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1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 
~ \ fn rch 1957 Be tween Mackvill e & Arrity , 0 Probobly8olloon 

t-. 3.~-D,.i'_T....;E.:..• T:.:..l..r..M..l.E....IC...t.A-O_.U ... fJ......:-'-------l-I~~~T~YII.PliOOE..:;;Oo.JF.._O..Il.Bu.SE~R~V.DAo.JT'-I..._O"""N....~o.~--..D~o......o..........,. ....... ~'-+-l O Po 111 bl Y Boll oon 
N. C 

. Locai ____ 2_·!_0_0 __ E_S_T___ n . r..round-Visual 0 Ground-Radar 0 Wos Aircraft 
KJS:' BlX Probably Aircraft 

~~~G~M~T~- ~~0~9~/~0~5~0~0~Z~~~~~~~~O~A~i;~~V~l ~~o~I~--~~O~A~I r~·l~n~te~r~c~•P~t~R~a=d~o~r~IO Poaal~y Air~oft 
5. PHOTOS &. SOURCE 0 Waa Astronomical 

c v •• 
:Wo . Civi lian 

' 

0 Probably Astronomical 
0 Possibly Astronomical 

• 

7. LENGTH OJI .OIS!ltVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 9. COURSE 0 

Fm NW , circlec g 
thPn NE~ 

Other ________ _ 

l----~t~,~~~n~ i n1 1t. P ~ one 
10. BRI!JI suwu.•Y Ofl SIGHTING 

~ne o bject long w/ round nose , 30 fee t 
~ ODJ· color gz·ay-whi te , green light very 
~r ight width of nose- flame 3 0 fee t • . 
~ong , no sound , a l t 2 001) feet t o 500 
f e e t . Object iade d irom v1ew. 
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11. COMMENTS 

Possible o. /c 
af terburne r. 

• 

• 

lnsuffici•nt Oato fot Evaluation 
Unknown 

sight1ug , je t W/ 

• 

• 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
r 
\ 
' t -
' f. 
t 
l 

I 
I 

I 



• 

. · ·~ ,, -

• 
1 

. ' • 

' • 

I 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, # • • • • • 

, . 

• 

{ ( • 

• 

TAB A 

PRBLIUINARY CONCLUSION OF UNlDE~I~ 
07 P.A i.~ A~RlC:.t\N AIRLI11X CAPTA I 

l~lG OBJECT R2POR1' 
oN 9 !JAnca 1957 . 

1. There is ao lliag .. lA to believe tha "t the 
object other a .. bolide," to as 
a "fireball." Th- are Ye71!"'f rarelJ 
obJect codo1118 tl~ ritb tbe de 

8DCOUA 1 bu~ the 

J'eporla eivecl by tbe Air Techll1ca1 
iptioa of fi 11 
lnt•lliaence Cent•~ 

duriq tlae last ·tea • 

1. of b7 th• li 
Yowk uai& of tbe Air laielli Serw ~ 
flartller ~U.. thi• lu•ioa. 111• detailed deeo~i.P-

t ia brief, uipt lipt with a . halo," 
ide8 witb tbe deeo~ipti sivea b~ tbe other c 

• 
3. ....... oltjeate . an 11 uipt, 18-bl 

...... twa • J , ualille , do JlOt bura t.tw.-
M1'9• ... ia · tu ...... bat '& dewll 'to 
..._., ·1 ... 18~- · · ..._."- oaa be a 'l . 
~..... ...... aipt, .. 
~-.._... . . 

• . ,. - • 
o4 • "' 1 

o I o • •• t - o o 

4. ·-a. , ......... , · _.._ 17B ralea 
• • 

• • 

...... ..a.u.. oltj ... &l tlae .... t z-al .. 

... pi ... .UU~. Ia IUl4i 't·iell, tbe , .. to Air 
.. 1a tJae uea a'& uae tU., 

au Pa .......... Alr ......... IMIYi.... wre 
... ,.n.~~ 

1. Tile aH-.• bJ' tJae pnea to ._.bow late V 
...,. .al .. be rul.. • .TbS• p wa. aot 'llaible at 

-

tJaa't tiM aatl :30 1a the • at tel7 
310 ai~ ... , of JaoluloaYille, 71oz-lda • 
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(COPY GEN. WATSONS MSG! TO HQ USAF RE PAA DICIDErrl' OF 9 Mar 57 ) 

PP YFWKA 
DE YFWKC 4 
UlfCLASSIFIED 
P 141955Z 
FM AFSSO ATIC 
TO AFSSO HQ USAF 
UNCLAS EF1'0 CITE: A4-155. (PZRSO.NAL FROM GENERAL WATSON TO COL CHAPPEL.) 
R£FERDCE REQUEST FOR SOME FLBM CONCLUSIONS OR EXPLANNfiON REGARDING 
PAN A."'ERICAM .AIRLDiE INCIDEI'f, 9 MAR 57. ON THE BASIS OF AJJ. DATA A.1D 
EVIDEL,CB AVAII.ABIR ~J'SE FOLLOWING ARE COliCWSIOMS OF ATIC: 

A. 'mERE IS NO COMPEIJ.DIG :REASO. '1'0 BELIEVE THAT THE OBJ'EC'r. W.AS 
a.~l'B7'11lPift"I:R 'fHAM A "BOLIDE11 

I COMC>liLY RE!i'ERRED '1'0 AS A "FIREBALL, II TBFSE ARE 
VERI RARELY EIICOWI'fP:RED; BU'1' 'mE 0~ CONFCOOE EXACTLY WITH THE DFSCRIPTIOif 
OF FIREBAIJ, REP0MS RECEIVED BY ATIC :OORDIG 'l'BE LAST TEJ YEARS. 

B. 01 OF CAPT MORlmfG BY THE NEW YORlC 
UNIT OF 'l"HlS 46o2D AISS; FUR'PHER CONJPDIE THIS COlfCLUSIOJr! HIS DETAII.ED 
DESCRIPTIOB 1 Il'l BRIEF; "DAZZLDO BRIOH LIOBT - WITH A GREENISH HALO," 
COINCIDI!iS WI'l'B 't!iE DESCRIP'l'IOII GIVD BY THE CTtBER CREW MEMBERS. . 

c: TBI$11 OBJECTS ARB GE*ERAI.I.Y OBmRVSD OILY A FEW SECO~; ARE 
SUR! lmiGft; RSS'RMBLilWJ JIAQIISilJN FI.ARES; Alm 1 tniLIKE NE'fEOBS 1 
GENRRAIJ;(; 00 ?IO:r 1IJR1I ILVlSS OU! IN 'fB!! UPPER MXlSPSERE; BUT 
COBl.'llfiD DOWJI '1'0 uaiiR LSVII.S. 'f88IR EIICOUlf'r!R CAB BE A FRI 

, PARfiCU"Uil.Y m A PI!CH-BI.J\CK NIGHT; AS DESCRIJgi> BY CAP'l 

D. MrJ!:J' ISOD JEl'S ABE RULED OUT. '11¥!! I,A'l"NR IS COD'IRMBD BY A 
T.JX FROM SAC AiD AOO; REPOH'tlE THAT rro AIRCRAn W!RJ!: Ill 1U AREA N! ,.~19rog 

TIME. 'fBI F~ mNf OfHZR PilD%5 APPROXDIA~LY 175 KO&S AWAY OBSERVED 
THE OBJIC! Ill . 8*8 Jlllllft, RULIS oor AIRCRAPI' AID MISSTIES. 

E. ALTHOUJB ., BAS BECEIVBD . PA!l'RICJC A7B AB I 

1.·~ BDJABDiltQ "BWAWAl" OB O'l'HBR GUIDED MISSIIB OPB:RA!l'IOIS; THIS PQSSIBII,,I'l""'~ 
SEE~e lTrU:.IKBLJ •..• . : FIRINGfl .ARK WU.ATJ,Y WBDfG ~ DM 
.AN'D BJ:lP()RS. lA lD ; '1 bE GE:NERAL FIRDIJS ARE 1W.A.ROO THE SE; AHD 'fHJ;! COORSE 
OF 1111 OBJEC'l APPEARID TO CCICK FBOII1'8B WJ:ST. 

F • TB 8. BY 'I'll PRESS TO SOMEHOW RJI Aft VDUS; MJS~ ALSO • 
RULED ovt. '111 rs VAS 110'1' VISI 811 N!t me AID pr,ACB: 3: 30 
Ill 181 lllRIIDO; Ill APP!IOXI 11.A71I~ 550 )fiJi'S BAS!' (11 JACISOIIYILLB, FLORJDA. 

IT IS 'lUI C:. 'tats Oi'PICI, ST Ill RESPOEB !0 Aft 
QUERUS BY THI R!QARJ)TliG ~ DIC 1 'ml AIR lORCI BRIEfLY STA'rl, 

-.~.~~"', ~'98 :FOIJ.OWDG: 
A. 011 'CBC BASIS OF IltORMA1'IOB lOW AVATI AJ~ 'iSC PIIDl' tiitDOOBf!DLY 

ENCOUDI!RED All OBJECT VERI RARELY SKKI, A "BOI.IEJE" OR "J'XREBALL". ~fHIS 
CODICID!S WI'IB 1ftl DISCRIP'l'I<m Of OBJ!Cm IDE&i'IFIIID AS "FIREBAlLS" 
RECBIVBD aY M'IC OVIR A PBBIOD at 'fBI DABS. 

B. 'fk R r ACT. '!BA1' 1'SI O&JZC'f VAS OBSERVID BY ANO'!IlBR 
AIRCRArf 175 MIT" TO ttBR DAR RULES OU'f auiDI!:D MISSnES AID • 
(THIS IS '1'0 COMBA1' '11JB OF nFLYDG SAUCERS" AND SO'/Ift MISSTI.I 
A..'fD " " OUR SBORZS. ) 

C. THESE COKCIJJSIOIS WIRE COICURRED WI'l!l B't A WELL-KNC'a .ASTROlf<)MKR 
_'\:.'fil AS~SICIS'f FROM '1118 SMI'ffiSOIJIAlf ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY TO 
~f'diCH THE REPOR'r WAS FOR BIS INDEP!NDEI~ REVIEW • 

1 

SIGi.1ED: HAROLD E. WATSOlf; BRIGADIP!Q GUERAL, USAF 
1 

COMMAIIDER ATIC 
414o 4140 , 
1 ·4/2052Z MAR ~ ~W;.I-~~0JUST RECEIVED FROM PMRICX AFB STA!!!S: 

.;asi:) I.&. 0.-E.RM.'IONS DUanfG 'lfUT PERIOD. 
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li.minary reports on 
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14 March 1957 

STATEMENT BY DR. mNEK 

.pt 1:1.1n Gregory after an examination of pre­
case of 9 March 57: 

a. Bolides, or fireballs, differ from ordinary meteors in that they 
are very much brighter (sometimes transforming night into temporary day) 
and appear like a magnesium flare hurtling through the lower atmosphere, 
and in that they persist to much lower levels in the atmosphere. Pre­
dominantly white-yellow in color, these often have orange and ~eenis.~ 
tints intertDixed. A bolide is generally a mass of meteoric material that 
ignites through :f"riction with the earth's atmosphere. It becomes visible 
at heights above 50 miles but, unlike an ordinary meteor, does not burn 
out in the air but frequently persists until it crashes to ear.th. 

b. A close encoun.ter vi th such &n object is an extremely rare 
occurrence, and represents a frightening experience. However, astronomical 
records sb.ow that people who have observed real fireballs (and tbe majority 
of people don~t see one in a l ifetime) grossly underestimate their distance. 
There are cases on record in which two observers 200 miles a part both 
reported the fleming Qbj!!Ct to have landed "just beyond the hill" or "in 
the next f'iald." 

· c. A ·fireba.ll appears to travel at uncoanonly high speeds (actually . 
t ravel at 6-4o .afles per second} and tbe great appe.rent angular r&te leads 
even the best observers unconsciously to re!&l'd object as very · much closer 
than it actual..ly Ya8. A typical fireball lasts tl:'om a ft!!V seconds to 10 or 
2Q at most. 

• • ' 

d. In present instance, a pilot 175 miles away saw it simultaneously, 
it lasted 5 seconds, and it had tbe appearance of a flare. Even the greeDiah 
c olor reported :fits the pattern of a typical, but rare, observation of a 
bolide. 

e • One case of a bolide comes to mind in which a truck driver, late 
a t night, drove the t ruck completely oft the road as a result of the light 
received by a fireball sighting, a firebal l that landed several hundred 
miles :f'rom the truck. 

f. There is therefore no basic evidence that contradicts the 
hypothesis that the Pan .American flight had an encounter (and perhaps at 
some distance) vi th a bolide. Tbe reported fact that object passed beneath 
right wing is explainable by the fact that bolides do crash. to earth and do 
often appear to perform a .low) nearby horizontal path. 
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g. However, although the evidence is not contradictory, and although 
it appears probable that the sighting was due to a bolide, the possibility 
of a guided missile or flare is, of course, not rul ed out, but all available 
informati on does not indicate the presence of sucb at the time of sighting -
3:30 A.M.'.:: 

' ... .. l- . • 

. -

u . 
• 

Dr • J. A. Hyne 
Associate Director 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory 
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5. BEllJ'EEN MOCl<VILLE, CMA N.c. AND MT. ARRIY CMA N• c • 
• 
• 

• 

• EU P. MA FLA CMA PHON. 

492405 CMA LING DISTANCE TRICK DRIVER 

PAGE THREE RJESKB 6D 

B· N/A 

7. DUE TO THIS REP!'. BEING RECV'D THREE DAYS LATE 

A. NO WEATHER AVAILABLE 
• 

• 

B. NONE 

-c. - MGNE = • • • I ----·~-"'·--· ~-· ·- - - .. -- - ---·- ~ . -

D. NONE 

E• NON! 

F. NONE 

8. NONI 

9. NONE 

11. NONE 
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• , 
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• • 
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• • 
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•• • 
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• 
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11. OPERATIONS OFFICER 661TH ACWRON CMA NO COMMENr 

. 12. NONE 

8T 

12/1552Z MAR RJESKB 
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I• lP · TO .)!> FT LONG Cr1A FHUNT WAS Iff> TU 1~ F"f lN DIAMETEH CMA FLARED 
• 

• • • 
OU.T TOWARDS TAIL Cf1A SINGLE VERTICLE FIN PD 

• 

A. LONG CMA ROUNT NOSE 
-) ... . _, 

B. ~ FT LONG 

c. GRAY DASH WHITE 

D. ONE 

E. N/A 
' 

F • VI DTH OF NOSE WAS GREEN LIGHT Ct1A VERY BRIGHT 

G. FLAME CMA 39 FT LONG 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

H. NO SOUND CMA PAUID SPECIAL ATTENTION ·FOR SAME CMA NOT AVAILABLE ·PD . ' 

I• N/A • • 
. .. 

• 
- • ' . 

• 
• 

' 2. AP?ROACHID ··FROM NV MADE. COMPLETE CIRCLE 

A. SAW IT THROUGH WINDOW OF TRUCK 
2 I ( C() 

• • 

B. ~p FT WHILI APPROACHING THEN DECINDED TO 588 FT 

c. see rr · 

• 

D. APPROACHED rROM NV MADE COMPLETE CIRCLE CMA DESAPPEARED IN NE 
• 

t. FADED OUT OF VIEW 

F. TWO MINUTES 

3. NAKED EYE 

A. GROUND VISUAL 

B. NONE 

C. N/A 
• 

R. ~ NARCH 57 CMA 2400 
tJf'Ot:J 

9 MARCH 1957 PTPPZ . 

• 

B. NIGHT CMA VERY CLEAR 
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SIGIITIHG 

This incident received Yride ne·wspaper mention~ '!'he Rese arch Section has in­
vestigated it, as special representatives of NICAP as well as for CSI, and the 
following account is the result. 

A few minutes before midnight on JJarch 8, 19.57, Captain 
t s airliner up from Idlewild ort bound to San Juan, 

Co-pilot , Flight Enr,ineer r-md stewardesses 
completed the crevr on Pan l\."'iler c:m J' irl:Lnes flight 257- There 

were "+"+ passengers aboard. 7he flight n~s routine, excep·!:, that it vras necessary 
to keep to the west of the normal flight course in order to a-.;oid a storm center 
farther out in the Atlantic. 

At 3:33 a.m. (EST) the plane was far out over the Atlc.ntic, about 650 miles 
to the east of Jacksonville, Florida, flying at 19,000 feet on a south-by-east 
heading . (bet"rreen 160° and 17.5° true). At this point, the flight abruptly ceased 
to be routine. About 80° to their right, Uashuta simultaneously 

• 

saw a brilliant light. had the impression of seeing an orange glorr at 
first, although he ·:ras la er uncertain about this detail. At any rate, it seemed 
to 11come out of nowhere," and ir.unediately assl..lr.'!.ed the appearance of a round_, bril­
liant greel".ish- rThi te "spotlight," almost as large as a full moon. 

The light appeared "contained, 11 having a clea r and ".'tell-defined edge; Vlashuta 
de$eribed it as urim-like11 around the edge. This 11 rim" seer.ted to refl ect a green­

.. ish .color'· Yrr..ile tl~e cente!'" -:ras a brilliant ·:rhi te. It looked like a spotli ght 
directed to the front of them, so that t hey were not l ooking directly into the 
source of light. • 

first thought was that it might be a jet interceptor with a spot­
light in the noseJ but he immediately rejected this idea because of the brilliance 
of the light, and "because they (interceptors) always come at least by t wos - one 
pulling alongside of you ready for action, the othe r thro;·ring a spotlight on your 
ident~.fication markings from a distance to find out vtho you are •11 

The object seeoed to be of about airplane ~i~e , and no rn~re than a half-mile 
away (an erroneous impression, as he discovered later). It was exactly level w:i th 
him, and apparently heading horizontally across the nose of his plane, on a ~olli­
sion course. ~. fith:.n tYro seconds afte r first seeing it, he pulled the plane up 
and to the left in !J. violent evasive :.tanoeuver to avoid possible collision; the 
plane clinbed· 1500 feet in a ~4tter of seconds. In concentr ating on handling the 
plane,. he lost zight of the obj ect. (~e news accounts rted that V .T! . sa\'T the 
object "slip by under my right wing." f ~\ctually, lains, this was not 
so: the object \"'as hidden from his siglrt- by the right -:•ring as it lifted.) 

Washuta, who \Vas seated in the right of the cocY.pi t, had a better view of 
the light, and re!)ortedly observed it for about four ser:onds, after 1·rhich it 11went 
out . 11 By t he time righted the air craft, the light was no longe r to 
be seen. Neither the co- pilot, busy , . .-:i.th the navigation i nstrllr.lents, nor any of 
the passengers , had seen it. 

I n the cabin, there Tras pandemonium . All t hose 1rho had not had their seat 
belts fastened had hit the ceiline of the cabin 1·rhen t he tail dro;>ped, and th:-e e 
people rrere s ser iously injured: l.iiss •;ri t h a possible concus-
s ion, r.irs . of Philadelphia, Yiho appe ared +;o have a broke:1 rib; and 
one :.lonserrat e Soto , i njuri es unsoecif'ied . t., . -. ,)•1 r 2 -.:.:~.-~ 
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and the co-pilot tried to assuage the panic in the cabin, but it 
·calm reassurinG voice over the loudspeaker that Yras nost effective 

in settling passengers. ':'he knowledge that a UFO had been responsible for 
th'eir distress seened to calm their agitation. ( IifS erroneously r eported that, 
according to passengers, D. stronc; liGht 11 li!·:e a r.uncr ed su!1s 11 filled the cabin of 
the aircraft.) ·· 

I mmediately follOiting the incident 
at least six other aircraft had seen the object . 
the same route, and they occupi0ci an area, from 
long. 

r adio suc:denly cme alive: 
All vrerc fJ.;-/ing roughly SSE on 

no:ci.:,h t0 ~outh, more than 300 miles 

About 150 miles to the north of , at 31° 3.5' N, 70° 50 ' ·:r, rras Capt . 
iloting PAA' s Flight 269 at 9, 000 feet. f'.nd Flight Engin-

eer savr the object to the Y!SH, as did and de scribed it as 
arcing upward and then falling slightly in a concave trajectory as it moved on a:1 
apparently ESE course. According to the press, described it as being "alnost 
a magnesiu.rn flash, ,,.,hite '<7ith pale greenish tints around it ••• At first I th:mght 
that it rr2s a flr\re, then I thought it could be another of those 'mis-guided ' 
missiles. I saYr it for about five seconds - it must have been moving at a terrific 
speed." 

Flying 15 minutes ahead of 
257- J\ at l$,COO f eet, did not notice t he 
tion as 30° N, 70° 40' ~:-!.) 

aot • • 
object . 

piloting PAA's Flight 
eives his m·m posi-

Some 180 miles to the . southeast 0 ' at 28° 20 I N' 68° 15 ' rr, YTaS 

PAA Flight 215, flying at 17,000 feet. and Flight Engineer 
sa.,7 the object, again to the ·west r;f them. "It appeared first as 

a br ght light, traveling . fast ••• it grew in intensity until it vras exceedingly 
brilliant for a mornent as it passed, then it seemed to fade." Its angular s i ze., 
to ~ fyland as to was "as large as a full moon . at the zenith.u It was 
greenish-blue at the perimete r, blending into a white center. He said it "looked 
at first a s though it were coming directly tot"ra.rd us on our flight level. It 
either veered slightly, ·or our original imnression was in error, as. it slanted 
diagonally acr:Jss ou r st.C!.rboard quarte r descending, .a11d seemed to 1 go out. 1 As it 
passed, there 1·ras a definite reddish tinge to the tail or rear portion, and a 
piece seemed to fall off, or -:ras ejected . The portion that dropped off was 10% 
the size of the ~·:hole, and ,:tas definitely reddish ir. color." Hyland had the object 
in vievr from tvro to five seconds . 

About 220 miles SSE of Van 'Jinkle, at roughly 27° N, 69° 20 ' VT (650 miles east 
of rlest Palm Beach) ·.vas PAA Flight 215-A, piloted by Caot ,. flying 
at 19,000 feet, the same altitude as nd d not see 
the object reported the other pilots, but he something identical almost 
two hours aarlier. flight engineer, , saw the object(s) 
involved in both i ncidents. 

According he objec t seen at 3!33 a . m. - observed by all the other 
pilots - was seen to the west of his plane and appeared t o bu going para llel to 
his direction. He said i t s large as "a dir.1e he l d at arm ' s length ." The 
second ~ngineer, ':rho called atte ntion to t!1e phe nor.1enon, est i r.:ated that 
it vras in view for t~·ro or th seconds . Round, i~_}J..ad -no-ragged edges - Hsmooth" 
was word fo r i t - '?.nd was a brillian~creenish-rrhi_:te- i n co lor. He saw a 

lo.. -

r> lig!: p r :)jection at the r ear that det ached fEsel f andturned r ed as it fell . At 
Lhis point , the nai.n n began to arc do~·.rn,·ra.-"r'Cl at a slight angle, and then 
suddenly •::ent. out . d ::_ct not thirJ< the obj ect '::as a netP.or . 
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· Almost tVIO hours earlier, about 12:45 a.m., while Flight 215-A vras in the 
vicini <>f Delta Oscar (a positional. marker located off the · Carolinas), 
and seen a similar object - "smaller than a full moon," according to 

- strea'-i:ing ~orth o.r N~Ji.'l. ?his object vras also due west, or . almost due 
west., or their position. !t moved in a completely horizontal trajectory, and had 
a red tail-like projecti:>n, vrhich suddenly dropped off, nnd fell 11 like a flare." 

main part, ·which i"rari gre continued in a st::.·ai r.;ht line and passed out o.f 
s range of vision. vrho rras seated on the right side of the cockpit, 

lo.oked back as it passed, a."l'ld thought he sn::: it. qui~kly disa;:)pear into clouds; 
hov;ever., a later check incicnted that t.here ·were fe·:r, if any, ~louds in the area. 

Q. ... \,4 he saw it for n.bout three seconds; Smith slightly longer. Several 
passengers had seen it also • 

Returning to the 3:33 a.m. object, three other aircrnft are reported to have 
observed this: another Pan-American flight (unidentified); the pilot of an Eastern 
Airlines plane ,.rho thought the object was a two-stage rocket; and one Trans-Carrib­
bean pilot who said it was a meteor. He have not ·been able to get in touch with 
8JV' or these pilots. ( .;~ ./ 

It ·is quite clear from the testimonies of the · ots that the object they savr 
was much farther aYray. than they at first realized. Note that over a·300-mile base­
litm1 all of them saw· it to tfie1r ,:1est or southwest j that it appeared to be moving 
in rougn~y the s~e direction relative to all observers; and that its a ngular 
measure!!lent from all of these 1'ridely~separated points nas approximately half a 
degree ·. 'These circUiilstances obviously indicate an exceedingly large object seen 
at,. • ·; di·stance .. measured in the hundreds of miles. The nearest possible location 

• tc.tt::.the app~arlng-point permitted by the is at about 29° N, 78° W. This 
. 'point is 80° '· to the right of a 1600 heading for , lQQO to the right of 

a 185° heading _for Hyland · (assuming this is 1850 true, not !!laanetic), and pl 
th~ object about 250 miles from Wyland, and somewhat more than 100 miles f~· 

Hcmever 1 !?inca it· appeared no lar r to than to ., 
location so close t is not very plausible; something like 

280 N,. ..7 ,yr; 300 to 400 miles from all the planes, is more likely. him-
self 'has calculated that it was from 300 to eoo miles distant from him. An angular 
measurement of one-hnlf degree at four hundred ffiiles gives the object a diameter 
in excess of three r:liles; but such c·alculations are misleading when applied to 
llminous bodies , ~:rhich always appear far larger than they a:-e • 

This large ~cal~ of the phenomenon is highly suggestive of a meteoric 
it should be noted that none of the four vritnesses ( 

whom we have interviewed believed that it was a meteor • 
said h~ has seen some extremely spectacular meteors, but none has ever 

res~bled this object . The absence of any visible tail; the difference in quality 
bet"~veen this "contained" light and a flami!'lg fireball; and its substantially hori­
zontal trajectory at unreasonably low altitudes, seem different from what vroul d be 
expected of a meteor. And the chances ng-9-inst seeing two such rel7!.arkably similar 
• 1 ~7:ete :> rs 11 over the sane a r ea ,.ri thin the span of t;·ro ho'J.r s <J. re 11 astronomic al . 11 

On t he other hand, the object appeared for only five ~econds 
typic al of meteors; it exhibited no sort of controlled nanoeuve r; 
ovGr -:-rhich it was observed is typical of fireb alls r ather tr.Zl.!'l of 

at the most -
and the ·.'li ::!e area 
UFO uheno:nena .. 

• 

One i s inclined to say t hat this was neither a 11 norr.:.:~.l" UFO no r a Hnormal' 1 

fireball. Can it be cL:tssified as a " green firebAll"? I t "r~s <ier tair:ly not a deeo 
~':elly-green in CQlor, b:1t the behavior was ·;ery similar (c f,. ?.uppelt , ~P · 72-3 . 7-3)·~ 
T:-tera is a large group of sight ings strikingly similar to t his one) <>ome of them in 
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this same area. On Uay .8, 1952, at 4:30 a.m., a pilot had a near-collision with 
a similar object while en route to San Juan. (See The Re~ort on Unidentified 
!±ling O?jects, by Ruppelt, pp. 178-80.) On April 23, 19 4, several PAA pilots 
eaw an "object -:rith an orange-green light zip by • 11 (Flying Saucer Conspirac:x:, by 
Keyhae, p. 133.) Auriphebo Sir.loes i s one of those who .have seen such a "fi r eball" 
(0 Disco Voa~orJ #3) • 

. 
And on Uarcb 25.t 19$7 - three weeks aite report - Capt . 

piloting PAA fliEibt Juan to New Yor k , had a daytime sighting 
along ~ama rGute" (Details on this observation are now being sought. ) 

; .., , ! 0 0 

• • • • . 

(~te dn sburc~s: Besides the data secured directly from four of the wit­
nesses',' additi<lnal information on the March 9· sighti. was gleaned from the N." Y .. 
Times, 3/10 (UP 3/9) Mirror J/10 (AP J/9); II . 9. Journal-American, 3/9 (INS) 
and ,/11 (INS ; numerous other papers carrYing substantially 
the same wire accounts. Our thanks go also to Bill Nash or PA;\ and Chris Pantages 
ot P~ddle . Airlines for their valuable assistance.) · 
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