1. DATE 2. LOCATION

23 October 1957

4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION
QX Ground-Visvel
GRAI~Visuwe
AUR

3. DATE-TIME GROUP
Loeod 1700
23/2200%Z |

O VYes

T™WrT ¢
L]

15

7. LENGTH OF . OBSERVATION

A round silver object with a red ligh
on one side the size of a dirigible
at arm's length, directly overhead

& moving slowly.

Sece: To\@ﬂ- TS . §.3L

(AP LrotdinG 1 SE<imeny Free

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 352)

Po¢k County Florida
Lake Wales & Bartow AB, Fla
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e AR “
N E # g

PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD

12. CONCLUSIONS

O Was Balloon

D Probobly Bolleen
33X Possibly Belleon

Wes Aircralt
Probably Aircroft
Possibly Airereft

Was Astronemicol
Probably Astrenemicel
Possibly Astrenemicel

L SRR TR
Insufficient Dete for Eveluetion
U rk o wen

O Ground-Rodar
O Air-Intercep? Roder

1. COMMENTS

The size is probably a mis-inter-
pretation, Concur with preparing
officer, Possible WX balloon.

Information called in to Mr.
Sanderson as AFCIN-X had previousl
requested that it be kept informal




PAGE TWO RJESKB 2D

2, MOVING SLOWLY TOWARD _SQUTH{-29 DEGREES IN 1 HOUR (
Ae JUST HAPPENED TO SOPT IT
Be DIRECTLY OVER uEgn

Ce STILL IV
De MOVING SLOWLY-SOUTH
Ee STILL IN SIGHT AT TIME OF/ CALL
Fe ONE HOUR | | (
3¢

ME OF CALL

» AIR VISUAL AND GROUND VISUAL (

Be NONE

Co APACHE @RED{16,529 FIy ORBITING AT 120 KNOTS-CBJECT APPEARED S
TO BE ABOUT(52,200) ‘& A% HIS ALTITUDES— Jisinte Above ACFT. .
e 23 OCT 1957 AT 1728 EST IN SIGHT FOR ONE HOUR AP
| A. 23 OCT 1557 AT 2208 7ZULU 3
e O 2 2209 7ULY_

B{ DAY/ (
5. OVER LAKE WALES FLA AND AT BARTO¥ AB FLA

Se

A« MR. MBI N/A BARTOW AB, FLA FLIGHT INSTURCTOR /

' Be N/A

7. CLEAR TO PARTLY CLOUDY

. . k




WPAGLS YDMW&%?:&M%
PP RJEDEN RJEDSP RJEPHQ RJEPNB
L RJESKB
KBAG4S |
PP RJEDEN RJEIWP RJEPHQ RJEPNB
DE RJESKB 2D

P 24220072

3T
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R

A< ROUND/

S ——

Ce SILVER WITH RED LIGHT

DO

Ee N/A

FM COMDR 66QTH ACWRON MACDILL AFB FLA
TO RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLORADO SPRINGS CLOL
RJESKB/COMDR 35TH ADIV D DOBBINS AFB GA

JEDY P/COMDR AIR TECH INT CNTR WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OHIO
RJEPHQ/DIR OF INT HQ USAF WASH 25 DC |

INFO RJEPNB/COMDR EADF STEWART AFB NY

//UNCLASSIFIED//Z0PS 9597. PD ATTNS EADF CIO PD

I¥+ RED LIGHT ON ONE SIDE >~
Ge HONE

'He NONE
I. NONZ

DO o R i s St
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ACE THREK RIESRB 2D~ e

\e SCATTERED THUNDER CLOUDS
Be 5=140/20 10-073/985 15-290/10 20-310/29 25-339/29

30-309/26 48-310/55 50-310/35KTS
Ce SCATTERED |

De GOOD
Ee SCATTERED

Fo.NO THUNDER STORMS
8+ NONE

Os VECTORED BACKSTAGE 6 TO THE AREA AT 1820 EST“SEARCHED THE ARE/

FOR 15 MIN=NO JOY

10, APACHE WP OVER LAKE WALES FLA

11. 1/LT HANS A SORENSON USAF SENIOR DIRECTOR- ON DUTY POSS1SLE
¥X_BALLON

12, NONE

BT

24/21587 OCT RJESKB

v L
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_ (CLASSIFICATION)
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1948

S ooy b IEI b%
United States

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

SUBJECT

18D00% Ol N4 Har ag 1.1lving o s l I'
AREA REFORTED ON FROM (A

|

sntral Florida (Polk Counts | ce Yala ~id
DATE OF REFORT RFC VALUATION
PREPARED BY (Of SOURCE .

Tape Recording from VCTO

_; *l-7u ' 4 | ~AN-Jealelal- Ve 'S e Ol W . '

Im ‘. 7 [y M“-'

"y - . : el LN e

SUMMARY': mnn-hmd‘m Gise significancs in fimal one-sentonce paregreph. Lis imclosures aof lower loft. Begim tast of repert on AP Ferm 118—~Port [1.)

l, In accordance with AFR 200-2, this report is submitted covering the
a:l.g‘nting of an unidentified flying object,

(1) Description:

(a) To the naked eye, object appeared oblong with a tail projecting
horizontally to the north,

(b) Large.

(c) Shiny,

(d) One,

(e) Not applicable,

(f) Object was described as too shiny for a weather balloon, It remained f
stationary while roughly ten mile circles were made around it over period of
observation, which was appraximately two hours,

(g) Oblong object with tail projecting north horizontally.,

(h) No sound was heard,

(2) Description of course of object:

(a) Mr, at Lake Wales, Florida, Polk/ County,
and four other long time pilots went up Viednesday afternoon, October 23rd, in a
Piper Apache at approximately 3:15 to an altitude of about 16,500 feet, They went '
to investigate an unidentifed flying object reported to the airport. by local - |
observer, and widely seen over central Polk County that afternoon,

(b) The five men had no bmocuhra or telescope, but estimated that the
object was at an altitude of 50,000 or 60,000 feet above them, or apprmcimately
66,500 or 76,500 feet altitude, They kept. the object continuously in view for

INCLS.

1l Incl: (zore )

Recording Tape,

DISTRIBUTION BY OSIQUNIER ALV

Original w/o Incl to ACS/I, HEDUSAF
Copy w/ Incl to Comdr, ATIC
Copy w/o Incl to coudr, ADC
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| SECURITY CLASSIFICATION st
y 3lﬂgrq RO .'.f\
.'I-"':E'_'"‘_ o

SSIFICATION
OF REFERENCE

UNCL

CPS 0597

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

TO:  \SQUMANTBR;AIR DEFENSE COMMAND, ENT AIR FORCE 3ASE, COLQRADO

0
ATTENTION: D/I Y/ ) 7EDD
onoL/rRo:  AFCIN-bEN crE /0 = (6 6/ - £

REFEREIICE OPS 0597 DATED 2h CCTOBER 1957. RELUEST FURTIER

NVESTIGATION OF UFO SIGHTIIIG OVER LAKE WELLS AllD BARTOW AIR BACE,

FLORIDA., RE WUEST IIFORMATION AS TO WHAT TYPD OF BALLCOL, IF BALLOU
Al'D WHAT WAS ATTACIIED., WHERE WAS BALLOON LAUNCIEED, AID ALL

PERTINENT INFORMATION AS TO ITS FLIGHT PATH FROM ORIGIN TO PLACE

GF SIGHTING, IF AVAILABLE. | ;
COORDATATION
ARCIN-LBL

SYMBOL SIGNATURE e .
- AFCLI-LEY | ~ %% ¢
__/3;, e ﬁ%EEZQZ?E(E’ o L -
D TIFLETS = !

il
5

oy e T - :
W | TYPED NAM tve! if veiGired] E |Tveeo (of stamped) NAME AND TITLE
') T/5ct James Bolieu B i eNAOD
st B arar A0, SONCS
E[eHoNE  Z007 [Pace ™, [wmor ) | § AL
= — : - - - = > e Tat
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION R il Ao it
Fiwnidimiie Py

U0 Anrmyen

DD FORM 1'7 3 REPLACES DD FORM 173, 1 OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL EXHAUSTED
1T MAY S35
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AF FORM 112—PART II
APPROVED 1 JUNE 19548

(CLASSIMICATION)

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

FROM (Agmey) REPORT NO.

- _ _ ; " PAGE 2 oF PAGES

' ot - - - e v - "."1 1'#' &

approximately two hours,
(¢c) No statement made by observers,
(d) Object remained stationary during period of observation.,

(e) Object remained in sight for approximately two hours, No disappearance

of object was noted by ob_umrl.'

/

3., Manner of observation:
(a) Ohjeet was sighted airbome and gmurﬂ-viaual.

(b) No binoculars or telescopes used, Object was viewed by naked eye only,

(c) Object was sighted by four long time pilots in a Piper Apache.
Altitude was approximately 16,500 feet.

L, Time and date of sighting: Approximately 1515 (EST) (20152) on londay,
23 October 1957, Day and dusk,

5 Location of observer: Lake Wales, Florida, Polk County.
6., Identifying information of observers:

(a) W at Lake Wales, Florida, and four others
(names unknown), Various Civilian Ground Observers over Central Polk County (names

unknown), No military observers,

7. ‘leather and winds at time and place of sighting:
(a) Winds were reported to be 22 miles an hour at altitude of 50,000 feet,
(b) Unknown,
(c) Unknown.
(d) Unknowm,
(e) Unkoown,
(f) Unkmown.

8. None,

9 An unidentifed radio contact told ‘that Pinecastle Air Force Base
had sent two B=47s to an altitude of 15,000 feet to check their observations, OSame
radio contact requested Jilmto switch to gnidentifed defense agency radio named
to him by code name, which the radio contact declined to disclose, but which
believad to be Tampa, Florida, Th2 agency radio asked @ o transmit on what
M called to international distress frequency which S:aid is known as Guard
Channel 125, Hull also stated he was in communication for some time on this
frequency regarding his observation and was told by the agency radio that he would
be contacted later. This reporting officer checked with Captain Grovas, Wing Control

Room, who stated no aircraft was deployed on that date to search for object sighted,

(more)

a .1“-'-..- o da s _-q._ [ i

M D —




AF FORM 112—PART Il

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

PAGE 3 oo 3 PAGES

10, None - other than t.wb B-L7s.,

11, Reporting officer did not see objsct or had no knowledge of same until
after phone call on date stated, ~Report was delayed until tape recording could
be acquired and transmitted with same. No other comments or analysis,

VN,
ERT ILL AL
CAPTAIN, USAP
STAFF INFORMATION SERVICES OFFICER

.12, None are known to exist,

L
" 1 ;
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Mr. G Serator EUMBNIIRNENN Florida

MJM - 25 October . 1300 hours

Unidentified Flying Objects

“mmwn.wmm, Florida,
Ledger whe reported that at 2 p.m, On 23 October, a large
gondola shaped unidentified object was observed hovering over Pope
County at about 80,000 feet. Ilocal residents called the Miami
Filter Center, the ISO's at Pinecastle and MacDill AF Bases and the
Security Officer at Patrick AF Base. Allegedly all of these individuals
indicated they had no idea what the object was and made no effort to
attempt to investigate. The people are distmrbed about this attitude
on the part of the Air Force and feel that the Alr Force's responsibil-
ity wvas not fulfilled. Senator SN has asked for a report in this
matter as soon as poseible. .




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

28 October 1957

Dear Captain Elwood:

| Senator UMD office called Brigadier General
C. D. Jones, Deputy Director of the Office of legislative Liaison

. with reference to a large gondola-shaped Unidentified Flying Object
which hovered over Pope County, Florida at approximately 80,000
feet at 1400 hours on Wednesday, 23 October 1957.

Senator@ip vas concerned because local residents called
the Miami Filter Center, the ISOs at Pinecastle and MacDill Air
Force Bases and the Security Officer at Patrick Air Force Base with
negative results. Allegedly all of these individuals indicated that
they had no idea what the obJject was and made no effortto investigate.

The people are disturbed about this attitude on the part of
the Alr Force and feel that the Air Force's responsibility was not
fulfilled. This sighting should have been reported to your head-
quarters immediately in accordance with AFR 200-2, dated 12 August
1954,

Will you please check your records to see if this sighting was
reported to your headquarters from any other source. If an
identification or evaluation of this sighting is possible, please
send the results to me as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

agt &
AWRENCE J ACK

Major, USAK |
Executive/ Officer f
Public Information Division
Office of Information Services

A g

IVL
A, ic”y-

Captain Hallg' W. EIwdod)ICUSAF
Assistant AdJjutant

Air Technics Wgen e CeEter
Wright-mt%s% » Foi'g)e Base
Dayton, Ohio

FI'.-
!.




g

L1yl

E

RN SN

Ml erbi s b

3 O H Er':lim::r-'

L..-I-.'..L-lJ-'.

-

SEBNEENEER Sais i Iu) -,L,. ETLAE 2 R Lg !
| ’J-—*-J.;;l,r- S amapa INTL
B\ CLEARWATER, _GUSGle—ars ,,:?

\ p ¢ . .; e ﬂl £ :r}.r""' __ ..ﬂ'.:. ‘u;'_ 2
"!. "1 .‘I-F mEHEMHG{LJﬁ* ;.t;hT., ; r'i 1 .‘, - {"’* ‘- I‘*_._...—. "?J' ‘.k , \1_‘ j_}; 3 - e
\ ;,! u'i.b 'rq A 208) -
L1 "_,";EJ

!11t|l|1'|"L

l
|

|l11{|i*1lr|!|
Vsl ~".;q'-|-1"
¥ 2.
<

Lo
|
e

5y -.- ?i;: .1 3-#} [

!.::w:,_: . -

66 ~ 2 : =3 et 2ol T
o~ : _ . ‘ ' Toa N ; a i :.rmcz CREEX
Di:r dlilon/ 7" . . : :

Surnmnﬁalt:l

fadwm Lt 1 L) T

‘. 1039 s
! .:
Q -5

'L?

r . : N S i B i . ‘-". - '-.' - J \ \. - . 1 . " ! b - A
Chasiohowitzea Boy eaef i At ’ : . : : . = -
» - k y y : | -
a 2 ity & . - '.-

plattarma
]
l:r ¥ "l '.J‘u'}"r

150

= _
4 Humass
.,x‘f-?.fﬁg %

ilndmﬁ' Riv

342

____..r""'

"1"-.

Enrﬂtmai} »_

4 TITUSWHE‘

Lacuuchae
'.u":ll-"'mlh .

L %
a/ ™ s mswui
o

/ »

Dad& Clty

-l;*?
lﬂu ~ B

Tlazs
443

platforms .

d-u..

Tarpon Springsi-

-~ 7T

Falm Harboe% . W :
1 ‘P i {: - 1..:': 1 25 r'.)\
HP 10 %t 23, S .
_ . [ 200) N -'
Flun Jin IH.,. f {11]} ﬁ l., 'II ,a I115 A Ll L I THE IJT

4 WINIER IIAYEN ﬁ | j

OC.‘II'PIE - le‘)mrfﬂﬂli—gﬁ

\O 8 TG
-- D' . l"‘,"
-i_..- ‘..L ﬁ‘- 'ﬂ'

&

;'} i " ! P
f\ i . ' ! = f
" —A :i . -
n W) PEin I.J:'m .
Frovcter TN uaC DRU)APS of

\Japa

/(D7 ALAH

1 sad ot

TR TLE S
« {7

ST PETERSBURG ab st ~reesaoncrag:
Paﬁl -a-Grille Seach -‘. "%. L S

] -

"-.3‘- EGMONT
% MO i.E'!f'—v: f_,

" QH 200177
Z 1:' \jm; f:-"fql

.

,-;'-"‘ e
/ /,.,;,. PR S

.l
-
~

0

-.rl.-_-,"-l.'. . L
;-,."':’ﬂ-l'-. '*T' l..,..'-r

[




Apgproximately 5,700 reports have been resedved from 1547 te
the presend times

Statistiss fowr 1956 are:
iotal Sevoria 738
E I l A

Balloons Dol
Alreraft 2h b3
Astronomical ﬁ-”
Gther (Birds, lights, hoawes,

osﬁil-t) 6.7%
Insaificient Data Lol s
Unkonosen e

Statisties for the {iret half of 1957 ares
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unidentifisd asrial object over Fops Counmty, Florids, on
23%1957-

Detalls of this of an unidentifiesd asrial object
have bema forwarded to the Alr Technieal Intelligence Canter
nmmmrmm-,nqm,om, forpudhh
analysis and identification. The report of thedr findings, if
any, will be forwarded to your oifice as soon as it 1s reeedved
in Alr Forece Hesdgarters.

On 5 ¥ay 1955, the Department of the Air Force declassified
its spesial study, Project Dlusbook, Report Numsber 1, Analysis

of feports on Unddentifisd Aerial (bjects. Cn 25 Cotober 1955,
the of Defense released the of

studye. A copy of the news relsase and
your information. It showed that the Alr
number of wicwwn sightings from

1954 to appraximately three pereenie I
pablished,

vhich may be reiterated. The study has showns

There 18 a tetal lack of evidence that the
phenomena obeerved have inimical or hostile forcees
behind them.

There is a total lack of evidence that they

ars vehicles. .
A IIRE




Inclomure
Fact Sheet-News Release dtd 25 Oet 55.

I'onoradle GuEEREEDINDEEN

United States Semate

MR: Originated when Mr. B} of Senator GNP office called
Ceneral Jones on 25 October and requested a report. Case was
hand=-ecarried to Major Tacker, SAFIS, on 25 October for info to
base reply w/susp 28 October. On 28 October Major Tacker hand-
carried Ml to M&O Branch a proposed draft of reply. Final

prepd & Nwied 28 October based on draft furnished by Maj Tacker.

/




HEADQUARTERS

AIR FORCE MISSILE TEST CENTER

AIR RESEARCH AND DEYELOPMENT COMMAND
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Patrick Air Force Base, Florida

x-—
WY

In reply address communication to Comdr,
AFHTE. attention following office symbol

I . B ESERT | 1 Nov 57

Dear captﬁ:i Elwood:

- This Center received a courtesy copy of Major L. J. Tacker's
letter to you of 28 October 1957, regarding "a large gondola
shaped unidentified Flying Object which hovered over Pope (sic)
County...23 October 1957", It is believed that Polk County is
the correct location as there is no Pope County in Florida,

An investigation has not uncovered any record of the
reference call having been received at this Center. Four of
the five pertinent agencies checked, maintain blotters @¥ logs

on such calls. The fifth agency, the AFMTC Steff Provost Marshall,
also has no knowledge of the call,

It is regretted that this Center can not be of further
agssistance in this matter, A study by this office revealed that
over 904 of the UFO calls are the result of sightings relating
to our operations (missile test, weather balloons, aircraft
instrumentation and range instrumentation checks).

Sincerely yours,

o

s Captain, USAF

RT SA

Capt, Wallace W, Elwvood, USAF
Assistant Ad jutant

Air Technical Intelligence Center
Wright Patterson Alir Force Base, Chio

- EL o

C o m—




UFO SIGHTING, LAKE WALES
23 October 1957
23/2200Z

Reported on tape by SNIEEESEIE————

Wednesday afternoon at approximately 3:00 I received a
phone call from an observer in Lake Wales telling me that there
was an object in the sky at what he figured was 20 thousand feet,
I went outside of my office and looked up viewing this object
then proceeded to check with the Orlando radio on the chance
that it might be a weather balloon, Orlando had nothing reported
in the area, and since it is practice to report these balloons,
we decided that we would go up and take a look at this object.

We entered a Piper Apache aircraft (twin engine) and proceeded
to climb up to try and view this object,

We climbed to 16,500 feet over Haines City and had the object
in view all the time. At 16,500 the object appeared to be 50 to
60 thousand feet above us, We kept the object in sight circling
it at all times, thereby eliminating the possibility that it
might be a star,

Upon receiving the upper winds report giving us winds at 350
thousand feet of 22 knots, we disqualified the chance that it
might be a weather balloon because of the fact that at 22 knots
wind a weather balloon would have been drifting; and this object
stayed stationary directly over Haines City for more than 2 hours
as we were up from 3:30 till almost 6:00 searching this object,

The object appeared to have some sort of a tail or trailing
fuselage type design, It appeared to be oblong in shape. The
tail part 6f the object was not visible at all times probably
due to sunlight reflection.

We discount the fact that it could have been a weather
balloon due to the fact that the object was much too shiney.
Weather balloons are coated dull with a powdery effect so that
they won't shine and reflect., All the people in the a/c with
me during this time were licensed pilots who have been flying
for many years and have seen many such weather balloons; and
therefore, we discounted the weather balloon theory on the basis
of our own past experience.

We kppt'the object in sight until approximately 5:42 at
which time the object appeared to be ascending rapidly and on our
next circling of the object, it had completely disappeared.

There appeared to be no descent whatsoever to the object.

This is WA




- \!‘uﬁl 3

RDZ11

WPEZQ2TDNAG12

PP RJEDUP—

DE RJEDDN 18% ~—

P 0123282 _—
FM COMADC
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TO COMDR ATIC
ST

/UNCLAS/ADODI-B 1355 PD REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE AFCIN 4E4 CITE 10-1661-E.

o ——— - .

MO ACTION TAKEN. REFERENCE MESSAGE 35TH AIR DIVISION DOB3INS AFB

GEORGIA CITE INT 6659, COPY TO YOUR CENTERe BALLOON REPORTED LAUNCHED
IN ORLANDO FLORIDA AREA« EZND
BT

21/23312 NOV RJEDDN
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N ASHINGTON, NOV.: 16 .s(UP)==THE ATR FORCE SAID TODAY THAT *FLYING
SAUCERS™ nzPORTED OVER JACKSONVILLE AND POLK COUNTY, FLORIDA, LATE LAST
MONTH HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED TENTATIVELY AS A' SINGLE LARGE WEATHER -
BALLOON DRIFTING OVER THE STATEe STt |

THIS EXPLANATION, A SPOKESMAN EMPHASIZED, IS "NOT FINAL® BUT "ALL .
EVIDENCE SO FAR AVAILABLE® INDICATES THAT NO "STRANGE OBJECTS® WERE.
INVOLVED IN THE REPORTS ' & i’ ”'ef;h _

SEN. GEORGE As: SMATHERS. (D~FLA<) HAD ASKED THE AIR FORCE FOR AN . g
EXPLANATION:OF; A REPORT (OF ‘A. SO-CALLED * FLYING SAUCER® OVER POLK® @ '
COUNTY ON OCTe 23+ A SIMILAR REPORT WAS RECEIVED BY THE AIR FORCE..
FROM  JACKSONVILLE A FEW DAYS LATERs et s oR

SILVER-COLORED BALLOONS ARE REGULARLY USED TO CARRY METEOROLOGICAL
INSTRUMENTS ALOFT TO GATHER WEATHER INFORMATION.
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