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~acersiield, California

our latter of 12 Ceptamber, addrsssed to the .spartment of
thes .oy concerning a raport of an uaideatifisd z2arisl .bjece,
Las “sen referred to $the Alr Force for review and comnent,

A carelul study of your rejport ladlcates tlal you coserved a
selicn seen form of a metecrite, gensrally referred tc aa "bolides’
or *firebaliisa*, ZDatween the 9th and .1 3th of august the earsh
latersecieod a 1stecric swarm called the rerseida. Faat sxperience
alth metecric svarms of tais aature sauwe that a larger number of
zetocritas, “shooting sSars”™, and firedalls are observed during
taiz Leried.

Tour descripticn of the odbjeet is sc similar toc a deseriptica
of Chase bodiess given by a well known &sSroncmer that a partion is
ilven here:

® e eees mmjority of people naver ses oce in their lifetims.
Fireballs differ from ordinary metecors in that they appear like a
mognesium flare hurtling through the lower atmoaphere, They are
predcminantly greenish in color, but often have Diue, yellow or
cronge tints intermixsd. Unlike meteors which beccme viaible and
burn cut a% hizh alsitudes, fireballs 0 not bigm out in the air
but generally persist until they crash to sarsh, scmetimesa breaking
into emaller sections and an array of sparks before doing 20..."

Your reporting of this incident to the authorities cna the inter-
ést ahown in the matter is appreciatad.

“iocerely,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

e

Deear Captaln slwood:

Inclosed, pleass ficd lotter from Mr. 4R
regarding unexplained a=2rizsl paenocmena in the Philadelphia,
Pernsylvania area, on 2 and 10 September 1957.

vir . N o5 Leen advised of this refarral.

Bakarsfield, California reporting a sighting of an Urnidentified
1ving Object.

These letters are forwvarded to your Headquarters 'or
poasible investigation and/or evaluaticn.

iincerely,

LAWRENCE J. TACKER

Major, USAF

Executive Officer

Public Information Division
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Captain Wallace W. Elwood, USAF
Assistant Ad jutant

Air Tecnhnical Intellizence Center
Wrigat-Patterson Air Force Base, Onio
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