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SUBJECT: Detailed Analysis of Edwards Air Force Base tJ.FO Sigh ting - 2 ~lay 57 

TO: Directorate of Intellib~nce 
H~adquarters, USAF 
ATTN: AFOirJ -Xl 

(Mr . Sanderson) 

1. General: This analysis i s based on a c areful review and study of all 
:fac t a and ~::::-tinen·t information aubml tted on this case . The analysis is in 
three b asic parts: 

a. Study of the observer•a UFO questionnaire~ the offi~ial UFO report 
:f'rcm Edwards AFB 1 airborne objects known to have bee n in the area at. the 
ti~~ , ~ographical factors, and t he elements of time, e1evations, bearings 
and reeteorological conditions pertinent to the sighting. 

b. Analysis of theodolite photogra:pha submitted, with correlation to 
the known f acts. 

• 

c. Evaluation of the sources ( observers) • 
• 

2. ~nuyais o:r UFO Report, an? Quea,ti~nnaire Data : 

a. UFO r eport, photographs, and questionnaire as accompliah~d by tha 
observers was not received by this Center until 23 l•lay 1957, ( see inclosure 
#1, #2, and #3 ) and considerably after the incident had reached both the 
pre3e and the public. 

b. Reference page 3, item (ll)(a) of UFO r eport. The attempted anaJ.ysla 
of this sighting by the officer preparing the report to the effect the object 
could not have been a b alloon i a not valid. In f act, the data supplied 
throughout the report (exact geographical locationa of balloon site, observers' 
positions, ttetro data, precise computations as to angles or elevation, bear­
i ngs and altitude, among others) i ndicate that it i s highly improbable t hat 
tb~ obj~ct other than a balloon. 

• W'l$ 

c. A comparative analysis of the data trom the UFO questionnaire e.nd 
t he d3ta derived from sci~ntific instruments end actual official time-tracks 
ot the balloon launched indicate the following: 

• 

( 1) Testimony given by both observers is that the time of thair 
sighting was between 0755 and o820 {see attached copy of UFO 
Questionnaire, Form 164). 

( 2) A r a,.ri nsonde ball oon was released by t he Bd,.rard AFB weat her 
station, west of the obser vers, at 074~hours and accurately 
tracked until Cilio hours (UFO Report, l lt Ma.y 1957). 

(3 ) Observ~ra both estimate the bearing of the obj~ct to be 
15 degre'!s 'When it first e.:ppeared, presumably at 0755 • 

• 

• • 
• 

I 

I 

I 
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{ 1~ ) Official t ime -tracking of the ba lloon ( UF'O Repor t , 15 Nay 57 ) 
we.s as :follows : 

(a) 0750: 'l'ru~ Be-aring - 70 degrees 

(b) 0800: True Bearing - 80 degrees 

(c) o810: True fuar lng - 60 deg.ce as 

() ) Th-erefore, 1nterpol:3.ting f or the first t "t-70 tiroe - t r acks , th~ 
b~a~ing is ~xa~t~l 75 degrees. Uai ng an avarage of all three , 
t :1e results are 70 degreea. 

\'6) Observers' s tate that when first o1iserv-~d, th~ir e :3''c i oated 
angle of elevation of the object was ~2 degree~ , and 12 degrees 
'When it disap-pe.:n-ed. 

(7) A trigonometrlcal treatment of the data :in the official UFO 
Report ( pa.ra.g:raph l a (ll)) i ndicates that the angle of eleva­
tion during t he peri ods given by the observers l.ras e.ppro:xi­
rna·tely ~ degrees and ~3. degrees respectively. 

d. It haB been r epeatedly :proven that without accurate instruments and 
d~~vlces ~ a person se ldorn can estimate angles of elevation agains·t t.he sky 
1rlthin 10 to 20 degrees of the e.c·tual elevations, particularly in areas 
other than directly overhaad or on the horizon. 

e. Therefore, allowing for the kn~~ inabilit y of the average person 
to correctly estimate angle.:. and ti~, ·the of ficia ll.y com~ted times, bear­
ings 3nd elevations of the balloon releas~d, almost perfectly coincide with 
the figures given by the obser vers. 

t, Further factual data to support hypothesis th at object was balloon: 

( 1) Refe rence balloon launching site end observer a' location gi va-n 
in UFO report. Theae two poi nts are epproxicately 20,000 yards 
apart. It i s significant to note that the observers w~r" 
almos·t. d.ua eas·t atld slightly s outh o:f t he b~lloon l aunching 
s i t e ( see sketch, inclosure f/=4). 

(2 ) Reference winds aloft in ill'O report. The preva i l i ng winds 
at that t ime w~re blowing d ue ea3t .• 

• 

(3) Reference pal'agraph la( 2 ), azi muths of first s :tghting . If a 
ti;:le-tra ck of tbe balloon r eleased, due east, is plott.!d f'rom 
the vreather station to and east of obs ervers ' l ocati on a t the 
tiree given in the UFO r eport (which sta·tes the observe"t"s f lrat 
s a,., the ob j ect at due north) t he object ,.,ould h:w~ passed. 
exactly due north of t heir location (see a~etch, inclosur e #4). 
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(4) Reference paragraph la(ll)(d) of UFO Report. Obj~c"t traveled 
in easterly direction at all times . It appeared to otand 
s·till, change uhape and pulsate. These are the ·typical char ­
acter13tics of balloons, and supported by hundreds of UFO 
r eports found to be balloons. 

Z • At 1030 hours, 24 May 195''(1 M/Sgt O. D. Hi l l, NCOIC, Ae:r:tal Phenomena 
group , contacted Detachment #21, 4th Weather Group, Edwards AFB, r egarding 
f'u.rt her details on t ha balloon e.spects of the case. I n conv~zosations ~rith 
ltla jor Wininger, the following were disclosed: 

(1) The balloon released at 0740 on t hat da-te measures a:ppro:{imately 
6 to 7 ~eet at l aunching, and can eA~and to 70 t o 90 feet at 
6o,ooo feet. 

(2) lwiajor vlininger stated t hat the alleged UFO wa s obviously this 
balloon. 

(3) Further 1 Major Wininger stated that thia 1nf'ormation was given 
to ·the Information Services Officer of Edwards AFJ3 . 1M7'sgt 
Hill's report is attached as inclosure #5.) 

3. An3~is, of Theodolf.·~ ~·4oto~aphs of UFO: Based on a study and analysis 
of t he series of' tbaodoli te photographs submitted to this Center, the follOi.r­
ing are considered c oli!Il'l.ents partinent to the incident: 

a. In the UFO quest~ionnaire, both obser~rs r e port tbat the object was 
about 150 to 175 ~eet in di~ter. Yet t he object on the photographs, 
a :f'ter being photographed and the photo enlarged 7 diameters , ,.,aa sce.rcely 
la~~r than t he width of the cross hairs. 

b. It i s difficult to understand "(why it was decided to photograph 
an object that was in s ight for almost 30 minutes, P~er was a mere speck 
in the s ":cy. 

c. Both obs~rvers state obJect 5,000 feet away when first seen, and 
approximately 60 miles away when last seen. A photo analysis based on the 
image siza~ on the photos, known magnifications, focal l e ngth3 of l e nses, 
end other data , using standard optical formulas 6nd equations for di3tanc~s up 
to 60 mi les ah~~ t hat an obj ect must be a mini mum of 92 f eet in diameter 
to ba se~n e-ven a.s e speck e.t a 60 mile dis tance, assuming i deal e.tmos -
pheric c onC.i ·~ions and the ability of the lei'JS to re3ol ve the 110age . 

d. Us ing a more r ealistic dis tance, 9 to 12 mi les , the object -would 
need be a minimum of 5 t o 7 f eet in d:i.e.meter. This correl ate a with the 
dia~ter of the balloon actually r eleased . (Analysis of' the theodolite 
photography is attached; see i nclosure 1f6 ). 

c. It should be noted t hat practically half' ot the ima ge sizes are 
. 013 at their l..,qnze3t. dimension. Plotting a number of points along 
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the . 013 line, :rrom 60 down to 6 miles, indicat~s t hat the ninimum objec t 
size discernible, ranges from approximately 80 feet to 6 feet. This cor ­
relates well with the datf\ gi ven this Cf!nter by the 5t h ¥leather Group at 
Ed~m.t"ds ./U<~B. See paragraph 2f(3) above . 

• 

f. A study ot 25 consecutive enlargeme nts r eveal that the tiny 'mite 
objact alternately changes from elliptical (described as a dlsc b y observer3 ) 
to round in shape. No clear f eatures are discernible. The cb3.n81ng shapes 
are generally similar to photographs ta1<e n of balloons over d~sert or br i gh·t 
dayligh'; areas. It ohould be noted th3t th-~ s un ·uaa due e ast at this time and 
not too far above the h orizon. The effects of specular rei .. lection of light 
on round-ed surfaces is ~ll known. We it'd a.nd unu3ual appearances c an be 
created. 

4. 9onments Regarding Sources: Consistant wl th t he pr inciples of' comment­
i ng on th-:! souree in any UFO analysis or conclus i ons , th:! i'oll o•.dng points 
are considered pertinent: 

• 

a. I nconsistencie s 

(1) In their personal report aa given in t he UFO questionnaire, 
both observers stete t he ob ject was at a bearing ( azimuth) 
ot 1.5 degrees when first seen, and when it disappeared . 

(2) The UFO report from Edltards AFB quotes the observers as 
saying tha·t th~y f irst observed the object at due north, 
(0 degrees azimuth) and that when it disappeared, it was 
also a·c c1ue north. All points have been resolved satis­
factorily, except the last, in which both observet"s state 
(in their questionnaire) that the object disappeared to the 
east. 

(3) In both the official UFO report and their questionnaire, 
they stated that the object was the si~e of a basketball 
held at arms length . A simple demonstration ~rill quickly 
indicate that a beske~ball held in front of one 's eyes at 
this distance will cover almost half of the visible sky, 
and would be an indication that the object would be tre­
~ndous in size, if as stated, observed at 5,000 ~P.et 
distance. The object, in actuality, frOuld be almost a 
1/2 mile wide . 

b. Belief in "Flying Saucers" • 

(l) 

(2 ) 

One obse rver h as given strong ind1cation3 that he i G a 
believer in the so-called "flying sa,:ucers ." 

_;..,~~ .;--
~~ ......... "( __...... 

Stated t hat h~ observed a "disc"t;:lhe.lf the ~ize of a. foot ­
be.ll field hanging over a house for t wenty ninute3 . T~_t:le 
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e.nd place was Rosamond, Ca.lifOI'nia, 0930 P .N. in J anurey 50. 
Files dis close no report within t hat general tj me end area . 

( 3) No comment is considered necessary regarding an object that 
s iza over a small tmm for almoet one-hal.f hour and not belng 
seen by any other persons or aircraft, or by r adar that scans 
that area 24 hours a day. 

( 4) The observers were specialists in a field of photography. It 
should therefore be apparent to them that even a previously 
knovn object would be diff'icul t to estimate o.a being 60 miles, 
much less it appearing as a readily identifiable object on thd 
prints if 1 t could be photographed at that distance wi·th the 
equipment used. 

5. Conclusions: Therefore, on the basis of the above, and particularly in 
consideration of the factual da:ta presented, singly or collectively, there 
is no compe11ing reason to conclude that the object was other than the bal­
loon released nearly a few minutes prior to the sighting. 

6. This Center considers it unfortunate that 1 ts lcnovledge of' this incident 
wa3 third-hand; it was brought to both the public and press's atten~ion t1~.ys 
before an unofficial UFO organization queried this Center on the sighting. 
Expe~ience has proven that a denial or explanation is never given the sace 
publicity or attention as the original story. 1-lhe:~:e d$n:i:al~ and explaoa-· 
t .i:-··,siJ, su~o::rt~ by ...faate, ·E!:2'e et.·teBtl}tea, ~ey are o.i'Um foo:nd to be· 'tltH~e"' 
cept~:te: 

GEORGE T. GREGORY 
Captain, USAF 

~ 

v. 

COORDI!L\TIO!I : Q '~: .R..r;-'"':1_ f J-· l 

AFOIN..l;lf~ *kJ · ,..._.:;SL DATE,,__, .. ~~'tS7 
:(1 .. Saj 'William F. 'Willner _ 

AFOIN-4~ DATE ~ .::.5::::..---, 
Dr Henry A. Hiley 

• 

AFOIN-4E DA1~ 
--~~~~~~~--~--- --------Col H. K. Gilbert 

AFOIN-4Xl.~~~~-~~--- DATE. ___ _ 
Mr. F. A. Arcier 
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I ~-n. R l .... -3-:-.c :;~: o .... -t\10 1."\~·ro · .. L r mr.:J J:'IG.\'l'i: o:~s r;o ·~. rrT~2 
on A:~RIA.L PHi.!:EO:.::~Jr.. , !:\}lU vo.y lltt3::es-t· in f lyi!l?: S'l .. tr~t!rS .·, G 

Y \.":) 1~ y ~re~-.. t • 
. - . 

About ·the si ght:i.n~ oi' a T.Jl'O pho'boe;raphed a:t Ed·:t1.:t· ~l r-
Air Force Bns9 ::o.~: 3 1>y t\•1o -bhr.o ioli t c o.t_)cra.tors at t.ho tost 
-c: entl.fr-; -urrrc:i.il':> ~a. .. ~· ~~~.E·is.'x·(ls ha ·~~ o.drn.i tte d the U?O ''r.J.c t:-n.ck· .. 
c d by spe oiu l ce_nr;,r,). oqulprnorri:, 'J.nd ·l;hn. t. ·tho f:i.l::w wero 
iJ:unod:to:tely dis :'"'~tc!lt>d 'Lo Air '.r ec~'.n.ic9.l In·t-;elli t;cncc co--ltEn · 
in ~yton , Ohio • 

Well~ to :~o , ·the fil:.ns o.l tho 1JF'O ~;hr)"n l d he ~wn:.;-;b.i.•:>r:::tlG 

I YTOUld like to k no ... ·r V!hrtt A'l'IC t:-1inka tt1Jout tho film!:i? If' 
·t~·1:").y do r.ho,., +11at ur.·o t ~ c-r ... ·<-: ·:~ h ' ll . ' '1 · b t ll? • ~ ~ , v. - · _ .r.. .... _, .., w .• • :3~l va.. . lith? p 1u. 2c . 0 ·o <. • 

~loo I havo lea l-ned th!-lt v:el l - Jr_"1.own I :1::l[_I;F\ :dne writ :n· 
\'~G ast:;i gned by a n::d;io:!~\1 J:lfi, ;o. ~ ·i.~ ' t o ~~~ ,1n u~:lb1asorl, 
O'""lj~c·l.;j_vo 9.!1::1 Gtraif.;ll'C.:'O:r".':a:;.·d r8£'0r'C:LH6 pi30B 0:.'1. the t:;uth 
a bon·:; f lying Ce<.UCdrs f r or:t 'the standpoint :)f "L.i1c ."..ir Fore "1 o 

3'..tt he v.ra.s -b ... 1n1.3:l do·:m b y ATIC ~t D:-t.yto:t. 

I jr~st c9..n J:.ot undnrs ::;3-"!'td ·.•:ny A'riC ·tu.:.-ned dovm ·r.':J.e o f fer 
t.: print " the ·l;r.' .. rth about flying c!l.ucer s ?n : 'o 1· oac ~ t.!111 
':'.t'J 1 "'.. C COUl Q h~ "'7~ ~Ot 8. b l"(Jt\k P.nd l oam.;) d ~ O::.lB tt truo f U.C 1, :.~ 11 

~-.,o ·rc the GD.ucers 1 fox• thiG n cvr o-r:'..cl~nce of ~n of,.id.al 
:-.:-.sor:;hin o~ liFO ini'or..t:'l.·t.i.nn is ·~otth!r-> to be rnJre f.,1,.1 ~·1.;'\.;·5.c 

~ ·' ' 
-':.1.9."!1 tho 11FO ' s eo t :y " t~or\11 -rrht:~n will ·tho ArlOri ca.n pu~>l:.c ~~n-.:;>:· '-'13 
" ·told" ·the ·r.rc:l .. :mdourJ J':)C'tG (~ O~l·~ ~ :-nint; the U?O ? 

AI~ 11 '-::'l" ~r r-, A L- r·ur•:::-1r Tr .. T ·(' t ' 
.:'\ I ,;...J• t aJ..;. • ...A-V ,1. _ _ ,_ .J •J ~.'.4 ..J .,J -.I 

·::ri r;h'l:- Pc.ti;nr::io!l A; r 1-~o:rc~ 

D~\yto~'l , Ohio 

( ' -·.,,,.,,- ... , 
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Suggested Reply - Letter from "Flying Saucer a - Internat ional" on Erlwards AF B 
Incident ... .. -- "'· _.., __ . - ~ 

~#·--

ROUT ING -
r rtitial " I i,. • co l u"' n to denote r tl v jew p r j o r t o set ion. Initial "our" column t o cfer~o t e r ev ie w o l compl eted 

, c t i on . (X t or ac tion: a,/ t'or coo rdin11tion.) 
- - ---

IN OrF ICE OUT IN OFFICE OUT I N OFFICE OUT I N OFF ICE OUT IN OFF ICE OUT - -
0 IN· 1 OIN • 2 0 IN· 1 OIN•4 AFO IN - -- --· --- - ·-
0 I N • 1 X OIN·ZX OIN·3X OIN·4X Af'O IN·X 

- - - -
AFOI N·X - AFOIN·X 1 

- - -- ---
AFO I N• X?. - -- -
AFOlN·X 3 

- - -
MOI N·X4 . 
AFOI N· XS 

--
AFOIN•Z . .. _ ... _ - -
CA8L ES ,. 

,., FIL E 

R Dl SP A rclf - . 
TO: .AFOIN-Xl, ~ia.j Byrnes DATE 

4 June 1957 
. 

FP. OH: COMMENT NO. 

AFOL'i- 4 l 

COMM~NTS (l.tae rever.s~ , i f neoe:uar y) 
AFOIN-4E4/Capt G. T. Gregory/69216 

1. Reference D/I-ATIC conference, 5 ~ch . ..l9.57, _o~ the UFO Progrg,m, regarding 
-·~---

the r ecommendations made by your of.t'ice that~ UFO c orrespondanca o.f potentially 
dangerous or controversial nature, publicity wi ae, should be r eviewed by the 
Directorate, and that it be released over the signature of Headquarters USAF, 
preferably the Office of I nformation Servicea. 

• • 

2. Accordingly, attached is a s uggested reply to subject UFO organization' s • 

request for .t be film and i't:'lf ormation on the recent Edwards .AFB incident . It is ----·0"• -· ,.._ ., .. ·-
interesting to note that the Center did not receive tlie photos and UFO r eports, 
unti l more than t-"wo weeks aftar the date of t he request. . 

3. A da"tailed anaJ.ysis of this case -w-as just completed, and f orwarded to your 
office . The original f ilm is in r epository w1 t h ·t.he UFO :files. Any deciaion to 
r e l ease the :f'ilm a..'1d detailed data to this organization must come f'I' om hi gher levels . 
In our opinion, a~y excepti on made in favor of one individual or organization ~11 

undoubtedly resul·t • a flood of r equests from the others . The suggested reply J.n 
was dl .. af·ted w1 th t his in mind. 

• 

f' OHM 
7 MAY 56 GPO 9083 4 4 0- 86 PREVIOUS ED I TION~ OF THIS FORM MAY BE USED . 
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AFHQ 0-86, 4 Jun 57, Subj: Suggested Reply- Ltr fr "FlyirgSaucers - International" 
on Edwards AFB Incident 

4. Plea se be inf'orr.ted that Nr. t he director of t his organization 
h:l.s ju3t completed a book entitled "Flying Saucera," which is n o"tl on the market . 
It is particularly vitriolic, and contains a. statement by a former UFO project 
ot•ficer, Capt Ruppel t repudiating the Air Force findings. A copy '<-Tj. th appropriate 
comments and notations will be forwarded. 

1 Incl 
Draft - Suggested Reply 
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SAFIS-3/MaJ Tacker/jd/73328 

·:::.l.p ta:l!l ~~iarley ba a :..··~'.luea~l t hat '71/l:t .J.:n.d11er your .letter 
ot 2.2. ' :a.:rcb 1)5<1 1 cince o<.:v11e oi.' i ;ht;! .tn.foruation yr.Jl..t 1-eque~-t 
::.s : ..:1 . .;ur ~ o~ :"9iJpOU8ibili t.:y. 

F:l.::st, !"egtU'd.iD.iJ your requast .: nr thd J?l'\'>Ced~ t.o P.l"\:1= 

t~t:.::.~ .:iwclt f~~e fror.l tr.a rniJ i"tarJ servi~es f or r.m-r.ioa ? .ict ure 
:t'1 h ul --- fcotag~ ·:ay 'b:! :>~aased by ~~re~dnta~ive of ~".H!og­
nl~ motion pict~ and t .. '!J.a'f13ion age.n~ills, on t.b~ b a..:Ji3 of 
s~ri:;»"t:& aubmi tted to ·cbe ~a r. o:f Defans<t and a.:gp:.~Jv!!d t n 
r-.J 'lftaCS o? ::?t ·r:. produc:~ion. 1\?Proved s cripts ~ !':);~larded ··~o 
th~ t~.P.Y~l"ia~ ~ill'D deposi "torJ 1r~~re t:,a !)xv.xluct:r r:s.y s al act. 
J7 _':r ::>~:rc~ ..... aae O'.lCll fo·.:>tas~ u.3 iu ~·~~na~t.e wi ':.h t:-:e :~ro­
duction o:f the ~~cif!c :,:;c=!"'t. - -

J. ~.l01.1J d caution you ;l6ain, tbat~ good motion Di ,;t uru 
·r?cYt.&~~ ot• l.J70 is not. ·'l."'.~i) able J:~-om ::wy official .JOur"~s • 
.. 11-s ·:: '1~ :?O:'L:rted out :!.n -::arli .::!!" c~::·..:o ~s:oondenc~ ~ .a.,"'t,..";aus ti -.,-e 
l:'\·:o~a.r~l.l ~ 1:-~ condu!,;"f-~ by o.r.d l 'or t.lld produ~rs of t!~ 
.t~':TIStrong Ci.rc.l:~ T'.::.eatrs ~o~it~l r.o ouccess in :i'incUng cve.a a 
m:J&U :.-:>i.ace oi:' f il.:n t hat uould M£5iater on n ·rel~viaion ocr-<Jen • 

• 

:•:t you 1rlll !"'::-read ~·our ~orxe~oDdenc-a, dated 11-l'lM 1.9571 

~rJm = ~~cl" ~obert ?. 3~ce, you i-Ii 1 1. note -tl."'.&t t here 13 nn't any 
;.;::mtj:.)n •) f motion lJictu:rs :r.':)otaga o-~ tM .F.Xl~a inci.d'!3nt. I 
~bould also s:ldd, sin~ ~·ou cited ~-ir. Ruppel.-;' s book, that it ".-IS.S 

cl.:dal ad on.'cy :f::lr aecuri ey :pur!)ose6 and in fsct a discJ a1 :er f or 
!'actual. ace4--aey vas wade o.t tr..at t i:oe by the Da!)ll.rtrent o~ Defensa .. 
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~ . 
t<J: 

Di~~t0r 

~'lyil:lg Saucers :n tA!rna tiont!U 
Drive 

,.._ J 1 Cal itornia 

• 

• 

.LNJRERC'.S J. ~CIC!.at 
~ ~n..jor, USA:P 
. t1 ,.,~ "1 ·"::ecu "'18 v ... r oor 
!.'nbli.:: I nlcr;:na t.i:ln Ui , i tlion 
Off 1\:e c:>.f 2:.~~r.asU~>n ;.>e.rrices 
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Captain Vallaoe C ~ ~rl~y. USA 
Production Eran~h 
.Audio-Vlsu.a.l Dlv1.rJion, OPI, O.AB D(PA) 
Oftlo~ of the A2H~i~tant Ijacro ta:ry of· 
UaBhington 25, D~ Co 

:c.,ar Ca:ptain Y~"lay ~ 

( 
-l . . "J r ' ... - ' . , • ... . . . ..,.c.v ...... ... ...... ~._.,.;;:; .... ~ · . - . . : 

~ . • 

Loa Angeles 19 , Cali!. 

MArch 11, 1958 

Tho.n% 1ou for you:r our dial a11d 1nformat 1 v" cor:o!l'lun1cat1on of 28 
~~bru ~~y. Your cnnt1nu~d ooop~ration - anu pat16nce - io ap­
pr8o1& ted. 

M&tw-ally, I ahall k0ep in touah lli th your o!fi~• a::a thlf ecr1pt 
to ~ proj ~aot-.d doou~nta17 progr!tit:teBo Hc':f&var, thGt narrat1~1! 
,_.111 sr:\dU&lly &itY•lope (.US the ~t.~r1 al fo-r t.h~ produot1on 1 ~ 
e~oo•a•1v•17 oors~ned, 0dit~d abd t1~d. Th9r3for8, cuch of 
aer1~t ot thia po~t~narrat~d film ~ill dopend pr,c1s~l1 on ~hat 
f 11Q 1 § availabl~p 1nolud1ng th~ ~took footags to be t~d• Av~1l­
ablo by the Dap~rt~nt of Dafonae. 

Co you can s~• th~t I ~~ 1n A r a thar nabul~ua poa1t1on at the 
D~JMat. But I t».m e"rta.1n· that tioe ~111 r0sol va ~veryth1ng. 
~~~~~ wond~r 1f you ~ould be kind onough to t~ll ma just vhat 
th9 puroh~as of ~tock f ootago ent~ilsf Thank you. 

• 

T'.rn.,N 11 a.nothar poi nt that I lrl. t!h you would olar1 fy. Ui th 
r~ rarenoe to ~ inquiry into th» a~ail~b1lity of !our ~tion 
p1oturoa or UPO'~ reporiQdl1 1n the possssaion or th~ Air 
Pbro•, you ragpond•dt • o.~Th• Qp&o1f1c footag~ that you h a v$ 
r oqueated has be~~ ehaok•d by th~ ~part1~nt of the Air Fbrc8 
nnd ther8 1~ no r~cord of 1te ex1at~ne•.• 
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Captain Yal laoe Co ~rl~y, USA 
Production Eran~h 

- . .. . . --

Audio- Visual Dlvl0lon , OP I , OABD(PA) 
Oftlc-. of the i.:J"i~tant daol'"otary ot· 
~~Bhington 25 , n~ Co 

:C.~ ..tr Captain )'-.1U ... l a y i 

• 

( 
. . -• 

• 

-1 · ·"Jo .... • - • ··· -= . · · · _,.. 1.;. .. .......... .. ... ,. -' · l • • - • ; -- . 
Loa Angeles 19, Cali!. 

March 11 , 1958 

-

ThalU: 1ou f or your oordlal and 1nform::i.t1 v" coM!IJUn1 cation of 28 
~~bru1~y. Your continuad ooop&ration - and patience - 1o ap­
p r se1a.ted . 

)._\& tw-ally ' I nhall k0ep in touoh lfi th ]OU~ 0 rn r:e e\~ th ~ 6 cr1 pt 
to f1.11 projaot~d ~oourwnt~ proe:r~~:teB o Ho~(iV8r , that narrat17~ 
\1111 gr:1dua.ll1 &tY•lope o.a the ~tr.ar1al tor t.h .. produotloll 1~ 
e~oo•a•1v8l7 Borsen•d, 0ditod and t1~ed. Th~retore, ~ueb of 
oer1pt of th1a po•t~narrat~d f11~ ~ill d3~end pr~c1s~l1 on ~hat 
filu 1~ avail abl~, 1nolud1ng the ntoe~ f ootags to b~ t~d• ~va11-
abl~ by th~ Dap~rt~nt of DatGn~8 . 

Do you oan s~• th~t I Q~ 1n 4 r athar nobulou~ pos i tion at the 
no.-nt . But I ~m c~rtaln th~t t ine will r~solva ~ver1thing . 
w~x~t wond~r i f you ~ould be kind enough to tell me Just vhat 
th~ puroh~3s o f ~took footsgo entailsf Th~nk you. 

'rtH•N 1• a.nothar point that I wil!h you would clarify . tlith 
r~r~~aoe t o ~ inquiry into th~ &Tail~b1lity o f tour ~~t1on 
p1 oturoa of u;.o 'f:!l reportEH'-11 in t he posses:~Jion o t th~ Air 
Pbro*, you rogpond•dt •o.~Tha apeo1f1o footag~ that you h~va 
raqu~ated h&ts be~n ehack•~ b:r th~ ~partoant ot the .A.1r Force 
nnd ther8 1~ no r~cord or 1te ex1at~nee.• 
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Thi a r~pl y h~3 1M a b1 t ~~ t1 f1() d. One o f tha fila• CLbout wh1 c ' , L\\ , 
I 1nqu1r~d '1'a~ s.lle~dly tlll&:"n by "- oit'...a-th~odol1to cr ew at 1 \/. : 
r~dwa.r~ A~ ·--~~if'. ' 0~ ~' ~L-. 1.9..5 .. 1., lnd I have a l (Jt te r tror:a I I r • . ~ •. 
~jor Rob•rt, 7!'a Spttnee, 03IF, de~oriotn3 th~ ttla 1n o o:-M d~.ttail. ' : _. 

... --
A.r:l to tha gun-e29.::u ra. ahot n:..~ Ur1(91t-l"'sttClr~on Ae on UO ~gu~t. 

' l • 

1952 , lst ~ her• quot • th~ oa~t1on to tra»ea fro• ~h1~ .ovi• 
as rl)pr oduoe d 1n tttlt lfag~~in• for D3oel'lbar 19521 BoT~r1ng 
obJ•C1t that Wll.& a C~n.ftd bJ radar &nd IHU~n by sround ~tohera 
~r:\~ ea~ .~t on r.tla by a climbin g j t!t pilo t .. T'lH!t8~ unrcttouohed 
35 m11 . sun-e~u :•r& ~"'le fr~tbitil 1 rel3aa3d. t.o 'tRUE by tb~ Air Force , 
W3r~ t~~,~ at 30A OOO fe~t~ U@ar ~right 1!o1d, a t 11 a.m. on 
..l.uguet 20 , 1952. l'ro.ll thct a:ppsa.rano\! of t hl) enlarged fl"'amee, 
I b~l16ve th~ ~y!~ ~aa ohot on 16~~ and not 35~ til~ • 

.. 
I • 

.And the ~ite Glltlci3 oin<j-th<¥odol1tQ'> t1.lr11t1 \idr a refarr._,d to by 
za~ard J o flu};r!J~lt., Onpt", t13A?ft, f"or·uen~ chlCJ f of l>ro j t»ct Blue 
~oox 1n hl3 boo~ , !h~ ~apo~t 9n qQl~.Pt1tla~ n,ylng OQjeote (p. 279 : 

.. Q. "• had or ~n~u- a.bout fou,"' atr'-pe ot mo'f'l~ f 1 J r1 that fell into 
thA \IUnknotm' otl.tbe;:.lry.. ~)f~~s th~ eln~th~odoli t(J r-.l0v1ea thu t 
h "lei l>e..!"!'l _ t t.\!t<.1h aa.,. llhi i~ 6anutt ProTi.i1 tS 0t"'j1.\n:~ 1n A.pr11 anc1 1\ay o f 
1 950c. o . • »(I C~J~.p t .• f:~pP'! :! ~ 0 ~ 'bock ttril4.e ~ ~-1P)'u~H')tn~ ol$tt.l"'ed by J:'OD 
8., (j\.tr 1 t J ~·1 d a:: v- ~. ~ ·;s- o:l! ~) :tJ} · 1\!l l'!l bit r 11 ) :.; ::> :; 

• • • 
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11 s~ m~ .•. :;) 5 ! 

: ~ ~ ~l~ "!.rl :.--.ct.!~ill.; .. f :rcu.1· J..etter c.".at...~ :a H~J <1;~·-r ::equeii:ti.-!18 
';;:;.c:rt<..~'3£l•ll<! ";~::·:!..:r?.:.s ::.,nd ~:t. ':~C;.'J:/ c!? t ha ·i;lbOW• 9.l1Jt\l.:.,t'lii..l r e ;JOrt ~e on 
a r .... --r.\l :; ·ecent.ly ::-e9Q.r-ved ov~r .~:cl;~-da .'l.ir ::?o:rce Jas.e, Co.~:..;.~cz-nia.. 

·.... .. ~,1 ,. . ..,. .. ~ ~ .... +'.,,. + ., ... l.l • - · --; ., .... .., ' ..... r ... . :...~,.\ .. -1 ···~~·- t· ·~ .s.. 
, ,.. 4• ... ~ . , ""' .- A U .a.A , .... .:.a.,. '"' _, \ I .l. • .......!.. \,.. ............. ~ ~ ~ .. ·- "'"" .... .., - \,.e 

' 
t:~r"Q C¥·lei "" Uif:ficul ·::. .. ;;a ~~~ z;,~~ .. rt.i ~_,r:.s -f: . .;: ( .. :~~ le_~~.:~n 

~ - -
""' 1 •' \ ,-r·ceu.""' '*" """ o~i-.; .... l -? il t~ ... ,~·· ....... <~ ~ , .... . l , · . ,.,:..,.,.(_.,. -. : , .; , .• 
- - - - "~ ~ '""'"' ' .J..J., '--~.-... - - ...,. .... - '-· ~Ja .,,.... '"., • .4'-4 -~ "-"- '·- \..,~ ........ __ ...,. # - .. ....,- • 

t :::.:l E~U:O .. ; \!C-t. :ri. t~ut. ·cl:~ r.o~:sn. -u:~ra i.labl~ ·t.-.'l :1ll. 

I' •rJ r~i7.i-.em::_-,t •~n ~-n,:-4·t t ba i ndiv.hl:t.la-1 dt:~ta:~.r~ls of ~::.:~e h~mii:reda ·~uo · 
:::~1 J..2~i.!"e ~.:9(.-,.;·l.?l.e : --e,'!.XIl-7.& W1d r.al;eria·1 i·rould ~ ~Ul :J..l:oost !..:~si:>le 
t;..>.'lde::.-i:a!< ~ ng~ .~i:le r::f.in ?lVUl"3 ru:?Jl ~os~ rrould be ::xcri>l t a n"t; aDd, :acat. 
i:·.:-~X>l'~,80.t, ·i:.Qe c o.::.ua·tro.lt i~te.rfe..~e :lith ·~ .U r li'o~-ce : o ~~reAl. 

r..'1l:;;aiona :tad c:peraticoa -.~euJ.d ~ unj~·W!ed. 

: ~:t-..d :n~·~.u::Q -'~ ~ t.h.it5, l-ep.l:;/ to yc.ur c:or.L·es.yoo:ience ~ Yi th.held 
::_.":;::l~ L.:~ a c~~·t.e ~r~ .:£ ·~~ :,?'llotogm.pha and ~~r da-ta i:rcm 
~n-:est.ig&tiOWJ., i n o rder th.a.~ ".A'! 1'39.;1 {.)i ~e Jf'"'-vU o-;lCi:Je ~"enera.l results 
of cur i:"..lndi::lg.a. Drier.q, ~').)~ be i nfor=ed ~ the ~ollovir-3: 

~.. ~·~ tl1:~g£....;1 trro ·.J.8.5 

Y~::i...;aseci i.'rcm ~ uea.ther uui·~ 
; ... .., .;. .. ·­_ ...,~......,.~-

ccnclu.ai vel;! id.entil.~ed 
.:-1 f e'J/ !;)5.les (test of ·C,..~e 

' ... .. as ::.\. D<LL..oon 
.;-Jb&1al-rer l -3 

. 
• • 
• • 

'!J . L :da ':ms c:~·:t.-cbo~ted ";Jy ;~ ind.e~:tdent report ~.ich dis­
cloa~ ·;:nat -:...'1!:1 ~alloon ,v:J.S ~i n;.J ·t:.-l~ o.-t; t!~"t ·t :t ;ne -;dth ~ision 
:-·~ccl'Cli~ dev.ict>a. T!le da-ta anov 7-!'le.:t t.i"!e bs.'l 1con .::ass.ad the (..~Server' 3 
l~t.ica a t. .~J...'"106't ·t;.~ ?~"~.!ise ·t~-oa, 'bee!...-i.!;gs~ el.=,.te.\li.oc& 2\ln spee(l 
-!~'! :.~ried :-;y t!~oc:.. 

,... .. .. . ___,_ ... _ .. __ _ 
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SAFIS-3c/Maj Spence/jmd/558o9 

'i;l> 17')\JJ\J. i n s~"l&.:98· ~~ese i\.l...,..l ty~ica!. o~ a ~t .cnOt:rr of uini J.ar ;;'1~_?0rta 
l..,J~iVN !Jy t.,~-,.a 1\ir :•~oree, ~vhicll upon 1.:1veot.i~~ion .. :ro~ f'·::nmd to t3e 
lH·\ ·t., .:xma, ·Ulct cdd a.~eea !.JeJ.~ (.!aused by r~~u tat" :ref:~t1oo c f 
c~~ o.od nther ~t.tmo&;,Ulerlc cc-ndi tions _:.;t.\(!ul.ia.r t o (leae1-t r~gi~'-tus. 

It i a the ~¢nion of ~ .\ll'" :.7o!'C8 t.ca ·; any ::.tte:!~ ~Q "J.ttrlbut.e 
~1.n,r~ ~'l'liUJUal or q;s·taricus ·~o i'l1a .:.~c!Q.ent i a ·.~.n~anted o.ai not 
OUtJ!J(>~..ed by -~he f a.ei:.a. 

T!r. 
Di::..·ector 
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t ~:,Jor, t:SAI 
C•)put.y Chi~t, O~:ra G.1onif ~h 

P •l:>llo In.f'ox1:m.tion ~i rial en 
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COMEBACK-SAFIS-3c 
READER-SAFIS-1 
STAYBACK-SAFIS- 3c 
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!!"'LYING SALJCI~NS INTERN .\TIONAL • • 

P . 0 . BOX 35034 ·- LOS ANG ELE$ 35. CALIFORNIA 
• 

T ELf.r'HONr.: WEus ren 8-9090 

May 10, 1957 

Bri sradier Gene r e1.l Harold E. l,·latson ...., 
Commander 
Air Te chnical Intelligence Center 
Dayton , Ohio 

De er General Watson: 

0~ Thursday , May 9, 1957 , The Los Angeles Ti mes reported 
the follot-T i ng : ___ ·- 4

-·-

•• Jo - •.-.. ....... ,..._ t • 

" AI~ FORCE STUDIES PHOTOS -- - Cam~~re.s Tra ck Flying Object 
Over Desert ---

"Camera Studies of an unidentified flying object photo­
gr aphed a t Ed\-Tards Air Force B~.se last Friday are being 
analyzed by· tfie Krr-·Teclinl'cfil · rnt:e lli eence Center at ;·Tright­
Pa.tters on AFB, Dayton, 0 ., The Times lee.rned yesterday . 

''Spokesmen a t the secre t de s ert test center north of 
I.o3 Angeles ,.,oul d say only tha t the object ,,.,as spotte d by 
t ·..ro civilian photo theodolite oper ators . 

"They t racked the objoct 
spGcial i zed came~a equipment . 
d1ep~tched i mmediately to the 

and took Pictures with t he -
Films and infor~atio~ were 

inte lli gence center. 

"Unofficial reports sai d the object appeared round, tha t 
it ca u ght t he morning s un and that it moved but not ot any 
great speed. There N~~ were no estimates as to its s i ze or 
e.l ti tude. 

" Edi--Tards officers would not hazard a guess as to what 
the ob j ect was , a lthough one said it could have been a ,.,ea.ther 
balloon. 

" 'This de ~ert air does cra zy thing,' he s a 1 ti. ." 

• • 
• • 

A reque s t is h ereby made for prints from the ne g~t ive film 
shot of the UFO. If thi s i s proh ibited by costs, I ,.,ill compensate 
the Air Force for the expen3e invol ved fo r such duplication . I f 
the ATIC ,.,i shes to r e tain the film , I Hill b e happy to obs erve 1 t 
on a s hort-loan b as i s , or through the lo cal USAF OPI . 

• 

AlAo, the ,_.,riter h ereby reque s t s a copy of' the photo-nnaly~i s 
ma de - or to be me.de - by ATIC of t his film . I fe e_l the.t ~uch __ ..,,.1,:, : )-dtr ... ·, 

cooperation bet~-reen the l\ir Force and a civilian/ina.y i nl't.Iat:"e · 
better uubl ic r e lations and crea te or enhance the public ' s unde r­
~tand'lof USAF v:ith r e f erence to UFO r ese arch. 

JIJ'S-

"/ t:.·i/1 .··ItcH' <n ... ntlt n in tltr huwem . .. " - J nr. L 1 :311 
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Thl• eue reoe1n:1 nation-wide publtol\J beoauae •b• uro voa ubaerf'e4 

oter 'b• ao·••lled •Unl,e4 s.a••• aeon\ teat 1JJC SI'QUAda .. • aa4 bacl NeD pboto­

craJM4 ottlolallJ' b7 ~iah·•pe•-1 oemer••• apeclallr deelped \o •raok alronft 
• 

end •laailea, bJ Kl J)ei'IODU le 

the oltJeot vee obH"<.4 br 'b• oamen oreva, vho, •ook a serlea of 

pbotosraJ)ba after it he4 monel •om• 4la\flo• avq. Tboy later 4eeortbad. lt a P 

1tiM.. '• . , aftu tb., ~· tbe uttN' to tu .,, .. ._of 
I, "" ~ • tl 

~A~~~~~··.}:~~~~ .'• Jllo'•~·~,- , ..... ~~-b. . ~1r'" ~~,~~··~~ .. ~'-J..-
'0 the alu of a uto!a bea4, ••· abape Ina rouD4 to elllptloel, u tu 

aicleJ with the observer ' s repor\ aa \o tUDes, eleYation• and betl1"irl6•• 

Th ta osee 18 oune14ere\.l •• haY iDS Nen iJDproper 17 handlod . It did no' 

C<'Gfl to the at teAS 1oo ut .UIO UDt11 well after tbe preae bad rece1Yed 1\; the 

lnYeatlea~ .. 4laoloae t~at be vaa 1Dfo~4 1\ vaa a bal~QODI and 'he looal 

c••tu Dder csoul4 bant aol•eJ the oaAe bJ awkln& local lDquirlea ot Lie Yarloua 
• • 

: • I. • .. ,,.~ 
• • • 

\ \ 1\ I I 
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o Gene~ · Watson (ATIC)---2. ( 
• 

' 

• 

• Thank you for your cooper ation in this ma.ttor • 
• • 

An early re~ly will be eratefully ap~reciated. 

Sincerely, 

Dire ctor 
FLYING SAUC:S:RS INTE~~ATION AL 

• 

• 

• 
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! 

M& 3, 1951: An unidentified object was spotted by tfto civilian photo-theodolite · 
operators at Edwards Air Force Base in California. They tracked the object and 
t ook pictures with the "specialized camera equipment;" result:s were dispatched 
immediately to wright-Patterson AFB at Dayton, Ohio • . Unof£icial reports said 
the object appeared round, that it caught the morning sun, and that its speed 
was not. great. There were no estimates as to its size of altitude.. Edwards 

-
• 

officers would not hazard a !;'less as to what the object was, although one said 
it could have been a weather balloon. "This desert air does crazy things, 11 he 
added. - L. A. Times, S/9; 1~. Y. Joun1e1.l-American, 5/10 (I~!S). (Credit: llrs . 
Idabel Epperson, or L.A., for C~lifornia clipplne.} 
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c _OFFICE OF RECORD · 

A FO 11'1- ..t 

AFOIN·4A 

t--~-------f . 

AFOIN•4B 

4 June 1957 

1 

AFOIB-4E4/Capt G.T. Gregory/69216 

1--+---_,_...... D/I-ATIC con:ference, 5 March 1957, on the UFO Program, :l-egarding 
~ L+.i made }yy your oft'1ee tbat UFO correspondence· of potentiaJ.l;r 

·;JUS ar controversial nature, publicity vise, shouJ d be reviewed by the 
~ lift~·~;e, <md that it be :released over tbe signature of Headquax'ters USAF, 

i.u-etera'ftl·~t the Of'.tice ~ Information Services. 
• \ 

' 

1---+----...... ~.-"" -1i L;J, attached is a suggested •'reJJ17 to aubJec'tl UFO organization' 3 

~-i--_""l'..,.ft.':\ft, ,.., •fr the .film and 1n:for~M.t1on on tbe recent Edwards AFB incident. It ia 
1-..L..:..:t· '~~,~~~! to note that the Center did not."receive the photo$ and UFO reports, 

AfH I IUa. -«); tban two Wl!eka after tbe date o-r the· request. . . · 
1 

, ' 

\ . \ 

• 
• • 
• -

• 
!--4-----·~~·:....._-r~ de-cailed anal3'8is ol this csae was j ust- completed, and f ·:n"W'al:'ded to your 

of :!tce. :'he original ~iL"'ll is 1n repoaitury with the UFO .fil~s. Any decision to 
:.--:::leaae -c.:~ f i ) m and detailed data t o t.his organizat ion nru.st c~ nmn higber l evels .. 
A~I.-:;'LlfF~ "'ion, any exception made in :fayor or one indi'l'idual : or organizati on 'Will 

~---- •u •..c::u. ~v nsul t in a flood of' requests .f'rom the others. The rJl.IggeSted repl:r 
;...-...;..;-· -.. - .:. ... ~11th tb 13 in mi ad. 
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a book entitled ,'Flying saucera," vhich ia nov on the rw.rket. 
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~ c ..... 
0 .1. ~ .L • I&P'~ 3uppe ~t repudiating the ~ Foree findings. A copy with appropriate 
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De t 211 4th \-leather Group 
llq'1 Air Force Ft Test Center 
Edwards ~~~ California 

I' 
I 

Request infort:JB.tl on concerning any balloon l aunchi ngs between 

0700 to o830 hours on 2 ~·~.lY 1957 involving large plastic ba lloons of 

45 to 75 foot s i ze . Information availabl e here indicates your unit 

may use 1 or have kn<Y.fled.ge of tests involving such balloons . Also 

winds aloft, data from your records froru 1500 to 5000 ft for this time 

period, to include knowledge of any other balloons released, or kno·~ 

t o have been in your area . Ueekly track cbsrts from 1110 Dup Gp 1 

Hedcom1 US..«\F 1 shmv balloon S- 3211 from Vernallis 1 passed north your 

area, moving west to east on same date . I mmediate reply desirable . 
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SUBJECT: De tuiled Ana lysis of Edwards A}"' Basa UFO Si ghting - 2 r\:ay 5? 

l ength . A simpl e demonstrat ion will qui ckly indi cata t hat a 
basketball h9ld in front of one ' ::~ e ye s a t t ::lis distance will 
co•ter a lmoat h~lf of th e vits ibla s ky, and would be an indi ca­
tion t ha t the objact ivould be tremendous in size . if as s t n t ed, 
observ3d e t 5,000 feet distance. The object, in actuality, 
'Mould be almor:~t 1/2 mlle wi de. 

b. Belie f in "Flying Saucers" 

(1) One observer hs.s g iven a ·trong indicat ion::~ tha·c ha is a bel i F.tv·e r 
in t he so-called "flying s aucer3." 

( 2) Stiated t hat he observed a "disc 11 almost half the s ize of a 
football field hanging ov~r a house for t wenty minut~s. Tiw~ 

and place iias Rosamond, california, 0930 p .m. in January '.SO . 
] 'ilds disclose no r eport within t hat general tirre and area. 

(3) No comme.at i o con~idsred ne cessary r egarding an object that 
siza over a 3mall t onn far a lmost one-half hour and not being 
se~n by any other per sons or aircraft, or by rauar t hat scana 
t hat area 24 hour s a day. 

(4) Tha observers were specinlists in a field of photography. It 
should t her:;foz·e be app3rent to them t ha t ev~n a previously 
known object would be di f f i cul·t to estimate as be ing 60 mile3 • 
much les9 it appearing as a readily identlfi~ble object on t he 
prints if it c ould b9 photographed a t that diatanca wi th the 
equipnant used. 

5. Conclusions: Therefore, on · the basis of the above. and ps\rticularly in 
eo~sideration of the f a ctual data presented, singly or collectively, there is no 
compelling reason to conclude that the object was other t han t he balloon released 
only a f ew minutes prior to the sighting. 

6. This Center considars it unfortunate that its knowle dgg of this i ncidant 
'.¥as third-hand; it was brought to both tha pu.blic and press's atten~ion days bet .. o N 

an unoffici~l UFO organization queri e d t h is Center on t he sighting. Expdrience ha3 
p~oven that a ~nial or expl anation is never g iven t he same publicity or atte~tion 
a s the original .story • . 

6 Incl s 
1. UFO Rpt, d td 14 May 57 
2. r.m·o Q.usstioru1aire ( dup) 
3. Photos. 25 prints 
4~ Ti~a-track plot 
5. Balloon Check , Ed\wt:tr d3 .AE.B 
6. ~alysis of Photos 
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DATE lYPE NO. 

27 I'flay 195'7 l e t ter 
SU BJECT 

Dataile d J.'malysis of E dl . .,ards Air :F'oroe B:tse UFO Si ghti ng - 2 May .1. 957 • 

ROUT IHG 

] ni ti ol " IN" c oJtrmrt t o deno t e r e vie w prior t o oc t i on. Tni tiRl "our" c o l umn t o deno te: r e vi~ w o f cnmp l ~ t~ d 

ac t ion. (Y. f or ac ti on: V t'o r c o o r d i na ti on.) 

IN OFf ICE OUT IN OFF I CE OUT IN OFFI CE OUT IN OFF I CE OUT IN OFF ICE OU T 

I) Jfl · 1 0 11'4•2 0 IN· 3 O I N· II AFOI II 
---

0 IN· I X OIN·2)( OIN· 3X O I N· 4 X f•f'OIN•Y. 

AfOIII•X 
~· 

AFCIII · X I 
r--· 

AfOIII• X2 

AFO i N·X:l 

AFOII~·X•\ 

Af'OIII·XS 

AfO II~ · 'Z 

CA6LES 

• M 

a 
I lL!: 

R 0 I !:PA fCH 

TO: DATE h 
AFO LT\1-Xl. (rJ!r . 27 May 957 

FROM: • COMMENT NO. 

AFO!N-!1-;./f . 1 
... 

COMMENTS (l.t:se r ever:se , i f 11ccee•Bry) AFO IN -4E4/ Cap 11 · lTJ - !;~j, ~I 
Ext : 70246 

. 

1. Genera!: This analysis ia based on a careful ravia~ and study of a ll f a cta 
and ~rtinent informa t ion submitted t his Ths a:aalysis i s • three basic on case . ln 
rnu:·ta: 

j 

• • 

a. Study of th9 observer's UFO questionnaire, the off icial UFO report from 
Edwards .AFB, ~irborne objects kno'Wll ·to ha ve been in tbe arsa at th~ t ime , . geographical 
f a ctor 3, and th>3 elaments of ti.me, elevat ions, bearings an1 mateorological conditions 
pertinent to t.:te sighting. 1 

b. .\.:"l:.lly3 i s of theodolit e phot ogra:;>h3 submit ted. wi t h correlation t o t he 
knmm facts. 

c. EV3luation of t he rources (observers). 

2 . .A;Ua:t-usis of UFO Rap~t and ~astionnaire Data : • • 0 •• • 

a . UFO r eport, photograph3 , and qt!.ea tionnaire as accompl ished by the obser ver 9 
..... was no" receive d by t h is Canter unt il 23 May 1957, ( see incl osure .'/ 1, 112 lr , and 113 ) and 

a cons i der a ble t ime after the i ncidan·t hi:!. d r ea chad both th~ pra3s and t ha public;~ 

b. Reference pilge ,3, ;.tem (11 )(a) of UFO r apor t . The at temnted - analysi .~ of 

t •• i 3 Dighting by the officer pr e :paring the r ePort - to the e f f e ct that the objec t could 
• 
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I a . Sovnd __ -_lJ_o __ n_e __ _ ---·- -·-· ·-- ... -- ... . ..... __ .. ___ -- --- . --·- -- --· --· -- - - -
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b. Co 1 or ___ B_r_i-==:._~.-l_n_· _l:i_e~_a_.l_i~-~l_o_r ___ . _____ ··-----_ ---- ·-- __ __ _ -- ·-- -·--- - ·--..., 
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17. Or:: ·-~"' o p icturo thot w i ll show the shor1' of the c.bj ~c t or ob jt:c: ts. Lob.-~! and in c lud~ in your sk•)l c-h cul t ~.!-:: t{: d:; 

of t 11 ... obj ec t tnot you saw such n:; w~.•g s, pt oi~ u·.i o'13 , el t::. , or.d csp~c;o l ly a'(hu11£. t rroilr: CJr vcopo ,. t r.,il: . . P l··cr· 
on crrow b e sidtt the draw ing lo shv•i'l the d 1r o ction tho objec t wo:; 111ov ing . 

15 J:ti nut es later 

~ ..... _r __ ·_:__.) 

Overhead • 

east 
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1··----- ------------------. 
I 18. T!,c ad\1es of th~ ob ject wer~: 
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( Cirdc One): o . 
b. 

(c . 

Fu::: zv or Slurred 
• 

Li~e o br ighr sta r 

Sh e;: ply ou tlin ... d ) 

d. Do, ' t ro rr.t:m b~r 

<:. Orher -·-------- -----~-- - - - -·-

-- - ----- ------... - ------ ... - ·--· 
-- ________ ... -- --- - ---- - ·--- - -

I ··-·,..--- - - ---- -----· ·---- ------ - .. - ------ ·--·-----· - ----- ----- --------·----- -----· 
' 19. IF t~_,re wa s MORE THA N Q~~E ob;ec t, rhen ho • .,. many were rb~re ~ Ju.Et_Qfl~-- -----·---- --·--- __ . 

Dre w o picture of how tndf W"'fC a r ranged, a nd put on arrow to s ho w the direCTIOn that they w e re :ra ve l inn . 

• 

• 

• • 
• • 

--

• . 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
I 
• 

• 
l 
• 
• 
• 
I 
• ., 

• 

• 

I 

I 

;· 
• 
I • 

•• 

, 
I 

I 

• 

• 
I . 
• • 

' 

I 
I l ___ -------------------------· ---------- -------------------- -·-· - -- -

- l' 

• 

• 
• 



' I I 

• 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

• 

' 
• ' 

---,..-- -··---------- -·--.._ ______ --·---- - --- - -- - - ---·---··--
• 

20. Draw .. 1 .' c tur~ thnt wd l snow th _ mo ti o n tha t t he o'::lj•:d or o bje c t:> n·~lC~~. Plo,-; t,; l)n 'A ~ Cl l r'· .. ~JF:qirni ng 
of .he pCJ~h, o " B • c t th"t end of the path, cn.d :;ho H 'lny ~ .,nnge') i n dir.:ctio n durin~! th -e •; ·• r -. · 
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21. IF ?OS:S!BLE, rry 1o gu~ s :; o r 
1.50-:-~?.i.. ___ feet. 

es ti mot"' what th" roo l si zo of t he oh ject wus 1n rt c; hn~ost din•t:! r: ... ion. 
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·p . -..... H . ., ..., hrg o did the obj eCT or 

o o1J ut ol.>o~.Jt or m' s leng th? 

(Circle One); a . 
b. 
c . 
d. 
e. 
f • 

Hearl of ' o pm 

P oo 

Dime 
Nickei 
QLJar ler 

Hu If \Jo! I ::r 

'1.2. 1 (Circle One of th ~ follo wing to ind•c·JI~ 

(a . Ct:r to in) 
b . fo irly c:orroin 

u. -
h 

' ' 
( • I . 

k. 

Si: "" do llr.r 

Grcpefruir 
Sos ke1boll ) 

O:ner --·--. - ----. 

• 

- --

how c~;~rtoi n you ore nf yovr .1nswer ~o Quest ion ?2. 

c. :'~ot 1cr y sure 

d. Uncor ~o i r. 
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2.f. In or:!"' that you c an g l·t e a ~ cloor a pict ure O .) pos :~ ibl ., of what you saw, w" ..,.ovid l ik., f o r you tCI i'na~ioa tho r yo \o cou ld 

c: orutr u ct the obje c t th ot fOU s o w. Of w hot t }•pe mo t.,r io l would you rn•J'~., ir"' How lorg s w o uld i• b ..,, end .,hnt ~hor"' 

w-=-ul.:l it ho•1e ? De scrib e in your ow n wflrci s o C:nmrn~ n ob1 e c t or ohj .. c t s ...... h lch ~"hen pl a c o d u p in tr'l!t ~ ky ..,o uld ;;ivo1 th e 

som., ?pp., 'l ro n ee u the o b ject w h i ch you SC> " · ; 

Al lt.'":l i nu.11 c o l or 
1.:/'J- 175 f ee·t i n cliameter 
Dick sh..::ne -
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25. ow• n ertt wcr,.. v o u 

I 
lucot~d wh~r~ jCU • , ... tho:- u1.ot•·r-t ? 

(Cr rcfc On e ): 

o . In side o buil d ing 

( b . In a co r ) 
c . OutJoors 
d . lnr.noirplone 
e . At :.c o 
f. O• t r<:! r -· _ _ . ·- -· --~ -
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I 
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')' _ () . 

o. 
b. 

(c 
d. 
e. 
• 
1. 

i rl tJ,,, ~a L!!.i :1lt; ;; !.ecr• ' '~ ,: -.1 C.. i 1 • 

In the rcr; irl~ll f l 'll '>•'Ch on <' f (I rd ('1 

In op~n couPirtside? ) 
F I yin ') ncor an rJi r fie ld ( 

F I y i ng ov ~ r a city? 
Flyin j ov..- r W)Cfl c ountl/) 

g . Ot~er ____ __ _ ··-- ····-- __ 
~ -- - ·--

• • 
I 

• 

I 

I 

____ .. _- - ----·----- -- --·- .. - --· .... .. ---··-
I 

- ... J _ 
____ .,..__. __ ._ __ .,.. .. ____ --· - -- 0 - ·- · ·-· ... --- -·· - - .. 

I 
I 
• • I 

l 

• 
~ t • ... . 
I 
I 

I , 
' I 

I 
I 
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o . No rth ( r.. En: t ) (: . 5'.> \.lt ll 

b. N orthea s t d . Sou t lv~o:.l • f. Southwes t 

28."2 H t . ? 0 ¥1 .a s t were you r::twroq . ---· J5 ·-- -- mile?' per hou r . 

2:1.3 01d you s top ot ony linw while y ou wern looki ng c: t 71lt! ob jec t ? 

(Circ/1:! Or>e) ( y t:~ ) No 
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29 . Wno t d irec t i on were you lo.,ki rl9 .·d1.-n you f1•s t S'l w th¢ oLi~-: t ? i( rrcl r: One,l 

o . Nor th 
• 

b. Nor th~o.st 

( <... Eos t ) 
J. Soutl eo.s t l • • 

c. Se>.:~h 

Sou t h•v~s t 
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..,I). What d irec t ion w~re you loo!-ing ..., ;1 '!'"1 1ou las t so ..., the objec t ? (Ci rc le One ) 

o . Nor th 
b. Northe ast 

( c. f.~Jo; t ) 
d. S.;,uihcu r. t 

~ . South 
f. Southwe s t 

g . We st 

h. Northwe s t 
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31. If 'f<'J oo fa mi lia r wi th bearing ft:rrn$ ~ <.rriJul(l( dt rec ti on), t ry ro ~ c; t1 mor e !ne numb..,r o f d:,ar .... -:s 
froM :·.•e Nor th a nd nl::;o :ha nu:-t!:~N d :ir.:')rec • i t was •.tpw~rd from f p~ h ~ ri7.'.>n (c icvo t ion}. 

3 1.1 \ / hen i t firs t appeared: 
7.. (__. ... 

o F ro1:1 t: ue North .. ___ 
4
5 --. ii'!:J ' •! t: <; • 

b. F rom hor i 7on ---- · _ ~ · -- c.krJrc - ~ 5 . 
.., 

1 2 \' ' I . J. I ..., . ,,,en 1t r:;c p peorcc : · 

Q , fr om ~ o'L " f!orth _. 

b.. From h..,r ; =: -m 

¥ 

7~-J J .. ~, ,.. . r::_- · ... · J .... J . 
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J1. In lhc Fvllowing ::. ketch, i r~o c:Jin ~ r h"~ )':· 1J or ... n t t' · • :'lor n : :;h<. w '1 P 1-:>cc on • t, " em th~, cu •• ~.: J · ,p t ' -;t; ,. h~Y't 

hi gh the obj\!C t was o oovl tlw h~•ri t .. ll l { l~7l r 1") 11 1r~' ) OI.J 1'rr~ t ,_,.,.. it. Ploc•.: o "[\ ' '"~n tl1 o; ;w-,, cur,,.~ ,,,: r· 

s.ho .. , how h igh the objec t wo• c:bovc t h.: r1 ) fit ;n (<,L··tlin~) .-. l11r. you /o-; t sow i t. 
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J ·1 . 1 C l 0 UD S ( C " d t: 0 n e J 

o. Cleor sky 
{L }b:y ) 

1-1.:1 

( 

c. ScCJ ttercd cloud> 

d. 1hic:k r:Jr h~ovy clo vr.h 
·.:. Don ' t r em1.: mht:r 

•IL'\ THER ((. rrr../fl 
• I tJ ,, .. 

. fJr " ) . . 
• 

'> . Fo9, 
. 

m 1 s r, or lr qh t rc, ·~ 

c . ~. '.rJJ cr o t e or lwovy r-1 tn 
• --J • .)now 

... - . Don 't rc rn•· rn!mr 

Wi,~r. rl iJ you re-port t o 
. 

!'. O rrl .. ! o..'"'! r 

2 1·1.-..,;y-
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D<~y ., - ,,,, .. . 

(C ircfcOt·~) ( '(c•. ) 

• 

1957 

36. 1 IF yotJ ow.wcrcd Y ES .!1 ! t : •t > 

(C u clt: One/ ( Y c~ ) 

~ ' ' ( l i !11 ' . .. . . 
I I . ' . 

J0.2 ,_ . .. -J 

" ' . ' . • Jt ll " ... .. ,.c. 
·· '· . ..J• •" · 
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0 r:o \\ 111d 

( 1, . S! t q ;, I b r o ~ .: t'l ) 

;: . Srrony v, ind 

d . Don' t 1 c n H·rntHH 

•' ,q .'1 r r .,. t" L ,> ,\ ~ wn I I 

\1. 
• I I 

~ () ' .. . 
C. Cn t•i ) 
•• '.'!or n-~ . 
d. ~ul 
.... 
• • Don ' t : ,_ :n..-.. .-nb·.! r 

p . 0 • J.k:::. Rosemond , Califor nia 
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(CucloOne ) (Yr:~ ) 

3 7. 1 IF you onswer~d t~O, rht::" .,,h,!n, 
• 

I( ' 

• • • -.. 

•• r't • '~ 

• 

• 

h •' 7 • 

• 
• 
• 

. . 

• - ---- ... - -- ..... -. .__ -- _. - ·· - -·-·-··~-- - ----·- - -- ··--·-· - . 

. .. .. - - ... -- . - - . . . - ·-- ·- . . 

----· - - .. - ... .. -- ..... ·- .. ·- -- - . . . 

- . .. -·· . -- • - . - • • • 

• -
1 ' ' ~ ('i . In ) OUr vt>inion whn~ do you th 1~1 l rl~t' 'Jb1r• c: : wo:; aml whot rn igh t l:av .:: c o t;_. :cl 11? 

Do not hD.ve n.~r i dea 

- · ----- ~-· ---·- --- -·--·------ --------- - --·---- --- --·----- · ... -- __ , __ _ ------ ···- --- -· -· ·-

• 

• 

-

I 
I 

• 

I 

j 

I 

• 

' • 

I 
I 
• 

• 



• 

• 
• 

-·. ..- ·- ·-.. ,- -------·--·· ---------~-------- ----- -
3-.. D ·' you I · 1 ' -

1 f h ' ? j Y "' f. lfn;." Yt)U COil CSI IiO'll•:! 1'10: !.fi'"''J 0 I I! ol.J; ·Ct 

l 
' 

I -. 
I 
I 

' • 
' : I 
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5000 
60 

• .. ,. ~,a t f :trst 
mile~ nt L:~t . 
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. .., ....... , ) ,. C 1 . f . 
c~. L (' __ - ~"-
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b. I li')h s~ hool . - ... . ---
Collt!gc c . - ·- . -. - -

d. Post groduor~ - . - . - • 
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Do •e y::;u ::ornple !cd th i " q'"'cs tl onn .. nrc: 
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- ;J ~ 

I 
,? 

• 
..--·· .. .,. .-~..............: 
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U.S. AIR f-ORCE TECHNICAL IH rORM AT10N S.HEET 

(SUMMAR'{ DA T.O.) 

I n order that your infcr rnotion moy be file d and coded a s accurot':lly os poo;$iblu, rho:.; u l J!,o 

th :~ following :>poco ro .. nilt! O..J t a ~hart do-.cript!on of tht} cv11nt tha t you ob'lc rvtJJ, '( HJ t:.n y •::· 

pNtt information thnt )'OU hove al ready gio~cn •n the q uc .:;t io n1airtt , ond o dJ CJ PY f llrt h..: r <: O ; ll iJHn ~ ·. , 

, ro tcments, or ::.ket c hes th'J t you believe <H(.' unportont. Try ro p resent 'the dctn;l ~ of t n~ o1JS ':H V':l· 

t ion in thd order ir·, whl ('n they occl!rrod. /\dJit i oo1n l r,,q~s c.f the ~onH: !>izo popar may h t>: o tfot:h .. d 

1f thc ·t or<! needed. 

------
• 

- -· ------ - .. _ .. _,.. - ... -----
(PI frO$ ., P r i111) 

SI GNATURE (not avai1able for Si [ na turo ) - -- - - ·-· ·- · __ .,.. -- ----- -· -
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I 
I 
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--- ---- ..----·-- - - -
(On No t Vln t..: Jn f111s Space/ 
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i vATE ___ g_J~:- 12.2.2_ _ _______ _____ --··--·- _ 
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1-·---------------------------- -- ----·-- -- --- ----
• ..... _1 _ _ _ - ~--- ------- -- - -- ·- .... - . - I . - . 
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1tl e left the n.?.s tcr ~tP.tion h ec.diP..£; soutl: for one TJ:\. l e tho n. t Lu:r.:"'! cJ e11.st for • 
.b.skanic.. station if /.~ • . Aft,.)r lle: .. cl i nt: en.:Jt .for 100 yerds I locked th.ru. t he.: •:lind ::lhiold 
.::md ca,·.' the obj ect a.t u.boa.~ 1500 feet 1.1..:9 in t h e c. ir t jus t ha!!f~in{:: 0here . ~rho driver. 
und n.yse l±' cor.tir.ued to the J.. slc~.nic. statio:-1 :;.::C. ·pncov e:ced £Jnd loP.c'!.e;d t.he cm1e-ra. 
From tho time fi r s t seen till c~·mera \/C.s lo.~l<Jci. J 0 minutec h.o.d po.st. '.Ia sto.rted t e.l.:­
~- ~'C ~::·ict'l.u~es o£ the obj e ot \'d ti1 t .i1c c.:t.l'1~ra m.:.rn.ml.1.y . iZe took <:'.:9)r o.::ima te ly 40 frco..I!!es . 
\:o za :1 the obj c ~"'. :f0r e..2_):Pl"O.): in~.tely 2.5 to 3 0 r.1 inutes befo:-c it v,·ent O'..tt of si~ht . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

------------- ------- -------- -- - ·-----------------~--.----·--. - ----

• 

• • 
• 
• 

--

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I • 

• 
! 
I 

t 
I 
: 
• 

I 
• 
I 

! 

I 

' I 
l 
(· 
• 
I 
I 
• • . 
• 

1 
I 
! 

; 

• 
• 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • 
•

• _ ! • . ... ... , 1 -
:t• • •. 1 ; • .... 

. . J . d ••. : Edwa-rdJ AF..B ~B 
• 

• • 
-:'his ca.ae received nat2.cn-wid.e pllbhci ty b e\7;!3-USe the UFO wa.a . 

• 
I 
I 

t 

~ . H~ r-v~c o•t.-.:- :to-ca~ed ''Uni~"=d S ta.te s set;ret ~e sting g rounds ''., ;uld had been 1 
. ·..,)· . .: ~rap.!-,.~d oificially by hl~h-epeed <::lm&r a.s, ces::H~c~2Uy dee.igne<! t.u •; ::ack 1 

1 .:-' ~ U'; ~nd m1ss iles by AF ~eraonnel. . . . .. ·. · ~ 
. ' • • l 

' ~~object wa5 obli.erved by the ca.l:ner a ~rews·, who , cook. a serle~. l 
·: t :>:..o ~o~: :iphs after it had nnved l!ome di6ta.n~:e av.ray . Th~ a;,gh.M.l'g w~s 
:l::J U -ir~ .c.t.ty re leased to th~ presA. di~ectly o.r ot;he:-·N'-~e , p~·ior t..o affid.al AF ·1 

·:·: ~. :~ :.u~at.J.on. A study of 3Z photographs ta}i:en and h i .gbly magniii d, t!i~clo!~d j 
·.~e object tv be the size of a· m.atch hf!ad, bu~ changing sh:!?e fro rn -:-ound .to . l 

~ Lllptical, a• the early sun 1.S rays·· played .upon US, :u1rface . A win.d plot, 
~ Q t' :-e ta~ed •w4..th the reported spe~d a nd move':n<en.t!l o! the o.bj ec~; , prac :ir.:.ally 
~ .)l ncid~d. Thia pointed to the objec t be1.i~g adballoono .Fur~et inve:~·tig~tions. Jl 

~c t only d.is-:lcaed that·a balloon was re ease 1.n t'3.e vicinHy. but precise 
·. :: t- odolHe me'l•urementa· eoincl.ded with tl'!.e ob.:fer7e·::.._s repor-ts. a~ t o ti~ea , 1 
· · · ~v~c.on• and bearings . ... · · ' , " ; . . : :~ . . · · . i ... .. . . ··~t ,.. ,•,. ' " . 

' . . . ~- . .. . - . . . .. . ,. ,. ... ' . . .... 
• • t \ ' • • - •• .#. • 

I ~ I • . . , . . . . 
· This case is con1!1idered to ha.ve been imp::cp·e rly !landl~d. It did 

··,o ~ ~orne ·.o ~e attention qf ATIC until well a!ter t..t.e pres~ had. rec:e~"Jcd i~; thi! f 
:·~ d·w=lrds .AF3 offii:i~l made atatemen.ts tO t}le p~e~.w .J;hat it was "unknovo.-r.." ·, 
-.... h~n i nve "itiga.c;iona disclose :hat ~ey lla.d been in!o't'med t.'lat it wa.s .a. balloon; -
! ;d -:he loc:al comm~nder could rk.·Je .s.ol·led e-~e !.;a,ae by .ma-lting lccal ~nq·.~lrie s 
f \...: · "-·a.riou'• ·u-~t•; · ~ .... ) ..... · p • ··~ ~ ' :.·~· ·' ... ,,.~· •• · r 1· ~ · ·1'1' ·-- 1 ' ' '1 • "' " · I ;.. ..(;!..&. y ~ • . ... ',. ' . ... ' "" .. ·' , . ....~ 1· ~ ... • - .. " "' t' ' •l .( (( ' !lJ • •• f • ' ' • # • ' 

.... . .,. .... .. . ... ;J . h .. , • • , ... ' ~ - ~·\. l t'). ·' ' ., ~, • 
,. 0 ~ ... ~t ' • (~ • ·'t •, :. J,il~l'.!t~~:.~·: ~; :.;;•.~-'\·~: ~·: ~! .. ~w~t .~:. ~ ... 1 \i :,··· .. '1,' ,£.. . ... , jrq "4\tl• ,•f).~,,T 1 .,y .,, ... ~,._ , •:\\1~ 

• 

. . 

I 
' 

I 

I 
I 

• 

• 



• 

• • , 

• 
I 

• 
\ 

• 
• • • • • • 

• 

T:1i a case r"c~ i::te ~ ua ~ io.a -· .. .,iJd ;>ub l l city b.;:cau3d ; i1a l/ i'O .·.-.~ 3 v~n~ rreJ 
• 
I 

'.l'~1.;, ob j a"t ·t~a'iJ o b&tuv·:d 'b.'f ~h8 l., 9.Ulel•a c reya, Hho, ·o ook a S (:rr i·~ tt '.)! 
I 

ph<Jiio,grapba at'tar i t hdd rau7 f:ld sou.e ~ !..st~ctt a -vay. 

• .. 

I 

I 

dlao 11uuaptel "io inGerroga~orat~1 an•r th•Y brougo.' the ma•t•r to ~he •'tenti.on ol
1 
' 

• 

• A nu4T ·32 photosral'ha taken. ~d highly mssn1f1e4 dis~loeed •he objeo~ 
• Jl . . . 

t o th e s ize of a match head, but changinl 3hap8 f rQm round to elliptl~a l, ~J ~ he 
I 

e:u-ly s <m ' s rays pJ.ay~d U.r;>on ita aurf J.ce • .A 1..1i nd pbt, correlata.l ·'fil;h ~h8 r·,. 

t he ob j act being a b~ lloon. FUrt h~r inv~Rt lgations no~ onl7 d i scloa~d that a 

'.i'h ls c a a a .1. 8 conaider.,tl .:1::i hav in~ b~ a.n i.mpro'!l~ rly ll~ndlarl . I t Jj.~ 10 ~ 

com" t o t hs a ttent i on o f .A'f ! C u.1til iJEs ll a ft e r ~hs .:.-r~a a ha~ receiv~ it ; :;b e 

inv~~t igtt'Cbna d i~cl.:>ae . t .hat ho \f A4 1::-..t'ormed it 't.res ~ h~l.l&oA; and the l ocal 
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~jor llinlager :ta oVa.rt! of' the f':1ots of t Ms ca,st9 and '11e s ta·i;~l., 

(~-not;e) "'On t ha l:t)O~·ln~ ot 2 I~y 1957 1 7:l4-o l?J11 t hey ~·el.:!aseii. n 
-

R~J.-..rln»onde balloon trllich o.t relea:Je U~easu.-es 8~ e•1 ,.,.. or 5 ·~;o 6 tea~, 
···- --

1n. ~1i.Jmeter1 \.;biull l-ea.abes ~ di3.'0Seter ext -:75 t o 90 ~t. a t . Go_,ooo r -t;. --

--
thtt intortatio.a oft1oer u. t :&tmrh .l\ .... 7 3 • 
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Str.d:T&CT: Datailed Analysis of Edwar ds AF P..as e UFO S i g h·ting - 2 Hay 57 

· not hav~ be en a balloon is n ot valid. In f a ct. the data supplied t nroughout th~ 
re};JOrt ( exact geographic~l locations of ba lloon site, obs9rvers' pos i tions , metro 
data, precise computations as to angles or eldvation, bear ings a nd altitude , 8moug 
o1;hers ) indica t e that it i.:s highly improbable that tha obj-3c t ~lias other t han a ba lloon. 

c. A ca.-oparative analysis of the aata f'r.:.m the UFO questionnaire and t ha 
data derived from sc ientific inotruments and a ctual officia l t ime -tra cks of tho 
balloon latt.nchsd indicate the follo\¥i ng: 

(1) TestL-nony give.a by both observers is t hat the timd of ·t heir 
sighting was betl,~en r1755 and C820 ( oee at t a che d copy of 0]'0 
Questionnaire, Form 164 ), 

(2) A rawinsoode ba lloon was released by tb.e Edwards AFB m~atber 
station, "West of the obaBrvara, at O?llO hours a nd accura te.l.y 
tre.cke d until 0820 hours (UFO Report, 14 r-'JSy 1957 ). 

(3) Obser-vers both estimate the bear ing of the object to be 
75 ¢l&eea when it first appeared, prestmably at CJ755. 

(4) Official tin:e-t.racking of the balloon (UFO Report, 1.5 !\'lay 57) 
was as follows: 

(a) Cf750: 'l'rue Bearing - 70 degrees 

(b) 0800: True Bearing - 80 degrees 

(c) 0810: True Bearing - 60 dagreea 

(5) Therefore; interpolating for the first two time-tracks • the 
bearing is ~x~pt~~ 75 degrees. Us ing an average of all three, 
the results are 70 degrees. 

(6) Observers' state tbat when first observed, t heir ~stim~ted 
angle of elevation of the object ivas lU de e;_Tess, and l5. dz[tree a 
when it disappeared. 

{7) A trigonome !irical t rea-tment of the data in the official u70 
Report (paragraph la(ll)) indicates that the angle of eleva ­
tion during th5 p9riods given by tba observers was approxi­
mately lQ degrees and~ degrees respectively. 

d. It has heen 1·ep~atedly proven that without accurate inutrun:ents and 
devices, a pers on seldom can estimate angl es of e l evation against the sl-::y within 
10 to 20 degreas of the actual eleva tiona, }:.articular lj in areas other th~n di­
rectly overhead ar on the horizon. 

e. Therefore, allor.-ring for the kno\vn inability of the a ver age person to 
correctly estimate anglas and time , tbe officially computed ti~~s , bearings anu 
elc vation3 of the balloon r~leased, almost r:erfectly coincide lvi t h t he fi gures 
given by the observers. 
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r:qs 4W2d Air !r.t.:tJ 1] 6-ence Servtce Squadron 
!:.:lse 1 CoJ.ol:'&C!o 

(lillC), E:.·l; .!'J.r Force 
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.)_ •J !'.'d l l l ~') j 

T0 z Ccnrw:nder~ .. ~j.r ~'3clmicnl Iutelligence C.~n:ter, KilfJ!lh .1\:.'' 0I ?T L;:4, 
Urighw.atte:rson J1i.r .i?orce E3se, C:hio 

Fo:rt-~&rded for your ini"oma ~..ion and uaces~ ~ct:ion. l.JFOB 
!::Da.~ Cel'd (:\1S02 I='oxn l'Io. 5) t·dl 1 be :i'Ol"!:Ja:rded 1.fue:n IJr:tpa~tl. 
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H EADQUARTERS 

AIR FORCE FLIGHT TEST CENTER 
AIR RESEARCH ond DEVELOPMENT COMMAND 

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
Edword~t Alr Forre Bolle 

F£00B 

SlTCJECT : Unidenti fied Flying Obj ect Report 

TO: Commander 
Air Defense Corrunancl 
Attn : 4602d AISS 
Ent Air Force Base 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Cullfomla 

•• • 
• - . I 

f • 
' -, 

1. In accordance with paragraph seven, Air Force P.egul ation 
200- 2 , the follovdng r eported s i ghting of an Unident ified Fl ying 
Obj e c c is forHarded for necess~y acti on . Report is beir.g &'Ub­

mitted in l etter f orm due to non- avail ability of Air Force Form 
112 : 

• 

a. Repor t. foll01.vs prescribed format (par 7d, AFR 200-2) . 

(1 ) Descri ption : 

(a ) Disk shape. 

(b) Size compar ed to basketball. 

(c) Aluminum or metal ic in color. 

( d) One. 

(e) N/A . 

(f ) Obj ect was estimated to be 150-175 f eet in 
diamet er. It 'I,Ias sharvly outli ned and was shaped l ike a saucer. 

(g ) None. 

(h) No sound. 

(i ) Had transl ucent glou. 

(2) Descripti on of course : 

( 9.) Observers first sighted obj ect at o. very low 
a l titude while tra-v~eling to the Photo Tbeodol i te Station in a truck. 

(b) El evation : 45° Azimuth: 0° 

( c) El evation : 85° Azinatth : 0° 
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F'IC·OB, Hq APFTC, 1 SubJ : Uni dentifi ed Flying Object Report 

(d) Objrect tTaveled in an easterly di rec t ion .9.t 
all times. At t ines o bj ec t. appeared to stand still a..".ld chmtge :;::hape 
or pulsate. Object was at n.n estim~1.ted altitnda of 1500 f eet . 
Vel ocity of obj ect \./:is un1mmm . 

(e ) Object dit~appaared from sl ght due to extreme 
distance. 

( f') I.Dngbh of tirn~ i n sight vras approxi:matAly 
25 r,inutes . 

(3) Obsarvation : 

(a) Ground vt ::ual . 

(b) Object Wls tracked by a 1 5 pm.;e-r scope which 
i s a por tion of the Photo Tneodoli te eq~ipment. 

(c ) N/A. 
• 

(4) Time and date : 

( a ) 1 L .. 55Z to 1 520 Z, 2 Nay 1957. 
• 

(b) Day. 

(5) location : Approximatel y 34° 53 ' 30 11 N - 117° 40 ' 
.30 11 E. 

(6) Ohservars : 

( n ) Scatt~ri~d clouda eGtiDated to be at 6000 
f eot . Th '3 sky conditi on was dull daylight. Surface \-rinds were 
light . 

(b ) \~inda : Surfa.ca - 360/ 09 
6, 000 - '?.70/17 

10 , 000 - 260/29 
1 6, 000 - 2Y:'I/ 37 
201 QfJO - 270/33 
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FrOOB, Hq A'FFTC, , Subj: Uniclentifled Flyi ng Object ~cp)rt 

3n,oco - 280/53 
)0, 000 - 2&J/?..CJ 
80, 000 - 290/07 

(c) C~lllinP v - None . 

(d) Visibili t y - 30 mllos. 

( e) 2/10 t otal cloud coverage 
1/10 cumulus at 4500 feet 
1/10 cirrus at tinknown al ti tilde 

(f) J'To thunderstorms. 

(8 ) Sharp tropopause inversion at 42, 500 f eet HSL. 

(9) N/A. 

(10) Negative. 

(11) Prepaxing Officer ~~d comments : 

(a) 

(b) 

Deputy Chi0f of St~f, Operations. 

t.>Taather station s at Palmdale Airport , George 
Air Force Base, r1oje.ve NCAAS , and China La.ke Naval u r Station ,,rere 
queriod as to '1.-rhether any ueather balloons had been released at u:r 
about the tiJ1e of si. r htin2. Feply in each cas3 v·as negative. A 
r~\.."i:uonde balloon viaJ r t1leased by the weath9r station at r~.clt..rards 

• 

, 
' Air y.'orce Base at approximately 07 /JJ hour s PE~.cifi.c Daylight ':!.'i::1e , 

1
• I r, 

2 Hay 1957. T .l t" follo;r:l.n g infor.ma t5.on on the r• ~J ease of :::ubj ect · --~ -·-, 
balloon : , ·' "' •" 

,-

I 

• 

•I 

' • 

• - • 

' ~ • • ..... 
~ • ,.. t 

. ~1 . .. 

07J.{J hours .... Bal loon r eles.sgd at Ed•."~ :rds (34° ; 4r 
3·) II N - 11 ~ 52 I 00 11 E) • , 

,.. .<'· ' , 
• 0750 hours. • • 13, 287 t el evati on , 8038 y:?..ri~: f r om 

station on a true bearing of 70o . 
0300 hours ••• 22,802 ' el evati on, 16 , 295 yards f r om 

station on a true b eari.l'lg of 80°. 
0310 hours . • • 34, 1~1.$ t el evat ion, 27, 66~ yards from 

station on a t1~e b earing of 60°. 
08?.0 hours. ~ • lr4, 291 ' el eva tion, 38, 603 yards fro~ 

s ta ti0n on a tn1o beari ng of LIJO . 

. ~· . . ) 
\ 

, , 

• 

,/ 
) 

Based on t he above trac~ 1~ade nnd the location of the ob3t~fc~s ut 
t hr;, time of sighting, the ·w.3a.ther balloon r elea:::ecl at Ed~.Jards conl d 
not hc.ve been the u..1identif:ieti obj ect rep0rted .. 

( c) Prob~bl e cau::;e of s i ghting is unimm.m. 
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FTOOB , Hq .A..l41fTC , , Subj : Unidentified Flying Object Rapor·t 
.. 

• 
• 

(12) Attention is invited to the attached photographs 
of th~ reportHd sighting. Photo enlargeoents represent every other 
fr~a of th'3 attached negatives (i nclosures five a.."l<l siX) . Reference 
pl1oto enlargements in inclosure three . Subject photographs were 
t~~en beginning at approximatel y 0807 Pacific Daylight Time at th3 
r ate of t'..ro frames per second. Photo enlargements on inclo b-ure four 
Yera taken beginning at appr oximatel y 0815 Pacific Daylight Tillle at 
the r ·.lte of four frames per second. Photographs were taken \dt h a 
sii,gle photo theodolite cane-ra which cons isted of 84 inch l en se and 
a 15 pot.,r~r scope for tracking purposes . 

6 Incls. 
1-ATIC 

FOR THE CONHANDER: 

.~ 

RAYHOND P. KLEIN 
Lt Colonel, USAF 

• 

• 

Acting Deputy Chief of Staff , Operations 
2-ATIC For m 164-

3-Photo enl ar gements 
f r om negati ve 1 (2 cys) 

4-I)hoto enl argements 
from negative 2 (2 cys) 

5- Negati ve 1 (:f'o:rvar ded under 
sepa.:cate cover) 

6-Negati ve 2 (fort·rarded under 
separate cover) 

.AI SOC 

• 

lst I n.Q 

Hq::; L,602d fur Intelligence Service Squ.:1uron 
B~sc , Colorudo 

•. 

(ADC ) , Ent _ti:c li'or ce 

16 MAY 1957 
'.t'C: Co:r..r:1ander , ID.r J.'echnical In-telligence Center , f...T'J.'2~ : 11.1/C;I!: 4 '~4, 

'.lriz.-'11 t - Pa ttcrson 1\i r ::.i'orce Base , Ohio 

-·'or\.Jarded for your i nfor rr.ation o.nd nec.:cssary ac·~io~l. t:/OD 
l.n.C.;:: G~i'Cl (iliSC? Forn I!o . 5) 1lill oe i'ort·J~rdod 1.Jhcn prcparcJ . 

' '( ·-. rr•·n., co .fi; ,. ID'~R · .!. vh -!'J.j11 ! ... L w • 

6 Incls 
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I JOi~ll D ?AYLOI( ,JR " 

' J.!tJ.j CJr , U SAl!' 
/1 .Adjutant 
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1 ~DWA.riDS AF.B1 CALIFORNIA 
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"I 3 j c- f1rne -;--: 

..[1 'I() 0 -...J -=-- -·- - / 
FROM: AFQJN-4E4. ~ ~ FO il; MAJ MciNTOSH · Cf:ec!\cd By _ _.._;~ 

;y::r ",(.cs.=;uqL.·t-l.-t.C "'t.Ct. cu'" vAA_,C:> t,. C·!...<~L t (.,._ 1--.~v~·:,~L ?u:1-t1.(11 (>f .• JJ.1!1 ~,L,t#l!.i _,.. 
F.EQUEST ~V'r.NFOJ.3MATf)l~REGARDING ln/IDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT OVER 1 

:J.kL \lA/ C'..J.i.'t;()l.J.V {/ r4-
YOUR BASE REPORTED BY INS WIRE SEW/ICE 1 9 NAY 1 QUOTE : OFFICERS 

AT EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE TODAY HERE STUDYnlG FIU·lS z..IADE OF A 

· PURPORTED IDliDE~n'IFIED FLYING OBJECT SE.EN OVER THE BASE. TfrE 
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OBJECT WAS P.HOTOGRAPBED BY !'toiO CIJnLIAN TECHNICIANS WHO USED 

SPECIAL EQUIPME.i'f!' TO TRACK Al"''D RECORD IT. UNOFFICIAL SOURCES SAID 

THZ OBJECT APPEARED CIRCULAR AND GLINTED BRIGHTLY :U"i THE MOfu~G 

SUN W.riEN OBSERVED LAST FRIDAY. HOWEVER, nrrELLICENCE OFFICEBS AT 

E:wiARDS BASE, A HUSH- liUSH AIR FOFCE TEST CEJ\"TER, WOULD SAY ALMOST 

NOTHING OF TIDS INCIDENT. AN AIR FORCE SPOKESMAN . CONFIRMED THAT 

EIUARDS BASE WAS STUDYING 'l'HE PHOTCGRA..."DHS Ai'ID ~-TOULD FORWARD 'l'RRM 

l 

r 
! SPRllfGS 1 COLORADO 1 FOR FURTHER CHECKING • 
e '"( '_,.,. • ..... .., 1\ r I~·":~. . .• . ..... . . . , ,, "'" ... rjl '" , "'7 L3 l v •. ~.·· r,•., ! ,, -• , ,, ..,. • 
2 • ' • • I . 'j . . .. .. . . . 
1::. • • • • ct .. -- ,. , - • • • • • \ ' t -.... 1f .__., . .. . .._, , 

, ['.\.,..;._~ j_; ~~ ~·-~.; J . 0 ·-·- ------------------·-------------~~ 

'1'0 THE CO:N"T:CTE1-iTAL AIR DEFENSE COMMAND EEA.t:X(U~'ttEI~S AT COLO.RA.OO 

UNQUO'rE . 

- ..!'!; y t.r0(.11_ . . . .. . • ¥ 

AFODl-4E4 ' i 
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t ' ' Capt~in, USAF l 
i t 1_ : 7 l ~ . .;sistant Adjutant j ' • 
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SECURITY CI.A5SIFICATIOW < · • .. 
JOINT MESSAGEFORM- CONTINUATION SHifT 
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fROMr . -
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COMDR ATIC 

ALSO 1 EXCERP.r FROM L.A. TD-1ES 1 SA!\1E DATE , ST.A TE S 11 PHOTOS 'WERE 

DISPATCHED D1MEDIAT.ELY11 TO THIS CENTER. 

HO~-TEVER1 NA'ITER NOW OF SO~~tE CONCERl'i IN Vll!:W OF QUERIES REGARDDJG 

I r;c WENT 1 PARTICULARLY FROM AN lJ.LlOFFICIAL ''UFO RESEAreH 
J) -~- . / 
"\:.(2 i;.:: f & cttf 

IIEMA1IDING AJ."i5"WEliS 1 FACTS AND PHO'IOS FROM AIR FORCE. · BB5Il&~ 1 

DG:C'9 FR~ PJ.tBI.IC lNPOM>h\'PI~ P..ND IN'l"Ef.I:..:tGENCE s:rttlf.9PelN~TO GET . 
• 

\. ' • 

E,lgJ'AC~S BS'OFIB .ANY STA'I:!f~~ MADE.® ~IeTJ SDffii=:U:- IS-Ktfewtl 

·-TilBGH OfGimlrm~IOns=m>VE . 'GIUN A±!!_~Q£C~ Sill-IE Affl:S~P-tmLiCI1?Y'"' 

s~~ 

DESIRA3LE THAT ACTION BE INITIA'i'ED TO DETERMINE 'l'F..E FOLLO"tiiNG 

1. 'WE.RS BALLOONS RELEASE:D DURING THE PERIOD OF SIGh"TING 1 IF 1 

AS AI.I.'EGED1 PHOTOS STUDIED BY YOUR SPECIALISTS, WHAT WERE YOUR F~,...,.~ ~ 

OPiniONS, OR CONCLUSIONS7 

2. WE-'1\S CIVILIAl.,S TAKING 'l'BE! PHOTOS INSIDE OR OUTSIDE BASE 

AREA, AF EMPT.....OYE!ES WORKDIG ON PROJECT INVOLVING TRACKn;Q AIRCRAFT, 

P'BIVATE cr.rrz:;<:NS NOT CONNEC'l'ED WITH YOUR BASE? 

3 • \-TEll AIRCRAFT IN THE l!.t:{EA 1 

4. ANY CY1'.S:Z3 DATA THAT MAY PROVIDE FL~\f CO~CLUSIONS . 

IF I NFOPM:li'ION AND PHOTOS HAVE BE:EN SUBMITtl!!D 1 STILL REQUEST 

SID.l"-f&'qY OF PE~TrnENT DlFORNATION REGARDI NG THIS INCIDENT 1 PENDING 

RECEIFT OF FULL DETAILS. · , . • 

• • 
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REQUEST CHECK OF RECORDS TO ~-rERMINE IF l iliY UNKNOWN OBJECTS 

SilOWN ON YOUB RADAR BE~~ 0700 TO 0830 HOURS, 2 MAY 1957 AND 
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TRAVELLING \Q1ST TO EAST IN DL~CTIO!i 1 OB OVER EI1t-IARDS AFB. ALSO 
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IF AIRCRA.FT" _OR OTHER KNOWN RETURNS IN AIR AT THAT TD-iE, AllD GENERAL 

DIRECTION A.1\ffi SPEED. D-lMEDIATB ANSW"Ea DESIRABLE. 
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SUBJECT; D~ tailed Analysis of Edwards .AF Base UFO Si e;htit\g - 2 .fv'.ay 57 

f. Further factual data to support hypothes i s that obje ct ws ~; ba lloon : 

(1) Reference balloon l aun.ching sita and observers' loca tion Giv·en 
in UFO r eport. Tbase t\vO points are approJ: i ma t e ly 20 ,000 ya r d.'9 
apart. It is significant to note tha t t he observers were 
almost dua ea s t and slightly south of the ba lloon launching 
si ta (sae sketch. inclosure #4 ). 

( 2) R::!ference winds aloft in UFO r eport., The pr·e va iling tdu~ a t 
that time were b.lowing sl.!l!. east. 

{3) Psference paragraph l a (2), azimuths of first s i ghting. If a 
time-track of t he balloon released, dt!e east, i s plot ·~ed frcm 
t he weathar ~tation to and east of observers' l ocation at the 
t:iiD3 given in the m·o r eport (which states the observers first 
aaw the object at due north) the object would have passed 
exactly due north of t heir locati on ( s ae sketch, inclosure #4 ). 

(4 ) R~ference par agraph la(ll)( d) of UFO report. Object traveled 
in easterly direction at all times. It appeared to stand st;. ll• 
change shape and pulsate. Thaaa are the t~,:pical char acteristics 
of balloons, and oupported by hundreds of UFO r e ports found to 
ba balloons. 

g~ At lOJO hours, 24 ~~y 1957, M/Sgt O. D. Hill, NCOIC, Aer ial Phenomena 
Group , c ontscta d De t a chment /f.21 ,. 4th 1·re:~ther Group, Ed~¥ards iU'B, r e g!irding further 
details o n the balloon aspects of the case. In ccnversa tions with ~hjor ~ininger, 
the follo~ing were disclosed: 

(1) The balloon released at 0740 on tha t date measures approximataly 
6 t o 7 f ee t at l aunching , and can expand to 70 t o 90 f'oat at 
60e000 f eet. 

( 2) Najor Winingsr stated t hat the alleged UFO was obvioualy thia 
balloon. 

(3) Further, Major ';Tinioger stated t hat t~ia information was given 
t o the Information Services Officer of Edwards AFB. (M/Sgt 
Hill's r epor t i s attached as inclosure #5) . 

h. 
porte d that 

0!' significance is the fact t hat the r adar unit for that l ocality re ­
t.i:~re '.t~as no unidentified ob j ect in the air at t ha t tires . 

3. ~~~lYs,io, of .. Theodol i te Photow:ra ohs of UFO: Based on a study and anal ys is 
of t ha series of theodolite photographs submit ted t o this ~nter. the foll owi ng 
are cons i dered ccmments per·tinent to tha incident: 

a" 
about 150 to 
pho tographad 
width or the 

In the UFO questionnaire, both observers repor t that the object was 
175 f eet in dia~ter. Yet the object on t hg photographs, a fter being 
and t he photo enlarged 7 diameters, was scarc9!y lar~r tha n t he 
cross hairs .. 
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BALLOON Cl!ZCK ON EDHARDS AFB CASE 

• 

As per t e l ephone conversa tion id tb Major Hini nger , Dctacbnent 21 , 

4th '.feathc:r Group , Edw~~ds AFB , California. 

~{:'J. ~jor 17i ninger i s aware of' the f a c ts o:r this case a nd he s tated, 

(quote ) "On the morning of 2 i,;_ay 195'7 , 7: 40 PDT they rel eaned a 

Rai.ti:nsonde balloon which a.t r e l eas e measu1·~ 8oa.:;t; ':"'am.s 6}:- 5 to 6 feet~ 

in diameter, ,.,hich r eaches a t di ameter of '75 to 90 ft . at 60 , 000 ft . 

altitude ~' 1~.ajor Wi ni nger al3o stated th . .-'\.t t h i s sighting is quite 

obvioual y the bal loon they relc~sed . This i nformation w~s given to 

thP. information of fic er at Edi·rards AFB . 
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SURJZCr: Detailed Analysis of Ed·.-~ards AF Base UFO 0ighting - 2 1Jhy 57 

objac ~ 
,.. ' rv 
V.-•.J • 

b. 
that 

It i s difficult to underata nd why it was 
was in s i ght f or a1mo~ t 30 L'linute3• after 

de cided to photogt'aph an 
it \vaa o mer3 Dpeck in the 

c. Bot h o boerv9rs state o b ,je ct 5.000 feet away when fl.rs t seen . and 
npgroxi!:la t e l.y 60 miles away \.;hen 1 ':.!st s een . .A. photo ana l yais ba sed on tha ima ge 
al::es on ·~ a :;, photos , kn01vo magnifications . focal l engt hs of lenses. aud other 
C.Uta , l.li3ing standard optical formulas and equations f or distancea up t o 60 miles 
show that a~ object muat be a min tmum of 92 fe e t in di ameter to be seen even as 
a spe ck a t a 60 mila diatanca, a ssuming i d9al atmoaph.aric conditions a nd th~ 
ability of t he lens to resolv~ t he imaB9 o 

d. Using a more re alis tic distance. 9 to 12 miles , the obj~c t would J:.aed 
b~ a minimum of 5 to 7 feet in diameter. This correlates with the diama tar of tha 
ball ooa actually released. ( Analy3ia of the t heodol:i te photography is atta che d; 
s ee inclosure #6). 

e p It should ~ notod tha t practica lly half of thd image ej.zes are .013 
of. a foot a t their lon~est dimension. Pl ott ing a number of points a l ong the .Cl3 

ba: - • 

1 ine • from 60 dm·tn to 6 miles • indica t9 s that the mininmm objec t size discernible , 
r angea fr o::n approximately 80 feat t o 6 fee t. This cor r e l a t es well with the data 
e;i ve.u this Center by the 4tb. ltif~athar Group a t Edwar d.s AFB. Soe paragraph 2f(J) 
above. 

f. A study of 25 c ons ecutive enlargements raveal that the tiny white 
obje~t alternately cha nge a from elliptical ( described a s a disc by observers ) to 
round in shape ~ No clear feat urea ara discernible. Ths changing shapas ure gen­
er ally similaJ.~ to photogra phs taken of balloons over des-:,r t or bright dayli.£}lt 
areas . It should oo no·ted that the sun was due east at this time and no·c too f'ar 
above ·the horizon . The effects of specular r e flect ion of light on roundad s urfaces 
is \·lt3ll known. \'leird and unusual appearances can be created. 

4. Corr.mants Hagar_ding ~urcea : 
0 

on the source in auy UFO nnalyais or 
Consistent with tha princ i ples of c~euting 

c onclus ions, tr.a following points are considdr ed 
pertinent: 

• 

a. Inconsistencies 

, 1 ) \ - In their personal r eport a s given in the t70 questionnaire • both 
obaarvers s tate tte object was a t a bearing ( a~Unuth) of 15 
,ge g:r:eef! t4hen first s ean , an d when it diGappeared. 

( 2) The U:F'O r eport from Edtiards AFB quotes the obo:>ervers as saying 
t hat they firat obs erved t he ob~ct. at dua nort h , (0 degr ee3 
azimuth) and thaJc when it disappeared, it \vas a l eo a t d.ua north. 
All points have br3en r esolved sat i sfactorily, exce pt the l a.s ·t 0 

in which both observers state ( in t heir que stionnaire ) t~at t he 
object disappear~d to the e ast. 

{3) In both the officia l m'O r e port and tbeir que stion.:laire , they 
st3ted that the obje ct was the s i ze at a baake tball held a t a1~ 
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