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| l. DATE

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

2. LOCATION

- -

12. CONCLUSIONS

1 O Was Balloon
12 Jan 58 Spring Hope N.C./Salem, Va. |O Probably S allage
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERYATION L4
L ‘,H »
Local l_:_}_020 EST X Ground-Visual O Ground-Radar g F::h:l;lr;rf;r:rcﬁ
GMT 12/?5 15,05202Z O AirVisual O Air-Intercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft
5. PHOTOS 4. SOURCE 8 Was Astrenemical Meteor
O Yes O Probobly Astronomical
@ No Civili O Possibly Astronomicaol
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVYATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. CCURSE O Other
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
O Unknown
few secs ___one - West
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS

Rnd obj w/short cone trailing appear

The face of
the sphere appeared greenish in colo

10-20 ft in diameter.

the remaining portion appeared fire-
red, The cone was ahout the same

lenzgth as the obj.

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 28 SEP 52)
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Although there appear to bhe

inconsistencies in statements
of observer,
istics maneuvers atc are those
of a typical firehall.
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THE ROANOKE TIHEB, Sunm, Jan. 12, 195‘3-
Strange Cbjects Reported in Sky in This Section

today.

Lo

-

object in thl sky uit.h uhat. appea.rad to

TR

Ho nid ho uw 11:. about. 12:20 l. B,

‘. State Police at Salem received a :'-aporf. grom a man who reported a large

a ball_o: fire trailing it.

.- Strange objects int.he sky created concern in the Roanoke Valley zrea early

“In a.ddition, state police repnrt.ed that the object or objects had bun seen .
by pomns :Ln Floyﬂ Gounty and near Draper in Puluki. -

Or:'x.g:!.n nf the st-rango objtct ns mt. known url: t.oda.y. %
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310 THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNI

31 AND 22, AS AMENDED.
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Dear }ramMEEP®

Your letter addressed to the Morehead Planetarium

\ concerning a sighting of en unidentified flying cbject
.o . on 11 Jamuary 1958 has been referred to this office for

"tﬁw-umm not been conclusively identified

,1 H'h'udlmthlmdnta. However, your report

will be used as part of the Air Force's continuing

' " - study on aerial phencmena.

For your information I am incloging a copy of the
hmwwmfmmtmemmmaect,
dated 5 Eovember 1557. .

- !minﬁerutmdprmptnporﬁnsurthuumung
are appreciatad.

S8incerely,

LANEENCE J. TACKER

lﬁdﬂr, USAF -

Executive Officer

Public Information Division
Office of Informaticon Services

2 Inclosures
1., Fach Sheet

ce: Mr. NN - {orchead Planetarium,

Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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| Jenzand aniel)
SIGMATURE

Chapel [Hijl, N. C.
HANS Syzzested raply t

1. Your lstter to the gorahead Planetarium has bean
referred to the Air Force,

PO0lo@ @1 Bod b+ b s Ve BWD 3 I DT B %S5 ]

2, Your sighting has not bean conclusively identifiec
Your report, however, will be used as a2 xxrkx pa
of our continuing study on aerial phenomena.

3. Your interest and prompt reporting of the matter
is apopreciated.

L (Suggest sending attached summary and DOD release
tu- and cooy of letter to Jenzano.)
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The Morehead Planetarium, one of the
six Zeiss planetariums in the westarn
hemisphers, and the first on any univer-
sity campus, is open for performances
every evening at 8:30; 11:00, 3:00 and 8:30
on Saturday and 3:00, 4:00 and 8:30 on
Suaday. The program ‘is changed fre-
quently . . . There is always something

- aew at the Marehead Plan=tarium. fThe

Morshead Building contains, in addition
to the Planetarium, the permanent Art
Gallery in the Rotuada, and other gal-
leries devoted to temporary art exhibits.

Also, theze are halls for scientific exhibits.

TThe 33-foot Copernican orrery, one of
only two such installations in the world,
is a particularly impresiive mechanism.
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NIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
HE MOREHEAD PLANETARIUM

CHAPEL HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

January 17, 1958

Dept. of Defense

Air Technical Intelligence Center
Washington 25, D.’ C.

Gentlemen:

Enclosed, for your examination and correlation is a report
recently received in this office.

Your reply and comment, if any, will be appreciated.
Cordially,

THE MOREHEAD PILANETARIUM
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HQ USAF, 11 Feb 58, Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salam, Virginia,
12 January 1958
AG 1lst Ind
. _ C '
Hzadquartars, Langlsy Air Force Bass & 836th Air Base Croup, 26 FEB 13958
Langley Air Force Base, Virginia
TO: Commandesr, Air Defense Command, Znt Air Forcs 3ase, Colorado
Springs, Colorado
1l Incl -
> S
ADODI 2d Ind A 4 MAR 1958
HQ ATR DEFENSE COMMAND, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado Springs, '
Colorado |
TC: Commandar, Air Tachnical Intelligencz Center, Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base, Ohio
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTCON

| THE INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF

213T DISTRICT O CE OF SPECIAL INYESTIGAT
, LANGLEY AIR FOR mmmnrpu, 5
File Nos 24-147 % | 11 February 1958

SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Virginia,
12 January 1958

TOs - Commander

Langley Air Force Base
Virginia

This communication confirms information furnished ‘
Major, AO 421112, Intelligence Officer, 345th Bombardment
Wing, Langlsy Air Force Base, Virginia, on 3 February 1958, relative

to an alleged sight'igg,.af an unidentified flying object in the vicinity
of Salem, Virginia,

2. The 12 January 1958 edition of the Roanoke Times, a daily news—
paper published at Roanoke, Virginia, contained the following article:

"Strange Objects Reported in Sky in /

This Section® e
o Saia : i c'_.a-_;:"" : -4
emSsesessnemEs o wgtrange objects in the sky-created coficern in the Roancke '

e

Valley area early today. State Police at Salem received

a report from a man‘iyho reported a large object in the sky

with wvhat appeared to be a ball of fire trailing it. He

said he saw it about 12:20 A.M. In addition, state police o
reported that the object or objects had been'seen by parauna/
in Floyd County and near Draper in Pulaski, Origin of the
strange object was not known early today."

3. On 15 January 1958, Special Agent JOHN R. McNEILL interviewed
Mr. Route 3, Salem, Virginia. WP furzished the
following information concerning the unidentified flying object which
he allegedly sighted on 12 January 1958:

(1) Description of the Objact:
} )
a, Appedr;?d;;am!, with a short cone trailing.

b. Appeared 10-20 feet in diameter, the face of the
sohere appeared greening in color, the remaining portion including the
trailing cone was fire red. The cone appeared to be a cone of fire~
given off from the object itself. The cone was about the same length

as the object itself,

n—_— ——— — — ————

= Eal — Fﬂ‘-‘ b | 1
= ATTICTST TaE CHMLY
: - - - S - = wd Yo il s

(AFR 190-15)
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21st District 0SI (IG) Fila No: 24=147
Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Va., 12 January 1958 11 Feb 1958

ce The forward part of the sphere appeared to be of greenish
fire and the remaining part was red in color.

d. Only one (1) object was cbserved,
e. No formation of any type was noted.

f. The object was void of shape except for its roundness.
and accompanying cone.

g. A trailing cone of what appeared to be fire about as long
as the sphere and was the same color. The face or nose of the object

glowed with a greenish color. J
.’\"'— i, SR ‘7..,_"_.. —t— -
o h. No sound noted. ’

i. No other pertinent or unusual destails.

(2) on of Co 0 s/
PP, e )

a. At 0020 hours, l2January 1958, object observed from living

room of ruaidwwt Object
proceeded in apid course westerly and disappeared after a vsry short e

period of ob sawatiant_ ?

-

SBa e e B —p ek RN
!

b. Prqcueding waatarly
¢c. The object disappnrud over mountains to the west of Salam,
Virginia,

de. Objact althougzh not resembling a meteor, gave off a short
trail of what appeared to be fire.

8, oSame as c apova,

. -t i
f. Objact observed only a faw seconds. T T :
(3) 1 of Observation:
a. Ground visual,
b, No optical aids used,
c. N/A
(4) Time o izhtingz: %
. o ” 0= sl 3"‘“"“:"'_" !
a, 0020 hours EST, 12 January 1958 -
b, Night“”
o,

b i DA ot 16 D A o M e s L



21st District OSI (IG) File No: 24=147
Subj: Unidentified Flying Object, Salem, Va., 12 January 1958 11 Fab 19538

(5) Location of Obsarver:
a. Residence, Rt 3, Salem, Virginia,
(6) Identifying Information on Observer:
a. S :c- 27, NS, Vircinia;

occupation = Buyer of scrap metal for Roanoke Scrap Iron and Metal Company,
Roanoke, Virginia,

(7) ather and W -alo onditions at Time and Place o
Sizhting:

a, Clear weather,

be. No report from nearest weather station,

¢. Ceiling = very clear, visibility unlimited.

d. Visibility unlimited.

e. No cloud formations noted at time of sighting.
f. No thunderstorms in area at time of sighting.

(8) 'No air traffic noted in area at time.

3 T A e L i "}" dilw o PPN ERELRTT i i b e 5 - - o R = - = - =

1 Inels M éx
Drawing or?u version Lt Colonel,/US
of object sighted District Commander

ce: Dir OSI, USAF
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M 112 . (CLASSIFICATION)

“ZUNTRY - | REPORT NO.

S TR=1=53
AR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
Unidentifisd Flying Cbject

- 2EA REPCRTED ON

| (LITAVE BLANK)

s BJECT

FRAOM (dgency )

Hq, 355th Bcnﬁj Wing, TAC, Langlay AF3, ‘{a

Sae s s

_ATE CF REPORT DATE OF INFORMATICN | EVALUATION i
3 Fsb 53 12 Jan 58 F=b

~REZPARED 3Y (Officer)
Clarke E, Johnston, Major, USAF

“IFZIRENCES (Control number, directiive, prarious report, etc., ax applicable)

AFR 200-2, 12 Aug 54 b

-“MMARY: (Enter concise summary nfrrpwt. Gire n‘q-rﬁ,ﬂ:n-nu in sinal onewentence paragraph. Lut iu:la.mr_u - lower left. - Begin téxt of repovt on A J_f'_f‘n-rm 118—Part II.)
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SOURCE

Hq, 21st District OSI, Langls;r AF3, Va

1. On 12 Jar.mnry 1958, the Roanoke Times carried an art.icln stating that an
nﬂdentiried flrlng abject had been seen urly t.hat norning near Salen, vi.rgnia

5. This office requltad Diutrieb Ofrico 21, osz, Langloy AFB, to investigate:
th:l.l roport.b.- _ by 353

‘H

EA e 3-; E-port 1: su]:mittcd on abaoloto u' Form. 112 bemaa arrort.a to cbtain

curmt rom ha:n boen unmeuutul.

CLARKE E. JOHNSTON
Major, USAF
Wing Inballiganco Orricar

137
2e

Illustration of u:jwt
Newspaper art.ich ’ M
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, AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT
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| R
{ 1, On 15 January, Special Agemt John R. McNeill, DO 21, OSI, obtained 3:--*
i the following information from an individual who stated he had seen the object. g
| ~ Bt, 3, Salem, Va., advised sighting a glowing object s
. in the ak;r a.bova Salem on 3.2 Jamuary 1958, - On 15 Jamary S urnished the G
i_ i’onowing infprmation concerning the sighting. ‘;,
% A
._ I C L«U (1) Description of Object: -:
' E % (a) Appeared round, with a short cone trail.’mg. : ,f;;
| .' 3 __r_ Pk e : _i,;;‘;,__;
! . ¥ e b) ' Appeared 10-20 feet Mamet.er, the face of the sphere ks
| i app -' n color, the remaining portion including the trailing cons, e
. .appearing 22dd” The cone appeared to be a cone of fire given off from the iy
] objtct. 1t.aelt. The '‘cone was about the same 1anght. as the object itself, b S ok
‘ sy
| . ,,,.,,: | (c) Furward part. of the sphere appeared to be of graeniuh :.-m;‘;'_‘{
ﬂ.ro and tho rmaining part was red“in color.. - - | PR
i i i G4 ) Dnl.';r one (l) obJect obamad i §ut, '
e &) ‘rho objoct wn m:l.d of shape excert for roundness and e
| acmm cune.,_ s (et Gk R A [ s i S W s . g
| pe 5% RV s A R
_ X (r) S« abOW. 1 aaing’ | | PR 1‘*
e (x) 1 traﬂ.‘l.ng cone nt‘ what appeared to be fire about as long ‘;
{ as the sphere was the same color. The face or nose of the object glowed ' 4 el
| Jah - R i LTSt e WP 0 S 4 g
. | AR e & Lol m—-—f%ﬂ**) o 4 R s | s S
i *“**“(2-)-“ Bdmmim of’ Course of Object: Ry e pe B
& f ; B o I

~ (a) " At 0020 hours, 12 January , object was obseryed from
living room uf rea:ldencc 5 mmm w which faced west, Object Y
_ proceedéd ih & rapid course msturly, disappeared after a very short Ay 2
| periced of observation, - X

(b) - Proceeding westerly.

: (c¢) The ob;luct; diuppoaredl over mountains to the west of

S e LS —

i 44) ijoet nlthough not rumb:ling a meteor gave o.fr a short
trd.l of what a W to be firh [ - -

0 ]

| e L A (Y atore, > QC s
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