
• 

•• 

1. OATE 

9 \ l a r c h 19 5 7 

Local-----------------------
GM 0~/0500-0830Z 

PROJECT 10073 RE.CORD CARD 

• • • 2. LOCATION 

3 5 0 mi NE J acksonv i lle 
Georgia , N.C., S . C . 
.&. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

&Xirouncf. Visual 

--L• AI.- Visual 

C Grounci·Rador 

12. CONCLUSIONS 

c Was Balloon 
c P robob•y Balloon 
c Possibly Balloon 

0 Was Aircraft 
a Probably Alrcroft 
0 Po u l bl y AI rcroh 

. • SOURCE III .X Was Astronomical 
0 'I'•• 0 Probably Astronomical 

5. PHOTOS 

l!I.:Jio c i v 1 1 ian & M J.l it ary 0 Pouibly 'Astronomical 

~~------------------------------~------------------~-----------------1 1. LENGTH O,.OISIIIVATION I. NUNBER Of' OBJECTS 9. COURSE 0 Other·----------- - -
• 0 Insuffi cient Ocrta for Eva luati on 

~~ c an ds to 3 mi nuL e s one NE 
0 Un&cnown 

10. BAIEJI SUMWAIIY 0, SIGHTING 

• 

All c ases had character isti c s o f fli gh 
frotil t he S\V to the NE . Durat ions varie 
frotn sec onds t o as lonJ as 3 minutes. 
Co lur was p r ed ominanLl y green . Ex teo s i 
i ~ve st i gat ion . See ca s a fil e . (A ll 
I z· o ~ period ot 0 500Z t o th 
c asd a t 083 J Z we r e g r ouped in 
i ile . ) 

ATJC I'OJUf 129 (R&V l6 SltP 52) 

11. COMMENTS 

• 

cas e a nd multi p l e 
sfghtiog s f rom Georg i a , South 
Caro l i na a~d Nor th Ca r olin a 

ejduri ng tffe~ ·1 .qpt d pe riod asc r1 bed 
s t o o ne or more meteors. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 
I 
• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
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If. fORM 112...,.PART II Vncla~si£;i,.'3d 
(CLASSIFICATION) 

. N f ROVED 1 JUNE 1~ . 

• 

I 
' • 

, 
• 

• • 

-

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
.FROM (,tgrn'' ' Hq Ninth Air Fore~ , 

Directorate of Intelli~~nce, 
Shaw .AFB~ s. c. 

RE?ORT NO. 

PAGE l OF PACES 

• 

• 

• 

SUBJECT: Unidantifi~d Flying Ob,ject 

TO: Dire\!tor oi" Int.ellit;;ence 

• 

tr "" .~. --8 • 'r.\ ·~~ '1u.qu.lr •.·dt"'3 ... *0 
-- • • ..~. "' _, D C' uasn.:L:lg von 4.) , • , • 

1. De.:~cription : 

I ' ':':\ ~a) 1!-:_ery ·oall :lith tail • 

(b) Basketball ( Incl #1) , 6 - a• in diameter ( Incls # 3 ~ 4) 

• 

wite 
(c) Yellowish-green ( Iacl Ill), Green ( Incl #2) 1 bluish-green ( Incl 13), 

(Incl #4) 

(d) <Ale 

(e) N/A. 

(!'). AfPared. to be a 
of jet ta11 pi~ ( /1.) • 

• 

• 
solid f'ire bal) as opposad to vapor at ~ce 

(g)' SolJcf. appearing tail \rl.th. a 1.Ewgth. l5 to 20 times tbe diameter · 
ot the ftire ·bll am a ld.dtll. 2/3 the tat the bnl?-. ( Incl //1). 

•. ., .. 
h.) ~ . . - ~'~t . '" .. ~-· .. . • ·-."' ); 

• 

(1) Oltl~ -~, 
and biJIUB on~-.:. I · ...::· . - ~ ' 

. ..,. .. . 
2. Descrfp1Li.• .r ... Oil •b4-*'• 

• 

• • 

• 

-• 
• 

• 
• • &1 

- -,, ' 

.... .. . 
(a) Br~l.lSRDCe af '~ct ccabc' ·hto ·line of v1.•ica9 . . ~ ' ..... : . . .. . ~ ..... 

(b) At ftfght l.eftl •" 2 o • clodr peat ~r: to <i::. Pt. !P 

10 t o 1$ dagt•ee amPe .t ~ewrt:!au, <ba4 .oath ot 
~ . 

.. . • • • 

(Incl8·l. ~ 2). 
13 aDd lt). 

(e) S to 10 ot· ele•aU.-at 12 o' clodr poai t1GD to ~ 

• 

• 

craft (Incla #1 and 2), 10 to­
{Incu ) • 4). angJ • at, ~tt.om• aootheut. at potd ticm 

• f 

. ' . ·;,. 
• • ~ f • 

(d) Very atigb~ &IIIJla ot clildt at~:-~ airc:ra.tt em a strat'" 
(IDcla 11 awl 2)J ir:t.J'•ipt, aDd letcl. n•p:i (Inal.• 13 ~nd 4). -course 

• 

• 
• -

• 

- • • 
• 'T' 

,:') 
• 

~ 

• 

(e) Objad d1saPJAared vhile in plain sight in the 
• .. -.-

116-ht bulb is put out. !II&Diler •• a 

. (f) 10 - 15 seeond8'f ( Dwls 11 and 2) t 5 - 6 seeond { Incls 13 aud J,). 

.). Manner o! obaervatiOiir- • • 

(s.) llir-viscl (!nels #'! and 2) J Jrou.nd-rlsu.al (Incla #3 and 4). 

• 
I 

I 
• • 

• 

• 

NOi!. THIS C.GCU \It:~H CONTAINS INFOR"ATION ..\FFECTING THE N..\TION..\L OEF'ENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. 50 U. S. C.-
3• ·\NO 12 • ..\S MIEND£0. ITS TRAtlSM ISSION OR THE REVEUTION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
lT •.p I t1CT RE REPROOIJCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRE:tlOR OJf 
1:-<1 EL:.. ... ~:::ICE. USAF. 

• 

·tClASSIFICATIONJ 111--~T0>-1 •· .. •••aaJIIft _.,.. .. a; • 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 

• 

• 

I 

• 
I 
I 
I 
• 
I 

I 

l 

• 

l 
1 
• 
t 

• 

. _ .., .. ...._...., 
• 

• 

• 



I. 

( 

- ,_.JI.J. ~-·· • - --

• • 
• 

F O R ~t CAS,-,58 
l, i - :4 -lldl • 

• CI VI L AERONAUTICS BOARD 
SAFETY BUR EAU 

FORM APPROVE D 
BUDGET 8l1REA U NO. 39 - R0 19 

• 

PASSENGER STATEMEHT RE AIRCR FT ACCID~ T 

• 

3 I 0 W. SOt h St. 

Nzw York 24 1 N. Y. 

• 

-

• • 

Civil A'e ronautics Boud 
P. 0. Box 931 
Miami International Airport 
ML~m i 48, Florida 

Ap c I I I 6 , I 9 51 

• 

-

• 

Dear.~----~--~S~I~r~:~------------------- -

_______ ....JP:::...cA~•NuA:~...._____________________ records ind 1 ca ted that you were a passenger 

ab oarrl a p .M'UA Do" g I as or: -6A a I r c r a f t . , _-~.,;l'~l6~2~6:..::0C::.::... ____ _ , Flight 25 7 ftOin 

• 
-~f'-~1 «~·••......;Y'""o~r~kl--- , N • Y • , to __.S.r....~.~a.J.JnL--.a.:J uw...liilaun..__ __ , ___ P~.-~eL.......R~·'------ , tha t 

eva s I vc a e·t Jon • 
was involved in ary' acc.iden t on 3 -Q -51 , at approx 4:30 A\\ • 

·The Civil Aeronautics Board is c onducting an investi,l'~atlon of this accident, and 1t 'Ifil l be 

appreciated if you will submit' a wri tten statement on the back or this let t er to includ e the 
Whcthc~ or not . vou observed aft unidentified flying object 

r ollowing: (1)- .., • ..._......... ~ll".S)XIJI!Wl¥1.-c M:I~·.J,X~~XlJtJ!~tMI6U 
· (~). Col·or, direction o~ movement #and h_ow tong In sJ ght tf obs~rved 
~~·~~·~XDd»-JlX<IOI'X'! ·--~JaJJ a) any occurrences while on board whieh Jftight- have appeared 

• ... - .(.;'3 

- .,· .... - r. - • • • ..... .... .. ·- • ... .. - ~ - ,...... ..1 ~.. # 

unusual to you, prior to and during the aceident, <I> the wctth~r cottd1tJo"s · , 
Any other lnlormatlon that might be helpful In dct~rmfn1ng the 

I)) ldsentlty of the obJect • 

The Civil Aer-onautics Board, a Federal a~ency, is charged by an act or Congress with the 

investigation or accidents involving civil aircraft and your statement· is necessary in ordel" 

tha t the Board mi~ht have the benefit of your observations in conducting the investigation • 

A Government postage-free envelope, addressed to the appropriate regional offi ce o f the 

Civ il Aeronautics Board, is e nclosed for convenience· in returnin~ your statement. 

/s/ C . S . Col l ar 

~· ... 

~~ lCf~ ~¥~ J,.J S.\FET Y 

C. 5. Co I I d r 1 

BURUU , C I VIL AEROIUUTI CS BOHO 

l nvestl 1ato r-1n-cnar qc 

(Uae reve r se • ide fo r •ta tement ) 

' . 

• 

·--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

• • 

• 

I 

• 



• 

• . ' 

r-----~·--------------------------~~ ' -·------------------------------~ 
F 0 R ~o~ C4'6-~58 

, 1;-. >- llSJ 
C I I' l l AERO~AUT ICS BOARD 

5 AFETY BUR EA U 

F O R.lt A P P NO V ED 
BUDO£T B UREAU NO. 39- 110!9 

' 

i 

• 

PASSENGER STATEMENT RE AIRCR~~J~ ·~c~IO~~T 
. ... .. '·" :I 

• • • t' ,-( I 'l "•. -,. ,.~l.C" n~- . ...JI 
- • - • J.o L c"IU( g ~ ..... . . . - • 

• 

lx'lr s. MaurIe£ S. Jacobs Ap r I I I 6 • l Q 5 2 

1831 D2Lancev Place • 

Dear~--~M~a~dua~mwu:~-------------------------------

' • 

records indicated th~t you were a p~~sen~er . 

aboard a PAWA Oau q I as OC-6A a J r craft ., __ NL.:.I.l.6Uii2i..loO.u0CoA.L---- , Flight ? 51 f'rom 

New York , N. Y. , , to Sao Juan , ---.-J:P:......__,a~.------ , tha t 
evasive action 

was tnvolverl in an/accident on ' 3-9-57 , at -...Jda.;.lf"4-P;&...r~ouxL...e-. ..:4~:...:l3u..O~M.o.Ju.·i _________ _ • 
• 

• 

The Civil Aeronautics Board is conrlueting an investigation of this accident, and it will be 

• 

appreciated if you will subm1 t a writ ten s taternent on the back or this le t ter to include the 

Whether o,. not you obscr.vcd an ualdcntlfled flying ob}cc.t 
roll owing: (1) ..... ,. ••••-·I«UUMa•ll4t•~ X l(a• X!JI& • ._ •«-aratacltx iat xl»a•~•••• 
(2) Colo,.~ dlr~ctloA of movement •nd bow long In tight If oba~rvcd 

.. It •• • • .. • 

~.Jitx ·~ IIJeXbdli..,JIXOd'lllt- ·-~-.,. (a any occurrences while· on· board which might- have appeared 

. .. ·~·· ... . . - .. . -
unus ua l · to you, prior to and duPing the accident, 

An y o t h ~ r 1 n f o rm a t i . on t h • t m I g h t 
<5> I d • n t 1 t 'I of t b • o b J e c t • 

• .. . • • 
($ tAc wc1tbcr co~dlttont , 
be h~lpful In determining the 

The Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federa·l agency, is charged by an act or Congress with the 

invest igation of accidents involving civil airc.,.art and your statement is necessary in order 

that the Board might have the· benefit of your obser-vations in conducting the 1nvest1~ation. 

A Government postage-free envelo~, addressed to the appropriate J"egional· office or the 

Civ il Aeronautics Board, i s enclosed f'or conve nience in returning your s t &temP.nt. 

• 

• 

• /s/ C . S. Co llar 
• 

XX IXK.X•••• SAFETY 

C . S. Collar, 

( 114 rcve r~e :. ld-: fo r • t •tement) 

BURE AU , C!VIL AER OIU UTICS BOARD 

I n v e s r I q a~ or-In -ch arge . 

' ·"'J.I -. " 

• • 

' • 

• 

•• 

l r 

• 

• 

• 

' 

' I 

• 

I 

' 

I 



I 

• • • 
• • 

• 
• . 

Aa c I t 2 4 , I 9 5 7 0 

DU E 

I "LdS a pd $ S~nge r on th e plaoe de scri b e d o n t h e r everse s i d ~ ,. 

! d t d n o ~ o b s '? r v e a n 11 n i c1 e '1 t i f I e d f I '-1 ! a g o h j e c t- a £ t e r t h "' 

rzv3Si"e a.::ot i oa r e f e rred to o n t h e r e ve r s cz s i de . 

T b e •·t.z a t be r w ·,J s c I e a r • I was a slzep "~bz n t l:e pt l o t took. the 

s:vas r ve acti on ,. ·.vh tch I \ IJ a s I are r in f o rm ed cons ist zd of z o om f n g u ':) w a r d s 
•• • 

! 1NJ S awaken~ d when my head st ru ck the b a qq a ge rack a b o ve my s e at 

( cau s ed J un de rstan d by t he fac t ~ h at t he p ll o t l evelzd off t o o 

a bru ptly aft~r _ zoom lrig upwards). One engine was conk ed ou t after 
0 . 

• 

a c c r de n t - w he t he r or n o t T t w a s o u t . of c omm T s s l o n be f or e t he a c c J de n t , 
. . . • 

I d o not know. 
• • 

I saw no flyi .ng obje_ct.at an y tfme du r ing the f lr qht . 

• • l;. •.• ~ . 

-- - ... 

~ • - ~-c. ·' .., • • ..... !.. "'"" 1' ~t •• 
' • ' I~ # •I ,. . .. . ~ .. ' . 

.. • Y! . , .... "' "'' • .... • J . ·- ·-·- ... -~-- .. 

• 
0 \ 

• 

. . 

~-- •.· . ._.: .. . ' . 
. ' 

• • •• 

• . ~ 
• 

• .. . • 
' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------. 

• 

SI&!IATOII£ 

• 

• 

I 
. t 

I 
I 

• 

-



\ 
• . . • 

/ ' • I 

' • 
• C·JVIL AERO NAUTICS BOARD FOR Jf APPROVE D 

SAFETY BUREAU BUDGET BUREA U t:o. 3?·RO l9 .... 
PASSEHGER STATE~EHT RE A I ~£a.AV~: }1~:~:~1 n . ...t 

• 

c 
... . .... 
. · R ' IJ.31 

• • • 
• '- .1 -. c16nn 1 .;urpor( ... 

·3 ; . ... .: ! ""' , .. ,_ . ,, 

Mr. Maurie~ S. Jacobs Ap r I I 16 , I 9 5 7 I 

1831 D~lane~y Place • 

~blladelphla 3. Pa. 

Dear·------~S~I~r~:~------------------------
• 

• • 

--------LP~A~\~~LAL-------------------------------- records indicated that you were a p~~sen~er 

a boa rri aP. A''JJA p ou q I a s DC -6A a 1 r c: t a f t · . , ...:N:...=6~:.::2::.;6=0C:=-____ _ , Flight 25 7 from 

• • 

Nl 'Al York , N. Y. , to 
evasive ac.tlon. 

was i nvolved in a/. eeeident on 3-9-57 t app rox. 4:30 AM • ' 4 -....:::.C:_:J_::....:...::...:::...:~...:..:~=-....:.....::..:.:... ________ _ • • 

• 

The Civil Aero:1a:utics Board· 1s conducting an invet~~ti~ation of this ac cident, and 1t Ifill be 

- . . • 
appreciated if you will sub111it a written statement on the back of this letter · to include the 

Wheth~r or not you observed an unldentlftcd flying cb)cct 
foll owing: (1 ) •tCJ•x•llall'e• ¥01tcllt• .,. • d« &lll~•~tn,llX ~ hbJI• • ._ • .,.~q xOG)& Jt>»Jt«'liYt•• 
{ 2 ) Co t o,. ,. d 1 r ~ c t I o~ o!_ ·~ v T 3 J n ~ .... -~ ~ d h ~ • I on g r n . s 1 g h t I f ~ ~ ~ • . r v c d _ . 
JPiJ0'1t.~ct•lhl*tlO...,..trx ••xctS~J l(C) any occurrences while on board which might have appeared 

unusual to you, prior to and durin~ the accident, 45) -.!.t..:h:.:..:C.._..:W:..:C~c)wt~h!!!!l.c...!.r __ ~c~o!:.ln~d...!l~t~· .!..t ..::0:..!-n!...I~--­
A n y o t h c r 1 n f o nn at I on t h at m J g h t b c h c I p f u I I n d c t c r m I n J n g t he 

Sel Identity of thJ object • 

, 

The Civ 11 Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act of Congress with t he 

inves tigation or accidents involving ~ivil aircraft and your statement is necessary in o rder 

that the Board might have the benefit o f your observations in c onducting the 1nv@stigat1on. 

A Government postage-free envelope, addressed to the appropriate regional office of the 

Civil Aeronautics Board, is enclosed for c onvenience tn returnin~ your statement. 

• 

Is I C . S , Co I I d r 
=- - ... 

X ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~#II S A FE T Y 8 U II E AU , C I V I L A E R 0 M AU T I C S 8 0 l II 0 

C • ;::, • Co 1 L~ r 1 I n v e s t 1 q a t o r -1 n -c h a r ge 
• 

( U3 d re v e rse side fo r ~tat~~en t ) 

• 

• 

• 

I 
I 
I 

.I 
I 
I . 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 
.. 

• • 

~ ~ 

, 

• • 

• 

I 
I 
I 

• 

• 



• 

.. 

• • 

• 
•• 

. ' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
' 

., 
. 

; 

Ap r I I 2 4 , I 9 5 7 
0 

UT£ 
I 

-·----...!.f___:w;..:t\~s a passfZnger on t he plane desc rib ed on the re ,H: rse side • 
.. _ 

I did obs~r~~ an uotdenti f ted flying obje ct after the evasive 

0 
. 

• 

a c t t o n r e f e r r e d t o Q n t ·h e r e v e rn s r d e • I t t o ok e d I i k e. a f 1 r e b a I I,, .,.., a s 

travelllo.g No rth and was In s i gb t two or three seconds. Th e wea t he r 

• 

twas asl.zep when tbz pilot 

t c;> ok t be ~ v a.s i v~ act I an :t w hI c b t was I at z r I n f a c mq d c a a s i s ted of . 
• 

• • • 

z com I a g up ward 'j • I \V a.$ a w a k q o e d w he ci m v ·b e a d s t rr' r k t b e b a g g a g ~ 

r a ck abo v tl m ¥ 1$ tl a t ( c au s e d ! u n de r s t 3 a d b v t be f d r t t b a t t be p i I c t 

- • • . 
ccaktld cut . aft:qr tb~ accidG:nt- wb2tber or not it was otd o f c ortmiss!o'"l.n 

b-:forc . . . 

' I • • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

the accidtznt, 

• • • • • 

.~ ••I ' l 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

. ,. 
.. • ,"J 

' • 

. . 
~ 

. ~ . 

.. f ~ • 

• 

t 
. ' . 
do n oi ~now. 

• 

• • • 
• • 

• ,. 1 t 

I • ' • 

• ,T[.T • 
• ... ~ ~' I 

• • • . 

. . 

• • 

... •• .. !~ , . • ' . . ,. . . .. .... -· ., • ,,,."'":. .. 1.-1 .. 
• .. • .. • J -

- • • • -· .. :& t ~ ' ., . . - .. ..~.- \ 
I - II. ')..,~ J • • 

... • . 
• • 

' • • ... • • ('.! ,... • .... .. • 

• 

• • I • 

• • • • • • • 

• 
• • 

. ' 

• 

• 

• 

. . ·----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
• 

' • • • 

• • 

/ S / [\ ' r) \' ( j ((! ·s 3 J a C ('; b 5 1 \ 1 ') • 

SIGIU TUH 

• 

I 

. . 
• 

• 
• 



• • 

.. 

• 

. . 

• 

fOR M CAG-458 
I J - .: 1.! - USJ 

• 
C I VIL AE.RONAUT I CS ·BOARD 

SAFETY BUREA U 
FOH,If APPHOVED 

BUDGET BllREAU .'10 . J 9- R019 

. . 

• 

' 
PASSENGER STATEMENT RE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 

~d"~~o~~a~e7~--------------------------~ 

Civil Jl.eronautics hrd ' 

P. 0 . Box 9 31 
1-Hamj .I o tenJ a f.:g~ a, 11 • • 

cw n-:_:1 :aJ1Ctlp0} L 

Miami 48, Florida 
; t.J I s s C a rm ~ n P a g an Ap r I I I 6, I Q 5 7 

Calle Barbosa No .. 31 

Cabo .RaJa, P.R. • 

D~ar. ________ M~~~d~a~m~:~------------------- ' 

• .. 
• 

------------~P~A~~uA~------------------------- records indicated that you were a passenger 

• 
atioarri a PAW/A OotJg I as OC-6A til r c~.: t ., ~N;¥16..,.2""6~oc ....... ____ , Flight 251 f'ro'" 

. New Ygrk , N. Y. , to 
evasive action 

S an J u a n , __ _:..,.P._~ • .__..:.:R~,.__ _____ , that 

-
was lnvol~ed in an/aeeident on 3 -9•5 7 

• • 

, at _ _.l}...,p""p~r O:..a.X__;;4~-:;r...;3,Q~:...:A:....ewM:.:..~e.__ ____ •• 

The Civil Aeronauties Board is condw:ting an investi~ation of this accident, and it fl'ill be 

. . . . ~ 

. appreeJated it you wtll subait. a Wl"itten stateiiiBnt on the back of this letter · to · include the 

· • Wba~~r o,. 11o'f··~vou observed aft. unrdcnt.fftcd flying object 
followilll: (1) ... ..._... JPC • xJ(UcMMlMkiX•~.W~x*~xlW'j~a\cL~x 

.. C21 Caf~r.,. d'r._•~-'lo~r- ~( .. ~~ve~J~cnt __ ~!'d. JlC?w __ ,toflg l~ 1lght IF o~serYcd : · *tladiJ••••• .. •x-•• .<3> any occurrences while- on board whieh ~atght h&ve appeared . • 
• 

• 
• . - ... .. . . . .• . . . ,. 

unusual to you, pr:lor to and during the accident, <at -•t~b~Ci--•W1.4C5--•-.+t~b~c~r---~clirlliiilo"f'AHd,......l."'t~l...,ow-AAHit----- • 
• . Any ot~cr lnfor•atloft that mfght be ~clpful fn dctcrmln1nj the 

<I I dent J tv of · t he . cb J • c t • · · 
. . . 

The Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act of Congress with the 

·· ·1nveet1gat1on or aeetdents involving civil a1rcraf't and your statement 1s necessary in order 

that the ·Board might ·have the benerit of' your observations in conducti.ng the 1nves t tgation. 
• • 

A Go'tenunent postage-free envelope, addressed to the appropriate regional o'ffiee of t he 

· · Civil Aer011Wtics Board, 1s enclosed f'or c onvenience in returning your statement • 

• 

• • • • • 

• 

/s/ C. S . Co t ldr 

cJ ~ 1C,X ~~ ,\J S AFETY 

C. S. Coll a r, 

(U~e rever~e ~i de f o r 3ta t ement ) 

• • 

BUR EAU. CIV IL A ER O ~A V T I C S 80ARO 
Jn ve st l ~ ~ ~ o r-ln-c h ~r g ~ 

• • . .. . 

I 
J 

.. ... 
• 

'. • ,, 0 

• 

.. 

, 
1 

• 

I 

1 
1 
I 



• 

-• 
' • 

• 
I • • 

• 

. 29 de abrf r de 195 7 
• 

Pu es dentro de l ./ 
dvl on fue g u t you p~de 

DATE ; 

., i! r I o Q u e p'a s o 
' 

:)e r o fuera de 'l l / 
avt on no puedo dec fr nad a p ues 

,/ 

no vi nad a. 
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De ntro 
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'
.,- dl a v en s u ce c l o sigu i cn Le :-que at p i l o t o v c;arra r~ra oo p ud le roo 

n f . n ~1 u n a n u n c t o p a r a q u e n o s a b r o c h a r am o s I o s ·C i n t u r on e s 'L a I r e c I b r r 

e I ~ mp a c t o de I - a v t on . p u e s t o ~ o e I m tJ n do s e s a f I o d ~ s u s a s I e n t o s y 

/ 
caiJeron ol sve lo y s e pwie dec lr c;;u e oadle sallo Jlsrso v q11e t ados loi 

safvc}yl das 
. / 

y dem as pagvetes Que I ban den toro de I ./ 
a v i o n v.o l a b am p a r e I 

tire deotrQ de l 
/ ./ 

avJQn y calao e oclma de I o s pas a J e ros • P ar SIIQIIIZS ~a 

YO ¥ mf 
,.,1 

nl'oo n o s ag o lpla mas bast ·ante. 
/ / 

La untr.:a ipform aclao Qll? t"'dmos 
/ . . / 

·dS::s Ques del acc;fdente dl'chQ per una d~ las camac~ras fu~ d~ q,_.~ lbi~05 
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• 

CIVIL AERONAUT ICS BOARD FO RM APPROVED 
BUDGET BUREAU ~0 . 39 - R0 19 

• 

SA FETY BUR H U 

• • 
< PASSEMGER STATEMENT RE AI~~RAFT ~C~~DENT 

- .. . . --- . 

• . ' • '<" J ' ' • _...,.., ..;J.. 

~1r. Rafael Torres Apr: I I I 6, J 9 57 

C a·l I c A eo s t " .. - 3 B 
• 

Manatl, Puerto Rteo 
• 

Dear.~ ___ S_._J_r __ : ________________________ __ 

• 

__ • ______ P;_;_A;_~....;.A_;_ ____________________ records 1nd1 ca ted that you were a pa.."senge r 

aboa.rrt a PAVIA Douglas DC-6A aircraft 
' 

N6260C ' Flight 257 f'rom 

New York N. Y. 
' 

, 
evasive actloft 

to San Juan 
' 

p. R, 
' 

that 

. •as involved in arl aceJd·ent on 3-9-57 
• I s ' 

at ~gg [ gl• ~iJQ 8. M. $ I • • 

. 
· . Tbe· Clv-U Aeronaut.ies Board 1&· conducting an 1nvesti~ation of this ac c 1dent, and it will b e 

... . i 1 "'- • • • • 

&"pytreciated if' ··you_ will sobalt a written st~tetaent on the back of' tMs letter to. include the· 

Whet)a•r or· ta,ot you .obacr-.cd ""· vnld.,Btfffcd flying obJect 
follow lJJS~ (1) · ••••ld•IDJIIXa!ll« &•• all"aac .. .,. X t&?S ••~ ~ ,.,..,..,W• x<a~ i>JtWi )fl •• .-
t2t Co·to.r~. ctl .~~~lott .. 9r .. ~ovcmeftt __ .and how .lo"'g· ln sigh.t Jt· obierv•d .. 
M1~U' • U¥ .. t ' 31> any occurrences while on board which might have awea.red .. 

tmuaual to )'OUt prior to and during the accident, ~) the Wf' at be r coD d It I OD I , 
Any other lftform1tfon that might be helpful In d~termlnlng the 

&n ldtntrtv or the obJect. . . 
• 

. The Civil ~ronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act of Congress with the 
• 

lnvestigation of" accidents involving civil aircraft a nd· your sta t ement is necessary in or der 
• 

t hat the Board might have the benefit of your observations in c onducting the i nves tiga tion. 

A Go.ernNnt p~tage-rree envelope, addressed to the appropriate regional o.ff'tce o f the 

Civil A&ronaut1cs Board, is enclosed tor convenience in returnin~ your statement • 

. . . . • • 

• 

lsi C. S . Co ll ar .- . 
BU REAU. CIV I L A ERO~AUTICS 80 l RO 

. . ... 
• • ~ • • --~ 

J;._ af)C ~~.II S.lF ET Y 

C. 5. Coll ar , I n ve :-d i 0 ~+o r --:J n -c ha r a e 
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that I was t ak ~ n out of rnv s~at • 
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and 
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Apr I J 29 ~ . 1257 
DATE 
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t ld 0 g I r cZ rc em b er 

I .... d s b I t top of 

rr. y h e il d d n d I w ~ s b I e e d I o g f r om my o o s z f o r m a n y d a v s a f .t e. r 
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, 

that. f still b l eed and I g~t awful beadac:be~. f wa s tr:cat-zd 

to vou, abou·t mv condition but as far lli the cJ>:cldent Is 
• . 

c;c~cczrn~d I b cz a r d p e op I ~ · t a I k t p 9 b '-' t l c r d a ' t 
v 

• 
• 

• • /s/ ·Rafae1 Torres 
.. 

l 72 S t • Ao t . 22 • • 
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m~cws :ur vn 
AF FORM 112-PART II 
APPROVED I JUNE 19~ 

(CLASSIFICATION) 

AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
RCPORT 110. 

3 
FROM (.tumcv> q ~nt.h .IJ .,.. ,·orcs ~ 

t1x~ctorate or Int~lligence, 
S.l1aw u""'B, s . c. PAGE 2 OF PAGES -

.. . •• 

(·. ' W ) 

( c ) C- !!7 , .~fl.J.3-lS'lOO , 2~00 .ft i-·J.SL, 060 J~rees, l on rmn 
1 .AS - 21 C r:1p.~ G/S, SJ:-w-;-J A.F'3 

(a) 15 nautical :niles SSE of Oolta.bia, S. c. )3° 44• N· - cOO 55• W 
(Incls I 1 a nd 2). 

{b) Nor thwest extreity of Shaw AFB, S . c. 33° 58 • 00"N - [lQ0 28 • l.?UV 
(~l.s #3 and 4). 

6. Identif;? lng i nf ormati on o.f all observer s: 

(a ) ll/J. .. 

(b~ • • 
\ • • 

• 

• 

• 

-

i 
f 

• 
I 
I 

1 
I 
' 

I 
I 
I 
• 

I 

• 

t 

l 

otr1CJU •p1lo\,f·~ .. - -

• 

. , 

l• lfaJ 
Vet) 

!l.· •r.r reJ table. 

• 7. 

(b) VI ""• aloft 

1 Surface 
• 

2 6000 ' -

3 - 10.,000 
I 

. 

' - . .. .-;---,.... . - ... 

Ria II1JrtJa • , 
• • 

B, Property 

• 

at t1ma .V1fl place. of 

-W - 15 ~ 
(iJ000 1 ) 290° ~0 

1o.ooo 280° 40 

7, 000 29rP )~ 

14, 000 .. 270° .30 

• 

• 

otf1-. - -

.. 
·­-

ot'.tic•, 

obaerva • 

• 

HOlE. TillS DOCU'-1E~T CONT~INS INFOR1.1J\TION AFfECTI NG THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ~CT. 50 U. S. C.-
11 ;. ~!) lZ. \S \ :<IE' IDED. ITS TR~NSM ISS ION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
IT •1; f NOT 9E REPRODUCED IN WHDL£ OR IN PART. BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGE.'tCIES. EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR Of 

11 ELLIG tNCE, uSAF. ' 
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(cl.eR). • . 
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~~ftlttld . I 
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(t!) 15 t..o 20 Sl.ia, {!nels 11 M7l 2)~ no ;:~:Oil• 

(e) t~C) ~loud~ 

• f,.t) n/ii 
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,. .. ~ . 
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ST A T EHE NT .,. .... ________ __ 

On 9 &.r~h 19'51, at 0140 hours EST, I rm.s ~~~Uot in a G-47 aircr:lft 
flying appx·oxi.mately 15 milas S'?Uth ot Coltnnbia., South Carolina, a t 
an altitude ot 2500' on a heoding o£ o60 degrees .Hagnetic. At this time 
I perceived a fiery object about 2 o'clock to L4Y position at an unknown 
range. •rus objact was a fiery ball, ;reen in colo~, with. a mute traiL­
ing taU. It appeared to be cl1mbirlif 011 a course parallel. to ours ar..d. 
at an extz.e rate of apeed. obJect was 1r, sight about 15 seconds and 
was suddenly SDUt!'ed ont, as U a llJsht was tUl'fled of!. 'J!lers were no 
claude 1n the eJq, the i1100ll bad set, wid it was a dark, clear night 
vi t.h excel 1 ent v:181bili t7 • 

• 

• 

, 

• 
~" • ..(.. ~ ... ~ -....- oe,.&..-"'---
W.W.IAH H. Lllml'S 
Hljor, IE•• 
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• S T A T E i.-1 EN T - ... .------~- .... 

Cat the. n1ght of A-9 I~c~ 1 957, Captain Belmont (pil.ot) and Na jor Landia 
(co-pilot) ~ C~47 #43-16100 were flying from England AFB, La. to Shaw 
..&FB, s. c. 'l'he night wa.s made at 9000' and was unevent ful until af t er 
passing Aiken, S. C. At approximately 0125 hours we canc~lled our lill 
flight pl;n and proceeded to make s ltallow let-claw to t he Sha".i radio 
rang• on a headiDg of o60 degrees. At approY.imatel.y' 0140 hours at. an 
altitude of 2500• (position 15 miles S Colunbia, s. c.) air speed 180 
mph incH.cated an 1lllU.Sual. phenomenon appeared otf our right wing at the 
same altitude and fiigh't path. The ohject appeared as a large ball o! 
,-eUovish-green fire with a brilliant tail tdth a l.ength approodmatecy 
lS to 20 t1Mes +.he diameter ot the ball. 'Ihe object appeared to be 

tel.y 24 inches in d1 ameter and appe&red to pass within 200 
yarda or our aircntt. Both the f'ire ball and the tail appeared to be 
•ore or leas solid aa opposed to the thin vapor appearance ot a jet or 
atter-barner exhaust at night. A. t the extr•i ty o£ the tail solld 
globules ~ fire a ppeareci to break oft and graduall~ die out in much 
the renner aa tl.y.iDg napWa liquid. The object appeared in new 
tor an ee 10-lS aeconda and then merel;r disappeared as a Ugbt 
goea out, nth no explosion sparks and other action. 

Weather conditi vera as tollowea Cl•r sq, visibillty 15 to 20 
mile• w.tth light ground base. Stars visible, no olouds and no moon. 

Fljing experl.encea 17 yean 

Upon 
'rhey bacl 

14 March '57 

• 

2SOO hOtira a11i ta r7 ll.y1q 
4oo Jn ~ (u-ao, r..ah,. f-33) 
SeQiOP pllet. raUC 
300 d.Y.!lian 1'11trJg 
Dnva std.t otttee~ 

• 

Expel'lem•t 1D ~ . 

., 
/ ,. ,Y-y/ 7 / 
~~4/;- /( ~M ~ 

ROHER! T. BJi!!JtiJI'l' 
Captain, tm&P 
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S TATEMEtl T 
--~ ... ---..,---

At approximately 01401 S:1turday 1 :{liarch 91 19571 I 't-JaS riding in Captain 
Llo;rd FinJ eyson' s a utomobile. We had just passed through -the North A.P 
ga t e, entering the base on Rhoades Ave. rmen an extremely .fast moving 
obj~ct entersd my line of sight. The object, at an estimat-ed altitude 
o£ 2000 ft, was t.ravelllng trora a South Westerly direction to a North 
Easterly d:Srection at an undeterminable rat.e of speed, but estimated at 
a speed similar to a meteorite. The color was a bluish. green. It had 
a slight tall o! light of the same color 3S the body appeared to tq 
vision tor approx fmatel.y two seconda. At the end o! this time I saw 
what appeared to be sparks esnitting froa the tail. and :lmrnediate~ alter 
the sparks appeared the entire object disappeared just as an electric 
bulb !adee :tram eight, 1n a derkroaa, when the el.ectrici ty is tunted 
ott. It did not appear to explode, ahover sparks in al.l directions_. 
just turned off. The distance !raa rq poai tion to the object ia hard 
to es However 1 . I belleTe the object ws between 10 and 20 
stat11te miles to tu East South East travelling !rom a South West to 
a Worth East position. I had the feeling that it was a natural. 
phenomenon nen though I had never seen such an object be!'ore. The 
weather clear, the object appearecl abou-t aix feet in diameter and 
I heard no noise. . .. 

• 

• 

• 

• , 

14 March 1957 MaJor, 
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STAT E MZNT ........................... ~ 

A ].art,;" fiery 'White ball apparentl y 6 - 3 :f'eet i.a dL::mJ.ate:L" -:d t!1 3. 

t:-ailjng tail tr:J.ve!l1nz from souti'n:est to n vr t heast np~arad ln t.h~ 
alq loii tt-~ugh t.o be clearly vi;Jible f r om the driver's seat of ro.y 
autauooil.e1 'Whic.~ I was d.."1.,~-; 0:1 S !l3W .U"'B, at appr:>rlmat ely 0145 -
0200 on 9 1~rch 57. 

I watched 1 t f or possibly 5 - 6 secoA~, during which it travsllad a t 
a rapid speed on an almost l aval course "then di.sintegrated suddenly 
and as it did so the white light d1aappe·red from the fragment• almost 
1rm11edia.t.al.7 and nothing more seen. 

As stated• I tnas driving my autaaobile when f'iret sigllting the objectJ 
I stopped at onee and wtched tmt:1l it disappeared. I heard no noise 
frOIIl the object. I ha.d no pe.rspectift fraa 'Which to judge 1 ts distance 
.from me and thus caJmot 3.Ceurataly judgo the size of !t, although as 
3ta. t.ed it appeered to be 6 - 8 r eat in diameter. The night r,.J&s clear. 
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Th~ Coml!lP.n1in~ Offic"'r~ f)\~ C- > ~ s~v s··}.):.\.f • 
T'!ri,r-,h.t F~tt ~rnon .Air Fore"' :Sa!i"'• 
Da;.--ton, Oh io. 

:Be~orP. MHldn~ t'lY r~cn.1.~st, I r..r•d b•lttr~r tf'!ll you my offici;a 
nosition RO tha.t yo\t U.'1 t1 Ar~t~nrl tb"' 'bHtt..,r why ! l!"~!<:H it. I a 
( o! t ~nd P.MP.ritus p~af~!~OT o! 

n~·~ Un17~rSity of P"'~~a. From l92S-l954, wn~n I h~d to rntirn b7 
r.ut~Mr•tie rul ~. I ,..:"..s cli rt"!c tor of th~~ lt,lo~P.r ~nd Co11k Ob!i~rvrttoriP.s. I 
~"'v~ pnbl is hAd ~co_r,.::~ of p~p"!rn on th~ subj ~~t of 11et ~o!"s !'nil fir~'b~J.l s, 
th.~ l~st 1:-rr>ort~nt O!lf'! of l'fhich l$ "'nclo~Prt. On png~~ 313 a.."ld 31u yo,J. t71.ll 
flnd. i-f. ~Rbl ~ o! fir-!'0:-\ll p n.thl'\ ~-> nd orbit~, rno!'"' dXt "nsi V?! tr...an. all oth~r! 
.-vi'!:- pu:ll. i sh"!f- by ~r. .~. l"'l~ric:~r. Artrono:Jc~ r. 

~.row PS to :-r-:~u~et- On 1957 H~rch 15 at ;:.bout 10 p.'ll. ~tJ. s.T., 
;1 VI"_~, brilliCI.nt fir~b.U.l or flll"'·t~Q'r' P<l.!=)S~d OVI'!r tht~ Gul f st~tP.S. P.nnin= 
probc:tbly 8. '?!. of !·!Rw 0::-ln.'"'.ns, in or nARr t ild Gulf. F rOTil thfl! N~~' Dopt. I 
b~7e O!l~ goor. ob5?.~Y~ti rm fro:u a ~hip, :lnd by n~'"'spapfl!r clinpb~s reports 
by Vi" ry I!!a.ny proplA, no st o:' smAll V.?-l.UA, as coorC..in.r.!:tcs a.r.., not ~ v"n· .. 

that 
A~ thP. 00j~Ct , .. ~\. :5 

Ir..u:ln r•:>u s o b s., rvn t i rm s WM r,., 
so brill ! ant , thPr-' sP.~!'ls 

!!.ont to 'rour cP.nt..,r wht::r, .. 
~VP-'!7 cb::tnce 
"fiy1ne s;:~.uc,rs 11 · 

• 

?ur;h~r, as this wro.s ;;~.n A.stronom1cal. body, ,.,1 th nothing 
myst~r.::.ou.:! rt·oout it, th~r~ c?.n b~ :10 r~aeon \'1hy r~ports should be clas~ifieO. 
or h~ld frn~ ~.o~uta'ble s~ i~ntist3. 

I f.l;n 

o ; j~c t ~~il~rl to~~ 

~nd if p~ssibl~ its 
~n\l I 'f7ill b.: l:;:lpp:r 

• 

th~I·11 f'orA "rP.nu~at ing you to hev., th~ :!'"?.:ports 0:1 this 
' 

on lo••n ., so th~.t I c~n Cc1 .il0ilt" its :\.tl:lo sph,rlc pRt:'1 
orbit in ~~ ~ e~. ThP. ~~~orts will b~ car~fully ~~turn~d, , . 
to coMrnu~icRt~ th~ r~sults I obtain. 

As I Aft~,~~ en tbn ~~ i~ntific st~ff of AO~rd~~n Proving 
C-rnunn <lurine 1918 S\nd 1919 • and as loc;U. con!Sul t~nt nurins the Sttcond 
i7 orld ':!3.r, I h~d thP. prop~r cl~· :-.r.::-nc~ . 

nc':ly, 
ot' P e .t.n:t., 

• \) .. • '\ - • l"'\ 
• .. 1. -~ t -~ .. ·- u , - ·~ -

• ; 
• 

t • .. • • - ' • 

--------~----~--------------------------~---------·-------
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PHILADELPHIA 4 

1..).-

t-fC: ' . • 

FLOWER A~D Coo& Ons EnvATORIES 

Pb\Jor ·L::-.tvrP.nce J'. T~.ck~.r, USA~ 
3x~~t1v~ Offi~ ~r 
~b11c Information Division 
Off1en of Info~~tion S"rvic~s 
lashin.:ton, D.c. 

Dear 1!aJ,.or T.ackftr: 

• • 

.. .. . Ka~, t~nk~ for your r~ply of Februaey 27 to my l"tter 

. .. 
• • • 

' .. ' 
• • • • • • . . 

. ' 
• • 

• . ' 

• . ' . . • • •. · . .. 
• • 

: ... . . 
•• • 4 • . 

. ... . . . . 
• • • 

' ... . . •• • • . . . : . 
• • , . . ~ 
• • • 

.. . . . ' . ' .. 
.. 

4 • •• , 

• _,,. 
... ' 
~ . . . 

• • • • • 
•• • • • . ... 

, .. . , . 
- • • 0 ••• 

• • 

• .. • . , 
' 

• . , 

•• • . ... . . 
• 

. ·"" . . . 
• 

' 

• 

• • 

• 

a8)d~ ro~ possi blP. r~porta on the ~r~at fi~bAll of 1957 t~Rreh 15 wh.1ch 
cross~d s~varal of the S~uth~r.n StatAs and ended b~ond New Orl~ans. 

. . J'rom tbt~t nurn~r~..1s prt'!SS rr.port s rt'!c~i VP.d on 1 t and from 
it' ·r~markable brilliancy and lonJ: p;"th, I . n.~turally assun~d t .hat m..-..ny people 
wcruld eonsid~r it :;. f'lyint$ sauc~r • so called, P.nn tha.t t h fll b'..1reau d~al in~ wi tb 
~ would hav~ r~po~ts. And ev~n if not, tha t som~ of th~ num~rous arm7 pilota 
aust· 'have aeen a:nd repor~ed it. l3ut ;ls you sta tt"t t hfty d i d not, t hat :\a thRt. 

· · . · Vll.t.!l re~!-d ·to t No o t he r firP.balls you mAntion, se~n 
U•'t Ua~l:, >I '!'fould. ind~ ~d be ~ad to rec i,iV~ copi~s of r eportA in yCT..lr haJ'lds • 
Ott-$n Just· Ohe more r.ood report enu.blas m" to cor~cyutft the a t mospheric path 
IIA4· orbit in spac..i. In an7 case. we att-.mpt t o k~"P ~a CO!D!>l..,te a f'ile as 

. pG$61bJ.e on such obj~ets, and have s_,venl. t housand f'1rflballa in a c;uod f'1lt't-. 
the H~cr.aphie O!fic~ of the u.s.Navy sends me copi~a of such r~ports f rom 
l~ps: ~ .~W.d be most happ7 11' the Axwy a nd .Air Fore., \fould do the sam.,. At 
leaet such r.,porta are of statisticAl v~u~ even if no path can be computed • 

A.s to not b~inr; able to g.~t ~porta,due to ol r-~ssiticat1on~ 
1D;Y' ~od friend Dr.Lineoln La.Pa: of the Ur:.ivflrr:d.t:r o! New Uexieo bas for aome 
7ears @the red sur.h r*'ports I .. or the :nil i tary au.thori tie s, in his ~n..,ral r8-
llio~ I have 1n vain tried to ~"t copies, but while he and I 3~ on most 
frirmdly tanls, h~ hAs alw"vs d,.,cl1n~d to gi \f'e m"' copi~s, sayin~ th~y are 
classified. Last year I n.~d.A an at t~n:pt i .o sacul"" thP-m , ~ided by Cell.D.M • 
~Rrrin=~r, form~rly of .A.i~ Fore9, b ut rP.cRiv~d nothin~. Som~ are suppost~Jd to 
rarar to UFO., but as I 1.'0rke~ out ( tVithout h i s dlil t~) savernl OT'bita for such 
obJP.ct a. therl!t 1 s no d cu"ot t..~;y· •@'~ ra bri r:ht firP.balls. In a n..v cas"• your h"lP 

· 1n .s.,eing that I c:an secur~ copins of such r eports woul d bA ~r~atl:r appr~ci.llt"d 
and I hope of v.'llue tQ sciance ~d a..tr coun.t:r;,. • 

• 

E:l~ ritus 

a.nd f'ornar Dir~c tor :no\'ta r & Cook Obs:~rv11toria~ 

• 

I 

' 
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OR IGI N· Of 8ASIC 04r( 

• . 
• ASSIGNED BY 
• 

. 

• OAf£ . TYPE NO. 
I • 

l • 

I · SU8.JECT • 

l • . 
• 
t 

I 
Request !or "F1re'ba11" Reports - Dr. . . 

I 

ROUTING 

lnJti•l •rt~· • col11mn to denote review p rior to •ction, rnlt 1•1 •our• column to denote revjew of completed 
•c:t ~on. (Y. for •ctio~: V' t'ot coordin~ttlon .) • 

I 

' 
IN OFFICE ... OUT IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE OUT IN OFFICE OU T 

o .... 1 . • 011'1·2 OIN•'J OI N•" AFO I .~ . 
Ot"•IX OIN·2)( . OIN•3X • OIN•4X Ar.OIN•X 

. 
AFOIN•X . 
AFOIN•XI 

AFOIN•X 2 
. . AFO IN•Xl . . . 

AFOIN•X4 . 
I . • AFOIN•X5 

. AFOIN• Z • 

. 
CA9L£S 

• • 
. M FI LE' . & 

• . . 
R 01 SPATCH 

, ·. .. _, 
•• 

70. . . . . . OATis t • • • . . 
1958 . S.WIS-3., .,A!.i.W: . ~·!a.Jor . Tacker . Ma.rch • • • • 

I i . ... 
. 

,RC)~1i'Cm-4E4 . CO .... EN1' NO. 
l . 

. . . 
i cortllNTS (L'•• tefferu, il nece•••''T) 

. • • ' . • 

•• • 

. j 
. 1 . 

• 

• • 

• 

. \ 
' i ~ 

I 
• 

I 
' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • .. I 

t . 
I 
I 

• 

. 

. 

. 

J.. In eccorde.nc;e with your rec:oq•,enda.tions, attached are copies of ease-fUe 
• 

ca-;ertal on the PAA and Western "Fireb811 11 incidents of. 9 March and • 

• ~0 
. 

October 1957 • 
. • . 

to Dr ...... • 
•• 

2 • . These are forwarded to :rour otf'ice tor subsequent transmission . 
iii accord.a:o.ee with ex1 stitlg direeti ves. . 

3. It s~auld ~e pointed out that this Center bas not received the original . 
UFO case :files S'llhmi tted to Hr fortbe Armstrong Circle Theater 
~ presentation. Uo eopies .vere made because of tb.e "crash" nature of the 

• 

project.. . 

4. It vouJ.d be appreciated if this ratter be ~ooked into to determine the 
status or whereabouts ot tbat mate~al1 which is considered irz·eplaeeable • . • 

• ,. • 

• . - 2 ~-<! ~-1.re'a., ~-
·:i:. 

. 
I::lcls: . lliCEOL.t\S POST 
l. C"J PAA Cese File Inci~nt 

<itd 9 l·::U:O 57 
2. C'tJ "Firebal 1" Case File 

dtd 10 Oct .. . 
3. Ltr frm 

dtd 5 ' !·~ 58 
~ OnM 0 8,.. 

7 ~•Y ~6 - Q P~EV I OUS EDIT IONS 0 , THI S FORM MAY BE U~EO . 

Asst. l:e'Out • :y for Science 
and Co:::ponents 

AFCIN-4E 

• 

GP O Q0 83.44 
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- '" r RU' \ N 'r•>r-: 0tt~41 16 

. 
;l s~·~ ~ ... ,l. C:pt. Vcm Wtn~f,. 

•· " · · • ;.. , ~y 1 ltl4!n 
1 !h.• ,. :: \ 'rc. lrn1 ul Mletnl mt,dp 

,,.r~v ~ on ti1P U!"O, (Official 
• 

"'P ' "~" bint Chl"'h or StoO 
" !Ao.' 

' 1 • • •~ ~i!~ ~''IQijtl WOS refuyeJ 
.r I r . .. .., l ~·~ fron t!'!r , Air O.fem• 

• 
. ··· ..... ' l . ,\rf:, nnd to thto Ofrector-

' •. , -'.f J..,! ( 'li 4'"nco ot Jhe P'-ntogon. 

• L•_.. l : tl\r I hh Q not!~ WOI fl~ 
,, ,, C ··· II ,~ • ..,,.ona\ltlcs locxd ln 'Wath­

' ; • •n , '1 ( . ·~Hng ln port CIS ft)tlo~: 

"'· !!111 • FAA FJ. 257 to nw.Jd _.,. 
' " · ~ ,,· ,,. ( , trawling eo.t to w.at 

1 1, :> ' _. • ~, :~ vlnftmt ~vcnlon oct ron. 
1 • r. r:,. • ., ···d to hoY8 a briJ ftQf\t or-ne 

•J·• '"' c:~ .. ta wlth 4Ift ovter rC~ wf-1.1. 
, • • • .. • •I _. ,.r ,..., frOfn tle~t ~nfl1r ••• ,uot 

•• : "'' ., .. , .• , . ~· «"ap"' ~ , ,,... of oltfec!t 
· . • · " i , ' " W<tl f t! t of t'!>fll low foil ow .. 

• .r ,, i•J'•t . Ahov" d8$~tlptlon fits ..,Jrh 
• • · t " ' ' ~~~ , , ,..,, fllg lltr. oltO •• whloh 

·: ·• .. : ·h;., u · ·~of 250 fn ~ mllet ••• 
~ q,-. t' j t f t ,\ :<•rrt l f'. h Trnfflc Co.,trol) ,.. 
;l •· ·~ ·~. :r l i'f · octivl j y, . • Original repoet 
· · ~ :~ . ~~ l•· t "' th :,v d: rnovntf'd. • 

• • .. r: :·t ' ••'f" v.-.. , WlnH~ and Ffl.t 
_,,,, V 1t"": i,\·J~ \V<!I ~ ucMJn,t up tMfr 

.. · ... • . • • r• , ( thn rodiOitd ••~th ft\:olf• 
• 

• 

' 

" ' J .. ' . , , .. '••; 'o. 4; 1:15-J' to tl-. right 
l l.i ; ... J "!! ~·~,, fnt"lc, (\o'ld ,_ 

· -· i ' h· , Winltf_, ' , ~c'tlpHtn\ of • 
, , of t' , r i rt:•Jlo.r ch i('ct, withe ftc .. 

1j1 l ·n n .,,j,t rl, t ftp qt~t lf-ltf 
,. . 1S . , f tcrn n !!l' ~rrhflmt. 

• 

,c ·· :- • • o ·1. W·: •1v,...., ~ :rl "'"lt.,,t, 
I • ' • • , •• < !1·; -.-. -~, . 1l :-lflh:~ off. 
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I 

• 
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• 
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l• 

• • • 
• 'i •• 

~ I 
• • 

• r: I 
. . • ·'· l· '\ > ' • • , . . • I· I 

• 

.. ... "'- -. ~· - _,.,~~~~4~~··!1 - I • , . .a.~ f I l r· 
- l. f.•"' - - ~·~ . . ....,... ! .i"::ett-·........::: o!!IM ~-, ~__.... ~ .&....,_ ~ • ._,.L ._i;!:-L. ~.}!/ ... :lfi\~(· J' =t ... ~ l .~..-J~ Q. . .. .. 
• I'• ,_. • • • " ......... \ .~ ' .... ~!!l ' . . . . . . . . I 

'"-t iceatir .. l"s:V~ 
,.., •• d ... rMitt . 

thte~ oovtd "-"' . • ' • 
~trot, but tWt \il'iissW. 

•""" of the c.M' • . L. I..&.... ..t.....:. tL- -, . n.._.. ..- ...-.t . . ~~, ~·~..-~.nt 

ht .t .. ., 
NtCAP&~fllr 

Aha, t~ ' '"'U"'· ~., r.w-kt1 ~IIW 
th~ ,.. ., tt~.,.~ 'l!di ntl~f Jft·, w/W\ o 
flld:e' ,.,.~It( 1 ..... ... ....)' .Wtt' .... 
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AF Accu 
-

of Hush-up 
on Saucers 

anT !nformation. 
1 H• da..ar1M- that the 
I • puJ.Jk )ta4l aevtr . bt~D 
! toll. · tllat Ak Force jet 

t .. .. " .. ,.· '-••: 41•• ... . . Jlia• .. .. I Jecu. . I • • • 

He al.!O . stia..d~ had'a r.. 
poz t of a raJ5at · IJatl tlq 
lt'h!eh ~wed a mld4tt col· 

~liaion betwe.ia a Jet Aghter' 
and an ob)eet ' lt wa·. to 
intercept. 

''Neither the plant: nor th! 
)llqt "' ere e·1er JCI!tl ~rain. .. 
<:eybce sa.;d . 
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AIRLINER· AVOIDS 
FLAMING OBJECT 

• 

Pilot Sends PI ant Into &tetp 

. ' 

~.- • 

Climb Over Atlantic No 
Jets in Ar.ea at Ti.{t~ war i 'l ' ... 

~ 

• 
• 

• • 

• 

• • 

a, ra-. ..,... 
a COMt Ullf· 
of IICl eualt1>1fr. · • "' • 
· Tbe: ieport: iw. a.vdieck wit 

··the aruwct:1brees lndteatecr tl.2e!'1et 
had been. no jet planes in 
are:t at the time of the tnc:idi!!U.,I :-- .. _., 
~·ptlota:ot at. least seven. --r ...... 
airuatt saw· the mysteriouS o.,,., . 
jeet. tt.added.. 

A .poa.m&n at·Patrtek ~'"' 
J'oree P. •• In Florida utd 
object ·~DO mfuil• fzvm au1q 
range." · B• sr ld that the San 
Juan-N'f!W''-York air route 
far trout _ th• re.cuiar rufded· 
mt.sslle ~ ·· 

Captain Van Winkle said hi 
first impression wu that the 
object had been a jet plane. But 
wbe:t It got closer, he said be 
had noticed it was not. abaped 
like any known jet. 

To avoid & collision, Captain 
Va n Winkle said he had pulled • 
the -plane into a steep climb, ris· 
tng some 1,:100 teet in a few sec­
onds. The sudden maneuver ap­
p:trentlj' caught those a.bond 
unawares. , 

Ori the plane's a r rival three 
passengers and a. ste\Vardess rc-
qu;t·ed hospltali::ation. ~ 

~lr. and ~{~ . .Abraham Gitlow 
oc Philadeiphla; another pa,.,­
sPnger identified as 'Monserratc 
Soto, ar.d J ulie SMt!ago Ridrl· 
quez, stewa rdess, were hospiti\1· 
i7.i!d for tre11tment o! shock a..,d 
lacerations. X-ravs showed non!" 
of t!'l!~ s•t!fc~d ~roken bones.1 
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RJEPHQ/D I RECT OR OF I NTELLI GENCE HEADQUARTZ~S USAF WASH DC 
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I U N C L A S S I F I E DIU F B- 70 2- 10 1 • 
. 
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(1) DESCRIPTION OF OBJECT: · 
• • 

• 

(A) ROUND IN SHAPE 

<B> SIZE OF BAS KETSALL · 

( C) COLOR - BRIG HT GREEN 

( D) ON E ( 1) IN NUMBER 

(t.;) NEG ATIVE 

(F) NEGATIV E 
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(G) FOUR ( 4 ) EX HAUSTS ONE FOURTH ITS OWN S I ZE: ANG LING TOWARD 
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IdE EARTH. 
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F orce B a.se in Florida said the 
object "wa.s no missile from our 
range." He s&id that the San 

. Ju1m-New York air route was 
1ar from the regular guided· 
m lsslle range. 

CaptAin Van Winkle se.ld his 
f irst impression was that the 
object had been a. jet pla.ne. But 
when it got closer, he sa.id he 
bad noticed tt \J.'U 11ot aha.ped 
like a.ny known jet. . 

To avoid a collision, Cl.pt&in 
Van W inkle said he had lJulledl • 
the plane into a a~p ris· 
tng some 1,500 feet ln a. ff!W sec· 
ends. The sudden maneuver ap· 
parenUy caught those ·aboard 
unawat"eJ. -. · 

On the plane's a.rrh•al three 
pa3sengers and a stewardua re· 

t' qu~t;d hospitall~Uon. - . 
· ., .. r • . and Mrs. .Abrahani' tnUow 

of Phlladelphia;· another- pu­
.aenger· tdentified -u Ma•~!l'~~tel 
Soto, and. Julie 
quez, 1tewardeu, -~-' 
tzec1 for trea.tment.of 
lacera.tions. X-nys 
of them suUered brokeD boDes. 

Capt&tn Van•y.rmkle · 
the mysterious missile . :a~ 
•'burning cu:enish white 

· object, u.nrecogniZ&ble bUt ·-clef· 
1nltely not a meteor." ; , ... . . 

• 

, 

• • • ..... 
Ca.ptaln Van Winkle, 8t·ynn 

old, Uvea at ~ C..OUtef!'!tlllm 
Road, Leulttown. .L. L ··: 

. -~ .. 
• 

.. t • ,. ... 

• ·cart '"Telll ef.OhJd ·~ 
. ·sAN JUAN, ·P. 1rt8ft1l 8 

·· ~t•m V.an 
~ .the. weather . owu ~"'-&"ood..V\1! 
;i!,'21•4~~· ~·~~ 

• A &anawar 1\U.Uef 
WASHINGTON, March 9 «l'P) 

-The Defense Depe.rtment wu 
une.ble today to identify the ;uex 

objecL . 
A epokesme.n said the depart• 

ment had recei\'ec1 no report on 
t ho incident . He refused to n~· 
whether e. runaway guided mill· 
111ile might possibly have been the 
unidenti!ied object . 

• 

• • • 

• . 

\ 

• 

~ 

• 

' . 
• 

. ' 
• • • • 

• • 
Itt. • •• 

~. 

• .. . .. ' 
• . r •• 

• • 

• 

•• I • • ' • : . • 
. 
• 

• • . .. -• • • 
• 

I 

• .,.. • 

• 

• ... 

• ,. • • 

• 

• 

• 
•• 

• 

• 

• 

\ 
~ .. • 

- J. • . 
•• .. 

• 

' 

• 

• 
• 

• • 

• 

• • • 
• 

. . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. . 



• 
I 

• 

-

• 

• 

I . 

. . 
• • 

) 
• 
• At 

• 

ob.aerved the ob 
la.t.f! r conf~·rn,~d bY' 

. b y lb~ crew aod.M · 
:: ... int~Troiation. ot ... ~ 

· a aeldom a-een·f · 
"'"""" ball •.:t •• 
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from New York to Pono Rice. pulled up aD:d a.er aharplr "o aYoid collid~ ~~U 

a • br illi&D~ green 1ah-vh 1 t e object • t het n4den lr appeared in hiE pE th. 

n~ber of passengers vere injured ciuri.Dg ·the violent 1neneuTers and r-~qu1re4 • 

hoepi~ali~tion. 

• • . 
• 

• 
• • 

•• 

• 
~·. 

. , -, 
• • • 

. "' . 

••4; 
• • 

• t .. 

• 

The fact that two other airliners epproximetely 175 miles e.. .. ·e.y obeerT~d 

th~ object at the &eme time ruled o~t eircrett end missiles. Thi s ~es l&ter 

confirmed b. all military end civil e.genciee . From a deEcription r; i ven by tl:~ 
. 

crew and passengers who he.p,pened. t o Eee the cb j e ct • the Center concluded that 

' ~La ob j ect -wes e seldom Sf: ~n form of meteor • e bolide • com:r,only refe=--re.:l t o &8 

I 
IC s-irE.b· ll '· The analy~ j s was indep end ent ] r r eYiewed er.d concur:·td v.':i th by a .I ~ .. • 
I 

\···el l kno\t:n e st.rcphysic i et r!O\ol with the Emi t h£.cni£m Aetrcpby~ic c..l Ob!-'~ r''\"e t cry • 

Dr. 1. .tllen lf7net • 
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One of the most fantastic apparitions to confront a p ilot is a group 
of luminous ohjccts flaming through the air in more or less geometri­
cal formation. The objec ts often seem to be heading directly toward 
the plane on a coTlision course but, as thou~h . under intelljgent con-

• 

trol, seem to veer off at the last possible instant and then d isappear 
at incredible speed. The pilot usually recognizes this frigl1tenitig 
pf1enomenon as an exploding meteor or a cluster o'f fireballs . Oc­
cm;ona!ly the sight is so extraordinary tl1at he im;sts it could not 
have been a mere meteor but must have been some weird space­
craft. Airmen of unquestioned competence have made thiS' mistake, 
sometimes because they more than half ··believe in extraterrestrial 
visitors, but more often because they know less than they :ruppose 
about meteors. 

In trying to identify the alarming objects approaching his plane, 
the pilot often thinks first of a meteor , then rejects the idea with 
some form of the remark, "\Vhatever it was, it was certinly not a 
meteor; l'\'e seen meteors and I can't be fooled." He usually adds 
that no meteor could b·a\·el so fast ( c:>r so sTowiy ) et!f the one he 
saw; so h igh (or so low ); could have such a color; ste~r so "obvious" 
a collision course; fly as part of so orderly a groop; move in so 
level (or so steeply angled) a path: maintain so skady a course; 
change course so abntptly; move SQ! silently~ 01r create so loud a 
detonation. 

Such an incident occurred on a· Pan AmeriCan Right from New 
Y01·k to San Juan early on the morning of \lclrch g, 1957· At about 
3:30 A.~.c. ' vhen the plane was off Jacksonville, Florida, the pilot 
and the Bight engineer saw a burning, greenish-white, round ob­
ject comjog out of nowhere, seemingly on!y a half mile away and 
beaded across their nose on a direct collision course [ 18]. In such a 
situation a pfane's captain cannot wa~te time in ane:t1yzing what he 
sees, but must act. In a Yiolent evasive move he put the plane into a 
cllmb of aoout 1500 feet, during which several passengers were 

• 

thrown out of their seats and in jured. At the same moment t he 
crews of at least seven other .Bights "'ithin an are.1 of 300 miles 
were reporting the same object. One ·.vitness saw it split in two and 
the- fiery rear section drop a"vay. About a n hour earlier, the pilot 
of another plane in the area had seen the breakup of a similar me­
teor but had not reported it. In spite of all the evidence that the 
unknown was a normal mett:>or, hrt>nking apart as many meteors do, 
the Pan American pilot, "ha:ving seen thousands of meteors," could. 

not .lccept the object as a natural phenomenon although he did 
realize . • tfter he heard the other r~ports, that hl! haJ greatlr un­
dt'rcstim~lk<l its distance. Althou3h the ob ject sho"'ecl all the char­
uctcristi cc; of a typical fireball, the fl ying-saucer cultists hn\·e tried 
to com·ert this undoubted meteor into an "unknown object." [ 19, 
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195711er.~ff E .• Coast-Ilight-1~ white,Fiery Object With greenish-tinge 
: almost coll;.des 'td.th Pan-Amer. ·Flight 257t ITLi::e a bigi 

round spotlight out of novrhereJ 11said Pilot. Seen by Pi ots 
of 7 Airliners! Traveled N. at terrific speed!. (Fireball) • 
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PAGE TWO RJES I<B 18 

(H) NEGATIVE 

(!) NEG ATIVE 

(2) DESCRIPTION OF COURSE OF OBJECT: 

(A) BRIGHT GREEN AND UNUSUAL 
• 

.. • to • 

• 
• 

.l 
., 

- . .. 
...... __ ·-· • 

-

• 

( 8 ) 4~ DEGREES ANGLE ELEVATION S0 DEGREES AZI MUTH. FrtOM 32 

DEGREES 35N ~ DEGR~~S 30 W 

<C ) APPROXI M~.T~LY SA:--iE 

CD) LEVEL FLIGHT- FROM SW TO NE / 

• •• 
... 

( £) LOST SIGHT 
----~ ~· - ~ . 

.. ( F {3. MINUTES -:-~-· -----~<:.@ 
. '-·-------

(.:)) i·iANN ER OF OBSERVATION: 

(A) GROUND VISUAL &.AIR VISUAL . 

( B) NAKED EYE L-~// 

I 

• 

/ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

(c) NATIONAL 100 15000 025 DEGREES 2S0KTS MIAMI INTL.Y; 
' 

(~) T l~E & DATE OF SIGHTING: 

( A) 0 545~MARCH 57 

(5 ) NlGHT 

C3) LOCATION OF OBSERVERS: 

• 
• 

• 

• 

L<A) PARIS ISLAND-32 DEGREES 35N 80 DEGREES 80W 

• 

LJB) AIRLINER NAT I ONA L-l.J0 32. DEGREES 20 N 7 3 DEGREES 30 W 

• 

• 
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( 

( 

( 
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( 
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• . ~ . 

( 

( 

( 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

I 
I 

I 
f 



!N :rHE SANE DIR~TION IN A LINE ABOUT 250 MILES LONG. 

' 
'IT TOOK HE ABOUT FOUR ~JINUTES TO QUIET THE PLANE WHICH HAD WH!PP.ED 

VlOL.ENTl.Y ON THE TAIL WHEN I PULLED HER Up,. I HE.I\RD THE CO-PILOT 
SHOU TING: :tW11ATS ttJRONG, R!P? FOR HEAVL~'S SAKE PUSH HL~ OVER--PUSH 
HER OVER!•~ · · 

•• . f BUT I f4AS TOO BUSY TO ANSWER. I SAw WHATtvER IT WAS SLIP BY UNDER 
MY RIGHT WING AND KNEW IN AN INSTANT IT HADN'T HIT US. THEN I HAD 
"TO REP6RT !0 THE GROUND BY RADIO AND START WO RRYING ABOUT THE 
PASSENGE.qs • . 

WHEN I PICl{ED UP THE RADIO, ALL, OR MOST, OF Tf{E OTHER PILOTS , 
SEEl'1ED TO a·E CHATTERING AT ONCE. I COULD MAKE OUT A WORD HERE AND 
TH::R.ES --DBRILLIANT LIGHT TO STARBOARD .. J •u;o REPORTJ"' -"'WHAT f .-

IS ITT~ . .., .., ... .,. ~ ... · 
Crwlli > C 9 55AES . ' ': .. • 
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WPH16~WPC155 YDB147 TYE092 TMB1~5NBA103 
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PP RJEDEN RJEDWP RJEPHQ RJEPNY 
• 

DE RJEPNB 11 

P 141$55Z 

FM OIC DET 3 45C2D AlSS STEWART AFB NY 

TO RJEDEN/COMDR ADC ENT AFB COLO 
• 

RJED!NP/C0~1DR ATIC wPAFB OHIO . . 

iJEPHQ/Dl HEADQUARTERS USAF WAS H DC 

RJEPNY/COMDR 25TH ADIV ROSLYN AFB NZ · 
• 

BT . ' • 
,. ,.,.. •, #' 

• 

• 

l 

~ • 

( 

' 
. ' J i 1 • 

1 .. 

\l3 \~ ·J) L'' / I _, I · !.j 
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• •• • 

. fl'- I 
• 

• , I 
,_1 t, ;-=1 • 

I _I 

• 
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• 
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• 
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-• -
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.. • • f • -- --- ------ ..... - - ·-·-- ---- ---·- - -· ·-~ 

/JJNCLASS !FlED/ AISD3 lf2 PD REFERENCE . IS MADE TO YOUR MSG AFOIN-3E4- ... -
(3~33~~? ·~D OUR TELEPHON CONVERSATION THIS DATE ON UFQB SIGHTING 

. \ .,/ 

' • • 

. . . 
MADE BY PAN AM ·PILOT CAPT PD UPON RECEIPT OF CITED • 

MSG CAPT F THIS ORGANIZATION WHO WAS IN NEW YORK CITY • 
• 

AT THE TIME WAS REQUESTED TO CONTACT CAPT VAN WINKLE FORTHE I NFORMA-
• 

TION DES IRED BY YOUR OFFICE PD DUE TO THE PRIOR COt1MITMF:NT._ 

WAS UNABLE TO SEE CAPT PERSONA LLY PD SUNDAY CMM MARCH 17 WAS THE 

.EARLIEST DATE THAT A MEETING WITH VAN WINKLE COULD BE ARRANGED PD IN 
• • • 

VIEW OF THE DEADLINE ESTABLISHED BY USAF cr·H·l I NFOR!-1AT89, DES I RED BY 
• • 

YOUR OFFICE ~AS OBTAINED FROM BY CAP BY TELEPHONE 
t • • 

• 

I // .. _ .... • • 
• • • 

v \ ~ \ 1 

{ \ l!.t' ' ,, \~ .._ 
\ A t ~~ 
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CONVERSATION I NTERV IE~·J Cr1M THE SALIENT POIC\TS OF ~lH ICH T1JERE RELAYED ~ •. /' ( 

TO YOU ·BY PHONE THIS · DATE BY LT COL SALtvOCKI CMM OIC DET 3 4602D 
' 

AISS STEWART AFB PD PRELIMINARY REPORT REQUIRED BY PARA 7 CMM AFR 

2m'-'-2 FOLLOWS: 
- . 

1 DESCRIPTION OF OBJECTS 

. A ROUND · 

B ONE AND ONE HALF TO TWO FEET I N DIAI1ETER · • 

. ·. C WHITE IN THE CEl'JTER WITH A GREEN HALO SURROUNDING TH E WH ITE 

RESENBLING AN "ALDIS LAt'lP• 

. . D ONE 

E NEG 

, ... N£G. · 
.. 

• 

• • 

• -
• • 

• 

I 

L 
I 

( 

( 

( 

' ! 

I 

' I 

H NEG 

I NEG 
• (. . . . 

• 
• 

, 

2 DESCRIPTION· OF COURSE OF OBJECT ( 

-- . 
-- - .. .... . .... --·· . - - . ... .. -- --.--A··· oBJ'Ec! ·CAME ·FROM nu:: iEsT HEADING EAST AT NINETY DEGREE ANGLE ' ( 

{ 
> • 

• IN FRO~"T OF PLANES FLIGTT J'ATH 
\ 

• 

B SIGHTING WAS MADE AT 29" DEGREES NAGNETIC BEARI~G 
I 

. 

. c SAME AS A AND B A AND B ABOGE 
• 

. . ·. .. . DING EAST AT APPROXIMATELY 1500 YARDS DlST-D CAME IN · FROM WEST HEA 
' ... 

• 

' . . 

• • 

• • • 

• • . . 

,: . . • , 
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AGE THREE RJEPNB 11 

ANCE FROM FRONT OF AIRCRAFT AT A SPEED OF APPROXI MATELY 520 KNOTS PER 

HOUR 

E PAST OUT OF SIGHT 
• 

- -:-.Z ~NE .A till· !lt-lr. . . liA1.E IO .nzo .SE!:!lliD.:w ... 'E----· ~- - - -· 

REPEAT ABOVE LINE 

F ·oNE AND ONE HALF TO TWO SECONDSEMANNER OF OBSERVATION 

A AIR-VISUAL 
• 

.B NEG 

C DCSB CMM PAN M1 AIRCRAFT FLIGHT NR 257 CMM ALTITUED 1 9 ,~00 FEET 

;11M HEADr'NG .2·10 DEGREES SPEED lAS 2tl KNOTS CMM TAS 265 TO 270 KNOTS 
, . . . . 

CMM HOME STATION PAN AMERICAM WORLD AIRWAYS NEW YORK 

4 TIME AND . DATE OF SIGHTING • 

' . 

A . l9/~8332 MAR 57 . 
-B NlGH.T 

5 LOCATION OF OBSERVER • 

• 

A PILOTS SEAT Ct111 POSITION 30 NORTH - 7YJ3a WEST APPROXI MATELY 

11IDWAY BETWEE!"J WEATHER STATIONS 03 AND 04 

6 IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 
• ,. . 

• • 

• 

• 

A CAPT 
• • • 

PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS PILOT NEW YORK CITY 
• 

- . • • 

7 WEAT:1ER AND WIND CONDITIONS ALOFT CMttl PLACE AT TI;1E OF S IGHTI NG 

. . ' ' ... . . 

• 

. . . . 

• 
• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

, 
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• 
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A EXCELLENT 

B UNKNOWN 

. C UtlLIM I TED . 

D UNRESTRICTED 
• • 

E NEG • 

g NEG 
• 

• 

• 

• 

..fOUND lT .NEC.EESARY TO l1AKE AN ABRUPT PULL=_U_E_ _TQ 
• 

· ~ : .~ .. • ,._ .... 
; 

~VOID COLLISION • 
• 

li CAPT STATES THAT CAPT F FLIG WHO 

WAS BEHIND HIM SAW THE OBJECT AT ABOUT THE SAME TI ME PD CAPT. R 

HO WAS FLYING AHEAD OF VAN WINKLE SAW THE OBJECT EARLIER - --
(UNCLASSIFIED TIME) AND DESCRIBED THE OBJECT AS A TWO STAGE ROCKET .. 
• 

PD I N THIS CONNECTION CA PT SAID OBJECT WAS NOT A JET 

OR A ~1ETEOR 
• 

-.. - .. -

• 

. 11 CAPT CMM DET 3 4502D AI SS STEWART AFB CMM NO C O~lMENT 
• • . . ., , 

.12 NEG 
• • 

NOTE RLN CAPT WAS UNABLE TO CONTACT PLANE ENG I NEER 

CM~ CO PILOT OR THE OTHER TWO PILOTS W~O 
• • 

' · lTED T:-ii: OBJECT DUE TO THEI R FLYI NG C 0!·1>1IT~1ENT:3 PD NOTS C Li~ PAN 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• • 

' 
( 

f 

( 

( 

( 

t • 

{ 

( 

I 

I 

\ 
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I 

I 
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• 

• 

I 
I 

• I 

AM AIRWAYS f1AKES RANS FROM NEW YORK TO SAN JUAN I N TWO TRACKS PD 
• 

ON£ FROM TUNA CHECK POINT TO BORiriGUEN DIELD PD TTE OTHER TRARK 

lS.MAnE FROM TUNA CHECK POINT SOUTH . TO CEQUAS CHECK POINT PD CAPT 

VAN JJINKlE WAS MIDWAY BETWEEN THESE TRACKS AT TIME OF SIGHTING PD 
• • .. . 

. 
!HIS WOULD INDICATE THAT HE WAS A LITTLE OFF COURSE ON HIS RUN TO 

SAN JUAN PD END 

BT 

1~)7592 MAR RJEPNB 
• 

• 

• • 
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13 March ·1957 , 
, 

{ 
I 

'-...--. 
MEMOR.mnuM FOR GENERAL WATSON 

SUBJEcT: Action Taken Regarding Pan-American Airline UFO Incident, 
9 l-!arch 1957 · 

l. Reference is made to conversation between General Watson ant 
• 

undersigned, afternoon1 Tuesday, 12 March 57 pertaining to a query by 
General .. Tvioing regarcling· this . ~.ncident • 

2. In comp+i~nce with the Commander 1s request for some immediate, 
po.aiti~e action vith res~ct to ·thia matter, priority messages requesting 
immediate investigations and/or conclusive detaila ·have been submitted to 

tollovins: 

•• c I 46o2d AlSS 1 AOC 
b. Comdr, Hqa, SAC 
c. Comdr I Kqa, EAD 
a • Corndr, Patrick AFB 

•• Dept of Naval Operations, Dept of the Navy 

3. A~W INS teleype indicates all the above, with the er.ception 
ot the 46024 AISS1 · be directly ar indjrectly involved. 

• • 

• . , . 

• 

• 

' . 
. 

. . 

\ . . 

• • • 

-• 

• 

• 

a.. In C()l•pliance with the 1s personal instructions, every 
effort· will be meflle to have some ccmcluion or ansver on his desk by 1400 
hours 1 Thurs~ 1 14 ~.arch. A repl:r deadline of 1200 hom-s of the same day . . . ' . 
was reqaestect· or' each organization above, with view of accomplishing thia, 
retel'ence attached cow ot me saage to SAC Headquarters, as ~ example. 

.. 5. Dr • H,uek, UFO project consultant, is flying to Dayton, and Yill 
arrive on the JIOrning of this date. His contributions and review of the 
case should be aL value to the over -all analysis. 

2 hcla 
1. C'J. DiS 'fel~type Preas 

It! lease 
2. Cy 'rt Mesaase to 

COtadl" I SAC 

• 

/ .. 1 

c. , . . 
GEOBJE T. GREGORI 
Captain, USAF 
Project Monitor 
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{ ~, rr ll':\"""J ., · - . 
c • UNCLASS1.P- IED ~ .. i · J : ·_ . JOIN T M ESSAGEFORM -..J d ·1 · ~·._, ; ~ r • • 

• 
SPA.CB /Jf!LOI'P Rl!5ER.VED FOR COt f,',fUNIC~1'1 0N cc El{ 

.19 z 0 '51 PRIORJT'i 
. P RECEOEN C it T YP!: M SQ ( Cbu1) ACCOUNTING O RIQ, OR REF ERS TO 

~---------~====~~--------1----,---~--~ SYM BOL 
C L ASS I F !CA TION 
o;: R EF'E RENCZ 

ACT ION PRI ORITY liiOO K "' UL.T I S JNG Lir 

I NFO 

FROM: -----~J.--·~ 

COMDR ATIC 

TO: ......,.....,......, . 
. CO.~D@, EASTEBI ·AIR ~F'ENSE FOBCE 1 S'l'EWART. AFB1 NEW YORK 

UNC!ASSIFIED) FROM: AFOIN-4114 ;3,- 3_] 0 ""E 

• 
HIGH HEADQUARTERS USAF I.EVE!I .S REQUEST IMMIDIATE 

ON t'O OBTAIN FURI'HER DETAILS OR EXPLANATION REGARDING 

OBSKRVP:Il BY P.Ali AMER~CAN WQRLD AIRWAYS PILOT, CAPTAIN 

VAN· WINKLE. F LIGHT. ~s'l4o sAN JUAN, P.R. oN NIGHT oF 

· ~CH 5'7 ·• . SOYEWHHRH ALOJJG' J.TLAN'fiC . SEABOARD. BXACT TIME . . , . 
' • 

OURSE~ AND· LOCA'fiOH· ON~awJl ~· INCIDENT GlVEN WIDE PUBLICL . . .,.. . . . .. -.. ··-· ....... ~ ... · ..,, -·,· ··. . 
\..' • • 0 • • 0 • ' ~~ • 

~ 0 ... "\o! •':• I • • 

.anOU GH 'lV~· RADIO .AND IllS~ PRESS. . . A3R . : .. STORY ALSO· 

N.Y. JCURli.AL &MfSRICAlf • . . 
• 

S P ECIAl. I I'ISTRU C TlONS 

~ \ 
~.; • :L ,-. ""\ 

\ 1' \ \ _, .... . 
• '"l:o \ .,. • . 
.... J• . 

I I"'L 
't . 7. 

~ 

• • .. 
• • 

• r 
• • . . . 
• • 

• 

• 

REQ~s: ~ INFORUfi ON YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING T:_:H::IS~~---

R, AND· YOUR COMME!NTS AND CONCIIJSIONS TO BE MADE KNOWN 
• 

O .~HIS CENTER NO· LATER THAN NOO~ 14 MARCH 57 I N ORDER TO 

! . A HQ USAF DEADLINE. 
~-
': 
1 • •. BACXGROUND INFORMATIOHt 
1. . . 
r .. 

• • 

• 

, 
' ·-• • 

I 

I 
i 
J 

• OATI! • 

!3 1. CREW liEMBERSs CO·I~'l', DION W. TAYLOR, AND FLT . . 
MONTH 

Irt.E£R~ JOHN WABHUTA. BOTH OBSERVeD OBJEC 1!.. 
S Y Mi!CL. 

TYP£ 0 

ROBERT E. O'CONHOP. 

UNCLASSI FIED 
CJi}bifl, USAF 1. ~ ~1-HR 
As..~ istant Adjutant 

R::PLAC £ 5 .J O FOR M 173. 1 OCT ~ 9. '•'• rl lCH WILL Di!: U S ZO U " 711.. ~;O-tA USi'';:O 

TIM& 

tJ7Y5 
YEAR 

• 

- . 

J 

I 
4 

l 

l •• 

. . . 
• 

l 

• 

' 



I • • 
I 
I 
• 
I 

I 
• • 
I 

I 
• 
! 
t 

! I 
I ' I 

• 

~-·------------·------------------~~~~~~--------------------~ ' · SEQJRITY ClASSifiCATION 

JVJNT MESSAGEFORM- CONi •.. JATION ~EB 
• • • 

• • • UNCLASSIFIED 

COMDR ATIC 
~------------------------------------------.-----------; 

2. FLIGHT WAS AT 19 1 000 FF:E."'T, WHEN CBJECT RESEJvl.BLI'~G 

LARGE., BRIGHT SPOT LIGHT AP PEAR:ID CO!'Jti NG DIRECTLY T OWARDS 

AI RLI NER FROM A FEW HUNDRS:t> YARDS OF!:< • VAN VV I NKI.R -MADE 

ABRUPT PULL UP TO AVOID COLLISION, RESULTING IN IUJURIES 

AND HOSPITAT.JIZATION OF A NUMBER OF PASSENGERS. · 

3. COPILOT DESCRIBED OBJECT AS RESEMBLI NG " A 

MAGN ESI UM-.FL.!\SH WHITE IN COLOR ~'lr TH PALE GRF!EN TINT." 

HO'NEVER, CREW Il'lSISTS NOT METEOR. PAN-AM PILOT CAPT ED 
• 

PERRY ON FLT 269 ABOUT 175 MIIES BEHI~TD VAN WINKI:;p: STATES 

· OBJECT SEFtJ SAME INSTANT • • 

4. VAl~ WI1i11BtS RADIO REPORT OF INCIDENT RELAYEI> 
• 

BY CAA COMMUNICATIONS C~TER TO HQS EASTERN AIR DEFENSE . . . 
FORCE. INS NEWS REIRASB UNOFFICIALLY REPORTS TEAT JET 

INTERCEP.r AND RADAR AIRCRAF'T FROM A SAC FIGHTER BASE IN 
. . 

SOUTH SENT ALOFT TO INVESTIGATE. THIS CEJTER HAS Nor 1 • 
• 

~EAT NOT RECEIVE!n OFFICIAL TJFO REPORT CF INCIDENtr. 

• 

• 

• 

5. OF SIGNIFIC.L~CEI PILOT .ADMITS BEING CONSIDERAB., ;y 

WEST OF COURSE ~'ID IN AN ADIZ TO AVOID A STORM, BUT CLAIM:. 

HE KEPT CON3 TANT RADIO CONTACT GIVING HIS POSI TION • 

6. CURRENT AERO CHARTS INDICATE EXTENSIVE DEFENSE 

AND WARNING ZONES ALONG FII GHT PATH BELIEVED FOLLOWED BY 

THIS FLIGHT. MAJ ORITY NOTATE THAT AREA HAZARDOUS ~·AT ALL. 

T IMES Ai.•fD Al)IDITUDES". POSSIBIE THAT AIRCRAFT, N.f~V .. 4.L, 

GuiD ED MI SSILE OR OTH5R OPERATI ONS '.mRE BEING CONDUCTED 

I N THE ~ttEA AT THE TIME. 

• 

• 

SYMBOl • ~ " · · · · I ·~ , l ' . . ., . . . - .,. : } 
t 1 .,, ' ,( .. 1 • 

t • • • .. 1 - .. 

PAGE 
NR 

NR OF 
PAGES 

S2CL'Rt'TY O.ASSIFICATION ! i .~ • • ~ ,. ... . . . . 
~ \ t. ~ t~ I ~. . .. .. : ,. ... 

.A.F OIN-4E4 \.) . 1 L _ .. \ ~ , i 2 3 UNCLAS3IFI:ID 
~ I,,, 

I • 

• 

INITIAlS 

GTG 
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SECURITY OASSIFICATION 

• • 

- ,::::.=....::.:.::::=== . 
. IJIN-T MESSAGEFURM - CONI.. _jAnON SHIH IDTCLASSIFIED 

• 
• 

COMDR ATIO 

• Et'(PEDIENCY OF ACTI ON REGA.TIDING THIS MATTER WOULD BE 

APPRECIATED . 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

f 
I 
r 

t 
• 

• 

COORDI NATION . 

• 

• 

• 

I 

• 
• 

AFOI~T-4E4 

'' IJ 1' 
. 1 • ' . l 

1\ ,. 

J ~~ / .j 
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. 

( ()~ ( A ) AI RLINE PILOT; NAME UNKNOvJN ; AGE UNKNO~vN; MAH1I PILOT 
• 

f.,A. ·fJ ) CORPORAL GUARD CONPANY H&S EATA LLI ON 

W' PARIS ISLAND MARINE BASE, s.c. 
~~) PVT GUARD COMPANY H&S BATALLION PARIS 

ISLAND MARINE BASE S.C. 
• .·• ~ -

! / (D) SGT GUARD COMPANY H&S EATALLION PARIS ISLAND 

MAR INE EASE X.C. 

(£) SEVERAL CIVILIANS IN PARIS ISLAND AREA NA~ES UNKNOWN. 

<F> CHS TOWER OPERATOR NA ME UNKNOWN. 

L, ( G) TRAVIS TOWER OP.::RATOR SAVANNAH NAME UNKNOli/N. 

(_U{) BEAUFORT S.C. POLICE- NAME UNKN OWN • 
• 

:7) l,.TX & WINDS ALOi'T CONDlTIONS AT TIM£ AND PLACE. OF SIGHTING s . 
• 

(A) OBSERVERS ACCOUNT OF WX CONDITIONS PARIS ISLAND AREA 
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.JOh'JT MESSAGE.i- ORM 

SEC URITY C LASSI I"IC"Y 'I 

i •. , ~ , . -# • • 
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S PACB IJI1LOW RIJ.'iBRVJ!O FO R COitiMUNIC.tlTION CJ!NTBR 
• - - - --

• 

-

• 
• • . . .) ' -: 

i\CTION 

?r'\ ! C£DENC'X 'l'YPI! MSG (Chuk) ACCOU NTING O~IC. 0~ Rl!FE:il5 TO 
i}-----;~;:;:-;:;-;:;-;;;:m::r;;--------j--~--~--1 SYI'd SO.L. 

RI 0 soo :< MI.JLT I SINOU! 

C LAS9171 CATION 
OF REr'S.:RS:NC:t 

FROM: !iPC:CIAI.. I N S T RUCTIONS 

TO: eAWBR, 

UNCI.ASSIFIE!D) FROM AFOIN-4E4 j .... >j 1_3 -£ 
HIGH HEADQUARTERS USAF IEVELS REQUEST IMMEDIATE · 

ION TO OBTAIN FURTHE:R DETAILS OR EXPLANATION REGARDING · 

0 OBSERVBn BY PAN AMERICAN WORID AIRWAYS PILOT, CAPTAili 

rATHEW ·,TAN WINKTE FliGHT 257 TO SAN JUAN, P.R. ON NIGHT OF 

r ~!ARCH 57. SOMBWBP!RE FONG ATLANTIC SEABOARD. EXACT TIME, 

COURSE, AND L0 CATION UNKNOWN~ INCIDENT GIVEN WIDE PUBLICI ...... P' , 
~HROUGH TV, RADIO AND INS PRESS RELEASE. STORY AI.SO. REPO!itJJ!:D 

N.Y. JOURNAL AMEXICAJJ • . ~· . • • • • 
. -. . • • .. lo 

. ' . • 
' . ~ . . 

• 
~ 
• 

INTmNATIOBAL RELEASE; 11 MARCH 57 CLAINS THAT' · . 
l 

UN OFFICIAL• RRPORT STATES THAT A JET IN'l!ERCEPT TASK FORCE 

CCOMPANIED BY RADAR AIRCRAFT WERE SRNT ALOFT FROM •A SAO 
~ 

FI GHTER 
I 

BASE IN THE SOUTH TO INVESTIGATE, AND, ITS F INDING 1 
. ~ 

I 

IF ANY, ARE CLASSIFIED." 

REQUEST ANY Il'i"F ORMATI ok, DETAILS AND/OR CONCLUSIONS 
DA TE 

/3 
I TIM~ 

ING THIS INCIDENT BE MADE KNOWN TO T BY NO 

I SYMBOL . 

1- ......_ ~- / • . , ' " .:..'<>t...~ I R i ·r ·t"'·-o './'} TY PZO t>;~ :>..t::: AND "'-\":. ' - • '(!tm: ;'' '!!' , ' 1 • c_r L_/ r rt:. 
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• - NR. ~.\G¢. ..::t - t!:."' .. ~,F l ~ SZCUrt'7Y C~A-.5Strt::, T l O N I R I C:~pt'3ifll u~ 

i AFOIN-4E4 
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i ' UNC IAS SIF IED U ~·; 8 ! . ./~ :_· -~ .. ~: . -~ J I I Assistant Ad}trtant 
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FROMr' 

COMDR ATIC 
• • 

LATER THAN NOON 14 MARCH 57, IN ORDER TO MEET A HQ USAF' 

DEADLINE. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
• • 

1. CREV'/ MEMBERS: COPILOT, DI ON W. TAYLOR, AND FL'r 
• . 

ENGINEER, JOin~ WASHUTA. BOTH OBSERVED OBJECT • , 

2e F~I<HT WAS A'r 191 000 FEET, WHEN OB.BCT RESEMBLI ;G 
• 
• 

LARGE, BRIGHT SPOT LIGHT APPEARED COMI:NG DIRECTLY TONARDS 
• 

AIRLINER FROM J. FEW HUNDREa> YliRDS OFF. VAN WINKIE MADE 
• 

• ' 

ABRUPT PULL UP TO AVOID COLLISION, RESUIIriNG IN INJURIES 

AND HOSPITALIZATION ·OF A NUMBER OF PASSENGERS. • 

~. 0 • 
8.. COPILO'l' DESCRIBED OBJECT AS RESEMBLING \tA 

. 
WHITE IB COLOR WITH PAI·E GREEN TINT.• 

. HOWlSVBR, CREW INSISTS 110!' METEOR. PAN-AX PILOT, C~ AIN 
. 

ED PERRY' ON FLT 269 ABOu.tt 175 1ll:J"RS BEHIND VAN W mxr;s 
·· ,.,.STATES OBJECT SEEB SAME INSTANT • ~ 

4. V~"l WI!IBI.E'S RADIO REPORT OF INCIDIDJT REI.Cf<l> 

BY C.U COMMUNICATIONS CENTER TO HQS EASTERN AIR DEFmiSE 
• • 0 • • 

FORCE. INS NEWS RELEASE UN OFF ICI AIJ.y RErPORTS THAT JET 

INTERCEPT AND RADAR AIRCRAFT FROM A SAC FIGHrER BASE IN 

• SOOTH SRNT ALOFT TO INVESTIGJt!'E. THIS CmiTER HAS NOT, 

REPEA'l' Nat' RECE!J VED OFFICIAL UFO REPORT OF INCIDENT • . . 

5. OF SIGNIFICANCEs PILOT ADMITS BEING 
I 
• • 
I 

I 
I 
' 

I 
' • 

CON SIDERABLY WEST OF COLRSE AND IN AN ADIZ TO AVOID A 

ST 'JRM , BUT CLAIMS HE KEPT CO NSTANT R1illiO CO NTACT GIVI~IG 

HT ,q POSr'PTllN 
I'm OF ~~llY OASSifiCATION 
PAGES 

• 

• -

• -.. 

INITIAlS ....... . 

i: 

• 
3 ! ' UNCLASSI F I e:n AP OIN-4E4 2 GTG . • . - . .. . '-~------..._. ______ ..... ____ ...._ _____________ ...._ __ .,. . . -

DD ':efM , 73 1 , • ~ Y. S. GOViRiill tliT •-IIITIIe C"'lCI& StU U z::J , 
I MA'( 35 ~ • . 
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r--------------------- - ------------.-----------~ . I SEClJRITY a.ASSIFICATIOH 

.lOIN{. M~GEFORM- CONl .. ,dADON SHEET 
• ' • 

.. ' 

• • • 0 

• 
COMDR ATIC 

6. CURRENT AR:RO CHARTS INDICATE EXTENSIVE DEFENSE 
. 

AND WARNING ZONES ALONG FI.IG HI' PATH BELIEV.ED FOLLOWF:O BY 
• 

THIS F IJ:GHT. MAJCR:ITY NOI'ATE THAT AREA HAZARDOUS ttAT ALL 

TIMES AND ALTITUDES." POSSIBLE THAT AIRCRAFT, NAVAL, 
. 

GUIDED MISSILE OR OTHER OPERATIONS WERF.: BEING CONDUCTED 

IN THE ARE!A AT THE TIME. • 

. 
• EXPEDIENCY OF ACTION REGARDING THIS MATTER WOULD BE • 

APPRECIATED. 
• 

COORDINATI~ 

AFOIN 

. . ~ 

:lFODl 

• 

• •• 

• 

.... m 

• 1ilb 

. . 

• 

• 

• 

DATE 'f J ;4.1\ ~ 
. 

~-ATB_. _l_?ru__;.~...;...f&z~-
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• 

I ' .,. ,. 
I J i 

~ 

• 

• 
• 

... 

1 I . :1 
.. .! .J 
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JOJNT MESSAGEFORM UNCLASSIFIEP~ ~ ~ .~. l ;'\ :·· .... ~ .: . 
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• 

SPAC:lJ 13BLOfY R.I!SBltVBD FOR COMNUNICAT!tH1 Cl!NTER 

• 

{ <:' - :-

~" 1-•• ·~ \ .... ~ \ \ (~ ... .!' •• I 5 Z I '57 
PRlOR\TY 

TYPE Mlil<l (C'h<~~k) A~..:COUNTI H G OR I <I. OR REFERS ro 
1----------------1--~---,----- SYIIUI()L. 

Cl ..... Ss I F I CATION 
OF' ~E:FERJ::NCE 

.ACTION PRI ORITY 8~1( MUI.T J !IINCILJr 

Jl'l FO 

~ROM : 

• 

TO: 
WASRING'ION, D.C • NAV .AL 0 PEBA'l'IONS NAVY I 

('ffc.un ... .-~....,~) AFOIN-4E4 3 -33 ~- £. • • 

. BIGH HE,ADQU ARTERS USAF LEVELS REQUEST I MMEDIATE 

ACTION TO OBTAIN FURTHER DETAILS OR EXPLANATION REGARDI~G 

UFO OBSERVED BY PAN AMERICAN WORI.D AlliWAYS PILCII' 1 CAPTAIN 
• 

MATHEW VAN WINKlE FLIGB'I• 257 TO SAN JUAN, P.R. ON NIGRI' 

9 MARCH. 57, SOVENaERE ALONG ATIAHTIC SEABOARD. EXACT TI 
• • • . • • ·~ . 

I1JCIDEHT GIVEN WIDE PUBLIC COURSE, AND ·LOCA1'ION UliKNO\'ffl. 
• • 

. .. .... • . ~~;'l .. ..... ' .- . ., .... _ .. ... :\., ... . 
THHOUGB .'TV',. RA.Dm . AND ns,::_.·~SS RBI.F.ASE.. STORY AISO, 

• ..... '"J .. >t"',.. . ~ 
• .t .., • 

• • • .. , ... #( " ...... 
" -4-. • 4 • 

BEPOR!'ED IN 1i .Y. JOORHJL/'A)IFBICAB.; 
·rf OR DE'!' ATIS 

SPeciAL. INSTRUCTION& 

• 

.. __ 
• 

I 

• 

• • • 

I • ... .l 

• • 

• 
I 
• 
t 

•• 
I · • 

'"' ·. j' . 

. · BFQUE~T ANY INFORMATION/YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING T~BI~S~..---

INCIDER'l'. IT WOUlD B'E APPRECIATED IF YOUR COMMENTS AND/ 

...""'IJ.~-... CWSIONS COUID BE MADE -ENOWN TO THIS CENTER BY NOON 14 

MARCH 5'7 • . • 

B~CKGROUND INFORMATION TO ASSIST YOU IN THIS MATTER 

1.· CREW MEMBERS: COPILOT, DION W. TAYLOR, AND FLT DAT!t 

13 
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o815 
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1957 
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SECURITY a.ASSIFICATION ( 

• JO!NT MESSAGEFORM - CONl .... JAnON SHf£1' 
TJ !'i CLASS I Tt' IED 

I I • 
I • • " • • • • 

;r . ' . 
FROM: 

COMDR ATIC 

2. FLIGHT WAS AT 19,000 FEET , WiillN OBJECT 

RESE.'l'IIB LING LARGE, BRIGET SPOI' LIGHT APPEARED C01AING 
. 

• • 

DI?~CTLY TOWARDS Ail\ Li tTER FROM A F' r::tf HUNDRED YARDS OFF . 

VJ\N WINKJ:.E MADE ABRUPT PULL UP TO AVOID COLLISI ON, 

RESUIJI'I:t-lG IN INJURIES AND HOSPITALIZATION OF A :NUMBER OF 
• 

PAS SEli GERS • 

· · 3. COPILOT DESCRIBED OBJ~T AS RESEMBLING " A 

M.~GNESIUM~LASH WHITE I N COLOR VlJ. TH PALE GREEN TINT ." 

· HOWEVER, CREW INSIST S NCI.I' METEOR. PAN-AM PILOT CAPT ED 
• 

. 

I { • .-

• 

PERRY ON F'LT 269 ABOUT 175 MILES BEHI1'1D · VAN WINKlE STATES 

OBJECT S!EN SAME INST . .ANT • 

fa. VAl'i WINKl<E 1 S RADIO Ri!:PORT OF INCIDENT RELAYED 

~ : .. ) .. ... , . . 

. . 

. !Y.''CAA COMMUNICAT-IONS CENT:ER TO HQS EASTERN AIR DEFENSE 
• 

FORCE. IlfS NEWS BRIR.ASE tmOFFICIAIJ.y REPOR'I'S THAT JOb"!"..,.....-. . - - • . 
INTERCEP'!' AND RADAR AIRCRAF'T F·ROM A SAC FIGHTER BASE IN 

• ' . -
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: 

• . 
REPEAT Ncr!' RECR[ VE!D OFFICIAL UFO REPORT OF INC IDEN'l' • 
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4 APR 1957 

sUBJECT: Letter l3 Ma:- '!J7 from CAS to the J.G, 1 :q USAF. r e: 
Unident.ified ()bjeet Oa30Z, 9 Mar ~7 • .• ~ar 300N -
700W at l9,COO feet 

1. Refennce randum fzora your directorat.e, subj"et 
•• above, . 20 Mar ~7, attached as Tab A is a c,py of the 

Hporl on th1a incident (see Ai Regul.at.ion 20c-2). 
tion baa been furn.lahed ta the Chiei of Staff and 
• 

2. We furlhe:r itltb. the rttporting p roeed.uNs 
foll.owM and b itJ~ a c::Jllation af all r eport. , i 
by both tbe AU TecbJdcal Intelli~e Center and the Air 
ienM, · • Any f\anbn' info,..t.lon resultinq. Mlich is. 
beliaw.l -.f va.lult , .. be • 

. . 
:3 • effiee 11011ld ... lat.en•Uct· 1n ·~ 

of tM d witne• .. • zafent~Cl to .in tbt- C1 
Beud lnta. ef l3 n .oon .. they 

1 Incl 
Tab A • 
Rept)ri. 

• 
• 

• . .• 

• 

•• 
• 

• 
' 

FRAin( J. C:WPEiw 
Colonel USA.J 
Directorate of Intell!aea•• 

DIS!RIBUI'l~: 
• 

I 

• I 

• 

coam INAT I~: 

• 

OIN- lAl; c.,l Opper, __ 
:)IN- L'\ : c, 1 Stewart..__ 
') I N- lX: 

OIN Coord ey 
om x-nf ey 
OIN-lA info ey 
·JDX-lX info cy 
~~X fila cy 

J I: l-lAl embk cy 
'l.d· l.A l stybk cy 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 25 , 0. C. 

11EivDRANDUH FOR DIREGrO~ OF IHrEI.IJGSNCE 
ATTN: kli'ODJ-LE4 

. -• 

~ ... r- ,.., I 
t IJj~ . I I 

; 
/ 

... --·~-_.,.., 

SUBJEGI': CAB Investigation Report Involving Uni dentified ::<'lying Ob,iect 

The attached investigative report 
probable interest to your office. 

is forwarded as a matter of 

1 Incl 
CAB Investigation Rapt 

• • 

• 

• • 
• 

' 

• 

HC':l.\:i:D L . B1~R.I.3Y 
Colon~l , U. s. Air 
SJ<ocutive 

• 

Di.rc ~torato 0f InspA·~t:o:'l 
Tho Inspectol' ·~.::onor.al 
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! 'l ' ') · • · ·1 -.- .:>. r\ r' t ..... , \11 
< I " / .l.\. ' .. \.. 1 • t - , 

J :\ ' ' J ' 1· - t , ' , - l ' ' 
• J ·l ', :: ) ! • ; ' ' ' .: 

} . ., ... . 
t •• ~ 1J 

Over th« Atla ntic Uc~Jn, dp, r oxJ J~dtelv 347 ntuticJ I m ile~ 
s out r ~t-2st of h ~rmudtl, t> . J .I.~ ~1nd approxilllt~lv 7C5 na u tica l 
m t I ~ s e a s t or J a ck s on v j 1 I e , F I c r i d a , l. 11 r c h 9, t 9 5 7 d t o.- 3 0 AS T • 

P~n Am~rl can .'f/or ld AIrways Fli g ht 257, Deuqlas ~-)C-6A, N6260C. 

0 .)m a r:;e:: None 

C r e w : C 41P t cl f ft M • V a" W I n i I c , C op i I o t D • .f • T a y l o r, F I J q n t 
Ei1g incer J. W~shut4, Purser c. E. S l f v~ -no Injuries, 
a i1d st~u-t,.dess Julia S antiago, MJnor fn fu ri ~ s • . 

P a s s ~ n ~1e r s -: a S - I " e I u d f n 9 one i n 1 a n t • · . _. n e s e :r l o u s I n J u r v 
and 22 mfftor ln)urJ~~ reoor t~ d • 

• 

F l fGHT O~TAilS. 
• 

• 

1. ' The fllght lawol•ed d~•rted ldtewJI4 Alrporf. N«• 
'fork, N. T. •t aJ)Jtro•l.,atcly ~345 EST• ~J •rclt a, 1057 o• e 
sc h~dul•tf iourlst tvp~ flight direct to S•tt Jua .. , P. t. •I• 
Tuna JnteracctJoft lftd the Osc•r rowtc. 

• 

2 . The flight ••• cle•rcd o- aft lnstrum~nt F lfQ~t 
'l u I <e s f' l I gh t p I 1 a t o c ru t s c • t 1 a •I t I tude of 19, 000 f"t • 
to Sa n Ju•ft wtth •ltern•tc Bor~nqvien, P.R. 

• 

A. At apo rcx1 rr.•t ely 0~3~T on 3-9-5 7. wh i lc 
cruising at tAe 111lgned attitude Just w~st of lndla-oac•r 
cheek polnt 1 •• ebrupt ell~blng e••alvc actJon ••• executed 
to •void tn ualdcatlf'led flying obJect, whi c h acti o n unsc•ted 
aad Injured d nu•bcr of passengers and on~ er ~ w ~ember fn the 
~lrcraft 1 s cabin. 

!) • T he f I i ·~ h t e o n t 1 n u e d w 1 t ;-. ov t i l ' r ~ I• I>! r s u c h 
dif~i cultv, but at 0554 AS T ~ ~u~ber 4 £ ~ q in~ r~J ! ur~ ~as 
~~ pe rJ~~ccd and the fl fqht co n t lnu~d to San juln ~t a ~o•~r 
alt J+ ud~ .,;t h the i-.! o. 4 p roo e il~r f'ect~ h~ r ~d , !lrl d .J r ri ~cd 
r h .z r ~ ~ t 1221 AS T t h a+ -:: rt h! • 
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I ; 2 v ~ .:1 j I ·:,'\ T I ; .C' I • 

l. T h~ r ti c;h t, <l CCOr d in q t o t h~ C.Jptai n i n vo l v~d-
wa~ i~ Jnstr ume n~ ~ond t t t ons fr o~ the t i m ~ t~~ f i t reache d 
" n .,. t J tude of BOO .f' { . d fteor + SkG! -of f, v nr T l !.., .; t o 'i" \110 .nd 
one-h~ff ho uri l ~t ~r ~t1cn ft r e~ ch~ d c i ea r we•t : er J t G 
p o sltf rm sli a h+J v w~s t of ~ppr oxJmat t? I•J the ) {?ltd . scs r 
c h c e 1: p o J n t fln d ttp p r ox i m a t ,z l y 2 -~ 7 n <l u + l .-; J l r i 1 e s :t n r t h o f 
the point lnvolv~d. 

A. Approximd~ely o ne hour !d te r, aecor d l~q to 
th• Capt•ln involved. whi 1~ the flight wa s cruJslnq In cl ea r 
w~ather at e 19,000 ft. dltltude with most of t h~ p~sscnqcrs 
1sleep• the scat belt sJgn off, and the au trYnatfc p llot ~ n­
g•gcd, •n object dcscrfbcd a~ • dJm oran ge gfo w tmrnediat~ly 
follo•cd by a brll llant ~re~ntsh white l loht. aporoxlmat~lv 
the srzc of an arc llgbt or j~t rnt~recpt~r so ~ ttloht, appar­
ently tr.a.,cllnq fraas west to east t ·n a ri qht ctn q trt collision . 
eov1".st• ••• cbser•cd •for a few seconds• and a h t7t t urned 
ct fmbla.g pu II -up to •vol d a· c:oll J 11 o·tt waa ex~c:u rf! de The 
put 1-vp ••• forcatu·l. according to the C~pta in, tn an etf'ort 
to ove'1)o•cr the lutCM•tlc pJ lot • . whJ c:h cclus«d ti'tt! a ircraft 
to retc.f •lo~catly aad gal" 1500 ft. oF ~~ tltude fn 1 tt;w 
ac~o•d•» ••ktng an a.,r~f ' lcvcllrtg off llcc:e:•s•rv to p r«'f«nt 
stetllag • . . Sigkt. of the obJect ••• said to haw~ beeR lost 
•• to tie ....... ,...~ . . .. . . . 

2 .•.. At the tf•• of t~c accident th~ alr-cr~f't. accordl~tg 
to t!lc al~cf'eft· f . tl gl\.t r•c•~4. ~ ••• •• "aft.aowa dl 1 taoc• west .,.,.·•!1--·of· l•.tl:•r Osc~ c•cct· polat · Oft a. vsapetlc bc•dlAt 
or. 187 • crulel•a at a gr•u•d spca~· of 191 ~. . · 

~ The ••gaelic tr•~ of the Osc•r route J• 177°. 
ladle Oacar ·chea point Is at 29 33' North letf tud•• 69°42' 
~·•t lo••lt•de ••~ tkc lppr .. t•etc posltlo• of t he •lrcr•ft, 
~proxl•etety 50 •II•• west or lndtt Oscar. Ia ~9°!3' Nort~ 
1nd 70~2' Wctt• 

3. The obJect ac dl~g to the FIJ ght E n q ln~er l~vo&ved, 
••• • high tntc•alty 11ght to the rt ght of the Jtrcraft wbtch 
apoc1recl to ••••4 still for •pproal•etciy f our $eCoftdl uatll 
It ••• lett to alght during the cw1slve •etlan. No object ••• 
J.adlcate4 by fbe aircraft'• r1d1r scree~ in th at d ircctloA 1 
accordlag to the Eftglaccr. 1lthovgh the rad•r w•a ~ c•nftiAg 

onr • 1·50 "'' le r ... ge. 

4. The Copilot involv«d was rellqaqcd in -stin g a 
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na ·d ·1J rl o nal tor~n fi~ at the tr r. e o f t h~ dcc?' c ; .)t9 .~~r:-:> r d -. . 
I n 'l t o t h .at .;: r <! \., me rr.b rz r , a ;, d d 1 d n o t $ i n h t i· h z , ! . j ~ r: t ., n ,.::> r 
d J d t h \Z t .~ o c ti b i n a t t ~ n d a n i' s • 

• 

s. Strlt~ r.-~nts r .tce i Je d Fr om l 7 o f r r. ~ 42 )•i ~ S~:'· l-?. i5 
· f r em w h t c h s t ., t v. m ~ n t s ~., 47. r « r ~ q u e s t e d r n d i c :J t e d ~ i. a ~ -1 ! i ~ ~ -
~~pt on~ ·~rt ~ sleep a ~ d o nly on~ awdke ne d in ~ i r ~ 4 o oo ~ ~ ~~~ 
en ob)eet described as a firebal l trav~ll nq no r t h . in~ aw~k ~ 
I I v rt a r o I d p ~ s s e n g e r l n d i c :J t ~ d a s u d d £ n I I :j h t ,., i t h n o d I r tt .:=­
tl o n o1 moverTtent n o ticed. ;g h:za other statem~nts 1re r' (II! C~Iv~d 
t hey w J I l .b ~ for war d ~ rl t o be m 3 d e a t t ~u: h me n t s t o t h 1 s ; c p c r t • 

o. lnvestJ~ati on r~veal~d that the dlrcr~ft Jnvolwed 
and sfJ other flights were on th ~ •av to S in ju 1n o v~ r dpprox­
l••tcly a 266 ~~ le lon q sector or the Oscar rou t ~ at th~ tlmc 
of the accldcn~, as follows: 

• 

A. PAWA F I l gh t 2 I 5 , 
8 • . ~~A Fllqht 215A v 
C • P Aoi/A F I t Q h t 2 57 ./ 
D. PA~A F tight 257~ 
E. • PA~JA f f lght 261 v 

f. lt'•ttsC•rl bt.e•• F t.J gh t 600 ... 
G. EAL Trip 839~ 

• 
. . 

• 

1. · T ere• • .-..ra ·ef • of the sla ot her fll qhts 
~•crwc4 · a al•flar object lt45 brs. cart i «r whil e ~t • 
~otl tJ Ill altcs further aort~ • . 

• 
• f ' 
~ 

• • • • , 
• 

a. N• pcrsoa o• bo•r• the flight R~•r••• ~nd ·~roa­
···••IY 50 •Jics ca•t of the fllg~t r~vol~cd• sJ qbt•d t~ 
ebjcct hawof vcd.· . • 

9. Ia tddltloa to the slghtlagl of the cr•• ~e•bera 
1avolvc4, • tot•t of clq~t ere• ~•bers on five of the sla 
other flights sighted the obJect lavolvcd• ~• followaf 

fIt. 
No. 

tt5 

• 

• 

Approx..Pos. 
I n N • u t I c 1 I· 
Ml I~~ 

r- It Pl•n 
AST M1qc.ctte 
Trmc ~••dlftq A It J tude 

Grou"d 
Scccd 

5 3 "' f •• • • ou t h 
1ad tOO •I lea 
e •• t of f t t. · 
I nvol wed., 

04]0 y--" 186° 

C .ip t • '~ly I a ad : • • " h l t ~ c f! n t ~ f' I i J h t 
grc•ftlsb qto• for 2 or 3 s~conds :o 
t h. • l r c: r 4 r t i n d a r $ a rf' l! i I t ' t IJ ; e • 

• • • 

I • "I~· " •• • ' 

• 

• 

• • 

F t t P t •• 
ISBr: 

~ 'J r ,. o u n d c d b " 
f ~~ rl 1ht or 
\ t l r ~t S 2!Frl'.d 

• 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

, 
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4 • A .. iJ 7 lJ'.I) Z~< A F.. S 57 

::. . i~I GnT 
• 

~ . A. NI A 

• PvT SI T:!. 2 CO ~'it-:0 3RD AAA ~ 

' • ! . . 

- A. CL E:A?. { . 
.. USAF '~' -·x '. ~TATIC ~~ ; ,, r. i. 

• I -

,~~0 - 01 - -.) ~ ~ , Ji) .(j 3 1<1 -.~ i.., i) '~ :1 t 70 '.,2) 

J ,2>0P 00 -- - , .0 u ·.0 J 50 5, oJ ;O . .-.~ . -
.) :J ;) ' ~ : ':;>{) - ,, ... ..., 

r -- ' 5 :_.;>J c 5[) 4 5 

5 , 00·~ .,. 83 ~5 

• 

C, NCL-ii 

L . UNK 
• - NC ~-~E ~ - .. 

• NCI~ ~ 

• NONC.. 

'T o . 

' 

• 

• 

• ' 

• 

• • 
• 
-~ • • 

• • • 

• 

~ ~ 1ST ACWRON SE~I OR DIRECTOR 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
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215 

215A 

215A 

139 . 

• 

( . I 

t o b -! t r a v e I 1 n g ~ a s ~ t ow -l r d a t r c r a f t b u t f i n ·l I t y 
apoe dr z d t o b ~ iravcltn q sout t: e3st ~t ~r~ at s~~ed 
I n Jescending troJi!c tcry and ~ s r~ . .1 r ~~ortl cn d.r c.optld 
cf'f in r~ dd i sh 1 iow, ~n t· i re o:) j <'!c t d ! silpp e.Jr e d • 
.; cz d t h e r a l t h ~ t I r-~ w a $ c ; ~ -1 r :~ n d o " r op o f c I o u d s • 
C f £ ,, r to t he s o u t h "n d ·" e s t w I t h a l i n e o f t h u n d e r­
at or~ s 50 t~ 75 mi I~' east . 

043 0 ./ '7' r;oo ' ft. ? ian 
IS 8!( 

fit. Engln~er Nooslno a a gr~~d with Cdpt. Nyland's 
stat~mcnt dnd that h~ J t first f~lt he sh ouad ~ vsh 
or o~ll the c ontrols in ev~slvc a~tlon • 

• 

94 m 1 1 a • sou t b 04 3 0 v' I a 6 ° 
... d 'co •••• s 
c • 1 t of f' I I gh t 
lnvqlvcd. 

2l ' coo Ftt .P ta n 
~16K 

Copffo!_, G•vgh•a ••• brllif•nt w~it c blue lf qh t fo r at 
lc1st -~•ecoAdt to the rf qht of rh c di rcr dft •t flight 
lcw~l lacr~esl~g I• Jntcaslty end traveling dlr~ctly 
fow•rd the alrerart causJag hi~ to eonsrdcr e•••l•c 
a·ctlon ... . bwt '*teet f'-•• decreesca '" l"t~nsaty, t.,,.Acd 
... t ••• ~ ••ee ~ attghtty. lacr••••4 tpc~4, 
·ttecrcese4· Ia alae, cltH .. 4 te • red gto•, then broke 
l•to s-enr•t dJ at Jact putt ••d dl•·•pc•red .. 

• • 

s s ' v' ' ~~ s 
• 

s 
f I fglat .Eaglacer S•lt .. ••• I on.,, bright green I ala light 
to the rlqht of the elrcr•ft whleh 4cscrlbe4 • slight 
arc d ••rd, tur•cd to a reddish hvc thea broke •P eAd 
ctlsappc.-re.t. 

~ m i lcs north 0430 V' 2 t 0° 
•nd SO ees t of 
flight. Involved. · • 

17,000 Est.t7<X. 

C~pt. G•rrlgea aaw btwlth green ob)eet fr~ soft b•ll 
to b•skct bell alae •I tit tell l~ttgth .. or S tfmcs Its 
dl .. ctcr loc•ted west-southwest o( their alrcrsft and 
tr•wcll•• eestcrly et greet speed"• Smaller b•l I broke 
•••v fr •elft body aftd htd trav~tcd ab0vt h• lf wav 
d o•• t h c t a I I w h e,. a I I d f s "" p ~ a r ~ d • ~9 tJ !l 1 a ,. q ~ r ct ·H.i 
dlff~rent In dpoearanec th•n • ~~t«or tn t ha t f t • •s 
solid •nd not q•seous • 
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600 

261 

161 

ti5A 

215A 

t 
I 

( s t J mat ~.d 9 1 
·m1 tes no rth 
ar.d SO ~d~t of 
r -JJ qh t Jnv. 

• ''·t'>o rox. 
(1430 

, t 

2 r, t oo 

1st Offtccr 'il alsh saw very s mall ~-Jhi fz I J,h t ~n ;J r- ox . 
s o u t h we s t o r ,.., ~ s t - s c u t h w e s t of t ;, ~ I r a i r c r c) f t J ~ I ; ?. v l rJ 
to possf b fy be a J~t aircraft trdv~ting ea ~t . o ecam~ 
greenish wht tc b~ll o f 1 1r~ des'c~ndl ng from ·l b ovc 
thcfr c~ltitvdc. 

Estimated 183 App r ox. 
tn 1 I c 1 nor t h 0 4 3 0 L./" 

•nd 50 east of 
flight Jnv • 

Ftt.Pl Jn 
17.000 

t 70~ 

Capt. Perry saw very bri ght white light wJth qr«cnlsh 
tint for 3 or~ seconds ~poroa. IS O mtlcs soythwcst 
fr~vcllng c•st on • qc ntlc p•rabolic traj~ctory. 

s ... S.tme / S ame 

flight E~-gl er Shceb•• 141W • light db -ut J s b rl qh t 11 
• sho•ttng · st•r bvt wlthovt • t•l l . 

10. · ''• pr:••••• lltlatJ•t• ••r• •• follows: 
. 

46· ••••.• • h 0'2~5 
."."50 .•••• ., • • • 

21.,.000 Flt.Pitrt 
20<X 

. OeJ·t e-oa car d • • 

pf:. : • • 

c._t. 8r••4•1 ••• bright gr••• colored light for 3 to 5 
tc ·tra .. tlag aortla at their altltvdc. Rc•r oortfcut 
fell ofl mtla portloa leevlng red color • 

s~mc s s•"'"• 
flight tftgln•er s~rth ••• long br1qht qr~cnis h whi te 
ll;ht tr~vcllrtg north Jn level tra t~ etor y . T ~r t ,? or t I o n 
dtapped off ••d turned red •• m•Jn portloft continued for 
sb•rt d1staac•, thc11 dla•ppcered • . 

• 

ll. The •••ther conditions aloftg the route •• proJected 
oa the 081100l to 090500Z u.s. Wc•ther 8 ur~su Proqn~stlc Ch•rt 
•ttach~d to the alrer.1f't el.e•rancc J nd J c~t .z :i .1 d rt~p oceiu r~~d 
lo• '" the New Y~r• area and a cold f'r.,nt Q!xtend inQ t--.NE -SS ~ 
aerosa th• rllutc betwcctt ~proxlm•t~lv D~P· a -:)sc•r 06 c heek 
~oJAt ~nd lndJa-Dacar check ooint • 
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12 . A u. s . Air :: o rc«E r e?ort i n,j J c dt e d t h !l~ 11·:l u.s . 
M t I J r .1 r ., a i r c r a f t a r o r ~ e r m f ; i t a r y cp ~ r d t ~ u n ~ ":.I t: r ~ I; ·l i ' ' ~ 
c: ondu ct.-zd i n th« J rea Inv olv ed 11t th~ ti m ~ o ; ti1~ tt C ci d~nt . 

I 3 . c, A A i r T r a f f i c Con t r o I r e co r d s i n r1 r c r.l t .e c! t hut no· 
o th2r eivfl alrcrdft ~~ r~ o~e r afing Jo th e ar~ J i nvol ve ~ 
•>~ thz tf m~ of t he 3cci dz nt. 

i4. A CAB check or u. s . ·~ c dth t!!r B urc~u and ~ & t rooomlc~l 
a 1encies in the ~ r ~a lnv c lv ed Ind icat e d no mete or ~ct i v ity 
at t he ti me or the accident. 

f S • T h ~ a I r c r 1 f t -1 n d c r ~ w t n v o l v e d w« r e~: p r oo e r I y c « r -
tt flcat ~d and the aircraft wa s oropcrlv lo1ded at t h~ tfm« 
of t he deef deeat. 

Ptzrsons p r es ent, or partlclpa~lnq rn t he il'l v~stJ­
~at!on wo?rc: 

c,~ .~ . Aetln g Chlcf Adwlsor, t iJG, K . c. . ··! tdt1nd, ~i i!lr; J, F 1., . 
?A'~IA Spcci61 Asst. • Q')eratf o,ns, T • . J. Townsend, 

Ml •ml • f t 1 • 

• 

• 

t 

. . 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• • c. s. co~tar. 
In ve 1 t I gat or -f "<ll•Y"te 

June .c., t057 
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CIV t l AER ONAUTICS BOARD 
SA FETY BUREAU 

• 
• 

FORM APPROVeD 
BUDGET BCIREAU NO. J9 ·8019 

• PASSEHGER STATEMENT RE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 
• 

' . .. - . ... .. . - -' ..... 

Mr. Jos~ J. Moux 

lSI Nicolas Jlmen~z • 

Cavev, p .• R. • 

Dear. sIr: • • • 

• 

--------~PLLA~'N~Au_ ______________ ~------------- records indicated that you were a passen~er 

ati oa rrt a P A WA Do u g II s DC -d A § I r e r a f t . , _N:....:.:::6.:2:.::6;..::0C;.;:... _________ _ ' n ip;ht _2 __ 5_7_ from 

_ _..,:N....;..::~~w;;.._Y..;...;::o;.:.r..;;k;..__ , --=-N.;..:.;..__Y;....:.. ____ , to 
~vaslvc action 

__ S;..._a_n_-=-.t~u_a_n _____ , ____ P_.:....__R_•:...... ______ , that 

'1¥ 89 i nvolved in anlaeetdent on . 3-9-5 7 • 

The Civil ~ronauties Board is conducting an investi~ation of this accident, and it will be 

• . ~ .. . 
• 

appreciated if' you rill subat't. a written statement on th•. back or this letter to in~lude. the 
Wh~ther or not . you obs•rved a• unldcntfffcd flying object . 

rollowing: (1) Will•~ . 'AI!' Jltla• ~~·~~X*f.,~Wcki;JpJtMpc~~M:•&Ufe. 
t2l Color~ dlrec-tloa· of'. ~ movcm•nt · and how tong In sight If obsarwcd ·· ~ 
lt«<& ... ._t&J'I ~XIDAW!u'JL (3}• any-. ~currenees .. w~ile . on board which 111i'ght;. have apneared 

unusual to f.Ou prior* to and du~tng the accident (' the wcat her eond' t I Oftt 
Any oth~r lnfor•atlon that mlg~t be helpful In dct~rmlnlng 

ci> the I dent r tv of the ob) e ct . 
' ' • I • 

, 

'l'he Civil Aeronautics Boardt a Federal agency, is charged by an act of Congress with the 
• • • 

investigation or accidents involving civil aircraft and your statement is necessary in order 

. -
that the Board mi~ht have the benefit·or your observations in conducting the 1nvest1~ation. 

A Government postage-free envelope, addressed to the appropriate regional office of th~ 

C1v11 Aeronautics Board, is enclosed f o r convenience in returning your staten~nt. 

/s/ C . S . C o1 1dr 

~!Cf~~'~fiXUF£TY 8UIIE AU . CI V IL HR O:U U11 CS BOARD 

• 

• 
• 

C. S • Co I I d r • I n 11 e s t i Q ·t to r -1 n -c h a r gc 

• 

' • 

• 
• 

I . • 
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I 
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• . 

t • • • 
Ap r f r 26~ 1957 

DATE . 

' vi"a s awake I ook in g thr ough t ht? w r ndow ~ 0 my • ~ h t whP. n • ( I 
• . 

• . . 
s udde nly shortly be for~ the pI a nz bum~ed I 

. 
li gh t • saw a 

• . 

. 
s or.;e_t r f n ·J thdt pas s ed by r d o i d I v bu ~ I c ou. I d n o t f de nt f fv very 

any pa rt l cu I a r t h (;, g . ( 1 t r em inds me a room lf gh te d • 

suddenly out of dee p dark ness), 

. I ~giJ IJQ t t ~ I I t b~ direct leo Q£ l~ bate~zc pcoduced t -be £lace • 
• 

!be I I g.b t ).'1 s1 s cat bee s o ft. . I t \'l s1 s I i k e 11 It gh t prcduced 

by t be comrroo electric bul b s. The wh o le thing pdssed I i ke 

f J.:u f.\ 
. 

• . • 

lsi J OS rz J • ~Aott X 
. 

. ..- . 
• . 

• • . . . . . . 

Wftness: 
. • . . . 

' - . . 
• . • • . . • • • •. • • • • • . 

I 1: now·; Jose J •-' Moux ~ aged I ~ years, son.e of- a · • . 
• - . . 
-t:~ ... !:• ~ • . ,. .. . . .. . . • • • • I · ~ 

. . . . . • • . • • • - . _.,.._. 
. 

friend ·or: m.i ne-. 1 wrote f o ,..-:. h f m· what· :. fic•~·t-o-1 d . ,. :f:.-.. -!;. .. . "' .. .. •..r • ~ • • . 
• . • . 

m~. In Spanish. • • 

• ;t· • • 
• 

- . :' .. , 
• 

Is I 
F I ~¢stltuto Bad I I I o 

P,Q. BQx 1014 
. . 

Cayev, E 11 e c t a ~lc:c . . 
• 

• 

. 

• . 

• 

• • . 
. • . • . 

• 
. 

• 

. . 
. 

SIGIUT UIIE 
• . 

. (ll u add j tion11.l p•p~ r if nece« s ar y • s i 1n 1 ., t pa~e). 

' 

• 

• 

·• 

• 

. 

. 

• 

. 
• . 

• 
"· 

- . 
• . ,,~: 
. 

~ ~· -

• • ~ .-. 
. ~ 

. 

! 
I 
• 

I 

• 

I 



• 

• • 

• • .. 
• ' ~' O R I.I C AB-~58 

·(j - .:4-U(jl 

• 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD 

• 
SAFET Y BU RE AU 

FOH.II A PPROVED 
B UDG E T Hl' R E A U ·:o . 39 · R O I 9 

I 

I 

l 

• PASSEHGER STATEMENT RE A I RCRAFT ACC I ~-E~T 

• • J : ( tc .. B~.rr! 

- • 

- . _ .. . 1--· r• 

Mrs. Altagracla Castro Apr i I 16, 195 7 

4 7 ·2 0 4 0 t h 5 t • I Ag t • I c I 

s,,nnyslde, long Island CJtv, N.Y. 

De ar ________ ~M~a~d~a~m~:~---------------------------------------------
• 

------------------...JPI....L:AuW:u:A;:l.________________________________________ r e cords ind l c a ted that you we r e a pa_<; se nge r 
• 

' 
ab oa ret a P AV1/A 0 ou g I a 1 DC -6A a i r e r 4 f t . , _---.;N;....;...;;;.6...;;;:2:...;:;6...;0C;...;;;_ __ _ , Flight ---=2:..:5~7rrom 

• 

was 

Nc w York · , · N. Y • , to _...._:S....;;":..:"~ .... J-..:::u=-a=n-- , --~P-.;.-...:..::R:....~ • ...._ ____ , tha t 
evasive action 

i nvolved i n an iceicte n t on 3-9-5 7 
• 

, a t approx. 4:30A.M. • 

• 

The Civ il Ae r onau t ics Board i s · eonrlucting an investi~ation of thi s acc ident, and it 'f ill be 

appr e c i a t ed if you will s ub•it . a wr-it ten statement on the baclc of' this letter· to include the 
· Whether or not you o~s~rvcd an unidentified flying obJect 

following: (1 ) .. &JtiNI XGN~JIIIt•• •!l)t.a X l(a)X1Ctal& ••tnx ·Jt··~Jl~XtncQlata.•. 
(2) Color., dlrcctlo~ of mov~mcnt and how long 1n sJght If observed • . ~ 

nii'lllt.X_. Xltlltba' . ..XJml~ . (t:i. any ~;~~rences while on board which migh t have a ppeared 

unusual t o you, prior to and during the . ace i dent, (af __ T~hu«L-~Ww«~a~t4b~cLLr___.c~o~nud~l~f~J~o~nuiL-------­
Any otbcr Information -that might be hclpfut In dctermln.lng the 

<65 J dent I ty of the object. . 
' 

• 

, . 

. . 
The Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act or Congress with the 

i nvestigation or ac cidents i nvolving; civ il airc r a ft and your s tatement is necessary in order 

. 
t h a t the Board mi~ht have the benefi t of your observations in conducting the inves tig a t i on • 

• 

A Government postage-free e nvel otJe, addressed to the appropriate regional office or t he 

Ch il Aeronaut i cs Board, is e ncl osed f or c onv'!nle nce in returning your s t a t emen t • 

• 

/s/ C . S • Co I I a r 
C IICti~X~II~· SAFET Y !I UilEAU, C IV ll ~ i R O!IA UT I CS SOARD 

~ 

C • S • Co I I a r 1 I n '' e s t i q a t o r - t n -c h d r q I! 

(Us ~ rever ~ e s i de f o r 9ta te ment ) 

' ' 

... ' . . 

• I 

I 
• 

• 

• 

• 



I 

\ 

• 

• 

I 

, 

. . 

• • 

May 2, 19')7 
• on£ 

C f ¥ I I A« ron au ~ 1. c $ S o a r d • 

Safety Bureau 
·Att.zntioo Vc. c:. s. Collor - I n v~ $ t I g at c r- i n.-c b a~ gil 

, . 

• • 

I n r c s p o n s: e t o v o y r I n q '.J I r y d a t ~ d A.p r I I I·O , l Q 5 7 

regardTng the pass en ger fl tght No. 257" (3/9f57) PA,:vA 

0 ou o I as DC -6A AT r craft from Ne w York to S d n 'j:u an a 

Puerto Rico, I make the foflowlng observ~trons: 

I dtdn't observe any untdentlfted flying o b ject. 

· E.v~r'!lt h in~ se~med to be no rmal orior t he: ev g;slve 

• • 

• 

. . . . . 

I ~ "'' f -•• • 
• • I 'Ill 

• 

• 

• 

The weatb?.r cooditioos w~re, at t h c1 t ! I r.-e • • j n t De 

favorable side • • 
... 

• • 
.. . .... . . . . ..... . . , .. ' 

• • 

• 
• ... . .. • • • • • • 

Alttgrac(a CastrQ tMcs.J 
• 

/s/ Alta~racta Castro 

SI GUT U!IE 

. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• . 

• 

I 

' I 
• 

r 

. ., 
. I 

I 
I 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

{ ~OR ~ CAS-Il58 
-\) <lf - Uc3) • 

( 
' CIViL AER OtiAUTICS BOARD 

SAFETY BUR EA U 

FORM APP ROVED 
BUDGET Dli RE AU ~0. J9 -R0 1 9 

Mrs. Grecla Calero 

47-20 40tb St., · Apt •. IC 
. 
I 

Sunnyside, Long Island Cltv, N.Y. 

C i _,q Ae zo.1autics BOd%d 
? .a.:e6x931 · 
Miami lnternation.al AL.-p<.)rt 
Miami 48, Florida 

Ap c I I l 6• 19 57 

Dear. ________ ~M~a~d~a~m~·~·--------------------

. 
----------·P~A~w~· ~A~----------------------------- records indicated that you were a p~~s~nger 

• 

• I 

aboarrl a P AV./A Doug I as DC -6A a I r c r .a f t . , --.a..:N~6 ..... 2-..:6..,_0C~~...-.--- , Fltp;ht 257 f'rl)m 
. I 

, I 

_-..:..N..:.e;:....:.;;w~Y:...o~r..:::k:.___ , N • Y • , to ____ _.;;;.S...;a~n..;.......:.J...;u_a;;;_n;_;__ , __ __;.P_.:;.. _..R--•::________ , that. 

cv•sJvc action 
was involved in an/aeei~ent on 3-9-5 7 , at _....:a::.:O::;..O=-:..r....:o::;.;:x~, -~;...;:;...;3~0;...._;.AM..;;:.;..; ____ _ • 

• 

The Civil Aeronaut~cs Board is conducting an investigation of' this accident, and it wilt be 

• - -. . . 
appreciated tr .. l'ou will sub111it a written statement on the back of this letter to include the 

Whcthcr .otr ".ot ;vou oba•rv•d · •n unldcntfffc·d flying obJect 
following: <t > ~~l.l!llllll~8cl ~MM•~-~MMP • ~·M~~~NHI,AI~X.~ ~c.'rttlaJtJlleJlX · 
t2) Color.: -dJ·rcc.tJ.on .of· IIJO¥emcnt arad how .tong IB slgh~ lr_~ obs.c:rvcd . .- .. :·· . 

l'liiM:.X ........ , X(i any ~1:~rrenees· while on board which might have appeared . 

un us ua 1 to you, p r 1 or to and during the aec tden t, ( dt _T.:....;.h;...;:e~..;.;w...;:c:::....=4....:.t...;h..;..c:..:..r __ c:=o....:.n::...d::.·...:..l-'t~l .::::O...:..ft;...;:l=--__,.. __ 
' 

Any other Jn(ormatJon that might be helpful In determining the 
<5> Identity of the object. • 

The Civil Aeronautics Board, a Ferlerlll agency, 1s charged by an act of Congress with. t.he 

lnvestigation or accidents 1nvo~v1ng civil aircraft and your statement is necessary in order 

that the Board mi~ht have the benei'it of your observations in conducting the 1twest1gat1on. 

A Government postage-free envel<Jl)e, addressed to the appropriate regional of'fice of' the 

Civil Aeronautics Board, is e nclosed for c onvenience in return1n~ your statement. 

/ s I C . S. Co I I dr 
' t 

C~l~ ;c,XJCtft~, SlfCTY 3UAEAU . C IV I L HRO!O UT I : S BO lAO 

C • S • Co I I ~ r 1 t n v ! s t i :; .J ~ o r -I n -c h d r g e 

( Uo c r e ver ~~ ai d~ fo r ~ t Bt emen t ) 

I 

... 

L---------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
• 

I 
I 

I 

.\ 
• 

l 
l 

' ' 

• 
I 
l 

I 
' I 

• 



• 
I • 

~--------------------~~ \ 
I 

I 

• .. 
• 

.. ..... 
• j •,; c)l{ 4 , 195 7 

0 ATE 

Clvfl A ~Z ronautlcs Bo ard 
Safety Bur eau 

• 
A ~ t ~ n t t o n M r • C • 5 • C o I I a r - I n v ~ s r i c; a t o r - i n -c h a r g ~ 

• 

Dear S I r: 

t n r espon se t o your i n gu T r y dated A'J r f I 16 , J 9 57 

r ( ~a r d i n g t o t h e p a s s e n g e r: f I i Q h t No , 2 S Z f 3 I 9/5 7 ) P Av'/ A 

Dov2las DC - 6A Atrcraft f rom New York t o San Juan, Pu e rto 

R I co, I rn a~ e + he f o I I ow l n g ob s e r vat J on s : 

I d{dn 't s~e aov un id en tified flying ob)~ct, 

E. ve.rytblng sezmed t o be. n ormal prjcr the eyaslvg 9ctJ o n • 
• • • 

Tbe wzatb ·zc cooQit Ie o s wzre , at that ti me , i n th e 
• 

. 

--------------~f~a~v~o~r~a~b~l~~~--.~s~I~w~~~~-----------------------------------------------------

• 

.. 
t • * t I• • • 

• • 
• • 

' . 

• 

• 

IC ,., 

• • • • 
. . 

• • 

0 

• 

' 
, 2 

• 

'Is/ Gre ct • Ci t'cro 
• 

~ • r I. « • . 
• • 

- . 
• 

t M fs s J:: : .... · ' ,.Gr' ~ra Ca I ~ro 
• • 

• • 

• 

SI RW.lTUitE 

• . )._. . 
• • 

• 

• 

• • • 
• • 

• 

• • • 

. i 

• 

• 4 -

• - .. 

• • 

I 
I 

I 
! 

. . 

• 

I 



• 
• • • 

r-----·------------------------~~ "-------------------~"· ·--------------------~ • 
• 1Fu R~ CAB-458 

• 
CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD FORM APPROVED 

BUDGET BCIREAU NO. J9 .ROI 9 ' 1) - .::4 -4-81 SAFETY BUR EAU 

I 

I • 
I 

I 
• 

! 

I· 

' 

I 
• 

• 

. 

• PASSENGER STATEMENT RE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT • 
' 

w .• _ . ''" , 
}.J • • <;.' I ...<. u t ,')d t tHY 

• 

C" :: : l f:.. :. • '1n ;u1tict1 ;3o.,.·rd 
:·. 0. --~o : 931 

{ r · .. 'a· . ~ ~ . :: ! .. :! :_-;_. a -z . ')..!.?~.: .t4..!A";J<J.._ 
. 
Ap' r·l f· -.. , ,; ~ .::-;( 9 57 

Apt. 7054, Ganlo Obrero 

De ar. _____ S~t~r~:~---------·----------------

• 

~ A'::I.A records indicated that you were a passenger -
ahoa.rrl a PA\/./A Doug I as DC-6A atrcr4ft , N6260C 

' 
Flight 257 t'rom 

~!Jl :tock ~. !. 
. S an Juan P. ~. 

' 
, to ' 

, that 
c·vaslve act Jon 

was involved in ar/ sec ident on 3-9-57 
' 

at app r ox. 4:30 A. M. • 

The C!vil Aeronau~ics Boa~ is conducting an invest i~ation of t his accident, and it ~111 be 

~:::m re·ciated if you l'lill submit a written statement on the back of t his letter to include the 
· · Whether or not you observed an unldcnt If led f lvlng obJect . . 

foJ to~ing: (1 ) ,.,~,..fJicllii"""~'~M' ~U I.MMI,• I M ~Wftl* IM ~~.l:tf X~JC 'l~JM'~JA­
C2 l Color. direction of movement and how long In ~lght If obacr~ed 
~- ........ JbJ-=».leKXtllll ft~}C <i any occurrences while on l>oarti which might have appeared 

··-
unu.-.ual to you, pl'ior- to a.nd during the accident, <6 t bt we at .her con d I t 'on I 

Any other tnFor~atlon that mfght be h•lpful In dctcrmtnfng the 
. ' 

(~ Identity of tbc ob)cctt . • 

The Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is cha.-ged by an act of Co~ress wt th the 

i nvest igation of accidents involving c ivil aircraft and your statement is necessary 1n order 

tna t t he Board mi~ht have the benetit of your observations in c onducting t he inves tigation. 

. A Government postage-free envelope, addressed to the a'J)propriate r egional oftice ot the 

Civil Aeronautics Board, is enclosed for convenience in returning your statement • 

• 

/s/ C. S . Co ll ar 
~~~~lt~AllsAF£T 'f BUREAU. CIVIL HROIUUTIC$ 80ARD 

t! • • 

• • l•· 
. 

• . !. * ::1i 
. t .";: ..... "' " "' ... • • • • . 

• 

C. S • Co l I a r, t n vest i 1 d t o r -1 n -c h a r qc 

t 

.,.,_ . ..: 

• • 

! 

I 

• • 



• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • 

• • 

(SECURIT Y I NFORMA TION- wh~tn lillor! in) 
• ~ • 

(Luavu blank) COUIITKY 0~ ORIGI~ - ,.. . 
llSl\ 

R£POKT NO. 

IR-1-57 
• 

AIR INTELLIGENCE ·INFORMATION REPORT 

AGalCY OF ORIGI~ 

T':l.rsctor .... t :! 
., . .\ L''O ~ .:; t 13 Ill .t\.0 ~ ., .. ., • 

• o:: 
s • 

SOURCE OF INFORMATIO" 

... .. ---~ -· ~ ~ ._, 
v - - . 

DATE OF REPORT 

J1 Har ch 57 
• 

• OAT£ OF INFORMATION ---• T , -. 9 ,::!'(;:1 J f 

EVALUATION 

---·------------~------------------------~ 

t-----·-------------- - - ·--- ----

I 

l 

SUaJECT 

)r-idcrr':.i 7'i~d !"l.y ln:; object 

• 

• 
• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

4 lHCtS. 

1.. Sta t..ssent -oy Capt 
2. II " Ha.j 

3. II 11 J1aj 

k. II II Capt 

• 

• 

• 
• • • 

- . 

• 

• 

• 

,; 

• 
• • 

• 
• 

-

• 

• 

• • • • 

• 

• 

n S':'it!BuTIO:'i BY ::fJtWa 46Q2d j~l . -- ·­ - - - ----. --- ---- - -- ----
to D/I. HEID)AJ' . • 

to Comdr !TIC . 
• • ..,-~- J.t.rott AI~ ·----- - -- - -- -

'.'HR'IING: r•.,. document cont:uru inlor rn• t•on nil.,c, t/n~ thlt nacitlr't~ l cJefo nM o l rh• United S t ac;u WIC h an c .,., m - n.·n, oi t h e e.,;_ 
... ·- c...w •. Ta•J .. ra. (.; s. c .. 5.-tct ion 79J .s n d 794 . I u tr 1n •m, s •on o r rh e r•v~ l.3t:un of i a ~on:ent.- in any m ... nner to •n Ur14tUtho ri- d 
p - r,. ·l ~ ?rnJu ~, . ,. ,J j y law !r ."ndf not bot r•or uduc• J •n y }1ole o r in ~rr . !)y o u 't• r th~<n 'J.-.z~-.1 .3ra r• • ,, ; ,. :''orCA -"41f•nc•·-. -oepf ~ 
J<e r r.· .... ,,., ,,, ';., Lt•.-cror o i ln:ell•~•nce, ~SAP. 

AF '< ~I"'..Act:S ~F FOq "4 l' :-<>ART I. 
I )Uit 4&. W'< tC14 '-4AV BE US£0. 

' 
~ 
i 

I 
• 

I 
• I 
I 

• 
I 

I 

I 
I 

. l 
I 
i 
I 
I 

I 

. 
• 

I 

j 
• 

I 

-
• 



• 
• 

• _, 

~ I • • • . 

-

I rrust J nform you t hat I did n o r 
• • 

even though I a drn l t t hat t he a l r n 
I 

- r ap f d l y . 

• . 

• 

. 

. -
. 

. 
• 

• 

-

. 

• -• • - -

. 
• • 

• 
. . • . 

• 

. 
• 

• . r • 
• • • 

. . . - t' . ,. , -~ • . • • . . 
• • • • • . . , •• ' • • .... •• ~ • 

. .. • ... • .,. • 
• 

• • . 
-. • • -. . 

. 

• 

• • . 
• 

. 

; 

• 

• 

• 

. 

• 

• 
• . 

• • 

. (II ' e 11ddl tl ona J pllper if necess~try • 

• 
• 

• 

/ • 

' 
• 

Ma y 8 , 195 7 
~ 

GATE 
• 

s e~ an y 
f ' 

• 1£ I ng ob l e c t d t a I I ~ 

I an e l os t <'l I t • t ude I V:.! cy 

. 

. 

• 

• 

• . 

-
• 

;. 

~ • - .. • • • . • • • • - • • . ,-- ~~· ~ • .. ._. ' . . • • 
.- ..... .. -- ...,. ...... •<. • .. 

• . 
• ~.'' .. ,.. .. .. . . . . • . 

• 

. • • . 
• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Is !.. l ~ ~~ c::: o R ~ 11sra • 
I ' • 

SIS li.\ TUH 

a i •n laat P• 4• )• 

• 

• 

. 

-

-

• 

. . 

. 

. 

. 

• 

• 

. . 
• .,. . . -
• . -. 
' I 

• 

I' 

I • • 

I 
I 

• 



, • 

FOnt. C.l&-458 
1;..: .-u aJ 

' 

• ,. 
• 

·- . • - ·"' . 

-------·-·-·--.~· --------------~( 
CIVIL AE RONAUTICS BOARD 

SHET'r 8UREAU 

• 

-----~--------------------~ 
FORM APPHOVED 

BUDGCT BfiREAU vo. 39-R0%9 

• PASSENGER STATEMENT RE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT .. 
r--------------- Bureau oi'Saf~tY · 

• 

-

• 

• • 

• 
. 
' • 

Mrs • . R1 ch.ard T. R~ddJ ngtoo 

64 CorwJn Rodd 

Rocbest~r 10, N. t. 
• 

Civil Aeronautics Boatel· 
t'. C. Rc·:-: 931 

• ·~h· .. ,i 1;- '"'r: ati ~ .l ."' l Airport 

, 

. . 

• • 

Dear. ____________ ~N-~~a~d~a~m_:~-· ------------

• 
~ •• '. 

• 
• 

--------------~P~AuWuA~---------------------- records indicated that you were a passenger 
• • • • 

. ' • 

aboarrt a P A WA Do" g I a s DC •M a i r c r a£ t .. , -· _ ...... N ...... 6=2..::6=-0C::;..;:._____ , Flight 251 f'rom 
• 

• 

N c w . Y or k , N ~. Y • , to __ .;;;.S~a:..;n.:__.:J...:u;...;a::....;.;.n __ , ___ ___;,P_.;;.. __ R_·~----- , t ha. t 
. evasive action 

. was involved in .anfoecident on 3-9-57 , at __ ...:a.::::::>;..::O~r_o=x-=.,__4..;...;,: ...;;:;3~0:;,_:A._M;,..._. ___ _ • 

, . The Civil Aeronauties Board 1s conducting an investi~ation of this accident , and it ~111 be 
• • 

• -
·.-pnreelated ·u·· you will submit a written statement on the back of this letter to inclurle t he 

• .. · Vl"at."'r .. or· not. you. . obscrvcd an ; unld~ntlfted flvfng obJ~ct 
· ~ • • • .... 11: • · ....... •• • • - • • • 

. · tc..]Jowri~: . <1> a;U,J ~UIM~.tt,,XXtifx.JI,It!IIM~~~x~¥~'M~IP 
• . · 12·,. f;olo~· .dlr.cc.tlon of "'ov~mcot . eDd how long In sight· If obst:rvcd 

.;... . Jhi~¥'~Xft~Xfttlgl:•}l (,a any: ~~~rrences whHe on boarti which might. haver appeared 
f • .:. tl .. ,: • t-j• , ' '• ~ "f . • L ' • 

~ ... ~~.t; ·~: •. ~:1°~:1~~!th~,~h~riir~.3i~~· ~-~;::: hr~ ~;~~ :!: ~~ :·g t lie • 
•• , . .. 0 .... ·. • .. - {I . f d c n t f t y of' t h c o b J .. c: t . 
. 

' . • . • 

Tbe Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act of Congress with the 
• 

, ... · ' : 1nv~stigat1on of accidents involving civil aircraft and your statement is necessary in order 

.. ~ . . 
that the Boa~ mt;ht have the benefit of your observations in conducting the !nvesti~a t lon • 

• 

• 

.. . ~ 
. . A ~O'Yernwnent postage-free envelope, addressed to the appropriate regional of"fice or the . 

' • • 
. 

Civil Aeronautics Board, is enclosed for conVenience in returnin~ your statement. . . 
• 

• • • . 

• 

• 

. . 

. . 

• 

. .. 
. . 

.. 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

I I c ,.,., ,... . I I s • v •• ~t> 8r 

"'1'e:f~)l"'~XSAFETY BUREAU, CIVIL HR O IIAUf iC~ 80.\110 
C. S. Collar, lnve sti :d tor•Jn-<:harg~ 

(U se re ve rse ~ide for st•tement) 

, 

' 

I 

• 
' 

• 

• 



{Th e re s z r v t c ou r t e s 'I ""not h ing. 
• was . n o c ~ ··- n o • 

• 
• 

• 

= 

• 

= 

.. 
• . . . .. 
. . • 

.. 

• 

• 

.,. 

. . 

• • • 

l 86 ~ '+ 

. 
•• ·l } p d Q:) 'i' Qrons. · i Q l ,:J pq _t ( ' . 

' . I • 

. Apr I I '?6 , 195 1 = 

DH£ • 

Yes, I was c'l pas s.en ge r on t J-ja t fatE:£u! . p lane, I atJd wou ' td • bz • 

wl II r ag to say tb a t op one saw a o vib l O;J • f t b t1 d b ee o n ou r l n d 
' ...... 

r a i n when we l•f t ~ - Y .C .• and t b ts was 3.30 N.Y. C ity tl me . I b~ 

pion~ was da r k e ned aoq we y/ere all asi Qep. 'W h ~ o t bts terribly 

eve r ytb J n g an t he p I an •z (on l" g gage r a r \: s) 

':' i s t .h r a w a & b t t m 'I b e a d o o t be r a c k a b a v e • · 1'\1 a o o e b o t be r e d -
to announce anything or explain anythi ng . There ~1 as a gene r_al 

feeli ng of pantc on the pla·ne . V'lhen t he t. nd t v f dal l iqh ts we nt 

on e , . o n e a t a t I rr e - s om e w ~ r e d on n t n g t h e i r I I f e I .a c lc e t s • 
I 

. 
I fel t t h~. pla ne was out of co ntrol - when on e ho s tess rushed b y 

• • • 
• 

I as k~d he r . 8 .. sh~ dtdnt know Csh~ said) & neve r exolaf ned f u r fr~ ~r • 
• . . 

Af -t~r - a good tO min. an an.n ou n cem~n t wa s ma d e : " I t hough t 1 

sa w an other p!aog Jn my path ' & swerved to avoid It. 1
' By t b(O 

~ ' • 

o·o one ,bad iov c:onffde n<:e Jn thtt plane or pj lot_, r'-lo one 
• 0 • • 

. 
. . -
• 

• 

.... . . ., .. 
"' \ 0 " 

.. .. .. .... . .. • 
• • . . ' - .. 

plane & no on( slgpf all nlte. I was bboroughly dfsQuSt(dl 
• • • • 

• ' . 

• 
/s / Ma r te W, R~dd ln g t o n 

• I ( r/r 

• 

One ~ngf ne Qave out hdlf way • . Thls was announced 2fter a u 4 

- ' 
( ---The> b o dy of t he h o sh~ss oass e~ge r n ot iced Jt, 

) - ,.. 

f v in ~ i n t h e 

af sle was a dlsm al sl oh t be lie ve me l 
e; 

• 

• 
. . 

• • • 

S IG U TIJH 

• • 

• 

, 

-
• 

• 

I 

I 

l 
• I 
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• 

• . . 
• 

• • 
FOq ., CAB-458 CIV~L AERO NA UTICS BOARD POR.\1 APPROVED 

B UDGE T B (I R E AU VO . 39 · RO 1 9 

• 

• 

• 

• 

5AFETY BUREAU 

• PASSENGER STATEMENT RE AI CRAFT ACCIDENT 
• • 

D. E. Skinner 

I OS Bu r t · S t • I 

• 

• 
• • 

• 

~ 

• . , .. , ... ,.., - . 
• 

Apr I I 

• 

• -.-· - de 
16 , 1957 

Dear--~S~t~r~: ________________________ ___ 

• 

______ ___.PL.A~~.,.A;.;a_ ____ , ------------------- record.s i ndicated that you we r e a pa...~ senJ!;er 

a board a PAWA Douglas DC-6A aIr c.r aft ., _ .... N..,6_2~6=0C.:.-____ , Flt~h t 2 57 f'r om 

..JNuuc~•--~Yuo...,r~k---- , N • Y • , t o 
cv-asfv.c action 

__ _.S ....... a...,n..__.j.Mu_..a .... n....___ , _-..~P~-........-R~-~------- , t hat 

wu involved 1n az/accident on 3-0-57 , a t _ _...:a~o:::..,jp~r..;:o~x=--...:..4....:;.:..:3:..:0~A:....:.:.;:M.;.... ---- -- • 

The Civil Aeronautics Board is conduct!~ an 1nvest1~at1on of this acciden t , and it wil t be 

appreciated it you will subld t a written statement on the b ack of t his le t t e r to l ncluc1e t. he 
· • .': Whet."r or •o•· you observed •n unidentified flying ob)ec:t 

followJ .. ; (1) aiM a• ftXttlaW»h X x(l)c Jratlt""'&• ,--~X ...... 
(2) Color, dl·rac,lo• ·of _~novc1ncnt •nd how long In tl ght If obs~~vcd •••• •••• •••qwa ... wac._.. (i) any oecurrences while on board which Jnight .. h«Ve appeared 

• • 
• • ~ . 
• 

. .. ... 

' unusual to ~ou, PTior to ard din-ins the aecident, 
Aay other .lnform•tlon that might 

S> · ·t 'dcattty of t be ob J• ct • 

. -
(~ the •cathcr condition• , 
be helpful In determining the 

The Civil Aeronautics Boa.rd, a FedeJ"al agency, is charged by an act ot . Co~ress with the 

·· investlptfon or accide~ts involving c ivil aircra~t and your s t a t ement 1s necessary i n or de r 

that the Board mi~ht haYe the benefi t o f your obs ervations in conduc ting the 1nves t1~a t 1on. 

A Go.ern1nent postage-free envelope, addressed to the apl)ropr1ate r eg i onl\l office of' the 

Civil Aeronautics Board, is enclosed f or c onvenie nce tn returnin~ your s t atement • 
• 

• 

• • 
• /s/ C. S . Co l l a~ • 

-

• )tMI.OC.Xft·~· SAF ETY 

C. S. Co I I a r • 
BU REAU, C IVI L lER O MJ UTIC~ 8 04RO 

S n v e stt ,a ~ o ~- tn-chd r g~ 

!86-+1+ 
• 

• 
• 

• • • 

• 

I 
l 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
• 



• 
I 

• 

-
. 4/26/57 . 

DATE 

No d .~ f I o j· t e · ob J e c t s o b s e r v «! -1 ; 
" 

··';} ~ '' t b :z r : 0 C I e. <1 r & s t u r s au t • 

Glutsb li ght unde r ·p ta oe -~4 :30AM 3/9/57 

/s/ D. E. Skinner 

I 05 Bu rr St. 

Fairfi e ld, Conn • 

• 

• • 

, 

• • • .. 
f • • • . . \ ·. .. .... " , .. ~t-: 'L ,.. Ji . .. '~""-' . 

• 
• • 

• • 

• 
I 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

;, . ' f • I 
'\ ·- '\ 

'.) 

• 

I 

• 

• 

- . . ,. . ... 

• • 

... . ~ - • • 
• 

• 

• • 

. 
I 

S!GU TU H 

• 

• 

• 

. 
• • 

. 
• 

•• 
• 

-• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
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-
• , 

I F OR M· CAS-Il58 

·~ -.: ~.~ - .. ~ · 

• 
CIV rL A£R ONAUT ICS BOARD 

SAFETY BU RE AU 
FORM API'NO VED 

BUDGET 8 1/REAU ,·:o. 3 ?-RO l 9 

• PASSENGER STATEMENT RE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT . ~ ; 

( • • • 
'- ' ) " \ l I ~"1' r- t J - .i 

,j ' • ... '-" -'." ......,-..._ ''--o \ 
• 

• 
(.f;· .. :.._i • · _. -· ,· ion al -<~- - .1. . . . .. ...... "' .. ... ."i_" ... .!. \. 

Mrs. Anne Hobler Apr J J. 161 l95 7 • 

162 Inwood Ave., 

Upper Wontcl4lr, N. J. 

Dear.~--~M~a~d~a~m~: ______________________ _ 

----------~~~A~·~~A~---------------------------- records indicated that you were a p~~sen~er 

a.b oar rt a e A .;ifA 0 au g I a s DC -6A a I r c r: a£ t . , --L.:I':!IJII6Uii2u.04JOC~---- ' Flight 251 from 

wa s 

New York , N. Y • , to 
evasive ac:tlon 

involved in ar/acc1dent on 3-9-57 

_Sol.-'laun.L.......,jJuuL.IIa .... n..__ __ , _ _.P-.~2~·---------- , that 

, at app rex. 4:30 A.M. • 

The Civil Aeronautics Board is conrtucting an investi~ation of this acciden t, and it will be 

. 
. appreciated if" you will subWiit a written statement on the- back of tb1a letter to include the 

Whether or not you obscr•cd an unidentified flying obJect 
f ollowing: (1) 10••••• ••• n,.n·•fAx•a•xiW •• j:WxWl~IW'tr -

• t2t Color,. dtrc1:tJoa of ~·cmcnt and ·how ' long In tight If obacrvcd ntt•«••a.. X ... ~) any occurrences while- on boa?d which might ha.v& appeared 
' ...... .. ... 

• 

unusual to you, 'Prior to and durin@ the accident, <4> _J.a....a~b~.~~c~w-..e"-'aiL.I..t..~.bUIIeo..Jr..__ .... c..ao ... n.._.dL.II .... t ....... l .... oLin.....,.s ___ _ , 
Anv other Information that might be helpful In dct~rmlnlng the 

&) Identity of the obJect. · . 

The Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act of Congnss with the 

i nvest igation or acc idents involving civil aircraft and your statement is nec-essary i n order 

that t he Board mi~ht have the benefit of your observations in conducting the investigation. 

A Government postage-free envelope, addressed to the appropriate regiona l office of the 

Civ il Aeronautics Board, is enclosed for c onvenience in returnin~ your statement. 

• 

' 

/ s/ C . S . C ~ l la r ·-------
::tlC&lUt,XotiOOXSA FET'I' BURU U. C IVIL AER O!U UIICS BOARD 

C. S. Col l ar , tn v '-! s t f (')uf or -ln-ch Jr q« 

(U•e r eve rse side f~r ~ ta t ~mant ) 

• 

f 
I 
I 
I 

I 



• 

• 
I 
. 

. . 

,. 
0 

. 

. 

. 
• 

. 

• . 

. 

• 

--
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. 

:. !. I I • 

• 
•' 

\ 

• 

u 

I d I ~ :1 0 t obs ery~ an ., 

a nd t h~ v1g at be r c ood l 

tb e j ofo r:: mat ion rd ';! <? [} 
" 

t nadeau at e 
• - a nd t he 

• 

* . 

• • 

. • . . -- ·- . - ~-·· · --·· - "" '~ . - --
' • • 

-
• ~ 

. 

• 
0 Apr t I 26,. 12 57 

DATE 

u oiden t I 
,. 

l ed £ I 'li ng ob j e r:t r -0 

t I Q OS we r e {) <) Od • I did t b J !l k 

fbe pas $ecoec:s ~~as 'l e. r: '/. • 

care of san:e was ve r y poor . 

-

. 

• • 

. . 

• 

. 

• •• 

- ... -... ~- .,. -- - ..~ .. . -
• • • • . .. -. 

• -. • Oo - ' - ~0 •• . 

. 
• • : • 

I 1 . . 
•. . . 

• . 
. 

l 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

. 

• -

. 

. 

• • 

. 

Is! ~. · r S • B:J.r:e s • ~ .. ! c i-: I . ,_ I . S IG lU T UIIE 

. (C/3, addi ti onal paper jf nee ~t•3:tr y - , jgn J 1Ut p•ge) . 

• 

\ • 
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• • • 
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• • • • • • • • 
• 

• 
• ' FO RM CA6-"~9 CI~ I L AERONAUTICS BOARD FORM APPRO VE,D 

B UDOET B UREA U ;:o . H- i?O l 9 

~ . . ~ 
• 

• 

' • . 

•• 

• • 

• • 

'1 3- -·-" 8 1 SA FE TY · 8 U R E AU 

• 

• 

PASSENGER STATEMENT RE A I RtRAfU cACS'aliE}fT 

• 

• 

Mrs • F ·;. E • Ne wbo I d,· Jr. 

Ylllancva, Pa. 

Dear. __ ~M~tLd~a~m~:~-----------------------

Ci'V; l .'l, eron~utice Boa.rd 
: P. 0 . lJox 92 .t 

Miami International Aiq:xn1 

Apr! I 161 1951 

·-
• 

• 
I 

' 

-------...JPt..c:AuWIIJA!:L.-------..:....,------------------ records indica ted that you were a passen~e r 

a boarrl a P A\IA 0 cu g I a s OC -6A a J r c r o £ t . , __ N~6""2~6J.l0Co.Dttttl. ___ _ 252 from 

N~tw Y or k , N • X. , to _.....:Sit&....:lla~n.~.-.... J .. u~ILln~- , __ .._p_. • .__,gR ...... .__ _____ , t ha t 

• • •• J v c a c.t I on 
• 

• • 
1nv_olved in tu/aeetdent on 3-9-57 , at ---~"o~.~O""'P""'"C..~oO.wX..._4~: ... 3~0"'--'Au..a•J:.M.u•t------

. . ... ~ .. .. - . . • • 

,. ~ . '1'be -Ci·Vil Aer~~e• Board is conducting an ~nvestigation of this accidentt and it will be 

• . 

. 
• 

• • 

• 

--- ..... 
&'P'J)reeiated u· you wUl suhatt a wr1 tten state1111!nt on the back ot" this letter to include the 

. --·- ~"!"·!~~r _or :,I!~J±...Xov o.b.,,, _YCd aa ,unldcntlf'lcd flyl~tg obJect .• . . ~ 
r ollowi•: (~) .._.~~a)&Jrltlsl uas•••••«,xQ ••u· -.· 
1·21 Co.or• dl· ct1or-~.~ movcaen·t •Ad how ·long ftt sight tf" obs~rycd. # . ... . . - .. .. 

•• a<• any occurrences while on board which might hav~ aJlJM!ared 
• 

• 

unusual to you, prior to and during the ace ident, <t --.JL..Uh .. c........:W:z..CJiitt..ltllutwhu..«:a...a.r_· _c-..o~nLJd-..l_..t_.luO~~t.ftu...IL-__ 
, Aay• other lnformatlo~t th•t might be helpful In determining the 
.(&> ldeatftv of· the obJect. . . 

' 

TM Civil Aeronautics Board, a Federal agency, is charged by an act or Congress wt th the 

investigation of accidents involving civil · aircraft and your statement is necessar y in order 

that tt. Beard ~~tight have the benefit of your observations in conducting the investigat ion • 
• 

• • 
. A Go.ern111ent postage-free envelope, address ed to the ap-pro-priate r egional ofrice of the 

Civil Ael"OI'laUt.ics Board., is enclosed f'or c onvenience in returnin~ you r statement.. 

. . ' • 

... • 
• 

• 

/s / C . S , C o l l ar • 
cJJlt ~,X~I~J SAFETY BUREAU. C IV IL AE C! OU \JT !CS aoa o 

• C. S. Collar, · lnv~sf l1 3 t or-tn-charge 
• 

• 

,. I 

l 
1 

( 
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• 

•• 

• 

• 

• • . 

• 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
• • • 

• 

. 

• 

I n an s. we r to you r gu e s t r o n s -t he r e •,v a s 
• 

. 
ou r f I i g h t be f. o r e t he o T I o t s s u d d ~ n m cHliJ ' . 
w-e a t h e r u p v n ~ t I a n hou r, or l ess , ~e f o r 

• 

upw a.r d s- I d i d not ob s z r v!? the ob j ect..,,, 

to .Q u t t he p I a o e I o t c a s t e ep c I i m b - Q a 

wo r.kr n.g a ft 2 r thi s encou n t e r- o r ma,tbe 

be£ or e t he s ud dg n c I I rr b - • 

• 

• 

• 
• • • • . ' • • 

• • • • \ . . 
• 

.. : .: ... . -" . . . . . ' ;. . . . 't ,, ........ . . 
, 

• 
;..- ... ~-.. . ~ 

' • • • 

' • • . . 
• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• • 

• • 

. 

4/ '25 /57 
DATE 

no t h i ng unv~ua l d QQ lJ t 

~ ve r ~ ex ceD t f o r bad 

e we we r e t h.r own 

b t cb ca us e_d t he p f l ot 
• 

e Rog:ine 'tJ clS n ot 
. 

t hI s W d:;& tb~~: c a s e 

. 
• • 

• . • ~ 
• ., . - ' . .. ... , . 

• • • . ·- , ... • • - . -. . .;4-

• • . . . ~- . • • 
. • 

. 

. 

• 

. 

• 

S IG lU TU IH 

• 

• 

' ' 

. 

• 
.. 

• 

• 

-

• • 

• 

• 

• 



• 
I 

• 

• 
• • 

-
. Feb. 26 , 1957 

= 

DATE 
De d r Sf r: 

I was Jn that plane t ha t al rr•o:; t c r a:;hed wfth th e thinQ 

t hey say wa s some~hf ng !t !c:e a b a ll of f fr e , 

I than~ God fo r th e sake o·r a lf the pa ssen ge r ttke rr.e 

C -"' ,:-ne a li ve . \~i ha~ you J•L t k It II I d .a. u••· ' "e o n ow e yout~ , se~ 
( prav) 

no thf na be ca u se I was sleeo bu t aft~r be ll e £ me I pry al t bz 

wa home. 

Ve ry tr u l ly y ours 

I e / s/ luao Rodriguez 

3 I 0 '.::/ • 8 0 S t • Ap t 6 5 
• • • 

P. S . S ir I want to kn ow NY 24 NY 

who go ing t o oay c , o r my 
• 

, 
w~ctch f fost on t hat da t e . 

• • • • • 

• • • ·" • • • 
• • • • • • . ' • • • 

• • 
., 

• 

• 
I • 

• 
• 

. . 

• 

• 

• 

S l6 lU TU H 

• 

= 

... 
~ 

• 

1 
,j 

I 
I 

• • 

1 

• 

L (Che ndditionltl p!lp!H if nece• .sa ry • s iAn l ast pale) . 

--------~~----~----------------------~ 

• 

• •• 

• 


