PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS

] - O Wos Balloon

|19 February 1958 Hokkaido, Japan B By Dasen

| 1. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION O Possibly Balleon

| Locel © Ground- Vi suol X Bround-Rodor B et

'l GMT 19/‘00592 0O AirVisuel O Air-Ilntercept Radar O Possibly Aircroft

15. PHOTOS : 6. SOURCE O ‘:u;hh:l!runnmi:ni :

| O Yes (@) robably Astronemice

! 5% No Sketch “llitﬂr}’ D Possibly Astronemical

' 7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 3. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE $X Other_EXDIlOSiOn

! O Insufficiant Doto tor Evaluation

o O Unknown

i— 2 hours ~_one stationary

13, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS

| “dadar report irom Sea of Japan area, Rapid deva2lopment and a/c r=action

; Return gavalnpad rapidly to 2 dense rule out weather nhsnomena and

. cloud tnat expagdaq tO COovVer an arsa equipment malfunction. Explosion
i1pproximately 65 miles long and rose possible cause correlated with
irom an altltudg qf 3,000 ft to 486, IR i8380-508 as explosion. Opservs
UOUft, BReturn similar to weather by fishermen, Also seismic detec
Egzurn_excapt for speedof development, tion of nuclear explosion reportad

| ¥ive aircraft in area all turned towaf from Matsushiro,

| tne2 return and proceeded to the genera
. 4area, Return resembled explosion of

| large munitions ship exploding,
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L L e s T /Rel: UK and ACZ 5/ r .
Subjects Unusual Radar Sighting Associated MC #: 23466 / !ﬁ_; |
With Russian Aircraft Activity AF #: 1165758 1a W |
Source: Det #,5, €13th AC&W Sqdn APO 181, Rpt #: IR=-100-53 % l
San Francisco, California Agency: Hg 39th Alr Div ﬁ%.ésawa AB |
Preparing Officer: ROBERT C. LAIDLAW, Capt, Japan _ |
USAF D,R.: February 27, 1958 |
D.I.: February 19, 1958 !

Set 1/1, Card 1/3 Eval:; B2

. Ref's Nore Given
afo Spec: DE/MT/=mh

Distr: A4F1//Ela-6 cye/LEld-3 eysfﬂz/mf@
Entire Document ; |

While conducting surveillance of Russian aircraft/on 19 Feb 58 at 0059%,
sverations personnel of AC&W Site #45 at Asoiwayama (GECOREF XJGF 3020) (Hokkaido)
Japan observed the rapid development of an unusual radar return on_ FE:S:;@?(HRI)
rpeight finding radar/(see Incl 1), The radar return was from the area of 40°
‘0 min north, latitude, 137°30 min east longatude (in GEOREF Grid XJCQ) over the |
Zea of Japan approximately 80 nautical miles off the Russian Coast (Maritime),

‘ne return developed to a dense cloud that expanded to cover an area approximstel
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Set l/l Gard Q/B‘U NCLASS&E]@E R AR D R o 234,69 |

Rpt #' IR-100-58 . fﬁAf
55 milés 1nng from 44°10 min north 137°10 min east to 45°30 min north 137°40 min /AD
east and approximately 25 miles across which rose from an altitude of 3,000 fEEtZ3
to a final altitude of 46,000 feet. The return was similar o a weather return
except for the speed of its development, appeared at 0059Z and dissipated at
0300Z.- All five Russian aircraft tracks in the area proceeded to the general
vicinity of this phenomenon.'? Observers were unable to describe the return and
associated Russian reaction in terms of any previous experience. Observers stated
that it most nearly resembled & very large explosion such as that of a very large
ammunition ship. A weak low pressure area was located in the Sea cof Japan approxie
mately 41° north latitude. Winds at Site at 20,000 feet were from 260° at 50 knots,
weather was CAVU., The above data was furnished by Capt Henry Kolb, Det 45 Operations
Officer, who wi d event along with 1st Lt. Thomas V. Cole, Ass’t Operations
Officer and Mr. Tech Rep. on GEFPS-6, 30DOICcmments Rapidity of
development plus apparent Russian aircraft reaction would appear to rule out a natural
weather phenomenon or a radar malfunction., Veracity of witnesses is not guestioned.,
No intelligence personnel are assigned at Radar Sites., Site 45 had no radar scope
camera SO a sketch of scope face was substituted. This report delayed due to late
reciept in this Hq (26 Feb 58) and need for preparation of report on reproducable

AF Form 112.
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Set 1/1, Cerd 2/3 Japun/USSR MC #: Mons .7
Rpt #: IB-1886~58 S

A004th AISS, visited Noboru ITO, Chief of the Aviatiocn Administration Secticn
and Toru SAHARA, Chief of the No. 2 Security Section, MARITIVZE SAFSTY EOARD
(MEA) for informeticn cn an alleged explosion off the SIESRIAN coas® on 19
Psbruary 1958,

2. Recently, three unknocwn luminous sightings wers macde off the ccast
cf HOXXAIDO by fishermen ard repcrted to MSA. MEA has rscorded.thmse inci-
dants ‘but will ‘'noct investizate the matter further. 1Ia eacr Instance the
2ightinz wasmade at right. There is rnc repert indicetings =n explesion off
“ha coast of SIBERIA on 19 Fsoruary 1958.

3, A% 1230 heurs (JST) on 31 Octover 1957 fiskermen chserved & pillar
52 £lame 100 m high, 1500 = wast of EMBETSU (LZ43N/1L1LZE) for approximately
15 minutes. The cclor changed frem red to blue then disappesred.

L. A% 2034 heoura (JST) on 1 March 1952 fishermen chserved a 1luminous
oody 4that disappeared aftar 10 adnuies at an eltitude of mrproximatelzy 2,000 nm
in the direction of NOTSURTO POINTZ{A244N/145258) on KUNASEIRI ISLANDe The
~alcr was not determined. At 2103 hours (J3T) cn the s=2me da7, a lumincus
1ody Was cbserved rising. gradually for about 20 minutes then disaprearing near
“APADRATA (ONNERTSU) (4345N/1252¢B)., Tre color was not cartainly idantified,
“u% was nct red or gresn.
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323 1/1, Card 3/3 Japan/USSR MC #1  None
Rpt #: IR-1888-53 =
COMMENTS.OF THE FRSPARING OFFICER: ¢
A% aprroximately 0959 heurs (JST) or 19 february 1958 an nnimewm -
- _Eggncmﬂnaésbalia?!d to have been an explosion, was detsctad at LLZ0ON/1373CE
| at a US radar si%s in JAFAN. The phencmena laszted approximately %wn rours,
' This office checked with sre

Yelaocrclogical Agency for Sarcratric or zeismic
<ata on the premise trat an explozicn was detonated, I+

% Was lgarmed *rai ]
ti8re ware no barcmstric or Sel3nic charges indicative of an exrlizsicn at th
: zdove tire, Negatim infcrmation was alsc obtaired from tre Marities and
4ir Staff Offices of the Defanse dzency.

o4 Officials of :he Metacrological Agesncy stasad

Y o A e S o Ay

UI.E - -E..-" -.E.. m i .-
changs <culd be datacies at weatder stations in JAFAN. The geisnmic igtaction ®
¢ a nuclear explosi~n at ke MATSUSEIRC SIS >

4

LoiCLOCICAL CBSZRT7ATC
%0 have hasen instizated from this S8earch., (Xsrfer to 600.ith ALSS, IR
Sor 2eismic detecticn of USSR nuclear axplesion,)

May 20, 1553




