =0
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USARCARIB COMMENT: DAI cM #200-722-1 mentioned above

referenced DAICM continues, "Alr Force Commanders hava inmtrLctinna
, | from the Devartment of the Alr Force which cover rn*ar*ing 0a SubD-
ject (AFR-200-=2: "Unidentified Flying Cbjects Reportinz, Short
Title: UFOB)! (U)"™. This office continues to report information
| as devaloped, :
!
i
|
{ !
.
Lo T I
) 1
| |
{ !
: |
' b
[ i
| |
'.
:
'.}f ] ._” J ‘.' . - o
- y = 4 ' - i
Satns 1 5 "‘F—:n_ AT 9.
| ' i T EA .'!,,;'TjI 5
! Cndin s LUl h
[} '-.-“ I :1|
¢ \ | R
l!: | A ‘-::,? -
:r Rt
! ; Py
{ | PSR - it i , 4 i i ; F PRI
i INING.: Thiy documant containa in .F":rr""l: tan adecting the natianal celenan of the United Stacss & W (e meaning of o ‘ "I';";I'E"ll
I m1de Lawa iele 18, U. 5. C., Sections ] wnd 724, [ia tranamuisiion e the peea’dfron af pfa contones 1 ANV aTanner ' | ool iﬁlﬁ.
. ] i srtmid perion (4 prohiditad Dy law. [t may not ba renroduced in whaia of 17 “arr Ly oraer toan yeed Giates " { ‘ '4‘3{%
. | \aoncras, exenpt hv permismon of the Jirector of intelltdence, USAF » | e
| = . e i == 1-‘:#
[ P : , A A
. \ ; AEPLACES AF F 112-PAAT 1. 1 JUN A, SCURITY INFORMATION whe wel 1 BT 1 P
| ) :.h 1 l! Za -'h"'ﬂ\_r"' ‘::li e '1- 'l"-"l. ﬁ 1 r B - v » J“{ L .!‘?. -- -. 'hlj'n LR :i:‘. r'1{'.i; 1“':I"Il'_ll-lﬂI ﬂ!' Akd Tij= 1 'h?i:tl!‘!ta'
4 “ONCLASSIFIE® S o
'n"-.-” o




- A Tﬂrx*“ YR R IR £ AR et ST 6 L
i j...": -u-{;r iﬁl*‘-:' ﬂ#.- = ? y _.-'--‘-ne o .. -"----

By

gml .ﬂmmwd—hﬂuuh MR o bl i i b I ot e T i 0 s N i a b s Lty G e b ok el LA v it ey

-SE"':UF;I 17 INFORMATION whan liilad i{n)
. | -
SUPPLEMENT TO AF FORM 112 |
 mronT o | o
1CiifC?_Di:ac@qr_q:";qLe_ | IH= w00 ABE
.
LATRACTS FROM THE IOG AT MOVEMENT & IDENTIFICATION SECTION ADCC |
, L
$52, Arco J
f
llﬁ.,i Unknown aircralt flyling Tango Route inbound. No kaown
| aircrart in area bput one advised by Tocumen, WHZ BLB ATC. i .
%
045 Unidentified blip believed to be weather ballocn picked }
! » 1 1 i
|

nt

etween Albrook and Taboga. Appears to be orbiting
lr traffic in area at all. Advised ATC s1) '
ty of object interfering with air traffic. R

—_— e

20:45 idvised that a balloon had been released earlier in the %
evening at approximately 1330R but should be down south- T
east of Albrook at present time. R
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21:40 Tower advised P=-301 (Pan American Flight) is cleared by S
Albrook ATC for DF instructions in order to avoid object. H
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: TS } 1 . Hh‘ (2
f Flight 2501 will cross the canal over Albrceok. H¢*@ﬁ
45870 e

23: 495 Distance of object from D Battery (Flamingo) is
ylrda neight 3.3 thousand feet. At the present time,
Parcqligut from harbor entrance control point is being
used to aid in identification purposes, to be executed
by one AF-Naval crdsh boat.
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Object now at 6.0 feet moving away very rapidly to the
: . southwest,

]

¢ 24:00 Radaxr advises that as soon as searchlight was cemployed,
the object became evasive., Object now at 10.0C feet,
7800 yards from site. 7Two returns, one at 10.0 f=et,

other at 08.

I =
brief in?aﬁtiqatlan. Radar reported airc
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du aft was
. approximately 1UO yards {rom obj=ct.
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| 00:55 Ra 3 now aporoximately 100 vards |

1|.I-.- . |

100 landed at Cc047,
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 10: 132 Unknown aircrait at KJ1646, speed 290K. lNo known air-
me 3 1] 1

5 craft in area. Check with Tocumen, lbrook oward, ATC

| c CAA 8lip very practical, has iciaad speed of 900K

| taen slows to a completa stov for weral minutes befor
wovine azain,
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