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On the • 
even~ng of 16 January 1 958 1 Mr. and Mrs 

_residents of Columbus, Georgia, sighted and reported 
a UFOB over the Columbus-Ft Benning, Geor·gia, area. Information 
concerning this sighting was given to t he Airdrome OD, Lawson 
Army Airfield Command, and relayed to the AC of s, G-2 1 Hq Third 
.u. S. Army, Ft McPherson, Georgia. Information was forwarded by 
Hq Third Army to AC o f S, G-2 1 U. S. Continental Army Command, 
Ft Mo nroe, Virginia, wi th information copy to Hq 35th Air Divi-
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• 

De sc r i p tion o f Objects : • • 

a . S h a n e : 
A rrcigar shaped a nd o blon g " f l yin;; o b jects . 

b . Si ze: " hard to say" , perhaps comparable to size of a C- 97 . 
• 

c . Colo r: b right orange wi th r eddish 
--~~-~~~~--= ting e . 

two ( 2) d. • Number: 1:""-c. ~L-.. s: --~ I 

~~};~---·~::.: 
• 

I 

-:. e ; · Forma tion: one following the othe r. 

"' "'"'- 1 ~tt= ......,._.r _ •· I f. Discernible features or details : It was o~ stated that the ' 
1 ob jects ''faded out and then appeared to c ome bac~''• About seventeen 
I hours after the sighting, - the observing indivi dual could not add to 

t his ·comment.. -: - ... "'· - ~ .. 
• 

I . 

• • 

I ( tapering ?) · off perhaps slightly at tail", wit h very short trails i ·•h ie h might -·h;'_ve_ .been part of the: objects. :. ~ • _ - _ :_ _ ., · ; -: -- - _· 
t ... • • ... .oC'"' 

• • • 

· ~h. Sound: " None reported •.. ·- - ··- .... ~"'· 

I o A 

1 th e 
I 

• 
l.. 

sun 
Other: Objects 
goes down". 

1 2 . Course of Objects : 

looked "like s unlight on a small cloud as 
' 

• • 

• 

I a.. What drew observer's attention? Not specifically reported; 
s eventeen ho~rs after the sighting, the observer stated that he 

1 ::1e re~y sighted the objects visually while d'riving._ -.. _ 

l ow 

• 

b. Initial angle of elevation: 10 degree s . 
Initial azimuth: No t specifically stated, but desc ribed as 

against the western horizon, west of Phenix City , in Alabama. 

c . Final an g le of elevation and azimuth: Not reported. 

• 

d . Flight path and maneuvers: 
·· e oorted. North to south , with n o maneuvers 

-
I 
I e. Manne r of dis appearance: Faded out rather abruptly. 

I 

I 
f . Du ration of sighting: Five (5) minutes. 

~ . Manne r of Observation: 

a . Ground-visual • 

• o . Optical a ids: Non e . 

I . c . Data re observatio n while airborne : 

• 

• 

• 

-

1!: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFOR\IATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THC: UNITED STATES Vi f rl iN 'rHE MEANING OF THE ESPIOUAGE ACT. !0 U S. C­
;1 ANO 32. AS AME~OED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR TilE REVElATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MAN liER TO AM UNAUTiiORIZ£0 P€RSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
IT ~AY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN Y/HOLE OR IN PART, BY OTiiER TtiAN UNITED ~TATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION Oi'THE DIRECTOR OF 
.:cTELLIGENCE. USAF. 
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Time of Sighting : 

a . Hou r a nd da t e : 16/2330Z january 1 9 58 . 

b . Ligh t co ndi tio ns : Dusk, with pcrfcctl,~ clear skies .. · 

Lo catio n o f Observer : Sighting was e ffe cted while dri v ing a n d 
.:1.fter dismounting from vehicle , wit h all s ightings ma de fr o m 
Vic ta:z:y ~D.rive {a~ inain-a-rtery betwe en Fort- nenning and CoJ. umbus , 
Georgia) near King ' s Airport , a local civili a n installation . 
Observer telephoned report to Lawson Army Airfield Command at 
1900 hour s , 16 jan u ary 1958 . 

. ... .. ~ ' • 

Identifying Info r mation on Observer: 
• - . .... - ...-. ·~. -a • 

• • • 

• 

• • 
~. 
• 

Ci vili an : • 
• 

~ Na me : · 
(and wife , who was d r iving in a 

vehic l e , fr om whi ch she d i smo un ted when 
• .. . . 

.. · s i gnalled to d o so by her , husband) ... is a .. r,;. ~ • -
~ :former Army c a p tai n. 

Ag e: 38 -- ~ . 
Ha i ling Address : 
Occupation : 

• 

r 

• -· -. 

• 
• 

· Section, US Army I nfantry Human 
Fort Be nning , Ge orgi a Resear ch 

g 
Unit , 

~ 

' . .., 
Mili tary : 

... -See i tem 11. -
. . ,. • 

• 

• 

--

• • 
•• 

• 

_'Weath e r , and Wi.n ds.:...Alo:ft 
:,Not f urnished . Conditi ons a t Time a n d Place of Sighting : 

• 
3 . ··. Any Othe r Unu sual Activity or ·conditi on : . . -.._. . 

I 9 . Interc eption.··o r Identi:fica tion Ac tion Taken : None • 

I 
' 

• -
• -

• • Negative; 
• • . - ..!,. _ ... ,: .. 

• • 

' 
I 

Location o:f Any Air Traffic i n the Area a t Ti me of S igh t ing : i t em 11 . 
:See 

I 

l 
I 

. 1 ... . 
Name, Rank, Title of Pers~n Re ceiving the Report, a nd Comme nts and 
Actions : Airdrome Offic er of t h e D on Ar my Ai rfield Command, 
Ft Benn i n g , Georgia . On 1 7 Jan 1958 , {the o bserver) stated 
th a t he had seen a simi lar phe no menon once b e f ore " about two months 
a g o". Th e AOD , LAAc , s tated that a n individual (late r i dentified 
as Pfc Gabriel S PERA, US 51397403 , Hq & Hq De t , LAAC ) entered the 
roo m where the teleph one report f rom HARRIS wa s being r eceived a t 
a pprox i mately 1 900~ hours o~ · l6 Janua ry 1958 , remarke d t hat he had 
s e e n what a p pe a r e d to him e two ~t airc r af t , an d volunt a r ily 
dis cussed the ma tter with "7 t e l ephone afte co mpleted 
submitting his r eport . Pfc SP IRA was contacted by OACofS , 0 - 2 , o n 
17 Januar y 1958 , and s t ated s u bs tantially as follows : that he 
(SP ERA) had seen lihat e believed to have b een two j et aircraft 
at a bo u t the time o observation ; t ha t he di scussco the 
sigh ting wi t h by telepho ne; that the over- a11 d escription 
of the objec t s , t e time of their sigh ting , their ~i rection of 
move ment , a?d thei r general locati on '' low a l on g the ho ri 
pretty fa r ~n Alabaman, we r e ag reed upon be ·:ween him a n d 

•• S OOCUMEN T CONTAINS INFOR'4ATIOI'f AFFECTI NG THE N.t.TlOUAl O£rt:NSC: OF THE UNITED STAT£$ >'liTH I :'I Tt-'E MEANING OF T'iE ES?IONAGE ACT.~ U S C.-
"· ; :'.:,.

0
,_ As "''DEo I TS TRANSMISSION oR r HE REVEl.AnDN OF rrs CONTE.' TS IN'"' "'·'"" To " UNAUT"DRI2D P£:so• 1~ PROHIBITED BY "'"· 

;, \lAY NOT BE RE?RODUCC:O IN WHOLE OR IN PART, SY OTHER THAN UNITED SiATES AIR fORC: i\GE!ICIES. EXCEPT BY ?~R .• ~ ISSIC .. OF THE DIP ECTOR Ct I '•TEWGC:!'.CE. I.; SA F. 
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~ }'t:;C.... I ~ ---:-5'r"~ 
!'5o that he wa~ certain that the same;..:..phenomenon was under dis cussion ; 
j-:h at the sun w~s sett..in.g a.t th . .! tim~ , and , although be cou~d ':lot s:e 

l
'::h e je1: a~rcraf1: themselYes , he assumed from the characterJst~cs of 
:he sigh ting he had made that '}et a i r c r aft were actually i nvolved ; 
~h at he was led to t his conclusion by prior experience of jet sight­
ings ; and that he would desc ribe the sighting as "the reflection of 
1: h e sun on t he exhaust of two j ets 11 • agreed on 1 7 Jan 58 
that he a nd SPERA had obse r ved the same p e no menon, but was unpre­
pa r ed to lend personal credence to t b~- vie!! -~ l:!.at the sighting had . 
actually .. been~a·r-je·t ai'rcra:ft, and equally unprepared to say that 
t he sighting definitely was not of jet a ir9raft ; he simply s tated 
that t he phenomenon remained unexplained to him. Actual suPset on 
16 jan 58 wa~ at 1759 hours . ' ; 

....... ~ ·- ... '! ·- - -Pnysical: Evidence: None. 
• 

1 2.· 
\. . ' 

COMMENTS o~ Ereparing Officer: , 
.. ~ .l .,. ••. - • > . ' 
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' .. . . ... . -. .. . 
Descript~on o:( obj ects · and circumstanc~s indicates that . they 

probably were non-persistent contrails from a formation of tw~ jet 
aircraft •. Sun's position low on horizon could have caused the . 

• 

• 
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