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4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION
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aARAPSYLars

06/03007Z O Air-Intercept Rodor
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12. CONCLUSIONS

Wos Bolloon
Probobly Bolloon
Possibly Bolloon

Waos Aircraft
Probobly Airereft
Possibly Aireraft

Wos Astronomicel

O Yes Probably Astrenomicel
4 Ne Civilian Dx Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTHM OF.OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE D Oth-r___________EE}_f
O Insufficient Dete for Evaluation
20 minutes one SW a s
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS
Object sl1ze of basketball, silve Venus in the SSW, now sO bright
changing to red, appeared to be rotau many newspapers and astro journadld
ing & descending on a SW nheading. have publicity commenting on it,
Ffaded just apove horizon, (publicly commented on 1it,.)
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ASTRONOMY

Venus, the only planet now visible in the evening, is
a brilliant object in the sky and will scon be joined by the

Lecnids, "shooting stars.”

By JAMES STOKLEY

» THAT BRILLIANT object
the sputhisestezo sky these evenings as dark-
ness falls is not an airplane, a flying saucer,

or some bright light hung in the sky as pm/

of an experiment.

~ not in Pegasus at all, but in the neighboring

group of Andromeda. This consteilation
nts the Ethiopian princess who, ac

you see in  cording to mythology, m::hamcdm: rock

tobednuumdbya sea monster, represented
by the constellation of Cetus, the whale, in
the south. Fortunately, she was rescued by
thchern,l’uucu,whoum in the north.

What you see 1s the phntt Venus, gow  east

rsaching its greatest prowinence, which
comes just before :ts disappearance fl'tl!_l
the evening sky carly in 1958, -

Venus is far hnght:r than any other star
Elmﬂ"m'j' scen in the night EE% and there
i"i no Ity in identifying it. Indeed, it

can be observed long before the sky is dark.
In fact, if you know where to look, you can
cven see 1t in broad davlight! -

After it passed behind the sun last.April
14, Venus has gradually been drawing to
the east of that bodv. That meant that it
tnllowed the sun in its daily motion across
the skv. and so remained visible in the west
after the sun had set On Nov. 18 it will

be farrher east of the sun, hence remaining -

in the sky for the longest time after sunset,

nearly three hours. After that it will start .

moving toward the sun :g:n'n.

Because of its early settung, Venus does
not appear on the accompanying maps of
the MNovember evening skies, which show
their appearance about 10:00 p.m., your own

kind of standard tume, at the first of Novem--
ber, 9:00 p.m. on the lirhandamp.m.m 23

the "(hh.
Bright ilnls in the Sky

These maps do, however, show I}.l: stars
that are now visible.

Toward the ‘Iﬂ:’ltl.l I)cneﬁ, at the tq:ld.
the “northern cross,” which is really part

of the constellation of Cygnus, the swan.
Dened s in the bird's tul; in fact, the word
's Arabic and means r:nl." The crosspiece

represents the wings, and the lower part of

the cross his long neck, stretched forward
in flight At the head is Albireo, a star of
the second magnitude on the Ilt:ronumzul
brightness scale. Below Cygnus is another
first-magnitude star, Vega, in Lyra, the lyre
To the left is another bird, Aquila, the
cagle, with the sar Aluir.

High in the south
stars that form the “great square,” part of
the constellation of Pesgasus, the winged
horse. Although these are not among the
Hng*ﬂ:ﬂ

makes them a good starting place from
whih to find other groups. The borse,

actually, is upside down in the sky, as tap

row of stars extending westward from the
'ower right corner of thc square I.I his hﬂdl
The -.urz the uppu ng:ht.

*w

lﬁ, :.-u-i'nt..t.rfh Q. ﬁ-‘u “'-';'-'i"

_.mthenorth,:
# _:buuPohﬁz,the

A

you can see the four

their characteristie mmgmt'

Andromeda’s modzu- Cassiopeia, is seen
p forming the letter M,
polr: star. Mmg:idc her
 is her husband, the king, Cepheus.
Turning now toward the cast, we can see

what is generally considered to be the finest

| :nnst:.lhm in the :k}' making its debut for

themm.

Orion: Season’s Finest
This is Orion, the warrior, easily recog-

- mized because of the three stars in 2 row

that form his belt. To the left is Betel
geuse, o the right is Ri
magnitude, although being so low in the
sky they do not appear as bright as they

gel, both of the first

:  Venus Most Prominent

will 1n the CENMINg months L hen v
see them high ut the wouth,

Just above Oron 1 Tanrus. the #of
Urtiliant Aldebaran, and o the lerr of
hgure stands Auniga, the chanoteer, o
Arst magnitude Capella.

Although only Venus 15 now visible |
the evening, two other planets appear in -
southeast before sunrise. Erightest of 1 -
1s ]I.Ipit‘l‘:f, m the constellation of Virgo
virgin. 1t is close to the bright star §p..
However, it exceeds the star in brllia
about ten tumes.

Farther east 1s Mars, rising .ibout an henn
ahead of the sun. Its brightness s aboo
half that of Spica. Mercury and Sutin
are both 100 near the sun to be casly visih h-
in November.

Shower of "Siuﬁ" to Come ;

November 15 the month bringing one o
the year's famous showers of metcors, .
“shooting stars,” which appear from abuo
the 13th to the 16th. | |

They are most numerous afrer midngia
because then we are on the forward side «
the earth in :ts annual movement aroun:
the sun. Thus, we meet them lwadod

g

This is different from the evening he-y
when we are on the rearward part, and
only those that catch up to us
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