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Thip onse roosival nation-wide publicity beecauss tho UFQ was ubmarvad
over thia aoe-gmlled "United Ctales seorst lesting grounds", end hod Doeld DLOEOw
graghad officially by high-spsel camsras, speclally dosigied to track alrerafl
end miasiles, by AF parsconnsl.

Tha obisod wan oblosre:d by the camera crews, who, took 8 series of
photographs after it had moved soms distiance away. They later described 1% as

Atne chaped 9 Antarrogalors, afer thay bivughi the madlar %o ths alildenilva off

i

"";n.?‘r, & akudy 32 phodozrapha vaken, 22d highly wasmifisd digelozed tha ob g 2u%
: ;o ‘t.h.a‘ ail'-m .ni" a matol hoad, ;ut‘ changln.g shaps from round to elliptical, an the
early sun's rays played upen 1tes surface, A wind pbt, correlated with the 1roe
ported spes) and muvements of tha cobject, practlcslly cchcidad. This polnsed $o
the objuct delng a brlloon., Turther investigadlions no% only disclosed that a
belloon was releasad in the wiclnity, but precise theodolite measurements cola-
cidel with the observer's report as to %wmes, elavations and beurings,

This case .s cunsldersd us having bean improperly handled. It dil not
cone to the attentlon of ATIC until well after the j;ress had recelved 1$; the :
DMwards AFB 110 officsr mals atatements to the prass that it was "unluown®, when

investisathas disclose that ho was Informed 1t was a dallogni and the local

cawnandsr could have solval the case by making local inquirles of )is various

ui‘ii’i T e
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15. AIR MOVEMENT DESIGNATOR OR PORT REFERENCE NUMBER

QUANTITY SUPPLY [WAT! CONe

= o) Y
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Plem SIgN 4ia| et Hl
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= 55 e e : Rt = AR — il e | O _I__.___._._- = ! L M.
te TRANSPOHTATION VIA MATS 3 v 7. SERCWL
°- OR M3TH CHARGEABLE TO AN T50 S X o PO ERETE R s LR L S — e eurerro
- T I ] COMNTAMNI AL OAT p SIHFLT TOTA
1. [ 155UCD BY ! nT r:‘urﬁ 15 ?Ar::h'filrgtn DESCRIPTION r:rrrPnT.T:T ::E;;L_ P RECENED - Z | v
6.3 y A= _Ph_"#l = : 3 HCT e | EXCEPT AS [ [ n
0+ 1 ¥arvyn J- lester = _NOTED | RS iy NS ———
l < fhcufﬂr:::'ﬁf E | | Y iq,rp‘-‘:f,"rf} | DATE T | aRatits TOTAL 1
- o ; l ! — LR R =TS = e e !
e r - 1 8 | EXCEPT AS | 1 :
Lz Don 214 Ioucks | 1 i i S s E E__E_:zfr;?__._lj el £ . |
L v T e T i ! I MATE | B 2 | '.';
e W) e BETRS T L S e o e | . |
= A * TOTAL > ! | o ] | L ! i
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysls of Edwards Air Force Base UFO Sighting - 2 May 57

TO: Directorate of Intelligence
H2adquarters, USAY
ATTN: AFOIN-X1
(¥r., Sanderson)

l. General: This analysis 1s based on a careful review and study of all
fact3s and pertinent information submitted on thls case, The epnalysis 1ls in
three basic parts:

a, Study of the observer's UFO0 questionnalre, the officlal UFO report
from Edwards AFB, airborne objects known to have been In the area at the
tine, g2ographical factors, and the elements of time, elevations, bearings
end meteorological conditions pertinent to the sighting.

b. Analysis of theodolite photographs submitted, with correlation to
the known facts.

¢. Evaluation of the sources (observers).

2. Analysis of UFO Report and Questionnaire Data:

&. UFO report, photographs, and questionnaire fs accomplizned by the
obzservers was not received by this Center until 23 May 1937, (see inclosure
£, #2, and #3) and considerably after the incldent had reached both the
press and the public.

b. Reference page 3, item (11)(a) of UFO report. The attempted analysis
of this sighting by the officer preparing the report to the eff2ct the object
could not have been a balloon i3 not valid. In fact, the data supplied
throughout the report (exact g=ographical locationa of balloon site, ohservers!'
positions, metro data, precise computations as to angles or elevation, bear-
ings and altitude, among others) indicate that it is highly improbvable that
the objzct W other than = balloon.

c. A comparative analysis of the data from the UFO questionrpaire znd
the data derived from scilantific instruments and ectudl official time-tracks
of the balloon lasunched indicate the following:

(1) Teatimony given by both observers is that the time of their

sighting was between 0755 and 0820 (see attached copy of UFO
Questionnaire, Form 164).

(2) A rawinsonde balloon was released by the Bdward AFB weather
station, west of the observers, at OT4D hours and accurately
tracked until 0320 hours (UFO Report, 14 May 1957).

(3) Observers both estimate the bearing of the object to be
75 degrees when it first appeared, presumably at 0755.




(4)

Official time-tracking of the balloon (UFO Report, 15 May 57)
wvas as fTollows:

(a) O750¢ True Bzaring - [0 degrees
(b) 0800: True Bearlng - 80 degrees
(¢) 0810: Truve Bearing - 60 degrees
Tharefore, interpolating for the first two time-tracks, tha

bearing is exactly 75 degrees, Uslng an avaraze of all three,
the results are [0 dsgrees,

Observars' state that when first chserved, their estlmated
angle of elevation of the object was 45 degrees, and 15 degzreas
wviian 1t disappeared.

A trigonometrlcal treatinent of the data in the official UKFO
Report (paragravh 1la(ll)) indicates that the angle of eleva-
tion during the perlicds given by the obsarvers was approxl-
mately 30 degrees and 23 degrees respectively.

d. It has been repeatedly proven that without accurate instruments and
devices, a person seldom can estimate angles of elevatlon against the sky
within 10 to 20 degrees of the actual elevations, particularly in ereas
othar than directly overih2ad or on the horizon,

e, Therefore, allowling for the known inabllity of tha average person
to correctly estimate angles and time, the offlcially computed times, bear-
inzs and elavations of the balloon released, almost perfectly coincilde with
the flgures gliven by the observers,

f. Further factual data to support hypothesis that object was balloon:

(1)

i,
o
S’

(3)

Reference balloon launching site and observera' locatlon glvan
in UFO report. These two polants are aporoximately 20,000 yards
apart., It is significaant to note that the observers were
almost du2 cast and slightly south of the balloon launcaing
site (see sketch, inclosure 74).

Reference winds aloft In UFO report. The prevailing winds
et that time were blowlng dve east,

Reference paragravh 12(2), azimuths of first sighting. If a
tine-track of the balloon resleased, dus east, is plotted from
the weather station to and east of observers' location at the
time given in the UFr0 report (wvhich states the ohservers first
saw the object at dua north) the objact would have passed
exactly duve north of thelr location (s2e sketch, inclosura #4 ),

D
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() Reference paragraph 1a(11)(d) of UFO Report. Object traveled
in easterly direction at all times. I{ appeared to stand
still, change shapea and pulsate. These aras the typlcal char-
actariastics of balloons, and supportad by hundreds of UFOQ
reports found to be balloons.,

z, At 1030 hours, 24 May 1957, M/ﬁgt O. D. Hill, NCOIC, Aerial Phancmena
groun, contacted Detachment #21, Lth Weather Group, Edwards AB, regarding
further detalls on th=2 balloon aspects of the case., In conversations with

Major Wininger, the Tollowing were dilsclosed:

(1) The balloon released at OTH0 on that date measures approximatsly
6 to 7 feet at launching, and can expend to TO to 90 feet at
60, 000 feet.

(2) Major Wininger stated that the alleged UFO was obviously this
ballcon.

(3) Further, Major Winlnger stated that this Iaformation was glven
to the Information Services Officer of Edwards AFB. (1/szt
H1ll's report is attached as inclosure #5.)

3. Analysis of Theodoliw: it.otographs of UFO: DBased on & study and analysis
of the series of thzodolite photographs submitted to this Center, ths follow-
ingz are considered comments pertinent to the incldent:

a. In the UFO questionnaire, both observers report that the cbject was y
about 150 to 175 feet in dlameter. Yet the object on the photograpns,
after baing photogravhed and the photo enlarged 7 diameters, vas scarcely
lerger than the width of the cross halrs.

be It 1s difficult to understand why 1t was decided to photoyraph
an obJject that was In sight for almost 30 minutes, after was a mere speck

in the zlc »

c., Both observers state object 5,000 feet away when first seen, and
approximately 60 miles away when last sean. A photo analysis based on the
Image siza3s on the photos, known magnifications, rfocal lengths of lenses,
and other data, using standard optical formulas and equations for distances up
to 60 miles show that an object must be 8 minimum of 92 feet in dlameter
to be se=n even s a speck at a 60 mile distance, assuming ideal atmos-
pheric conditions and the abllity of the lens to resolve the image.

de Using a more realistic distance, 9 to 12 miles, the object would
n2ed be a minimum of 5 to T feet in dlameter. This correlates wlth the
diamater of the ballcon actually released. (Analysis of the ‘theodolite
photography 1s attached; see inclosure #6).

e. Lt should be noted that practically hall of the imagze sizes are
o013 i»(*j'zm at their lonzest dimenslon, FPlotting a number of points along
ool
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the ,01l3 line, from 60 down to 6 miles, indicates that the minlmum object
size discernible, ranzes from apvproximately 80 feet to 6 feet., This cor-
relates well with the data given this Center by the 5th Weathar Group at
Edwards AFB. See paragraph 2f(3) above.

f. A study of 25 conmsecutlive enlargements reveal that the tiny white
objecet alternately changes from elliptical (described as a dlsc by observars)
to round in shape. No clear features are discernible. The changing sharpes
are generally similar to photographs taken of balloons over desert or bright
. daylight areas, It should be noted that th2 sun was dus east at this time and

not too far sbove the horizom., The effects of specular reflection of light |

on rounded surfaces is w2ll known. Weird and unusual appearances can be

creatad, |

k., Comments Regzarding Sources: Consistant wilth th2 principles of comment-
inz on the source in any UFO analysis or conclusions, thz followlng polnts
are considered pertinent:

a. Inconsistencles

(1) In thelr personal report as given in the UFO questionnaire,
both observers state the object was at a bearing (azimuth)
of 75 degrees when first seen, and when 1t disappeared.

(2) The UFO repert from Edwards AFB quotes the observers as
saylng that they first observed the object at due north,
(0 degrees azimuth) and that when 1t disappeared, it was
also at <ue north. AllL points have been resolved satis-
factorily, except the last, in which both obsarvers state
(in their guestionnaire) that the object disappeared to the
east.

(3) In both the official UFO report and thelr questionmaire,
they stated that the object was the size of a basketball
held at arms length. A simple demonstration will quickly
indicate that a basketball h=ld in front of one's eyes at
this distance will cover almost half of the visible sky,
and would te an indication that the object would he tre-
mendous in size, if as stated, observed at 5,000 feet
distance. The object, in actuallty, would be almost a
1/2 mile wide.

b. Relief in "Flyilng Saucers"

(L) Ones observer has given strong indications that he is a

believer in the so-called "flying saucers.”
o i

(2) Stated that he observed a "diacﬂfﬂalf the size of a foot-
ball field hanginz over a house for twenbty mlnutea. Time

e




end place was Rosamond, Califorania, 0930 P.M. in Januray 50.
Files disclose no report within that general time and area.

(3) Yo comment is considered necessary regardinz an object that
siza over a small town for almost one-half hour and not bnlnc;
sean by eny other persons or alrcraft, or by radar that scans

that area 24 hours a day.

(l) The observers were specialists in a field of photogravhy. It
should therefore be apparent to them that even a previously
known object would be difficult to estimate as being 60 miles,
much less it appearing as a readlly ldentifiable obj2ect on the
prints if it could be photographed at that diatance with the

equipment used.

5 Conclusions: Therefore, on the basis of the above, and particularly in
conslderation of the factual data presented, singly or collectively, there
i3 no compelling reason to conclude that the object was other than the bal-

loon released nearly a faw minutes prior to the sighting.

6. This Center considers it unfortunate that 1ts knowledge of this incident
was third-~hand; it was brought to both the public and press's attention days
bafore an unofficlal UFO organization queried this Canter on the sighting.
Experience has proven that = denlal or explanation 1s never given the sane

publicity or attention as the original story. Vhexe depials—mmdexpluoma=
twuwmww—mm

GEORGE T. GREGORY
Captain, USAF
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AFDIN-4X2¢

Mr. .
- Street
enver 3, Colorado
D‘ear I{r--"

The UFO photographed at Fdwards Air Force Base in May-was a
balloon which had been relesased at a nearby launching site,

AFDIN-4X3

- m

The Air Torce does not have sufficient personnzl to furnish

4

1

S detailed information from thousands of case files to the many per-
sons who wish to write for profit on the subject of UFO's. Any
attempt to furnish such details would seriously curtail the essential
operations of our intellizence units, and would require an unwarranted
expenditure of public funds., You may recall however, that some time

| AFQOIN-48 ago the Air Force, in the interest of public information, ¢ ooperated
with the national nagazines, Life and Saturday Evening Post, in the
preparation of articles on the subject of UrO's.

| .

? Sincerely,

- AFOIN-4C

|

| WALLACE W, ELWOOD

Captain, USAF
. AssistantAdjutant
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nver 3, Coloracdo

Dear i‘-ir.--

The UFO photographed at Fdwards Air Force Base in May-was a
balloon which had been released at a nearby launching site,

The Air Force does not have sufficient personn2l to furnisn
detailed information from thousands of case files to the many per-
sons who wish to write for profit on the subject of UFO's. Any
attempt to furnish such details would seriously curtail the essentlial
operations of our intellizence units, and would require an unwarranted
expenditure of public funds, 7You may recall however, that some time
ago the Air Force, in the interest of public information, ¢ ocoperatec

th the national nmapazines, Life and Saturday Evening Post, in the
preparation of articles on the subject of UrO's.

Sincerely,

WALL

\CE W. ELWOGD
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SUBJECT

sugzested Raply -~ Letter from "Flylng Saucers - International" on de-ards AFB
Incident .
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COMMENTS (l'se reverse, if necessary)

AFOIN-4EM/Capt G.T. Gregory/69216

1. Reference D/I-ATIC conference, 5 March 1957, on the UFO Program, regarding
the recommendations made by your office that UFO correspondence of potentially
dangerous or controversial nature, publicity wise, should be reviewed by the
Directorate, and that it be released over the signature of Hesadquertars USAF,
preferably the Office of Information Services.

2. MAccordingly, attached is a suggested reply to sudbject UFO organization's
request for the film and information on the recent Edwards AF3 incident. It is
interesting to note that the Center did not receive the photos and UFO reporta,
until more than two weeks after the date of the request. :

3. A datailed analysis of this case was Jjust completed, and forwardsd to your
office. The coriginal film is in repository with the UFO flles. Any decision to
release the film and detailed data to thils organization must come from higner levels.
In our opinion, eny exception made in favor of one individual or organization will
undoubtedly result in a flood of requests from the others. The suggested reply
was drafted with this in mind.

: FORM A
AFHO , oo s 0=805  previous £piTioNs OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED, GPO 90B3A4




AFHQ 0-86, 4 Jun 57, Subj: Suggested Reply - Ltr fr "FlyingSaucers - International”
on Edwards AFB Incident

L. Please be informed that Mr.“ the director of this organization
has Jjust completed a book entitled "Flying Saucers,"” which is now on the market.

It is particulerly vitriolic, and contains a statement by a formexr UFO project

officer, Capt Ruppelt repudiating the Air Force findings. A copy with appropriate
comments and notations will be forwarded.

1l Incl
Draft - Suggested Reply




SAFIS-3/Ma) Tacker/jd/73328

1% April 1959

ear i, (NN

Captaln Marlsy has requesited that we answer your leaiier
wf 11 Jarcn 1359, cince scme of the information you reauesat
13 12 our area o7 mesponsivlilicy.

™Mrst, reqarding your request Jor the prmeedure Lo pro=
cua stock Tootage from the military services for motioca picture
Tilns --- focotage 8y be nHureaased Ly represeniative of oeng-
nlzed motion nicture and talevision agenciess, on the basis of
scriots sutmitied to the Department of Defanse arnd approvzd in
advancs of £ila nroduction, Anproved scrdpis are Iorwarded o
the aoorooriate Jilm depository where the vreducer may select
Loz nurchase cuch footaxe a3 1s camensurate wita tag Dro-
ductica of the snecific script,

T should caution you as@in, tihat good motvion picturs
footaze of U™ i3 rot available from any official courees.
A5 wma pointed ont 1n =arlisr correspondence, =xhaustive
dearen vas conducsted by and Loy the producers of the
Aomatrong Circla Theatrs with no success in Jinding cvea 3
gmAll plece of £1la that vmuld mgister on a telisvision scraen,

i2 you will re-read your correspondence, dated llJune 1357,
freom 'alor Robert 7. Svence, you will note that there is rnot any
mantdon of motion victure Icotage of the Edwarda incident. I
saould also add, sinee you cited Mr. Ruppeli's book, that 1t was
clzamad only for securdcy purvoses and in fact a disclainer Tor
fachuml accuracy vas sade ot that time by the Devartment of Defensa.

Lﬁﬂcﬂl‘el"f,

LAWRENCS J. JAVGR

I'njor, USAP

tecutdive OfTlcer

Miblic Information Division
Difice of Infarmtion Services

N ocan
R

Director .
fying Sazucers International
Prive
108 Jnwelias 19, Califormia
1/f:s'f:;fua:-:m:m::-541,:5'1:3-3
READER-SAFIS-1

STATBACK-GAFIS-3




Jand there i3 no roacord of its exiatance,
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Loa Angelﬂa‘lg,-C%lif;
March 11, 1958

Captain Wallace C., Harlay, UBA

Productlion Branch

Audio=-VYisual Division, 0PI, OASD(FA)

Ofrlcs of ths Asaiatant Becrotary of Dafenae
Vashington 25, D¢ C.

Laar Captaln ¥arleys

Thank you for your cordial and informatlve comamunication of 238
Pabruary, Your continusd coopsration -~ and patlience - 1s ap-
praclated,

Maturally, I shall keep in touah with your offlrs as the script
to my projaoctesd documentary prograsses, Howsver, the narratlive
will gradually éevelope a3 the Materlal for tha production 1s
gucoensively saorsened, odlted and tiwed, Therafores, much of
seript of thla post-narratad film will depsnd precissly on what
filnm 1s avalladble, including the stock footags to bs made avall-
able by the Dapartswent of Dalfense,

20 you can see that I am in a rathser nsbulous positlion at the
nowent, But I am cortaln that tims wlll reaolvs averything, 1
wanX® wondsr 1f you would be kind enough to tell me Jusal what
the yurchass of stock footage entalls? Thank you,

Thore is anothar point that I wish you would clarify. With
roference to my inquiry ilnto thas availabllity of four motlon
plotures of UX's reportedly in the possssalon of tha Alr
forcs, you reapondad: ".,,The specific footags that you havs

roquaated has bsean chacked by the Dapartg-nt of the Alr Force

it I..‘ ‘l‘.

-
L

LY
b

This reply has me a blt myatifled, One of ths filmas about whicéf::ilf .

I inqulired was allegedly taken by & cinra-theodolite craw at
Ndwards AF3, Calif,, on J May, 1957, &ind I have a lotter fron

RaJor—Robert . Bpence, USAF, descridbing the film in some detail, . '

‘A3 to the gun-camera shot near Wright-Patterson AF¥S on 20 Augnet,

1952, lst ma hers quots the caption to fraxes fron }hln movie
as raproduced in Trug Magaszine for Dacenmber 19521 Hovsring
obJaot that was scannesd by radar and seen by ground wvatochers
waAs cauznt on fiim by a climdbing Joat pilot. as9 unratouachsd

B waw i mmuamrTen TAaAw] a ﬁ-‘ﬂuﬂ H1 :?l-'lﬂﬂd' 1'.!2 TWE b? th' MI‘ FDI‘C‘H’
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~and there is no rocord of its exlatence,” A
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March 11, 1958

Captain Wallace C, Harlay, UBA /
Production Branch

Audio-Visual Division, 0PI, OASD(PA)

Ofrics of ths Assiatant Bacrotary of Dafenase
Washington 25, 2. C.

Doar Captaln #arlays

Thank you for your cordial and informative communication of 28
Fobruary. Your continusd coopsration - and patience -~ 1s ap-
praclated,

Baturally, I shall kesp in touch with your offlce as the script
to wy projsotesd documentary prograsasss, lHowsver, the narrative
will gradually Gavelope a3z the laterlial for the profduction is
gucoessively sorsensd, odlited snd timed, Thersafors, mich of
seript of thla poat-narratad film will depsnd precissly on what
film 13 avallable, Iincluding tha stock footags to bs nade avall-
abla by the Dapartment of Lalenase,.

80 you can see that I am in a rathar nsbulous position at the
mnowent, IDut I am cortaln that time wlll reaolve averything, I
waNX® wondsr 1f you would be kind enough to tell me Just what
the yurochaas of atock footage entalla? Thank you,

There 1s anothar point that I wish you would clarify., With
raoforence to my inquiry into tha availabllity of four moution
vlotures of UM's reportedly in the posasssaion of tha Air
Poros, you respondad: ",.,,The aspecific footags that you havs
roquaatsd has besn checked by the Lapartment of the Alr Force

._-‘
- -
-
g
>
- -

L
73N\

2L
ihis reply has e a bit myatified, One of the films about which ', [
I inqulired waa sllegsadly taken by & cina-theodolite craw at
Ndwards AF3, Calif,, on J May, 1957, énd I have a latter fron , \
Ra Jor~Rohert 7. Bpence, UJAF, descriding the film in some detail, ' |

A3 to thae gun~camera shot nsar Wrlght-Patterson AFS on 20 August,

1952, lst ma hers quots the cantion to frasxes frown thls movie

a3 reproduced in Trug Magzasine for Lscenber 19521 Hovsring
obJsot that was scanned by radar and seesn by ound wataohers

a3 cauznt on fllim by a climdbing Jot pilot. Thess unretouched

35 mm, Sun-camera movle frameas, relasasad to TRUE by the Alr Force,
wars takxsn at BDAOOO feat, near ¥Wrignt FMold, at 11 a,m, on
August 20, 1952, from tho appsarancs of ¢Chs anlarged frames,

I balleve the movis was shobt on 1l6ma and not 35ma ilm,

And the Whlte Sands cine«theodolite rilms ware referrsd to by
ndvard J. Ruppelt, Capt., UBAFR, former chiof of Projasct Blue

Book in hls book, Ths Rasport opn Unidsntifisd Flyinz Objscts (p. 279:
",,.ﬂi had or Xnaw &bout four atrips of movis filnm that fell inte
tha ‘Unknown' calsgory, Twu&ara the ginethscdollte moviea that

had Besn takeha al Vhite Bands Proving Uround in April and MHay of
1950, ,. "5 Capt, Ruppait’s bLook was suppussdly clearsed by LOD
Boourity and Review op 5 vacenbar, 14555
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A1 June 1357

e oaye in reeelnt of your latter dated 10 Hay 1907 recuesting
Thotogracaice Driats ond a cooy 0f the DROTO-amalysis reocrd mEde On
'Ii‘f.’r recenaly Tuoorted over Ldwasds JAAr Force Dase, CollliTimibe

U Teel coriain that you will eudsrstand that 1t wuld be
yrererely r.liﬁ‘f:'.cu.a.u S0 rake @ axcertions £or one Derscn LY Srantiak
1‘}.;‘1 GCCess O OfTicial Tiles, opiris and DL0TOUdsahic macerial on

whis oudject.witaout making them avadlable to all.

fovy abtesant 5o meet the individual demands of the handreds whoo
may desire noecille rencris and paterial smuld De an almoet lmpousidle
dertaging; ha san haws aod cosy would he ...xam.m..nf- *rml, e gt - g A
irmortant, wae constant interfererce wita the Aly 'sree’'s sovmal
missions aod operaticns wvould be unjustified. '

Tobwlthstanding this, reoly fo yoar correspondence was withheld

neniing A caxplete study £ wﬁ _}mwsg,mgm and vther data from
__n,rﬂsr....g.anmﬂ, ia omler thas vm ma:; Aive you sce Jeceral Tesulis

of cur Jindings. Iriefly, a]::ﬂm informed the Zollowing:

Se  The nlloged UFO was conclusively dentiliaed as o halloonm
rolesed Irvm o veather it 4 Doy 1iles west ol ohe chserver's
ilecanione.

Ze 1@ wms corrcoomated Dy ..n *nﬂs'ae::dent renort vhich dig-
cloged that this Lalloon wos Deing tracked ob that tins with Drecision
recocrding devicea. The data snow ..bat e Dallcocon »ased the coserver's
location ab almost the piveise time, Learings, siewmiions and soeed
rencrved Dy Thent.

e Lhve radar unit for that area resxorted "'hea thera w3 nothing
:uﬂmn. 3 o :.J.-si'-..""*‘:_fi:d in Ghe alry over . dawards Alr Irce lose 1t the
Limes in Question.

de O 2Ct8 in the ﬂnut...;g:m;:s, eveq arfter magdnillcation, were
Tound ts:: e arall white ocpecks, al w:!:':mtc...;" sraanging frem 2llistical

T e S
CEm




SAFIS-3c/Maj Spence/;jmd/55809

i

o round in shape. These ars typical oFf a auncer of similar resorits
roceived by the Adr Torce, which upon ilavestigaiion were JTound 0 bhe
balloona, the «id copearances Deling caused by cpecular »ei’ action of
gunlight and other atmossonerdic conditions peculiar To desert reglions,

It 1s the coinion of the Alr Forcae that any aitenpt Lo atiribute
anytkhing tnusual or rystericus to the incldent 13 unwarranied azd not
cupnorted by the facts.

Jincerely,

SOBeRY . EFEKS

Fajor, USAY

Doepaty Chief, Unewxations Dranch
Pwile Information ivaision
Cifice of iaforymiion Cervices

Soucers International

Loz Angeles 35, California

[
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FFLYING SAUCERS INTERNATIONAL
P. O. Box 35024 -~ Los ANGELES 35, CALIFORNIA

TELEFPHONE WEUSTER B8.-9000

May 10, 1957

Brlgadler General Harold E, Watson
Commander

Alr Technlecal Intelligence Center
Dayton, Chlo

Dear Ganeral Watson:?

On Thursday, May 9, 1957, The Los Angeles Timea reported
the followling: .—— e i AT A AT

"AIR FORCE STUDIES PHOTOS ~---~ Camerass Track Flylng Object
Over Desert ---

"Camera Studies of an unidentified flying object photo-
graphed at Edwards Alr Force Bzse last Frldzy are helng
analyzed by the AIr Technlcal Intéllicence Center at UWright-
Patterson A¥b, Dayton, 0., The Times leasrned yseterday.

"Spokesmen at the secrst desert test center north of
Loz Angeles would say only that the object was spotted by
two elvillian photo theodolite operators.

"They tracked the objlect and took plctures with the
speclalized camera equlpment, Fllms and Informetion were
dlspatched 1mmedlately to the intelllgence center,

"Unofficlal reports said the object avpeared round, that
1t caught the mornlng sun and that 1t moved but not at any

great speed, There xax were no estlmates as to its slze or
altitude.

"Edwards officers would not hazard a guess as to what

the obJect was, although one ea2ld 1t could have bsen a weather
balloon.

"'This desert air does crazy thing,' he =ald."

A request ls hereby made for printe from the negative film
shot of the UFO, If this 1s prohlblted by costs, I will comnenssate
the Alr Force for the expense involved for such duolication, If
the ATIC wishes to retein the film, I will be happy to observe it
on a short-loan basle, or through the local USAF OPI,

Also, the writer hereby requeste a copy of the photo-analyels
made -~ or to be made - by ATIC of this film, I feel that such Lwatrzern
cooperation between the Alr Force and a celvilian-may Inliiste
better obublic relatlions and create or enhance the public's uvnder-

ﬂtandfof USAF wilth reference to UFO resecsrch.
ag

I will sheww wonders in the heavens o . . 7 —Jorn 2:30)
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This case receivel nation-wide publicity because the UFO was observed
over the so-culled "United States sooret testing grounds”, and had been photo-
'I graphed officially by high-apeei cemeras, specially designed to track aircrafs
| end missiles, by AF perscnnel.
The object was obeervcd by the camera corews, who, took a series of
photographs after it had moved some Mltqnu avay. They leter descridbed it ar

gtn sheped t9 interTogasors, arur shey bdrought the matser So the attention of
0 r ‘ nw j2 Mﬁﬂlﬂ? “mi llﬂ Mlhl' magnified disclosed ke phieet

to tho Hu ot e matoch head, but ohmiu lhnpc from round to elliptical, an the

early sun's reys played upon its surface, A vind pbt, correlated with the re-
ported spee’ and movements of the object, practically cdncided. This pointed to
the object deing a bulloon, Wurther investigations not$ only d isclosed that a
belloon was relessed in the vicinity, but precise thecdolite measurements coinm-
cidei with the observer's repors 2s to tumes, elevations and bearings,

This cace .s» cunsidered as having been improperly hendled. It did not
come to the attention of ATIC until well after the press had received it; the
Divards AFB 110 officer made sSatements to the ;ress that it was *"unknown", when
investigetions disclose that he vas informed it was a dalloons and the local

camnander could have solvel the case by making local inquirdes of r.ur various

Cunisse




:: -..1'.0 Gener't - Watson (ﬁTIC)-—--E. :'

Thank you for your cooperatlion in this mattsr,

An early revly will be gratefully apvreclated,

Sincerely,

Director
FLYING SAUCERS INTERNATIONAL




EDWARDS AFB PROTOGRAPRS UF0 o | A/OA7E7T /';'

May 3, 1957: An unidemtified object was spotted by two civilian photo=theodolite
operators at Edwards Air Force Base in California., They tracked the object and

took pictures with the "specialized camera equipment;" results were dispatched
= irmediately to Wright-Patterson AFB at Dayton, Ohio.,  Unoffiicial reports said
P the object appeared round, that it caught the morning sun, and that its speed
// was not great, There were no estimates as to its size of altitude, Cdwards

officers would not hazard a ruess as to what the object was, although one said
4t could have been a weather balloon, "This desert air does crazy things " he
added, = L. A. Times, 5/9; N. Y. Journal-American, 5/10 (IMS), (Credit: MUrs.
Idabel Epperson, of L.A., for California clipping.)




NEVER USE FOR APPROVALS, DiSAPPROVALS,
CONCURKENCES, CR SIMILAR ACTIONS

SRR

ME0 ROUTING SUIP |

&

1 NAME OR TITLE ' INITIALS CIRCULATE
Mr Arcier
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION DATE COORDINATION
4 FOInN - ﬂ X '| |
2 FILE
|
INFORMATION
e e e e ——————— et T T S S e A e ol T T _‘-l—l—r-- L
3 . 0 NECESSARY
ACTION
y s NOTE AND
. RETURN
4 . \ '-EEE ME
SIGNATURE |
L— = e — l
REMARKS : ,
of
l- /tDﬂJ'L_ \.%m L"‘*-S"("\'u;:_"‘;an‘s | vg v 2 Saetr
al

gl el T NI o
1 3T waty 50 4
in; 4}/4 ed W ) q'[ﬂa_\ a.r:ﬁjlnﬂ 'po*t

5. E4a.AFB Aas At Nﬂ\ﬂ-l —~
& ¢ cad Pt ' gtowdand 4 TLC M-.M

%&4 ¢ IR ¥ |
\ : LM i = w :

"
-
vl

FROM MAME O& TITLE | > DATR |
AT ,Qﬁ""\;j (1’(, {Dt_'i._}-q A ":f;ﬂ -39
ORGANIZATION AND LOCATION o } \ TELEPHON I

qGET bYarte & |

FORM Replaces DA AGO Form 686, 1 Apr 18, and AFE &
D D 1 FEB 3D Fora 14, 10 Nov 47, which ;.?'...,- bé used). d 13—45487~4 @ro




il

MEMO ROUTING SLIP |  “"EhSioeanielis s

I NAME OR TITLE B |, “‘bu) i) CIRCULATE i
I-a-}--till-ner—' N4
ZATION AND LOCATION m I'E / COORDINATICN
4D2a o, A D i ﬂ"-""{ A o e
& £ FILE
DI‘] 1*1‘134 4 _ﬁéﬂq__ -5
7 i f s INFORMATION i[
3 , ¥ NECESSARY 1
ACTICN
Col Gilhart o |
NOTE AND '.
RETURN |
SRR w0 o ;
4 SEE ME .
Mr, Arcier | Ex |
, GIGNATURE '
%—
Pl v v e
5 Capt Gregcry
LEl
" : o — a ? J' : / / v
7 ‘e L hr’m(l rf"f” U (se totmik daos pm .

7 ey, l,a..hﬁ—‘.,a,,,_;f' b (&) /L-f"l'..-{_j...:l bl Garunt,
ff'( 7 v .ﬂ o

';/h--*’*-"u'lf——-*"?} 'r-:.i‘ i gvfh...ﬁ:_ oy LLW/A_A/‘“““,.]-
m G

L-'{...af {zf'nfdr“"’{ 7_- /._,.r.-‘..t é“fi"( 7L g C
/t’-.e /1-1'_15 /L;._;?.ﬂ-lvu-fuyﬂ f‘f J-n.?'i-

[ s o W= ]
/-JL-I-L—-.. .r.“,_} Corm CdrD (n (-":-") o |

7 S i"FL»-L-d—'C-vﬂ-' st ;r...:..w-..-. g’t’-?-f_.éa s C,i'i‘eﬁ-f-f..ﬂ_.a,i_ :
j erj o /4,‘.!

FRAOM NAME OR TITLE DATE
Capt Grexory :
ORGANIZATICH AND LOCATION TELEPHCHNE
LE! 702

FOAM Neplaces D.’i AGO Form 385, LApr 43, nnd ATHQ 10—4%457T -y
D D 1 FEB 50 9 5 Form 12, 10 Nov 47, which 1nay be wsed, $I58 R




| 0 %, 0 ( FILE CLASS: |
51 Oy, | OFF.CIAL FILE COPY |
i!i "%
G 4 __OFFICE OF RECORD"
AFQOIN=4

amigestad [Reply - lLetter Zrom "Flying Caucers - International™ on Zdwards AFB
r acicen

e

AFOIN-4X2¢

AFOIN-4X3 |

AFDIN-4X4

AFOIN-4A

h

I,.

T

m—OTN-#B
A=A, Maj Zyrnes 4 June 15657

2
}-

1
APOIN-U4BL /Capt G.T. Gregory/69216

AFQIN=4C

_ erence D/I-ATIC conference, 5 March 1957, on the UFO Program, regarding
> »acomnendations made by your orffiice that UFO correspondence of potentially
ous |or controversial nature, publicity wise, should be reviewed by the
- », and that it be released over the signature of Headquarters USAF, i
the Office of Information Services. :

Tang

-

- ccordingly, attached is a suggested reply to subject UFO organization's
~{epr- r the film and information on the recent Edwards AFB incident. It is

ceraghime to note that the Center did not receive the phataa and UFO repcrts,
than Two weeks after the date of the reqmst '

nffice. priginal £ilm 1is in repository with the UfO filles. Any decision to
rajeagse The £film and detailed data To tals organization must come from higher levels.
AF@lﬂlﬂF opinion, any exception nede in favor of one individual or organization will
y result in a flood of requests from the others. Tha suggested reply
with this in mind,
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el B 00¢ be informed that Mr. YNNG the director of this organization
cl:plnmd a book entitled "rlying Saucers,” which is now on the market,
larly vitriolic, ard contains a statement by a former UFO project

i m pt Ruppelt repudiating the Air Force findings. A copy with appropriate

.

mnents gnd notations will be forwarded.
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WX
Det 21, 4th Weather Group
fiqs Alr Force Ft Test Center
Edwards AfB, Calilornia
Request informatlon concernlrg any balloon launchings between

0700 to 0330 hours on 2 May 1957 involving large plastic balloons of

45 to 75 foot size. Information avallable here indicates your unilt

may use, or have knowledge of tests involving such balloons. Also
winds aloft, data from your records from 1500 to 5000 ft for this tine
period, to include knowledge of any other balloons released, or known
to have been 1in your area. Weekly track charts from 1110 Sup Gp,
Hedcom, USAF, show balloon S~321, from Vernallis, passed north your

area, moving west to east on same date., Immedlate reply desirable,
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+ 2¢ THE SIGHTING OF A UFO PHO:

HiCe BASCy HAY 39 BY TWO THEODOLITE OPERATORS AT THE TEST
,L,Tc{. OFFICIALS AT EDWARDS HNAVE ADLIITTED THE UFO WAS.

AACKED BY SPECIAL CAMERA EQUIPLIENT, AND THAT THE FILMS
RE 1 EDIATELY DISPATCIIED TO,FALII TECJIIII,CALwlIlTELLI{:f NCE
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SUBJECT: Detailed Arnalysis of Edwards AF Basa UFO Sighting - 2 May 57

length. A simple demonstration will guickly indicats that a
basketball held in front of ones's eyzs at this distance will
cover almost half of the visible sxy, and would be an indica-
tion that the objesct would be tremendous in size, il as stated,
obssrvad at 5,000 feet distance, The objzct, in actuality,
would be almost 1/2 mile wide,

. ST S O o S L

b. BEelief in "Flying Saucers® |

(1) One observer has given strong indications that h2 i3 a believer
in the so-called "flying saucera,"

(2) Stated that he obssrved a "disc" almost half the size of a
football fisld hanging ovaer a house for twanty minutes, Tins
and place was Rosamond, California, 0930 p.m, in January '50,
Files disclose no report within that general time and area,

(3) No commeat is considered nacessary regarding an object that
size over a cmall town for almost one-half hour and not being
sg2n by aay other persons or aircraft, or by radar that scans
that area 24 hours a day,

(4) Ths observers ware spocialiats in a fisld of photography. 1I%
should thersfore be apparent to them that even a previouasly
kaown object would be difficult to estimates as being 60 miles,
much less it appsaring as a readily identifiable objact oa the
prints if it could be photographad at that distance with tha
equimment used,

He Conclusions: Therefore, on'tne basis of the above, and particularly in
considsration of the factual data presented, singly or collectively, there is no
compelling reason to concluds that the objact was othsr than the balloon releassd
only a few minutes prior to the sighting,

6., This Center considasrs it unfortunate that its knowledgs of this incidant
wasd third-hand; it was brought to both tha public and press's attention days before
an unofficial UFO organization queried this Center on the sighting. <Zxperience has
proven that a ds2nial or explanation is never given the same publicity or atteation
as the original story.

6 Incls
1, UFO Rpt, 4td 14 May 57
2, UFO Quastionnaire (dup)
3. Fhotos, 25 @rints
4. Tims-track plot
5. Balloon Check, Edwards AFB
6., 4nalysis of Photos
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12. Did the abject mave behind some TNg ar anytine, particulariy a clowd?

A7 o TR S SR () ; e . et
{ireis Une ). 1€5 o Con't Know, - Y O ainswered ‘T;L-, hen ol what

it movad hahind: | 5
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13; Did e \.;'.l:r!":." move |In .‘r‘:"ﬂt r S5omerny :l."‘g f;f unj’f'}mr!‘ Fjjrri{:u;":f

e = -
"

L
L]
L]

v a cloud?

;-tl'q.' _.'r1:1| -'ii_‘l".‘.""_"l YEH]; Aalo ik, "_.';‘ wilJdT
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- _.I i #
Circle One): Yes () Don’t Know. |
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17. Draw a picture that will show the shopa of the cbject or objects. Label and include in your skeich any det

L .
l 16. Tell in o few words the following things obout the object.
[}
|
: SR e ORRISLESININ = b . 0 e e N R R e L
| 5 A bright Hetalic color
r b, Coler o b: EnG asdaive dnostiesla i 00 S0 8 oo BN SIS S ST RY  SR () s
?
£ y et I AL ke B la i R R A . g 1 3. VSO SR SE 5 AP, . el AL, A e LN S
:
|
|
|

Chf the 'Dbi-ﬂt'l’ 1hl:Il' yOu S5CW such a5 ',vi'-g*s, pl‘t::':rt.'.'..:c"'lfi, elc,, and ESD&C:UHV exhiust ilui!:i oF YQpor tearil s,
| an arrow besida the drawing 1o show the direction tho object was moving.
|
;' At Tirst 15 ninutes later
|
i
| T Vit
i
i

Orerhead

! east
i
i
!
o e i e e e e e —
{18 The edgas of the object were:
5 (Circle One); o. Fuzzv or hiurred T ¢ TRICET e D TR R T
: b. Like a bright ster
(c. Sharply outlined)
1 : i
' d. Don't remamper e e e

19, IF thara was MORE THAN OMNE object, then how mony were there? SOGBUNGneS I

Drew a picture of how they ware arrangad, and put an arrow to show the direcrion that they were traveling.

e — — - e T T ——

L]
-

|

i

L]

i

1

i

1

i

L]

1

i

!

|

!

i

[ |

i

1

1—-— - - —- — - A — S — — - - - - e - — - — - - — — - — -

2 T
!
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' - .= ——e - —— -~ ST L AL SRR s = wifl,
20. Draw a picture that will show the motion that the object or objects made. Place an "A” a1 tha baginning !
of the path, a “B” at the end of the path, and show ony changes in direction during the course. i
r :}3 !
|
|
¥ 'r
| A. '.
|
| 21, IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate what the real size of ths obiect wus in its longest dimension.
I_ i S el M— o —_— e e e mm o aw em R e m e e e o B m S s & e o s e e e e e LR R TR Al L — o T et T B e - |
! r - # § :
2 o'~ larga did the object or obecls appear as compa with one o 2 roilowing objects helag .n the hand |
22, How larga did the object biects app compared with f the foll 7 objec! j the hand
and ct about arm's length? :
|
:' (Circle One): g. H=z=ad of a pin g. Siiver doilar !
! . . Pea h. Basabali
¢c. Dime i . Orapafruir
d. Nickel (i. Basketball ) |
; . e. Quarter TN ] T o B R ) i
f. Half dollar |
l
7 ircle Une o e following to indicate how are of yvour answer 2o Quastion 272, i
22.] (Circle O f the foll g to indicate how certain you aore of .
|
(a. Certain) c. Mot very sure |
- i \ ¥ I
| b. Fairiy certain d. Unczertain t
W W M " . L5 £ 4 = | '_."‘_..""" + ~y ar + :
23. How did the obiect or objects disanpecr from view? ;E__JH -:f_":r:.".flbf_t?”j-’?? -..ijf'.'.:.'i%“.r_a.';{, VO BCe. i
b T T o o | SRR |
: I
-— — — = - e — T —— S -— e — - . e - i S A i Al s 1’
| = L =% T R A s S s e rA Lot TS IS = L
L — — T S —— o o — -"-
24. In order that you con give as clear a picture os possible of what you saw, we would liks for you te imagine that you couid
construct the object that you saw. Of whot type material would you make it? How large would it ba, and what shopa
would it have? Describe in your own words o énmmon objact or objacts which whan placaed up in thas sky would givse the |
some oppearance as tha object which you saw, ]
s lominum
J50' diameter |
- — . I i
Disk f -
: oncer | |
r 1 '
]
'r
i \
i
|
| i’
P
| B
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' 25. Whur*: wers You Iu{;'::h::;:i when YOU Sav tiie Ltl!‘.-fr_-f:'l? I :"i::u Vierie Yyou ff,r.rc!’e One
(Circle One): !
. | a. Inthe buainsss secrion af a « Wy
i a. Inside a building | b. In the residential section of a city?
: (b lnecor) (. In open counteysida?)
l ¢, Qutdoors | d. Flying near on airfield?
l d. In an airplane | e, Flying over a city?
!' a. At sag , f. Flying ovar apan couniry? '
| Ty el e s ! By G e T R I R TR A
LS T e AT TS ST L RO e e il R VT L A N AT AL vt e s i et
l :..}?. w':"‘-;? were yoOu -_fuimt o1 ﬂ;t": tire YL SOW Pha ";E.H*: 1% and how did Y o ."Iﬂp;}i’:l} ta notice “,?

gso low and ¢ ompanion bro

O el S

nZ piclkup tru*l-::. It was s

. S A R —————

ought it to my ¢

oW and ¢ ompanion brought it to my attensticn. |

i
! - = B e T e — B Frep—— e ——— e — i p— N R———— A e ==t :
| 1
f B L R S 8 —— e J— — — - - r e S — —— T R e L R L e— oML Do - T e = R LB Y = o 1
| '.
. e s R e e e
? W IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTCHVOBILE or other vehicle at the timas, then complete the following questions® ;
{ -
| 98 ! 9 O |
' s & o Il i i
8.1 Whar direction were you moving? (Cirele One) ;
| . |
a. Morth c. Enst (uu Smil'il) 9. Wast ;
b, MNorthaast d. Southeas! f. Southwest h. Northwes! 1
i
!
28,2 Hoew fost were you maving? D - el iles ner hour, ;
1
‘ 28,3 Did you stop at any time whils you were h'm'n;ing at the rql}ft:c!? i
~ L { |
| (Circle One) (Yes) Mo J
It : ; :
i 29, What direction were you looking when you first saw ths objact? r”'rrc.fn Cne) :
| :
* a. North (c. East ) e. South g. Nest :
b. Northeast d. Southeast f. Southwest h., Morthwest
vy g K : D LS | e w o S R e o e e e S |
] i i ) !
L oJ. What direction were you looking when you lost saw the object? (Circle One)

) d b4 F i
| . !
' / - ]
| 0. r\lﬂfrh (C- Cas .) e. 5'-..‘.]:-"1 0. 1'1"35!' !

| . L] i i

b, MNorthaost 4. Southeast f. Southwest h. MNoithwest ;

L

31, If you are familiar with bearing terms (angulur direction), try 1o estimate the number of degrees the object wos |

| from true North and also the number of degrees it was upward from the horizoen {Ei{*‘u’ﬂﬂﬂﬂj. ‘

sarad:

31.1

When it first app

Vs
s e 4 Bl

Erom frue MNorth

-
o — o ———— S =

W n. I "'Eﬂ'?"“'.'.'s
3 ; f .
:: b. From horizaen ,_*_"5 e QTR
\ 3] .2 "";i‘-'eﬁ i! d! Gppegr '.'."I.' )
a, from true MNortn A5 7. dngres: i
b. From horizon X5 . degrees.
: Ty = 52 - sy i e 8 o o, T 4 ey ) T i T B T T S (P e —_ ————— e A —— S L A U el ]
-
< S
e
IEY P IRARE 1 E ST LR T ST i G (RPNt | SO .
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In the ':Jilﬁwm_; ET{EI‘Ch, imagine tat you are at

high the ohject was above the horizon (skyline)
i - ¥ & - 3 If‘_'

show how high the obisctwas above thie horizon (shy

position when you [ast saw if.
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33. In the following larger skatch place an “A
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Refer to smaller sketch as an example of how to complete the lurqger skateh.
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]'-1 Wh'ﬂf weoere l"h.' 'ﬁuﬂrhﬂ!‘ iur.*:jnl'i s ol I}IL- Fitmnes Yod Sgw ”1" obect:
' . 21 1 . - Wil o - b .
| 34.1 CLOUDS (Circle Cne) 34.2 WIND (Circla Onel
a, Clear sky a. Mo wind
(b. Hazy) (. Shight breess )
e SE"I”EFFH! C |'f'll"-' ! 2 C Erf!" l.'_l-l"l” iy 1[1:_]
! d. Thick or heavy clouds d. Dan't remambor
g, Don't remembaer
: 34.3 WEATHER (Circle Onea! 14.4 TEMPERATURE (Circle One
(_ Drv ) a., Loid
: o, F'm-_], mist, or haht roin (;:. (_D,_.?)
! G ”l't.l':l"!"_"."fﬂ"r." or :'i":-ﬂ'r'}' raint L) l-jll*l-rﬂ"
' £ B d. Hot
|: e. Don't remember a, Don't remoembe:
[ # i oy - i i # §
| 35, When did you report to soma official tha! you Hiad seen the obijec:”
: ,r - f. -
I' ;}*1}‘ "l'lm.:-, Y 1;
| ‘6. Was anyone else with you at the time you saw the object?
|
| Sy : '
: (Circ le One) ( :’--*-J Mo |
|
I’ :.ﬂ ] i youd answoered Y[ 5 110 ey Son the J}f‘}if‘::'? ban ¥
I s 1 3
; fLirr_'."-: O.’i::.r ( ff.“‘-) N o |
1 \
| 34.2 Pleuse list their nammes and ~ddiessos: ‘
i
j lancacter, California
E
i 37. ¥%as this the first time that you had ween an object or vhjects like this? |
i . |
! (Circle Ope! Yes (Hn)
| 37.1 IF you answered NG, then when, where, and under what circumstances did you see ather ones?
1 = = - - 3 -
| {26t of Rosamond ~ January 1950 - Large disk (150'0 huns over the housse
: % 3008 for 20 minutes at 2130 hourse. '
I - _— — - - " il K
| e \ :
't 1d. In your opinion what do you thirk the ohject was and what might have caused it?
" ¥
| '
: I don't lnow .
|
i
f b
| i
"r — B e S el B B I
i e S e L N

e S R S N B, RS
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TELEPHONE NUMBER
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¢, College
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. Estimate how | G Vi

5.1 Circle one of the faile

r 1
(Circle Qne): a.
) o
( L a ' ! |
Co I.i'l'l,_"

the object?
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8. IF "y‘-.‘ll! saw I":”'{:- ",‘*"‘Ji&*"?

at MIGHT, T°

ar AWM, ¢

what did YOU NBTICE |

8.1 STARS (Circle Ore): 8.2 MQON (Cirele One):
a. None a, Bright moonlignt
b. Afew b, Juil moanlight
c., Many c. Mo moonlight — pireh darl
|
on't remambar d. Don't remambe
E L] r 'r -
‘;‘l 'I‘I‘. ' ) |'l ¥ 'l~| l""-.'f I-I i l.".‘r f.l-4 1 'ilr‘ '. J -Ial. L I 1 " 'F ] '_"Ip" Il.'-.I
’rl."i_‘}';: O.’}-:J' ( " I "f - 0 ) b H V] L u '.“ili' ren -_-rr*':'.t-‘_-r
- —~ g ] i ' *
). F it wos BRIGHTER THAN sy heckground, was tha br J.}'T*n-’r_"r'.‘; like that ot an automebrie hegaiioht?
{Circle Jrn) a. A mile or more uway (a distont car)?
b, Severai blocks away
c., A block away?
( . s vt O3} -“r +I‘.*-|-':T":.-"? )
o, Uther
] L f}l.j :‘!‘lﬂ‘ DE;ECT: f(frt_‘h: f}: e 10 :.-nr‘_ft que l;h"trl}
3. Appear to stand still at any time? v (‘ ") Mo Don't Kncw
b, Suddenly spead up and rush away or gny time? Yus (Hn ) Don't Knuw
: : . ] i
¢, Braook up into parts or explod::’ Yes (Mo ) Dor't Know
d. Give off smoke? fos (?‘Jc: ) Dan't Know
e, Chaige brightness? fes (i‘-r:.- ) Don't Know
t, Change shape? (I"di) e o't Knrow
g. licker, theob, or pulsate? (Y{:E) Mo ion't Know
12. Did the object mave behind something at anytime, particularly ¢ clowd?
( Circlo One): Yes (“" ) Dan't Knuw. It you answered YES, then '21l what
it moved behind: _ __ : - | e
13. Did the cbiezt move in front of something ot anytime, porticularly a cloud?
'Circls Oneo): Yes (H,J Daon’t Know. IFF you answered YES, than te!] whar
i+ movad in front of: _ - : TR i i .
a0 2 5 - i i #
14, Did the cbjast appear:  (Circle Onal (a. Solid?) b, lransporent? ¢c. Don't Kiicw
' " i | |
15 Dli :.’ﬂl.l G:‘J.ir'&rh“: 1'!”.&1 :1:'71'.".'E" FOrOUgN 1y .‘_*f :l ) f-';r t‘: wlr“'la?
- ¥ f i .]'l
u. Eyeqglassas Yos ( Na) o, Yinocuiars X ( Nos
D, SI_II" -'_qi 155725 Yos ( 'J) f . '[;_*!L pSCOpe Tes ( H._-_-)
c. Windshield (Vel) No g. Theodalite b g Moy o Lilied
L] TEd W i . i B2 LT i 3 ™ - 'J i1| -:re -
el W l"Tdﬂ'ﬁ r!!'tit" ) i ( .'“.-.) !.'l., L‘If..',.:,r f...p.ii hn“j_-l.- .'J_EEP"'JE - -L.J ) 0 [ #
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27 May 1957 ]”FE letter

DATE

SUBJECT

Datailed Analysis of Edwards Air Force Base UFO Sighting - 2 May 1957

e m— =g -

~ ROUTIHG

Initial "IN" column to denote review prior to action, Initial "oUT" column to denote review of completed
action., (¥ for action: -~ for coordination,)

T

T .

=

e e e i

. - ———

OFF | CE out | 1N OFF | CE out!| IN OFF | CE ouT| In OFF | CE ouT 'H_[ OFFICE |CUT
01t-1 OIN-2 OIN-13 OIN-A4 sEarsS e

- — e R - . e S - —— e e —_——

DINe IX OIN-2X QIN- 3X OlN- 4% AFO ¥

i et e s e e ——— —— ol -

AFOINe X

AFGIN=-%1

AFD I N X2

AFOiIN-X13

AFDIM=X4

AFOl X5

AFO LN Z |
CABLES

i "
: - ok e L =y S . S Herts s S
';' FILE
- | R DISPATCH 1
| TO: DATE |

AFOIN=X1 (Mr, Q) 27 May t’-—?.fi?
FROM: < i "F'E:T::F-i-i‘i:ir NO .,

=3 O b L B g R W Em T R

.AFG IN"m

COMMENTS (lise reverse, if necessary) AFOIN=L4EL/Capt tﬁré‘é??ry/
Ext: 70246

l. Genaral: This analysis is basad on 2 careful revisw and study of all facta
and pertinent information sutmitted on thls case, Ths analysis is in thres basic
pacts:

a. <Study of the obassrver's UF0 questionnaire, the official UFO rapor$t from
Zdwards AFB, airborne objscts known %o hav2 been in the area at the time, geographical
factora, and tha elements of time, elsvations, bsarings and meteorological conditions
partinent to the sighting,

b, Analysis of thsodolite photozravhs submitted, with corrslation to thas
known facts,

c. Evaluation of the sources (observers).

2, Analysis of U0 Raport and Russiiounalirs Data:

a. UFO report, photograpnhs, and questionnaire as accomplishad by the obasrver
was not received by this Center until 23 May 1957, (see inclosure #1, /2, and %3) and
a considerable time after the incident hud reachad both ths press and the pudlic,

b, Refesrance paga 3, item (1l )(a) of UFO report., The attempied analysis of
t.is sighting by the officer prevaring the report to the eifect that the object could

FORM ” . _j
AFHD , oy =5 0=85 rrevious epirioNs oF THIS FORM MAY HE USED, P50

1 -
- N, -
L) . -
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16. Tell in a few words the following things abiout the ahject.
T
By Sound L g o T RN N
= e B liata 11
b. Color . Bright letalic color .=~~~ = . et
V7. Draw a picture that will show the shape of the chject or objects, Labe! and include in your skatch any details

B e e = e = . S e i, T

i 4 ] " i W f r [
of the cpject inal you saw SUch a5% wings, protrusions, etc,, and t‘?ﬂﬁ?":*"}“}' yxhauast trails or vapor travs, |

M 8 ] i ol i i i
an errow besida the druwm; to show the cirection the oL!eCT Was moving.

At Tirsd L5 ninutes later

of

Overhen

—— - — s o B —

18, The edges of the object wara:

Circle One): o. Fuzzy or blurred B Y i o
b, Like a bright stor

(':- SFIL-.':’:*_; r_.'.}Hin-:-d) L Lt o e —— 3
d. Don't remember I ksly) 1w W WSO " s S _ )

- - — ¥ g ' - o
19. IF thore was MORE THAN ONE obiect, then how many were there? _JL!._...uQ!.lg 1L e OO L T
Drow o picture of how they ware orranged, and put an arrow tc show the direction that they were iraveling.
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Fe ‘r _'w:y'ﬁm_.__,:._,_.l r—

e

= @ s s = cw—

il (Circle One): a. Haad of a pin g. Siiver dollar
b, Pea h. Boaseuall
c. Dime i. Grapetruir
d, Nickei (j. BRaskethall) 7
e. Quarter T T Tl R A
f. Half dollae
22,1 (Circle One of the following to indicate how cartain you cre of your answar to Question 22.
(q. C-r:rfuin) c. Mot very sure
b, Fairiy certain d. Uncartain
H . ® & " . o g 1 ‘l # -t ' . ]
| 23. How did the object or objects disappecr from view? It £ inally went too for ovte
;
EF A e e e S TSR URRES - —— oo B e et e e S e TR T L L UL L L S S R i - I T m e D e .
24. In order that you can give as cloor a picture as poassibla of what you saw, ws would !ike for you te imagine that you could
construct the abjact that you xaw. Of what typa matariol would you make it? How largs would it be, and what shope
wauld it have? Describe in your own words a Enmmon object or ahjacts which when placed up in ths tky would giva the
soma oppearance as the object which you suw, :
r Aluminum color .
150175 feet in diamster
Digk shape
i
|
- .
S
_—

W R e —— i W P T W W

&Eon
20. Draw o pictura that will show the motion that the ::':.:;ru:t or r;:-hiﬂn:t:i made, Ploce an "A” ai the ':m-air.nirr.-_:

of the path, a “B” ot tha end of the path, aud show any changes in direction during the course.

2 B

A

TN T T —rh W S WS T T - e W L T e L. e i -Sr-rif— - - S — E——— s o am  femme —— - L K i it i L -

21. IF POSSIBLE, try to guess or estimate what the real size ot the objsct wus in its longest dimension,

d950=173  feer.

e —

T —— SR SR —— -— g —— —_—— - e — - —— L S W ——— S g G = —— — f— e - - -

F}'}

R L]

How large did the objecr or objscts appear as compared with cne of
and ar about arm’s langth?

the following ebjects hald a1 the hand

A -
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i ) ¥
hers were vou located when you <ow

(Circle One):

B s S el T

Insicle a building
In & car )
':}ur_?::urs

In an airplens

e. At sea i

f. Other

r——un

— i o e— - . [ - - # = = - i

i o S g SR ef il B P A T M

" " » T II Ll ™
Y -!'I'-' "I'-.lri I'L:‘ I:ﬁl""l-‘f
i

1I“Ih-1+ were }"QU ‘l'.lr'}i”g 'I:']" ﬂl'lﬂ' !’l'|r.-'

l']“.-l ;1-..‘-'

Peaqge

T = r___h"l.urt

g, inths businass section of g city
B ¥ ] r . |
b. In 'ILI" festadential section oFf aa cr1iy
Ll ] (] -
(':.. In open countryside?)

. Fiying necr an alrfield?
e, F]Jrl 19 lJ‘J*I’E{IT:,,

1. Flying
g. Other

over open country?

:"! - — —
s : ) ! i ’
¢ did vou hoppen to notice it?

1 wes riding in e piclap to one of the iclimnia stations end I just hapoened to
| look up in the sky. T T N ST | .5 '
i ST e * R e it oAl e o i i s it B D L T
A el BT o ST DO N o LR RS Wl O, 1 - B o IR i e BT ]
b [ -4.- -—x.-, i = . - » ™ - 1
: . IF you were MOVING IN AN AUTOMOBILE or other viehicle at the time, then comnplete the following quastions !
i |
| } 4 ; . {
j 28.1 What direction were you moving? {Circle Che |
i
o. North ("‘ Eﬂ:t) e¢. South 0. "r‘f':“if :
b. Northeast d.. Southeast f. Southwest h. Northwes! -:
:
; A I .

28.7 How fast were vou moving? . 22 0 .. miles per hour. |
|
. 28.3 Did you stop at any lime whila you were looking at the object? ‘
|
. (Circle Ope) (‘f'ua) No :
1 ]
I rl
F ..... - - iy i — A i —— e B = I = Wi SCe B T S S — o i = S = - {
. 29, Whot directicn wera you loaking whan you first saw the obj=2et? (Circie One) :
I
i i
I 1 i
: a. North (c. East) e, South g. Wast ;

b, Northeast d. Soutleast f. Southwast h., Morthwast
&= . = T ol i i i e o L e L i s b b i
‘- |
i I ; . . - i § . = 5 ™y - i
w. What direction were you laoking wien you last saw the object? (Circle One) |
- \
| i i
| o, North (<. f'r”t) e, South g. Wast :
b, Northeast d. Souihecst f. Southwest h. Northwast :
| re Lo
e e R W W ——— S ET T ETER e — — e B mE e ————— - =g & = =W - T T — e — - —— 5 R W s T S e TEE—— - . —_ =
¥
31, It yvou ar= tamiliar with bearir g terms ’J”]LH"'IF f.!‘ruc’fl'::*n] try to estimate the number of ﬂ‘ff.l""ﬂi the object was ‘
-' from true North ond alsa the number of deareas it was upwrrd from toh2 herizon (elevation). -
|
?
21,1 VWhen it first cppeared ‘-

; ‘
; a. From true North _ ._T..) —.. degrees, i
| : !
t b. Frem horizon ____ J'j_' 3.

Li

r L
‘ :
; 31.2 When it disappearcd: ;
. A
l a. From true Morth ’{-;’, ¥ diagreas. :
l i
: s ,
' b.- Frﬂm NOrIZON . . 4 J it ik E
| ,
-F-
"




e = LSt e v - 297
! i w = L] - i r L | i} 1 i : i
32, In the following sketch, imagine that you ars at the poin! shewn., Place an *A” on the curved tine 10 show how
i .
v ' g s ' { . . ’ . iy ' :
| high the object was abova the horizon (skyline) when you first saw it. Place o "B” on tha seme curved Hie ¢ .
| 1 1 . — .u ‘.-\. . ] . .Iu A ; _— = Y .
| show how high the object was cbove the horizan (skyline) whon you last saw it
; ;
|
i .
i .
1
i
| ' !
|
i
!
I
| ]
: .
|
[
| :
+ L
| - { ;

33, In the following larger sketch place an “A" at the position the ohject was whan vou first saw it, und o “B" at

png;itir_}n Whtﬂﬂ "fﬂu fﬂ'sf S i?. i'i,{;fr*.." f':r -.-!‘-‘;”ur ,*:-.Lilﬂl'l a5 oan ur.i;mp.lﬁ C.a-f i]D'H to -.,‘_!.'..IT!"‘.ple.*l’-r'f 71.:1!3 E:;rf;_nfr *'.*‘...-'_-'l wf 3 I s
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14. What were the weather conditions al the time you sow the objec)

3

.

1.1 CLOUDS (Circle Cna)

a, Clear sky a
c}. H;".I.‘.‘_;") (i"

c. Seattered clouds

s
L

O

¢, Thick or }w:n'-"_,' clouvds
e s gﬂ'fi t't!ﬂll.'ll‘lll-‘_::'

343 WEATHER (Circle Qne! 34.4 It
( }; I-.’:;J) 0.
y. Fog, mist, or light roin ).
c. Modercte or i‘,uuv}r FOIN C .
- ” |
4. SNOW 4
- . r)t'.il.lil' r-E-FT‘."'rH.IJr'?I" i
- T ya . 'I‘. = i L] ] . I = ..' i '\1' ;!' L]
3%, Wnen did you report to some official thal you had s2en tae objer

e Vg 1957
Day T N

""(1_ l'Illf'iﬂ'. -'H'I?"l.ri':'-_f *;'!‘,,E' ‘.p'..'ith ‘I’:JU 9 g 'H"Il" 'fl' NG YyOu S ::.‘__‘ ':a!.'_I[*.'f_!']

g

(Circie One) ( [ } No
6.1 IF you answered YES, did they see the abject to
(Circle Ong) ("f*r‘:) o F
6.2 Please list their nameas and ad

i

P.0. Box Rosemond.,, California

. - - -

17 "‘l"{.'l‘.‘i thi'i the Hrsf time T!‘l"::l YOu hod seon an ",]-1_"-|r_}":'f or g:,hi;_-;r_t:-, i ke

(Circ le One) (Tr':. ) IO

= S A

28. In your :.;pfrlifm what do you think the f.rhif-r_'. was and what uri‘__il"-'-' £
Do not have any idea
"D
P [P e W hwl - )

5-* ) WML 1'-.._‘!. cle U Lig

P~0 wind
Shigiht breeza J
5? -'.:r‘lu ey ;f“_l

Df‘)ﬂll‘ IFH;'---n:'.'-".-r

-y = = wm — - -

- . [ ]
37.1 IF you answered NC, ther when, where, and under what circumstances did vou see other o

-
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19. Do you think you can estimate 1ne spead © el

!

- ! "l.:I.._
(Circle One) Yes ()

- | I.'
w) gl ! e sl i 5 NE !..'If"* - ' "I"“ "
t I y i answered YES, then what speed would you At

: ' - e P
Ir rl.-r'r.l.l. rl. L ir .-I. li.q-".'_ll "l'-_I ; - 1'1{ r wi ') ]

: . . o
A1), Co WG U think you can cstimate NOWwW

—

‘Tircle One) ( {r:) Mo

- I L
RV ot S N e i vou 59
F vou agnswerad TEY, then now iar Gway Woll iy ,

O
)
:3
e -
.=
{2 .
TR Y
-~
oy
1
LT

4 1 Fleagse give the ;-_"-Eif:-.finq Iinformanoan 0oyl .rll‘

E' ret Mame Midgdin M rne

| i ]

L ast Maomro

| .m0 i =

v 2 11T 0N o

I T a1 &) o Sy HE G phglheits = o -
finmi Lancas wel AL

" Ve - il ' pie 1 e B 3

L] AL.iL*‘i.l.rE-_‘\j . :I.i = ‘{-‘.jl-'i L

‘ t:.'r't‘. - ]

L

- ~ M4 a1’
| (ELEPHONE NUMBER hitehs Ll

& & -y R, | - .]I .‘-.*,..'-l . ™
!; What | r present fmb Y In{:t rune I':.t lecnanlc ﬂ.nI.bE'J__O:J'.—-:h 2L O
| !' 1.11 ts .}'I:‘LJ ] '-.l:.-b i ‘: i . .

| 29 =, Male
; ,i‘il'ﬁ ot e
|
| L ]
| eyl od | T ‘nina that you have nad, i
P!r: 15e tIT'ii"uT{‘ gny speciy vGucationgl lraaining y'Q ave
| - - i o [ A 1_\ *I
‘ v oo, technical schod
 Grade school . 4= e,

a, G i |

. . 1 o RTY”':} - - -

o, Ht'_ﬂ\ 5C hool : - : . |

Ythe: special troining

| ¢. College : f. Other special 9
| d. Post yraduate .
\ % e R
1. ¥ 19?:]
] *1-“._-__“ . I
| i thi astionnatire; 2 . : ’r* 1*-:'_”
’ 1) D 1Ite voau ::implz_.rtr&; Nis qQuasho qire. by S -
i 3
1
|
|
|
!
|
|
i
i
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U. S. AIR FORCE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SHEET
(SUMMARY DATA)

In order that your inferination may be filed and coded as accurataly as possible, plaase vse
!

tha following space to write cut a short descripticn of the evant that you observed. You may re-
peat information that you have uirenri}r given 'n e -';uﬂ;fiﬂn.'mirﬂ_ and add any further COMINANis,
statements, or sketches that you believe are impartant., Try to present the details of the o

l]-'E- 2rv-

tion in the order in which they accurred. Additional pages ¢f the some size paper may be attached
It they are needed,

RS e — T Vs .
NAME % O N e L ! (Do Not Write in This Space)
(Plaase Pnnﬂ !
i CODE:
SIGNATURE _(not evaileble for signature) = |
JATE A e e A I T Sy :

L — s . 4= e e - S S - Sl === 5408 NP, F—— S N a—— f— FE—— oo L

'- LEe e ——

er e

Askania station # MNe LA trzr hezding east for 100 yer

saw the object 2% zhout 1500 feet up in the air, Just harging there. Tho driver
"I

Ny
L'-F"r.i-i‘:h

and nyeelf continued to the Ackenie statlion snd

e left the ﬁ st

—

stption headineg south for one mile then twurned east for
rds 1 leocked thru the windehleld

ncoverad and losded the caners.

1

From the time Lirst seen till cemera was loated 10 minutes had post. e started tai-
in~ pictures of the objeect with the camera manucliy. We toolk approximetely 40 frames.

L—

e
LL

r the objezt for enNDI0X mm,ely 25 to 30 minutes bhefore it went out of Eiéjll‘t-

— — — - R — PEEN—— e o i e e oagem. wm g Em wd
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ad 5 A Edmrd AJE‘LB“B Cau(:’.'.l- Lqusu |

|.
!
|
|

" "i-"‘ ." f .. & LY el e r.'_ l I-'ml---"r'.l- f

This case received naﬁ*cn-:wida publicity because the UFO waa
Lserveac over so-called "Unifed States secret testing grounds', and had been :
.stegrapaed oificially by high-speed gameras, especially dezigned (o track
iire.rait and missiles by AF personnel,
: ~awcbject was observed by the camera crews, wha, took a seriea |
{ sactographs after it had moved some distance away., The sighting was |
apvarently released to the presa, directly or otherwise, p*icr to afficial A
esiigation, A study of 32 phatographs taken and highly magnifisd, disclosed
the ab;ec* to be the size of a maich head, but changing shape {rom round o
~.liptical, as the early sun's rays played upon its surface. A wind plot,
-orrelated with the reported speed and movements of the object, praciically
-oincided, This pointed to the object being a balloon. Furtier investigations.
rot only disclosed that a balloon was reigased in the vicinily, bul precise
~eodolite measurementa cuinmded Wlth the chserver's reports as o times,

‘._ ey

‘evations and bearings: .7 ¥R RACS

-

s

e

=
e . & B o

. A—

‘This case is considered to have been improperly handled, It did
10% some %o zhe attention of ATIC uniil well aller the press had received i%: th
Cdwards AFS offitial made statements to the press that it was "gnknown!
when investigadons disclose that they had Geea infogrmed that it was a ballcon;

.ad the local cnmmandar could } Have m:l*.red. La: uase by makmg tocal inguiries
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Thia case receiveus nasiocn-wile publicifty Decauss The UMD was vvBerred
OVST the scecallsd "United L%4:98 sacret testing grounds", and had be=n DLQLhoe
sraposd orficially by highespied cageras, specially desizned o Urack airerals
end misailea, by AF personisl.

Iha object wasd obsawr:Qd by the camera crews, who, 00k a seriza O

phoborxraphs after it had mured some distances away. They later described 1t as

dise saaped tO interrogators, after they brougat the matter to the attenticn of

sthers. A study 32 photogrephs taken, snd highly megnified disclosed the object
P . L4, ' o

to the aize of a match head, but changing =hape from round to elliptical, as the
@arly sua's rays played upon ita surface, A wind pbt, correlated with the roe-
rortad speed and movemeats of the objecs, practically ccnclded. This poincad 5o
the object being a b=lloona. Turther investizations no$ conly disclosmd that =
alloon was ralaased in tha wvicinliy, but precise theodolitsd measurements coine
¢ided with the observer's rsport as to times, elsvationa and beurings,

This casa 18 consldersd as having been impronerly handled, It did nob
come o the attention of ATIC uatil well after the press had roecelved it; ths
Edwards A™B rI0 officar mades siatemsnta Yo _th-‘:l presa that it was "unknown", waan
invesatigatons disclose that ho ywaa izformed it was a halloon; and the local

cumnandeT could bave solvsd the' case by making local injuirdes o !is varioua

unita.
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BALIGOON CHECX O ZIWARDS A¥3 CASE

As par telephone conversatlon with Major Wininger, Detachnens 2L,

4 Weather Group, Ddwards AV3, Califormia,
Major Windageyr 13 aware of the facts of Thals cvase and he stated,
(quote) "On the worning of 2 May 1957, Ti40 PDP they rel:@:ased a

Rawinsonde balloon whish ot relaase weasur=s SO0 e O 5 L0 O Toe%,

- e —
i i

in diameter, which reaghes 4 Adameter of 75 To 90 2%, ab 60,000 2%,

E — g

altitndel' lajor Wininger also stated that this sighting 13 quite
Obvigusly the bhalloon Thay released, Thls irformation waas siven ©o

tha information offlcer ot Tdwards AV3.

_(;‘fl,_ ‘._ :{..( /:/*};', :
QLIVER D. SILL
M/8gt, USAP
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards AF Bass Ur0 Sighting - 2 May 57

‘not hava been a dballoon is not valid, In fact, the data supplied tnroughout 4hs
roport (exact gsographical locations of balloon site, obssrwvers' positions, metro
data, precise computations as to anglesa or elevalion, bearings aznd altitude, anong
others) indicate that it is highly improbable that tha object was other thaan a ballocon,

C. A caomparative analysis of the aata from ths UFO gquestionnairse and tha
data derived from scientific instruments and actual official time-tracks of tho
balloon lauvmechad indicate the following:

(1) Testimony given by both obssrvers is that the time of their
sighting was betwsen 0755 and C820 (see attached copy of UFO
Questionnaire, Form 164),

(2) A rawinsonds ballcon was relecased by the Edwards AFB weathsr
atation, west of ths obssrvera, at 0740 hours and accurately
tracked until 0820 hours (UFO Report, 14 May 1957).

(3) Observers both estimate the bsaring of the objszet to be
75 _degresa when it first appeared, preswumably at 0755.

(4) Official time-tracking of the balloon (UFO Report, 15 May 57)
wag as follows:

(a) 0750: True Esaring -~ 70 dsgress
(b) 0800: True Bearing - 80 degrees
(¢) 0810: Trus Bearing - 60 dagrees

(5) Therefcre, interpolating for the first two time-tracks, the
bearing is exactly 75 dsgrees. Using an average of all thres,
the results are 70 degress,

(6) Observers' state that when first observed, their estimatsd

angle of elsvation of the object was 45 degreas, and 15 desgrees
when it disappeared,

(7) A trigoncmetrical trecatment of the data in the official UFO
Foport (paragraph la(ll)) indicatss that the angle of eleva-
tion during the periods given by the observers was apprroxi-
mately 30 degrees and 23 degrees respectively,

d. It hasheen repzatedly proven that without accurate instruments and
davices, a person ssldcom can estimate angles of elevation against the sky within
10 to 20 degress of the actual elevations, prarticularl; in areas other than di-
rectly overhead cr on the horizon,

e. Therefore, allowing for the known inability of the average person to
correctly estimate anglss and time, the officially computed times, besarings and
elevations of the balloon released, slmost perfectly coincide with the figwes
civen by the observers,

.
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AISCC 1st Iod

llos 40024 Alr Intelligence Service Squedron (ADC), Enb Alr TFores
G A Y ORANN A0EYT
fage, Colecraco - 1y MAT 1904

T0s Cconmander, Alr Tzchnical Intellligence Center, ATTNe AFCIN 414,
Hright=-raiierson Aly lorece Daze, Chio

Forvarded fox your Iinformation and necessary action, [UICB
Trdex Card (AISC? Fornm lloe 5) will be Coxwarded vhen prapared,

FOR THE COMANIDER:
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HEADQUARTERS
AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER

AIR RESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT COMMAND

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Edwards Alr Force Baone Culifomla

FTOOB | | 15!
SURTECT: Unidentiflied Ilying Object Report

TO: Conmander
Air Defenge Command
Attn: 46024 AISS
Ent Air Force Bage
Colorado Springs, Colorado

1. In accordance with paragraph seven, Alr Force Pegulation |
200-2, the following reported sighting of an Unicdentvified Flying
Object is forwarded for necessary action, Report 1s baing sub-
mitted in letter form due to non-availebility of Air Force Form
112:

a, Report follows prescribed format (par 7d, AFR 200-2),
(1) Description:
(a) Disk shape.
(b) Size compared to basketball, |
(¢) Aluminum or metalic in coler,
(d) One,
(e) N/A,

(f) Object was estimated to be 150-175 feet in
dizmeter, It was sharply outlined and was shaped like a saucer,

(g) Hone,

(h) No sound.

(1) Had translucent glow.
(2) Description of course:

(2) Observers first sighted object at a very low
altitude while traveling to the Photo Theodolite Station in a truck,

e —

(b) Elevation: 45° Azimuths Q°

( C) Elevation: & ‘50 Azimuath: 0Q° I

.:L "-—L"-:*-“h-ﬂ"'.'-iﬁh't“l- D S, & . i - I




FIC0B, Hq AYFTC, , Subj: Unldentified Flying Object Report

(1) Object traveled in an eastexly direction at
all times, At times object appeared to stand still and change shape
or pulsate, Object was at an estimated altitudz of 1500 fe: 1
Velocity of object was unknown,

(2) Object disappeared from sight due to extreme

*L L f
di : h"i“ﬁnﬂa.

(f) ILength of time in sight was approximately
ninube

(3) Obsarvation:
(2) Ground visual.

(b) Object was tracked by a 15 power scope which
a portion of the Photo Theodolite equipment.

(c) N/A,

(4) Time and date:
(2) 1455Z to 15202, 2 May 1957.
(b) Day.

(5) Iocation: Approximately 34° 53%' 30" N - 117° /0!

(6) Obssrvars:

(a) sioUENE. . Civilian

32 Years

”Roﬁamond, Calif'ornia
nsovrunent Mechanic and Opsrator
(b) “

™o st ﬁvﬂnue.- Lancaster, California
Inﬂtrunent Mechanic and Operator

(7) Ueather and Winds:

(a) Secattered cloudas estimated to be at 6000
feet, The sky condition was dull daylight, Surfacs winds were
light,

(b) Winds: Surface « 360/09
6, 0G0 - :‘f?(*;rlr?

10,000 260/29

16,000 260/37

20,000 _270/33

N




FTO0B, Hq ATFTC, s Subj: Unldentified Flying Object Report

30,000 .~ 280/53
50,000 ~ 260/29
&0 1 O = Zjl;-(_}/{"]'?

(¢) Ceiling - lone,
(d) Visibility - 30 miles,

(e) 2/10 total clound coverage
1/1C cumulus at 4500 fest
1/10 cirrus at unknoun altituds

(f) No thundarstorms.
(8) Sharp tropopause inversion at 42,500 feet MSL,
(9) 1/A,
(10) Negative,
(11) Preparing Officer and comments:
(a) Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations,

(b) Veather stations at Palmdale Airport, George
Alr Force Bass, Mojave MCAAS, and China Lake Naval Al atatlmn vers
quuriad as to whether any weather balloons had been released at or
about the time of sighting, Reply in each casz vas negative, A
rawiitonde balloon was released by the weather station at Edwards
Alr llorce Base at approximately 0740 hours Pacific Daylight Tine,
2 May 1957, The following information on the releass of subjsct’

balloon:

0740 hours, . . Balloon released at Tduwerds (342 64t
3" N — 117° 521 00" E),

0750 hours, . . 13,287!' elevation, 8038 7ardis from
station on a true bearing of 70°.

0200 hours, . . 22,802! elevation, 16,295 yards from
station on a true bearing of 80°,

0810 hours. . . 34,448' elevation, 27, 648 yards from
station on a true bairlﬁg of 60°,

0820 hours, . . 44,a91' elevation, 38,603 yards fron
station on a true besaring of 40°

Basad on the above track made and the locavion of the observerz atb
the time of sighting, the weather balloon releaged at Edwards could
not have been the unidentified object reported

(¢c) Probable cauge of sigating is unknoun,

= s e mm ——




FT00B, Hq AFFTC, , Subjs Unidentified Flying Object Rapoirt

(12) Attention is invited to the attached photographs
of the reported sighting. Photo enlargsments represent every other
frama of the attached negativaes (inclosures five and six). Reference
photo enlargements in inclosure three, Subject photographs were
taken beginning at spproximately 0807 Pacific Daylight Time at tha
rate of two frames per second, Photo enlargements on inclosure four
wera taken beginning at approximately 0815 Pacific Daylight Time at
the rate of four frames per second, Fhotographs were taken with a
single photo theodolite camera which consisted of 24 inch lense and
a 15 powar scope for tracking purposes,

FOR THE COMMANDZRs

\

\- \ ‘. k
}L:"h_} EA'&:}:J 3 lm:k-m-..-._i_ ._.l--*:f

|

6 Incls. \ RAVMOND P, KLEIN
1-ATIC Form 164~ \ «z% Lt Colonel, USAF
T AR, %¢"  Acting Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations
2~ATIC Form 16/-
il

3-Photo enlargements
from negative 1 (2 cys)
4=Pnoto enlargements
from negative 2 (2 cys)
5-Negative 1 (forwarded under
separate cover)
é-Negative 2 (forwardsd under
separate cover)

ALSOC 1st Ind

Hqs 4602d Alr Intelligence Service Squadron (ADC), Ent Air Force
Base, Colorado 16 MAY 1957

v0: Commander, Alir Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN: AFCIN 454,
Wright-Patterson Air Iorce Base, Chio

rorwarded for your information and necessary action. LYOB
. ¥ ~ ¥ | * 1 . == Lk | ol 4 1 f
Incdex Card (AISC?P Form llo. 5) will be forwarded when preparcd.

POR THE COMIAITDER:
F
S _
Jrﬁ -'J _f .|*l'.\"lIJ / ’ :"
.l,..-‘\-l* "" - ""r""/ e -’JT

6 Incls z’ JO N D TAYL m-.f JR”
Ir"‘/\‘;""" 4 }'l"""u“‘- v lJJ.‘.i.['
/ AdJutant

—— i e — i - —

e i o -




1
B R T, T T e LT g w R e e W o R e 6w

—— g - —— e, . 1
JOiIdT MEeOsBAGEFOR. - [r'nl 1~ ; g
' I\ A% ‘:) - -I
a b el s el . A — e e e ——— = hlll' - --1.-' L e - . e .
¥l \s\rACE *' RESELXVED FOR COMMUNICATIOINN | /:k :
Ty g - . - .-.'.-h-'._ -
S L RRATHRARE NOT 10T - oy |
| I A A ¢ Y B I | l
- i S ' . * | § 1 | .
} [ &7 , : P 10 QUOTED | !
i \ o 1 L-r:n.-nu.‘t'-f- -~ . r ¥
: N ] SR Tl |
" 50 7 IECEDE H;.l:. rYPE @ (Checkh) frr:r'-:ff_”*“‘h ORIG, O Els TO - ! CLAGSIFICATION !
i : T = =% , 25T MaV DF RUFERENCE '
;.-" V1O " P*{' FQHITY . ¥ Lo K ! ULTI | 1L I[ ;
e | |
o R e e — g A s —— e S e — e —————— S ———— — - — -—— S - —— ii-- == - 1
FEROM: SPECIAL INBTRUCY ITNS
: COMDR ATIC
_".:.-_'—_—- B oy et T T e e R T ™ T e T AL Wt lalals =
i“"' INFORMATION SMRVIC“'S CFFICS Ty LT, 3 :
) A B W AT S L/
i AIR FOACE FLIGHT TEST CENTER A, illals
C T A T - L
| EDWARDS AFB, CALIFORNIA P e
; ﬁr’l Z/;J 3 é\..) r-,'.l N ilongZ 20 () € -
. d“:i::“; -:” *-
FROM: AFQIN-bih, v acd FOR: MAJ McINTOSH_~ - hed =0

3

F

N ACE ‘\7"..-4"7!"[,;,* L JL;LLL'-L_ (A4 AL {{L,rff

FEQUEST Pﬁv‘ﬂ“&“*}%“‘* 74 HEI}RRDII‘JG U‘JIIIE:‘iTIF IED FLYING OBJECT OVER
AL H.-ft/i.".r{-(. X -rm/’ Y ‘f

TOUR PASE REPORTED BY II‘IS WX

5 Ve

RE SERVICE, 9 MAY, QUOTE:

OFFICERS

e e e W ol - YT AW

AT ETWARDS AIR FORCE BASE TODAY WERE STUDYING FILMS MATE OF A
PURPORTED UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT SEEN OVER THE BASE. TIE
OBJECT WAS PHOTOGRAPHED BY IWO CIZILIAN TECHENICIANS WHO USED

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT TO TRACKX AND RECORD IT, UNOFFICIAL SOURCES SAID

OBJECT APFPEARED CIRCULAR AND GLINTED ERIGHTLY IN T

g8 MORNING

L
iy

SUN WHAEN OBSERVED LAST FRIDAY, HOWEVER, INTELLIGCENCE OFFICERS AT

UWARDS BASE, A HUSH-RUSH AIR FORCE TEST CENTER,

oL LA,

WOULD SAY ALMOST (loss!

VOTHING OF THE INCIDENT. AN AIR FORCE SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED THAT

FIWARDS BASE WAS STUDYING THE PHOTCGRAPHS AND WOULD FOXWARD THEM

TO THE CONTLIENTAL AIR DEFENSE COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AT COLORADO

”PHIIIGS CC:...ORAIJO FGR FUHI"‘{ER CHECKING. UNQUOTE,

:Jfﬂ:’.’: T AT IMWTTRVA LS
A AL O R A tS,
1:..‘-':-_'-.:»:. Uil 038,10
e ——— . .
AFOIN-LEY

= e e - : o
vy . rei } AME AND TIII-_E (Nipnata f” (.? I.-
5 N B
%1 | C_;_':.I:t G. .t.- Gregnr_,\é.e_qr \ ;ﬂ,, o b
69216 = s 3
!]L{ ‘l ~URITY CL 9!-..14 r—:- ol I 5 RGBERT E' O.BGﬁlUR
i L | Captain, USAF

! - iy * i Renia +

' ' \ . Azsistant Adjutant
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l IOINT MESSAGEFORM - CONTINUATION SHEET

FROM, o F‘;r ! i : -
Com ATIC U.l ‘.". ._;:I__..I;-l. A4, R e

S —

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

ALE0, EXCERPT FROM L.A. TIMES, SAME DATE, STATES "PHOTOS WERE

DISPATCHED IDMMEDIATELY" TO TRIS CENTER, l

THIS CENTER HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OR RECEIPT OF IEPORT OR PHOTOGRAFHS. _ l

HOWEVER, MATTER NOW OF SOME CONCERN IN VIEW OF QUERIES REGARDING

INCIDENT, PARTICULARLY FROM AN UNOFFICIAL "UFO RESEARCH Oﬂ}AHIZa’I‘IU‘ . 1
.....f"' - i
-

LEMANDING ANSWERS, FACTS AND PHOTOS FROM AIR FORCE. -BESERRSE, i

Wﬂmmmmwmw TO GET™

murwm. |

TR SR-ONANTERARIONS-HAVE GIVEN ATR FORCE SOME—ABVBRSES—PUBEICITY
ach

PEGASDIIG=ETUS,

DESIRAZRLE THAT ACTION BE INITIAYED TO DETERMINE THE FOLLOWING

SPECIFICALLY:

1. WERE BALLOONS RELEASED DURING THE PERIOD Of SIGHTING? IF, '

AS ALLEGED, PEOTOS STUDIED BY YOUR SPECIALISTS, WHAT WERE YOUR FINDINGS, ¢

OPINIONS, OR CONCLUSIONS? }
2., WERS CIVILIANS TAKING THE PHOTOS INSIDE OR QUTSIDE BASE :

AREA, AF EMPLOYEES WORKING ON PROJECT INVOLVING TRACKLNG AIRCRAFT, OR f.-

PRIVATE CITIZENS NOT CONNECTED WITH YOUR BASE? i

3. WERZ AIRCRAFT IN THE AREA} e

k., ANY OTHER DATA THAT MAY PROVIDE FIRM CONCLUSIONS. o |

IF INFOFMATION AND PHOTOS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED, STILL HREQUEST

SUMMARY OF FPERTINENT INFORMATION REGARDING THIS INCIDENT, PENDING

RECEIPT OF FULL DETAILS. | L & 1

CCORDINATION: aroInm-LE /< L;kf#;;._.r;--'w" DATR {1 M 20

AFQIN =424 e‘ i | DATE = :' w |

SYRMICIE L (=i Al SECURITY CLASSIF E?\'I-D’*-l- T4
| N IJ
= i--' / ’.J —l-‘--‘r-"""‘
W X A * s
AFOTN-UEL ~ 57 .)/ 2 oy SR

I 'l Y ‘L_..r B
DD FORM 'I 73 'l = . T emee i . 5. GOvERWMENY PRINTING OFFICE: 1938——294434
I MAY 55 = ;
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M
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ICITE FTN=5=1-E. REF IC4Z365 AFOIN=&F 4,

COMPLETE REPORT AS REQUIRED BY AFR 223~2 FORVARDED BY LETTF?Q}%IH5¥1
1357 TO ENT AFB, OFFICE OF ORIGINFTOOBs BRIEF SUMMARY AS FO}L@?f;gﬂﬁp&“fLD;
By o T ]

2 CIVILIAN WORK

i*)

Re ENROUTE TO THE ASKANIA CAMERA STATICN AT APPROXY T ——-m

} - {

L]

N ala) T " AT ™M ACVA! i
IMATELY %722 PDT SAW UFC AND TCOK PICTURE OF SAME WITH 35 MM .*‘S}..{F!I.ﬁaj}&iﬁg;

At
N PREC¢S RELEASE M + AMGELE MES .UPON
CAMERA. INFORMATION IN PRESS RELEASE MADE TC LOS ANGELES TIMES .UPO

TEEIR QUERY BY ISO EDWARDS AFB UNDER PROVISICNS AFR 2345-2.
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SUBJECT: D2tailed Analysis of Edwards AF Base UFO Sighting - 2 May 57

f. Iurther factuval data to support hypothesia that object was balloon:

(1) Referencs ballcon launching sits and observers' locaticn given
in UFO report. Thz2se two points are approximately 20,000 yarda
apart. It is signlificant to note that the obserwvers wers
almost dus east and slightly south of ths balloon launching
slts (see sketch, inclosure #4).

— = me mm T — - ———

(2) Reference winds aloft in UFO report., The prevailing winds at
that time were Dlowing due east,

(3) Peference paragraph la(2), aziwutha of first sighting, If a
time-track of the balloon released, dve east, is plotted from
the weather station to and east of observers' location at the
time given in the UFO report (which states ths observers first
paw tha object at dus north) the object would have passed
exactly due ncrth of their location (zse skatch, inclosurs #4).

(L;) Rsference paragraph la(ll)(d) of UFC report. Objsct travslsd
in easterly direction at all timss, It appesared to stand still,
change shaps and pulsate, Thess are the typical characteristics
of balloons, and supported by hundreds of UFO reports fouand to
ba ballooas,

2. At 1030 hours, 24 May 1957, M/Sgt 0., D, Hill, NCOIC, Aerial Phencmena
CGroup, contactad Detachment /721, 4jth VWeuther Group, Edwards AFB, regarding further
dotails on ths balloon aspecis of the case. In conversations with Ma jor Winingsr,

- the folleowing were disclossd:

(1) The balloon released at 0740 on that date msasures approximataly
6 to 7 feet at lauaching, and ean expand to 70 to 90 fe=t at
60,000 feet,

(2) Major Winingsr stated that the allsged UFO was obviously this
balloon,

(3) Purther, Major Vininger stated that this information waa given
to the Information Servicea Officer of DRdwards AFB, (M/Sgt
Hill's report is attached as inclosure #5),

h, Of siznificance is the fact that ths radar unit for that locality re-
portad that tcere was no unidentified object in the air at that tims,

3. 4nalysis of Theodclite Fhotosraphs of UF0: Based on a study and analysis

of tha series of theodolits photographs submitied to this Csnter, the following
are congidered ccmments pertinent to tha incident:

a, In the UFO questionnaire, both observers report that the object was
about 150 to 175 feet in diameter, Yet the object on the photographs, after besing
photographad and the photo enlarged 7 diameters, was scarcely largsr than ths
width of the cross hairs,
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Ddwards AF3, CaliZormia

Lar

Regques’ lalormatlon concerning any balloon laanchings hatwmen
0700 o 0330 hours on 2 lfay 1957 involving large plastis balloons of
S to 75 foob size, Information arailable hers indleates your unit

nay ase, or have nowledze of taesta lavolving such halloons. Also

period, to iIncludas mowledzs of any other balloons released, or known
to hava been in your area, Weekly Urack charts £rom 1110 Cup Gp ’

dadecom, USA®, chow balloon S-321, fron Vernalli » ras3ed north your

arca, moving w2st o eash on sans date, ITaonmedlate r»eply dasicabdble.



BALLOOI CIZCK ON EDWARDS AFB CASE

AS Dper éelephﬁne conversation with Major Wininger, Detachment 21,
hth Weather Group, Edwards AFB, California,

Major Wininger is aware of the facts of tThis case and he stated,
(quote) "On the morning of 2 lay 1957, T:40 PDT they released a
Rawinsonde balloon which at release measurdi 8C0uiz=ams or 5 to 6 feet,
in diameter, which reaches at dlameter of 75 to 90 £t. at 60,000 ft,
altitude)' Major Wininger also stated that this sighting is quite

obviously the balloon they released. This Information was glven to

the information officer at Edwvards AFB.
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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards AT Base UF0 Sighting -~ 2 May 57

be It is difficult to undarstand why it was decided to photograph an !
objscv that was in sight for almost 30 minutes, after it was a mers speck in the i
oo |
EKY. .

¢, DBoth observars state objsct 5,000 feet away when first ssen, and
aporoximately 60 miles away wheun last ssen, A photo analysis basad on the imags
#izes on the puotos, known magnifications, foeal lerngths of lenses, aad other |
édata, using standard optical formulas and equations for distances up to 60 miles |
show that an object must be a minimum of 92 fes? in diameter to be seen even as |
a specic at a 60 mile distance, assuming idsal atmoapheric conditions and the
ability of the lens to resolve the imags,

e —

d. Using a mors realistic distance, 9 to 12 milea, the objzet would nzed
b2 a minimua of 5 to 7 feet in diameter. This correlates with the diaumeter of ths |
balloon actually released., (Analysis of the theodollte photography is attached; |
| . see inclosure #6).

L R e

e, It should b2 noted that practically half of the image sizes are ,013
of a foot at their longest dimension, Plotiing a number of points alceng the .Cl3
line, from 6C down to 6 miles, indicates that the minimum object size discernible,
ranges from approximately 80 feet to 6 fest, This correlates well with the data
given this Center by the 4th VWeathsr Group at Edwards AFB, See paragraph 27(3)
above,

f, A ztudy of 25 consecutive enlargements reveal that the tiny white
objuct alternately changes from elliptical (described as a disc by observers) to
round in shapve. No clear features are discernible, Ths changing shapes are gen-
erally similar to photographs taken of ballcons over des=rt or brizht daylight
areas, JIt should bs noted that the sun was due east at this time and not too far
above the horizon., The effects of specular reflection of light on roundad surfaces
is well known. Weird and unusual appearances can be cresated.

o Cocumments Ragardinz Scurces: Consistent with the principles of carrenting
on the source in any UFO analysis or conclusions, the following points are considared
partinent: :

a, dJiaconsistenciles

{1) In thair personal report as given in the UFQ questionnairs, both
obsarvers state tke object was at a besaring (azimuth) of 75
degrees when first seen, and when it disavpsared,

(2) Thaz UFO report from Edwards AFB quotes the observers as saying
that they firat observed the objsct at duz north, (0 degrees
azimuth) and that when it disappeared, it was also at dus north,
All points have bsen rasolved satisfactorily, except the laat,
in which both ebssrvers state (in their questionnaire) that ths
object disappearsd to the east,

(3) In both the official UFO report and their questionnairs, thay
stated that the objsect was the size of a basketball held at aims

4
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