B 1Y PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

1. DATE 2. LOCATION

1957

2L November
3. DATE-TIME GROUP

Houm, Alabama
4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Locel O Ground-Visvel XQ Ground-Roder
GUT 21/06007 O AirVisuel D Air-Intercept Radar
5. PHOTOS ¢ S"UUR‘
XQ Yes Military
O Ne

0ooQ OO0 OO0 o000

7. LENGTH OF O3SERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE

L

not g£iven one down
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12. CONCLUSIONS

Wos Bolloen
Probably Belloon
Possibly Belleon

Was Aircraft
Probably Aireroft
Possibly Aircraft

Was Astronemical
Probably Astronomicol
Possibly Astronomical

Other_L ratury
Insufficient Dota for Evoluation
Unknown

a130

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING
Radar picked up target 1O nmiles
long and 10 miles wide. Civil air-
planes were unable to pick up target,

1. COMMENTS
Lacking any

De considered a
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of so huge an object, it

visual obsarvation
must
return.
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7 CONLR §57 ACWRCN HOUN ALA™ - "TTLTG 338335Z BOCK e
TO CCMDR ATIC WP AFB OHIO _-

)OP5 Z%%Le FOR CIC STEWART AFE NEWBURGHs
WPOCATE M=128, 22 NOVEMBER 57. OBSERVATION TIMES FROM >
21 NCVEMBER 57 96927 TO 285GZ CR 23%% TC 2257 CENTRAL STANDARD Li X S
TIMEe WILLIAM H STUCD SECOND LT UNITED STATES AIR FORCE /f,,
AO 3355815 OF 657 ACFT CONTRCL AND WARMING SQUALRON MADE DUX por.
OBEERVATION. THE GEO REF OT TEIS STATICN IF FJO 3343,
AFF SERGEANT SHENKLZBURG, AIR FORCE SPECIALITY CODE 27357,
LﬂFF SLRGZANT STEWARTy AIR FORCE SPECIALITY CODE 2735% AND
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS WRIGHT, AIR FCRCE SPECIALITY CCDE 2735%2.
ALL OBSZRVED THIS TRACKe SERGEANT SHENKLEBURGS EXPERIENCE 5 YEARS,
SERGEANTS STEWARTS EXPERIENCE 4 YEARS AND AIRMAN WRIGHTS
“XPERIENCE 2 AND i1 HALF YEARSe 11 FRCM THEIS STATICN VISUALLY OBSERVEL
THE TARGETe. NC KNCWN VISUAL OBSERVATICNS WERE MADE BY ANYCNE.
SCOPE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN WITH A PICTURE EEING TAKEN EVERY 15
MINUTES DUE TO TARGETS LOW SPEEDe THE FIS WILL BE FORWARDED AT A
LATER DATE. THE TRACK NUMBER WAS QD5S. THE TARGET HAD A SPEED.
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PAGE TWO

KNOTS' THE TOP OF HEIGHT RANGE INDICATCR INDICATION WAS 168, %23
F‘ET AND THE AVERAGE BEING 12, 22 FEET. SEE REMARKS SECTION.
N0 ACFT WERE SCRAMBLEL CN THIS TRACK. CIVIL ArRCNAUIIC“ g g
ADMINISTRATION HAD BEEN NOTIFIED OF THE SITUATION ADN 2 CO?HERCIAL
AIRLINERS PASSING 35 MILES NCRTH OF THE TRACK SEARCHED OVER IT
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ON THLIR RALAR EQUIPMENT WITH NEGATIVE RESULTSe IT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

TEAT THIS WAS AT A TINE WHEN THE TRACK WAS ONLY 3% MILES FROM
THIS STATICN AND IT HAL BECONME VERY WEAK AND WAS BEGINNING

TG FADE INTO THE GROUND CLUTTERe IT ALSO WAS AT A MUCH LOVER
ALTITUDE AT THIS TIME. WE FIRST PICKED UP THIS TARGET I TALKELD

TO BOTH SHCRTHORN €747 AIRCRAFT CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRON)

AND GOATEE (653 AIRCRAFT CONTROL AND WARNING SQUADRCN)s THEY BOTH
HKAD RADAR CONTACT AND BOTH ASSUMED TO BE WEATHER. I DID NCT
BECOME CONCERNED WITH THE TRACK UNTIL WE HAD OBSERVED IT FOR A
WHILE AND IT HAD MOVED ABOUT 42 MILES TOWARDS TEIS STATIONs

AT THIS TIME BOTH THE OTHER SITES HAD LOST CONTACT WITH IT

DUE TO RANGE. LIZUTENANT BECK WAS ON DUTY AT 747 AIRCRAFT

CONTRCL AND WARMING SQUADRCH AND LT CAHILL AT &53 AIRCRAFT CONTRCL
AND WARNING SQUADRONe THE TARGET WAS OBSERVED ON MPS-7 AND MPS-1k4
RADAR EQUIPMENT. THE SEARCH SCOPES WERE UPA=35 AND OA-175,
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THE HEIGHT RANGE SCOPE WAS OA=27%. NO MAINTENANCE DIFFICULTIES
HAD BEEN ENCOUNTERED RECENTLYe A THYRATFRCN TYPE MODULATOR IS
USED IN BOTH SCTS. THE AUTOMATIC FREQUENCY RADAR CONTROL CIRCUIT
WAS. OPERATING PRQPERLYe THIS_STATION. EYPERIGNCES.THE. USUAL.INTERFFRENCES
ENCOUNTERED IN RADAR AND ALL PERSONNELL ARE FAMILIAR WITH IT.

ALL PERSONNEL ARE FAMILIAR WITH AP ON THE EQUIPMENT USEDs

THERE WAS NO AP EXTENDING THE GRCUND CLUTTER AT THE TIME OF THE
OBSERVATIONs THE TARGET WAS MUCH LARGER THAN NORMAL_TRAFEIG.-——

RADAR RETURNSs WHEN FIRST OBSERVED IT WAS 4% MILES IN DIAMETER

AND AS IT APPRCACHED THIS STATION IT ELONGATEDy BFCOUMING—15—-

MILES LONG AND 1% MILES WIDEe NO OTHER TARGETS WERE OBSERVED

NEAR THIS ONE. I INTERROGATED MODETEL CN IDENTIFICATION FRIEND

OR FOE LOOKING FOR STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND AIRCRAFT WITH NEGATIVE
RESULTS « PLANNED POSITICN INDICATOR TYPE SCOPES WERE USED

GIVING A STRONG SIGNAL AT FIRSTe TO BETTER OBSERVE THE TARGET I

OFF CENTERED AND EXPANDED OUT A UPA=3 TO A RANGE CF 53 MILES.

THE SIGNAL WAS LIGHT YELLOW IN ITS ENTIRE AREA WITH GROUPS OF

SMALL INTENSE SPCTS. THE SIGNAL BECAME WEAKER WHEN IT REACHED

LAND AND IN THE END BEFORE IT FADED IN THE GROUND CLUTTER THE

SIGNAL WAS NOTHING BUT A GRCUP OF SMALL INTENSE SPOTSs A SCAN RATE OF
5 REVOLUTICNS PER MINUTE WAS USED. THE FREQUENCE OF THE SEARCH WAS
1296 MEGACYCLES AND THE RANGE INDICATOR 2785 MEGACYCLES.

PEMARKS: THE REASONS FOR MY CONCERN ON THIS TRACK WERE

(£) IT SEEMED UNLIKELY THAT THIS WAS WEATHER MOVING SC FAST AND ALL
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PAGE FCUR (
STATIONS WERE FOLLOWING CLEAR WEATHER, (2) THE POSSIBILITY OF

CHAFF WAS CONSIDERED BUT THE HEIGHT RANGE INDICATCR INDICATICN

JAS 13, 2@ FEET LONG AND 12 MILES WILCE MAKING IT SEEM
UNLIKELY_TO BS CHAFF. FURTHERMCRE, CHAFF SURELY WOULD HAVE DISPERSED _ . _ . . .
MORE IN THE DISTANCE .IT TRAVELLED UNDER OBSERVATICN. '
AN OTHER UNUSUAL FACT WAS THAT IT STEADILY DECREASED IN ALTITUDE |
ENDING UP AT ABOUT 3%%@ FEET BEFORE IT FADEDe IT ALSO SLOVED

TO 3% KNOTS UPCN REACHING LANDe 3 HOURS AFTER THE TRACK HAD

FADED IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT THE CURVATURE OF EARTH CORRECTION ON

DUZ HEIGHT RANGE INDICATOR WAS NCT FUNCTIONING PROPEZRLY.

THIS MAKES OUR ALTITUDES IN ERRORe THE ERROR INCREASED WITH RANGE. |
BY EXPERIMENTATICN I FOUND THE ERRCR TO BE 15, 922 FEET AT THE |
RANGE OF INITIAL PLOTe THEREFORE, THE INITIAL RANGE MUST HAVE BEEN

33, ©22 FEET INSTEAD OF 16, ©%2 FEET. THE ALTITUDES CLCSER IN THE

STATICN ARE SUFFICIENTLY ACCURATE
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SUBJECT
- UFO Report T57=-31737

W

10 AECII*I-hEh- FROM AFCIN-LEL - " DATE 17 Dec 57/ COMMENT NO. 1
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| 1.;.-1 The subject report, submitted by 657 ACWRON Houm, Alaba.ma, refers to a
ta.rget “15 miles long and 10 miles wide". Lacking any visual observation of so hugze
a target, and inability of airborne radars to pick up the target (while searching
the -area. for it) at 35 miles, it must be considered as obviously a false return on
the:- rada.r} Just what caused this false return is not known, and while the weather
may.not move fast, the:results of such weather changes frequently do move at very
high: rn‘l:es of speed, ‘due to reflections, and the angles at which the signals are
reflected. ' Returns such as the one under discussion usualy ‘are due to phenomena
brought ebout by some weather condition. The fact that no aircraft were scrambled
for-such an unususl target indicates there must have been compelling doubts in the

- minds of the operating personnel as to the authenticitj of the subJect targeta.
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