PROJECT 10073 RECCRD CARD !
1. DATE o 2. LOCATION | 12. CONCLUSIONS
0 Was Balloon
19 I'ebh 58 Topeka, Kansas e grnh??lr gd“wn
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION L e o
l.ocal ‘TGround-Visuel O Ground-Radar g g::h:;;:rfilr:ruh
GMT_19/2200Z 0 Ai~Visual D Air-Intercept Rador |0 Possibly Aircroft
CYes O Probably Astrenomical
:a Neo Military 2 Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 3. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
0O Unknown
1-2 secs one downward
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS
comet-like falling obj, orange flame, |Probably accidental releas2 of
size of dime. Appeared to have tail some obj fm a,/c., Possible day-
four times diameter of obj. Appeared |light meteor, possible burst of
0 rlisintegrate. WX ballonn, Obj evaluated as no
Sidered insaitl-
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A& SINULTANEOUS REPCRT SIGHTING C AE OBJECT FALLILG FRCIT Al -

LY OVER THE CllY OF TOPEKA KANKSAS WAS REPORTED T0 gk

WAS OBSERVED F
| DIRECTION AND THa

MAJOR “PCIE:T OF OBSERVATICH WAS 8 MILES B
OIN v iy HO

SOUTH OF CIVILIAN POSSIELE CAUSE OF

THIS SIGHTING KAS BEEN CONFIRMED, MAJCRMMNNNR:.S OFFERED THE

POSSIECILITY OF A TIPTARK OR DOCR LOET FROM A HIGH ALTITUDE AIRCRATT. <
T

A CHECK WITH ARTC, KANSAS CITY, MNO. RXPORTS NO AIRCRAT
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY

SECTION OF UPPEIR ATMOSPHERE STUDIES
1GY OPTICAL BATILLITE TRACKING PROGRAM
60 GARDEN STREET

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

II.F.
L

aﬂg'i"r e .
ca.ptain George Te Gmgorsr
Hgtrs, Air Teuhn*¢a1 Intelligence Center
o Box 9307 s
%0 Hright-Patterﬂon Air-Force Base, Ohio

Dear Captain:

- LA .--"'\-
g L

2k sent,

=

now have had 8 ahanoe ta look through all the ﬂepﬂrts
d the one con cern#ng the “sa ellite-type sighting” £4¢

Fe . oment, It clear that this awmuld “ut n&vn been 3ny of 4N
7 “4can satellites, nct only because of the zxcessive brightness,
because no American satellite at present cculd be s
- from the northweatf at the latitude of Denver, On L4 T -
.- Were no Known Rnaﬁ*an Sputnik's up, but even had there been 17

. almost incomeceivable that obJEﬂts that bright would escape r=te
tion by ocur Moonwacceh ...Em::a This 1s a copfer; 8o wuch so, that
I wish I had the time and the epp:vtv: Ty “te talk with these Lwr

officers, It ¢ould de thatain casual gdnversation scome ¢clue wig:

be:nbtaine& which 1s not apparent in their repert.

-‘-.

I had an;experiencu the oth& night whizh may bear on thiz,

."'1"1

I hnd been instructing my young Cagdghter in fizuring sidereal 7=

and we had gone cut on the lawn to chesk ~ur “1L?“1iti3n5 when
there cam along a sputnik-liike mbj&**--mfﬁﬁFE“* brightneas, =
speed, correct color, and ¥ almost 3tood azra®t, There was v
sound, A few mirmtes lagér another auch coblect came through in
another direstion, and Cthen a few mlmtes still ancther, &ﬂ the
third one I was able 50 detect over ambient noizes the sound o J
motors. Lights were/not blinking. If the -thsr object had nct
gone through I might honestly be puzzlqi to this qay as o whetl«
I had seen an unknown satellite, I didnit mocw that Jets ever
carried such lights, ..

. _.:‘"

"It 13 alwmost inconcelvable twc such experisnced ;fxﬁ:-*
have made the mistake I had first made, dbut strange things

.,_\.

pen, Iin the ma-utm, I am ha »fi."'!_g thisz observatinn cheeked acs
ail other "unimown sputnikis” that our teams Irom “ime to Gme
ported. \"x

4 As t0 the other f"a.seg. wh42h T am 1 *'t'L ning (T will ret
Denver CABCHRVOLT spon), Xe certainly seemr to nave a fine bar
'ﬂatﬂﬁr observations-~flve of them, TWO '.r'*..?"**.‘ S el Ly NEe

sbJect that was seen the same time on two nights Jusat Delx



(perdcd of "ﬁ'-"“}if"_;._‘f twilight had already bezun), Vega waz, a9 3
Bay, near-the point of sightinz put i€ | as—to-Te that it was
somewhat **“L*‘,.’.J:"‘*i:-‘:'.'-.;- :"?-I.“J fhere wag of course a very {ine snen.
tagular object in The skw m.'ﬁduu tize TuT, unfortunatsly, in
southsastemm aky.ﬂﬂrhﬂ”b anet Venus.was at its brigntest ir the
pre=-sunrise glgy; and I know from pas t experience how easily 1t
can be staken for ar unknown obdjeeot My anly r,uﬁ*ibﬂnLE ot s
que on the stated position and to ~ﬁrL*f1ﬂ thse poesiblility that

Lt“w:a Verms,

The case of the "daylight meteor”" is gre ﬂrly ambleuous,

while a daylight firetall cannat be ruled out, I would myself
favor the agsidental releage of some objleat from an aireraft. Ho
ever, mich hinges on the statement "orenge flame"” If 4% really
was flaming thea it looks as though we must aceredit this to a dan

light meteor., If the: light was simply a bright refleotion of sun.
1ight, then we have the other possibility. In either case, there
is nothing hostile, and I say to thils "tnsuffizient information
be able to distinguish between daylight meteor or obleet falling
from airoraft", I don't think 1t 1is worthwhile to rdrﬁue this one,
although I think if I ¢could talk to the chap a better analysis
might be made, It just oscurs to me that perhaps ‘h# obJect mig
have been a burst weathsr or cosmiec ray balloen, with Tthe refls
tion from the trailing material accounting for the "tail four Limes
the dlametar of object", In fact, I think this 1s a distinct
possibility since it oocurred in the neighnorhood of the muniecipa)
airport from which, I supprose, balioons are Jaunched The time of
observation was 4:00 p.m,, their time which, I velicy e, 18 about
the time of such launghiings, So, three pvsaitiliti:a: daylight
meteor---part of airecrafte--buratad balloon, All harmlegs -ut, I
now tend t0 prefer tha latter,

Y am looking farward to visiting vou in your new quarters---

I hqpe early June,

'

*

"R Ry Sk . Cheers,

JAH:le
Enels.
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