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Color, flight path & length of 
sighting indicate a meteor. 
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was :ri%11 home· , N.J. She was miles from Bernards-· 
ville al1d had just turned Route 202 into North. Maple Avenue 1 which . runs south · 
to Basking Ridge.. At that . her attention was auddenl7 attracted by an ex- . 
t ly brilliant golden-yellow light to her left, "aa large as two fused head:­
lights •11 Her tirst impression was that an airplane with landing lights on was 
coming right at ·her. She stopped and rolled down the window; no sound could be 
heard. Some Black Angus cattle were grazing in the field; the light wu beyond 
them, but she could not estimate ita distance. .It was wall above the ground, · · 
though she was onlJ' certain ot this the next morning, when she inspected the rita . 

, by daylight, and noted that there was no hill or tower in that direction. Its 
direction was east-northeast, exactly oppos~te to Venus (with which, besides, Mrs. 
Simms is perfectly familiar; this light, she says, was incomparabl7 larger and 

• • 

more co , ' though still r than the lull moon.) It' seemed to 110bble, 
but this mq been illuaor.r. Arter watching tor five minutes, she started up · 
and d%'0Ve on • The light ned visible, apparentl7 in the place 
(now being lett behind her.) Near Iqons, three miles to the south, she· stopped 
and watched it, again. it appeared in the north-nox•theast, smaller, but 
still lar~ enough to see that it had apparemly tUtedz it presented a 1 
crescent comex , with a rounded portion (perhaps the lonr surface) 

:leal 
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the crescent.. She drove over the ·hill and lost sight of it. . .. . 
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No Case (Information Only) latter October 1957 
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The ·reader Will have noticed that the .November 19S7 sighting wave in the U~S., :. 
like the Fall 19S4 wave in France, has been markod .by numerous ;reports of landings, ·' 

· with and without occupants. The s~eptic ·who disbelieves all ot these stories · · ·. 
1 

since, along with similarities, the stories show differences of unexpected details 1: 
that call for considerable powers or invention. 1'ake, tor example, the story told 

1
: 

by Mr. and Mrs. Beverly Potter, of South Lee, Nass., who tolero i!'\terviewed at their t: 
home by the Reverend Albert Baller of. Qreent1e~d attar WBRK (r-ittsf'ield) broadcast, 1·. 
on Nov. 6, Mrs. Potter's account; of the experience, l'thich ha.ci. tuken place about two ! , 

. I ' 

weeks before. The following comes chiefly from Hr. Ba.ller.• s latter about his talk 
1

• 
w1 th the Potters. . . . · . . · · · :. · -r-

. ) 

. . j 

Between 2 and ) a.m. the Potters w~re awakened by a noise like a jet about to ~ 
land - trbut not really like a jet, either." Looking out or their bedro~m .windaw, . 1 t 
they saw the back yard illuminated by light that came ArO\uU the corner.or the : hous~ : 
from a source that was then invisible. The lighted area 11went bright and dim, brigq~ 
and dim, 11 and th13y could see three da!."k figures moving around, that "kept bumping · 

• 
into things and making a lot or racket." The "jet'' noise ~ad been replaced by a . .; . 
high-pitched whinin~ sou.."ld; "it ~aae my head acne all tha .. time·," Mrs. Potter --~id. · : 

I • • • 

"After a while'• Nr. Potter shouted at the nt;hing~' to go away, and they ran behind a 
shed. About then, the source of the light moved around the corner of the house. ~ 
It was "a kin=i of floatin~ thing, about two feet !rom the ground and about si~ ! feet ; I 
f'rom the ground at the top." It was "sort or without aey sharp· or clear shape~ but ~ 
gave out light in front o£ it and ur.der it; i~ was dark behind 1t. 11 The figures ; 
"moved away, 11 and 'the object moved orr "up the hill," then into the sky. In the ! 

morning the Potters found the high grass in the next fi.eld matted down, objects near ; I 
the shed kicked ovar, and a shovel broken·. Mr. Baller was impressed by the way the ; 
observers told their stor,y, and by its agreement in all essentials with the tape ot , 
the radio interview. A cop,y or this tape is being made for CSI. 

Report,s of physical distress seemingly caused by the proxinii ty of a UFO, like . 
Mrs. Potter• s headache that went a"tT~·.y \orhen the nobject" leftl are not absolutely ·-
unique; but the blundering about, . a:~ it in the dark, z:ny be . the first report of' its : 
kind. (Note: Our remarks in the first pnragraph are not to be taken as indicating, -: 

· that CSI accepts this report, or any other in this issue, at present. However, we · 
give great weight to the opinion or our respected colleague, the Reverend Baller.) 
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. matchecl -diKa,lpdou::.'ot. . 
Ob·'-t ~ . . . . . .. ., -/ J ;•;-( """ • ' • ( JV... ,,... .... . ·.., ..... . J..J·: · cl~ ·· ,, 

R.. O.".' 'Avelfn& · & :: Seveth ~ .. . 
Day Adventist official,. the Fiji :. ·• : • 
report stated.; saJ~ that· he saw~"-' . · · 
the object.atationuy at an ·. ~- · . 
timated · 5,000 !eet.t IWinainl ·-'· ~ ·, 
"in a, balloon-like motl~~ : ... . . ~ · 

Four Fijian fishermen-. ·aonL :: ' .. 
the Jli,fabouq.Ju .VWap D,.lu&. ···: ·. · 
Province · ~ OD .. the.· lllan,.:. ·of· ·. . 

• • Lew th .. . ~ .. - .. ~ . • ' . . flY ~- ... . ; • 
• ..... white object and ar. ~::... .. 

· abape detceDdlna tiOai.. ·: · 
.~· theit' aovertlmeat'l . ·. \~ . ; 

. ' tt · "; , •• ~~· ' l'· Ill"\ - -- -L.4. • .,.. ·~ t,:-f,• '" "' ·~ t ...,. • 

• • • • !"" ... IJirt •.',•~ '• ; ' f .• f" \ . ... . : • .I • 
f t - ., - "; t:f .. r.: J • .: ' I. h • 

· · . WI*~ ~ ..-neaf 'lt ~ :-· · · : 
and saw-itho....utc-atastady ~ \A. 
heiJbt. ol 20 feet above tile- : v.._ \ 
It to be -revol~l '. ~ 
and on it appeared to --bt' the· -: 
fipre of a m•n: tbe.~n&ioat ·;, _......._ _ 
said. · · , ... · ~ ,. •. "" t,. ... .... ~ -: : · .... 1.:, ·"·<-'"' , _ 

• • • • - · • • 0 ' ,. • • • :y· ...... ,.,,.,. . . 
• N As the Pijtane approaceit:_~) :~ ~~ 
~'!. their boat a-bllndin~ Jilht ... \~ ~·r · · 
.,.one on: Thei' aict. ir "":- · ·.·. 
dazzled ··aact. maw 
feel week,,. tbe acblect. · 

} ·. 

• 

I •-n.en. the . a b f e e t · ~ went.:,; -
straight• up into the ·m --and ·.t : .... .~~~.;r, 
disappe•red. into tbe ·' llfabt ~ ~. · : 
sky,•• it continulcf.· t • .'~ • •• - • • ~ , . 
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26 - 31 OCTOBER 1957 SIGHTIIiGS 

WCA'riON OBSERVER 
• I 

Kassell1 Gerusany Civilian • • 

S of Caja Marea 1 Peru • 
• 

CaElinville, Missouri 
Minot 1 North Dakota 
Humboldt, Saskatchewan, Canada · 
St Louis, Missouri 
Ki~alon 1 Mindinao • 

Wilmington, Delaware . ~ 0"' . • 
0 

' Ft I.aud~rdale 1 fiorida ~ 
oo 0 

~ 

0 0 • • 
o, 

E of Ke:r;honkaon·, New York 
~ • 0 

,, • • 0 

Pel:ll Multi • • • • 0 • I 

Piedmont 1 Missouri • 

• 

Dayton 1 Ohio 
o, 

• 
• 

Charleroi, Pennsy~vania • 0 

• 

• • 

Mindanao, Pbillipines • • Civilian • 
• 0 ..... 

Baker, Florida 0 • 
0 

Attapulgus, Ge~rgia 0 -0 

-· Ely, Iievada (CASE MISSirU) Civilian 
Metairie, Louisiana 
Hutton, Maine Military 
McDill AFB, Florida 
44.43N 141.48E (Japan) 

- 0 -

Bartletsville AFS, Oklahoma (f.!ulti) 
Kanepolls; Kansas • 

Dayton, Ohio • 

Massapequa Park, New York 
• 

ADDITIO?t\L REPORrt;D SIGHTTIUS {NOT CASES) -
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EVAWATION 

As tro ( f.lS.'TEOR) 
Astro (VENUS) 
As tro ( VE~iUS) 
Aircraft 
Insufficient nat~ 
Aircraft 
Astro (Mn'!WE·l-'EOR) 
Astro (ME'I'EOR) 
Aircraft 
Insufficient Data 
Astro (l.fET~!OR) 
Insufficient Data 
Astro (VENUS 
Astroo (VENUS 
Astro (METEOR) 
Balloon 
Aircraft 
Astro (METEOR) 
Astro (METt!OR) 
Astro (tm'EOR) 
Insufficient Data 
Insufficient Data 
Balloon . 
Balloon 
Astro VENUS) 
Astro t1ET~OR) 

- . 

LOCATION SOURCE EVALUATION 

Universe 
IDndon, England 
Sta~'ord 1 Connecticut 
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Science News Ltr 
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Some characteristic fall constellations are visible in 
the southern sky during October, which also brings an un­

f.l•JW. muvina oYer .to the c.au 've :j,,.l, 
n~r the horizon at rhc ~mc.s, brtiiu;,t 

. C.. pella. io Auri.-, .dac ~bamercr. Tv tf'.e 
righr it ~X~l't of Taurus. rhc bull, -.:ttl :1 
redfji.tll etar ~ c.WW AWW...~ .8cAt» (It 

rbe~e bdon1 to rbac brilliaftf :un, oi nan 
,.,hkh will be so f~fomiocnc to the srJUd~ 

• • 

usual solar eclipse visible only fron:t Antarctica. , · . 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

By JAMES STOKLEY 

~ AL THOl'GH the ·•urumn skia do nut 
h.I\'C the bri1li3ncc nf tbotr of \\·inttr, dw:re 
arc 10me inceratint and cba~Eeritbl CON­

str:lt:arion• whKh now shiDe in the lOUth. 
These :apptat on rfle acccmpinyin" JMpt, 

'" ~uch depict the akics u they appear about 
ten "'\:ltXk, your owo kind •Jf \Undard 
r;m~d c~~ hour for da)·tiwht aavio3 
rime .tt rhe iirsc of Ocroba~ nine o'clock 
~r the micJ.Ue ol the month o~od ejlhc 
o'dock Jt th~ ~nd. 

High in the southcrn sky ue 
sun m.arkin;c the 1Cfe:&t square 
the win,ced h~rsc. Actu .. llv, nn 

lour 

the5.: ;He io ~JCUu~; Alpbcr.&tS, ,.lk one 
in the upper ldt~od corner. i.' in the 
nd~hb.·,nnl( group of Andrornet.la, the 
chai:t<-ci laJy. Di.t1J00:1lly opp.))icr. is 
M • .,bb, "1\'hich is in the b"nc's neck, a~ rh~ 
fiacur .. w.u duwn un th~ nld st.1r nupt. 

1nc row ni sr.an u~:-~iliu,t~ J11wnwud 
and to the raght fmm M:arluh · ionn chc 
h(':ad. The ;tus estcndiftJC \\tsrward froan 
""e upper ""ht-11and corn« J~ hit fote<­
ittt. for the ,nirnal u ~hr.wn up'~~BI 

;£ yntJ foil"W LfvWU"'atd the hue of C~ 
ri~t ~~de of rhe •lu.tlc:. WJU ~~u cane to a 
hrt~ht ¢tt. fuw in ~ *"'th· which iJ caltecl 
Fomalhaut. and l t p.vt fX ?Ucit ·'~w-. 
dw tc."Urhcm fish. TNI ¥ .L.,..,. ~ .._ • 
Jt (!'Ur"f ge5, in \)\If notdWi& ur.: 

r.ut is wh1 ;t it r~rcscDud by tf'! 
symoo• r~ a --=cond.maanitu~ star, even 
th~ ~t)ln : t ~ ot th~ hnt inJe&•t\ide,. •· 
r.orc!m~ to t!w- ... vwtrm wht!!!>!ly t.'te· HlJ'OO. 
om.tt fe"ciwn" '!tar t-r.~ttwuts. Bcuuwe it 
!s v;. low , ~:t !agtK '\ols tG pI! ihrcuab a 
greaft:'l' tiuckne. ~ ~~ ~-. a:tUllpftai 
thaa .f :r ·~~e hiJtho« in :.bL tky. · . 

The ~oou 01' ou~ :nape ~ ttle ..... . 
.,. the, a~t ud QlfJ .re on}y ...,_,, 
""'~ their full bri,htnca whee ~ ~ 
birl7 hi~h. 

• • • 

Colftstal....._ of ._ • 

' · • ... :.. · ' ' -., • .. , ~ ':\j t1.at~ •1e -~0 ~: r.CJ, ~he 
tit.hel, ~ h:t;"n JS one cr a row of &;anstdta.. 
lioo£ exr~n<.1 in~ di.ap~!ly aaott the ~th. 
t'rn s~y. I.!.Jwn lo th~ ~t.tfh'A .. 't"!tttD bnmon. 
Th~ •J•-1-:-n .~.re Ar;~. rh< r'lm ; Aqllattua. 
·r.e ''IJ rcr~:.lnter : Capri(eJrtlus, the ~•-goar, 
a r.d S.t."irtJnUJ, UH: :.rc her. 

'I11 ·~1c are consrt'llari•'flt f'1f the zoJi.ac~ 
\lll'l ' '"l"! r 1« T •' U'1.u, ~~~ bul!, l" w in ~ he 
. • · .·.'"". '· .... -~ . .. ,(} : .. J -~lJc ·u.s~ .' ... ·U .·-:.1b;.. · 
or!ier · n :Lc ·~ ·tem.q :l!~Ul •J:c .~ :1\es !ur 
wrtich ,Ju: rr~pt .ue tJr.1wn, 1S .:COC'ptUit dlc 
s.:Ofpion, 1bo :a z.,.li•ul cons~lLauo•. . 

The zodW: b the path throucb the 
~an. rlOiJR :~nJ VI.&MU Kl!ln to move, aDd . 

• 

.. - -~-... --

• 

~t prernt V~UI at in Scorpiua. It \Ct.1, M 
the beailtaint of Oct'*«. .CUUt an hour 
and amr tM tun, but bJ the 
end 9i die morAia ic resuilll abo¥e tha 
Mrizon fGr Mlrff two and a ~rter bGUn 
aftu ...,...;. 

Of mapitw'J g,ift\11 3.7, V~ is f:ar 
briah• man JDJ 0~ Star « ~!IMt, SO 
there is no in n.ctinw it. 

Another pboea. tur11, is in the Qmc 
part oi tbe sky. AJrbott,h ol dte nnr m..a1· 
nin.Jde, ir it 1c::~~ th.lo a sixtieth a• hriaht u 
Vcnu1. At tbe bq;inning of~' Venm 
is to the west of San.m. MO"ina easrw.ard. 
it pa \In SaDU1l on Oct. 2Q. 

The othu n .. ked eye pl~eu (M~ry. 
MJrt •nd )upila') are now all ta nC¥1y in 
rhc.- :s:a.rne ditU'rinn. u th~ JU., that m~; .ate 
nor vi:Ji~ 

RC"rumtD,~ to ·the .IbN, "'e find &bar 
..,mle of dw: briAb of thme now visible 
.~~lpc:ar fD the nght (,f PeptUt. High in 
tf,,. wcsc it Cypu~, the ·~n, with 6nr­
nu11ni~ DcMb. Jwt be"-• Lhit ,., 
&a v~. iD Lyra, tb~ trre. To die lett ui 
Lrn i' AqW!a, dll a,te.•wfdi the· 
called. A111ir: · ·-
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durin'- . 
- On t!w cclatia&. pre IPBD fa .lA• or 
there it a4' cdiptc ~ the., .. bill ~ the 
O'l)y • i& be - UMmbtli 
ol the iaAIIIIICUa, 
m:aMialf Mt C~IDIIIia• -.a me 
cu1 rene i.ftau natimnl- . Yar. 

An ecii~ at tk. 1UA oca'fa wbes1 the 
moon p;IIICl bcrt•'CeD JUft • ud afth, 10 

th.at the lunar lil•ao• tala. • "'If pi.ncL 
Th» shadow. I. two para:· die .nOn. 

« inDer sha-;k:tw I W beJ e b OIC I Q .:clll· 

pletdy hida lbe ••a, ¥d tiM; ou~ penunJ­
bu, from which tM lunar dite ·~ onJ, 
p:~rri;~lly cov~ tbc .na~a·s bee. Wl'tera rhe 
umbra rcachft, :aa eclip• is total; faoua the 
po-..numbr.a only 1 pen;.~. edifl tt auy ~ 
obsc~~d. 

U\Jrin8 the nitbt of Oct. 22, bf U. S. 
time, mcst oi A.ilt:arcSca, the toUt~ s tip 
of Ai.riu,. aud- the ICUUacllmJDtC paru of 
Mad.~tcar .1.nd New ZralaDf\ u welt as 
a IMge p«tion ol the·blfia Ott-. l"iJI iJt: 
G~Yoed by the ~ 10 t'!st a tial 
edipte of the ~ ... ~ 
~r~ , .. . . -. - , _, .. . . 
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The un l1rJ, h• 1 ~~''~ ···t'r w•U jun grau ~ 
th~ <":!rth \ Jtrnc'f)here, bucly tm~.:Hn~ u 

1 .alon~ the .\nrJr-: r!c C03st, nt2r H,lfey •. 
Ho~y, where 411 IJriri ~ h r1pnhrioo n fcx :ued. ' 
Sci~nr1st.S r.h~re " iii ht .1lJie ro r.1kc 3d- 1.. 

,·anta~ of rh1s npportuntry fur ~me uniq1Je . 
ub'Cn:n1on.,, if the wea rht'f i~ dt2r: if n ~· · 
i! not, t~e eclip~ UluuJd )fJIJ bt useful. t · . · 

One impot!ant pho~ott d th~ IGY progrJm •. . ·. • 
;~ concernC"cJ wirh the tOnClSphcre, the Ia~ ~ · ;. • 
ol rhe lb'nc"~Sph"'e t ... Jt reflrcrs r:adio \\':J\'CS f 
bo.~k rn the ground, :and is ~~trd h, rhc t 
.•un't r:.di.•tion. When the moan ctJCJ this t . ·. 
otf, impurunt oh.rrvuiont are aptcrc;d. . , · ' ~ , 

Widlotrr rraveJ&n~r ro An~n:rica, JnyCW~C ;...,. · ; · . ' 
who caa tee the rvcninl" si&ia in Octobca \ · 
v.;ll be able 10 .-e anotbea once . • 

• • 

but tUna. Tbit will of rhe mr 
aJied Algol, in rht coauen.-. of PtrJftn, 

. rh~ dtampion, --h ;. iD the· north- t 
•• cast, iust .abew .\uri.r.a. \.. · 

AIRol, aoo known aJ bna Per.Ki, is the }: ·. 
t«ond brilfhtnt star in thia COitJ&eJiati011; ),. 

• • 

... 

th~ brighte•t is Mirf.lk, :a lin!e to th~ fdt. t 
Ordinarily, .-\1~1 is of magnitu~ 2.CJ6. r 
whil~ Mirhk is 1.80, o.· ahout 25~~ bfi«nwer. ~- . 

Bcft>w AlROf (under th~ :e(ter P in f . ·: · 
· Pcrvus) i1 the ~tar cJIIrd cpiilon P~nd. of 1r 

'"-, . I magnitude 2.8.'f, :md Algol is :about t 1vice · 
111 brighr. . 

• 
However, if ~nu louk ;u thae iW'S 3t 

:abour 9;07 Jl.m. on rhc C\''!nin• ot Oct. IS, · ~ '· :. · 
'ou will find th.n rhdr order of bri~cne.u [ 
h:aJ chan~c~ ,,aJ CJnit.m it .lbl-tu ;4)% ': 
hriaht~ th.1n :\lgol, which u now oaly a i· ·. 
th;;d u briRht .t.s it i• normall1. On th~ ( · .. 

' 

• 

• 

• 
nen · of (A:t. J9 Jnd 20. Alanl will t-
•hine wirh ita n.wm.al brighmea. bur on t; -. 
rhe 2Ist, 1.87 rt •• y, .1ftn if't prC\"iout dimin~ f • . 
b• art m bri&hm~, 1c will Jpia hue bded. 'N " :. • 

• • • 

AcruaiJy, .~ I J.CYJI ;, o.)f .. :ri~~ or~ hut ; · . . 
conmt• of hwo ~" rnnlvinr .,NUDd t~ ~ 
an~ vi t~nvity ut rh~ paw .. Tbaoe oare 
m:1ny l)inary ~tan '. rl whkh dUi is D"Ue., 
bvt widt ao tYhf"'"IJ bu-.ry t.lae 9fane of 
• evoiuriow · ~ t1e.:trly !.n lr~ witia ~ earth. 
.tnd on~ •Lit w much £.:. in• dn• the 
Ul .,l't'. ' ·, 

• • 
• 

Tiw1, ~"en .! d~Y"' ~() fk*n 49 minutes, 
t.."-•~ ~rk cumpl>f\Cftr r,l A'~~:~ pallet pal~ 
tuH,. ia iroftt ot rht! breght a•e and ~ ~ .. . 
,f,l ... ~ ~- ec~. ~~~ch ~irr11J~ liJbt. J! . ~ ... 
.... . . I"S iiOutar l~lU" rot" . U1C camp~ 
i'""•F oi :be- dir~ sr-.u. L· 

• • . . ' n.. T.W.,. .,....... ~ ' r-~ ' ~; . . . : . . . . . 't: . 
~ (, . 

' 1 J :09 fiOOa Jwoitn l"=iw!tl svn. ·; t 

5 ;oo P.!a. )foon !~rtt.,, Ji".lDCe _ • J .;:f',, · 
• r.1 I 1"'1. 

J 
• I - 1 ;).:D . 

q J !j O .6 611. 

16 r1.19~ 

!-"t•!f :":'lf .. n · ! l•t-,"''' lotonn) . 
A:g~ ,.l !n f ';l:n~tm. 
:\l~,i It rnintmum. -

~!4 ~:a.m. 
r ~ 9 :•.•; f'.m. 
.l {) ': • .,,, J..m. 

Munn ;,, r.~ ,f lJU.ArttT. 

~ 1 S :or> .t.CD. 

.\I ;.rCJ 1 :a c m llll!'r u m. 
Venu, ,. .. '~"' S.uu:-n . 
.\k~t•n nt·.u tst, '''1oll"'-e .U.f,.JOO 
IIlli t"!l , 

~ - ~tS P rn. 
.! ..! • 1 ..; 1 p.m. 

"' I I 0 • .., ro ,, "''"'"""rn . 

.: i : (): .• - ;~ .~ ... · .' t. ..... '' ;. . ·"r-' ; ... c••rn. · ... 
:!li •• ,: ~ .. . l :n. '!r,. ,n l·t~w-s \'::nua. 
Jv s : .. ~ .r.m. Mooll ao fi r ,, QU.Uta-. 

Sutrtnct •>tW honr f,)l' (:,'\ T, t"¥n 
MS1'. """ thr~ i·~ PS r . 
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N~Case (Information Only) 
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' • 1 J I , flf . . · .. · ... ··~ . ~·:.:, ·: ..... aossAMD· F~u.- ··liERAIDS s1uC~ 1wAVE .. I:.- . ·. . ; ,' '. · : 
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In view or the good evidence iii the ·preceding · t'em that "gossamer" may properly : : 
be iden titied with angel lulir - or, at ·least, may n.bt./ properly be identified w1 th ~- : ~ 
spider web - it may be 

1
significant that a typical «o~.s~er ,fall occurred at Portales, i 

-· _ __l~ew Mexico, on October 2.3-24, 19.57, · levelland, Te~s~ . the scene of UFO landings ten . ; 
___ .. days later, is only 66 miles southeast of Portales .J f.a remark(lble· ·coincidence, if it ~ ; 

is a coincidence~ (Aime Michel writes that the gr , a~ .European landing wave ot late ll 
1954 was likel-lise ushered in by angel-hair falls.) · -Jur source for th9 details is the . 
Portales News-Tribune, October 24, 25, ·?.7: .... · . · · : !! 

• • I j 
' 1 IIi The cobwebby strands, ''apparentlY .falling rrom a great height" and up to So feet : 

long, began to fall west of Portales in the late a~ternoon of the 23rd, and by the · 
next morning were drifting down on Portales itself. Characteris~ical~, they fell in· 
eno11nous qua:1tities, "a lot heavier south or here than in Portales ••• all the way to 
Hobbs" (110 miles south or Portales). Mos~ likely it t-ras falling also at Levelland, 1 : 

which is closer to Portales than Hobbs is. It was found not to be radioactive. Ap- ; 

' II 
•• 

• I 

parently, not a soul had ever heard or gossamer !'alls, and an extraordinarily ridieu-·. ~ 
lous theory was propounded by an anonymous ."engineer at the Sandia Base at Albuquer- ! ; 

que," who declared that the threads were composed of "atmospheric dust" matted to- : · ~ 
gether in strands by a static eleotricity charge. This "explanation" was syndicated : ~ 

I • 

by AP all over the country. Eventually, however, someone was found who lmew that : :. ; 
gossamer is supposed to be spider web: ''Dr. WilliSJ!t Kister, University of New Mexico: I_ : 

biologist, o.f.fe:-ed the spider-web explanation tentatively, without examining the ma-! :· · , 
terial. rt The News-Tribune editors went to the library, found that the books said ·th~ . : 
same thing, and happily published a story (Oct. 27), with the flat headline, 11Gossa-! :! 
mer Shower Due to Spiders." The onJ.Y corroboration: "Ain11en at Cannon Air Force Base'. ; I 
reported they found tiny spiders attached to the silken threads." (No one in Portal-: l ' 

• 

es had not iced anything of the sort, and ¥Te doubt very much that this trreport" is 1 . ; · 

accurate.) The AP syndicated this explanation across the country, and ten days later, ;: I 
in precisely the same area, the November saucer-landing wave erupted. I . 
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