PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE | 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
Was Balloon

y 15 Decomhar___lsﬁ'? Elmendorf AFB, Alaska Probably Balloon

3. DATE-TIME GROUP Possibly Balloon

Was Aireraft
O Ground-Radar Probably Aircraft

4. TYPE OF OBSERVYATION
T BSOS 0 . N S 0O Ground-VYisual
cmMT__16/0040 XX Air Vi sual
5. PHOTOS ‘ URCE
D Yes

Ne

X Was Astrenomicol
Probably Astronomical
Possibly Astronemical

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS
8 secnds
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING

Round, brilliant blue-white object,
size of silver dollar, Similar in
appearance to falling star or burning
magnesium flare., Approx 2 ft in length,
was falling straght down and appeared
fuzzy at the edges. Trailed black

smoke then burst into yellow flame &
appeared to disintegrate,
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9. COURSE Other___
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1. COMMENTS

Undoubtedly a meteor from thé
Geminids,shower,
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Venus Is Christmas Star

A crescent moon and the planet Venus will be close to-

gether on December 24, making a brilliant pair that lights

the Christmas sky.
By JAMES STOKLEY

» This vear we will have a real Christunas

ar. The planet Venus, which has beea i |

creasing in prominence dyring the auunna,
“-ai" be a1t s greatest belliunce on Dee.

\trer the skv gets dark, around thix date,
Venus will be blazing i the southwest,
unml 1t fuilows the sun beiow the honzon,
more than thiee hours later. But even this
will nut be the full extent of the display.
On the 24ch, the moon, in 4 creseent phuse,
three davs after dhe new moun, Wil
just to the north of Yenus While (he
dosest approach comes, for Amertcans, Jur.
g dayhgh? hours, they will snll he lime
wgether that evening, Chrisnnas sve, o
will form a stnking backdrop for the
carolers singing therr Yuleude greeting.

“znus 13 the onlv planet that cun be seen
well on December evenings. Om the seventh,
\Mercury 8 farthest east of the sun. and
will remuin briefly in the southiwestern ky
after the sun has set. Posarbly, if you have
a very clear view in thae direcnion, .nd
look closely, you can get a ghmpse ot thuy
inermost of all the pl.mttl. but this 11 not
relly a2 favorable nme to see _Mercury.

No planem appear oa the accompanying
viaps of the December ewvening skies, for
these show therr 2 rance later in the
evening, after Venus has set. They are
virawn fur about 10:400 pan., your own kind
Lind of srandard ome, on Dec. |, and an
howr carlier at the muddle ot the nonth

In the southrast there s now visible the
brilliant array of stars which make the skies
of the winter eveming so beauniul.

Dog-Star Ils Srightest

Brightest of wiese stars is Sirius. the dog-
star, part of Canis Major, the graat dog,
shown near the horizoa. However, its low
aintude causes a parnal diounutoo of is
“ight. Later in the night it climbs higher
'n the wourhern sky and is rhen even nore
CHNSDICUTUS.

Oa the astronomier's scale of sar brighe
n2ssey, Sirius is of magnitude minus 1.4,
which imcans that it exceeds any other sur
at we can see in the nighrime sky. Com.
cared to Venus, however, it is relaovely
fuing, for the magmmude of that plaoet s
miius 44, Venus now s neasly 16 Himes
s hoghit as Sinus.

Adove Sinus, Orioa. the warriur,
cen. o dus groun are iwo brwac itars of
the “hrst magnitude”: HBerelgeus, 1 the
letr, and Rigrel, a2 little lower and m the
right Between them & a row of three
fainrer stars that form Onon's bell

Direetly above Onoa w Taurus, the bull,
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with Aldebaran as the brightest siar: dis
tiwdy red in hue, it is casy to idennty.

To the left of Taurus 18 Aunga, the
charioteer, with the saar Capella, another of
the hrst magnitude.

Dewending from Capells, we come to
Gemini, the twins, with the stars clled
Castor and Pollux, of which the latter s
the bprighter. Aad berween Germuni and
Canis Major stands Canis Minor, the lesser
dog, with Procyon as the brighrest suar.

Over toward the southwest are found
the retnnants of the constellabons ot the
autuinn evenings. Near the horizon, a3
hown on the maps. or higher if it ts sacher
in the cvening, 15 Vega, about all that is
seew of Lyra, the lyre. Above and to the
lete i1 Cvgnus, the swan. with  Deneb.
While Vega and Deneb bnth are first mag-
qrude stars, their low alnmide makes then
hock ainrer.

Alwut 3:30 2. m., at the beginning of
{Yeceinber, and 1:30 a. m., at t.h.c endd,
Inoer phn-ct Jupiter, appcars in the
southeast, in Virgo, the virgin. It bright.
ness now i3 just about the same as that
of Sirtus. Mars, of the sexond magnitude,
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rises later, about two hours before the sun,
in Libra, the scales

IE, on Chrisonas eve, when the crescent
moon is standing neacby, you look at Venus
through a telescope, you will find that 1t
also is in 2 crescent phase.

Crescont Venus

It will not be quite as thin 2 crescent as
tl.at n{the:mmn. but more Like the moon
soene two days later, or about five days after
It 1S new,

The reason for tht lunar phases is found
in the fact that, 3s the nwon revolves around
the carth, 1t s 0 our view varying
amounts of its illuminated hemisphere

At new, it is practically between the sun
and us: the sunlit half is endrely mrned
away and we see nothing. But 2 few days
lates, a3 the moon swings astward from
the direction of the sun, it remains in the
western sky for a while afrer the sun has
set. A narrow shiver of the bright half then
Appéars 1o us, as a crescent. Then, as it
swings soll Grther away from the sun,
half, threequarters, and fmally ail, of the
sunlit side is presented to us, bringing the
full moon.

This takes about two weeks. During the
next two weeks the changes occur in reverse
order, and the moon is new once again.

Something similar' happens to Venus
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:‘ l.ike oz muon, it has no light of 1ts own 37 11:00 pm. Mooa farthest, distance 191,300 _E
% but is illuminated by the sun, so that one mrles. ;
{ half s bright and the opposite half durk. a8 n1:%3 p.m. Moon in first quarter.

<
Last Apri 14 1t was out beyond the sun, Mgh::t;:ah;‘r; ST, two baurs for 3
earthwards. Since then it has been moving . & x
and is now coming between the earth and r
sun. Thus, most of its sunlit hemisphere is
rurned :mr. and we have a crescent phase.
5 On Jan. 28 it will be, nearly, directiy
: between us and the sun, and this will
correspond to new Thoon. After that it will
become a crescent again, yisible in thc
morning sky before sunrise.
Unlike the moon, Venus is always so
[ar away that only through a telescope m:-
L its phases. visible, |
;s The phases of delﬁufmmtbmoi
E it the moon mn another respect
B hthemmvdtmddwunh.m§
: Jistance does not change greatly, only
fromm about .‘le mllﬂ tn 253(.!1} miles. '
Thus there is no grest in its ap- E
parent size, and du: dumﬂ:r nf the full
moon s about the same as when icis in 2 !
narrow crescent phase. But when Venus is
Y fuil:tuﬂlﬁrbtynm]thcmnbmt;‘

"
ify-

£ 161,000,000 miles away. Iunbrﬁn:thrm- R e
mas it will be less than 40,000000 miles l_'_} '
away, and on Jan. 28 i3 dismance will be _.'.:?:;-: J |

: aboue 26,000,000 miles. Thus, as o gets §° &
i near the “new” phase, it is much larger, § -~ 7
scemingly, in the iy

That is why it is brighrest when a cres
cent. Although less than halt of the bright
- side is visible © ws, 18 prommuty more t
5 thnnnukﬂupfwthu,mdthrpmwe.
can sce fills the largest area of the sky.

Then it is at the greatest brilliance.

4 { Winter Arrvives
' On Dec. 21 the sun, which has apparently
been traveling southward in the sky since
. last [une, ruchu its southernmast point.
4 This is the winter solstice—the beginning
24 of winter in the Northern Hemisphere—and -
$ it occurs ac 92499 p. m., EST.
B At that moment the sun will be directly
: over a poiat near the eastern edge of the
Arunts M*‘ which it ia Aosmlia, on
the border betw Qneudand and the

mmvﬂmm
y Dec. EST + - ==
3 Emp.u-‘-hl ﬂdt:ri.?umn)
i y 1:16 am. Ful‘l monn.

3 :u:nnp.m Seturn.on Bar ™ie of sun, dis- -

fance 1,430,000,007 Mules,'

3 carlyam. Gemind mctedr shower, me-
trors appasently raduanng l'nn
consteilation of Gemuaw

midmght Mooa nearest, dstance 130,100
miles.
14 12:4% 2.m, Mbon in ket

0 11:0e pum. Algol ' .
1:13 am. New Moon, -
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N0 €33 (INFORMATION ONLY) 12Dec 57
Chatham, Cznada

SO | /C’A:V,.f#/ SpocrkaS ! iRy &

MYSTERY SKY OBJKCT ; | 3 ‘
The OPP is Investigating an ui'- | 1
dentified “flluminated object” which ’
darted over Eatonville 30 miles east
of Chatham, Ontario, Canada, Dec.
12, 1957. It was headed in the direc-
tion of Windser, ‘
Witnesses couid give no explana-
tion of the strange sight, but said l
|

the phenomena was “much brighler
and lower than any star.”

1t was first spotted about 7T p.m,,
by Mrs. Robert Mcore of RR 2, near
Bienhelm. She sald it drew an arc
over Eatonvtilie and continued In a
westward direction. -

“At first T thought It was a star
but it was a hundred times brirhter.

“It was the size of a football and
appeared quite low In the 3ky.”

Distriet radar units reported

|

helght at from 35,000 to 40,000 feet, |
Const. Ted Wickens of Chatham, ?
and John McPherson of Ridgetown |
OPP were sent to the scene and both |
saw the object. | |
Wickens said he saw the cbject in | |
flight for over 20 minutes, 1,
“It was far too bright for a meteor |
or star.” |
Telephone lines into OPP head-
quarters In Chatham were !{ammed
with calis from persons who sighted |
the objert and o7l defense unils
irom as far away a2s Peterboro. J
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NO CASE (INFORMATION ONLY)
SOURCE : FLYING SAUCER MAGAZINE
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~ Belleville, Illinois. About 6 miles

'clearly upon the “object” (sunrise)
that it appeared ‘as an intense
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AM, na atranﬂ light was seen over

southeast 13 located what is known
as Scott Alr Base (Army Training-
Base). The time that I had the
pleasure of seeing “object” in ques-
tlon was about 8:05 A.M.,, hovering
very stationary over Collinville, Illi-
noils which city is located thout 6
miles North of Belleville. -

At this time, the sun lhown 50

SILVER light., It appeared as you
would hold a silver dollar at arm’s

slightly showing its. bottom- side. .

'.‘i

length edge toward you and tilt it .-

Our Government reported thu u

& weather balloon. . ... . ot
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637 N. oth 8t -
" E. St Louis, 1L

¢

Harold Parvin

13 December 1957
» Lllinois
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16 - 31 CICIMES
DATE LOCLTION
17 testchester, New York
17 Atlantic Ocean (8 of Berwuda)
17 Colorado Springs, Coloraco
17 fruita, Colorado
i i Sefinsr, Florida
118 Atlantis Ocean (W of Gibralter)
18 - Oklahcma City, Oklahoma
13 " Yakima, Vashington
19 Perperell AFB, Hewfoundlanc
19 Cznal Ione, Panama
. 20-21 Teizhuns, Formosa
2l - Waverly, Iowa
21 LaGranze, Georgils
21 - Daytor, Okio
2l ¥ansas City, Misscuri
22 Her:ar:*"ire, Znsland
22 Daytor, Caio
22 Atlante, S=or:la
22 Bill, “ereming
23 Se2 of Jzpern (2 of Vialivostok)
24 Harietfe, Jegor.
25 south Peas: ]
27 Littlenoh, th "qﬂpghire
27 Paliaser,
2T Clarzsvi’ll
a Livernors
28 Bligazetk
29 51 Pase, Te:
30 hew Orlszns,
31 Pariwview, C=2li
2k Duluth, linnescts
ADDITIONAL REPORTED
DATE TOCATIO
Dec Universs
15 San itepous, Erazil
16 Ol¢ “aybrcok, Connecticut
21 Poata Poran, EBrezil
30 Lraxsstown, niev Jercey
31 stociknolm, Swecen

SIGHTINGS

R 1957

-Militery Air

M 1itery Air

Military Vis & RADAR

ulti (8 sightings)

¥ilitary Air & RADAR
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Science llews Ltr
WEHJGlipping
Hewsclipping
Newsclippin:
Newsclippines

Space Craft Digest

EVALUATION

Insufficient Iata
tstro (M3 ZORg
rstro (1-'...-_..-03
UNIDZNTISIED
Insufiicient Data
Astro (METZOR)
tiverait
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Dalloon
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Insufficient Dete
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Insufficient Data
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Insufficient Date
Astro (M2TZOR)
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tstre (MITROR)

- Insufficient Data

Lstro (LETZ0R)
Insufficient Datz
tstro (VENUS)
Alreraft
Lircralt
Alrcralt
Aircralt
Insutificiant
Insufficient
BEalloon
Insufficient

Data
Nata

Dsta

|:“""rA TyYram=
-‘Jli-.h*J 5

/

g — g,

—




