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SIT DJS 
• 

f' LE NO. 

I 
suaJECT 

AIEC? ~70B Investi=ati~~ 
----~~~----------------~~~~~~~~~~~------~~----~~~~~------------
TO Co&d:' FROM lOO~th AISS D.\TE 2~ -~ g 57 

Det 4J L006th AISS .: . ? • fr un::; .,,.,/rn/ 4542 

1 . Lttached i s a letter fra:n Ed.;1ards .\.F 3 Flig3t Test Center 
rlfi. th ~·TO indor s enents a""ld f -:n.r i nclosures . 

2 . Lt Sauter i s directed to proceed to Zd;·Tards- ;...FB by miJita.r;> 
vehicle to conduct a !ollow- up investigation of this ilighting. The 
i nvestigation ~Till be conducte:i at no expense to the ~ovcrn":lent . 
If more t han one day is required, separate trips to .. <1.\Jt.rds A} .a 1ril1 l c 
made . 

• • 

3. The infor.ati.on reau; red is a s outlined in sec om i ndorse--
I 

I 

~ent t o inclosed corr esoocdence . Rel ease of the contents of toe second ind--
or se.'l!ent to :':.d-..;ards .A.FB FTC is authori zed. Infor:nat.:..n obtained 't·rill JC 

suenitted to t r.is teadquarters as Commlnt No . 2 to t . .is J/F • 
• 

u. No change will be l'l'.ade in the contents of t he lett er or 
inclosures and all copies of correspondence Nill be r cvurned at 
the conclusion of the investigation. 

1 Incl · 
a/s 

• 
• • 

• 

Adjutant 
; ~aj or, :JSAF 

• 

_() : 1 00 th AlSS FRCN: AISD DATE: Sep 57 Ct~~·:·I.t:J 'l • • 

L.C. Sautcr/hpz/4101 • 

• 
1 . In compliance with paragr aph 2, Co~ent Nr 1, Lt S.utcr ass~stPd by 

A/2C Hart conducted a fallon-up investigation of this si6htinL en 3 Sept~~ber 
1957. Results of the investigation are as follows : 

a . Captain Davis, preparing o.:'_icer of the original r eport ~i&s 
intervie-.;ed . It uas learned th&t the Ca-;:,tain ha.d o·otai:-Ied t!:e do.ta i..'l"l his -
re~ort from the Air Police obser vers and had not consulted the people cond~ctL~ 
t.n; dz:op oper ati.9n .~ ·Hnen asked wh7 the COrle hc:d apparently Veered -:.0 the 5()u.;h 
after the drop he explained th~t ther e had probably been a ~alfu~cticn in the 
rocket propell~~ systen of the cone . It ·;as also learned f ro, ~h~ Captain th•t 
vl1e narticipat i n: aircraft Here based ~~ .' irtland J..J: :J , Us•; ::eX::.co :.:-r.:i •;ere no7. 
~v•ilable for L""lspection . 

b . Ca;>ta.in Powell and !·!r Feeec of the Ech1ards J,j:r For ce "J~se Ballis ~.ic 
'!c~t J'.::.cili ty, O.:'.:'icer s in Char f;e of this drop operation •..;ere co!lst:.l ted and ;;a··.: 
the .:'?1 l.ou:i.ng information: 

n FOA \C I""'\ ~ 
) I t::> Cl'l ~ ~ RE:PI.Acts MME FORM &6, I OCT 41, WHICH MAY 8t US£0. 
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I I.J'!., ·I · 1., T 
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• • • J1.'0.): 

(1) T~i3 1rop too~ )lace at 1152 ~~~ , 26 J:~c ~~57 . 

(2) ~m· rse of tlte 3- 52 a..'ld ~sco!"";. " ircr .:J.ft ;;as a::; ;nlic::..te:d. in In:::l //5 . 

(3) iio nalfunctio:1 of the "1ech::J.l1is:n occured. 

• 

i11dicated on 

• 

..' 
J_ 

(h) 
Incl 

I."1DlCt -"c tf_, . 
noL,t 3 of the nose and t ail section of toe ~one • rere as 

No p aradrutes or recov~ry devices were enployed on ":.cis ..,echanism. (5) 

Vc6) Flig:-tt cr e:-rs had been 
'.nusual observations, events or f~ling 

debriefed on this incident a."'ld h .:cl reoortad r.o 
• • 

objects other than the tas~ cone . 

~7) lll fi~'":l e=..--posed during the operation had been r evie:1ed and no um1s1:.al -· object3 -,~re noted. 

c . T/Sgt E'isher, o~e of t he Air Police observers, -..ras contac -.~ (T/S;it Jac!~son 
ha.d t rar.s:'erred to anot her station) O.....'"'ld a revie:·r of his observations :·•as '"lade . T/S,rt 
7isher stated that the later al speed o:: the ob ject Has oot r aally e;:cessi Ye, but possibly 
~Cinaraole to a ~ighter at v ar:r r~~h altitude . The reported oscillation covered a ~airl:r 
:Tide portion of the sky and :·ia.s r elaT.ively s l o:v. It vias not a true oscillation L'1 that 

1e obj :c ~ -,er ely reversed its course . Sgt ?i3:1er ..2urther stated tha:. t: ... e object ne·1ar 
~~~eared -:.o lose altitude . -. 

d . &:h.;ards Air Force oase ":leatber Station r11as queried on balloon releases a.r..d 
:·uat!ler data : 

(1) A small (3 ft) rac :.osond.e balloon ( ;Jeopr~ne -helit::t .filled) r11as released 
_:ol"1 &brar':i s :veathcr station at aprroxi"!latel:r 1030 ?DT, 26 Jt!Ile 1957 . ".finds duri..'1:; 
..,scent :o1ere as indicated L11 Cantain Davis ' s r e"Jcrt . The :1ea~her forecas~ar s t ated. -:.~t - . 
:.'1ese b~~:oons had a !'lOr "'!al ascension rate of l )00 F?.: a.11d USt::lily r :?ached ni."l.e'ty- :·:. v~ 
;5 ) t ._ouscmd feet . t: sing t~is i..'"'l.:'Or:-l:J.tion an es t:L-aated cot:.r ::;e fa:- 1i:'1e balloon :·i~s 
•lo tT.ed -:> .-; I !1cl :ff5 . 

1u 

(2) 
app-:-r;::::. '"late l:r 

~\t t:te tir':'le o.: th:.s o.:;.lloon a.sce:lt a :-lild ~e-:tJera.-:t:.!"~ 
• 

roo- t ·· ('"') • :..o·, - ar.d ~ee"' .; ._ J.•~e -=-~-....... ds -;"':) ... ...... a ..L .L J J.~ '"' '* t,..:.~ • - \1 --· .... ... i.J\..L .... c:a..~:. ..;-1,..,..·;:) .... _ ~ • 

- ... .J .J.I....: • . • t . . . . .... b 1 1 1 • . Ed a.rd ........ e . .:. .- ~s .. . u.s !..!lves't:.s:a. ors o::a:1~on -:.::::~.-. ... r:e ~-oon re e asec oy " H s . ..: .=. 
"".!1.t:1e:- .... - ~iJ: ~·ras the ob.j~ct i:. question . ':'~~e ?lo:. t ad positions ::.!"ld. ti.-:es Sl;:flport 
" i::; o.,i:;:.-:;n . :'he inver::;ion la:jer coulJ oe respo:13i'.Jle .:'or :;:e apJ:ar:?!!':. reddish col~r 

" -:.". 0- ,..·).;.,. .. ~. -.,.,d .n., ...... ~..o~ ,.. .; ... co•·",.~ .,,.. .... Ol'n ~ -·o r -o..,Q o~" -·,e ~~-- ...... e..,;. -o-1.0· .., "S - ·.,e ·J. "oon - - ~· ... - ........ "-' • ... ~ ... ......... __ .... ... _ ............ ~ ... - - ... - .... . ._ __ ... ~ ..... w ... .... I. • • c • - 1 

c:Jed '-:::-~·, ... !1 -:. ·::..s l3.y~r . ::!:.: ::; ---e c~lC'O"! ""''>t:li also ~r~r;; ·;ell ".Jo ~.:.::a second 
• • 

r) ) ' 
.. .. . , 

•• -. 1 o· · · ""t:> o ... -~--·"'r-. ,_ ""' ·- ''~--,.; .., . 

,... ,_ • ·"'11 ,. "' ,. 

t: . ... -·· ..,t\. 
·~~, ·i""..:..,._ ..... ..., ....,,.:; --3 ~c ..... "'r"'· "'r ··-~ :1 ~·-- "-X ...... -- - ~ -\,oooo ~ ..,. 

. ~ .. ",r,..,..- ·ras .,.,o .... 
~ -- ....._ "' . . . "' i::s";)ec"':. i~n o~: 

• 

• .. ,.,_e 
• .., ")~,:),..1 -....., ''"\ -~ ... -
.. "" l.: .,~- • - '"""''""' o ... ......._ J :h:.e :.o the -:':lo-,"3 ~oYlch:sion . 
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FT JOC, ;.rq f&' ·Tc , Edwar1s Air Force Base , Californi3., 2 J uJ.:r 1957 , Su'!::lj : 
~,ilentified Flying Ob~act Raport 

A.DuDl-B Jrd I nd 10 St:P "gt;7 
f 

hQ .La Dt.FI:..'iS~ Cm.!:·!..t.'IJD, S.""It Ai.r For ce Base, Colorado Spring s , Colorado 

l'J : Corronander, .Air Technical Intalli.gence Center, ATT:l: .t."'CIN 4E4 
1:iri.ght-?atter son Air ?orce Base, Ohio 

1 . Investigation r equest ed in Second Indorsement accomplished . 

2. The r eport of the investigating officer is attached hereto, 
together with a map of the area of sighting . 

FOR THE COMM.A..'lDER: 

\ 6 Incls 
1-4 n/c 
.Added 2 !nels 
5. D/F, Subj: UFOB Inves 
6 . Map 

,. 
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.ncoc, Hq ~·FTc, Ed.-~rds Air Force Base, C• lifor nia., 2 J~ 1957, Subj: 
Uniden ~iii ad Fl.7ing Object, Report 

2::ld I.::ld 

.li= Tochni cal I n tel li 6ence Center, :<Tr igb t - ?at't.erson .·\:i r For ce .Basd, Onio 
. 9 J /I ~ 1, =~· 

• • TO: Commandar, Air Defense Conmand, ATTN : Col J eep, Ent Air Forc.e Base, 
Colorado 

l. Request necessar,r investiga~ions be c onducted by ~ppropriate 
.uss unit to acquire a ddi tiona.l information to properly conclt=de subject 
sighting. 

2. An examination oi attached sketches of the incident i ndic.te 
that i! the arc:s o.f trajectory are continued (extrapolated) frcm both 
the B-57 .and B-52, they will canpl~te aod coincide with the point were 
the UFO was rsported to have stopped. It is significant to point out 
that t.hi s extrapolation of arcs holds true when plotted for both side 
and top vi.ews of the aircraft positions, iillld the position of t he "stares 11 

ccnt.aj ner being dropped. Copies of ~.e plotted arcs -.zoe at~~hed, vi th 
coaRenta and exteD8ion of trajectori~ in red and green. {See inclosures 
J and 4). 

3. Inasmuch as the reported object appears to have originated from 
either o.f the two aircraft, it is the opinion of this Canter that soJDS 
object, eith~ a cou9oneot part of the aircraft or a dropped container, 
such a.s side panel or slightly concave sheet of metal, may have given 
the appearance reported. The l.a tter asSUDtption appears valid , as the 
object is ahown a.s appearing to oscillate back and forth ai'ter having 
stopped. 

4. This request !or further data is prcmpted by the adverse pub­
licit7 given the laat 0'!''0 incident (2 May 1957) by the press a nd other 
media, which resulted in a conaiderab le number of quer ies and allegationa 
being ude to the llr Force. AS Edwards AFB is a i'light-test center 
:nu.ch in the public eye, l:Ieadqu.a.rters USA.F reques~ed a.n j;nmediate, de­
tailed anal1sis. The findings disclosed that ~~e obj ect ~~s a balloon 
r~leased by a un1 t in the vicinity, a f act which could have been readily' 
deurnined by t hat instal l ation by query of his l ocal supporting units • 
. l cow ol' the analysis is being forwarded 1.mder s eparate cover. 

s. 
made for 

Copi~s of the UFO questionnajre, 
this Cen~er 1 s !il•s• 

F-OR TH E COMMAND~:; 

4 ~cl3 
1. USAF Info Sheet (T/Sgt Fisaer ) 
2. USAF Info Sheet (T/ Sgt Jackson) 
3. ?lotted arc (Top View) 
4. ?lot~ed arc (Side Vie~) 

• 

• 

,.., 
.) 

reuort and sketches .~~e been -

. . ... .. .. . . ' .. . . ' . . . •Jacm ' . . ., ... . . ' 
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?TOCC 

HEADQU AR TERS 

AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER 
AIR RESF \ RCH rmd DEVELOPME.NT CmAtA:-10 

U:'ITEO STATES AIR f )RCE 
!::dwan:la Ai r Forc e 3 ••• 
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::>l.JBJ.£C':' : Unident.d ied F!.y!r:6 Object Repor~ 

'1'0 : Co:n :~.<tnder 
.-\ i r D f e:15e Co::t.":JP:ld ,. 
ATI'N : 4602d .\ISS 
~nt Air Force Ba~e 
Colorado Sp~ings , Color~do 

• 

1 . In accordance with paragraph seven, Air Force Regulation 
200-2 , tae follow~g reported sighting of an Unidentified Flyi ng 
Objec~ is for~arded for necessarf action . Report i s being sub ­
mitted in letter fo~ due to non-avai lability of Air Force Fo~ 
112 . Two observers reported sightings and co11ple~ed ATIC :?or.n 
1S4 separ3~ely with some discrepancies be~~een t~eir ansNers . 
For this reason dual ans'.ters are stated i n item "a" below. ':ihere 
discr epancies exis~ed, ~he second ans~er ~o that i tem is included 
in parea~hesis . 

a . Report follows prescr ibed format ( par 7d, -~~ 200-2 ) . 

(1) Descrip~ion : 

( a ) Re c cangul.a.r 

(b) Pea (dime) 

( c ) Red (or enge) 

(d) One 

(e) N/ A 

• . , -
.... 

• 

(f) Ob.jeet i!l i t iallJ appeared !'ecl:angular shaped, 
size o:· f .:.e?;=.ter aircra.:'~ ( 100 ft . na.jor di:::1eas ioa), l.3.te:- hed ::10 

descr !bable shaue . -
(g) :Jcne 

(h ) None 

( 1) Objecl: .lp::Je;.L'"!C1 to s~and s'till .'o __ e;·.t :.~g 
in!~4~l ~ovecent, ?ulsate, ~a t~,n ~.~~ge to an unde~eTj:~ed 3~pe . 

It u;.J.in :~oved and .,as lost fro-n .;!.~: . ;/h!le searccin6 ~::.~ .;:<y :'or 
-:.he .::>o.jec 't , a second ob.ject • . .r~:; obs~!''fed overhead, :r'Jund _n s."a.pe , 

~ • - "" • • .. I • , • I • . ..._ • . • ....... _... .. ..._.. • •till "'\ ..._,/ ' ·.~ · ..... <~ L 
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FTQOC , !Iq .. L~, 2 JUL 195l Subj : Unidentified Flying Object Report 

·u~ite 

50-60 
in colo:::- . It appe:::.red to i.:.ave a re~l s i .!.e o: .... pproxi.;l,:j.t.;!ly 

(2) Description or course : 

( a) The ooservers were stationed at a road olocA 
on Higb•.1ay 395, observi!J.6 a store drop from a B-52 on -cbe precis ion 
bombing range . While observing the store drop, the repo::-ted object 
passed th:::-ough the observers ' field of view. 

(3) 

(4 ) 

Azimuth: Unk.i"'lown 

(c) Elevation: Unknown Azimuth : Un~mown 

(d) Object traveled Southwest . 

(e) Disappeared gradually . 

(f) 5 minutes ( 1~ Ulinutes) 

Observation: 

(a) Ground-visual 

(b) .... .. -.c;ne 

( c ) N/ A 

Time and date : 

(a) 190CtZ., 26 June 19 57 

(b) Day 

( 5) Approximately 34° 50 ' N, ll7° 30' ::S 

(6) Observers : 

(a) None 

(b) :.iili 1:arJ • 

~- T/Sg~ . Charles B. Fisher 
651C't.b Ai r Police Squai3ron 
~J~Y - Tr~inin3 NCO 
Zs1:i::te.-ce or: Reliab!li't.y - C.ocC., alc.!::lou.gh 

~levaticn, aziAut~, and size estL~tes are no-c consid~red acc~-ate 

• 

•• ;3 the i::~.di Y:!.dual ' s dt!'t.J' does no't. require him to be t rained oosarrer . 
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2 J U I_ 1957, Bubj : unideot ifi~d F:Ying Cbj~ct Rc~ort 

2 . T/ S.;,t. ..! • C. J :iC'.t::;on 
6510tc A_r .?alice Sq'l.;.a.ron 
Duty - 3cc-:ion Guard Uc it. ;2 
Eatimate of Reliabil i~y - Good} ~ltnough 

e leva:tion, a.z i ,nuth, and size esti.11Es.tes a.re not c onsidered accurate 
..1.3 the i ndividual ' s duty does not require him "o oe trained obser-1er . 

(7) Weather and Wi nds : 

(a ) Bright dayl ight 

(b) ffl i nds : iuri'ace - 270/15 
5, 000 - 260/15 

10, 000 - 230/10 
15, 000 - 220/15 
20, 000 330/10 -

• 25 , 000 310/10 • -
30, 000 310/10 -
35, 000 - 300/20 
4o, oco - 300/30 
45 , 000 - 300/60 
50, 000 - 330/ 35 

• 60, 000 r:b0/20 -
70, 000 - 050/20 
80, 000 - Cf70/25 

• (c ) Ce iling - Cl ear 

( d ) Vis i b i l ity - 60 mile s 

(e ) None 

( f ) None 

(8) None 

(9) None 

(10 ) One B-52, one B-57, one F-94 i~ mi3sion over r ange, 
n~~erous test and ~est support aircraft in vicini ty . 

( l.l.) P:-eparing Officer e:1d comments : 

(a) Chief, I'~c:m !. :o.l Operations Branc!l 

(o) One 3-52, •Joe 3 - 57 ar..d one F-/ 4 'l ':::e ~~ 4o, ccc 
.\.:et alt -l.. ~ude, tr~veling to tne 3ast on a store d.roy ti5s .:on on the 

• 

....... -~cis ion bo::~oi~g range . Numerous test ana test support a :rc:-a.ft. were 
• 
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!'"!'OCC , Hq AF~, 2 JUL ~957, dubj : Uni<.lentir' icd Flying 00jec~ ~eport 

i n 1.ae vicini':.y ana .:.n all p:-Jo.a.bilit.y sev~ral ·.,~r.,. i n t.he :-~- of 
vi='·" of the obse_-ve::-s . d.skania d3. ta ,,~as ootained .:.' !"C:l tb.e . "1i..i ... ion 
and perusal of the .:"'iL":l re 1~i:il~d no un..oo•m. oojc~ts . The :' .. ':!:d o.' 
vie•.• ot these ca.,era s i s l i!Jit ed, hcr,..e11e:-, d.!ld it should o~ nuted 
tP~t the B-57 and F-9h chase aircra~t were not visibl e on ~he fiJ~ . 
Query of ~he fli~t crews on tnis mission indicated no unus~l 
sightings . None of the aircra f t or objects dropped from the E-52 
were of the shape ~d color observed . Weather balloon r elea ses 
wer e not i nvestigated a s t he observers r eported extr emely ::"3.?id 
hor i zontal movement of the objects sighted . Inclosed are t wo 
sketches made by the Reporting Off icer based upon the obser:vers ' 
verbal comments as t o ~os ition of firs t observation and trac~ of -the obj ect . 

(c) Probable caus e of sighting is unkn.01.o1n . 

(12) None • 

FOR THE CCMMANDER: 

4 !nels .RUSSETJ. 
L~ Colonel USAF 
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• • 
• • 

1. ATIC For.n 164-
T/Sgt . Fisher Act. i ng Jeputy Cbie.:' of Sta::'/Opera~iO:!S 

2. ATIC Form 164-
T/ Sgt . J ackson 

3· Skatch - View 
f r om overhead 

4 . Sketch - Vi ew 
from ground 
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